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P     R    E    F    A    C  E. 


IN  preferring  the  Fifth  Volume  of  the  New  Annual 
Regifler  to  the  public,  there  is  no  neceffity  for 
Specifying  diftin&ly  the  parts  of  which  it  confifts,  or 
the  mode  of  conducting  them  we  have  endeavoured 
to  purfue.  Thcfe  are  points  that  have  heretofore 
more  than  once  been  explained ;  and  therefore  we 
fhall  only  add  the  expreffion  of  our  hope,  that  we 
(hall  not  be  found  to  have  failed  in  our  ufual  attention 
to  the  objedts  which  our  work  profefles  to  accom- 
plitti. 

There  is  one  circumftance,  with  regard  to  the 
department  of  "  Public  Papers,"  which  may  feem  to 
require  an  apology ;  and  that  is,  the  interruption,  in 
the  prefent  volume,  of  the  Report*  of  the  Commif* 
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fioners  of  Accounts.  This  liath  arifen  from  the  ox- 
traordinary  fituation  of  affairs  in  the  year  1784. 
The  diffolution  of  the  old,  and  the  choice  of  a  new 
parliament,  gave  rife  to  contefted  elections  uncom- 
monly interefting,  and  in  which  it  was  thought,  by 
great  numbers  of  Engliflimen*  that  the  political  con- 
ftitution  of  this  country  was  deeply  concerned.  Hence 
a  peculiar  importance  was  derived  to  many  of  the 
papers  and  adyertifements  written  upon  the  occafion  ; 
and  which,  therefore,  we  have  thought  ourfelves 
obliged  to  infert  with  fome  degree  of  copioufnefs. 
As  a  new  parliament  is  not  the  work  of  every  year> 
there  will  be  room,  in  our  future  volumes,  to  lupply 
any  defe&s  which  have  been  the  refult  of  a  parti* 
cular  jun&ure. 

In  our  article  of  Domeflic  Literature,  we  fland 
indebted  to  the  fame  able  affiftance,  in  the  account  of 
Philofophical  and  Medical  Publications,  which  we 
had  the  advantage  of  receiving  laft  year;  and  we 
here  make  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  our  ano- 
nymous correfpondent,  for  his  ingenious  and  learned 
communication. 

» 

It  has  been  intimated,  by  fome  of  our  friends, 
that  it  would  be  defirable  to  enlarge  the  article  of 
Domeflic  Literature.    Our  readers  mud  perceive  that 


Digitized  by 


PREFACE. 


this  article  has  every  year  grown  upon  our  hands,,  fo 
that  it  takes  up  a  very  competent  portion  of  the 
work :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we  wifh  it  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  we  have  no  intention  of  rivalling  the 
Reviews  ;  and  we  fliould  be  forry  to  have  the  New' 
Annual  Regifter  at  all  confidered  in  that  light.    It  is 
our  exprefs  defign  only  to  give  a  concife  view  of  the 
literary  productions  of  the  year,  arranged  in  a  fcien- 
tific  form.    In  doing  this,  the  writer  of  that  depart- 
ment, though  as  much  read  as  mod  men  in  the  pub- 
lications continually  produced,  freely  acknowledges 
the  occafional  affiflance  which  he  has  drawn  from  the 
Reviews.    To  this  affiftance  he  is  more  particularly 
obliged  in  his  account  of  Foreign  Literature ;  while 
it  has  been  no  trifling  labour  to  collect  the  fcattered 
notices  of  things,  and  to  reduce  them  to  fomething 
of  a  fyflematic  order. 

One  objection  has  furprifed  us,  and  that  is,  that 
there  is  a  want  of  fpecimens  of  the  books,  the  cha- 
racters of  which  are  given.  It  is  ftrange  that  it 
fliould  not  occur  to  every  gentleman,  that  the  papers 
relative  to  Biography,  Manners  of  Nations,  Claflical 
and  Polite  Criticifm,  Philofophy,  Antiquities,  Mif- 
cellaneous  Learning,  and  Poetry,  difplay  examples 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  moll  important  works 
of  the  year  are  written. 
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« 

Upon  the  whole,  while  we  commit  ourfelves  to  the 
judgment  of  our  readers  with  a  becoming  deference, 
we  feel,  alfo,  a  certain  degree  of  courage,  arifing  from 
a  confcioufnefs  that  we  have  tafked  our  abilities,  in 
order  to  render  the  New  Annual  Regiftef  not  un- 
worthy of  the  public  approbation. 
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From  the  Accession  of  King  Edward  the  Firft,  to  the  Ac 

cession  of  Henry  the  Fourth. 


IN  the  general  account  that  was  given  of  the  laft  period, 
we  took  a  furvcy  of  the  amazing  power  to  which  the 
popes  had  arifen,  the  abfurd  and  infolent  claims  they  ad- 
vanced and  exercifed,  and  the  temporal  authority  they  af- 
fumed  over  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  earth.  It  was  the 
drlgracc  of  England,  that  it  fubmitted  to  all  the  preten- 
tions of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  thereby  afforded  an  evi- 
dent demonftration  that  human  reafon  was  fadly  defaced 
among  us,  and  true  feience  reduced  to  the  mod  abjedt  ftate* 
Indeed,  the  tide  of  knowledge,  in  this  refpedt,  feems  to  have 
funk  almoft  as  low  as  it  poffibry  could ;  and,  when  it  could  ebb 
no  farther,  it  might  naturally  be  expected  that  it  would  begitt- 
to  flow  in  again.  Accordingly, the  asra  we  are  now  treating  of, 
opens  with  the  agreeable  profpedt  of  fome  enlargement  in  the 
ideas  of  our  countrymen.  Whether  it  was  that  the  impo- 
sitions of  the  Roman  fee  were  too  barefaced  to  delude  ifiy 
longer  the  groffeft  undemanding ;  whether  tbc  principle  of 
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felf-intcrefl  contributed  to  open  men's  eyes  ;  whether  the 
fchifms  which  had  happened  in  the  church  had  brought  its 
governors  into  difefteem  ;  whether  Groftcft  and  Roger  Ba- 
con had  taught  the  Englifh  to  look  upon  the  pontiffs  wivh 
lefs  reverence :  whether  it  was  owing  to  a  combination  of 
thefe  or  other  caufes,  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that,  from 
this  time,  the  high  veneration  for  papal  demands,  and  the 
obedience  which  was  paid  to  them,  began  to  decline.  It 
is  true,  the  fpiritual  power  of  the  bifiiop  of  Home  conti- 
nued, for  a  long  feries  of  years,  to  be  generally  acknow- 
ledged :  but  his  fecular  dominion  was  vigoroufly  attacked  ; 
and  hence  the  way  w^is  gradually  opened  for  withdrawing 
from  him  the  regard  he  claimed  in  religious  matters.  The 
fame  dilpofition  now  appeared  in  the  reft  of  Europe,  and 
particularly  in  France;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
Boniface  the  Eighth,  who  flourilhed  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  was  the  la  ft  pope  that  openly  af- 
firmed to  himfelf  the  right  of  exercifing  a  temporal  author- 
ity over  the  juri (diction  of  princes.  This  claim  he  infifted 
upon  with  as  much  haughtinefs  as  any  of  his  predeccflors ; 
but  his  infolence  involved  him  in  lb  many  calamities,  that 
the  pontiffs  have,  ever  fincc,  wifely  and  filently  dropped  their 
prctenfions,  without  giving  them  up  in  exprefs  terms. 

Edward  the  Firft  is  the  pcrlbn  to  whom  the  nation  was 
principally  indebted  for  the  happy  change  in  England. 
Whether  this  monarch  was  pofieficd  of  literature  or  not, 
we  cannot  abfolutely  determine.  It  is  probable,  from  the 
character  of  the  age,  and  the  mode  of  education  which 
then  prevailed,  that  he  had  little  or  nothing  of  what  could 
be  called  learning.  But  being  endued  with  a  fuperior  un- 
dcrftanding,  and  a  vigorous  mind,  he  rofe  above  fome  of 
the  prejudices  of  the  times;  and  feveral  things  were  trans- 
acted during  his  reign,  and  under  his  peculiar  direction, 
which  deferve  to  be  recorded  in  a  hillory  of  knowledge. 
Befides  his  general  oppofition  to  the  papal  claims  of  fe- 
cular dominion,  he  took  other  meafures  to  prevent  the 
undue  influence  and  power  of  the  Romifh  church.  His 
flatute  of  mortmain,  in  particular,  has  rendered  his  name 
extiemely  celebrated,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  the  rirft 
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of  the  kind  that  was  made  by  any  Chriftian  prince.  By 
this  ftatute  it  was  enadhd,  That  no  o;ie  ihould  bequeath 
his  eftate  to  focieties  which  never  die,  without  the  king's 
confent.    A  wife  provifion  !   for,  without  fuch  a  hw,  the 
priefts,   who  could  not  alienate  their  poffefli  >ns,  would, 
by  pracYifing  on  the  weaknefs  of  the  pcoph-,  have  gorten 
into  their  hands  almoft  all  the  land  of  the  nation     In  fe- 
veral  other  refpects  the  authority  of  the  energy  was  retrained 
by  Edward.    Inftances  are  recorded,  in  which  he  even  ufed 
them  with  great  feverity ;  and  the  m?afures  purfued  by 
him  had  an  evident  tendency  to  make  his  fuSjcets  enrertain 
a  lower  degree  of  veneration  for  the  facrcd  order.    Upon  the 
whole,  he  feems  to  have  been  lefs  tinctured  with  fuperftition 
than  many  of  his  contemporaries.    It  is  true,  that  he  retained 
to  the  la(l  a  zeal  for  the  crufades  :  but  this  was  probably  a 
military,  as  well  as  a  religious  paflion;  Paleftinc  being  the 
theatre  on  which  not  only  an  attachment  to  the  crofs  was 
to  be  difplayed,  but  where  glory  in  arms  was  chiefly  to  be 
acquired.    With  regard  to  Edward's  harm  treatment  of  the 
Jews,  it  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  avarice,  and  not 
from  bigotry.   This,  however,  does  not  afford  the  lead  exte- 
nuation of  his  condudr.    Nothing  can  more  ftroncrlv  evince 
the  narrow  fpirit  and  the  barbarous  fentiments  of  the  age, 
than  that  a  difference  of  religion  could  be  looked  upon  as 
fufficient  to  justify  the  molt  (hocking  oppreffion  and  cru- 
elty. 

The  reign  of  Edward  I.  was  ftill  farther  diftinguiihed  by 
the  great  improvements  that  were  made  in  our  conftitution 
and  laws.  The  commons  had  become  a  diftinct  branch  of 
the  legiflature  during  the  adminiftration  of  Henry  III ;  but 
it  was  under  his  fon  that  the  lower  houfe  was  conftitured  in 
its  prefent  form.  Then  it  was  that  Reprefentatives  were 
fummoned  from  the  boroughs  as  well  as  the  counties ;  and 
after  the  time  of  their  having  a  different  place  of  meet- 
ing from  that  of  the  barons,  bilhops,  and  mitred  abbors, 
their  weight  and  importance,  as  an  eflential  part  ot  the 
government,  continually  igcrealed.  It  W3S,  likewife,  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  this  monarch  that  the  famous  charter, 
which  had  lb  often  been  broken,  and  fo  often  renewed, 
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received  its  indifputable  confirmation.  Whatever  arbitrary 
meafures  were  purlucd,  the  validity  of  this  grand  inftru«* 
ment  was  no  longer  called  in  queltion.  Henceforward  it 
was  always  regarded  as  the  foundation  of  the  Englilh 
privileges,  and  as  the  rule  by  which  the  authority  of  every 
cuftom  ought  to  he  tried.  Befides  the  general  fettlement  of 
the  conftitution,  Edward  eniiched  his  country  with  a  variety 
of  excellent  laws  ;  and  from  the  days  of  Alfred,  down  to 
our  own  age,  there  is  not  one  of  our  princes  who  appears 
with  equal  fplendor  as  a  legiflator.  It  is  on  this  account, 
that  he  hath  frequently,  and  indeed  defervedly,  been  enti- 
tled the  Juftinian  of  England.  The  numerous  ftatutes  en- 
acted in  his  reign,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  cele- 
brated Coke,  alone  merit  the  name  of  eftabliihments,  and 
are  more  conftant,  (landing,  and  durable,  than  any  which 
•  have  been  made  fince.  lie  corrected  and  extended  our 
laws  with  fo  much  wifdom  and  judgment,  and  tranfmitted 
them  in  lb  improved  a  flate  to  pofterity,  that  they  received 
+ery  little  additional  perfection  till  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution. By  him  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  feveral  courts  of 
judicature  was  adjufted  ;  the  office  of  juftices  of  the  peace 
fettled  ;  and  the  whole  face  of  the  internal  form  of  govern- 
ment changed.  The  reformation  he  effected,  and  the  pru- 
dent courle  of  adminiftration  fixed  upon  by  him,  gave  op- 
portunity for  the  common  law  to  refine  itfdf,  brought  the 
judges  to  a  greater  certainty  in  their  determinations,  and 
the  lawyers  to  more  precifion  in  their  pleadings. 

Such  were  the  alterations,  both  in  religious  and  civil 
matters,  which  Edward  the  Firft  carried  into  execution  ; 
and  undoubtedly  they  were  of  real  advantage  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  knowledge.  They  had  a  tendency  to  open  the 
mind,  to  wear  off  the  roughnefs  of  the  age,  and  gradually 
to  introduce  more  rational  views  of  things. 

A  cuftom  which  at  this  time  began  to  take  place,  is  of 
too  much  confcqtience,  with  regard  to  the  fubjedt  before  us> 
to  be  palled  over  without  notice.  It  now  became  ufual  for 
the  fons  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  family  and  fortune 
to  ftudy  the  laws  of  their  country  at  the  inns  of  court  and 
o&ancery,  which  vvcte  in  faci  fo  many  colleges,  that  conlli . 
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tutcd  an  univerfity  for  this  purpofc.  One  important  effect 
of  the  practice  we  have  mentioned  was,  that  bodily  excr- 
cifes  were  no  longer  regarded  as  ihe  only  ncceflary  parts  of 
education.  The  attention  of  young  men  was  directed  to 
objects  which  could  not  be  purfued  without  a  certain  de- 
gree of  literature  :  nor  was  it  poflible  for  them  to  unite  ia 
a  regular  fociety,  fituatcd  in  the  center  of  the  metropolis, 
without  being  called,  on  various  occafions,  to  fuch  exer- 
tions  of  the  mind,  and  to  fuch  connections  in  life,  as  would 
have  a  tendency  to  enlarge  their  underftandings,  and  to 
foften  the  roughnefs  of  the  feudal  manners. 

The  weak  reinn  of  Edward  the  Second,  docs  nr.t  afford 
much  information  relative  to  our  main  fubjeci.  The  caufe* 
of  improvement  already  fpecified  continued,  in  fomc  de- 
gree, to  operate;  and  our  free  conflitution  of  government 
acquired  frefh  vigour.  In  confequence  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  becoming  totally  feparate  from  that  of  the  fords, 
the  reprefentatives  of  ,the  people  attained  to  a  greater  regu- 
larity in  their  proceedings,  and  acquired  a  higher  import- 
ance in  the  ftate.  1  here  is  a  circumftance  which  difplays 
in  a  ftrong  light  how  much  the  principles  of  liberty  were 
advanced:  for  it  is  in  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  that  we 
find,  the  firft  inftance,  upon  record,  of  the  coronation  oath 
which  our  kings  folemnly  take,  to  adhere  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and  to  prcferve  the  privileges  of  the  fubjedt.  The 
folemn  depofirion  of  Edward  the  Second,  by  parliament, 
is  another  (Inking  fadt  in  the  hiftory  of  Englifh  freedom, 
and  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Englifh  mind.  It  exhibits  our 
anceftorsjn  a  far  more  honourable  view  than  that  in  which 
they  appeared,  when  they  crouched  under  the  tyranny  of 
the  Tudors,  and  embraced  the  flavifh  doctrines  of  the 
Stuarts. 

Edward  the  Third,  as  is  known  by  all  who  have  the 
leaft  acquaintance  with  the  Britilh  annals,  was  a  monarch 
of  diftinguifbed  talents,  who  acquired  great  glory  by  his  er> 
terprizes  in  France,  and  who  raifed  the  nation  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  military  fplendor  :  nor  was  the  genius  of  the  pco* 
pie,  which  by  him  was  foftered,  confined  to  war  alone,  but 
extended  to  different  objeds.    The  fpirit  of  chivalry,  and 
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the  pafiion  for  tournaments,  though  juftly  banifhed  from 
later  ages,  may  be  considered,  in  a  more  barbarous  peiiod, 
as  real  improvements,  and  as  having  been  eminently  fa- 
vourable to  the  cultivation  and  refinement  of  the  human 
mind.   The  devoted  attachment  every  true  knight  profefled 
to  fome  beautiful  lady,  and  the  rules  of  generofity  and 
honour,  by  which  this  attachment  was  conducted,  proved 
fcrviceable  to  the  caulc  of  virtue  and  politenefs  ;  and  could 
not  fail  of  promoting;  the  cultivation  of  poetry  and  other 
elegant  arts.     The  infiitution  of  the  order  of  the  Garter 
Ihewed  that  Edward  was  poflfeflcd  of  an  enlarged  underltand- 
ine  :  and  to  his  tafte  for  building,  under  the  direction  of 
William  of  Wickham,  wc  are  indebted  for  the  cattle  of 
Windfor,   which  is  a  noble   monument  of  what  hath 
commonly,  though  improperly,  been  called  the  Gothic 
architecture.    This  fpecics  of  architecture,  as  it  exifted  iu 
our  cathedrals,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  flru&ures,  was  now, 
by  the  introduction  of  pointed  arches,  and  various  orna- 
mental improvements,  rifing  to  that  high  degree  of  per- 
jcclion  which  has  fo  defervedly  excited  the  admiration  not 
of  aniiquatics  merely,  but  of  men  who  are  poUelfed  of  the 
mod  refined  tafle.    Nor  was  this  the  only  art  of  defign  to 
which  fome  attention  was  paid.    Painting  on  glais,  which 
Henry  the  Third  had  encouraged,  continued  to  be  exer- 
eifed  ;  and  the  illuminators  of  manuscripts,  notwithftanding 
the  general  flifTnels  of  their  drawing,  were  lbmetimes  happy 
in  thcil  rtprcfentations  of  animals,  flowers,  and  foliage. 

The  peiind  we  are  treating  cf  was  diftinguiihed  by  the 
invention  of  artillery,  which  is  laid  to  have  been  firft  made 
life  of  at  the  battle  of  Crefly  ;  and  is  thought,  by  feveral 
writers,  to  h.tve  contributed  to  the  grand  victory  which  the 
Englim  obtained  in  that  famous  engagement.  Though  it 
was  fome  time  before  the  application  of  it  was  brought  to 
pi r.'tctiL't  ,  the  tiilcovery  ot  this  new  method  of  attacking 
an  enemy,  forms  a  remarkable  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
world,  as  it,  gradually  introduced  an  alteration  in  the  whole 
military  art,  and  has,  conicquently,  been  attended  with 
no  mail  influence  on  the  flate  of  civil  focieties.  Nor  is 
U.c  invention  of  gun-powder  and  cannon,  however  for. 
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midable  it  may  appear,  to  be  regarded  as  a  hurtful,  but 
a  beneficial  difcovery  ;  fince  it  has,  in  fact,  been  the  means 
of  rendering  wars  lefs  cruel,  and  of  preserving  multitudes 
of  lives. 

More  rational  fentiments  with  rrfpect  to  trade  began 
now  to  prevail.  This,  perhaps,  w^s  owing  to  an  addi- 
tional intercourfe  with  Flanders,  which  had  already  grown 
extremely  rich  by  its  commerce.  Whatever  was  the  caufe, 
it  is  certain,  that  Edward  encouraged  the  weaving  of 
woollen  cloth,  and  enacted,  by  parliament,  that  r.o  cloth 
IhoulJ  be  worn  which  was  not  of  Englifti  make,  except- 
ing by  the  king  and  queen,  and  their  children.  Farther 
to  promote  this  Itaple  manufacture,  it  was  ordained,  that 
thofe  perfons  only  who  had  a  yearly  rent  of  a  hundred 
pounds  mould  be  entitled  to  drefs  in  filks  or  furs.  In  con- 
sequence of  thefe  ftatutes,  Thorna*  Blauket,  and  other  in- 
habitants of  Briftol,  fet  up  looms  in  their  houfes.  John 
Kempe,  an  eminent  woolkn-manuf'adturer  of  Flanders,  by 
his  majefty's  encouragemenr,  came  over  to  ibis  country, 
with  his  workmen  and  apprentices.  In  the  fame  year,  no 
lefs  than  Seventy  families  of  Walloons  fettled  in  England ; 
and  thefe  were  followed  by  other  families,  in  the  courfe  of 
fomc  fuccceciing  years.  The  rcfult  of  all  this  was,  that 
the  manufactory  of  woollen  cloths,  before  the  end  of  Ed- 
ward the  Third's  reign,  arrived  to  what  might  compara- 
tively be  called  a  very  flour'dhing  ftate.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, thoroughly  and  univerfaiiy  eftablilhed  among  us,  till 
the  Flemings  fled  into  this  ifland,  from  the  perfecutions  of 
Philip  the  Second  of  Spain.  We  fhall  here  add,  that  the 
genius  of  our  countrymen,  rouzed  by  the  example  of 
their  monarch,  and  other  concurring  caufes,  exerted  itfelf 
abroad,  not  only  in  France  and  Italy,  but  in  more  diftant 
regions,  and  particularly  in  the  Eaft. 

Having  mentioned  thefe  circumftances,  though  remotely 
connected  with  our  principal  fubject,  becaufc  they  ferve  to 
(hew  the  fpirit  of  the  age,  and  to  mark  the  progrefs  of  hu« 
man  reafon,  we  pafs  on  to  the  farther  improvements  that  were 
made  in  political  and  religious  knowledge.  During  the 
reigns  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  his  fuccclior  Richard  the 
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Second,  the  freedom  of  our  conftitution  continued  to  in- 
create ;  the  houfe  of  commons  rofe  every  year  in  ics  power 
and  influence,  and  affumed  a  confiderablc  importance  in 
ail  public  concerns.  As  its  bufmefs  grew  weighty  and 
various,  it  formed  itfelf  into  a  regulnr  method  of  proceed- 
ing, and  chofe  a  fpeaker.  The  firft  upon  record,  as  elected 
to  that  high  office,  though  perhaps  r.ot  the  firlt  that  was 
ever  chofen,  was  fir  Peter  la  Mare.  The  fume  gentleman 
was  the  firft  perfon  who  diftinguimcd  himlclf  by  that  po- 
pular eloquence  which  has  fince  made  fuch  a  mighty  figure 
in  our  parliaments,  which  has  alternately  been  the  inltru- 
ment  of'  patriotifm,  avarice,  and  ambition;  and,  as  it 
has  been  well  or  ill  employed,  has  produced  the  beft  or 
the  worft  effects.  How  low  the  ftate  of  orarory  in  general 
was,  appears  from  the  fpceches  of  the  king's  chancellors, 
whofe  cuftom,  in  their  addrefles  to  the  peers  and  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  was,  to  pitch  upon  iomc  text  of  Scrip- 
ture as  the  foundation  of  their  difcourfe,  and  to  run  a 
variety  of  quaint  diviiions  upon  that  and  any  other  paf- 
fages  of  the  facrcd  writings  which  occurred  to  their  memory, 
William  of  Wickham  had  the  good  fenie  to  depart  from 
this  abfurd  method,  and  to  propound  the  public  buflnels  in 
clear  and  natural  language.  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
that,  during  this  asra,  the  ufc  of  the  Norman  tongue  in  law 
proceedings  was  for  ever  aboliflicd  ;  an  alteration  which 
might  partly  be  The  refult  of  the  hatred  that  had  now  taken 
place  between  the  Engliih  and  the  French,  in  confequence 
of  their  violent  wars.  But  the  reafon  for  it  affigned  in  the 
preamble  to  the  ihture  is,  that  the  French  language  was 
too  much  unknown.  Hence  it  is  apparent  that  the  Saxon 
tongue  had  been  preferved  by  the  body  of  the  people ; 
though  with  the  intermixture  of  many  Norman  words, 
which  muft  unavoidably  have  crept  in,  from  the  French 
having  been  the  fafhionnble  language  of  the  great  and  the 
learned  for  the  fpace  of  almoll  three  centuries. 

With  regard  to  the  papal  encroachmenrs,  the  fame  fpirit 
which  was  (hewn  by  Edward  the  Firft,  was  cirried  on  by 
Edward  the  Third.  This  fpirit  had  relaxed  under  Edward 
the  Second,  who  hoping  to  find  in  the  pontiff  a  protecbon 
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againft  his  own  fubjects,  pradfcifed  fome  condefcenfions  and 
fubmiffions,  which  were  very  dimonourable  and  prejudicial 
to  the  nation.  But  no  fuch  meannefs  exiftcd  in  his  illuf- 
trious  fon,  who  took  fre(h  meafurcs  to  corrctft  the  info* 
lence,  and  difappoint  the  claims  of  the  Roman  fee.  One 
method  purfued  by  him  w<*s  to  repeal  the  tax  which  hid 
been  laid  upon  the  kingdom,  when  John  Lackland  had  in* 
famoufly  yielded  his  crown  to  the  pope.  Though  this  tax 
had  often  been  ncgle&ed,  and  the  payment  of  it  deferred 
for  a  confiderable  time,  the  right  to  i:  feemcd,  nsver- 
thelefs,  to  be  allowed,  and  the  biftiops  of  Rome  ufed  to 
obtain  the  money  at  favourable  opportunities.  The  tribute 
of  thirty  years  was  now  due,  and  Urban  the  Fifth  de- 
manded ic  with  fuch  haughtinefs,  as  to  nominate  com- 
miffioners  to  fummon  fcdward  to  his  court  in  cafe  of  a 
refufal.  Our  brave  monarch  was  not  a  of  a  temper  to 
brook  this  treatment.  He  laid  the  matter  before  his 
parliament,  who  unanimoufly  decided,  that  the  king  of 
England  could  not  legally  bring  the  nation  into  fuch  a 
fcrvitudc,  and  that  the  engagement  was  abfolutely  null* 
With  equal  unanimity  both  houks  declared,  that  they  would 
oppofe  the  pontiff  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  if  he  at- 
tempted to  profecutc  his  pretentions. 

The  papal  authority  received  a  farther  blow,  by  the  two 
famous  Itatutes  of  provifors  and  praemunire.  By  the  firft  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  pope  fhould  not  collate  any  ecclefi- 
aftical  benefices  in  prejudice  to  the  right  of  the  fovereign* 
the  chapters,  and  the  patrons ;  and  that  every  pcrfon  who, 
procured  refervations  from  Rome,  fhould  be  imprifoned. 
The  fecond  enacted,  that  all  who  carried  caufesintoa  foreign 
court,  the  cognizance  of  which  belonged  to  the  king's, 
fhould  be  deprived  of  their  liberty,  and  forfeit  their  lands, 
goods,  and  chattels  to  the  crown,  Thcfe  ftatutcs  evidently 
fhew  that  the  minds  of  men  were  not  held  in  that  ilavifh 
fubjccYion  to  the  Roman  fee  to  which  they  had  heretofore 
been  fubjedted.  Indeed  the  laity,  at  this  time,  were  ex- 
tremely averfe  to  the  impofitions  of  the  priefts,  and  com* 
plained  of  them  to  parliament  in  a  manner  which  Ihewed 
that  they  were  not  wholly  unprepared  for  a  mpre  general 
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reformation.  This  difpofition  of  the  people  acquired  ad« 
ditional  ftrength,  in  confequcnce  of  the  frcfh  fchilm  which, 
in  the  beginning  of  Richard  the  Second's  reign,  broke  out 
in  the  church,  between  Urban  the  Sixth  and  Clement  the 
Seventh.  The  contefts,  likewifc,  between  the  Mendicant 
friars  and  the  fecular  clergy,  tended  to  open  the  under- 
ltandings  of  the  latter ;  and  they  had  that  effect,  in  par* 
ticular,  with  regard  to  John  Wickliff,  who  introduced  the 
greateft  alteration  and  improvement  in  religious  knowledge, 
that  any  nation  had  experienced  for  many  centuries. 

This  man  had  the  fortitude  to  attack  not  only  the  tem- 
poral claims  and  encroachments  of  the  fovereign  pontiff, 
but  even  to  ftrike  at  the  foundation  of  the  papal  hierarchy. 
He  advanced  the  very  principles  now  embraced  by  Protec- 
tants, and  went  farther  than  Luther  and  feveral  of  the  prin- 
cipal reformers  afterwards  did.  The  age  was  not  fufficiently 
emerged  from  barbarifm,  it  was  not  fufficiently  capable  of 
fpeculation,  to  admit  a  general  change  in  its  fentiments  and 
worfhip  :  Wickliff,  however,  was  attended  with  a  fuccefs 
which  could  fcarccly  have  been  expeded.  His  opinions 
were  embraced  by  feveral  learned  men,  efpecially  at  Ox- 
ford ;  at  which  univerfity  they  maintained  their  ground  for 
a  confidcrable  time.  Pie  was  fupported  by  fome  of  the 
principal  nobility,  among  whom  were  the  Lord  Henry 
Percy,  marlhal  of  England,  and  John  of  Gaunt,  duke 
bf  Lancafter.  His  enemies  were  not  able  to  bring  him 
to  any  capital  punifhment ;  and  his  followers  became 
fo  numerous  as  to  conftitute  a  ftrong  party,  who  fepa- 
rated  in  form  from  the  church  of  Rome,  and  had  fuch  a 
confidence  in  their  multitudes,  and  the  dignity  of  their 
patrons,  as  boldly  to  propofe  their  fyftem  to  the  confi- 
deration  and  reception  of  parliament.  To  the  influence 
of  thefe  patrons  it  was  probably  owing,  that  the  power 
aflumed  by  the  bifhops  of  proceeding  againft  heretics,  was 
revoked.  Nor  was  the  light  (truck  out  by  Wickliff,  con- 
fined to  his  own  country.  It  was,  in  fome  meafure,  carried 
to  Bohemia  by  his  celebrated  difciplts,  John  Hufs  and  Je- 
rom  of  Prague,  where  it  produced  mighty  commotions  and 
fignal  events. 
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There  was  another  literary  revolution,  which  took  place 
jo  the  reigns  or  Edward  the  Third  and  Richard  the  Second; 
and  that  was,  the  appearance  of  poetry' in  our  own  tongue, 
with  no  fmall  degree  ot  fplcndour.    The  efforts,  (lome  of 
them  not  in  con  fulcra  ble)  which  were  made  at  writing  in 
Latin  verfe,  have  been  reprefented  by  us  in  a  former  ar- 
ticle.   To  the  prefent  period  was  rcferved  the  honour  of 
engaging  the  Mufes  to  fpeak  in  Engliih  with  fuch  dignity 
as  to  call  for  general  attention  and  admiration.    We  are 
not  to  imagine  that  before  this  time  no  attempts  of  verfifica- 
tion  were  made  in  our  native  language.    The  poetical  pro- 
ductions of  the  age,  if  fuch  they  may  be  called,  were  very 
numerous,  and  our  old  libraries  are  full  of  them.  Pre- 
vioufly  to  the  sera  concerning  which  we  arc  treating,  the 
Lives  of  the  Saints  were  written  in  verfe,  and  many  parts 
of  the  Bible  were  tranflated  in  the  fame  manner.    A  lovc- 
fong  and  fome  compofitions  of  a  milcellaneous  nature  occur 
in  the  reign  of  king  John.    Another  form  in  which  our 
early  poetry  often  appeared  was  that  of  fatire ;  and  when 
the  fatire  was  clothed  in  allegnry,  it  was  fometimes  con- 
ducted with  fuccels.     The  objects  on  which  it  was  exerted 
were,  for  the  moft  part,  the  lawyers  and  the  clergy.  But 
the  principal  efforts  of  our  yet  untutored  Mufes,  were 
rhyming  chronicles  and  metrical  romances.    In  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Firft,  the  character  of  our  poetical  compoiitions 
was  coniiderably  changed.    Either  fictitious  adventures  were 
fubftituted  by  the  minflrels  in  the  place  of  hiftorical  or 
traditionary  facts,  or  reality  was  difguiled  by  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  invention ;  and  a  tafte  for  ornamental  expref- 
fion  gradually  prevailed  over  the  rude  fimplicity  ot  the 
native  Engliih  phrafeology.    This  change  was  occafioncd, 
among  other  caufes,  by  the  introduction  and  increafe  of  the 
rales  of  chivalry.  *    It  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Second  that  the  metrical  romances  chiefly  flourifhed;  and, 
though  the  poetry  of  them  was,  in  general,  very  rude,  im- 
perfect, and  feeble,  they  occalionaily  exhibited  gleams  of 
imagination.    One  of  them,  entitled  "  Kyng  of  Tars," 
•  « 

*  Mr.  VYartoa. 

has 


x\i         A   SHORT  VIEW  OF 

has  a  warmth  of  defer ipt km  in  certain  paffages  that  is  not 
unlike  the  manner  of  Chaucer.  From  the  productions  we 
are  now  fpeakingof,  this  great  poet  and  his  contemporaries 
undoubtedly  derived  fome  advantages ;  but  it  was  their 
acquaintance  with  Italian  learning  that  (till  more  enabled 
them  to  produce  a  literary  revolution  in  their  own  country. 
Surprifing  effects  had  been  wrought  in  Iraly  by  the  genius 
and  the  writings  of  Dante  and  Petrarch.  Our  Engiifli 
poets  were  not  equally  happy  in  their  endeavours  to  en- 
lighten the  underftanding,  and  to  refine  the  tafte,  of  the 
Englifh  nation.  They  had  greater  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  and  were  far  more  unfavourably  Mtuated  for  obtain- 
ing a  conqueft  over  them.  Their  ftyle  was  rough,  and  the 
harmony  of  their  poetic  numbers  was  very  defc&ivc.  Nc- 
vcrthelefs,  we  are  much  indebted  to  them  for  applying  fo 
ftfliduoufly  to  the  ftudy  of  their  native  language,  and  for 
contributing,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  to  its  enrichment 
and  cultivation.  The  change  effected  by  them  i«,  upoa 
the  whole,  an  important  event  in  the  hiftory  of  Britifh  lite- 
rarure.  A  more  particular  view  of  their  abilities  and  cha- 
Ta&er,  will  occur  in  the  account  which  follows  of  the 
learned  men  who  flourifhed  between  the  acceflion  of  Ed- 
ward the  Firft  and  the  death  of  Richard  the  Second. 

When  we  look  into  the  accounts  of  the  Britiih  writers 
which  have  been  given  us  by  Leland  and  other  biogra. 
pheis,  and  obferve  the  multitude  of  perfons  whom  theft 
biographers  have  refcued  from  oblivion,  together  with  the 
praifes  they  have  bellowed  upon  them,  as  excelling  in 
almoft  every  branch  of  knowledge,  and  only  defective 
with  refpedt  to  the  elegance  of  their  flyle,  we  are  ready 
to  believe  that  the  times  preceding  the  Reformation  were 
much  more  learned  than  has  tiiuaily  been  imagined. 
Should  we  allow  full  credit  to  the  encomiums  which 
our  historians  have  fo  liberally  poured  on  a  number  of 
men,  whofe  works  are  now  either  totally  loft,  or  utterly 
negltdted,  we  might  hence  fee  that  literature  is  of  no  avail 
without  tafte ;  and  that,  if  fctence  be  communicated  in  bar- 
barous language,  it  will  be  treated  with  difru^ard  and  con- 
tempt by  a  polite  and  cultivated  age.    But  the  greatcft 
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part  of  our  ancient  monadic  authors,  notwithstanding  the 
pompous  eulogiums  we  read  concerning  them,  were  as  de- 
spicable for  the  matter,  as  for  the  expreffion  of  their  per- 


the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  whofe  compositions  are  no 
Iqnger  valuable;  and,  a*  learning  cannot  be  purfued,  even 
in  the  moft  difadvanrageous  manner,  without  produc- 
ing good  effects  in  certain  inftances,  a  diligent  enquirer 
will  always  find  fomc  few  names  that  are  worthy  of  being 
mentioned  with  particular  elteem.  Where  this  is  the  cafe, 
there  is  a  plcafure  in  paying  the  tribute  due  to  departed 
merit ;  and  it  is  doing  honour  to  our  country,  to  let  none 
be  forgotten  who  have  a  lawful  title  to  remembrance  and 
applaufe. 

Though  general  light  feemcd  rather  to  increafe  during 
the  period  we  are  treating  of,  yet,  excepting  two  or  three 
illultrious  men  who  fprang  up  towards  the  conclusion  of  ir, 
it  did  not  produce  a  fet  of  writers  equal  in  abilities  and 
character  to  thofe  who  flourished  in  the  preceding  acra. 
Natural  phiiofophy,  unlefs  we  are  difpofed  to  grant  that 
appeliationrto  the  idle  trcatifes  of  the  fchoolmen,  was  much 
upon  the  decline.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  deemed  furprifwg, 
when  it  is  considered  what  a  bright  example  was  fet,  and 
what  prodigious  difcoveries  were  made,  by  Roger  Bacon* 
But  his  very  example  might  deter  others  from  following 
the  {fogies  which  had  only  expofed  him  to  perfecution ; 
•and  the-cerlections  thrown  upon  him  as  a  magician,  might 
occafion  his  works  to  be  defignedly  neglected  and  avoided. 
The  fucceffion  of  peftilences  which  broke  out  1n  the  four* 
teenth  century,  and  which  were  terrible  and  destructive  to 
a  degree  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  hiftory,  mull,  like- 
wife,  have  obstructed  the  advancement  of  feience.  Th* 
great  plague  in  1349,  carried  off  nine  parts  in  ten  of  the 
clergy.  The  parity  churches  were  deferted ;  the  fchooll  at 
Ojcfard  were  ftut  up  1  the  fcholars  ekhcr  died,  or  difperfed 
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themfelves  into  remote  quarters ;  and  illiterate  laymen,  win 
had  loft  their  wives  in  the  general  defolation,  were  permit* 
ted  to  aflame  the  ecclefiaftical  habit.   This  plague  was  fuo 
ceeded  by  others,  in  136 1,  1370,  1381,  and  1382.  Such 
dreadful  events  muft  evidently  have  tended  to  deftroy  the 
little  learning  which  then  fubfifted  in  the  nation ;  and,  as 
peculiar  havock  was  made  by  them  at  Oxford,  they  might 
contribute  to  a  fpeedier  forgetfulnefs  of  Roger  Bacon,  and  his 
admirable  improvements.    Some  few  there  were,  however, 
who  trod  in  his  fteps,  though  their  names  cannot,  in  any 
meafure,  be  put  in  competition  with  his.    Thomas  Bongey 
was  a  diligent  cultivator  of  natural  knowledge,  and  fo  fu- 
perior,  in  this  refpedt,  to  his  contemporaries,  that,  like  his 
illuftiiou3  predccelfor,  he  was  charged  with  addicting  him- 
felf  to  magic.    Roger  of  Hereford,  whom  we  mentioned, 
in  a  former  article,  as  having  drawn  up  a  Theory  of  the 
Planets,  which  fad  we  now  confider  as  doubtful,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  author  of  a  work  upon  metals,  faid  to  have 
been  fkillfully  and  elegantly  written.    Chemiftry,  or  rather 
alchemy,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
had  paflcd  from  the  Spanifli  Saracens,  through  France, 
into  England,  and  had  been  purfucd,  for  a  while,  with 
great  zeal,  was  almoft  wholly  neglected  in  the  prefent  pe- 
riod. 

The  aftronomy  of  the  times,  which  too  much  confifted 
in  the  abfurd  calculations  of  judicial  aftrology,  was  ftudied 
by  feveral  pcrfons  ;  among  whom  we  find  the  names  of  Man- 
duit,  Oftervvood,  Bright,  who  wrote  a  treatife  upon  the  Pla- 
nets, and  Nicholas  Linenfis,  who  is  referred  to  by  Chaucer, 
in  his  Aftrolabe.  The  fame  men  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
mathematics ;  and  others  may  be  added  to  the  lift.  Among 
thefe,  Bradwardin,  afterwards  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
was  the  mod  celebrated,  and  hath  obtained,  even  among 
foreigners,  the  reputation  of  having  been  the  belt  mathe- 
matician of  his  age.  Nor  did  John  Halifax  come  much 
behind  him  in  geometrical  fcience,  if  indeed  he  was  at  all  his 
inferior  in  that  refpedt.  We  read  too  of  one  mechanical 
genius,  Richard  of  Wallingford,  abbot  of  St.  Albans, 
who  applied  his  mathematical  knowledge  to  practice,  and 
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eaufed  a  clock  to  be  conftrudted,  which  was  then  eftecmed 
the  mod  curious  piece  of  workmanfhip  of  the  kind  in  Eu- 
rope. It  marked  the  courfe  of  the  fun  and  the  moon,  and 
the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide ;  was  adorned  with  a  repre- 
prefentation  of  the  fixed  ftars,  and  contained  a  prodigious 
number  of  lines,  with  figures  and  demonftrations.  The  in- 
ventor of  it  gave  it  the  name  of  Albion,  and  compofed 
a  book  defcribing  its  mcchanifm,  with  directions  to  the 
monks  in  what  manner  to  keep  it  in  order.  Among  the 
mathematical  inflruments  which  were  then  in  ufe,  quadrants 
and  fpecula,  or  fpying-glaffes,  are  frequently  mentioned. 

Michael  Scot,  generally  efteemed  a  native  of  the  county 
of  Fife  in  Scotland,  though  fome  writers  reprefent  him  as 
having  been  born  near  Durham,  ought  to  have  been  intro- 
duced by  us  in  our  laft  Number,  as  he  flourifhed  during 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third.  He  obtained  the  title  of 
the  mathematician  among  the  learned,  and  of  the  magician 
among  the  vulgar.  So  great  was  his  reputation,  that  he 
was  invited  by  the  emperor  Frederick  the  Second,  or  Ger- 
many, to  affirt  him  in  the  defign  of  procuring  Latin  tranfla- 
tions  of  the  works  of  Ariftotle,  and  of  the  other  philofo- 
phcrs  and  phyficians  of  Greece.  For  this  tafk  he  was  well 
qualified,  both  by  his  knowledge  of  Arillotlc's  writings  and 
his  acquaintance  with  the  Arabic  and  Grecian  languages. 
With  all  the  learning  he  had  all  the  credulity  and  weak- 
nefles  of  the  times ;  for  judicial  aftroiogy,  alchemy,  pby- 
fiognomy,  and  chiromancy,  were  among  the  fludies  that 
engaged  his  attention.* 

The  love  of  life  implanted  in  the  breaft  of  man,  and 
which  urges  us  to  feek  for  remedies  when  we  are  attacked 
by  diftempers,  did  not  permit  the  art  of  medicine  to  be 
wholly  negledted.  Manduit,  already  mentioned  as  an  aftro- 
nomer,  was  likewife  a  medical  writer.  John  de  Gaddefden 
was  the  author  of  a  treatife,  entitled,  Rofa  Medica;  and 
Gilbert  Englifh  wrote  feveral  tracts  that  have  been  highly 
extolled,  but  which  only  (hew  that  his  (kill  as  a  phyfkian 
put  him  upon  a  footing  with  fome  of  the  ableft  of  his  con* 
temporaries. 

*  Dr.  Hcury 
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Philological  and  Polite  Literature,  till  it  wis  revived  at 
the  clofe  of  this  aera,  was  in  as  low  a  Gate  as  Natural  Phi- 
lofophy.  We  meet  with  but  one  perfon  who  was  (killed  in 
the  Hebrew  language,  and  this  was  Gregory  Hunter,  a 
monk  of  Ramfey,  who,  when  the  goods  ot  the  Jews  were 
confifcated  and  fold  at  Stamford  and  Huntingdon,  during 
the  perfecution  that  was  raifed  againft  them  by  Edward  the 
Firft,  bought  their  manufcripts,  and  betook  himfelf  to  the 
afliduous  ftudy  of  the  Old  Teltament  in  its  original  tongue. 
We  know  not  that  any  others  did  the  fame  :  for,  though 
William  Britton  drew  up  a  Lexicon  to, the  Bible,  yet,  as  we 
are  exprefsly  told  that  it  was  calculated  only  for  the  fervicc 
of  common  divines,  we  may  be  well  allured  of  its  having 
had  a  reference  to  nothing  but  the  Vulgate  Latin. 

Though  we  have  fcen  that  lb  much  poetry  was  produced 
in  the  beginning  of  the  period  before  us,  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  names  of  the  writers  of  it  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
buried  in  oblivion.  We  know  not  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  far  the  greater  number  of  metrical  romances,  and 
other  compofitions  which  the  age  afforded.  It  is  probable 
that  they  were  the  productions  of  monks,  who  lived  and 
died  unknown  in  their  convents.  The  firft  poet  whofe 
name  occurs  is  Robert  of  Gloucefter,  who  flourifhed  about 
the  year  1280.  He  was  a  monk  of  the  abbey  of  Glou- 
cefter, and  compofed  a  poem  of  confiderable  length,  which 
is  a  Hiftory  of  England  in  verfe,  from  Brutus  to  his  own 
time.  At  the  clofe  of  Edward  the  Firft's  reign,  we  meet 
with  another  poet,  named  Robert  Mannyng,  but  more  com- 
monly Robert  de  Brunne,  who  appears,  however,  only  as 
a  tranflator.  The  work  tranflated,  or  rather  paraphrafe4 
by  him,  was  originally  written  by  Robert  Grofteft,  and  was 
entitled,  Manual  de  Pechr,  or  the  Manual  of  Sins.  Among 
the  authors  of  the  metrical  romances  in  Edward  the  Second's 
time,  Adam  Davie  is  the  only  perfon  whole  name  has  de- 
scended to  pofterity.  Robert  Ballon,  a  poet  who  attended 
this  monarch  in  his  expedition  to  Scotland,  wrote  chiefly 
in  Latin.  It  was  not  till  Edward  the  Third's  reign  that  the 
geniufes  fprang  up,  who  produced  that  poetic  revolution  we 
have  already  mentioned,  and  which  rcfleds  fo  much  honour 
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on  themfclves  and  on  their  country.  Richard  Hampolc,  a 
dodtor  in  divinity,  of  the  order  of  Sr.  Auguftine,  muft  not 
be  reckoned  in  the  number  of  thefe  geniuiVs.  llobcrc 
Longlande,  who  flourimed  about  the  year  1350,  and  who 
was  rhe  author  of  the  poem  called  "  T  he  Vihon  of  Pierce 
Piowman"  merits  a  far  fupcrior  diftin&ion.  This  poem 
conrains  a  ferics  of  diftindt  vifions,  in  which  the  vices  of 
almoft  every  profeflion,  particularly  of  the  clergy,  and  the 
abfurditics  of  fupcrlhrion,  arc  ridiculed  with  much  humour 
and  fpirir.  The  fat  ire  is  accompanied  with  a  ilrong  vein  of 
allegorical  invention.  The  grand  defect  of  Longlande  lies 
in  his  language.  He  hath  adopted  the  ftyle  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  poets,  apd  imitated  them  in  their  alliterative  verifi- 
cation ;  the  confequcncc  of  which  is  that  he  is  remarkably 
uncouth,  and  fomeiimes-  obfeurc.  It  is  to  be  lamcnrrd  that 
io  much  genius  and  abilities  ihould  be  hidden  by  fuch  an 
unpleafant  and  ungracious  mode  of  competition.  Bad  as 
the  model  fee  by  Longlande  was,  he  had  a  number  of  imi- 
tators. There  w.is  a  Scottifh  poet  in  the  prelent  period  who 
is  entitled  to  diftinguifhed  praifes.  The  perfon  we  have  in 
view  is  John  Barbour,  arch-deacon  of  Aberdeen.  His  poem 
called  "  The  Hiftory  of  Robert  Bruce,  King  of  the  Scots," 
allowance  being  made  for  the  time  in  which  it  was  written, 
is  eminent  for  the  beauty  of  its  ftyle.  Another  bard  of  the 
fame  country  wrote  a  poem  on  the  exploits  of  fir  William 
Wallace,  which  abounds  with  fine  paflage«.  Both  thefe 
wrireis  rofc  to  a  drain  of  verification,  expreflion,  and  poea 
tical  imagery,  greatly  fuperior  to  the  age  and  country  in 
which  they  lived*. 

We  are  now  arrived  to  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  who  claims 
the  higheft  place  of  diftin&ion,  on  account  of  his  pre- 
eminent: merit,  and  the  nit  re  exienfive  influence  of  his 
example.  Into  the  particulars  of  his  life,  which  are  mi-4 
nutcly  di  feu  fled  in  the  Biographia,  uc  mail  not  enter.  It 
may  be  fufficient  tp  fay,  that  he  was  converfant  with  the 
court,  and  engaged  in  public  affairs;  that  he  was  clofely 
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connected  with  John  of  Gaunt,  artel  married  the  fifter  of 
the  famous  Catharine  Swynford  ;  that  he  was  involved  in 
the  misfortunes,  of  his  friend  and  matter ;  that  he  was 
obliged  to  flee  into  Holland  when  the  duke  was  difgraced ; 
and  that  he  afterwards  returned  into  England,  upon  the 
reftoration  of  his  patron  to  power  and  favour*    Our  bufi- 
nefs  is  with  his  literary  character,  which  was  truly  illuf- 
trious ;  though  on  this  it  is  the  lefs  neeeflary  to  enlarge,  as 
k  has  within  thefe  few  years  been  fo  accurately  and  amply 
difplaycd  by  fuch  writers  as  a  Tyrwhit  and  a  Warton* 
Chaucer  was  (killed  in  all  the  learning  of  the  age,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  aftronomy,  as  appears  from  his  Aftrolabe,  wherein* 
he  hath  collected  together  whatever  was  valuable  in  the 
works  of  thofc  who  had  gone  before  him  in  the  (ludy 
of  that  feience.    He  wrote  in  Englifh  profe,  as  well  a* 
vcrfc,  being  perfuaded  that  it  was  the  duty  of  able  men  to- 
cultivate  their  native  tongue ;  to  which  opinion  he  feems 
to  have  been  led,  by  confidering  the  fuccefs  pf  Petrarch; 
in*  adopting  the  fame  method  in  Italy. 

Chaucer  is  cnritled  to  eminent  praife  as  a  poet.    He  was 
endued  with  a  fine  genius,  and  fhone  in  very  different  kinds 
of  compofition.    H:s  Canterbury  Tales  are  mafter-piecesr 
which  exhibit  a  wonderful  variety  of  talents ;  for  they 
abound  with  the  fublime  and  the  pathetic,  with  admirable 
fatire,  genuine  humour,- and  an  uncommon  knowledge  of 
life.    The  ftories  told  by  the  feveral  guefts  are  exactly 
fuited  to  their  characters,  and  clearly  evince  that  the  author, 
notwithstanding  the  aids  he  derived  from  his  acquaintance 
.with  Italian  literature,  was  pofleffed  of  a  noble  invention 
and  a  fruitful  imagination.    Whatever  were  the  defects  of 
his  flyle,  they  were  entirely  the  defects  of  the  period  in 
which  he  flouriflied.    At  the  fame  time  it  has  a  claim  ro 
much  higher  praife  than  it  hath  frequently  received.  The. 
accufations  of  a  want  of  harmony  in  his  verification  have 
often  proceeded  from  an  ignorance  of  the  itructure  of  our 
language  in  that  age,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
pronounced.    Chaucer  is  ufually  characterized  as  the  father 
of  the  Englifh  poetry  :  he  was  undoubtedly  the  firft  perfon 
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in  England  to  whom  the  appellation  of  a  poc%  in  its"  <*c- 
nuine  luitre,  could  be  applied.  Refits  the  enrichment  that 
he  added  to  our  native  tmgue  in  general",  he  had  the  ho- 
nour  of  efttfblithing  the  Em-lim  heroic  verfe,  in  which  fo 
many  beautiful  o  mpofitions  have  fince  appeared. 

^  It  is  obfcrvable  that  Chaucer  was  uncommonly  free  in 
his  religious  fentiments,  and  employed  his  talents  not  only 
in  lafhing  the  immoralities  of  the  priefts,  but  even  in  co- 
vertly attacking  fome  of  the  dodrine*  of  the  Church  of 
Rome:  nor  hath  it  been  imagined  without  reafon  that  he 
was  a  great  favourer,  if  not  a  direct  follower  of  WicklifT. 

Another  poet  of  this  sra,  who  is  entitled  to  coniidcr- 
able  applaufe,  is  John  Gower.  He  was  the  intimarc  friend 
of  Chaucer,  and  co-operated  with  him  in  all  his  valuable 
defigns.  With  refpeft  to  religion,  he  was  equally  enlarged 
«n  his  ientiments;  fo  natural  is  the  connection  between 
•genius  and  the  love  of  liberty.  Though  he  was  much  in- 
ferior to  Chaucer  in  fpirit,  imagination,  and  elegance,  his 
language  is  not  deflitute  of  perfpicuity,  and  his  verification 
is  frequently  harmonious.  His  courfe  of  reading  was  very 
cxtenfive,  and  his  learning  was  accompanied  with  a  know- 
ledge of  life.  He  critically  cultivated  his  native  tongue, 
that  he  might  reform  its  irregularities,  and  caablilh  an  En- 
glifh  ftyle.  His  poems  arc  diltinguifhed  for  their  moral 
merit.  Jn  fliort,  if  Chaucer  had  not  exited,  Gower  would 
alone  have  been  fufficient  to  refcue  the  age  he  lived  in  from 
•     the  imputation  of  barbarifm  *. 

From  the  poets  Jet  us  pafs  on  to  the  hiftorians,  whom  we 
/hall  not  find  equal  to  their  predeceflbrs  in  the  fame  fpecies 
of  compofnion.  The  Compendium  of  Thomas  Wikes 
which  begins  with  the  Conquelt,  and  ends  at  the  death  of 
Edward  I.  is  clear  and  full  in  its  narration  of  fcveral 
events.  The  Chronicle  that  goes  under  the  name  of  John 
Brumpton,  is  copious  in  its  accounts  of  the  Saxons,  and 
Xranfcrihes  many  of  their  Jaws  at  large.    Higdcn,  though 
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a  plagiary,  prcferves  fome  things  which  would  otherwife  bavd 
teen  loft.  Matthew  of  Weftminfter  concluded  his  Annals 
at  the  year  1307  ;  but  his  work  was  continued  by  other 
hands,  and  particularly  by  Adam  de  Merimuth,  to  1380* 
All  thefe  authors  are  ufeful,  for  want  of  better  inttruc*- 
tion ;  and  we  may  add  to  them,  though  he  was  fomewhat 
later  in  point  of  t  me,  fir  John  Froiftart,  who  was  born  in 
France,  and  wrote  in  the  language  of  that  country,  but 
who  was  brought  up  in  the  court  of  Edward  the  Third, 
His  view  of  the  reigns  of  that  monarch,  and  his  grandfon 
Richard  the  Second,  is  plain,  honeft,  and  valuable  :  it  is  de- 
icriptive  of  the  manners  of  the  times;  and  has  been  of  no 
fmall  fervicc  to  our  modern  hiftorians.  Walter  Hemming-* 
ford,  Nicholas  Trivcr,  Rulph  Baldock,  Thomas  Otterbourn, 
Robert  de  Avcfbury,  Hmry  Knvghton,  J  ihn  de  Fordun,and 
W  illiam  Packingron,  fecrerary  ro  the  Black  Prince,  were 
hiftorical  writers  during  the  prefent  period.  The  merit  of 
Trivet  and-  Rob  rt  dc  Avcfbury  is  fuperior  to  that  of  the  reft, 
The  Hiftoru-s  of  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Second,  by  John 
de  Tmkelowe,  and  Henry  dc  Blaneford,  contain  fome 
curious  circumilanccs,  the  knowledge  of  which  could  not 
be  obtained  from  any  other  fourccs. 

But  this  age  produced  what  was  then  extremely  remark- 
able, an  extcnlive  and  illuftrious  traveller.  This  was  fir  John 
!Mandev"fi!e,  a  perfon  tlefcendcd  from  an  ancient  and  noble 
family.  He  had  received  his  education  at  the  monaftery  of 
St.  Albans,  and  applied  himfcif,  for  a  while,  to  the  common 
fludies  of  the  day,  and  efpecially  to  phyfic ;  but  at  length 
he  was  feized  with  an  invincible  deftre  of  vifiting  Afia  and 
Africa.  Having  amply  provided  himfelf  for  the  purpofe, 
he  fct  out  upon  his  undertaking  in  133?,  and  was  abfent 
h  om  Jingland  thirty-four  years.  When  he  returned  to  his 
native  country  he  was  fcarcely  known,  and  had  long  been 
given  up  for  dead  by  his  relations  and  friends.  He  acquired 
an  acquaintance  with  many  modern  languages,  in  the  eourfe 
pf  his  adventures,  and  wiote  his  Travels  in  Latin,  French, 
and  linglifti.  Several  falfe  and  fanciful  things  are  to  be 
fpund  in  them,  as  he  was  extremely  credulous,  and  tells  us 
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not  only  what  he  faw,  but  what  he  heard.  In  other  re- 
fpeds  his  account  of  the  countries  he  pafled  through  de- 
ferves  attention  ;  and,  excepting  Paulus  Venutus,  he  was 
the  firlt  man  that  opened  the  knowledge  of  the  remoter 
parts  ot  the  world  to  the  Wcttern  Europeans. 

We  come  now  to  the  divines  of  the  period,  and  might 
here  mention  a  great  number  of  fchoolmcn  ;  but  3S  we 
ret'trvc  them  for  future  conh\ieration,  we  fhall  only  at  prefent 
take  notice,  that  John  Duns  Scotus  and  William  Ockham 
are  iilutfrous  names  in  the  hiftory  of  fchoiaftic  theology. 
Thomas  Doching,  Nicholas  Gorham,  and  T.  Hall,  betides 
their  proficiency  in  this  theology,  diftinguifhed  thcmfelves 
as  interpreters  of  Scripture.  But  it  was  John  Baconthorpe 
who  was  '  he  mod  eminent  in  this  refpefr.  Indeed,  confider- 
ing  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  he  was  an  extraordinary  mart. 
He  publilhed  Commentaries  upon  the  whole  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftamenr,  and  his  works  gained  a  reputation  abroad, 
which  continued  a  long  time.  Bradwardin's  Treatife  againft 
the  Pelagians  was  likewifc  much  celebrated  for  feveral 
centuries. 

The  grand  luminary  of  this  sera,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  was  John  Wickliff.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford, 
where  he  made  an  uncommon  progrefs  in  all  the  literature 
of  the  age,  and  obtained  the  chief  rank  in  philofophy  and 
divinity.  His  abilities  and  character  recommended  him  to 
the  notice  of  111 i p,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  who  ap- 
pointed him  rector  of  Canterbury-hall;  but  under  Lang- 
ton,  the  lucceiibr  of  Iflip,  he  and  the  other  members  were 
turned  our,  toimakc  room  for  the  Mendicant  friars.  Some 
impute  to  this  event  his  oppofition  to  the  Romifh  church. 
Whether  there  be  anv  juflice  in  this  imputation,  cannot  now 
be  certainly  determined  ;  but,  whatever  his  motives  were, 
he  dared  to  think  nobly  and  to  write  freely.  That  he  had  a  fo- 
lid  and  enlarged  underftanding  is  evident  from  the  principles 
advanced  by  him  ;  principles  which  will  appear  the  more 
remarkable,  when  we  confider  the  period  wherein  he 
exifted,  and  that  he  actually  went  farther  than  many  of 
the  firft  reformers,    He  had  the  good  fenfc  to  fix  Christianity 
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on  its  right  foundation,  by  aflerting  the  abfolute  fuffieirncy 
of  the  Scriptures  as  a  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  He  denied 
the  fuprcmacy  and  jurisdiction  of  the  pope,  the  corporal 
prefence  of  our  Saviour  in  the  facramenr,  and  the  authority 
of  the  bifhops  to  inflict  temporal  punilhments  upon  reli- 
gious offenders.  That  his  fentiments  were  not  in  every 
refpect  equally  rational,  will  be  no  matter  of  furprize  to  a 
reflecting  mind..  The  wonder  i6,  that  in  an  age  fo  igno- 
rant, and  with  difad vantages  fo  great,  he  proceeded  to  the 
length  which  he  did  in  the  rejection  of  error  and  the  in- 
veftigation  of  truth.  For  his  heretical  opinions  he  was 
cited  before  his  fupcriors,  and  his  doctrines  were  condemn* 
ed  ;  bur,  being  fupported  by  powerful  patrons,  he  efcaped 
the  malignity  of  his  enemies,  and  lived  and  died  in  peace. 
It  ought  not  to  be  omiircd,  'hat  he  tranflated  the  Bible;  a 
grand  undertaking  !  which  (hewed  his  real  regard  for  the 
honour  of  revelation.  He  was  not,  however,  the  firft  that 
gave  us  the  Old  and  New  TclTament  in  the  vulgar  tongue. 
John  Trevyfa,  canon  of  Weftbuvy,  in  Wiitfhirc,  and  a 
great  traveller,  did  the  fame,  in  the  period  we  are  treating 
of;  and  mention  is  made  in  our  ancient  authors  of  other 
verfions,  of  a  flill  older  date.  This  Trevyfa  was  one  of  the 
firft  fcholars  of  his  time,  and  was  patronized  in  his  learned 
undertakings  by  Thomas  lord  Berkeley.  Wickliff,  who 
docs  not  appear  to  have  underftood  the  Hebrew  language, 
collected  what  Latin  Bibles  he  could  find ;  from  which  he 
made  one  correct  copy,  and  from  this  he  tranflated.  He 
afterwards  examined  the  belt  commentators  then  extant, 
and  from  them  infcited  in  his  margin  the  paffages  in  which 
the  Latin  differed  from  the  Hebrew  *. 

Mr.  Hume  has  reprefented  Wickliff  and  his  followers  as 
a  fet  of  enthufiafts.  Without  entering  into  a  controverfy 
with  this  elegant  hiflonan,  we  (hall  content  ourfelves  with 
obferving,  that  nothing  peculiarly  enthufiaflic  can  be  traced 
in  the  character  and  conduct  of  Wickliff  himfelf.  It  is  ap- 
parent, from  his  whole  behaviour,  that  he  was  not  one  of 
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thofc  men  who  fcorn  ro  decline  danger,  and  fecm  to  court 
perfecution.  Let  it,  at  the  fame  time,  be  remembered,  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  fuch  enthufiafts  a9  Wickliff,  truth, 
knowledge,  and  liberty,  would  never  have  exifted  in  the 
world. 

Among  the  learned  difciplesof  this  reformer,;  PatefljuH,  . 
ifter  his  mailer  s  death,  was  the  chief  defender  of  his  fen- 
timents,  and  was  at  length  obliged  to  fly  into  Bohemia, 
where  he  became  very  famous  amoi  g  the  Huflkes.  Rc- 
pyndon  appeared  for  a  while  in  the  fame  caufe,  but  was 
induced  to  defert  and  perfecute  it,  for  the  fake  of  pre- 
ferment. 

The  opinions  advanced  by  the  Lollards  gave  rife  to  a 
grand  controverfy,  in  which  Binham,  Dymock,  Sharpe, 
Swaffham,  and  many  more  whofc  names  are  not  worthy  of 
being  refcued  from  oblivion,  diftinguiflied  themfelves  on 
the  oppofite  fide.  Another  fubjedr.  of  debate  was,  the  me- 
thod of  healing  the  famous  fchifm  between  Urban  VI.  and 
Clement  VII.  John  Colden  and  Thomas  Palmer  exerted 
their  talents  on  this  queftion,  which  was  deemed  important 
in  thofe  days,  but  muft  now  be  regarded  as  altogether  in- 
fignificant  and  contemptible. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  article  with  mentioning  a  few  per- 
fons  who,  though  not  eminent  fcholars  themfelves,  merit  our 
gratitude  and  applaufc  as  the  generous  patrons  and  promoters 
cf  literature.  Edward  the  Third  is  faid,  by  fome  writers,  to 
have  been  an  encourager  of  learning;  and  the  account  will 
not  be  thought  improbable,  when  we  reflect  on  the  great 
improvements  that  were  made  in  the  latter  end  of  his  reign. 
John  of  Gaunr,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  is,  without  controverfy, 
entitled  to  diftinguiflied  honour  in  this  refpett  ;  for  he  was 
the  zealous  protector  and  friend  of  the  two  molt  illulUious 
men  of  the  age,  Ch.iucer  and  Wicklilf.  Richard  Aunger- 
vyle,  chancellor  of  England,  fparcd  no  labour  or  ex  pence 
in  collecting  books  from  all  parts,  of  which  he  made  a 
prcfent  to  the  univerfiry  of  Oxford,  where  he  cllablilhcd  a 
publ'»c  library.  But  the  mod  liberal* benefactor  to  feience 
William- of  Wiekham,  who,  during  his  own  life,  and 
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at  a  prodigious  expence,  founded  the  college  at  Winchefter, 
and  New-college  at  Oxford.  Thefe  feminaries  were  formed 
by.  him  upon  a  plan,  the  wifdom  of  which  hath  rendered 
them  Angularly  ufeful  down  to  the  prefent  day  ;  and  he 
had  the  honour  to  be  exactly  imitated  by  feveral  illuftrious 
men,  as  will  be  feeri  when  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention 
the  literary  eftabliihments  of  Henry  Chicheley,  William  of 
Waynefleet,  and  king  Henry  the  Sixth, 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Meeting  of  Parliament.   Votes  of  Supply*  Receipt  Tax.  Committee  to  enquire 
into  Frauds  committed  on  the  Reotnue,.    Etpulfion  of  Mt .  Atkinfon. 

THOUGH  the  great  variety  policy  could  refifr,  and  not  in  any 
of  public  bufinefs,  and  the  original  want  of  congeniality 
change* that  had  taken  place  in  the  frienJlhip  to  the  noble  lord  in  this 
adminiftration  of  affairs,  had  pro-  houie  of  commons.  Though  drip* 
tracked  the  hVing  of  parliament  ped  of  power  and  patronage,  fye 
through  a  great  part  of  the  fum-  lUll  retained  an  influence  in  thofe 
meroftheycar  1 7^3,  it  was  thought  walls,  which  would  render  him  a 
proper  to  call  them  together  again  formidable  enemy  to  any  minitier 
for  their  fourth  fclTion  fo  early  as  againlt  whom  he  fiiould  direct  hit 
the  1  ith  day  of  November.     1  his  exertions  j  and  it  was  fpecdily  per- 
aflcmblv  bad  not  indeed  as  yet  ccived,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
palled  through  the  half  of  the  pe-  of  thole  threats  of  profecution  and 
riod  of  exigence  afligned  them  by  puniihmcnt,  which  ar,c  naturally 
law  ;  but  few  of  their  predeccilbrs  pointed  againft  an  unfuccefstul  mi* 
had  witneflcd  fo  many  revolutions  nilter,  to  teach  him  the  leflbas  of 
of  the  perfons  called  upontotranf-  timidity  and  forbearance,    i  he  ad- 
act  the  buunefs  of  their  country,  mini  It  ration  of  lord  North  had  beca 
They  had  been  elected  under  the  followed  by  the  appointment  of  a 
aufpices  of  lord  North  ;  and  we  let  of  men,  from  whom  the  majo* 
believe  the  minirtcr  had  as  much  rity  of  their  countrymen  had  form* 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  fuc-  cd    very   fanguine  expectations, 
cefs  in  that  afiair,  as  with  any  of  But  thele  expectations  were  deuincd 
the  various  operations  that  had  to  be  overturned  almoft  as  loon  as 
taken  place  under  his  direction,  railed.    The  untimely  death  of 
They  had  indeed  afterwards  been  their   leader,  and    the  unhappy 
active  in  difplacing  him  from  the  mifunderftandings  that  fuccecded, 
helm   of  government ;   but  the  fpecdily   demolilhed  a  fabric,  of 
caufe  of  that  proceeding  is  to  be  which  the  public  had  conceived  far 
fought  in  a  certain  combination  other  hopes.    The  wing  of  the 
of  circumftancc*   that  no  human  building  (if  we  may  be  allowed  to 

A  2  purfue 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


4  BRITISH  AND 

purfuc  our  metaphor)  that  fiill  re-  who  inferred  an  Abandonment  of 
mained,  had  perhaps  by  this  de-  public  chara&tr  from  impropriety 
falcation  been  too  mjch  narrowed,  of  private  conduct,  or  who  con- 
to  bid  fair  forjiny  l-.ing  duration,  ceived  so  ample  property  to  be  the> 
The  fuUcqucfft  alcenuancy  of  the  moft  eligible  iecurity  for  minifterial 
earl  «:t  iSLeltjgrnc  was  fcartcly  be-  rectitude,  were  by  no  means  pleafed 
held  by  any  party  with  an  eye  of  to  fee  Mr.  Fox  rciiored  to  to  con- 
complacence;   and,    though  .  the  fpicuous  a  ftation.    And  the  friends 
manners  of  that  nobleman  be  ex-  of  prerogative,   and  fomc,  who 
trcmely  elegant  and  courtly,  they  would   have   been  difpleafed  at 
fecmed,  by  a  Grange  fatality,  leis  being  included  in  the  appeilation 
to  have  conciliated  good-will  than  of  Tories,  were  averfe  to  the  pre- 
to  have  excited  jealoufy,  fufpicion,  fcnt  government,   becaufe,  as  it 
and  envy.  was  faid,  "  they  had  taken  the 
The  adminifi ration  formed  in  the  clofet  of  the  fovereign  by  ftorm." 
fpring  of  the  year  1 783  was  uni-  As  men,  they  wifhed  to  fee  the 
verlally  acknowleged  to  be  able,  prince  upon  the  throne  unfhackled 
powerful  and  active.    All  men  in  the  choice  of  his  fcrvants.  And 
agreed  to  look  up  to  them  for  fome-  as  politicians,  they  believed,  that 
thing  bold,  enterprising,  and  de-  for  the  appointment  of  minifters  to 
cilive.    Such  an  adminill ration  as  originate  in  the  houle  of  commons, 
this,  faid  their  friends,  comprifed  was  to  confound  the  three  branches 
in.it  all  that  was  rcquifite  to  heal  of  our  happy  conf  itution.  Par- 
the  wounds  and  rcltore  tbe  pro-  1  lament  might   remove  his  ma- 
fperity  of  their  country.    From  fo  jefty's  fervants  for  mifconduft  and 
happy  a  combination  of  native  ge-  delinquency,  but  they  ought  not 
niua  and  long  experience,  of  fpirited  cither  to  prefcribe  to  his  choice 
adventure  and  lagacious  hefuation,  in  the  firft  m  (lance,  or  to  condemn 
every  thing  might  be  promifed.  the  men  he  (hould  choofe,  untried, 
Kor  were  thefc  (jualities  unattended  in  the  fecond. 
With   that  circumftance,  without       The  fpecch  from  the  throne  be- 
which  no  qualities  can  avail,  a  juft  ran  with  obferving  upon  the  ftate 
mafi  of  wwght,  connexion   and  of  the  treaties  or  peace,  and  the 
Inrcrcfr.    But  the  very  fame  con-  probability  there  was  that  the  fe- 
derations that  infpircd  their  ad-  veral  parties  to  thofe  treaties  would 
vocatcs  with  hope,  were  regarded  concur  with  the  king  in  his  in- 
by  their  opponents  as  the  fruitful  clination  to  keep  the  calamities  of. 
fourccs  ot  terror  and  misfortune,  war  at  a  diftancc.    An  apology  was 
Their  ability  would  be  found  only  made  for  the  calling  parliament  to- 
an  ability  to  contrive  our  dcflruc-  gcthcr  after  fo  ftiort  a  recefs.  The 
ti0n,  their  influence  an  influence  Situation  of  the  Eart  India  company 
t,  at  would  carry  the  worlt  meafures  was  rcprefented  as  claiming  their 
a^  caiily  as  the  bed,  and  their  a<fti-  utmoft  exertions  ;  and  the  provid- 
v'ty  a  refilefs  enemy,  againtt  which  ing  for  the  fecurity  and  increaie  of 
n  o  prudence  could  fecurc  us.  The  the  revenue,  by  the  fuppreffion  of 
m  nitrous  fet  of  men,   who  had  the  illicit  trade,  was  ftrongly  re* 
contracted  the  extrcmeft  averfion  commended*    The  reduction  of  the 
fo  lord    North's    adminiu ration,  war  cuablifhment  was  mentioned 
cou  d not ea:  lyre jtncilcthemfelves  with  complacency;  and  the  no* 
IP  .  is  rcftoraflQn  to  power.  Thofc  ?elty  of  their  fnuatioq  hinted 
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Tn  thefe  circumftances,  the  kin; 
era/led  that  their  counfcls  would 
provide  what  was  called  for  by  that 
Situation,  and  their  wtldom  give 
permanence  to  what  had  Wen  found 
beneficial  the  experience  of 

age*. 

The  addrcrfs  was  moved  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  by  the  earl  ot  Scar- 
borough, and  frconded  by  lord  vif- 
count  Hampden,  each  of  whom 
had  only  that  day  taken  their  feats 
in  the  houfc.  One  other  lord,  earl 
Temple,  rofc  to  deliver  his  fenri* 
ments  upon  this  occaiion,  it  being 
the  firlt  time  he  had  been  in  the 
houfe  lince  the  appointment  of  the 
prefent  ministers.  This  nobleman 
began  in  a  high  ftyleof  opposition. 
He  meaned  n.>t,  however,  to  put 
his  negative  upon  the  addrefs ;  and 
he  (hould  never  defend  to  the 
*  meannefs  of  a  factious  oppotition* 
He  was  neither  the  adherent  nor 
the  dupe  of  any  faction.  He  had 
received  his  late  appointment,  in 
the  moft  honourable  manner,  from 
the  crown ;  he  had  maintained  it 
by  the  pureft  and  moft  upright 
means  ;  and  it  was  by  a  bold  and 
unconstitutional  attack  upon  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  that  he  had 
been  induced  to  lay  it  at  his  ma- 
jefty's  feet.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  by  this  attack  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  had  fliaken,  if  not  defiroyed 
the  conftitution  of  their  country ; 
and  he  reproached  that  houfe  with 
an  inactivity,  by  which,  in  a  moft 
interefting  moment,  they  had  fhrunk 
themfelves  into  a  cypher. 

But  the  earl  had  reafons,  from 
the  conduct  of  minifters  lince  they 
came  into  office,  for  diftrufting 
them.  Where  was  the  vaunted 
commercial  treaty  with  America  ? 
He  was  not  inclined  lightly  to  give 
credit  to  rumour ;  but  it  was  cir- 
culated with  great  opennefs,  that 
this  treaty  had  been  broken  off, 


and  was  not  likely  to  be  renewed, 

for  reafons  by  no  means  favourable 
to  the  perlons  who  fat  ai  the  helm 
of  government.    A  hy  had  not  the 
preliminary  articles  with  Holland 
been  wrought  up  into  a  def  nitive 
treaty  ?    For  what  reafon  had  the 
affairs  of  India  been  deferred  to  i'o 
late  a  period  ?    He  was  more  dif- 
plealcd   with   the  fj'jcch  for  its 
omillionj,  than  for  what  it  con- 
tained.   The  entire  filence  ir  pre- 
ferred refpeding  the  cxt.aordinary 
f.)li  of  the  flocks,  and  up  ;ti  the 
fubject  of  Ireland,  was  in  his  mind 
totally  unpardonable. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the 
bufmcG  was  opened  by  the  earl  of 
Upper  Ouory,  md  fecon  cd  by  fir 
Francis  Ballet.  Mr.  William  Pitt 
bellowed  his  appiaufc  b  th  upon 
the  fpcech  and  the  addrt-ft:  nd 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  unanimity, 
fo  often  recommended,  and  fo  fel- 
dom  feen,  would  apprar  upon  this 
occafion.  He  remarked  it,  how- 
ever, as  a  matter  of  furprize,  that 
the  ligning  of  the  definitive  treaties 
h;td  been  to  long  delayed ;  and  ob- 
fcrved  upon  the  inconfiftency  of 
minifters  in  propoiing  to  thank  the 
king  for  the  conclufion  of  that  very 
peace,  for  the  procuring  of  which 
they  had  refufed  to  thank  him  eight 
months  before.  As  to  the  affairs 
of  India,  he  warned  them  that  it 
would  not  be  enough  to  attempt 
meafures  of  palliation,  and  of  a 
temporary  nature,  that  would 
only  increafc  the  danger,  by  re- 
moving its  diftance  to  a  fhort  pe- 
riod. Thefc  affairs  were  now  oe- 
come  an  object  of  the  greateft  con- 
fidcration  in  the  empire,  with  only 
one  exception,  that  of  her  finances* 
She  could  never  recover  her  fitua- 
tion  among  the  nations  of  Europe 
but  by  the  moft  rigid  ceconomy ; 
an  ceconomy,  which  (hould  not 
flop  at  rendering  her  revenue  equal 
A  3  to 
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to  her  expenditure,  but  mould  pro- 
duce a  redundancy  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  national  debt.    He  re- 
commended to  minillers  to  ac~t  with 
boldnefs :  our  lituation  was  un- 
doubtedly new  in  many  refpecls  ; 
it  therefore  called  more  loudly  for 
enquiry ;  nor  could  profperity  be 
expected,  if  the  danger  was  flirunk 
from,  or  the  true  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion concealed.    Mr.  Pitt  ridiculed 
the  language  and  conduct  that  had 
been  held  upon  the  fubject  of  the 
commercial  treaty  with  America. 
The  late  minilters  had  been  blamed 
for  not  completing  this  work  in  a 
▼cry  ihort  Ipace  of  time.  But, 
though  a  gentleman  of  the  molt  in- 
exhautlible  rcfources,  and  who  was 
not  a  little  fanguine  of  fuccefs,  had 
fince  been  lent  out  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  though  a  confiderable 
part  of  that  feihon,  and  the  whole 
recefs  had  paflcd  away,  the  fpeech 
had  not  once  mentioned  this  treaty. 
Mr.  Pitt,  however,  was  acquainted 
with  the  difficulty  of  the  bufinefs, 
arfd  was  willing  to  afcribe  the  delay 
to  the  nature  of  the  ncgociation. 
"But  he  expected  that  the  fubject 
would  loon  be  brought  forward, 
and  that  not  by  piece-meal,  but 
that  one  grand  fyrem  of  commerce 
would  be  fubmitted  to  the  houl'c  for 
their  confidcration.    If  the  mea- 
iurcs  of  minilters  met  his  ideas,  he 
Would   not   endeavour  to  defeat 
them  by  an  ignoble  oppofition, 
but  would,  on  the  contrary,  give 
them  all  the  fupport  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Fox  defircd  to  return  his 
thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  declared, 
that  few  things  could  give  him 
more  fatisfattion  than  to  mid  that 
the  fpeech  and  addrefs  appeared 
unexceptionable  to  him,  and  were 
to  be  honoured  with  his  fupport. 
He  acknowleged  that  the  definitive 
treaties  might  have  been  concluded 
fconer;  but  he  obferved,  that  there 


H  AND 

were  fome  fcew  points  in  which  they 
varied  Irom  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticles ;  variations,  that  had  been 
procured  without  additional  ex- 
pence,  and  any  one  of  which,  in 
his  opinion,  would  ha^e  compenfat- 
ed  the  delay  of  a  few  weeks,  or 
even  a  few  months.    The  prelimi- 
nary articles  had  paid  no  attention 
to  the  protection  or  the  proteltant 
and  Britifli  inhabitants  of  Tobago; 
and  had  afcertained  no  boundaries 
for  our  carrying  on  of  the  gum 
trade,  but  had  referred  them  to  an 
epoch  when  it  was  carried  on  by 
violence,  and  continually  attended 
with  acts  of  hoftility.    They  had 
been  equally  inexplicit  in  their  de- 
fcription  of  the  poiIeHions  of  our 
allies  in  India  ;  and,  which  was  of 
more  conference  than  all,  when 
they  had  limited  the  period  for 
concluding  a  general  commercial 
treaty  to  two  years,  they  had  faid 
nothing   refpefting  the  eventual 
ftate  of  commerce,  if  a  treaty  were 
not  concluded  within  that  time. 
All   thefe  de feels  had  been  re- 
medied in  the  definitive  treaties. 
Mr.  Fox  retained  the  fame  opi- 
nion he  had  uniformly  profeffed  of 
the   conditions  of  the  peace,  as 
inadequate  to  the  relative  lituation 
of  our  affairs.    He  yet  conceived 
it  to  be  highly  proper  to  thanjc 
the    fovereign    for    having  put 
the  finiflung  hand   to  a  treatv, 
the  lignin^  of  which  was  lefs  a 
matter  of  choice    than  nccclJity. 
There  was  a  little  circumttancc> 
which    di^iuguUh -A    the  former 
from  the  prefent   lituation.  The 
faith  of  the  naticn  was  now  to  be 
taken  againft  the  Hate  of  the  coun- 
try.   And  this,  in  his  appreben- 
iion,  was  a^coniideration  of  fo 
much  weight,  that,  now  the  bufi- 
nefs was  concluded,  he  would  not 
hcfitatc  to  lay,  that,  commi'ted  as 
the  public  faith  had  been  by  the 

pre- 
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.preliminary  article*,  he  would  hare  which,  in  his  mind,  included  the 
concluded   the   definitive  treaties  grand  fccret  for  the  government  of 
upon  the  bafts  of  them,  if  the  mi*  finance.    It  was  there  remarked, 
miters    of  the  other  belligerent  that  the  only  way  to  become  rich, 
powers  had  thought  proper  to  ad-  was  to  contrive  that  our  income 
here  to  their  letter.  Ifcould  exceed  our  expences.  The 
Mr.  Pitt  had  exprefled  his  fur-  maxim  applied  equally  to  an  indi- 
prize  that  the  bufinefs  of  India  had  vidual  and  a  nation.  Oeconomy 
been  (S  long  poftponed.    Upon  this  ought  to  be  the  principal  object  of 
fubject  the  fecretary  was  ready  to  minifters.    Nor  was  this  enough  ; 
take  iharne  to  himfelf ;  fortheftate  minifters,  in  his  opinion,  would 
of  our  affairs  in  the  Eaft  had,  for  difcharge  but  the  half  of  their 
forae  time*  been  fuch  that  they  duty,  if  they  did  not  fomething 
could  ill  brook  any  delay.    Mean-  towards  eftablifhing  an  actual  fink* 
while  various  committees  had  been  in£  fund,  capable  of  being  ap- 
appointed  by  that  houfe ;  infinite  phed  to  a  conitant  and  fenfible  di- 
pains  had  been  taken  to  inveftigate  minution  of  the  public  burthens, 
the  real  ftate  of  our  India  terri-  The  great  difficulty  lay  in  drawing 
tones ;  and  fo  able  and  accurate  the  line,  and  diitinguifhing  how 
were  the  reports  that  had  been  far  the  public,  in  time  of  peace, 
made,  that  no  popular  aflembly  could  bear  to  be  additionally  bur- 
could  poffibly  be  better  informed  thened,  and  how  far  it  was  pru- 
upon  the  fubject.    To  convince  dent  for  minifters  to  go.    It  might 
them  that  it  was  his  defign  to  bring  be  aflerted,  that  the  people  ought 
forward  the  bufinefs  immediately,  not  to  be  fo  far  prefled  as  to  de» 
Mr.  Fox  took  advantage  of  the  prive  them  of  all  elafticity  and  v> 
full  houfe  he  then  faw,  to  give  gour  in  the  event  of  another  war* 
notice,  that,  on  that  day  fevennight,  This  argument  had  its  weight,  in  a 
he  would  make  a  motion  relative  certain  cL^ree ;  but  he  mould  think 
to  India.    4  it  better  policy  to  make  them  tera- 
The  fecretary  was  particularly  porary  than  lingering  fufferers.  If 
pleafed  with  the  manly  and  open  that  houfe  would  have  the  forti- 
manncr  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  tude  to  lay  afide  local  prejudices, 
pointed  out  the  remedy  that  muft  and  the  fear  of  a  momentary  un- 
bc  applied  to  the  ftate  of  our  finances,  popularity,  and  look  only  to  the 
It  was  to  look  the  fituation  of  the  general  welfare,  the  path  to  pro- 
country  in  the  face ;  to  determine  jpcrity    would   be  confiderably 
to  meet  the  difficulty,  great  as  it  knoothed,  and  the  national  pro- 
was,  and  to  provide  for  the  bur-  fnect  brighten  apace.  Whenever 
den,  grievous  as  it  muft  unavoid-  the  prefent  miniftry  were  found  to 
ably  be  found.    The  fcheme  of  flirink  from  their  duty  in  this  re- 
taxing  the  funds,  that  had  been  fpect,  he  defired  the  houfe  to  with- 
fuggeited  by  certain  obfeure  wri-  draw  from  them  their  fupport.; 
fers,  was  not  lefs  diihoneft  than  it  but  it  depended  upon  parliament  to 
was  impracticable.    There  was  a  give  effect  to  the  plans  that  mini- 
maxim  laid  down  in  an  excellent  Iters  mould  propofe.    He  waived 
political  work  *,  which  had  been  molt  earneftly  to  imprefs  this  idea 
ridiculed   for   its  fimplicity,  but  upon  the  minds  of  the  houfe, 

•  Treatife  on  the  Wealth  of  Nation*,  by  Dr.  Adam  Smith. 
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that  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  go- 
vernment, was  not  ftrengthening 
the  prefent  adminiftrati«n.    It  was 
not  a  matter  of  party,  of  one  fide 
the  houfc  or  the  other.  To  obtain 
this  durable   fituation,  great  re- 
forms muft  vet  be  made,  and  much 
muft  depend  upon  the  virtue,  con- 
itancy,  and  ability  of  government. 
If  he  could  indulge  the  idea,"  that 
the  unanimity  of  this  day,  an  una- 
nimity which  gave  him  the  moft 
fenfible  delight,  was  the  earneft  of 
future   temper,    moderation  and 
union — if  he  could  fee  the  pro- 
fpecl,  that  the  fpirit  of  diflcnlion 
was  at  length  to  give  way  to  the 
neceflities  of  the  country,  and  that 
at  leaft  they  were  to  fufpend  their 
pcrfonal  animofxtics  till  the  deli- 
verance of  the  country  was  ac- 
complished ;  he  (hou)d  indeed  be 
warm  in  his  expectations,  and  fliould 
believe  that  a  very  few  years  would 
behold  us  in  renovated  flrength  and 
#fplcndour. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  the 
boufe  being  in  a  committee  of  fup- 
ply, admiral  Pigot,  from  the  ad- 
miralty, moved  a  refolution  for 
twenty-lix   thoufand  fcamcn  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1784.  At 
the  fame  time  he  obferved,  that  five 
Ihips  of  the  line,  and  two  large 
frigates,  which  were  under  orders 
to  return  from  India,  would  ar- 
rive in  March  or  April,  and  would 
then  be  paid  off :  the  feamen  pn 
board  thefe  ihips  he  computed  at 
1455  men,  and  confequently  the 
vote  for  next  year  would  be  lefs 
than  that  for  the  prefent  by  that 
number.    Mr.  Jcnkinfon  obferved, 
that  the  circumftances  of  the  coun- 
try were  fuch  as  demanded  the  ut- 
moft  attention  to  occonomy ;  and 
he  remembered,  that  fifteen  thou- 
fand feamen  had  been  fettled  by 
frme  of  the  grcatelr  men  that  rver 
governed  this  country,  at  perfectly 


H  AND 

adequate  to  all  the  purpofes  of  a 
peace  cftablifliment.  Mr.  Fox  ac 
knowleged,  that  the  proper  peace 
eliablilhment  would  be  grratly  lef* 
than  the  prefent  vote  ;  but  icmark- 
ed,  that,  at  the  end  of  fo  extcnfive 
a  war,  it  would  be  unwife  to  pre- 
cipitate the  forming  that  cjkbufli- 
mcnt.  " 

On  the  icth  of  December,  the 
buii net's  of  the  fupply  was  again 
refumed,  and  the  iecretary  at  war 
moved  for  17,4.85  mentor  the  land 
fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  Mr. 
Huffcy  had  hoped,  that  a  fmaller 
force  would  have  been  deemed  fut- 
ficicnt ;  and  fir  Jofeph  Mawbey 
particularly  objected  to  three  regi- 
ments intended  for  Ireland,  and  two 
battalions  of  Hanoverians,  includ- 
ed in  the  detail ;  and  propofed  an 
amendment,  ftating  the  requilite 
force  at  ten  thoufand  men.  The 
commander  in  chief  replied  ;  and, 
in  regard  to  the  Irifti  regiments, 
obferved,  that  the  parliament  of 
that  country  had  demanded  them, 
and  that  the  perfons  belt  acquainted 
w  ith  its  fituation,  had  recommend- 
ed the  meafure. 

Two  days  previous  to  this  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Henry  Flood,  ot  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  took  his  feat 
in  the  Biitifh  houfe  of  Commons, 
as  member  of  parliament  for  the 
city  of  YYinchcfter.  The  abilities 
of  this  gentleman  we  have  ,  more 
than  once  had  occafion  to  comme- 
morate :  plans  had  been  repeatedly 
formed  by  the  minilter  of  the. day 
for  fummoning  him  as  an  auxiliary 
to  the  Engliui  parliament,  which 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  had  never 
been  carried  into  effect ;  and  the 
grcateft  expectations  were  enter- 
tained of  his  graceful  and  perfpi- 
cuous  eloquence,  now  that  it  was 
to  be  difplayed  upon  a  theatre  more 
calculated  for  the  attainment  of  the 
higheft  reputation. 

But 
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But  the  experiment  was  deftined 
to  have  the  moit  mortifying  con- 
clulion.  Stimulated  by  the  a^vc 
and  fanguinc  character  of  hUuif- 
polition,  Mr.  Flood  favoured  the 
Bririih  commons  with  the  rial  cf- 
fay  of  his  eloquence  on  the  very 
day  that  he  enrolled  himfelf  in  their 
number.  It  was  received  by  them 
neither  with  the  complacency  of 
admiration,  nor  with  the  indul- 
gence rhat  taftc  and  urbanity  ever 
delight  to  p:;y  to^  the  openings  of 
genius.  Mr.  Courtcney,  a  gen- 
tleman not  lefs  diitinguilhed  by  the 
gaiety  of  his  humour  and  the  kecn- 
nefc  of  his  wit,  than  Mr.  Flood 
himfeLf  fcr  logical  acumen  and  en- 
thufiallical  fervour,  undertook  to 
anfwer  hi-  countryman.  His  an- 
tagonift  was  by  no  means  the  per- 
fect character  that  leaves  nothing 
open  to  the  batteries  of  futire.  On 
the  contrary,  the  injudicioufnefs 
of  hi*  conduit,  and  the  cgotifm  of 
his  ftyle  could  only  be  atoned  by 
the  greatnefs  of  his  abilities.  Per- 
haps Mr.  Courtcney  was  never  fo 
happy,  or  his  humour  fo  exube- 
lant  as  on  this  occahon.  No- 
thing is  fo  incurable  as  the  wounds 
of  ridicule.  .  Mr.  Flood  was  de- 
graded at  once  from  that  eminence 
to  which  his  reputation  had  railed 
him  in  the  opinion  of  his  audi- 
tors ;  and  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  lofty  ftyle  and  a  fat u mine 
manner  to  banifh  from  their  re- 
membrance the  diverlion  that  had 
been  afforded  them. 

When  the  refolution  for  the  num- 
ber of  men  for  the  land  fervice  was 
reported  to  the  houfe  on  the  nth 
of  December,  Mr.  Flood  thought 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  animadvert 
or!  what  had  fallen  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief  on  the  fubjcCt  of 
Ireland.  He  had  not  then  been  in 
the  houfc,  but  he  under  Hood  that 
that  miniiler  had  aligned  a  deli- 
i 


cacy  in  the  fituation  of  Ireland  at 

a  reafon  lor  voting  fo  large  a  num- 
ber of  men.  Thi>  language  had 
been  interpreted  'o  allude  to  the 
volunteers  of  that  kingdom;  i£ 
therefore,  it  paficd  unexplained,  it 
might  produce  the  mult  mifchievout 
confequences.  But  dijpny  mfpeCfc 
the  volunteers  of  Ireland  of  evil 
defigns  ?  Did  any  man  imagine 
they  intenJ.  -d  to  mak-lt  the  quiet 
ot  this  country,  or  diftarb  the  rc- 
pofc  of  their  own?  If  fuch  were 
che  real  feelings  of  an  individual, 
let  that  individu  u  come  for kv aid  and 
avow  his  femiments.  If  i|  were 
the  femiment  of  a  body  of  men, 
let  the  body  of  men  declare  that 
they  thought  fo.  The  volunteer! 
of  Ireland  had  given  ample  proof* 
of  their  loyalty,  ample  proof  of 
their  claim  to  public  confidence. 
They  had  ltood  torward  in  the  hour 
of  difficulty.;  they  had  umleruk'n 
the  caufc  of  their  country  i"  the 
moment  of  danger.  They  had  pro- 
tected Ireland  from  the  invafion  of 
a  foreign  enemy  ;  they  had  fup- 
ported  its  internal  police  in  a  man- 
ner never  known  before.  It  was 
therefore  neccflary,  if  they  had  not 
been  iu  the  contemplation  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  that  it  mould 
be  known  ;  and,  if  they  had,  that 
the  grounds  of  fufpioion  mould  be 
avowed  and  explained. 

There  is  a  lcrioufncfs  and  deli- 
beration in  the  character  of  a  peo- 
ple verging  towards  political  ener- 
gy, that  rendered  the  nati  n  of 
Ireland  a  fcene  peculiarly  favour- 
able to  the  difplay  of  Mr.  Flood's 
abilities.  As  the  inhabitants  of  thin 
country  have  neither  the  Irifti  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  deficiency,  oor  the 
Irifli  ambition,  they  have  lefs  in- 
dulgence and  lefs  docility.  At- 
tached to  every  thing  that  affords 
them  mirth  and  amufement,  they 
willingly  immolate  at  their  Ihrine 
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the  honours  of  merit  and  the  die-  military  academy.   This  purchafe 

tates  of  fcnfibility.    Acutely  dif-  was  particularly  excepted  to  by 

criminating  the  ftiades  of  an  artifi-  Mb>  Hufley  and  Mr.  Charles  Brett, 

cial  propriety,  they  have  no  lym-  It  was  defended  on  the  ground  of 

pathy  for  the  honelt  cffervefcencics  the  extreme  incommodity  and  un- 

of  zeal,  and  the  venerable  cbullt-  wholelbtncnefs  of  the   houfe  at 

tions  of  genius.   £lr.  Flood  had  Woolwich,  which  was  at  prcfent 

recently  bfen  held  up  to  them  as  employed  for  that  purpofe.   T  hefe 

an  objert  of  ridicule.    He  had  now  were  rtated  to  be  fo  great,  that 

chofen  to  dilate  upon  a  fuhject  of  feven  of  the  young  gentlemen  were 

confider.iblc  delicacy,  and  he  had  at  prefent  lodged  in  a  room  not 

done  this  perhaps  with  too  little  twenty  feet  fquare,  and  one  third 

attention  to  the  leflbns  of  prudence,  of  their  numbe*  had  for  a  long 

The  houfe  had  felt  itfolf  difgufted.  time  pail  been  upon  the  fick  lift. 

When  he  rofe  the  fecond  time,  in  In  the  mean  time  the  inftitution 

confluence  of  having  been  egre-  itfelf  received  the  warmeft  eulo- 

gioully  mifreprefented  by  a  gen-  giums.    Formerly  our  artillery  had 

tleman  who  had  undertaken  to  an-  been  entirely  ferved  by  foreign  en- 

fwer  him,  he  was  immediately  ti-  gineers.    The  late  duke  of  Cum- 

kneed  with  the  cry  of  Spoke  !  berland,  dctirous  that  we  (bould 

Spoke !    Irritated   at  this   treat-  have  a  native  force  for  this  pur- 

mcnt,  he  loft  all  that  felf-poflcllion,  pofe,  proportioned  to  tha  number 

which  was  more  than  ever  nccef-  of  our  army,  had  laid  the  founda- 

farv,  and  role  again  and  again*  in  tion  of  the  military  academy  ;  and 

defiance  of  the  fenfc  of  the  houfe.  its  fuccefs  had  been  fuch  as  to  ju- 

But  he  was  overpowered  by  num-  ftify  the  expectations  of  its  warm- 

bers.    He  was  treated  by  fevcral  eft  friends.    A  young  gentleman 

perfons,  and  particularly  general  was   inftanced,  or  the    name  of 

JLuttrcl,  with  the  extreme  it  afpe-  O'Hara,  gr.mdfon  to  the  late  lord 

rity  and  invective,  without  being  Tyrawley,  and  only  fifteen  years 

permitted  to  utter  a  word  in  his  of  age,  who,  having  been  appoint- 

defence.    In  confcquencc,  we  be-  ed  to  an  arduous  fervice  in  Ame- 

licve,  this  was  the  laft  time  he  a'p-  rica,  and  having  had  all  his  men 

peared  in  the  walls  ot  the  Engliih  killed,  fcornedtofly  ;  and,  though 

houfe  of  commons,  quarter  was  offered  him,  refufed  it, 

The  day   following  Mr.  Min-  preferring  death  to  the  fuppofed 

chin,  from  the  office  of  ordnance,  difgrace  of  having  loft  his  guns, 

moved  a  rcfolution  for  1 1 1,634!.  To  thefe  oonliderations  it  was  add- 

os.  6d.  for  the  unprovided  ferviccs  ed,  that  the  purchafe  was  in  the 

•f  1*783,        4*40,3691.  7s.  «jd.  for  highcii  degree  an  oeconOmical  one, 

t^e  fervice  of  the  vnluing  year.  The  houfe  had  been  bought  in  for 

A  part  of  this  latter  fum  was  de»  the  value  of  its  materials ;  and, 

ftined  \ot  the  completion  of  works  though  the  fum,  for  which  they 

already  begun,  and  the  repair  of  bad  come  to  parliament,  was' 
others,  which,  if  not  immediately    18,  tool,  yet  the  additional  grant 

undertaken,  would  fall  to  ruin ;  would,  in  fact,  amount  to  only 
and  the  fum  of  18, tool,  had  been    6000I.    300^1.  voted  for  building 

expended  in  the  purchafe  of  fir  a  chapel  at  Woolwich  might  be 

Gregory  Pace's  houfe,  at  Black-  converted  to  this  new  objecl,  and 

heath,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  royal  fevcral  officers  belonging  to  the 

2  ord- 
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ordnance,  to  whom  government 
now  paid  a  fum  of  near  500I.  per 
annum,  as  an  allowance  for  lodg- 
ing, would  for  the  future  be  ac- 
commodated in  the  houl'e  that  had 
been  purchased.  Mr.  Steele  can- 
didly alTurcd  the  houfc  from  his 
own  knowlcge,  that,  if  the  duke 
of  Richmond  had  continued  malier- 
^eneral  of  the  ordnance,  he  had 
intended  to  make  the  purchase  in 
queiHon.  »Sir  William  Dolbcn  and 
Mr.  Martin  each  of  them  role  to 
declare,  that  they  conceived  the 
demand  to  be  perfectly  jult  and 
reafonable.  Mr.  Hufley,  however, 
pc Hiding  in  his  objection,  lord 
John  Cavendifli  propol'ed,  that  the 
propriety  of  the  meafuie  fliould  be 
referred  to  the  confederation  of  a 
committee. 

On  the  26th  of  November  a  bill 
was  brought  into  parliament  by 
lord  John  Cavendifli,  for  e  x  plain - 
in?  and  amending  an  act  of  the 
laft  feffion,  impoung  certain  liamp 
duties  on  receipts.    The  principal 
object  of  this  bill  was  to  make  every 
perfon,  who  fliould  fign  a  receipt 
on  unltamped  paper,  liable  to  the 
fpecific  penalty   of  five  pounds. 
Some  of  the  ablcft  lawyers  indeed, 
particularly  the  late  and  the  prc- 
fent  attorney-general,  had  decided, 
that  the  art  or  lalt  year  clearly  im- 
posed the  penalty  in  queftion.  Kut 
opinions  or  a  different  tenour  had 
bten  indultrioully  dnTeminated,  and 
it  was  not  proper  th  *t  a  doubt  fliould 
remain  upon  the  minds  of  the  i  ob- 
ject in  a  matter  of  this  nature, 
fhefe  opinions  were  particularly 
complained  of.    The  tax  in  its  out- 
let, it  was  faid.  h  »d  exceeded  all 
the  expectations  that  had  been 
formed  of  it ;  but  upon  the  publi- 
cation of  thefe  opinions,  it  had 
fallen  off  immediately.  Britifh  fub- 
feth  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
^peculate   upon    every  political 


queftion  ;  but  it  were  to  be  wilhed 
that  gentlemen  would  turn  their 
fpeculations  fomc  other  way,  ra- 
ther than  to  the  diminiihing  the 
revenues  of  their  country.  The 
opinions  alluded  to  had  been  finned 
by  Mr.  Kcnyon,  Mr.  Arden  and 
Mr.  Macdonald.  Thefe  ltriaurcs, 
therefore,  called  up  each  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  who  defended  with 
tome  warmth  the  dccifion  they 
had  pronounced. 

But  the  receipt  tax  had  been  too 
extenlively  unpopular,  not  to  pro- 
duce one  more  regular  effort  for  its 
abrogation.    A  great  number  of 
cities    and  towns   had  inftructed 
their  representatives    to  employ 
their  moft  ltrenuous  exertions  tor 
that  purpofe.    With  fome  mem- 
bers  of  parliament  it  was  an  ar- 
ticle of  political  orthodoxy,  im- 
plicitly to  conform  themfelves  to 
the  known  fenfe  of  their  confti- 
tuents  ;  and  others  poflibly  there 
were,  who  were  difpofed  to  adopt 
the  fame  line  of  conduct  through 
titroroufnefs  and    ferviliry,  that 
thefe  purfued  from  a  fcrupulous 
adherence  to  what  they  conceived 
to   be  the  principles  of  liberty. 
From  the  operation  of  fome  or  all 
of  thefe   caufes,  a   queflion  was 
brought  forward  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember for  the  repeal  of  the  re- 
ceipt tax.    It  was  moved  by  Mr. 
alderman  Newnham,  and  fupport- 
cd,  among  others,  by  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge,  fir  Watfcin  Lewes,  fir  Ce« 
cil  \\  ray,  lord  Oalway,  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton, lord  Sheffield,  lord  Mahon, 
Mr.  Macdonald,  Mr.  Coke  of  Not- 
tingham   and   Mr.  Martin.  It 
was  ingenioufly  obferved  by  Mr. 
Macdonald,  that  it  muft  neceflariry 
be  unpopular,  becaufe  it  was  a 
ready-money  tax ;  people  would 
more  willingly  pay  a  uniting,  which 
came  to  them  difguifed  under  fome- 
thing  clfe,  than  a  penny,  expli- 
citly 
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citly  for  the  fupport  of  govern-  mittee  was  declared  on  the  26th* 
ment ;  and  unproductive,  becaufe  and  confifled  of  the  following  pcr- 
it  was  optional,   borne  gentlemen  fons :  the  right  honourable  Wil- 
conccived  it  to  be  their  duty,  at  liam  Eden,  the  rig!it  honourable 
the  fame  time  that  they  moved  for  lord  Sheffield,  fir  Thomas  Dundas, 
the  repeal  of  one  tax,  to  propofe  baronet,  Mr.  alderman  Newnham, 
another  that  might  be  fubllituteo*>  Henry  Ucaufoy,   William  Baker, 
in  its  olace  ;  and  accordingly  Mr.  George  Dcmpfter,  William  Huffcy, 
Coke  luggctled  a  tax  on  pews,  on  Henry  Thornton,  Richard  Jack- 
jrrave-ftones  and  on  dogs ;  and  fir  fon,  Hans  Slo^ne,  Charles  Brett, 
Cecil  Wray  informed  the  houfc,  George    Daubeny,  Winchcombe 
that  he  had  been  intruded  to  pro-  Henry  Hartley  and  Abraham  Raw- 
pofe  a  tax  of  ten  (hillings  per  head  Union,  cfquircs. 
on  maid  fcrvants.    The  latter  pro-       A  delay  of  ten  days  having  been 
pofal,  however,  feemed  to  meet  prcvioufly  granted,  at  the  requeft 
with  no  countenance  from  any  part  of  Mr.  Atkmfon's  friends,  on  the 
of  the  houfc  ;  and  lord  North  re-  4th  of  December  it  was  moved  hy 
marked  upon  the  ideas  thrown  out  the  attorney-general,  that  Chrhto- 
by  Mr.  Coke,  that  they  came  in  pherAtkinfon,  efquirc,  having  been, 
every  part  under  the  fame  defcrip-  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt 
tion  with  the  receipt  tax  ;  they  perjury,  be  expelled  the  houle  of 
were  ready-money  taxes,  and  they  commons.    The  caufe  of  the  de- 
were  optional,    'i  he  quellion  was  linquent  was  pleaded  with  much 
finally  carried  againtl  Mr.  alderman  earneftnefs  by  Mr.  Bamber  Gaf- 
ftewnham,  1491047.  coy ne  and  fir  Robert  Hemes,  and 
On  the  2  ill  of  November  a  mo-  a  motion  was  made  and  feconded  by 
lion  was  made  by  lord  John  Caven-  thefe  gentlemen,  that  the  debate  be 
difli,  for  the  appointment  of  a  fe-  adjourned  to  the  24th  of  January 
lec^  committee,  to  be  chofen  by  next.    The  queftion  was  loft  by  a 
bnllot,   for  enquiring  ,into,  and  majority  of  131  to  62,  and  the 
fuggefting  methods  to  prevent  the  vote  of  expulnon  was  carried  with- 
illicit  practices  employed  in  dc-  out  a  divifion. 
frauding  the  revenue.    The  com- 
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Mr.Fcx's  India  Bill.    Dehtiteu    Pajfrs  the  Commons  by  a  great  Majority 

Is  rtjefied  by  the  Lords, 

ON  the   18th  of  November,  of  the  proprietors  and  the  public. 

Mr.  fecretary  Fox,  in  the  ab-  It  was  perhaps  impoffible  for  a  fub- 

fence  of  his  noble  colleague,  dc-  jert  of  greater  dignity  and  weight 

tained  from  the  houfe  by  illnefs,  to  be  brought  under  the  infpcclion 

moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  a  Britilh  parliament.  It  involved 

for  vefting  the  affairs  of  the  Eall  the  beft  interefts,  if  fuch  be  the 

India  company  in  the  hands  of  cer-  denomination  we  choofe  to  beftow 

lain  commitiioners,  for  the  benefit  upon  the  fourccs  of  commerce  and 

opulence 
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•pulence  of  the  empire.  It  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  ho- 
nour and  fair  fame  of  the  Englifh 
nation.  And,  which  was  of  a  thou- 
fand  times  more  importance,  it  was 
to  give  a  colour  to  the  rate  and  th; 
happinefs  of  thirty  millions  of 
men.  It  might  <ilfo  be  conlidered 
in  another  light.  The  patronage 
and  the  wealth  of  India  might 
prove  a  perennial  fource  of  influ- 
ence and  corruption;  and,  placed 
implicitly  in  wrong  hands,  they 
might  overturn  that  balance  of  the 
conftitution,  which  wc  have  been 
habituated  to  view  with  fo  fond  an 
admiration,  and  give  a  new  face  to 
the  government  of  the  ilia u J. 

It  is  not  impoflible  that  the  mat- 
ter had  been  regarded  in  this  lait 
light    by   preceding  adminiftra- 
tions.    The  fyilem  of  1773,  had 
invaded  the  chartered  privileges  of 
the  company,  had  changed  fome- 
what  in  almoft  every  department 
of  their  adminirtration ;  but  it  re- 
mained to  be  fecn  how  far  it  had 
meliorated  their  affairs,  or  given 
order  and  tranquility  to  the  vail 
continent  of  India.     It  was  in- 
deed narrow,  disjointed  and  lnef- 
feaive.    It  did  not  fcem  the  refult 
of  comprehenfive  views  of  policy, 
or  of  the  firrnnefs  and  enterpnfe 
of  heroic  virtue.    But  however 
that  be,  and  whatever  were  its  in- 
tention,  in  the  execution  it  ap- 
peared to  include  in  it  the  feeds  of 
its  diflblution.    Accordingly,  the 
fame  miniftry  came  forward  again 
in  17H,  with  a  ftep,  that  feeined 
to  have  very  little  of  a  temporifing 
afped.    It  threatened  no  lei's  than 
the  immediate  recall  of  the  prefent 
monopoly. 

The  fubfifting  government  of 
India  had  long  been  an  object  from 
whicfy  the  eyes  of  good  men  had 
Jiad  turned  away  with  pain  and 
flrerfion,.   It  fpoke  an,  unambigu- 


ous  language  of  lordly  defpotifm 
and  lhamclcfs  extortion.  It  was 
inconttant,  capricious  and  fickle. 
Its  effects  were  more  deplorable, 
than  any  that  fyftematical  defpo- 
tifm and  fyltematical  extortion 
could  poifibly  have  produced.  This 
was  the  light,  in  which,  we  be- 
lieve, it  was  univerlally  fcen  by 
men  of  fpirit  and  liberality.  Mr. 
Halting*  indeed  has  found  de- 
fenders among  the  beft  and  the 
moft  venerable ;  and  undoubtcd- 
edly,  whatever  may  be  his  fuppofed 
demerits,  he  is  a  man  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent damp  from  the  herd  of  our 
late  governors  in  India.  For  the 
reft,  who  they  may  be  who  have 
chofen  to  undertake  their  defence, 
we  confefs  we  have  not  yet  heard. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  thit 
ftate  of  things,  that  early  in  the 
year  17-1,  two  committees,  made 
up  of  fome  of  the  mod  refpc&able 
members  of  the  houie  of  commons, 
were  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  adminiitration  of  juJlice  in  the 
province  of  Bengal,  and  to  en- 
quire into  the  cau fes  of  the  war 
then  fubfniing  in  the  Carnatic.  Ia 
the  courle  or  the  fame  feftion  fe- 
veral  reports  were  brought  up 
by  both  committees,  and  a  bill 
was  introduced  and  cr  . .  J  through 
the  Ijoufe  by  the  chairman  of  the 
former,  eftabliihing  in  the  judiciary 
proceedings  of  Bengnl  icveral  new 
regulations.  In  the  feflion  of  170*, 
and  during  the  adminiftration  of 
the  late  marquis  of  Rockingham, 
the  houfe  was  moved  by  the  chair- 
man of  each  of  thefe  committees, 
to  come  to  feveral  refolutions.  Some 
of  the  principal  objects  of  thefe 
refolutions  were,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  inflicting  penalties  on  fir  Tho- 
mas Rumbold  and  others,  to  recall 
from  the  governments  «f  Bengal 
and  Bombay,  Warren  Ha  flings 
and  William  Hornby,  efquirc;,  and 
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to  recommend,  the  reducing  into 
one  the  feveral  acb  of  parliament 
roaJe  for  the  government  of  Iniia, 
and  the  eftabliftiing  fome  new  re- 
gulations and  provifions  tor  the 
lame  purpofe. 

He  would  not  have  gentlemen 
to  be  led  aftray  with  the  idea,  that 
the  public  had  no  right  to  control 
the  government  of  the  company  ; 
for  his  part,  he  knew  too  well  the 
great  interelt  the  public  had  i  i  their 
profperity  ever  to  fubferibe  to  that 
doctrine.  What  was  the  whole 
amount  of  the  dividend  to  the  pro- 
prietors ?  About  250,0001.  And 
what  fum  did  the  nation  derive 
from  the  cuftoms  paid  by  the  com- 
pany ?  More  than  i,$o~,oool. 
The  people  of  England,  therefore, 
had  a  much  greater  flake  in  the 
bufinefs  of  the  company  than  the 
Ealt  India  proprietors. 

From  this  tim.  the  httin^s  of  the 
committee  for  enquiring  into  the 
war  in  the  Carnatic  were  discon- 
tinued, but  the  committee  of  juf- 
ticc  purfucd  their  enquiries  during 
the  lemons  of  1783  to  1784.  In 
the  former  of  thefe  years,  and  foon 
after  the  difrnilfion  of  the  earl  of 
Shelburnc  from  the  helm  of  af- 
fairs, Mr.  Dundns,  late  chairman 
of  the  war  committee,  prcfented 
to  the  houfc  of  commons  a  bill, 
which  was  intended  to  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  the  delirud  revo- 
lution in  India,  but  which  was  re- 
jected. Indeed,  leaving  entirely 
our  of  the  queltion  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  there  feemed  to  be  a  rea- 
fonablenefs  and  propriety,  in  a 
meafurc,  which  embraced  objects 
of  fuch  unbounded  magnitude, 
being  originated  with  a  perfon, 
holding  one  of  the  great  refponfi- 
ble  othces  of  government.  Some- 
thing however  was  acknowleged 
on  all  hands  to  be  ncccflary.  The 
inceflaiU  revolutions,  which  the 
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admjniftration  of  this  country  had 
lately  experienced,  had  created  a 
delay,  which,  viewed  in  all  the 
compreheniivenefs  of  its  confe- 
quences,  was  much  to  be  deplored. 
The  very  refolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  for  the  recall  of  the 
Aliatic  governors  were  difobeyed, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  one  of 
them  fubftitutcd  in  their  place  by 
the  court  of  proprietors :  a  pro- 
ceeding, which,  whatever  might 
be  its  intrinfic  demerit,  fecmed  to 
loolc  with  no  favourable  afpect  on 
a  fyftem  of  reform,  that  was  to 
originate  in  the  fame  aflcmbly. 
The  fubje£t  in  every  view  piclled 
extremely  upon  a  mmiftry,  which 
fecmed  to  promife  fo  much  (labi- 
lity and  ftrcngth  as  the  prefent. 

The  fy IVcm,  propofed  by  Mr. 
Fox,  was  marked  with  all  the  cha-  , 
racteriftics  of  his  ardent  and  dar- 
ing i'pirit.    It  was  no  fcheme  of  a 
day,  calculated  to  poftpone  the 
hour  of  danger,  and  then  leave  it 
to  tall  with  double  ruin  on  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs.    It  was  no  crude  and  un- 
digefted  plan,  the  child  of  narrow 
and  unextenfive  views,  and  brought 
forward  under  the  aufpiccs  of  cow- 
ardice and  irrefolution.    It  was  a 
meafurc,  full  of  decifion,  and  that 
claimed  the  fevereft  fcrutiny.  What 
was  aflerted  of  its  author  by  the 
ablell  and  the  warmed  of  his  friends, 
will  infallibly  held,  according  to 
the  decifion  of  polleritv,  to  his  im- 
mortal honour,   or  his  indelible 
difgracc.    44  He  may  live  long,  he 
may  do  much.    But  here  is  the 
fummit.    He  can  never  exceed,'* 
either  in  public  virtue  or  delin- 
quency,   44  what    he   does  this 
day." 

The  plan  of  the  fecretary,  while 
it  preferved  the  monopoly,  and  left 
untouched  the  queftion  of  the  ter- 
ritorial right,  propofed  no  lef's  than 
to  take  from  the  directors  and  pro* 

prietori 
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prieton  the  entire  admiuifiration  of  company's  (lock,  who,  as  well  as 
their  territorial  and  commercial  af-   the  commiflioners,  were  appointed 
feirs.    It  took  from  them  their   in  the  firft  intlance  by  parliament, 
houfe  in  Lcadenhall-ltreet,   togc-   and  were  afterwards  to  be  choica 
gether  with    all  books,   papers,    by  the  court  of  proprietors.  They 
and  documents,  vetting  the  entire   were  made  rcmoveaolc  at  the  plea- 
management,  the  appointment  of   fure  of  any  five  of  ihe  com  million - 
all  officers  and  fervants,  the  rights   ers,    and  were  difqualified  from 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  difpolal   fitting  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
of  the  whole  revenue,  in  the  hands   This  fyftem  was  originally  propofed 
of  certain  commiflioners.    Thefe   to  be  extended  to  the  term  of  three 
commitlioncrs,    though  their  ap-   or  five  years. 

pointment  was  hereafter  to  veft  in  The  bill  for  veiling  the  govern- 
the  crown,  were  to  be  appointed  in  ment  in  coramitfioners  was  accom- 
rhe  firtt  inftance  by  the  whole  le-  panted  with  a  fccond  bill,  the  pro- 
gillaturc.  They  were  to  hold  their  felted  object  of  which  w  ,s  the  pre- 
oirkes  by  the  fame  tenure  as  the  eluding  all  kinds  of  arbitrary  and 
judges  of  England,  during  their  dci'potical  proceedings  from  the 
good  behaviour,  and  they  were  to  ad minitt ration  of  the  territorial 
be  removed  only  by  addrefs  from  poficfiions.  The  bill  afcertaincd 
either  houfe  of  parliament.  more  prccifcly  than  had  hitherto 

The  whole  fyftem  feemed  to  be   been  done,  the  powers  of  the  go- 
formed  upon  the  bans  of  opennefs,   vernor-general  and  fuprcmc  coua- 
erociency  and  refponlibility.    The   cil ;  it  tended  to  eilabhlh  a  princi- 
commiflioners  were  required  to  come   pie  of  opennefs  and  relponlibilirjr 
to  a  decinon  upon  every  quell  ion   m  India ;  it  took  from  the  gover- 
within  a  limited  time,  or  to  aflign    nor-gcncral  all  power  of  acting  in- 
a  fpecific  reafon  for  their  delay,    dependently  of  his  council ;  it  pro- 
They  were  never  to  vote  by  ballot,   feribed  the  delegation  of  any  truft  ; 
and  they  were  in  almoft  all  cafes   it  declared  every  cxirting  Britifk 
to  enter  upon  their  journals  the   power  in  India  incompetent,  to  the 
reafons  of  their  vote.    They  were   acquilition  or  exchange  of  any  tex- 
to  fubmit  once  in  every  fix  months   ritory  in  behalf  of  the  company, 
an  exaift  (late  of  their  accounts  to   to  the  acceding  to  any  treaty  of 
the  court  of  proprietors,  and  at  the    partition,  to  the  hiring  out  the 
beginning  of  every  feflion  a  (rate    company's  troops,  to  the  appoint- 
of  their   accounts  and  eltablifh-    ing  to  office  any  perfon  removed 
ments  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,    for  miidemeanour,  and  10  the  hir- 
Their  number  was  limited  to  feven,    ing  out  any  property  to  any  ci»4 
and  their  names,  as  rilled  up  in  the   fervant  of  the  company  ;  it  voided 
committee,  were  William  carl  Fitz-    all  monopolies  ;   and  it  declared 
William,  the  right  honourable  Frc-    every  illegal  prefent  recoverable  by 
deric  Montagu,  George  lord  vif-   anv  perfon  tor  his  own  fole  be- 
count  Lewifham,  the  honourable  ncfit. 

George  Auguftus  North,  fir  Gilbert  But  that  part  of  the  prefent  bill, 
Elliot, .baronet,  fir  Henry  Fletcher,  upon  which  the  principal  value 
baronet,  and  Robert  Gregory,  feemed  to  be  placed  by  its  author 
efquire.  They  were  to  be  affitted  and  fupporters,  and  which  received 
by  a  board  of  nine  perfons,  each  the  greatelt  applaufe  from  impart 
of  them  proprietors  of  >,oool.   tial  perfons,  related  to  the  zemi- 

dars, 
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dar?,  or  native  landholders,  whom  he  mould  derive  from  the  rcporft 

it  employed  every  means  to  lVcure  of  the  two  committee  i  that  had  fat 

in  the  pofleilion  of  their  refpe.  -ive  upon  India  affairs  ;   reports,  con- 

inheritances,  and  to  defend  from  taining  a  body  of  information  (a 

opptdlion.    it  particularly  endea-  complete,  that  perhaps  no  popular 

▼ourcd  to  preclude  all  vexatious  aflcmbly  had  ever  beeu  fo  tuily  in- 

and  u furious  claims  that  might  be  form,  d  in  the  fubject  they  were 

made  upon  them,  to  forbid  mort-  called  to  cxamim.  z%  :hat  h  ie. 
gages,  and  to  the  fubjccling-  ail       Upon   the  fubjeel  of  t  nances 

doubtful  claims  to  the  examination  the'fecretary  itated,  that  their  de- 

and  cenfure  of  the  commillioncr*.  plorabie  fituation  would  be  fuflki- 

Finallv,  it  prefcribed  a  mode  for  ently  obvious,  if  thofe  who  heard 

terminating  the  difputes  between  him  would  only  recolkv.,  that  the 

the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of  company  had  applied  laf:  year  to 

Tanjour,  and  it  difqualined  every  parliament  fr  r  pecuniary  aiHllancc  : 

perion  in  the  fervice  of  the  company  they  had   alked  leave  to  borrow 

from  fitting  in  the-  houfr  of  com-  500,^00  I.  up  11  bonds;  they  had 

mons,  during  hi*  continuance  in  petitioned  for  300,  .ool.  in  exche- 

tbeir  fervice,    and  for  a  certain  quer  bills,  and  tor  the  fufpeniion  of 

{pecified  term  after  his  dcmilfion.  a  demand  upon  them  on  the  part  of 

The  arguments  in  favour  of  this  government,    for  '  oo,cool.  due 

fyftem  were  principally  borrowed  for  cultoms.    It  might  be  re  me  m- 

irom  twx>  fourc es ;  the  durable  and  bered  ilfo,  that  a  wording  to  an 

compr-henlive  abufes  that  had  pre-  act  of  parliament  in  being,  the 

vailed  in  the  government  it  pro-  directors  cannot,  "f  their  own  au- 

pofed  to  new  model*  and  the  dif-  thor'ty,  accept  ,  ils  drawn  in  In- 

trefifed  and  embarrafl'cd  (fate  of  the  dia  to  the  am  junt  of  more  than 

finances  ot   the  company.     Mr.  30  ,000 1.    Tl.v.i  circumftatKcd, 

Fox  remarked,  that  hi  the  ftate  of  the  houfc  w  >i:;d  probabiy  be  afto- 

refponfibility  in  which  he  was  go-  ntlhed  to  hc.ir,  that  there  were  bills 

tng  to  place  himfelf,  he  felt  much  at  this  moment  coming  over  for 

confolauon  in  this  circumflance,  accep'ance    to    the    amount  of 

that  the  meafute  to  whi.  h  he  ftiould  2,      ,      !•  ftcr'ing.    It  was  im- 

call  the  attention  of  parliament  po.'i'olc,  therefore,  to  fagg^tf  that 

was  not  of  choice,  but  of  necefp  government    was  impertinently, 

fity.    It  was  no  idle  experiment,  raihly,  or  unneccflarily  interfering 

it  was  no  romantic  fpeculatio:.  up-  with  the  company's  atfais  :  on  the 

on  his  part ;  the  buline!*  forced  contrary,  nothing  but  that  inter-* 

kfelf  on  him  and  on  the  nation  ;  ference  could  prefcrve  them  from 

and  even  if  he  would,  he  could  eventual  bankruptcy.  Their  actual 

neither  efcape,  nor   poftpone  its  debt  amounted   to  11, 20 

difcuflion.    He  was  not  therefore  and  they  had  (lock  in  hand,  to- 

tx>  be  regarded  as  obtruding  any  wards  paying  this  immenfe  fum,  to 

vifionary  projects  of  his  own.    He  the  amount  of  about  3,20  ,-5 j  1, 

came  forward  for  no  other  reafon  The  refult  of  this  comparifon  was 

upon  earth  than  becaufe  the  necef-  a  balance  of  8,000,000 1.  ;  a  fum 

fity  was  fo  urgent,  its  prcflure  fo  in  the   higheft  degree  .alarming, 

irrefiflible,  that  no  farther  delay  when  compared  with  the  capital  qjf 

could  be  admitted.    He  was  happy  the  proprietors.     Such  *.\*as  the 

at  the  fama  time  in  the  afliiUnce  fituation  in  W;hich  parliament  was 

^  placed 
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placed  at  this  moment.  If  the 
company  were  not  atiilicd,  they 
mtlir  unavoidably  be  ruined  ;  and 
the  ruin  of  a  body  of  merchants 
fo  extcniive  in  their  concerns,  and 
(o  important  in  the  eyes  ot  Europe, 
muft  neccflarily  give  a  very  alarm- 
ing blow  to  our  national  credit. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  requitite 
aJEftance  -  was  a  matter  of  very  ex- 
ten  five  conli deration.  It  would  be 
absolutely  neceflary  to  permit  the 
acceptance  of  the  bills  to  the  a- 
mount  he  had  meutioncd.  And  to 
do  all  this,  without  examining 
their  affairs,  without  meliorating 
their  fyftem,  .and  without  reroim- 
ins:  their  conftitution,  would  be 
only  to  throw  away  the  public  mo. 
ncy,  and  for  the  houfe  to  take  the 
lair  milling  out  of  the  pockets  of 
their  conftituenrs,  to  lend  it  to 
men,  bankrupts  in  reputation,  and 
equally  notorious  for  prodigality 
of  their  revenues,  and  abfurdity 
and  impotence  in  their  political 
meafures. 

Upon  the  fubject  of  the  abufes 
that  prevailed  in  the  government  of 
India,  the  Secretary  firft  adverted 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  houfe, 
and  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  in 
the  affair  of  the  recall  of  Mr.  Haft, 
ings.  The  chairman  of  the  fecret 
committee,  had  moved  the  houfe 
of  commons,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  to  re- 
call Mr.  Hafiinjjs  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Bengal.  The  houfe  very 
readily  and  very  propetly  agreed 
to  the  morion  ;  judging  no  doubt, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  in  con- 
demning the  fyOcxn  lately  purfued 
in  India,  to  fix  fome  mark  of  dis- 
approbation upon  the  pcrfon  who 
had  been  the  foul  of  that  fyftem. 
The  directors,  in  obedience  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  rcfolvcd  that 
Mr.  Haftings  Ihould  be  recalled ; 
but  not  thinking  they  had  a  power 
to  decide  finally  oft  the  fubject, 
1784 


HISTORY.  17 

they  fubmhted  their  proceedings 
to  the  court  of  proprietors.  By 
that  court  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
rr lulu t ion  of  the  directors  fliould 
be  refcinded.  The  whole  aftair 
however  came  from  the  directors 
to  the  then  fecrctary  of  date,  and 
was  by  him  laid  before  the  houfe 
of  commons.  But  what  was  in 
the  mean  time  the  iituation  of  the  * 
company's  government  in  India  f 
It  was  critical  beyond  defcription. 
It  was  a  government  of  anarchy 
and  confuhon.  The  whole  conti- 
nent had  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  refolution  of  that  houfe 
tor  recalling  Mr.  Haftings;  the 
refolution  of  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors, by  which  he  was  fee u red 
in  his  government,  was  kept  back. 
He  was  left  in  a  tit  nation  in  which 
even  his  enemies  muft  pity  him. 
Would  any  man  wifti  to  fee  a  go- 
vernor-general of  Bengal  thus  cir- 
cumftanced  ?  Could  the  aftairs  of 
the  company  'profper  in  fuch  a 
ftatc  ? 

Befide  thefe  contradictions  an- 
other had  lately  occurred.  The 
court  of  proprietors  had  voted  their 
thanks  to  Mr.  Haftings.  Thefe 
thanks  muft  be  communicated  to  go- 
vernment, who  acting  under  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  * 
commons,  could  not  perhaps  fuffcr 
them  to  be  conveyed  to  India.  This 
naturally  led  Mr.  Fox  to  comment 
upon  the  character  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  n«*.  ure  of  their  con- 
nection with  their  fervants  abroad. 
There  were  a  few  pcrfons  among 
them,  who,  being  real  proprietors, 
endeavoured  to  promote  the  trade 
of  the  company,  and  increafe  its 
revenues.  For  the  reft,  their  views 
were  directed  not  to  commercial, 
but  to  political  purpofes.  The 
former  were  naturally  inclined  tg 
fupport  that  governor,  who  en- 
abled them  to  make  large  divi- 
dends t  and  who  for  cfest  purpofe, 
B  afuf 
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after  having  peculated  for  his  pri- 
vate advantage,  had  no  other  way 
io  prevent  his  being  called  to  ac- 
count, but  by  obliging  the  unhappy 
natives  to  undergo  a  tccond  fleecing 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors. 
The  latter  could  not  better  gratify 
their  wifhesr  than  by  fupporting 
a  governor,  who  had  in  his  power 
fo  many  opportunities  of  providing 
for  his  friends. 

The  next  charge  of  abufe  was 
derived  from  that  regular  and  uni- 
form difobedience  of  orders,  which 
had  character! fed  the  company's 
feivants.  In  bringing  forward  a 
comprehenfive  fcheme  for  the  re- 
formation of  that  government,  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  enter  info 
any  retrofpect ;  accufation  was  by 
no  means  his  object ;  but  it  was 
not  polTible  to  illuftrate  his  obfer- 
vations,  without  occalionally  al- 
luding to  particu la' s.  The  fupreme 
council  of  Bengal  had  refolved  in 
oppofition  to  Mb,  Haltings,  to  fend 
two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Fowke  and 
Mr.  Briftow,  to  relide,  the  one  at 
the  court  of  the  nabob  of  Oude*  the 
other  at  Benares.  Mr.  Haftings 
however  refufed  to  fend  them : 
the  directors  tranfmitted  the  molt 
pofitive  orders  to  carry  the  vote  of 
the  fupreme  council  into  execu- 
tion. Still  Mr.  Mailings  difobey- 
ed  ;  and  he  alleged  in  his  defence, 
that  he  could  not  employ  perfons 
in  whom  he  had  no  confidence. 
Towards  one  of-thele  gentlemen 
the  iubfequent  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernor-general was  curious  indeed. 
He  granted  to  Mr.  Fowke  a  con- 
tract, with  a  com mifion  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  which  he  obferved  was 
a  great  fuoi,  and  mi^ht  opeiatc  as 
a  temptation  on  him  to  protract 
the  war.  "  But,"  added  he.  "  the 
entire  confidence  I  have  in  the  in- 
tegrity and  honour  of  Mr.  Fowke, 
amounts  to  a  full  and  perfect  fecu- 
rity  on  that  head.'* 


H  AND 

To  thefe  inftar.ccs,  the  fecrefary 
added  the  bufinefs  of  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  raja  of  Benares  from 
his  dominions,  and  the  confilcation 
of  the  princcfles  of  Oudc,  which 
he  commented  on  with  much  feve- 
rity. 

The  fyftem  for  the  government 
of  India,  was  a  fubject  of  much 
afperity  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
It  was  cfpoufed  with  earncttnefs 
and   enthuliafm,  by  thofe  whofc 
habits  had  formed  them  to  an  at- 
tachment for  the  miniller ;  and  it 
was  attacked  with  all  the  vehemence 
of  indignation,  and  all  the  energy 
of  invective,  not  only  by  thole 
perfons,  who  might  be  fuppofed 
to  afpire  to  the  great  offices  of  ad- 
minillration,  but  by  fcveral  country 
gentlemen,   perfectly  independent 
m  their  character,  and  of  the  high- 
ell  reputation  for  integrity  and  pro- 
bitv.    It  was  faid,  that  Mr.  Fox: 
had  once  been  regarded  by  them 
with  the  fondcll  admiration.  They 
had  expected  from  him  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  empire,  ami  the  fecur- 
ing  our  liberties  upon  the  molt 
permanent  bans.    They  recounted 
the  perfeverance,    the  animation 
and  the  ardour  of  his  exertions* 
when  a  leader  of  oppofition.  It 
was  impoilible  to  hear  him  without 
being  convinced.  It  was  impoilible 
to  doubt  of  the  finglencfs  of  his  zeal, 
and  the  fincerity  of  his  reproba- 
tion.   But  they  mull  ever  regard 
the  connexion  he  had  formed  with 
the  noblcmanr~againil  whom  his 
etTorts  had  been  fo  well  and  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  directed,  as  an  inrtance 
of  political  defection  and  apouaey 
tbat  would  admit  of  no  defence. 
They  had  augured  every  thing  un- 
happy and  every  thing  tremend- 
ous from  tjiat  moment.  Happv 
would  they  have  been,  had  theie 
dark   and  melancholy  apprehen- 
fions  been  mown  to  be  ill  founded. 
But  the  meafuxc  of  that  day  proved 
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but  too  well  how  juftly  they  had    equal  compact  for  reciprocal  ad- 
judged.   It  was  big  with  orrup-    vantages  between  the  proprietor 
tion  and  misfortune.    It  was  im-    and  the  nation  at  large, 
poflible  that  a  ftuin  fo  deep  could       The  principle  of  this  bill  once 
ever  be  removed  from  the  charac-    elbbliflicd,  what  fecurity  had  the 
ter  of  the  fecretary.    It  waa  im-   other  public  companies  of  the  king- 
ptilJiblc  that  he  could  ever  here-   dom  r  What  fecurity  had  the  bank 
after  be  trutled  as  tne  miniller  of   of  England  ?    What  fecurity  had 
this  country.    In  fine,  the  palliug    the  national  creditors,  or  the  public 
of  thefe  bills  into  a  law  was  depri:-    corporations  ?    Or  indeed  what  af- 
cated,  as  an  event,  which  would    furance  could  we  have  for  the  great 
render  the  future  fittings  of  that    charter  itfelf,  the  foundation  of  all 
houfe  ludicrous  and  abl'urd.    The   our  privileges  and  all  our  liberties  ? 
crown,   robbed    of  its    brighten*    It  would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to 
jewel,  would  be  no  longer  wo.th    fuppofe  that  the  principle,  once  ad- 
thc   wearing.     The   fpeakcr,   by    mitted,  would  operate  only  on  the 
leaving  the  chair,  .in  order  to  the    pre  Tent  occalion,  and  only  on  the 
bills,  going  into  a  committee,  would    alfairs  of  the  Eatt  India  company, 
contign   the   conilitution,  ihe    li-    Good  principle*  might  flcep,  but 
berries,  the  glory,  arid  the  dignity    bad  ones  never.    It  was  the  curfe 
of  the  Bririfh  e;rpire,  to  ultimate   of  focicty,  that  when  a  bad  ptin- 
and  irretrievable  i  uin.  ciplc  was  once  cilabliflicd,  bad  men 

But  the  mod  regular  and  fy-   would  always  be  found  to  give  it 
flematical  oppofition  to  the  bills    its  full  effect. 

brought  into  parliament  by  the  ic-       Th- charter  conveying  the  rights 
crctary  of  ilatc,  was  conduced  by    of  the  company  was  conceived  in 
Mr.  William  I'itt.    Two  abjections   the  clcarcil  and  rtrongeft  terms  that 
were  principally  infixed  upon  by    could  be  imagined.    It  was  clearer, 
this  gentleman  and  uis  fupportcrs  ;    lhonger,  better  guarded  in  point 
the  one  built  upon  its  infringe-   ol   cxprcllion,  than  that  of  tho 
mtnr,  or  rather  annihilation  of  the    bank  of  England.    The  right,  by 
charter  of  the  company  ;  the  other,    which  our  gracious  fovcreign  held 
upon  the  new  and  unconditional    the  fceptre  of  thefe  kingdoms,  was 
influence  it  wns  calculated  to  create,    not  more  fully  confirmed,  was  not 
India  it  was    true   wanted  re-    farther  removed  from  the  poflibility 
form  ;  but  not  fui  h  icform  as  this,    of  all  plaulible  qucllion. 
It  wanted  a  confHtutioual  alteration,       The  bill  under  conlidcration  in- 
and  not  a  tyrannical  one,  that  broke   claded-  a  confifc.uion  of  the  pro- 
through  every  principle  of  equity    perty,  and  a  disfranchifement  ot  the 
andjullice.    By  the  bill  before  the    members  of  the  Kail  India  com- 
hojfc  an  attack  was  made  on  the    p.,p.y.    What  was  the  idea  of  con- 
mod  folemn  charters.    It  pointed    fifeation  ?    Was  it  not  the  feizing 
a  fatal  blow  againlt  the  integrity   by  violence  the  property  of  one  in- 
and  the  faith    of  parliament  ;  it    dividual,  and  the  transferring  it  to 
broke  through  every  tic  by  which    another?    It   was  impolTible  for 
man  was  bound  to  man.    This   this  to  take  end  in  a  fuller  and 
charter  did  not  owe  its  birth  to  the    clearer  manner  than  was  required 
foolim  prcpofleiSon,  or  the   mad    by  this  bill.    The  bill  required  the 
prodigality   of  a  Plantagener,    a    directors  to  deliver  up  all  lands, 
Tudor,  or  a  Stuart.    It  was  a  fair   tenements,  houfes,  books,  records, 
purchafe  made  of  the  public,  an   charters,  inuruments,  veffeli,  goods, 
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rnoney  and  fecurities.  Imagina- 
'  tion  was  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  at  the 
molt  infignificant  trifle  that  had 
efcaped  the  harpy  claws  of  a  ra- 
▼enous  coalition.  The  power  in- 
deed was  pretended  to  be  created 
in  trurt  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
prietors :  but,  in  cafe  of  the  grofleft 
abufe  of  trufr,  to  whom  was  the 
appeal  ?  To  the  proprieters  ?  No ; 
but  to  a  majority  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  which  the  mod  drivel- 
ing minider  could  not  fail  to  fe- 
cure  with  the  patronage 'of  above 
two  millions  derling  given  by  this 
bill. 

It  had  been  fuggefled,  that  the 
bill  was  not  a  bill  of  disfranchife- 
ment,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  from 
the  proprietors  their  rigjit  to  an  ex- 
cluftve  trade.  Was  this  trade  the 
only  franchife  of  the  proprietors  ? 
There  was  a  property  in  this  king- 
dom, a  freehold,  for  inflance,  to 
which  a  franchife  was  annexed. 
The  franchife  might  be  taken  away, 
yet  the  property  remain.  But 
l'urely  the  freeholder  would  loudly 
and  juftly  complain.  The  cafe  was 
parallel  as  to  Ead  India  (lock.  Per- 
sons pofleffed  of  flock  to  a  certain 
amount  were  entitled  to  a  vote  upon 
every  important  qucdion  of  the  com- 
pany's affairs.  The  purchafe  money 
was  more  confiderable  from  this  in- 
trinfic  value  it  was  fuppofed  to 
pofTefs.  This  privilege  was  to  be 
taken  away  by  the  bill  ;  and  vet  it 
was  aflcrted,  that  the  proprietors 
would  not  be  disfranchifed.  God 
forbid  that  the  people  of  England 
ihould  have  many  fuch  defenders  of 
their  franchifes  in  a  Britiih  houfe  of 
commons ! 

Nor  was  the  bill  fo  objectionable 
when  regarded  as  annihilating  the 
mod  facrcd  charters,  as  it  was  in 
rhe  other  view  in  which  they  be- 
held it.  No,  it  was  harmlefs  as 
the  wafte  paper  on  the  table,  com- 
pared to  the  confecjucnce*  that  muit 
a 


juxeflarily  follow  to  the  libertie* 
and  conltitution  of  this  country 
from  its  paffing  into  a  law.  The 
bill  was  calculated  to  increafe  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  and  that 
in  a  degree  beyond  all  precedent 
enormous  and  alarming.  Seven 
coinmiffioners,  chofen  olTenfibly  by 
parliament,  but  really  by  admini- 
d rat  ion,  were  to  involve  in  the 
vortex  of  their  authority  the  whole 
treafure  of  India.  Thcfe,  poured 
forth  like  anirreufiible  torrent  upon 
this  country,  would  fwecp  away 
our  liberties  and  all  we  could  call 
•ur  own.  If  the  fecretay  exprcfT- 
ed  himfelf  apprehend ve  of  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Ha  flings,  an  indi- 
vidual unknown  in  this  country, 
but  for  his  utuarion  in  India  ;  if  he 
(huddered  at  the  fuppoled  preva- 
lence of  Afiatic  intered,  under  the 
name  of  a  fubjetf  unconnected 
with  refpectable  families  and  cx- 
tenfive  factions,  how  much  greater 
reafon  was  there  to  fear  led  the 
wealth  and  patronage  of  India, 
thrown  into  tne  hands  of  uniting 
factions,  and  thefe.  armed  with  the 
power  of  the  crown,  (hould  per- 
petuate their  authority  and  render 
it  irrefidible  r 

But  the  oppofition  did  not  con- 
fine their  Aneturcs  to  the  intrinfic 
merits  of  the  bill.  Thcv  expa- 
tiated on  the  motives,  which  they 
believed  to  have  fuggefted  its  ori- 
ginal idea.  The  fecretary  had  ac- 
knowleged  himfelf  to  be  a  party 
man,  and  a  man  of  ambition. 
Thcfe  indeed  were  tho  principal 
features  of  the  meafurc  befoie  the 
houfe.  It  there  appeared,  that  no- 
thing could  fatisiy  his  inordinate 
ambition,  fhort  of  a  perpetual  die* 
tatorfhip.  They  profeflcd  to  per- 
ceive in  him  many  refpectable  qua- 
lities, but  they  could  by  no  meant 
confent  to  fee  him  exalted  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  conflitution.  •«  He 
would  be  crowned.   How  that 

might 
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mi^ht  change  his  nature,  there'*  the 
queltion."  This  idea  was  placed 
in  a  great  variety  of  lights,  and 
illuu* rated  by  companions  borrowed 
from  Cxfar,  from  Cromwel  and 
from  Catiline.— It  appeared,  that 
he  was  prepared  to  lacririce  the 
king,  the  parliament,  and  the  peo- 
ple, at  the  ftirine  of  a  party.  He 
defired  to  elevate  his  prefent  con* 
nexiona  to  a  fituation,  m  which  no 
political  convulsions  and  no  fhift- 
ings  of  power  might  be  able  to  de- 
ft roy  their  importance,  and  put  an 
end'to  their  aicendancy. 

In  addition  to  thefe  animadver- 
(ions,  it  was  remarked  by  feveral 
independent  members,  that  a  few 
feffions  ago,  they  had  voted  that 
the  influence  of  the  crown  was  too 
largely  increafed,  and  had  lent 
their  hand  to  its  diminution  This 
had  been  in  fomc  degree  effected ; 
but  what  was  the  proportion  of 'in- 
fluence, diminifhed  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a  few  boards,  compared  to 
that  which  would  be  created  by  the 
prefent  bill  ?  Induced  by  this  re- 
collection,  they  enumerated  the 
battles  they,  had  fought  in  this  ve- 
nerable caufe.  They  would  not 
have  been  hurt  in  the  degree  in 
which  they  now  were,  if  the  fe» 
cretary  had  deferted  alone,  and 
had  not  deluded,  and  carried  along 
with  him  numbers  of  men,  high 
in  the  public  eftimation,  and  with 
whom  they  had  formerly  thought 
It  an  honour  to  aflbciate.  In  the 
mean  time  they  intreatcd  Mr.  Fox, 
that  he  would  not  hurt  their  feel- 
ings by  the  mention  of  the  name  of 
a  late  noble  marquis,  who  would 
have  been  among  the  firft  to  repro- 
bate a  fcheme  big  with  fuch  fatal  con- 
fluences. And  they  called  upon 
thofe,  who  had  formerly  been  their 
fellow  foldicrs,  if  they  had  any  re- 
maining attachment  to  Britifti  li- 
berty and  the  Britifti  conflitution, 
••jf  thev  had  ever  been  fincere  in 
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their  patriotic  exertions,  to  come 
over  and  vote  with  them  in  this 
great  and  deciding  qucilion. 

Mr,  Dundas,  the  late  lord  advo- 
cate, did  not  object  to  the  meal u re 
under  confederation,  becaufe  it  in* 
creafed  the  influence  of  the  crown* 
but  becaufe  it  did  what  was  much 
worfe,  created  a  new,  enormous  and 
unexampled  influence,  which  it 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  miniftcr 
and  his  parte*  far  five  yean*  In 
this  the  fecretary  had  out-heroded 
Herod.  Mr.  Dundas  did  not  ac« 
cufe  him  of  deferring  the  caufe  he 
had  formerly  fupported.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  gone  beyond  all 
his  former  achievements  in  rc« 
ducing  the  influence  of  the  crown- 
He  was  creating  an  immer/fity  of  pa- 
tronage, independent  of  the  crown 
and  ot  parliament,  and  that  would 
follow  him  into  privaftfc  life.  Hg 
was  creating  a  fourth  eftate  in  the 
realm,  big  with  the  molt  alarming 
confequenccs,  and  that  in  its  pro* 
grefs  might  overturn  the  crown 
and  fubvert  the  coniutution  of 
Britain. 

Previoudy  to  the  focond  reading 
of  the  Eaft  India  commiffioners  bill, 
a  petition  was  preiented  from  the 
proprietors  and  another  from  the 
directors  of  the  company,  repre- 
fenting  the  meafure  as  fubverlive  of 
their  charter  and  operating  as  a 
conhTcation  of  their  property,  with* 
out  charging  again  it  them  any  fpc- 
ciflc  delinquency,  without  trial, 
and  without  conviction ;  a  pro- 
ceeding contrary  to  the  moft  fa* 
cred  privilege  of  Britifti  fubjects. 
They  therefore  prayed  that  the  aitta 
of  delinquency  prefumed  a^ainft 
them,  might  he  ftated  in  writing., 
and  a  reasonable  time  allowed  them 
to  deliver  in  their  anfwer ;  and  that 
they  might  be  heard  by  themfelvea 
or  their  counfel,  again  ft  the  bill. 
Meanwhile  the  chairman,  who  waa 
a  friend  to  the  fyftem  of  reform, 
B  3  *»4 
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ai  <}  who  was  afterwards  named  in 
the  committee  as  one  of  the  lev  en 
commillioners,  refigncd  h  s  cilice 
in  the  company's  Icrvice.  About 
the  fame  time  a  f  ate  was  delivered 
in,  on  the  part  of  the  director*.,  of 
their  pecuniary  fnuation,  the  dc- 
lign  of  which  was  to  overthrow 
what  had  been  averted  upon  that 
fubject  by  IVIr.  Fox,  upon  the  open- 
ing- of  the  bufinefs.  Jn  this  esti- 
mate they  rcprefente^  the  creditor 
fide  of  the  account  as  amounting 
to  14,311,1751  ;  and  they  brought 
themfelvcs  in  debtors  in  the  fuin  of 
10,342,692!,  Of  confcquencc  the 
rcfult  of  their  ftatemcnt  was  a  ba- 
lance, in  favour  of  the  company, 
of  3,  '.8,4811. 

The  arguments  of  the  conn  ft  1 
were  of  courfe  nearly  coincident 
with  thofe  of  the  oppoiition.  As 
foon  as  they  were  withdrawn,  Mr. 
Fox  rofe,  and  with  much  acute- 
nefs,   ingenuity  and  detail,  con- 
troverted a  great  number  of  the  ar- 
ticles in  the  cfiimatc  of  the  direc- 
tors,   l^e  faid,  that  he  was  really 
furprifed,  that,  after  the  various 
objections  that  had  been  Hated  to 
his  fyftem,  he  .found  himfclf  this 
day  attacked  upon  a  ground  where 
he  had  lead  cxpeftcd  it.     J  he  vio- 
lation  of  charters,  the  dci'potiltn 
and  opprelfion  of  the  bill  were  topics, 
which  he  expected  to  have  heard 
enlarged  upon  in  every  poflible 
raricty  of  expreflion.    But  thefe 
grounds  were  nearly  abandoned  ; 
and  now  he  was  to  be  attacked  on 
the  fide  where  he  felt  himfclf  moll 
flrong.    Yet  he  would  confefs  that 
Jic  was  forry  he  was  fo  Prong  there, 
fince  his  ftrcngth  mull  be  founded 
jn  the  weaknefs  of  the  company. 
It  was  an  old  maxim  of  policy  in 
times  of  danger  from  a  foreign  ene- 
my, to  paint  the  refources  and  the 
condition  of  the  ftate  in  the  mod 
favourable  colours  j  but  oar  pre- 
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fent  fit  11  at  ion  was  fuch  ai  not  to 
allow  of  the  practice  of  thefe  de- 
ceptions. No  effectual  remedy 
could  be  applied,  if  we  did  not 
begin  with  looking  that  fituation 
in  1  he  face. 

The  fecrerary  went  on  to  fate, 
that  he  had  obje,  ions  to  make  to 
different  parts  ot  the  paper  upon  the 
table,  to  the  amount  of  fomething 
more  than  12,0  o,oocl.  icrling. 
He  would  not  aitirm  that  they  would 
carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  all 
who  heard  him,  but  he  wojW  freely 
declare  that  they  were  convincing 
to  him. 

The  firft  article  in  the  account, 
held  out  as  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany, was  the  fum  of  ^,2  o,oool. 
originally  advanced  by  the  com- 
pany  as  a  confideration  for  the 
purchafc    of  their   charter,  and 
which  was  not  liable  to  be  re- 
paid, but  upon  the  diffolution  of 
the  monopoly,    'i  his  fum  ought 
in  candour  to  have  been  llated  at 
the  price  it  would  probably  obtain, 
fliould  the  company  think  proper 
to  fell  the  fiock  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts.    And  as  this 
Avns  two  fifths  below  the  nonjinal 
value,  he  fhould  conceive  himfelf 
intitiedtoa  deduction  of  i/)nY>,oocl« 
The  debts  from  I  ranee,  for  the 
fubiiflence  of  priforers  in  the  war 
which  concluded  in  '703,  for  ex- 
pences  on  the  Manilla  expedition, 
and  for  hofpkal  expences,  amount-, 
ing  to  422, 01  il.  were  fu».h  as  tt 
was   finely   highly   improper  to 
include  in  the  ilatemcnt  of  pro- 
perty  applicable  to  the  difchargc 
of  the  company*?    debts.  The 
next    article,    upon    which  the 
fecretqry  thought  proper  to  ani- 
madvert,  was   that  of  the  mer- 
chaudife  exported  to  India,  but 
not  arrived  when  the  lail  accounts 
were  drawn,  to   the   amount  of 
j  ?a  1 9,09 1 1.  He  ob/fted  to  6-0,00'  1, 
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•f  rm's  article,  as  confiding  of  mi- 
litary flores  to  be  confumed  in  In- 
dia, and  therefore  incapable  in  any 
form  of  being  applied  to  the  liqui- 
•dation  of  their  debts.    The  next 
article   was    for  the   advance  of 
freight  to  be  deducted  on  the  ar- 
rival  of    their  (hips,  172,334!. 
To  this  article  he  had  a  very  great 
and  folid  objection.    The  company 
had  advanced  the  freight  on  fifty- 
three  fhips ;   of  thefe  fourteen  had 
come  home,  two  had  been  burned 
and   blown    up,    and  there  re- 
mained thirty-fcven,  on  which  the 
remaining  freight  and  demurrage 
were  flill  to  be  paid,  at  the  rate  of 
50,000 1.  per  fbip.    So  that  inftead 
of  this  fum  which  they  had  taken 
to  their  credit,  they  were  to  be 
charged    on    the   account  with 
1,8  ^ot  o  1.  for  which  they  were 
bound,  and  which  they  mult  pay. 
The  fecretary  defired  to  know,  what 
parliament  would  have  thought  of 
any  minifter  in  that  houfe,  who 
ihould  have  prefented  an  account 
fo  miferably  fallacious.    The  foU 
iowing*  fums  .  of  12,300!.  as  the 
value  of  their  flnpping,   and  of 
2 C3,6i^  I.  for  their  warehoufes  in 
this  country,  Mr.  Fox  objected  to 
in  toto.    They  could  not  be  brought 
forward  but  on  the  prefumption 
of  their  bankruptcy,  a  prefump- 
tion which  he  had  never  made, 
and  which  could  not  be  taken. 
To  the  article  of  703,8241,  the 
prime  colt  of  certain  cargoes  on 
their  paflage  to  Bengal,  he  object- 
ed in  part.    It  was  well  known, 
■that  the  company  fuffcred  a  conft- 
derable  lofs  upon  Bengal  goods ; 
and  be  would  take  this  lofs  at 
1 1 5,824 1-  The  cargoes  from  Ben- 
gal to  the  other  prctidencies,  which 
were  tfated  at  364,- icl.  confiOed 
of  military  (lores,  and  the  entire  fum 
"was  for  that  reafon  deducted  from 
<tae  account  by  the  fecretary.  Up- 


on the  fame  prim-ipTs  was  (truck 
off  the  fum  of  bsc,,oyl.  from  the 
quick  llock  at  Bengal.    The  fum 
advanced  by  them  to  the  board  of 
trade  ought  to  be  lefs  by  1 60,000  1. 
The  article  of  7^;,  28 1.  as  the 
debt  due  from  the  nabob  of  Otide, 
Mr.  Fox  wifhed  at  once  to  iVike 
off,  a'.ong  with  every  other  article 
of  the  fame  nature.    He  believed, 
that  the  feelings  and  the  magnani- 
mity of  the  country  would  go  with 
him  in  faying,  that  they  would  rar 
ther  be  doomed  to  pay  all  that  the 
company  owed,  ill  as  they  could 
at  this  tunc  bear  it :  ill  as  the  fink- 
ing fund  could  futfain  the  flioek, 
they  would  rather  apply  to  that, 
than  wring  it  from  the  princes  of 
the  country,  by  aiding  them  in  the 
opprclfion  and  ruin  of  their  Innor 
cent  people.    To  the  eftiirat-*  of 
the  quick  Hock   at  Madras,  Mr, 
Fox  made  limilar  objections,  and 
by  virtue  of  them  reduced  the  ba- 
lance in  favour  of  the  company 
from  2,078,0-8  1,   to  little  more 
than  500,000!.    From  the  quick 
ftock  at  Bencoolcn,  he  deducted 
too, -:o  1.  which  were  exhauilcd 
in  the  expences  of  the  eilahlifti- 
ment.    The  entire  quick  llock  at 
St.  Helena,  27,  vi81.  was  difallowed 
on  the  fame  principle.  Thebalar.ce 
again  ft  the  company  at  Bombay, 
which  was  taken  by  the  directors  at 
967,085  I.  the  fecretary  jncrcaftd 
to  i,  177,0*'$  1,    There  was  an  ad- 
ditional arrcar  to  be  taken  as  due 
to  the  army  in  Tndia,  beyond  what 
the  account  ftrrted,  of  140,0  ol. 
The  fum  of  30^,0  o  1,  due  to  the 
fuba  of  the  1X*can,  was  alfo  to- 
tally  omitted.    Thefe  objections 
taken  together  he  confidered  as 
amounting   to  0,4  <  y 000 1.  To 
this  was  to  be  added,  the  fum  due 
to   the   proprietors,    3,2  r, 000 1, 
which  would  make  the  whole  con- 
fiderably  more  than  1 2,000,000  i, 
Bf  Arc- 
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A  rejoinder  to  the  animadver- 
sions of  the  fecretary  was  after? 
ward*  delivered  in  by  the  directors. 
T  he  difference  between  their  repre^ 
fentarions  of  the  company's  fitua* 
tion,   turned    chiefly   upon  two 
points  ;  the  firft,  whether  any  pro- 
perty befide  that  which  was  now 
jn  hand,  ought  to  be  taken  into 
the  eftimate  of  available  property 
for  the  difcharge  of  their  debts ; 
the  fecond,  whether  or  no  the  ba- 
lance was  to  be  (truck  upon  the 
fuppofition  of  their  bankruptcy, 
and  the  confequent  falc  of  their, 
houfes,  warehoufes  and  (hipping. 
Another  objection  was  ilarted  to 
the  fecretary 's  having  enumerated 
the  capital  of  the  proprietors  ar 
mong  the  debts  of  the  company. 
Never,  it  was  faid,  had  it  ^n  any 
former  inftance  been  heard  of,  that 
the  original  (lock  of  the  trade  t 
(hould  be  enumerated  in  the  cata- 
logue of  his  debts,  and  that  he 
(hould  be  treated  as  infolvent  un- 
lefs  he  were  able  to  make  up  that 
fu  in. 

Having  refuted  the  fallacious 
reprefentation  the  company  had 
made  of  their  finances,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  that  he  was  now  ready  to  dcr 
clare,  that  if  every  (hilling  of  that 
property  were  real  arid  forthcom- 
ing, a  bill  of  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  would  not  be  the  lefs  ne* 
ceflary.  He  trufted,  that  the  mca- 
fure  he  had  the  honour  to  intro- 
duce, would  not  be  fo  far  degraded, 
as  for  it  to  be  faid  for  a  moment, 
that  it  pri^inated  in  the  poverty  of 
the  company.  If  any  mifunderr 
(landing  had  hitherto  taken  place 
upon  that  head,  he  trufted,  that 
it  would  ceafe  henceforth,  and  that 
fo  odious  a  libel  upon  this  country 
would  not  pafs  current,  as  that 
_  fordid  motives  only  had  induced 
the  government  of  England  to  dp 
that,  which  we  wert  ^una1  to  dp 


as  politicians,  as  Chriflians,  and  as 
men,  by  every  confideration  which 
made  a  nation  refpec table,  great 
and  glorious. 

'i  he  bill  had  been  combated  up* 
on  various  principle! ;  but  to  the 
hour  he  was  fpeaking,  it  had  not 
been  canvaiTed  upon  its  own  in« 
trinfic  merits.  I  he  nature  and 
fubflanceof  thefe  attacks,  he  con- 
(I  rued  as  the  ftrongeil  comment 
upon  the  excellence  of  the  mea» 
fure.  If  a  more  rational  oppofi- 
(ition  could  be  made  to  it,  no  doubt 
it  would  have  been  made.  Such 
as  they  were  however,  he  would 
endeavour  to  remove  the  difficuL 
tics  that  had  been  created. 

Much  had  been  laid  »-efpe6ring 
the  violation  of  charters.  The; 
novelty  of  the  proceedings  now 
under  confideration,  had  been 
mentioned,  Certainly  pcrfons  who 
talked  thus  had  never  read  the 
other  adts,  by  which  the  compa* 
ny's  charters  had  been  altered  to  a 
great  extent,  i  he  regulating  act 
of  1773,  had  effected  various 
changes,  and  had  given  the  whole 
miiit  a  r y  and  c'iv  il  government  to  par- 
liamentary comimilioners,  -though 
unfortunately  to  commillioners  in, 
i  ndia.  The  different  acts  by  which 
the  dividends  of  the  company  had 
been  retrained,  had  pointed  di- 
rectly at  their  commercial  concerns 
and  had  affected  their  property! 
The  neceffity,  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs,  of  fomc  alteration  of 
the  rc'iEnini*  fyllem  had  been  unii 
verfally  acknowleged,  and  his  opi 
ponents  had  warned  the  houfe  a«i 
gain  ft  palliatives  and  half-meaiures. 
He  would  be  glad  to  hear  how  it 
was  poflible  to  adopt  a  new  fyflern 
by  parliamentary  authority,  with-j 
out  linking  at  thofe  charters  which 
intitled  the  company  to  continue 
the  old  one. 

The  plea  of  nectffiry  was  there- 
fore 
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fore  the  pltf^  to  which  he  bad  ad* 
rertcd.  But  it  had  been  objected 
to  him,  that  neccrfity  was  the  creed 
of  iiaves.  He  would  tell  thofe  ob- 
jectors, that  it  wai  alfo  the  creed 
of  freemen.  Kvery  fvllable  that 
had  been  uttered,  retpecting  the 
intangibility  of  claims  made  vene- 
rable by  prefcription  and  parch- 
ments, was  a  battery  again  it  the 
main  pillar*  of  the  Britith  confti- 
tution.  No  man  would  affirm,  that 
a  trull  to  a  company  of  merchants 
flood  -  upon  the  fohmn  andTancti- 
ficd  ground,  by  which  a  trutt  was 
committed  to  a  monarch.  The  ar- 
guments therefore  of  b'u  opponents 
mi^ht  have  been  adopted  with  ad- 
ditional propriety  by  king  James 
the  Second.  He  might  have  claim- 
ed the  property  of  dominion  ;  but 
what  had  been  the  language  of  the 
people  ?  "  No,  you  have  noproperty 
in  dominion.  Dominion  was  veiled 
in  you,  as  it  is  in  every  chief  magif- 
trate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity to  be  governed.  It  was  a 
facred  trull  delegated  by  compact. 
You  have  abutcd  the  trull.  You 
have  exerc.fed  dominion  for  the 
purpoles  of  vexation  and  tyranny, 
not  of  comfort,  protection  and 
good  order.  We  therefore  refume 
the  power  which  was  originally 
ours.  We  recur  to  the  firlt  prin- 
ciple of  all  government,  the  will 
of  the  many  ;  and  it  is  our  will 
that  you  mall  no  longer  abufe  your 
dominion." 

Under  the  head  of  influence, 
Mr.  Fox  animadverted  upon  the 
incoofiftent  objections  of  Mr.  Dun- 
das  and  the  country'  gentlemen. 
Jt  had  been  charged  upon  him  by 
the  latter,  that  all  he  had  formerly 
done  in  reducing  the  influence  of 
the  crown  was  nothing,  computed 
with  the  immenfe  accellfon  of  power 
that  he  was  now  acquiring  for  it. 
Certain  however  it  was, 


bill  as  little  augmented  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown,  as  any  meatme 
that  could  be  deviled  for  the  go- 
vernment of  India,  with  the  iiight- 
ett  promtie  of  fuccefs.  'I  hc  veiy 
genius  of  influence  continued  in 
hope  or  fear,  fear  of  loling  what 
we  had,  or  hope  of  gaining  more. 
Make  the  commilfioners  rcmovcable 
at  will,  and  you  fct  all  the  little 
paflions  of  human  nature  afloat. 
Jnvcit  them  with  power,  upon  the 
fame  tenure  as  the  britifli  judges 
hold  their  Nation,  removcablc  up- 
on delinquency,  punifliable  upon- 
guilt,  but  rearlefs  of  power  if  they 
difcharge  their  trull,  and  they  will 
be  liable  to  no  feduccment,  and 
will  execute  their  functions  with 
glory  to  thcmfelvcs  and  for  the 
common  good  of  the  country  aud 
mankind. 

i  he  lecretary  intreated  the  houfe 
to  compare  the  bill  now  upon  their 
table,  with  the  bill  brought  in  dur- 
ing the  laft  lcllion  by  the  lord  ad- 
vocate of  Scotland.  The  bill  ot* 
Mr.  Dundas  hud  created  an  ar- 
bitrary and  dclpotic  power  in  one 
man  over  million?  ot  his  fellow- 
enratures,  not  in  England,  where 
the  remedy  was  always  cafy  and  at 
hand,  but  in  the  Kail  Indies,  the 
fcene  of  every  mifchief,  fraud  and 
violence^  1  he  bill  of  the  preced- 
ing feflion  afforded  the  mod  erv- 
tenfive  latitude  for  malveffation  ; 
the  bill  before  the  houfe  guarded 
again!*  it  with  all  imaginable  pre- 
caution. It  prefumcd  the  poiiibi- 
lity  ot  ■  bad  ndmini ll ration  ;  for 
every  word  in  it  breathed  lufpiciont 
It  fuppo  fed  that  men  were  but 
men  j  it  confided  in  no  integrity  ; 
it  trailed  no  character:  it  annexed 
refpon Ability,  not  only  to  every 
action,  but  even  to  the  inaction  of 
the  powers  it  created.  Mr.  Dun- 
das had  remarked,  that  he  would 
have  been  better  plcaicd  with  the 

bill- 
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Kill  had  it  confided  the  affairs  of 
Jndia  to  a  new  Secretary  of  frate, 
t  or  had  it  even  blended  them  with 
ti\c  bulincfs  of  Mr.  Fax's  office. 
Mr.  Fox  begged  to  fwbmit  it  to  his 
audience,  what  would  have  been 
the  provable  comments  of  the  other 
iidc  of  i he  houfc,  had  either  Or 
thefc  proportion*  originated  With 
him. 

But,  faid  Mr.  Dundas,  I  have  no 
appichenlions  from  the  tendency 
of  this  bill  to  augment  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown ;  the  object  of 
my  terror  is  the  influence  it  creates 
in  oppofition  to  the  crown ;  the 
novel  principle  it  cuablilhcs  of  an 
imprrium  in  infer io.  it  was  iirpof- 
'ftble,  as  the  fecretary  conceived, 
for  Mr.  Dundas  to  have  fo  defpica- 
b\c  an  idea  of  the  good  fenfc  of 
that  houfe,  as  to  expect  the  Might- 
eft  attention  to  this  remark.  It 
was  intended  only  lor  the  people 
without  doors.  But  even  there  it 
would  produce  no  effei't.  The 
multitude  knew  the  fallacy  of  it  us 
well  as  the  learned  gentleman  him- 
fclf.  nicy  knew  that  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  Eaft  India  company 
had  been  wiflied  for  fcores  of  years, 
by  many  good  men  in  this  country, 
for  the  very  rcalon  that  it  was  an 
imprrium  in  impcrio.  The  word  fpc- 
C'es  of  government  was  rhat  whi<  h 
could  run  counter  to  all  the  end* 
of  its  inttitution  with  impunity. 

Nothing  could  pofiiby  create  the 
fmallcit  expectation  of  benefit,,  in 
any  pcrfon  who  undcrflood  the  fi- 
tuation  of  India,  but  a  fyilcm  of 
permanency.  Allowing,  for  argu- 
ment's fake,  to  the  governor  gene- 
ral of  India,  under  Mr.  Dundas's 
bill,  the  moll  unlimited  and  fupc- 
rior  abilities,  with  fuundnefs  of 
heart  and  integrity  the  molt  un- 
queftionablc  ;  what  fair  hope  could 
be  entertained  of  the  fuccefs  of  his 
projects,    when    perhaps  before 


HAND 

he  could  enter  upon  the  execution 
of  one  of  them  he  might  be  re- 
called, in  donfeciuence  of  one  of 
thofc  changes  in  adminiftfation, 
which  of  late  yeirs  had  been  fo  fre- 
quent ?  44  if,"  added  the  fecretary, 
"  the  difpenfers  of  the  plan  for  go- 
verning India,  (a  place  from  which 
the  anfwer  of  a  letter  cannot  be 
expevted  in  lefs  than  twelve  month*) 
have  not  greatea  liability  in  their 
iituations  than  a  Britim  miniftry» 
adieu  to  all  hopes  of  rendering  our 
Ealicrn  territories  of  any  advan- 
tage to  this  country  ;  adieu  to 
every  expectation  of  purifying  the 
Indian  iyttcm,  of  reform,  of  im- 
provement, of  regulating  the  trade 
upon  its  proper  principles,  of  re- 
cllablilhing  the  natives  in  comfort, 
and  of  fecuring  the  perpetuity  of 
thefc  bk-inngs  by  the  cordial  recon- 
cilement of  the  Indians  with  their 
former  tyrants,  -upon  terms  of 
amity,  friendfhip  and  fcllo.fhip.** 
As  to  the  circumlrance  of  the  cous- 
in ilfioners  being  nominated  by  par- 
liament in  the  firlt  inttancc,,  it  was 
fo  far  from  being  any  thing  new, 
violent  and  alarming,  that  the 
houfe  would  recollect  that  in  no 
parliamentary  commiiBon  down  to 
the  commillioncrs  of  the  land-tax, 
bad  it  ever  been  other  wife. 

Th"  f  crctary  had  abeady  fpoVcn 
of  himfe  f,  :.nd  he  mud  add  ibme 
other  obfervations  on  the  fame  fub- 
ject.  The  houfe  would  fee  that 
thcaukwaid  talk  was  rendered  in- 
difpcniiblc,  infinitely  more  hiving 
been  faid  concern  ng  him  in  thcie 
debates,  than  concerning  the  ques- 
tion which  was  the  proper  fuhject 
of  agitation.  r:c  ha  i  been  eharg* 
ed  with  defc  tion  and  apotfacy  from 
thofc  principles  of  liberty  upon 
the  former  allerrion  of  which  he 
was  now  lb' highly  complimented. 
In  reply  to  this  charge  he  would 
ajfcrt,  that  were  they  to  fearch  the 

bilV 
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nitfory  of  ifts  life,  they  would  find  furrendered  pomp  and  power  rather 
that  the  period  ot  it,  in  which  he  than  remain,  where  his  piinciplct 
had  ifru«.-gied  molt  for  tlic  teal,  tub-  ccafed  to  be  taihion  :Mc,  anJ  were 
ttantial  caufe  of  liberty,  was  that  withering  into  contempt.    At  no 
viry  mom  nt.    \Vi:at  was  rhc  n.olt  period  >>f  his  lit  Uid  Mr.  Fox  mcn- 
ouious  fpecics  ot   tyrannv  r    Pre-  tion  the  marquis  with  mure  confi- 
ciulv  thar  which  the  bill  was  in-  dencc,  than  at  this  mon.ent,  when 
tended  to  annihilate  :  that  a  hand-  he  laid,  that  his  foul  .puke  in  every 
ful  ot :  men,  free  themdves-,  (hould  line  of  the  bill  before  the  hoo*, 
execute  the  moll  bale  and  aboMn-  tor  his  foul  fpo'.e  in  every  meafure 
able   defpv>tilm    over  n.ill  ons  ot  of  virtue,  wildom,  humane  policy, 
tbeir  fellow-creatures,  that  inno-  and  national  honour, 
ccncc  fiiould  be  the  victim  of  op-  A  game  of  a  twofold  quality 
predion,  that  induftry  lhould  toil  was  plaving  by  the  other  tide  of 
tor  rapine,  that  the  harmlefs  la-  the  houfe  upon  this  occahon,  to 
bnurer  fliould  fwca',not  for  his  ow  n  w  hich  he  hoped  the  houfe,  and  he 
benefit,  but  for  the  luxury  and  ra-  hoped  the  king  'om  w  >uld  attend* 
pucity  ot  tyrannic  depredatio   :  in  Th  v  wore  endeavouring  to  injure 
a  word,  that  thirty  millions  ot  men  adminiuratiin  through  two  chan- 
gifted  by  providence  with  the  or-  uols  at  t!ie  fame  time  ;  through  a 
dinar,  endowments  of  humanity,  ccrta'n  great  quarter,  and  through 
fh  ndd  groan  under  a  f\  i  cm  of  del-  the  people.     1  hey  were  attempt- 
potiiin  unmatched  in  ali  the  hiuo-  ingfoala  m  the  hrft,  by  aflerting% 
ries  of  the  w>  rid.  that  the  bill  increased  the  influence 
But  the  c  argc  was  ftill  repeated,  of  miniftry  againd  the  crown  ;  and 
and  that  tide  ot  the  houtl-  uerc  tie-  they  were  routing  the  people  under 
ferters.    A  fe  •  cold  and  dlaff;  cied  an  idea  that  it  increased  the influ- 
memhers  fell  off,  then  tur  cd  ah  )iit,  ence  of  the  crown  againft  tbem. 
and  to  palliate  their  own  deletion,  That  thev  would  fait  in  both,  he 
called  ti  e  body  of  the  army  de-  doub  ed  not.    Jn  the  great  quarter 
ferters  !    They  had  not  deferted  ;  he  truited,  they  were  well  undcr- 
here  they  were  a  firm  phalanx,  rtood,   and  the  princely  mind 'of 
Dcdted  indeed  they  had  been  in  that  hi.  h  per  fun  was  a  fecurity  a- 
the  moment  of  difaltcr,  but  never  gamit    their  devices:    they  were 
dejected,  and  lelciom  complaining,  running  fwiftly  to  take  off  what- 
Somc  of  thofe  who  rofc  upon  their  ever  little  impolition  might  have 
wreck,  and  who  eagerly  grafped  been  put  upon  any  part  even  of 
the  power  they  had  had  the  labour  the  multitude.    He  wifhed  to  rcf- 
of  erecting,   now  called  them  de-  cue  the  character  of  the  public 
ferters.    They  retorted  the  term  undemanding  from  the  contemptu- 
with  juft  indignation.    But  an  ho-  ous  implication  that  it  was  capable 
nourable  gentleman   had   adviicd  of  being  gulled  by  fuch  artifices- 
Mr.  Fox  not  to  mention  the  name  He  felt  for  h  s  country's  honour 
of  the  marquis  of  Rock:.ngham,  when  he  faid,  that  kngliihmen,  free 
who  would   never  have  counte-  thcmfelves,  and  fond  of  giving  free- 
nanced  a  bill  of  this  kind.    This    dom  to  others,  difdained  fuch  ftra- 
was.  indeed,  impofing  hard  condi-    tagems,  and  were  equally  above 
lions  on  thofe  who  had  luffered  a    the  fillinefs  of  crediting  the  revilers 
fort  of  political  martyrdom  in  the    of  this  a&,  as  above  the  bafenefa 
faufe  of  that  nobleman,  and  hud   of  confederating  and  making  a  com- 
mon 
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mon  caufe  with  thofe,  who  would   to  perceive  the  fpirit  aifd  temper  in 
fupport  a  fyftem  that  diihonoured   which  the  debate  had  been  all  atom; 
the  country,  and  kept  thirty  mil-   purl'ucd  upon  one  fide  of  the  houle. 
lions  of  the  human  race  in  wretch-   The  declamation  of  gentlemen  who 
net 5.    He  made  allowance  for  the   oppollU  the  bill  hnd  been  abundant 
hare-brained  delufions  of  folly  and   and  vehement  ;  but  they  had  been 
-  ignorance,  and  the  effects  of  dclign.    referved,  and  even  filcnt,  about  its 
To  fuch  evils  every  meafure  was   fitnefs  or  uuntnefs  to  obtain  the  ob- 
liablc,  and  every  man  muft  expert   jcCtit  had  in  view>    By  tome  it  was 
a  portion  of  the  confc<iucncc.  Kut   taken  up  (by  way  of  cxercifc  he 
for  the  ferious  and  grave  dctermi-    prefumed)  as  a  point  of  law  on  a 
nations  of  the  public  judgment  he   iiuciliou  of  private  property  and 
had  the  highelt  value ;  he  ever   corporate  franchife ;  by  others  it 
had,  and  ever  mould  have.    If  it   was  regarded  as  the  petty  intrigue 
were  a  weaknefs,  he  confeffed  it,   of  a  taction  at  court,  and  argued 
that  to  lofe  the  good  opinion  of  the   merely  as  it  tended  to  fct  this  man 
meanelt  man  gave  him  fomc  pain  ;    a  little  higher,  or  that  a  little  lo*cr, 
and  whatever  triumph  his  enemies    in  fituation  and  power.    The  void 
could  derive  from  fuch  a  frame  of    had  been  filled  up  with  invectives 
mind,  they  were  welcome  to.    But   againft  coalition  ;  with  allufions  to 
he  would  rilk  his  all  upon  the  ex-   the  lofs  of  America ;  with  the  ac- 
ccllence  of  this  bill.    He  would   tivity  and  inactivity  of  miniftcrs. 
'  rifle  upon  it  whatever  was  moft  dear   Thc'interelt  and  well-being  of  the 
to  him,  whatever  men  molt  valued,    paoplc  of  India,  the  intercil  which 
the  character  of  integrity,  of  ta-   this  nation  had  in  the  commerce 
lents,  of  honour,  of  prefent  repu-   and  revenues  of  that  country,  could 
tation  and  future  fame:  thefe  he   fiercely  obtain  the  attention  of  a 
would  flake  upon  the  ccnftitutional   moment.    It  was  not  right,  it  was 
fafcty,  the  enlarged  policy,  the   not  worthy  of  that  houfe  in  this 
equity  and  wifdom  of  this  meafure.   manner  to  depreciate  the  value,  to 
And  he  had  no  fear,  when  he  faid   degrade  the  majclly  of  this  grave 
(whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  its   deliberation  of  policy  and  empire, 
authors)  that  this  bill  would  pro-       'J  he  claims   of  the  Eaft  India 
duce  to  this  country  every  blclfing   company  under  its  charters  had 
of  commerce  and  revenue  ;  and  that   been  alleited  in  very  lofty  language, 
by  extending  a  generous  and  hu-    and  had  been  mentioned  by  the  • 
inane  government  over  thole  millions   phrafe  of  the  chartered  rights  of 
whom  the  infcrutablc  difpenfations   men.    The  phrafe,  Mr.  Burke  ob-» 
pf  providence  had  placed  under  us   ferved,  was  full  of  affectation  and 
in  the  remote  ft  regions  of  the  earth,   ambiguity.      I  he  rights  of  men, 
it  would  confecrate  the  name  of  that  is,  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
England  among  the  nobleft  of  na-   kind,  were  indeed  1  acred  thinly ; 
tions.  and  for  any  public  meafure  nvf< 

The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke  upon  chicvoufly  to  affect  them,  ought  to 
this  grand,  turning  point  of  the  be  an  objection  fatal  to  the  mca- 
then  adminiftration,  was  perhaps  furc,  even  if  no  charter  could  be 
the  moft  beautiful,  fublime  and  fct  up  againft  it.  If  thcic  natural 
finifhed  compofition,  that  his  ftudies  rights  were  farther  affirmed  by  ex* 
and  hi*  labours  had  produced.  He  prefs  covenants,  they  were  in  a  llill 
declared  himfelf  a  little  concerned   better  condition  ;  the)*  partook  no; 

only 
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©nlv  of  the  fanc~tity  of  the  object,  duties :  and  paffively  to  bear  with 

but  of  the  folcmnity  of  that  public  oppreilions  committed  under  the 

faith  by  which  they  were  fc cured,  function  of  their  authority,  was,  iu 

Such  were   the  chatters  of  king  truth*  and  rcafon,  to  be  an  accora- 

John  and  king  Henry  the  third ;  plice  in  the  abufe. 

a;id  thefe  charters  had  made  the  The  ftrong  admiiCon,  Mr.  Burke 

very  name  clear  to  the  heart  of  an  was  confeious,  that  he  had  made 

Engliflirnan-    But  there  were  char-  of  the  company's  rights,  bound  him 

ters,  not  only  different  from  thefc,  to  do  a  great  deal.    He  ought  to  be 

but  formed  on  principles  the  very  able  to  (how  that  the  object  affected 

revcrfe  of  theirs.    The  rights  they  by  the  abufe  was  gre^t  and  impor- 

communicated   (to  fpeak  of  them  tant,  that  the  abufe  was  habitual 

in  terms  of  the  grcateu  pornblc  mo-  and  of  conlidcrable  magnitude,  and 

deration)  did  at  leaft  fufpend  the  that  without  an  entire  change  of 

natural  rights  of  mankind  at  large,  fyftem  it  was  utterly  incurable.  All 

and  were  liable  to  fall  into  a  direct  this  ought  to  be  made  as  vifible  to 

violation  of  them.    Such  was  the  him  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  before 

charter  of  the  Fart  India  company,  he  would  ftrike  off  an  atom  of  the 

It  was  ftamped  by  the  faith  of  the  charter.     His  reluctance  for  the 

Viug  ;  it  was  ltamped  by  the  faith  fake  of  a  theory,  however  fpecioust 

of  parliament ;  it  had  been  bought  to  the  deftroving  any  cftabliihcd 

for  money,   honclViy  and    fairly  fyftem  of  government,  was  infupcr- 

paid ;    it  had    been  bought    for  able. 

valuable  confideration,    over  and  After  having  (rated  the  extent  of 

ever  again.    More  than  this  could  territory   and   population,  which 

not  be  aflerted  by  the  moll  lire-  was  the  objec%  ot  this  bill,  Mr. 

nuous  advocates  the  company  had  Burke  defcribed  the  quality  and 

to  boift.  character  of  the  inhabitants.  They 

It  was  true  however  of  every  did  not  connll  of  an  abject  and  bar- 

fpecics  of  political  dominion,  and  barous   populace ;  much  lcis  of 

every   defcription  of  commercial  gangs  of  fa vages,  like  the  Guarantee 

privilege,  none  of  which  were  ori-  and  Chiquitos,  who  wandered  on  the 

ginal  rights,  or  grants  for  the  mere  borders  of  the  river  of  Amazon* 

benefit  of  the  holders,  that  they  or  the  Plate.    They  were  a  people 

were  in  the  if rictcft  fenfe  a  trult ;  for  ages  civilized  and  cultivated  ; 

that  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  cultivated  by  all  the  arts  of  policed 

delegated  were   accountable,  and  life,  while  we  were  yet  in  the  woods, 

that  they  were  liable   totally  to  There  had  been  (and  dill  the  lkelc- 

ceafc,  when  they  fubftantially  vu-  tons  remained)  princes  once  of 

ried  from  the  purpofes  of  their  exi«  "great  dignity,  authority  and  opu- 

Irence.    The  very  charter,  which  lencc.    There  were  to  be  found  the 

was  held  out  to  exclude  parliament  chiefs  of  tribes  and  nations.  There 

from  all  interference,  was  the  thing  was  to  be  found  an  ancient  and  ve* 

which  at  once  gave  a  title,  and  im-  ncrable  prieithood,  the  depofitary 

pofed  a  duty  upon  them,  to  inter*  of  their  laws,  learning  and  hi* 

xcre  in  all  cafes  of  flagrant  malver-  (lory,  the  guides   of  the  people 

(ation.    Parliament  bad  fold,  it  was  while  living,  and  their  confutation 

admitted,  all  they  had  a  right  to  in  death ;  a  nobility  of  great  anri« 

fell;  that  is,  their  authority,  not  quity  and  renown ;  a  multitude  of 

their  control.     They  had  not  a  cities,  not  exceeded  in  population 

x*rght  so  make  e  market  of  their  and  trade  by  thole  of  the  ftrft  daft 
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in  Europe  :  merchants  and  bankers,  tions  in  the  beginning,  and  during 
individual  houfes  of  whom  had  i,nce  the  uholc  courfe  of  the  Maratta 
Tied  wi'h  the  bink  of  KmjlanJ,  war,  furniflied  a  very  copious  lift 
whofc  credit  had  often  fupportcd  a  of  inllances  under  the  fecond  head, 
tottering  itate,  and  prefer*  ed  their  In  regard  to  the  ruin  of  fuch 
governments  in  the  mid \  of  war  princes  as  had  confided  in  the  com- 
and  dcfolation  ;  millions  of  inge-  pany,  the  hou*e  would  be  pleafed 
liious manufacturers and  mechanics,  to  look  to  the  hii'ory  and  preftnt 
millions  of  the  mod  diligent,  and  condition  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 
not  the  leaf!  intelligent  tillers  of  the  In  the  year  177  >  this  country  had 
earth.  Here  were  to  be  found  al-  been  afflicted  with  a  general  famine ; 
motl  all  the  religion*  profefled  by  a  calamity  which  was  known  to  relax 
men,  the  Bramincal,  the  Mufiul-  the  feverity  even  of  the  molt  ri« 
man,  the  calkrn  aud  the  weftern  gorous  government.  In  this  iitua- 
ChritMan.  tion  the  prcfulcnt  of  Ketigil  had 

In  deferring  the  magnitude  and    put  an  abfolute  negative  upon  the 
atrocity  of  the  abufc,  Mr.  Burke   rcprcfentation  of  the  prince,  add- 
affirmed,  with  refpect  to  the  con-   ing,  that  perhaps  expedients  might 
du<il  of  the  company  towards  powers    be  found  tor  affording  him  a  gradual 
and  dates  independent,  or  that  not    relief,  but  that  thefc  could  not  be 
long  fince  were  fuch,  that  there   applied  at  once,  and  that  their  effect 
was  not  a  (ingle  prince,  (tare,  or-  mult  be  distent.    This  diliant  re- 
potentate,  with  whom    they  had   lief  however  never  arrived,  and 
come  into  contact,  whefrn  they  had   the  country  was  rumed.  Mr.  Hail- 
not  fold  ;  that  there  was  not  a  iingle   ings  atknowleged,  that  the  **  event 
treaty  they  had  ever  made  which  .had  proved  the  revcrfe  of  his  hopes, 
they  had   not  broken  ;  and  that    and  had  yielded  nothing  but  accu- 
therc  was  not  a  lingle  prince  or   mulation    of  dillrefs,  debafement 
frate  that  had  ever  put  any  trult  in   and  diflatisfaftion  to  the  nabob,  and 
the  companv,  and  was  not  utterly    difappointment  and  dilgrace  to  him- 
ruined.    Mr.  Burke's  firlt  inflance   fclf."    But  in  the  midit  of  this 
was  in  the  Great  Mcgul,  the  dc-    grand  watie  or  the  company's  do- 
fcendant  of  Tamerlane.  This  high    minion,  one  country,  like  an  idand, 
perfonage,  as  high  as  human  vene-   Pill  bore  the  marks  of  fertility  and 
ration  could  look  at,  was  by  every    plenty.    •*  The  whole  of  his  coun- 
account,  amiable  in  his  manners,    tiy,  fay  the  enemies  of  its  unfor- 
refpeclable  for  his  piety  according   tunate  prince,  is  what  the  whole 
to  his  mode,  and  accomplifhed  in    country  <>f  the  Rohillas  was,  cul- 
all  the  oriental  literature.    Money   tivated  !ike  a  garden,  without  one 
was  coined  in  his  name  ;  in  his    ncfclcchrd  fpot  in  it.    Fizulla  was 
name  jurtice  wa?  adminiftered  ;  he    fuppofed,  in  the  <:ourfc  of  a  few 
was   prayed  for  in  every  temple    years,  to  have  doubled  the  popu- 
through  the  countr.es  we  poll"  fled    lntionand  revenues  of  his  country." 
— but  he  had  been  fold.    To  this    Dr.  Swift  had  fomcwhere  faid,that 
example  Mr.  Burke  added  the  laic    he  who  could  nuke  two  blades  of 
0»  the  Rohillas,  thofe  of  the  nabob    grafsgrow,  where  but  one  grew  be- 
of  Bengal,  of  the  poly  gars,  of  thr    fore,  was  a  greater  benefactor  to 
Maratta  empir  ,  ol  Ragoba  the  pre-    the  human  race  than  all  the  poli- 
tender  to  that  empire,  and  «>f  the    ticiam    that  ever   exiftcd.     1  his 
fuba  of  the  Dccan.    The  tranfac-   prince,  who  would  have  been  deified 

by 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOREI  G  N 

try  antiquity,  who  would  have  been 
innked  with  Oliris,  and  Bacchus 
and  Ceres,  and  the  divinities  moft 
propitious  to  n:en,  was  for  thc/e 
very  merits  attacked  by  the  com- 
pany's government  as  a  cheat,  a 
robber  and  a  traitor.  His  terri- 
tory, fmallcr  in  extent  than  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  already  paid  to 
the  Britilh  government  15  ,occ  1. 
per  annum,  and  a  demand  was  now 
made  upon  it  10  the  amount  of 
300,0:  ol.  more.  The  fuuation  of 
Faruckabad  appeared  to  be  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  territories  of  Fizulla. 
To  this  might  be  added,  the  affair 
of  the  polygars,  and  the  lltuation 
of  the  prince  who  had  ruined  the 
polygars,  Mahomet  Ali  Khan.  The 
Hory  of  the  raja  oi  Benares,  and 
of  1  he  princetTes  of  OuJe  were  *lt'o 
related  by  Mr.  Burke  with  much 
warmth  of  colouring. 

From  the  conducl  of  the  com- 
pany towards  the  independent  pow- 
ers and  fta'cs  that  furrounded  them, 
the  houfe  would  turn  to  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  countries  immediately 
tmder  the  charter  government.  In 
the  year  1772,  and  abov  t  the  time 
in  which  Mr.  Kaftin^  had  become 
prcfident  of  Bengal,  thefc  prov.nccs 
Were  laid  wafte  with  a  famine.  The 
fuccour,  which  the  new  prcfident 
and  council  lent  to  the  afflicted  na- 
tion—was  it  pofTib'e  to  believe  the 
relation? — was  the  fett'ng  up  the 
landed  interetl  of  a  whole  kingdom, 
of  a  kingdom  to  be  compared  to 
France,  to  public  auction.  No  pre- 
ference had  been  given  to  the  ancient 
proprietor?.  '1  h«.y  mull  bid  againft 
every  ufurer,  every  temporary  ad- 
venturer, every  jobber  and  fchemer, 
every  fervant  <  f  every  European, 
or  they  had  been'  obliged  to  con- 
tent themfelvcs,  in  lieu  of  their  ex- 
tenfivc  domains,  with  their  houfe, 
and  fuch  a  pen  Hon  as  the  Oate 
aii&ioneer*  thought  lit  to  aflign. 
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Another  reform  had  fince  come 
Upon  the  back  of  the  firft,  a  new 
fcheme  of  occonomy  had  taken 
place,  and  had  deprived  them  of 
the  penlion.  The  menial  fervantt 
of  Engliflimen,  perfon?,  "  whofe 
fathers  they  would  not  have  fet 
with  the  dbgs  of  their  flock,"  en- 
tered into  their  patrimonial  lands. 
Mr.  Hailings's  banian,  after  this 
auction,  had  been  found  poflefled 
of  territoric3  yielding  a  rent  of 
140,0^0!. 
A  total  revolntion  in  the  year 
1  had  alfo  taken  place  in  the  na- 
tive adminitl ration  of  juftice.  In 
one  of  the  ufual  freaks  of  legiflation, 
the  council  of  Bengal  had  trans.* 
ferred  the  judicature,  till  then  ex- 
ereifed  by  the  principal  MulTulmen, 
t.>  a  body  conftitutcd  of  certain 
Englifh  (ervants  of  the  company, 
and  the  Gentoo  zemidars  of  the 
country,  who  had  never  petitioned 
for  it,  and,  for  any  thing  that  ap- 
peared, never  defircd  the  boon. 
The  natives  however  had  foon 
the  confolation  of  perceiving  that 
the  Englifh  government  fared  no 
better.  A  board  of  jutiice  and  re-, 
venue  had  been  planned  by  the  prc- 
lidcnt  and  council  in  1772,  and  fofar 
ratified  by  the  court  of  directors,  that 
they  gave  prccife  orders  that  no  alte- 
ration (hould  be  made  in  it  without 
their  confent.  In  th-s  coniHtu  ion 
(whether  in  other  refpec'ts  good  or 
evil)  there  had  been  authority, 
communication,  mutual  check,  and 
control.  They  had  been  obliged  to 
enter  on  their  minutes  their  reafona 
and  dhTents ;  fo  that  a  man  of  di- 
1  gence  and  tolerable  fagacity,  fit- 
ting in  London,  might  be  able  from 
them  to  form  forme  judgment  of  the 
fipirit  of  what  was  going  on  en  the 
fartheft  baiflc  of  the  Ganges  and 
Burrampooter.  This  conftitution 
however,  without  any  previous 
ilep,  at  one  ltroke,  by  the  autho- 
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rity  of  a  (ingle  individual,  had  been  folation  were  not  a  recreating  pro- 
fwtpt  away.  The  chief  of  each  fpe£t  to  the  eye  of  man,  and  fc\V 
council,  and  one  Kuropcan  col-  there  were  who  could  bear  to  grjow 
lector  of  revenue,  only  remained,  old  among  the  curfes  of  a  whole 
Their  continuance  was  publicly  de-  people.  If  their  palBon  or  their 
clared  ro  be  only  temporary  and  avarice  drove  the  i  artar  lords  to . 
p«rmiflive.  A  committee  had  been  a&s  of  rapacity  or  tyranny,  there 
formed  in  Calcutta,  to  whom  not  had  been  time  enough  in  the  fliort 
only  the  functions  of  all  the  infc-  life  of  man  to  repair  the  dclblations 
rior,  but  even  thofe  of  the  fuprcme  of  war  by  the  arts  of  magnificence 
adminilbation  of  revenue  were  de-  and  peace.  But  under  the  Englifti 
legated.  In  the  obfeure  and  filcnt  government  all  this  order  was  re  - 
gulf  of  this  committee  every  thing  verfed.  Our  conqueft  there,  after 
was  now  buried.  The  thicken:  twenty  years,  was  as  crude  as  it  had 
ihades  of  night  iurrounded  their  been  the  firit  day.  The  natives 
tranfaclions.  The  directors,  who  fcarcely  knew  what  it  was  to  fee 
had  dared  to  talk  with  fuch  con-  the  grey  head  of  an  Englifhman. 
fidence  of  their  revenues,  knew  Young  men  (boys  almoft)  governed 
nothing  about  them.  What  ufed  there  without  fociety  and  without 
to  fill  volumes  was  now  comprifed  fympathy  with  the  natives.  They 
under  a  few  dry  heuds  on  a  (hect  had  no  more  focial  habits  with  the 
of  paper.  The  judicial  inftitution  people  than  if  they  flill  refilled  in 
had  undergone  a  fimilar  change,  England,  nor  indeed  any  fpecics 
and  judges  were  placed  at  the  head  of  intcrcourfe,  but  that  which  was 
of  each  court  taken  from  the  junior  neccfiary  to  the  making  a  fudden 
fc/vants  of  the  company.  fortune  with  a  view  to  a  remote 
Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  point  fcttlement.  Animated  with  all  the 
out  a  few  of  the  many  lines  of  dif-  avarice  of  age,  and  all  the  impe- 
ference,  which  were  to  be  found  tuofity  of  youth,  they  rolled  in  one 
between  the  vices  of  the  company's  after  another,  wave  after  wave  ; 
government  and  thofe  of  the  con*  and  there  was  nothing  before  the 
querors  wlu>  preceded  us  in  India,  eyes  of  the  natives  but  an  endlefs, 
The  feveral  irruptions  of  Arabs,  hopelcfs  profpect  of  new  flights  of 
Tartars  and  Pcrlians  had  been  birds  of  prey  and  paffage,  wirh  ' 
for  the  greater  part  wafteful  in  the  appetites  continually  renewing  for 
extreme  :  our  entrance  into  the  do-  a  food  that  was  continually  wading, 
minion  had  been  with  fmall  compa-  Every  rupee  of  profit  made  by  an 
rative  effufion  of  blood,  and  was  Enghlhtnan  was  loft  for  ever  to  In- 
let's effecled  by  open  force  than  by  dia.  With  us  were  no  retributory 
various  frauds  and  deluftons.  But  fupcrftitions,  by  wh;ch  a  founda- 
the  difference  in  favour  of  the  fir  ft  tion  of  charity  compenfated  /or 
conquerors  was  this ;  the  Afiatic  ages  to  the  poor,  for  the  rapine  and 
conquerors  had  fooo  abated  of  their  injufticc  of  a  day.  With  ua  uo 
ferocity,  becaufe  they  made  the  pride  erected  rtately  monuments, 
conquered  country  their  own.  Fa-  which  repaired  the  mifchiefs  pride 
thers  there  depofited  the  hopes  of  had  produced,  and  adorned  a  coun- 
their  pofterity,  and  children  there  try  out  of  its  own  fpoils.  England 
beheld  the  monuments  of  their  fa-  had  creeled  no  churches,  no  ho- 
then.    Poverty,  ftcrility  and  dc-  fpital*.  *,  no  palaces,  no  fchools  ; 

*  Mr.  Burke  accepted  the  trifling  foundation  at  Calcutta. 
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England  had  built  no  bridges,  made 
no  hijh  roads,  cut  no  navigations, 
du<;  no  re'ervoirs.  E*ery  other 
conqueror  of  every  other  defcrip- 
tion  had  left  Tome  monument  cither 
or  itate  or  beneficence  behind  him. 
V,  ere  we  to  be  driven  out  of  India 
this  day,  nothing  would  remain  to 
tell  that  it  had  been  polTelTed,  dur- 
ing the  inglorious  period  of  our 
dominion,  by  any  thing  better  than 
the  ouran-outang  or  the  tyger. 

The  commercial  conduct  of  the 
company  had  not  been  a  whit  more 
prudent  and  judicious  than  their 
conduct  as  ftarefmen.  They  had 
paid  no  attention  to  the  principle 
of  buying  cheap  and  felling  dear; 
they  had  been  prodigal  in  their 
contracts  ;  they  had  made  no  pro- 
vilion  for  the  bills  which  were 
drawn  upon  them  ;  and  inftcad  of 
that  accuracy,  which  was  eflential 
to  a  merchant,  they  had  invented 
a  new  principle  of  account  upon 
honour,  which  in  reality  amounted 
to  an  entire  annihilation  of  the 
principle  of  all  accounts. 

Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  examine 
the  laft  qucflion  he  had  iiafed,  whe- 
ther in  its  prefent  ftate  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Eall  India  company 
was  abfolutely  incorrigible.  Under 
this  head  he  declared,  that  if  the 
court  of  directors  had  not  uni- 
formly condemned  every  aft  which 
that  houfe  or  any  of  its  committees 
had  condemned,'  if  the  language 
in  which  they  had  exprefled  their 
dfepprobation  had  not  been  more 
indignant  than  any  ever  employed 
in  that  houfe,  he  Ihould  have  en- 
tertained fome  hopes.  But  when 
he  reflected  on  the  uniformity  of 
their  fupport  to  the  objects  of  their 
uniform  cenfurc,  and  the  ftate  of 
infignificanee  and  difgrace  to  which 
all  of  thole  had  been  reduced  whom 
thev  approved,  and  that  even  titter 
ruin  and  premature  death  had  been 
1784. 


among  the  fruits  of  their  favour, 
he  mult  be  convinced  that  in  this 
cafe,  as  in  all  others,  hvpocrify 
was  the  only  vice  that  never  could 
be  cured.  The  death  of  colonel 
Monfon  and  fir  John  Claver;ng, 
and' the  difgrace  of  Mr.  Francis, 
men  who  had  been  fent  out  to  re- 
form the  abulcs  of  the  company's 
government,  and  whofecondutt  had 
received  their  uniform  applaufe, 
amply  confirmed  this  obfervation. 
But  worfc,  far  worfe,  had  been 
the  fate  of  the  poor  creature9,  the 
natives  of  India,  whom  the  hypo- 
crify of  the  company  had  betrayed 
into  complaint  of  oppreifi  m  and 
difcovery  of  peculation.  The  tirir. 
woman  in  Bengal,  a  pcrfon  of 
princely  rank,  who  had  paid  above 
20~',cool.  a  year  quit-rent  to  the 
llate,  was,  according  to  very  cre- 
dible information,  10  completely 
begg-ared  by  her  thoughtlcfs  trull 
in  the  company's  honour,  as  to 
Hand  in  need  of  the  relief  of  alms. 
The  affair  of  Nundcomar  was  well 
known.  By  an  infult  on  every 
thing  which  India  held  rcfpetfablo 
and  facred,  he  had  been  hanged, 
for  a  pretended  crime,  upon  an  ex 
poj]  faflo  Britifli  aft  of  parliament, 
in  the  midft  of  his  evidence  againft 
Mr.  Hartings.  The  accufer  they 
faw  hanged.  The  culprit,  with- 
out acquittal  or  enquiry,  triumphed 
on  the  ground  of  that  murder;  a 
murder  not  of  Nundcomar  only, 
but  of  all  living  tcllimony,  and  of 
evidence  yet  unborn.  From  that 
time  not  a  complaint  had  been  heard 
from  the  natives  againft  their  go- 
vernors. All  the  grievances  of 
India  had  found  a  complete  re- 
medy. 

rI  his  had  been  their  conduct, 
and  it  had  been  the  refult  of  the 
alteration  which  was  infcnfibly 
made  in  their  conftitutton.  The 
company,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it 
Q  '  was 
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was  formerly  underftood,  had  no  obliged  to  have  rceourfe  to  this  ex* 
exigence.  The  flock  was  of  no  pedient.  Much,  very  much  the 
value,  whether  it  were  the  quali-  contrary.  But  if  he  were  unable 
fication  of  a  director  or  proprietor,  to  correct  a  fyltcm  of  oppreflion  and 
and  it  was  impoflible  it  mould.  A  tyranny,  that  went  to  the  utter 
director's  qualification  might  be  ruin  of*  millions  of  his  feilow-crca- 
worth  about  2,500!.  and  the  in-  turcs  and  fcllow-fubjects,  without 
tereft  was  about  160I.  a  year.  Of  fomc  incrcafe  of  that  influence,  he 
what  value  was  that  to  him,  whofe  was  there  ready  to  declare,  that  he, 
fon,  before  he  was  in  Bengal  two  who  had  been  active  to  reduce  it, 
months,  fold  the  grant  of  a  fingle  fhould  at  lead  be  as  active  and  Pre- 
contract for  40,0001  ?  Accordingly  nuous  to  rellorc  it  again.  He  wa9 
the  ftock  was  bought  up  in  quali-  no  lover  of  names :  he  contended 
fications ;  and  its  end  was  to  fup-  for  the  fubftancc  of  good  and  pro- 
port  againft  jutlicc  fomc  man  of  tecting  government,  let  it  come 
power  who  had  made  an  obnoxious  from  what  quarter  it  would.  He 
fortune  in  India,  and  to  obtain  in  concluded  his  fpeech  with  a  beau- 
return  his  patronage,  that  he  might  tiful  and  animated  panegyric  upon 
pour  the  fpoils  of  the  Eart,  "  bar-  the  mover  of  the  bill.  He  confetfed 
baric  pearl  and  gold,"  on  their  he  anticipated  with  joy  the  reward 
children  and  dependents.  Mr.  Ha-  of  thofc  whofe  whole  confcqucncc, 
(lings  had  informed  us,  that  he  had  power  and  authority  exiited  only 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  kind  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  and  he 
of  raw  materials,  who  expected  to  carried  his  mind  to  all  the  people, 
be  fpcedily  manufactured  into  this  and  all  the  names  and  defcriptions, 
merchantable  quality.  He  had  two  that,  relieved  by  this  meafurc, 
hundred  and  fifty  young  gentlemen,  would  blefs  the  labour*  of  that  par- 
fome  of  them  of  the  beft  families  liament,  and  the  confidence  which 
in  England,  as  heflages  for  the  the  beft  houfe  of  commons  had 
good  behaviour  of  that  houfe,  and  given  to  him  who  beft  deferved  it. 
of  his  conrtituents ;  and,  loaded  The  little  cavils  of  party  would  not 
for  years  as  he  had  been  with  the  be  heard  where  freedom  and  hap- 
execrations  of  the  natives,  and  the  pinefs  would  be  felt.  There  was 
cenfures  of  the  directors,  and  Ih  uck  not  a  tongue,  a  nation,  a  religion 
and  blafled  with  resolutions  of  that  in  India,  which  would  not  blefs  the 
koufe,  he  flill  maintained  the  moil  prctiding  care  and  manly  bencfi- 
defpotic  power  ever  known  in  India,  cence  of  that  houfe,  and  of  him 
The  fervants  in  India  were  no  who  propofed  to  them  this  great 
longer  appointed  by  the  directors,  work.  Their  names  would  never 
but  the  directors  were  chofen  by  be  feparatcd  before  the  throne  of 
them.  The  houfe  in  Lcadenhall-  the  divine  goodnefs,  in  whatever 
ihcet  was  nothing  more  than  an  language,  or  with  whatever  rites 
exchange  for  their  agents,  factors  pardon  was  aiked  for  fin,  and  re- 
and  deputies,  to  take  care  of  their  ward  for  thofc  who  imitated  the 
affairs,  and  fupport  their  interefts.  godhead  in  his  univerfal  bounty  to 

Mr.  Burke  went  on  to  anfwer  his  creatures, 

fome  of  the  objections  that  had  The  bill  was  oppofed,  in  the 

been  raifed  againft  the  bill.    With  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  among 

refpect  to  the  incrcafe  of  the  in-  others,  with  much  afperity  by  tir 

fluencc  of  the  crown,  he  was  not  James  Lowther,  Mr.  Dunco'mbe, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  T.  Pitr,  Mr.  I'owys,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, the  maiqais  of  Graham,  Mr. 
Jenkinfon,  Mr.  Ardcn,  Mr.  W. 
Grenvillc,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  Mr.  Wil- 
bcrforce,  lord  Mulgrave,  and  Mr. 
Wilkes.  It  was  warmly  fu  ^ported 
by  Mr.  Lcc,  Mr.  Erflcine,  Mr. 
Adam,  Mr.  Courtcnay,  Mr.  Rigby, 
lord  Maitiand,  fir  Henry  Fletcher, 
the  chairman,  and  Mr.  Wilkinfon, 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Eaft 
India  company.  During  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill»  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  by  the  mayor  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  London, 
praying  that  it  might  not  pafs  into 
a  law.  In  the  committee  it  was 
determined  that  the  commiiTioners 
mould  not  be  difqualificd  from  fit- 
ting in  the  houfe  of  commons ;  but 
the  fame  privilege  was  not  extend- 
ed to  the  aiiiftants.  Upon  the  mo- 
tion of  fir  William  Dolben,  the  du- 
ration of  the  bill  was  fixed  to  the 
term  of  four  years.  Be  fide  the  op- 
pofition  it  encountered  with  regard 
to  its  principle,  much  complaint 
was  made  of  the  indecent  hafte  with 
which  it  was  carried  through  the 
houfe.  It  was  Supported,  however, 
through  all  its  flages  by  a  confidcr- 
able  majority  of  members.  The 
divifion,  upon  the  fecond  reading, 
was,  ayes  217,  noes  103  ;  majo- 
rity, 1*14. 

On  the  ninth  of  December,  Mr. 
Fox,  attended  by  a  great  number 
of  members,  prclcnred  the  bill  at 
the  bar  of  the  jboufe  of  lords.  Upon 
.this  occalion  earl  Temple  declared, 
that  he  was  happy  to  embrace  the 
iirft  opportunity  'of  entering  his 
protctt  again  ft  fo  infamous  a  bill, 
againft  a  ltreteh  of  power  fo  truly 
alarming,  that  went  near  to  fcize 
upon  the  mod  ineftimable  part  of 
our  eontlitution,  our  chartered 
rights.  The  duke  of  Richmond 
cofe  on  the  fame  fide,  and  infilled 
much  upon  the  inconiillent  con- 
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du<ft  of  the  whig  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  admini Oration,  which  he  il- 
lu  ti  rated  from  the  protefts  figned 
with  their  names,  and  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  lordsv 
againrt  the  regulating  bill  of  1773. 
Lord  Thurlow  expreffed  himfelfc 
with  much  decifion.  He  obferved* 
that,  in  the  firll  inftance,  the  bill 
was  a  moft  atrocious  violation  of 
private  property ;  a  proceeding 
which  touched  every  Englifhman 
to  the  bone,  and  could  only  be  juf- 
tificd  by  the  ftrongeft  neccifity. 
This  nccellity,  he  faid,  mull  be 
fully  and  fairty  proved  by  evidence 
brought  to  the  bar  of  that  houfe, 
and  not  by  reports  from  a  com- 
mittee, to  which  he  lhould  pay  at 
much  attention  as  he  would  to  the 
adventures  of  Robinfon  Crufoe. 
They  were  told  that  the  finances 
of  the  company  were  much  dc» 
ranged.  But  would  parliament  ia 
its  juftice  forget,  that  the  company 
was  reilri&ed  from  employing  that 
credit  which  refultcd  from  its  great 
and  flourifliing  fit  nation  ?  Would 
parliament  forget  that  the  bill- 
holders  were  willing  to  extend  the 
period  of  payment,  and  that  if  the 
reftrictions  were  taken  off  to-mor- 
row morning,  every  demand  due 
to  the  ftate  would  be  difcharged  ? 
Would  parliament  forget  that  the 
politics  of  this  country  had  in- 
volved the  company  in  an  extenfive 
and  ruinous  war,  and  that  while 
we  encountered  lofs,  misfortune 
and  difgracc  in  every  other  quarter 
of  the  globe,  this  delinquent  com- 
pany had  furmountedthe  moft  afto- 
nifliing  difficulties  in  India  ?  Would 
parliament  forget  that  when  peace 
was  rclk>red  to  this  unfortunate 
country,  the  c  nqucfts  of  this  de- 
linquent company  were  given  up, 
to  prevent  farther  facrificcs  of  our 
more  favourite  poflctTions  ? 

Lord  Thurlow  remarked  upon 
C  2  the 
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the  language  of  lord  Loughbo-  vernmcnt  in  Bengal,  fuch  were  the 
rough,  who,  while  he  held  up  his  regulations  for  the  adminiftration 
character  to  public  dcteftation,  cau-  of  jufticc  in  the  provinces,  and 
tioufly  fupprefTed  the  name  of  Mr.  fuch  the  (economical  arrangements 
Haftings.  Whence  this  remark-  formed  in  the  civil  and  military  de- 
able  and  prepouerous  delicacy  ?  If  partments,  that  he  did  not  believe 
he  be  a  depopulator  of  provinces,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
if  he  be  a  plunderer,  and  an  enemy  folly  and  ignorance  of  the  mod 
to  the  human  race,  let  his  crimes  be  favourite  clerks  Mr.  Fox's  directors 
dragged  into  the  light  of  day,  and  could  fend  out,  to  throw  Bengal 
let  him  be  punifhed.  In  his  mind,  into  confufion  in  the  term  that  was 
Mr.  Haflings  was  one  of  the  moll  alligned  for  the  duration  of  his  bill, 
venerable  characters  that  this  coun-  The  fecond  reading  took  place 
try  had  produced.  He  had  ferved  on  the  15th  of  December,  when 
the  Eaft  India  company  for  thirty-  counfel  was  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
three  years,  and  twelve  years  as  houfe  of  lords  on  the  part  of  the 
prefident  of  Bengal.  He  poflcflcd  directors  and  proprietors  of  the 
a  mod  extenfive  knowlege  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  At  eleven 
languages,  the  manners,  the  po-  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  counfel 
litics,  and  the  revenues  of  Indoftan.  requeued  of  the  houfe  an  adjourn- 
He  was  a  man,  whofe  integrity,  mcnt  to  the  next  day,  for  the  con- 
whofe  honour,  whole  firmnefs  of  clufion  of  their  evidence  ;  and  a 
mind  and  whofe  perfeverancc  had  motion  being  made  for  that  pur- 
encountered  difficulties  that  would  pofe,  it  was  carried,  contents  87* 
have  fubdued  the  fpiiit  of  any  not  contents  79.  On  the  1 7th  it 
other  man,  and  had  furmounted  was  moved  that  the  bill  be  rejected, 
them.  No  impediment,  no  oppo-  The  principal  fpeakers  againlt 
iition  could  have  been  more  tor-  the  bill  were  earl  Gower,  lord 
midable  than  that  of  the  com-  Rawdon,  lord  Walfmgham  and 
million  %  which  ftemed  to  have  lord  Camden.  It  was  fupported 
been  fent  out  for  the  exprefs  pur-  conliderably  in  detail  by  the  earl 
pofe  of  thwarting  and  oppoling  all  of  Carlifle.  Lord  Sandwich  cm- 
his  meafures.  VVhen  he  confidcred  ployed  all  his  wit  and  humour  upon 
the  fcene  of  confufion  that  enfucd,  this  memorable  occaupn.  And  the 
the  factious  and  perfonal  fpirit  by  earl  of  Derby  difplayed  a  degree 
which  thefe  men  had  been  animated  of  eloquence,  fincerity  and  pa- 
from  the  hour  of  their  landing,  he  thos,  that  atlonilhed  his  audience, 
fincerely  wiflied  they  had  died  be-  and  might  have  dene  honour  to  the 
fore  they  had  fet  foot  in  India.  But  mod  acknowieged  abilities.  The 
Mr.  Haftings  had  been  able  to  fur-  bill  was  at  length  rejected,  contents 
mount  fo  arduous  a  trial.  And  95,  not  contents  76. 
fuch  was  the  vigour  of  our  go- 

•  Sir  John  Clavsring,  colonel  Monfon,  and  Mr.  Francis, 
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CHAP.  III. 

- 

Interference  ef  Lord  Temple.    Rcfolut'ons  againfi  fecret  Influence.  Addreft 

againfi  a  Dijjblutien  of  Parliament,  Recefs.  Further  Proceedings  in  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation.  Mr.  Pitt's  India  Bill.    It  is  re}c8ca\ 

SUCH  was  the  concludiig  fcene  majefty,  which  appears  to  have 
of  an  aJminittration,  from  whole  principally  turned  upon  the  bill 
vigour  its  partifans  had  conceived  then  depending  in  parliament, 
the  molt  fan^uine  hojfts,  and  whofc  Though  it  had  been  generally  bc- 
ftrtngth  had  been  reprefentcd  bv  Iicved  that  the  moifc  entire  cordial- 
its  enemies  as  fo  vail  and  irrcfifh-  ity  and  confidence  upon  all  points 
blc,  as  to  be  qualified  in  its  pro-  did  not  fublid  between  the  king 
£refs  to  break  down  all  the  hold-  and  his  minifters,  yet  upon  this 
mgs  of  monarchy,  and  all  the  bar-  mcafure,  which  refpe&ed  the  go- 
ners of  the  conilitution.  Propor-  vcrnment  of  our  haft  Indian  pof- 
tionable  to  the  prevalence  of  thefc  feffions,  they  had  obtained  his  per- 
ideas  mull  be  the  ailonifhinent  that  fed  concurrence.  It  was  probably 
fo  fudden  and  prcmat  re  a  diflblu-  the  language  that  had  been  held 
tion  is  calculated  jo  create.  It  by  fame  members  during  the  de- 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  men  of  bates  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
fuch  unrivalled  abilities,  when  they  who,  among  other  things,  had  af- 
entered  upon  a  meafure  of  fo  un-  fcrtcd,  that  if  the  bill  pafled  into 
paralleled  magnitude,  could  have  a  law,  the  crown  would  te  no  lon- 
done  other  than  count  the  cods  of  gcr  worth  the  wearing,  that  had 
their  undertaking,  and  consider  be-  nrft  excited  doubts  in  the  royal 
forehand  the  probability  of  the  af-  bread.  In  the  mean  time  earl 
fent  or  oppoiition  of  the  fevenil  Temple  left  the  fovereign  a  conv 
branches  of  the  legiflature.  Here  plctc  convert  to  the  fyftem  and 
therefore  was  a  fudden  and  moft  views  of  oppoiition. 
extraordinary  change  in  the  fenti-  The  converfion  however  wat 
tnents  of  one  houfe  of  parliament,  fomewhat  of  the  latcft,  and  it  feem- 
wbich  could  only  derive  from  an  ed  difficult,  in  confiftency  with  the 
extraordinary  and  adequate  caufc.  honour  of  the  prince,  and  the  forma 
So  fudden  was  this  revolution,  that  of  the  conftitution,  to  give  it  its  full 
the  proxies  of  fcvcral  lords  were  and  dcfirable  effect.  The  medium 
withdrawn  from  the  minifrers,  in  that  fu^gefted  itfelf  to  the  king  and 
whofe  hands  they  had  been  placed,  his  adviicr,  was  that  of  the  lords, 
only  a  few,  hours  previous  to  the  many  of  whom  were  in  habits  of 
f  nal  decifion.  perfonal  intimacy  with  the  fove- 
The  fecret  and  filent  event  that  reign,  and  who  might  be  fuppofed 
occationed  this  grand  revolution,  ready  to  gratify  his  wifhes,  could 
we  arc  able  to  ftate.  Though  it  they  only  be  fatisfied  of  the  revo- 
was  fuch  as  not  to  adroit  of  legal  lution  that  had  taken  place  in  hia 
and  jud  ciary  evidence,  its  evidence  fcn.iments.  This  information  earl 
however  is  abundantly  fufficient,  if  Temple  undertook  to  communicate, 
examined  at  the  bar  of  hiftory.  What  perfonal  interviews  pafled 
On  the  nth  of  December,  earl  between  him  and  thefc  noblemen 
Temple  had  a  conference  with  his  Is  not  known.    But  a  circular  card, 
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fuppofcd  to  have  been  written  by 
lord  Temple  upon  this  occalion, 
was  produced  ry  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
houfe  of  common-.  lr  was  here 
flated,  that  ««  his  majefty  allowed 
carl  Temple  to  f«y<  that  whoever 
voted  for  the  India  bill  was  not 
onl  •  not  his  friend,  but  would  be 
considered  by  him  as  his  enemy. 
And  if  thefe  words  were  not  ftron;; 
enough,  earl  Temple  might  ufc 
whatever  words  he  might  deem 
ilron^er  or  more  to  the  purpofc." 

An  interference  of  io  extraordi- 
nary a  nature,  was  not  like'y  to 
pafs  without  anirradverfion  and 
cenftire.  In  a  political  con  ft  it  u- 
tion,  fo  complicated  and  intricate 
in  its  nature  as  the  Englifh,  it  iVcm- 
ed  to  be  of  the  utmoit  confecjucncC, 
that  one  branch  of  the  lcgiilaturc 
fliould  not  interfere  with,  or  endea- 
vour to  Influence^  We  deliberations 
of  the  other  two.  This  had  hech 
regarded  in  various  parts  of  our 
hiftory  by  the  friends  of  liberty 
with  the  ittmoft  j>ralottfy ;  and  of 
-all  the  imprudehcics  that  brought 
the  unfortunate  Charles  to  the 
block,  there  was  none  that  excited 
fo  ijreat  a  flame,  Or  bred  fo  much 
ill 'humour  aindng  his  fubjects,  as 
his  having  come  down  to  parlia- 
ment to  deliver  his  opinion  upon  p 
bill  depending  before  them.  The 
circumfrances  of  the  prefent  cafe 
■were  however  certainly  different; 
out  it  Was  Fucfi  as  to  rVrnifti  at  lcaft 
a  fpecious  pretence  for  the  decla- 
rations of  thofc  to  whom  liberty 
lhould  be  the  ftalking-horfc  of  am- 
bition, and  to  be  capable  of  excit- 
ing the  ferious  alarms  of  men,  the 
^noft  virtuous  in  thcit  difpofitions, 
and  the  mod  finccre  in  their  prin- 
ciples. 

,  But,  cxclufively  of  the  blow  that 
Teemed  in  this  cafe  to  have  been 
ftruck  at  all  that  in  which  English- 
men moft  prided  themfclves  j  the 


HAND 

immediate  confcqucnccs  it  prodttc* 
ed  were  of  a  very  comprehensive 
nature.  It  had  defeated  a  i  cm 
that  would  certainly  i  ave  changed 
the  face  of  the  whole  continent  of 
India,  and  which,  as  fomc  imagine 
ed,  would  have  totally  overturned 
the  Britllh  conftitution.  And  it 
difplac^d  a  ministry,  from  whofe 
principles  the  mocl  cxtentive  bene- 
fits o-  the  molt  tremendous  misfor- 
tunes had  been  predicted.  The 
friends  of  that  admmimation  were 
not  likelv  to  regard  the  event  with 
complacence,  iupiruncU  or  indif- 
ference. Irritate. v  by  ill  the  m(h 
tives  that  could  awaken  the  moft 
contemptible  avarice,  or  the  moft 
generous  ambition,  fuini:'i  cd  with 
a  fubjeft  oi  declamation,  as  plau* 
fibic,  as  comprchcnlivt,  and  as  in- 
tcrclting,  as  rhetoric  could  demand, 
or  poetry  invent,  it  was  not  to  be 
fuppofcd  that  they  wmuJ  flop  flv>rt 
of  almoft  any  lengths  that  fuch  ad« 
vjuitagcs  could  a  fiord  them. 

Thefe  confidcrn-ions  hoaever,  if 
taken  alone,  would  have  furnimed 
only  a  few  columns  for  a  nevvf- 
p.oer,  or,  at  the  moft  favourable 
clhmatc,  an  happy  opportunity  for 
"the  dilplay  of  an  eloquence  and 
ability,  that  might  recommend  its 
pofleftors  to  a  future  fliare  in  the 
government  of  their  country.  It 
could  have  produced  no  immediate 
effects.  It  could  not  have  furnilli- 
ed that  grand  fpcctaclc,  which  for 
many  weeks  feemcd  to  en/rofs  the 
jtttention  even  of  the  idle  and  i  cu- 
rious, and  which  involved  Englim- 
mco,  already  dillimruiihcd  for  their 
propeniity  to  political  fpcculatirns, 
ten  times  deeper  in  the  fca  of  po- 
litics than  ever.  The  advantage 
by  which  this  eminence  was  ob- 
tained, was  the  decided  majority 
which  administration  poflefled  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  which* 
in  a  confidcuble  degree,  followed 
2  them 
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them  into  private  life.  They  were  vioufly  feleffced  for  the  decifion  of 
made  up  ot  two  connexions,  each  the  tate  of  the  India  bill  in  the 
ot  whom  purified  from  their  grofler  houfe  ot  lords,  with  a  relolution 
panicles  by  the  changes  of  two  moved  by  Mr.  William  Baker,  and 
preceding  years,  was  marked  !  y  icconded  by  lord  vifcount  Mait- 
the  moll  perfect  conliucncy,  fide-  land,  importing  :  "  That  it  was 
lity  and  firmnefs.  now  neccilarv  to  declare  that  to  re- 
Thefe  propensities  were  improv-  port  any  opinion,  or  pretended  opi- 
ed  in  them  by  confide  rations  which  nion  of  the  king,  upon  any  bill 
opened  no  improbable  profpect  to  or  other  proceeding  depending  in 
their  ambition.  A  cornet!  between  cither  hou fc  ot  parliament,  with  a 
the  crown  and  the  houfe  of  com-  \ic\k  to  influence  the  votes  of  the 
mons  had  been  long  untried,  and  members,  was  a  high  crime  and 
if  carried  on  wirh  the  mod  deter-  mifdemcanour,  derogatory  to  the 
mined  relolution  by  both  parties,  honour  of  the  crown,  a  breach  of 
it  was  by  no  means  certain  which  the  fundamental  privileges  of  par- 
would  come  off  victorious,  Bv.t  liament,  anJ  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
fhort  of  this  they  had  much  to  ex-  ftitutionof  the  country."  This  mo- 
pcet,  from  the  fuperior  advantages  tion  was  followed  by  t*  o  refolutions. 
in  point  of  courage  and  perfever-  One,  by  the  fame  mover,  "  i  hat  the 
ance,  which  a  body  of  men  ufu-  houfe  would  on  the  2d  inftant,  re- 
ally poffefs  overan  individual;  from  folve  itfelf  into  a  Civrmiitee  of  the 
the  veneration  which  this  branch  whole  houfe,  to  consider  the  llatc  of 
of  the  legiflature  has  maintained  the  nation."  The  other  fuggefted  by 
in  the  hearts  of  Englifhmcn  ;  and  Mr.  "I  homas  Eiikine,  *•  '1  hat  it  was 
from  the  fenfc  of  honour  and  fhame  neccllary  to  the  moil  eflcntial  <n- 
in  the  minifter,  againfr  whom  they  torclts  ot"  th  kingdom,  ami  pecu- 
fhould  point  the  artillery  of  their  ttarly  incumbent  on  that  houfe,  to 
refolutions.  For  a  number  of  years  puriuc  with  unremitting  attention 
their  votes  had  decided  upon  the  t.  e  conlider  .tion  of  a  luitable  re- 
exigence  of  adminitt  rations.  It  mcdy  for  the  abufes  which  have 
fecmcd  by  various  men,  not  defi-  prevailed  in  the  government  of  our 
cient  in  judgment,  experience,  or  Eail-Indian  poflelfions  ;  and  that 
courage,  to  have  been  given  up  as  that  houfe  would  conlider  as  an 
impracticable,  for  a  minillcr  to  act  enemy  to  his  country,  any  pcrfon 
in  defiance  of  the  repiefcntatives  of  who  lhould  advile  the  king  to  prc- 
the  people.  From  them  there  lay  vent,  or  in  any  manner  interrupt, 
but  one  appeal,  to  the  body  by  the  difchar^c  of  this  important 
whom  they   had  been  otiginally  duty." 

elected.    And  the  popular  and  rci".  Thefe  refolutions  naturally  oc« 

peccable  names  of  liberty  and  pri-  cafioncd   very  animated  debates, 

vilege,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofc,  The  houfe  was  urged  by  Mr.  Wil- 

would  in  this  refort,  be  more  than  liam  fitt,  to  put  an  immediate  nc- 

a  balance  for  the  caufe  of  arillo-  gativc  upon  them,  as  it  was  ex- 

cracy  and  prerogative.  tremely  unuorthy  of  their  dignity, 

The  caufe,  thus  intcrefting  to  to  found  any  proceeding  upon  ru- 
cvery  fpeclator,  and  pregnant  with  •  mours  and  heariay,  which  no  man 

the  tnoft-momentous  conferences,  would  own,  and  which  no  man 

was  opened  on  the  17th  of  Decern-  could  Jtrace.    If  it  were  the  duty 

ber,  the  day  which  had  been  pre-  of  parliament  to  take  up  rumours, 

C  4  where- 
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wherever  they  were  to  be  found, 
the  houfc  would  never  be  in  want 
of  fufficient  employment.  That 
monller,  public  report,  was  daily 
fabricating  a  thoufand  abfurdities 
and  improbabilities,  and  it  was  the 
greatelt  farcafm  upon  every  thing 
ierious  and  refpectablc,  to  fuffer 
her  to  intrude  upon  the  national 
bufinefs,  and  for  the  houfc  to  fol- 
low her  through  all  her  fhapes  and 
extravagancies. 

But  it  was  aflted,  how  minifters 
were  to  ait  when  circumvented,  a» 
they  complained  of  having  been, 
by  fecret  influence,  and  when  the 
royal  opinion  was  inimic  tl  to  their 
meafures  ?  In  his  opinion,  their 
duty,  in  a  fituation  thus  diflionour- 
able  and  inefficient,  was  obvious 
and  indifpenfible.  The  moment 
they  could  not  anfwer  for  their 
own  meafures,  let  them  retire. 
The  fervants  of  the  crown  were 
worfe  than  ufelcfs,  whenever  they 
Were  without  refponfibility. 

To  thefe  remarks  it  was  added 
by  carl  Nugent,  that  the  refolu- 
tions  went,  in  his  opinion,  to  an 
litter  annihilation  of  all  fovereignty 
in  this  country.  What,  were  not 
the  peers,  by  their  rank  and  fitua- 
tion, the  hereditary  counfellors  of 
the  crown  ?  Would  that  houfc  dare 
to  derogate  from  the  high  and  dif- 
criminating  dignity  which  the  con- 
jftitution,  for  the  belt  and  wife  ft 
purpofes,  had  annexed  to  their 
lituatiou  infocicty  ?  Indeed,  fo  un- 
queftionable  was  the  right,  that 
not  only  every  peer,  but  every 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  every  fubject  in  the  kingdom, 
had  a  title,  under  certain  modifi- 
cations, to  addrefs  the  fovereign. 
But  the  tendency  of  thcfe  proceed- 
ings was  to  make  the  prince  a  kind 
of  prifoner  of  Hate,  and  to  fhut 
out  from  him  every  fpciies  of  in- 
formation that  was  unacceptable  to 


the  exifting  adminitl ration.  Their 
delign  was  to  over-awe  and  ftippref* 
the  good  old  Englifti  fpirit,  that 
would  not  be  lilent  in  the  moment 
of  danger.  But  would  parliament 
fet  itfelf  to  check  thefe  cxer tions, 
which  every  individual  was  called 
upon,  by  the  original  laws  of  rec- 
titude, to  put  forth  in  the  crilis  of 
public  calamity,  when  innovations, 
fubverlivc  of  every  birthright  we 
enjoy,  were  brought  forward  by 
the  ltrong  hand  of  authority  t  Did 
they  mean  to  keep  the  f,w  virtue*, 
which  yet  would  Hem  the  torrent 
of  national  ruin,  at  a  diltance  from 
the  cars,  which  only  couid  lillen 
to  their  voice  with  fuccefs  ?  "  I 
vow  to  God,**  continued  he,  u  we're 
any  relation  of  mine  to  be  found 
capable  of  advancing  fuch  bold 
truths  to  the  royal  father  of  his 
people,  and  were  he  to  be  dragged 
before  this  houfe,  and  to  receive 
condign  punifhmenr,  1  ftiould  think 
it,  in  common  with  all  his  friends, 
a  triumph,  which  would  ill ull rate 
his  name  to  the  lafelt  pofterity." 

By  fome,  who  notwithiland- 
ing  oppofed  the  rcfolutions  now 
offered  to  the  houfe,  it  was  acknow- 
lcged  that  the  conduct  alluded  to 
carried  with  it  an  appearance  fome- 
what  clandeliine  and  di (honourable. 
They  could  have  wilhed  that  a 
meaiurc  fo  hypocritical  and  mhd':- 
ous,  and  big  with  fo  tremendous 
conferences  as  the  India  bill  lately 
before  that  houfe,  could  have  been 
defeated  By  fome  more  manly  and 
fpirited  proceeding.  They  could 
have  wiflicd,  that  an  infamous  com- 
bination of  men,  that  in  defiance 
of  principle,  and  in  defiance  of 
fliamc,  had  fcized  upon  the  go- 
vernment of  their  countrv,  could 
have  been  driven  from  their  prc- 
fent  elevation,  limply  by  the  exer- 
tions and  indignation  of  a  free  and 
generous  people.    But  at  any  rate 
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ft  great  good  had  been  obtained. 
.And  perhaps  it  was  not  wife,  wirh 
too  accurate  a  difcrimination,  and 
roofevere  a  fcrutiny,  to  examine 
into  the  events  that  had  produced  it. 
They  rejoiced  in  the  happy  and  il- 
luiirious  confequences  that  might 
be  expected  to  follow,  and  it  at 
any  time  they  were  obliged  to  look 
back  to  the  caufe,  they  would  Hud 
in  it  only  a  confirmation  of  a  phi- 
lofophical  maxim,  and  would  con- 
tent themielves  to  deplore,  that 
great  and  important  jjood  was  fcl- 
dom  obtained  for  focicty,  without 
fome  alloy  of  human  weak ne Is  and 
abfurdity. 

The  motions  were  flrenuoufly 
fupported  by  lord  North  and  Mr. 
Erlkine.  But  the  principal  weight 
of  the  debate  on  this  fide  of  the 
houfe,  naturally  fell  upon  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  Fox.  The  rumour  he  faid, 
had  been  treated  with  a  levity,  which 
amounted  to  a  farcafm  and  lam- 
poon  on  the  dignity  of  the  houfe. 
Jt  had  been  put  upon  a  level  with 
anonymous  rumours  in  a  newf- 
paper;  but  he  could  tell  gentle- 
men, that  it  w  as  fomething  ftronger 
and  more  ferious.  Was  there  a 
man  in  that  houfe  who  had  not 
heard  it  ?  Was  there  a  man  that 
would  ftand  up  and  fay  that  it  had 
not  had  its  ettc/t  ?  How  often  had 
the  friends  of  the  nobleman  in 
queftion  been  called  upon  to  ne- 
gative the  proportion  before  the 
houfe,  by  vouching  for  his  inno- 
cence of  the  charge  ?  Would  any 
of  them  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  difavow  the  fact  in  that 
nobleman's  name  r  How  had  the 
quctHon,  thus  unfuccefstully  put 
to  the  friends  and  abettors  of  fe- 
cret  influence  in  this,  been  an- 
fwered,  by  the  noble  principal  in 
the  other  houfe  ?  Had  he  been 
ready,  and  eager  to  vindicate  his 
own  character,  and  refcue  that  of 
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his  fovcreign,  from  fo  foul  a  re* 
p roach  r  No;  but  he  replied  m 
that  mean,  infidious,  equivocal, 
temporiling  language,  which  tend- 
ed to  prcfervc  tiic  effect,  without 
boldly  and  manfully  abiding  by 
the  confequences  of  the  guilt 
Such  was  the  anfwer,  as  myfteriout 
and  ill-defigned  as  the  delinquency 
it  was  intended  to  conceal  ;  and 
the  man  only,  who  could  (loop  to 
the  bafenefs  of  the  one,  wa*  the 
moll  likely  in  the  world  to  f.reesi 
himfelf  behind  the  duplicity  of  the 
other. 

So  much  ha  J  been  faid  about 
the  captivity  of  the  throne,  while 
the  kin£  acted  only  in  concert  with 
his  mini  iters,  that  one  would  have 
imagined  that  the  fpirit  and  foul  of 
the  Brrtifli  conitituiion  were  yet 
unknown  in  that  houfe.  It  was 
here  wifely  cltablifhcd  as  a  maxim, 
that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong. 
But  how?  Not  by  fullering  tyran- 
ny and  oppreffion  to  pafs  with  im- 
punity, but  that  the  minirter  who 
advifed  or  executed  an  u  neon  ft  i- 
tutional  meafure,  did  it  at  his  pe- 
ril. What  was  the  diiiinction  be- 
tween an  abfolute  and  a  limited 
monarchy  t  That  the  fovereign  in 
the  one  was  a  defpot,  and  might 
do  as  he  plcafcd  ;  and  that  in  the 
other,  he  was  himfelf  fubjecled  to 
the  laws,  and  confequemly  not  at 
liberty  to  advife  with  anv  one  on 
public  aff.tirs,  not  rcfponlible  for 
that  advice. 

Had  this  alarming  and  uncondi- 
tional interference  happened  in 
matters  of  inferior  confequence, 
the  evil  would  not  Lave  appeared 
fo  great  and  alarming.  But  let 
the  houfe  conuder  the  nature  of  the 
bulinc:s  it  was  intended  to  fup- 
prefs.  No  bill  had  ever  been  more 
loudly  demanded  ly  the  exigence 
of  the  cafe,  or  mvcuigatcd  at 
greater  length,  and  with  more  abi- 
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lity,  than  that  he  had  had  the  ho- 
nour to  introduce.  He  dared  any 
one  to  mention  a  fingle  argument 
again  ll  it,  which  had  not  been  can- 
didly ami  fairly  tried,  not  by  the 
weight  of  a  majority,  but  by  the 
force  of  plain  and  explicit  rcafon- 
ing.  It  had  at  length  palled  under 
the  fanction  of  a  large  and  honour- 
able majority  of  the  inoll  independ- 
ent and  rcl'peclaMr  characters  in 
this  country.  Thus  circumftanced 
however,  it  would  in  all  probabi- 
lity be  loft  in  the  lords.  But  he 
intreatcd  the  houfe  to  confider  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  iikcly  to 
meet  fuch  a  fate.  Was  it  by  the 
Toicc  of  an  independent  majority  r 
Could  any  man  view  the  lord*  of 
the  bedchamber  in  that  relpectable 
light ;  and  the  whole  fortune  of 
the  meafyre  now  depended  on  their 
determination  (  He  was  far  from 
faying,  that  men  in  high  oihec  and 
elevated  rank,  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected to  polfcfs  high  and  elevated 
lentimcnts,  an  exquifite  fenfc  of 
perfonal  honour,  and  the  moir  per- 
fect probity  of  heart.  But  how  did 
this  defcription  agree  with  their 
mode  of  managing  their  proxies  ? 
Thefc  they  cordially  gave  in  before 
a  rumour  of  the  king's  difplcafure 
reached  their  cars  ;  the  moment 
this  intimation  was  made,  in  the 
fame  day,  within  a  few  hours,  mat- 
ters appeared  to  them  in  quite  a 
different  light,  and  the  opinion 
which  they  en- braced  in  the  morn- 
ing was  renounced  at  nooji.  Upon 
this  occauon,  he  could  not  help 
recollecting  a  faying  of  an  able 
flatefman,by  whom  a  fimtlar  treach- 
ery had  been  experienced,  which 
he  had  always  admired  for  its  bold- 
nefs  and  propriety,  «*  I  will  never 
again,"  laid  he,  "  be  at  the  head 
of  a  band  of  janiflariei,  who  fur- 
round  the  pcrfon  of  the  prince, 
and  arc  ready  to  ltranglc  the  minif- 
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ter  at  the  nod  of  a  moment."  Such 
then  being  the  true  merits  of  the 
cafe,  the  fate  of  this  bill,  without 
example  in  the  annals  of  that  houfe, 
would  i^e  h.mde.i  down  to  the  re- 
mote poileri  y,  not  as  a  trophy  of 
vHorv.  but  .<$  an  intlance  of  the 
grofn.- '\  p.  rfidv,  and  woul  i,  as  it 
well  defcrved,  be  branded  with  in- 
famy and  execration. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  told  adminift  ration 
with  his  vifual  coniidence  and  tri- 
umph, that  their  dun,  cireum- 
ftanced  as  they  were,  ^cuild  be  at- 
tended with  no  difficulty  :  the  mo- 
ment the  fovereign  withdrev\  hU 
confidence,  it  hecame  them  to  re- 
tire. "  When  the  hour  comes," 
faid  the  iecretary,  «'  and  it  may  not 
be  very  diftant,  that  mall  dii'mifs 
me  from  the  fervicc  of  the  public, 
the  honourable  g'/nth  man's  cxam- 
p'e  of  lingering  in  office,  after  the 
voice  of  the  nation  had  called  him 
to  quit  it,  flial:  net  be  mine.  I  did 
not  come  in  by  the  fiat  of  inajefty, 
though  by  that  fiat  1  am  not  un- 
willing to  go  out.  I  will  apprife 
gentlemen  however,  that  the  litua- 
tion  of  minilicrs  is  extremely  deli- 
cate. They  ftand  pledged  ro  the 
public,  and  a  very  honourable  ma- 
jority of  this  houfe,  n  t  to  relin- 
quiili  the  affairs  of  the  fhtte,  while 
they  arc  in  fo  much  anarchy  and 
diffraction.  And  what  miniftry 
could  wifh  for  a  ftrongcr  or  more 
delirable  foundation,  than  fuch  a 
majority  as  have  conftantly  voted 
with  us  ?  The  people  of  England 
have  made  me  what  I  am.  It  was 
at  their  inPancc  I  have  been  called 
to  a  ftation  in  their  fervice,  and 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  treating 
them  well,  hauily  to  abandon  the 
poft  to  which  they  have  raifed  me. 
I  ever  Itood,  and  wifh  only  to  ftand 
on  public  ground  :  I  have  too 
much  piidc  ever  to  owe  any  thing 
to  fecret  influence  :  I  will  not  even 
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be  the  mini  ft  er  of  a  great  and  free 
people  on  any  condition  derogatory 
ro  my  honour  as  a  gentleman. 

"  It  ij>  ; ni portable,"  continued  he, 
44  not  to  be  furprifed  at  the  extreme 
cagernefsof  the  honourable  gentle- 
man about  our  places,  when  twenty- 
four  hours  at  mo:*,  would  give  him 
full  fatUfa&ion.  Is  the  noiiOurable 
gentleman's  youth  the  only  account 
that  can  be  given  ot  the  »!  range  pre- 
cipitancy and  anxiety  which  he  be- 
trays upon  this  occafion?  If  how- 
ever a  uiangc  mull  take  place,  and 
a  new  mini  it  ry  is  to  be  formed  and 
fupportcd,  not  by  the  confidence 
of  this  houfe  or  the  public,  but 
the  fole  authority  of  the  crown,  I 
for  one  {hull  not  envy  the  honour- 
able gent leir.:in  his  fituation.  From 
that  moment  1  put  in  my  claim  to 
a  monopoly  of  whig  principles. 
The  glorious  caufc  of  fncdoni,  ol 
independence,  and  of  the  conrlitu- 
fion,  is  no  longer  his,  Lat  mine. 
In  this  I  have  lived,  in  this  I  will 
die.  It  has  bornv  me  up  under 
every  afperlion  to  which  my  cha- 
racter has  been  iubjecoi.  '  The 
refentmcnts  of  the  mean  and  the 
averfion  of  the  great,  the  rancour 
of  the  vindictive  and  the  fubtlety 
of  the  bafe,  the  dereliction  of 
fmnds  a  i  the  efforts  of  enemies, 
have  not  all  diverted  me  from  the 
line  of  conduct  which  1  had  origi- 
nally chofen. 

44  The  queftion  before  the  hou  fe 
involves  the  rights  of  parliament 
in  all  their  confequenccs  and  ex- 
tent. The  difeafe  is  come  to  a 
cutis,  and  this  is  the  juncture 
which  deflincs  the  patient  to  live 
or  die.  The  deliberations  of  this 
night  murt  decide,  whether  we  are 
to  be  freemen  or  llavcs ;  whether  the 
houle  of  commons  (hall  be  the 
palladium  of  liberty  or  the  organ 
pf  defpotifm ;  whether  we  are 
henceforth  to  poffefs  a  voice  of  our 
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own,  or  to  be  the  mechanical  echo 
ot  fecrct  mlluenee.  We  arc  robbed 
of  our  rights,  with  a  menace  of 
immediate  dcftruriion  be  fore  our 
face.  From  this  moment  farcwcl  to 
every  independent  meafure.  When- 
ever the  libetties  of  the  people, 
the  rights  of  private  property,  or 
the  ftill  more  facrcd  privileges  of 
perfonal  fafctv,  are  vindicated  by 
this  houfe,  the  hopes  of  the  public, 
anxious,  eager,  and  panting  for  the 
iflue,  are  to  be  whifpered  away,  and 
difperfed  to  every  wind  of  heaven, 
by  the  breath  of  iVcret  influence.  A 
parliament,  tiuis  fettered  and  con- 
trolled, inlleaJ  of  limiting,  extend* 
beyond  all  limit  and  precedent  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  has 
no  longer  any  ufe,  but  to  rcgi;*cr 
the  decrees  of  defpotifm,  and  the 
arbitrary  mand  ires  of  a  minuter." 
Ar  length  the  houfe  d  vided  upon 
the  qucftion,  ayes  153,  m  es  3o; 
majority  7  - 

it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the 
(ituation,  in  which  the  country  waa 
now  involved,  was  full  of  (pecu- 
lation and  uncertainty,  and  big 
with  the  moll  alarming  conle* 
quences.  On  the  one  hand,  for 
the  crown  boldly  to  enter  the  liiia 
with  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  a 
conduct  that  had  had  no  example 
in  the  annals  of  the  prefent  royal 
family  of  Great  Britain.  Indeed 
their  omnipotence  fecmed  at  length 
on  all  hands  to  have  been  fully  adt 
mitted  :  and  the  kings  of  England, 
fanned  with  the  ample  revenues  of 
their  civil  lilt ;  with  thccomplaifance 
and  attention  they  might  naturally 
expert  from  their  minirtcrs,  be  they 
who  they  would  ;  and  with  that  ex- 
tenfive  and  overpowering  influence, 
which  enabled  them,  in  all  common 
cafes,  to  call  into  power  what  party 
they  plcafed,  appeared  quietly  to 
have  aequiefced  in  this  limitation 
of  their  authority.   To  rcfume  a 
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claim,  that  feemed  already  to  have  In  rhis  fmiation,  the  king  did 

been  yu ided,  to  enter  into  open  not  attempt,  what  previoufly  to  the 

war  with  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  trial,  he  judged  ro  be  impracticable, 

bid  defiance  to  their  refolutions,  ro  He   determined   upon   an  entire 

rciufe  conformity  to  their  reprefen-  change  of  ad  mini  it  ration.  Pur- 

tations,  and,  moved  by  their  want  fuant  to  this  refolution,  at  twelve 

of  complai lance  and  icrviiity,  to  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  18th 

put  an  cud  to  their  exigence,  was  initant,  a  mcflagc  was  delivered  to 

certainly  a  conduct  by  no  means  the  fecretaries  or  liate,  intimating, 

eligible,  and  that  demanded  much  that  his  majetly  had  no  farther  oe- 

firmnefs  and  refolution.  cation  for  their  fcrvices  ;  and  dirci  t- 

Gn  the  o  her  hand,  the  fmiation  ing  that  the  feals  of  office  (hould  be 

of  the  prince  was  critical,  and  he  delivered  to  him  by  the  under  ie- 

had  pone  too  far  to  be  able  eafily  cretaries,  as  a  perfonal  interview 

to  recede.    He  had  fliown  much  would  be  difagiecablc.    Early  the 

difpleafure  againft  his  prefent  mi-  next  morning  letters  of  difmillion, 

niften,  and  that  rather  in  a  llyle  of  iigned  Temple,  were  fent  to  the 

indignation  and  hoftillty  than  of  other  members  of  the  cabinet,  im- 

conciliation.  To  receive  them  again  mediately  the  places  of  firlf  lord  of 

into  confidence,  if  we  confider  it  the  trealury  and  chancellor  of  the 

under  its  moll  favourable  afpect,  exchequer  were  conferred  on  Mr. 

was  to  facrificc  the  feelings  of  per*  William  Pitt,  lord  Temple  received 

fonal  dignity  and  perfonal  piqUc  to  the  feals  as  fecretary  of  liate,  and 

the  benefit  of  the  community.    It  earl  Gower  was  appointed  lord  pre- 

wastodofomethingmore,  it  was  to  fident  of  the  council.    In  confe- 

▼ield  up  a  point,  which  few  princes  quence  of  thefc  proceedings,  a  gc- 

had  ever  chearfully  yielded,  be-  neral  rcfignation  of  offices,  with- 

tween  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  out  almoll  a  fingle  exception,  took 

and  the  liberties  of  the  people.    It  place  to  a  degree  beyond  what  had 

were  certainly  better  never  to  have  ever  been  remembered  in  a  fimilar 

flirrcd  the  qucft'.on,  than  to  fit  down  event. 

under  the  difgrace  of  a  recantation.  If  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
Befidcs  thefe  difficulties,  which  the  endeavoured, previoully  to  theadop. 
cafe  rauft  always  have  involved,  tion  of  thefe  decifive  nvafurcsby 
there  was  one  peculiar  to  the  pre-  the  prince,  to  guard  againrt  the 
fent  ct  ilis.  The  minivers  were  event  of  a  diflblution,  their  apprc- 
committed  upon  their  Indian  fyf-  hen  lions  were  now  much  increafed. 
tern,  and  could  not,  without  a  An  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Dun- 
total  facrificc  of  perfonal  inde-  das  on  the  iyth  inliant,  to  induce 
pendence  and  the  reputation  of  the  houfe  to  adjourn  to  the  next 
principle,  change  the  bafts  of  day,  which  was  Saturday,  for  the 
that  fyllem.  In  the  mean  time,  purpofc  of  reading  the  land-tax 
the  fovercign  had  declared  himfelf  bill  a  third  time,  which  was  the 
in  the  molt  peremptory  language,  moll  important  bufinefs  then  dc- 
totally  adverfe  to  the  mc  afore  ;  pending  in  parliament.  This  cir- 
and  it  would  have  been  difficult,  cumltancc  however,  was  deemed 
not  to  fay  impolTible,  to  have  dif-  to  afford  fome  kind  of  protection 
covered  a  medium,  that  would  pre-  againrt  their  precipitate  annihila- 
ferve  unwounded  the  honour  of  tion,  and  the  adjournment  was  car- 
aoth.  ricd  for  Monday.    On  that  dav  the 
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h\\\  was  fuflfcrcd  to  pafs  the  houfe 
«jf  commons.  The  fame  day  carl 
Temple  rengned  the  feals  of  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate,  on  the  plea,  that  in 
his  private  capacity,  and  unpro- 
tected by  the  influence  of  olfice, 
he  might  be  ready  to  anfwer  for 
his  conduct,  the  moment  any  charge 
fliould  be  produced  againtt  him. 
Hi*  reiignation  was  expo  led  to  fome 
decree  of  ridicule,  as  the  accufa- 
tion,  exactly  as  it  then  flood,  had 
been  notorious,  and  even  proceed- 
ings held  upon  it  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  previoulVy  to  his  appoint- 
ment. On  Tuefday  the  arrange- 
ment of  a  cabinet  was  nearly  com- 
pleted, lord  Thurlow  being  ap- 
pointed chancellor,  the  duke  of 
Rutland  keeper  ot  the  privy-fcal, 
and  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen 
and  lord  Sidney  fecretaries  of  flate. 

On  Monday  the  2  2d  infant,  the 
houfe  being  in  a  committee  on  the 
fiate  of  the  nation,  Mr.  Erikine 
moved,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefeut- 
cd  to  the  fove reign,  44  flaring,  that 
alarming  reports  had  gone  tortrj  of 
an  intended  dilTolution  of  parlia- 
ment, and  humbly  reprcfenting  to 
the  king  the  inconveniencies  and 
dangers  that  appeared  to  that  houfe 
likely  to  follow  from  a  prorogation 
or  dilTolution,  in  the  prefent  con- 
juncture of  affairs  ;  fuggelting  that 
the  maintenance  of  public  credit, 
the  fupport  of  the  revenue,  the 
diforders  prevailing  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Eaii  Indies,  and  the 
flare  of  the  company's  finances, 
required  the  immediate  alii  trance 
of  parliament;  and  reprefeuting 
the  ill  confcqucnccs  of  referring 
thefe  lall  in  particular  to  a  new 
parliament,  unprepared  by  the  long 
and  intricate  enquiries,  which  for 
two  years  pail  had  engaged  the 
attention  of' the  prefent  houfe  of 
commons."  It  concluded  with  in- 
treating  the  fovcreign/,4  gracioully 
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to  hearken  to  the  advice  of  that 
houfe,  and  not  to  the  fee  ret  advice 
of  particular  perlbns,  who  might 
have  private  interefts  of  their  own, 
fcparate  from  the  true  interclls  ot* 
the  king  and  his  people." 

This  addrefs  <  ccalioned  fome  de- 
bates, but  was  finally  carried  with- 
out a  dirifion.  In  tl:x  courfe  of 
thefe  debates,  Mr.  Henry  Banket 
informed  the  houfc  (hat  hr  ;vus  uu- 
thorifed  by  the  firlt  lord  of  the 
trcafury,  to  allure  them  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  advifc  a  diflo- 
lution  or  prorogation  ot  parliament, 
and  that  if  a:.y  idea  of  that  nature 
fhould  be  adopted  b^  govc  nrnent, 
he  would  molt  certainly  relign  his 
prefent  lituation.  Mr.  hankes  went 
on  to  intrcat  the  houfc,  if  they 
were  not  f.itisfied  with  thefe  affur- 
ances,  to  furnilh  him  with  it  run  er 
language  in  which  to  exprefs  h  s 
meaning  ;  and  he  prefumed  to  hope 
that  now,  that  the  fuppnfcd  nccef- 
fity  of  addrclfing  the  king  was  re- 
moved, the  oppofition  would  of 
courfe  let  the  audrcf?  drop,  and  not 
prefs  it  upon  the  committee,  in 
thcfc  a  flu  ranees  and  thefe  fenti- 
mcnts  he  was  followed  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das.  Mr.  Fox  however  reprcfented 
what  had  been  thrown  out  as  not 
futfieient  to  induce  the  houfe  to  al- 
ter their  conduct.  I  t  had  much 
reliance  upon  the  honour  and  in- 
tegrity of  Mr.  I'itt,  but  it  mult  be 
remembered,  that  the  cabinet  at 
this  moment  confuted  only  of  two 
perfotvs ;  and  that,  when  it  was  com- 
pleted, it  was  very  poflible  that  the 
ilr\\  lord  of  the  treafury  might  be 
left  in  a  minority  upon  this  quef- 
tion  ;  nay,  the  qucuion  mi^ht  be 
carried  again  it  the  cabinet  iticlt,  by 
the  fecrct  advifeis  of  the  crown. 
In  that  cafe  it  would  be  a  poor 
compensation  to  that  houfc  and 
die  na.ion  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  rcli^n 
his  office  >. 
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On  the  24  th  of  December,  the 
iddrefs  was  prefentcd  to  the  king, 
who  returned  the  following  an- 
fwcr. 

*•  Gentlemen, 
ct  It  has  been  my  conftant  ob- 
ject to  employ  the  authority  in- 
truded to  mc  by  the  con  dilution 
to  its  true  and  only  end,  the  good 
of  my  people  ;  and  1  am  always 
happy  in  concurring  with  the  wiflics 
and  opinions  of  my  faithful  com- 
mons. I  agree  with  you  in  think- 
ing, that  the  fupport  of  the  pub- 
lic credit  and  revenue  mult  demand 
your  molt  earned  and  vigilant  care. 
The  ftate  of  the  Kaft  Indies  is  alfo 
an  object  of  as  much  delicacy  and 
importance  as  can  excrcife  the  wif- 
dom  and  jullice  of  parliament.  I 
trull  you  will  proceed  in  thefc  con- 
fiderations  with  all  convenient 
fpeed,  after  fuch  an  adjournment 
as  the  prefent  circumllances  may 
feem  to  require  ;  and  I  allure  you, 
that  I  fliall  not  interrupt  your 
meeting,  by  any  exercife  of  my 
prerogative,  either  of  prorogation 
or  diflblution." 

The  fame  day  two  rcfolutions 
were  moved  in  the  houfc  of  com- 
mons by  lord  vifcount  Bcauchamp 
and  the  earl  of  Surrey ;  the  one, 
to  prevent  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury  from  permitting  the  acceptance 
of  any  more  bills  from  India,  till  the 
company  flioul  J  prove  to  that  houfc 
that  they  had  lufticient  means  for 
their  payment,  after  having  dif- 
charged  their  current  demand?, 
am)  the  debt  due  to  the  public  : 
the  other,  to  addrefs  the  king  not 
to  grant  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancailer,  except 
fluring  ple.tfure,  before  the  ;orh  of 
January.  The  often'.ible  motive 
for  this  lad  resolution  was  the  re- 
formation that  had  been  intended 
ia  the  court  of  that  duchy.  It* 


H  AND 

real  defign  probably  was  to  pre* 
elude  the  new  adminiflration,  whofe 
continuance  in  office  fcemcd  to  be 
extremely  precarious,  in  return  for 
the  few  days  in  which  they  might 
direct  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try, from  gratifying  their  friends 
with  finccurcs  for  life.  The  refo- 
lutions  were  carried  without  a  di- 
vifion.  At  length  the  houfc  ad- 
journed itfelf  from  the  26th  of  De- 
cember to  the  1 2th  day  of  January 
1784.  Two  day3  previous  to  the 
adjournment,  the  king  came  down 
to  the  houfc  of  lords  in  order  to 
pafs  the  malt-tax  bill,  the  land-tar 
iiil,  and  fuch  other  bills  as  were 
Tcady  for  the  royal  aflcnt. 

The  recefs  of  parliament  could 
not  be  unacceptable  to  cither  of 
the  great  parties  into  which  the 
nation  was  divided.  The  majority 
of  the  houfc  of  commons,  whether 
they  regarded  the  cjueiHon  in  which 
they  had  jutt  committed  themfelves, 
as  referring  to  a  grand  constitu- 
tional object,  or  as  a  medium  of 
private  ambition,  could  not  in  all 
events  but  derive  considerable  ad- 
vantage from  this  circumftance. 
They  no  longer  either  could,  or 
would  appear  to  be,  animated  by 
private  animolities,  by  petulance, 
by  rage,  or  any  of  the  little  exa- 
cerbations that  might  be  expected 
to  be  produced  by  the  collihon  of 
factions.  Whatever  might  be  their 
motive,  it  could  not  on  that  ac- 
count be  of  the  lefs  importance 
for  ihcin  to  prefervc  the.  character 
of  gravity,  fobricty  and  wifdom. 
It  was  their  buhneis  to  join  mode- 
ration with  firmnefs,  and  not  to  be 
lefs  cool  than  they  were  unalter- 
able in  the  afiertion  of  their  privi- 
leges. And  if  they  had  been  furK- 
cicntly  fanguinc  when  they  firll 
broke  ground  in  this  important 
contcft,  their  hopes  were  certainly 
not  a  little  foftexed  when  they  look- 
ed 
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ed  to  the  character  of  the  prefent 
cabinet.  If  in  the  king,  and  uny 
of  rhc  counfellors  they  mi^ht  In  - 
pothctically  fuppofe  called  in  to 
liis  atTi francc,  they  had  built  upon 
the  probability  of  inflability  and 
irrefolution,  this  probability'feem- 
cd  to  be  increaicd  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  firft  miniltcr,  young  and 
inexperienced,  ot  whofe  modctly 
manv  had  talked,  and  whofe  fickle- 
nefs  they  conceived  to  bear  fome 
proportion  to  his  temerity.  It  had 
long  been  neceflary,  for  an  admi- 
niutation,  that  expected  to  guide 
the  helm  of  this  country,  to  em- 
brace a  confidcrable  extent  of  par- 
ty, connexion  and  influence.  But 
the  present  cabinet  was  made  up  of 
the  (hreds  and  remnants  of  parties, 
whofe  principals  were  fuppofed  to 
be  fhy  of  making  one  in  a  holiday 
paftime  and  an  ephemeron  adini- 
nillraticn. 

On  the  other  hand  the  leifurc  of 
the  prefent  fealbn  enabled  the 
miniiters  to  complete  their  ar- 
rangements, to  form  their  fyftem 
of  politics,  and  to  endeavour  to 
gain  partifans  to  the  caui'e  in 
which  they  were  en(;ai;cd.  At 
the  fame  time  that  they  were  thus 
active  in  proceedings  in  fame  Be- 
fore common  to  all  adminiftrarions, 
but  which  are  not  intended  to  fraud 
foremoil  upon  the  page  of  hiitory, 
they  were  not  careleft  ro  embrace 
thole  opportunities  which  were  cal- 
culated to  increafe  their  honour  and 
extend  their  reputation.  The  patent 
finecure  of  clerk  of  the  pells  in 
the  court  of  exchequer,  falling  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  rir  Edward 
Walpole,  it  was  bellowed  upon  co- 
lonel Barre  in  lieu  of  a  pennon  of 
nearly  the  fame  value,  payable  to 
that  gentlemen  whenever  he  mould 
be  poflelTed  of  no  office  under  go- 
tenimcnr.  This  conducl  acquired 
to  the  miaiilcr  the  warmert  eulo- 


giums :  eulogiums,  that  will  proba- 
bly be  thought  fomcwhat  extrava- 
gant, when  it  is  conlidcred,  that  for 
him  to  have  taken  the  place  for 
himfelf  or  any  of  his  intimate  con- 
nexions, all  the  circumtrances  of 
his  fituation  confidered,  would  have 
been  not  lefs  indecent,  than  utterly 
fubverlivc  of  all  credit  for  difinte- 
reliedncfs,  and  of  all  confidence. 
Meanwhile  young  and  unexperi- 
enced as  the  new  minifters  were  af- 
fected to  be  reprefented,  it  does  not 
therefore  appearthat  they  were  more 
awkward  or  mal-adroit  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  their  dcficns  than  any  of  their 
predtcellors  in  orrice.  If  they  did 
not  open  the  parliament  upon  its 
re-aflcmbling,  with  a  majority  on 
their  fide,  this  is  not  to  be  imputed 
to  their  impolicy  or  their  indolence. 
A  circumttance  fo  untoward  how- 
ever required  on  their  part  fome 
plan  of  conduct  and  fome  refolu- 
tion.  The  ground  was  cither  10 
be  fairly  and  explicitly  ceded,  or  a 
bold  and  inflexible  countenance  af- 
fumcd.  To  trifle  with  their  fixa- 
tions, was  to  fport  with  the  buhncfi 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  country, 
without  any  adequate  object  by 
which  to  juilify  the  procedure ;  was 
to  facrificc,  in  the  moft  ignomini- 
ous manner,  the  fovcrcign  whofe 
champions  they  had  declared  rhem- 
fclvcs ;  and  was  to  fix  a  blot  upon 
their  names,  which  would  be  as 
durable  as  the  conftitution  of  Bri- 
tain, or  the  records  of  hiitory. 

So  early  as  three  o*clock,  on  the 
day  appointed  for  the  re-aflembling 
of' parliament,  Mr.  Fox  rofe,  in 
order  to  gain  poflcfiion  of  the  houfe, 
and  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
that  the  minifters  might  not  be  at 
liberty  to  bring  forward  any  other 
bufinefs  previous  to  their  going  in- 
to the  committee  on  the  tiate  of  the 
nation.  He  was  of  courfe  inter- 
rupted  by  the  fervants  of  the 

crown, 
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crown,  who  had  gone  to  their  re-   \mconfiituttonally  ufed   to  affect 
election,  and  who  now  took  their   the  deliberatons  of  parliament  : 
feats  in  parliament.    Adminiflra-    and  that  the  appointments  made 
lion  endeavoured  to  meet  the  ma-   were  accompanied  by  circumilanees 
nceuvrcbya  ftratagem  on  their  part,    new  and  extraordinary,  and  fuch 
and  claimed  the  firft  hearing,  as   as  did   not  conciliate  or  engage 
they  had  a  mcflage  to  deliver  from    the  confidence  of  that  houfe.'*  In 
the  king.    This  meffage  related  to   fine,  Mr.  Fok  moved,  **  That  it 
a  fmall  party  of  Hetfian  troops,    be  ordered,  that  the  fecond  reading 
which,  on  account  of  the  incle-    of  the  mutiny  bill  be  deterred  to 
mency  of  the  fcafon,  had  been  ob-   the  23d  day  of  February." 
liged  to  take  up  temporary  quarters       In  the  debates  upon  this  day,  it 
in  this  kingdom.    The  argument   was  obferved  by  the  chancellor  of 
however  was  over-ruled,  and  the    the  exchequer,  that  he  was  by  no 
houfe  proceeded  at  the  ufual  pe-   means  anxious  to  prevent  the  houfe 
riod  in  the  channel  that  had  origi-   from  going  into  the  committee.  It 
nally  been  marked  out  for  them.       was  not  his  defire  to  prevent  gen- 
Oppofition  had  prepared  no  lefs   tlemen  from  faying  any  thing  that 
than  five  rcfolutions,  which  were   they  might  imagine  would  iupport 
this  day  fubmitted  to  the  fenfe  of  the  clamour  that  had  been  lb  in- 
the  houfe.    The  firft,  prohibited,    fidioufly  railed  in  the  country,  the 
under  the  fame  appellations  that    petulance  they  had  fhown  before 
had  been  employed  in  the  motion   the  recefs,  the  unjuftifiable  violence 
againft  fecrct  influence,  the  illuing    and  the  unprecedented  ftcps  they 
any  of  the  public  money  after  a    had  employed  for  the  purpo  c  of 
prorogation  or  diflblution  of  parlia-   exciting  jcaloufics  tor  which  there 
ment,  unlefs  the  act  (hall  have  pre-   was  no  real  foundation.    He  was 
vioufiy  palled,  appropriating  the    happy  to  fee  the  houfe  met  again, 
fupplies  to  the  fpecific  fervices.    that  now  the  minitfers  of  the  crown 
The  fecond,  ordered  accounts  to    might  be  able  to  face  the  iniinua- 
be  laid  before  the  houfe  of  the  mo-   tions  that  were  thrown  out,  and  to 
ncy  already  iflucd  for  thefe  pur-   meet  the  enquiries  that  might  be 
poles.    The  third,  prohibited  the    agitated  ;  and  he  allured  them,  that 
lifting  of  any  money  till  this  ac-    he  would  not  (Tirink  from  any  at- 
count  (hould  be  prefented,  and  for   tack,   quellion,   or  charge,  that 
three  days  afterwards.    Thefe  re-    might  be  made  againft  him. 
folutions  were  brought  forward  by       He  intrcatcd  them  however  to 
Mr.  Fox.    In  addition  to  them  it    confider  that  this  was  the  firft  day 
was  moved  by  the  earl  of  Surrey,    that  the  new  minifters  had  met 
firft,  "  That,'  in  the  prefent  fitua-    them  in  parliament.    They  had 
tion  of  his  majelty's  dominions,    been  conftitutcd  and  called  into  of- 
U  was  peculiarly   neceflary   that    fice  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  the 
there  ihoutd  be  an  administration,    India  bill.    They  had  not  oppofed 
which  had  the  confidence  of  that    the  laft  bill  by  cavilling  :  they  had 
houfe  and  the  public.*'   Secondly,    not  objected  to  it  from  envy  to  the 
**  That  the  late  changes  in  his    parents  ot  it.  They  had  oppofed  it 
majctfy's  councils  had  been   im-    bceauie  it  created  a  new  and  enor- 
racdiatcly  preceded  by  dangerous    mous  influence  by  vcfting  in  ccr- 
and  univarfal  reports,   that   the   tain  nominees  of  the  minifter  the 
facred  name  of  the  king  had  been   patronage  of  the  Eaft.    This  was 

the 
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the  point  upon  which  they  were  at  dence  of  the  houfe  of  commons  ? 

iflue.    Their  firlt  duty  was  to  lay  .They  had  not  taken  a  iiugle  itep  ; 

before  parliament  a  fyltem  for  the  they  had  not  entered   upon  any 

government  of  India.  This  he  was  meafure.   What  then  would  be  the 

prepared  immediately  to  perform,  tendency  of  this  vote,  but  to  pro- 

if  the  houfe  would  agree  with  him  fcribc  one  let  of  miniuers,  and  to 

in  poOponing  the  order  of  the  day-  thru]!  another  fa  into  the  clofct  of 

And  he  hoped,  whenever  the  tub-  the  fovereign  ?   It  would  be  more 

jeci  was  brought  forward,  that  gen-  manly  to  infert  the  names  of  the 

tlemen  would  lay  alide  pique,  party  miniuers  whofe  appointment  they 

and  prejudice,  and  meet  him  fairly  demanded,  in  the  refolulion,  and 

andlimply  upon  the  meritsof  his  bill,  to  favc  to  the  prince  the  mifcrabie 

But  he  lhould  be-aflted,  why  he  and  ridiculous  farce  of  appointing 

had  accepted  of  office,  and  how  he  men  in  the  cho'cc  of  whom  he  had 

could  prefume  to  expect  attention  no  flu  re.    But  it  was  the  prcraga- 

to  his  fyftem,  when  a  majority  of  tive  of  the  king,  the  molt  f.uei  and 

that  houfe  feemed  to  have  declared  honourable  privilege  annexed  to 

war  againtt  him.    To  this  he  would  the  crown,  and.  which  he  would 

reply,  that  he  had  proceeded  upon  upon  all  occalions  vindicate  and 

one  plain,  tingle,  intelligible  prin-  atTerr,  to  elect  its  own  mii.iircrs. 

ciple,  and  his  condudt  would  be  }>ai  Lament  indeed  had  a  right  io 

under  flood  and  applauded  by  the  demand  their  diimillion,  if  upon 

nation  and  the  world.     He  had  trial  they  were  found  incompetent 

come  in  to  fave  the  country  from  and  improper  j  but  to  do  this  in 

the  India  bill,  which  threatened  the  tirlt  initancc,  was  to  en^rofs 

deirru&ion  to  its  liberties,    Jn  this  to  thcmfclves  the  executive  branch 

critical  fituation,  when  it  was  en-  of  the  conitit ;:uon,  and  to  reduce 

deavoured  to  force  that  defpotic  the  diadem  oi  thefe  kingdoms  to  a 

fyilem  upon  the  king  and  the  peo-  fplendid  and  unmeaning  pageant, 

pie,  the  fovcreign  had  done  him  The -arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt  were 

the  honour  to  call  for  his  fervices.  anfwered  ».onlidr.i  ably  in  detail  by 

It  was  impoflible  therefore,  that  by  Mr.  fox  and  Mr.  Thomas  Erikine. 

receding  he  could  lay  the  prince  It  was  aliened  by  the  laiter,  that 

and  the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  the  whole  pppoiirion  on  the  lcore 

authors  oi'  that  bill.    It  had  been  of  India  was  a  pretext,  and  that  it 

fuggertcd,  that  it  was  difhonourable  had  been  equally  violeut  on*  the 

to  hold  an  office  in  government  in  ground  of  the  late  coalition,  be- 

defiance  of  a  majority  of  the  houfe  fore  the  fyftem  for  the  government 

of  commons.    To  this  he  would  of  India  had  been  introduced  into 

fay,  that  his  honour  was  in  his  own  parliament.    He  faid,  that  he  did 

keeping,  and  he  would  not  allow  not  conceive  it  to  be  very  decent  in 

that  any  other  man  could  prefcribe  the  minilier  to  tell  that  houfe,  that 

to  him  the  line  in  which  it  was  to  he  had  come  into  office  to  fave  the 

be  preferred.  country  from  the  milehiefs  of  the 

But  they  were  called  upon  to  India  bill.    The  India  bill  wa» 

vote,  that  adminill radon  had  not  not  the  bill  of  an  individual,  but 

the  confidence  of  that  houfe.  Upon  the  bill  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

what  action  of  the  minillcrs  was  carried  through  it  by  a  molt  refpec- 

this  vote  to  be  founded  t   What  table  and  honourable  majority  of 

had  they  done  to.  forfeit  the  coafi-  almoft  two  to  one.    He  was  ado- 

17254.  D  nilhei 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


<Jb  BRITISH  AHT5 

aimed  that  when  the  arffhirs  of  In-  one  day  experience  the  fate  of  hU 

*dia  were  the  firft  objects  of  govern-  rather,  and  would  have  rcafon  to 

roent,  Mr.  Pitt  could  venture  tb  rue  his  having  everabetted  that  fc- 

take  upon  him  the  conduct  of  go-  cret  influence*  which,  if  he  fhould 

vern  ent  in  a  houfe  of  commons,  «lt  any  time  become  rcfpectuble, 

'idverfc  to  all  his  principles  upon  formidable  and  independent,  would 

the  fubjeft,  and  the  majority  of  molt  aflb  redly  undermine  his  power, 

which  he  hid  loaded  with  the  molt  and  efteft  his  ruin.    Mr.  Fox  had 

opprobrious  epithet*.    He  was  af-  much  veneration  for  the  character 

tonilhcd,  that  he  could  cxpccT:  to  of  the  younij  man  who  now  held 

continue  one  day  the  minifter  of  the  reins  of  government ;  he  ad- 

this  country,  in  'that  fituation.  mired  his  virtues,  and  refpedted  hit 

Mr.  krflc:ne  drew  a  contrail  be-  abilities.    But  what  was  the  ian- 

'  tween  Mrr  i'itt  and  the  late  earl  of  :guage  his  appointment  exhibited 

Chatham.    He  fa  d,  that  the  earl  to  every  member  of  ihat  houfe  r* 

of  Chatham  had  uniformly  thrown  Was  it  not  faying  to  nim  :  "  Spend 

himfelf  for  his  political  exigence  not  your  time  in -politics  ;  ccafe  to 

upon  the  fupport  of  the  houfe  of  fludy  trieconftitution  ofyourcoun- 

commons.    He  had  come  into  of-  try ;  aim  not  at  dillinaion  and 

flee  in  defiance  of  the  efforts  of  ca-  eminence  in  thefenate;  fludv  ra- 

bal  and  intrigue.    It  was  by  the  ther  the  arts  of  ductility  and  lecrot 

fecret  advifers  of  tbe  crown  that  intrigue;  thefe  are  much  better 

his  meafures  had  been  defeated,  calculated  to  give  you  difrinction 

that  his  reputation  had  in  fome  in  the  (late;  thefe  will  fender  you 

meafure  been  darkened,  and  that  the  objecl  of  royal  regard."  Mr. 

he  had' accepted  of  a  peerage  for  Pitt  himfelf,  if  he  would  conciliate 

which  his  bed  friends  never  hear-  the  favour  of  a  monarch  who  acled 

tily  forgave  him.    It  had  been  the  upon  thefe  principles,  mull  facri- 

fubjec}  of  his  moft  fcrious  lamenta-  fice  every  ingenuous  quality  in  hts 

tion,  that  he  had  found  44  a  power  nature.    He  mull  fubltitute  cun- 

bchind  the  throne  greater  than  the  ning  inftead  of  wifidom,  complai- 

throne  itfelf."   In  imitation  of  the  fance  inftead  of  honefty,  and  meau- 

glorious  example  that  was  fet  him,  nefs  inftead  of  fortitude  and  raag- 

the  fon,  in  his  firft  appearances  in  nanrmity. 

that  houfe,  had  fupported  the  ge-  But  it  was  improper  for  the  houfe 

nurne  cau fe  of  liberty.    Every  eye  to  enter  into  a  vote  of  cenfure 

had  been  turned  upon  him  with  againft  miniftefs,  fince  the  appoint- 

heart-frit  pleafure,  and  he  had  been  ment  of  miniOers  was  the  preroga- 

the  object  of  joy  and  idolatry  to  tive  of  the  crown.    Jt  certainty 

the  nation.  was,  and  let  no  man  expect  from 

,    ,              .    ,  „  the  majority  of  that  houfe  a  diftc- 

ear>  the  privilege  ot  the  houle  to  at- 

Blatting  this  public  virtue.  Ha*  he  eyt« !  mand  from  the  crown  the  removal 

Could  he  thb  bright  aflembly  leave  to  of  minifters,  was  nOt  fefs  clear  and 

x  i>  P.kafc'  *  >  u    u,  unequivocal.  This  indeed  was  ad- 

To  batten  on  that  bench !  •   *  j     t».                *      „i  • 

mitted.    But  it  was  laid  that  the 

The  parallel  ftarted  by  Mr.  Er-  commons  had  not  a  right  in  the 

•tine,  was  purfued  by  Mr.  Fox,  firft  inflance  to  reject  the  appoint. 

nbo  predicted,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  ment  of  minifter*,  and  that  thef 

wcro 
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were  bound  to  give  fuch  men  as 
the  fovercign  fliould  think  fit  to 
chufe  a  probation,  can  J  id  and  im- 
partial.   Would  any  man  however 
lay,  that  the  crown  might  not  tr,.lt 
the  great  offices  of  U.ue  to  hands 
fo  perfectly  unequal,  that  it  might 
be  proper  for  the  houfe  ot  commons 
to  meet  the  miichiet  before  it  had 
run  its  full  career,  and  to  adviie 
.  the  fovcreign  to  difmifs  adminiltru- 
tion  before  any  grofs  act  of  mif- 
conduct  had  been  committed  ?  tint 
leaving  this  fuppolition  out  of  the 
que  It  Ion,  might  there  not  be  cii- 
cumuances  in  'the  appointment  it- 
fclf,  big  with  as  much  milchiet,  a:t- 
tng  as  inimically  10  the  tirlt  prin- 
ciple* of  the  constitution,  as  any 
that  could  poffibly  be  incident  to 
their  fubfequent  conduct  ?  And 
was  it  in  any   degree  improper, 
could  it  be  imputable  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  that  they  overftepped 
their  peculiar    province,   or  in- 
trenched upon  any  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  legillaturc,  if  in 
fuch  a  cafe  they  fct  themfclvej  ftrc- 
nuoufly  to  oppofe  the  impending 
danger,  and  nobly  defended  the 
public  weal  from  being  undermined 
to  its  b  ifis  ? 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  wifh  to  give  any 
delay  to  the  India  bulinefs.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  houfe  to  go  into 
the  difcuifioivof  it  without  Iofa  of 
time,  and  as  foon  as  it  was  porfibie 
to  go  to  it  with  the  probability  of 
fuccefs.  To  do  that,  they  mud  go 
to  it  unembarrafled  and  with  free- 
dom ;  and  this  he  averred  they 
could  not  do  while  the  danger  of 
dhTolution  hung  over  their  heads. 
'1  tut  they  were  under  this  danger 
was  clear  and  unqueftionafcle.  It 
was  meanly  and  equivocally 
couched  in  the  anfwer  to  the  ad- 
drefs  of  that  houfe.  it  was  in  the 
rumours  of  the  day.  It  was  the 
fpirit  of  every  part  of  the  condu& 


of  minifies.  This  Was  the  lan- 
guage of  their  proceedings  :  **  If  you 
dare  to  affert  an  opinion  of  your 
own,  nay,  if  you  do  not  without 
real'on  or  argument  change  your 
fentiments,  you  fliall  be  diiTolvcd. 
But  it  you  do  change  your  opinion, 
if  you  lupport  the  miniftcrs  of  the 
day,  you  mail  live  ;  long  li  c  and 
prolptrrity  to  the  prefent  parlia- 
ment!" It  had  been  d.mbted,  and 
that  bv  a  lawyer  n  >  left  great  and 
venerable  than  lord  Som.rs,  whe- 
ther it  were  in  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown  to  diilblvc  the  parliament 
during  the  prog  re  fs  of  a  lelTion.  Mr. 
Fox  was  not  lawyer  enough  to  go 
to  that  length  with  lord  Somen ; 
but  it  it  were  a  prerogative,  it  waa 
at  leail  like  the  un  oubtcd  privilege 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  to  refu'e 
fupplies  to  the  crown,  a  privilege 
that  could  never  be  put  in  practice 
without  extreme  confufion,  and 
which  was  not  to  be  called  forth 
but  in  the  lilt  refort. 

Mr.  Dundas,  who  had  juft  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  fpokc  in  reply  to  the  aui- 
madverlions  of  opposition.  Mr. 
Dundas  faid  it  was  extremely  eafy 
for  Mr.  Fox,  with  a  majority  at  hu 
back,  to  draw  down  the  indignation 
of  the  houfe  on  the  head  of  any  in- 
dividual member  under  the  pretence 
of  his  infult'mg  the  houfe.  But 
they  had  little  rcafon  to  fear  the 
conlcquenccs,  while  they  could 
plead  the  example  of  that  gentle- 
man  himfelf.  Had  the  houfe  for- 
gotten what  for  twelve  years  toge- 
ther had  been  the  language  of  Mr, 
Fox  ?  Had  they  forgotten  the  Ame- 
rican war,  an  1  the  great  variety  of 
topics  that  had  been  di  feu  fled  in  the 
courfe  of  it,  during  which  on  nu> 
occalion  had  he  fpared  thofe,  whom 
he  found  it  convenient  to  attack 
in  the  mod  bitter,  opprobrious  and 
unqualified  language,  merely  be- 
D  a  caufe 
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caufe  tl.ey  were  fupportcd  by  a  ma- 
jority of  that  houic? 

Mr.  Dundas  intrcatcd  the  com- 
mons to  go  with  him  in  reflecting 
lor  a  moment,  how  the  fovcicign 
"muft  feel,  and  what  fort  of  lan- 
guage he  muft  hold  to  himfclf, 
,when  he  heard  of  thefc  rcfolutions. 
*'  You  fend  me  back  the  miniftcrs 
^l.hav'ejuft  chofen  :  have  I  not  then 
a  ri^ht  to  chufe  my  miniftcrs  ?  Cer- 
tainly  yes,  you  fay.  But  What 
crime  have  they  committed  >  what 
is  it  they  have  fo  loon  perpetrated  ? 
Not  one  aft  of  their  admini  it  ration 
is  yet  p -1  fled.  Are  they  therefore 
men  fo  weak  and  infuffieient  that 
you  will  not  bear  with  them  even 
for  a  moment  ?  Is  the  minifter  who 
devotes  himfclf  to  the  houfe  of 
commons  particularly  fo  unpopular 
and  incapable  ?  I  had  (inglcd  him 
out  as  a  man  of  talents  the  moll  af- 
tonifliing,  of  integrity  the  molt  in- 
corrupt, of  reputation  the  moil  ex- 
alted. I  had  fondly  imagined  him 
the  favourite  of  my  people.  I  had 
been  taught  to  fancy  that  in  cclr- 
brating  hi6  name  the  whole  nation 
joined  in  one  anthem  of  praifc." 

Mr.  Dundas  treated  the  charge 
of  fecret  influence  as  ridiculous, 
and  capable  only  of  deceiving  the 
mcaneft  of  the  vulgar.  No  men 
had  ever  flood  clearer  of  fecret  in- 
fluence than  the  prcfent  admini flra- 
rion.  What  was  the  utmoft^that 
common  report  itfelf,  the  patron 
and  fabricator  of  lies,  had  ever 
faid  ?  That  lord  Temple  had  indif* 
erectly,  wantonly,  and  it  might 
perhaps  be  faid  unconflit^tionally, 
publifhed  the  private  opinion  of  the 
fovereign  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  In- 
dia bill,  and  that  in  confcqucncc 
of  this  flcp,  and  through  the  tcr- 
giverfation  of  rhe  lords  of  the  beo> 
chamber,  the  bill  had  been  thrown 
put  in  the  other  houfc.  But  was 
Jord  Temple  a  minifter  ?  Did  lords 
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of  the  bed-chamber  compofe  th« 
cabinet  of  the  prince  ?  Who  there- 
fore  were  the  men  that  the  rcfolu- 
tion  moaned  to  (lander  ?  Mr.  Dun- 
das called  upon  lord  Surrey  to 
amend  his  motion,  and  to  charge 
in  it  by  name  every  minifter  of  the 
king  on  whofc  character  he  meant 
the  fligma  to  light.  He  defied  any 
man  even  to  infinuatc,  that  one 
member  of  adminiftration  had  ever 
had  the  lcaft  fliare  in  that  fecret  in- 
fluence, in  a  rctrofpeS  of  which 
they  were  to  be  turned  out  of  office. 
They  were  not  even  aceuled  ;  they 
had  a  right  to  be  accufed,  and  they 
would  deny  every  tittle  of  the  im- 
putation. 

The  contrary  aflertion  however 
was  ftrcnuoufly  maintained  by  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe.   They  en- 
tered into  a  hiftory  of  the  prefent 
adminiftration,  and  alked,  What  it 
was  that  muft  be  rcga.dcd  as  the 
molt  probable  inducement  of  any 
peer  to  tarnifh  his  honour,  and  be- 
come the  meirage-carricr  of  the 
crown,  but  the  profpeft  of  undue 
and  pc; Tonal  advantage  ?  No  other 
caufe  but  that  of  fecret  influence 
was  capable  of  being  produced  as  the 
ground  of  the  overthrow  of  an  ad- 
miniltration of  hicrh  integrity,  of 
great  ability,  and  fully  enjoying  the 
confidence  of  the  people  and  their 
reprefentatives.  The  nobleman  who 
had  been  the  vehicle  of  that  influ- 
ence was  intimately  connected  with 
the  politics  of  the  individuals  com- 
poling  the  prefent  adminiftration. 
He  had  himfelf  been  their  fore- 
runner in  office,  and  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  jutl  as  much 
analogy  to  fecret  influence,  as  the 
creature  had  to  its  creator. 

Mr.  Fox  regarded  the  fit  nation 
of  the  minifter  as  a  confpicuoua 
proof  of  the  ground  upon  which  he 
flood.  What  was  the  reafon  that 
kiduced  lord  North  to  refign  hu 
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£tuation  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
sury, but  that  he  refuted,  in  con- 
formity to  the  withes  of  the  fee  ret 
advifers  of  the  crown,  to  continue 
in  office  after  the  houfe  of  commons 
had  withdrawn  from  him  their  fup- 
port  ?  This  was  the  caufe  that  hud 
of  late  rendered  that  nobleman  fo 
obnoxious  in  the  clofet.  But  what 
be  nobly  and  like  a  lover  of  the 


majority  54.  The  houfe  did  not 
break  up  till  near  feven  in  the 


morr.-nir. 


On  the  1 6th  of  January  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  lord  Charles 
Spencer,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Baker,  grounded  on  the  refolutiont 
lately  ottered  to  the  houfe  by  the 
earl  of  Surrey,  and  averting,  "That 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  mi- 


Britim  coniHtution  had  refufed  to  nitlcrs  in  trufts  of  the  highelt  im- 
do,  the  prefent  adminitiration  had  yportance  and  refpon  Ability,  was 
been  called  in  to  perform.  They  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
were  to  exhibit  to  the  public  the  confitution,  and  injurious  to  the 
novel,  example  of  the  fervants  of  intereils  of  the  king  and  his  pco- 


the  crown  continuing  in  otlicc  with- 
out the  confidence  of  that  houfe. 


pie.'  Upon  this  qucilion  the  houfe 
divided,  ayes  205,  noes  184,  ma- 


They  came  in  therefore  under  the  jurity  ai. 

aufpices  of  fecret  influence,    and  During  the  d Teuton  of  theft 

the  avowed  champions  of  preroga-  fubjetfs,  the  oppofite  panics  were 

tive.    Mr.  Fox  had  himielf  been  actuated  by  a  much  higher  degree 

much  in  the  habit  of  differing  from  of  carncflnefs  and  animolitv  than 

a  ma  jority,  but  it  was  upon  points  ufually  takes  place  in  parliamentary 

in  which  he  had  no  concern  as  the  debates.    In  confequence  of  this 

fervant  of  the  public.    This  was  a  temper  various  little  anecdotes  were 

proceeding  of  which  there  were  dragged  into  public  view,  which 

daily  examples,  and  which  had  nc-  at  any  other  time  the  general  fpirit 


ver  been  conlidered  as  a  ground  (  f 
accufation  againit  any  man.  If  he 
had  at  any  time  found  the  fenfc  of 
the  houfe  again  it  him  as  a  miniiicr, 
he   fliou  Id   immediately  have  re- 


nt" prudence  and  ggod  humour 
would  have  fupprefled.  Mr.  Philip 
Yoike,  nephew  and  heir  to  the 
carl  of  Hardwicke,  brought  for- 
ward, with  much  folcmnity  and 


figned,  and  ha*c  faid  to  parliarocnv,  emphafis,  a  charge  againft  the  cx- 

You  mud  find  fome  other  inflru-  minillers,  of  having  during  their 

ment  to  do  your  bufincfs,  I  will  continuance  in  otRce  fent  down  to 

never  be  the  agent  in  a  caufe  I  do  Scotland  the  fum  of  cool,  to  defray 

not  approve.  the  travelling  cxpcnccs  of  fuch 

The  third  motion  propofed  by  members  of  parliament  in  that  eoun- 


Mr.  Fox  was  withdrawn,  for  a 
time  at  leaft,  on  account  of  fome 
public  inconveniences  that  were  re- 
p  re  fen  ted  as  fpringing  from  it.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  day  there  were 
two  divilions,  one,  upon  the  mo- 
tion for  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
other  upon  the  concluding  refoju, 


try  as  were  in  the  interert  of  go- 
vernment ;  and  of  having  more  re- 
cently offered  to  a  gentleman  in 
that  houfe  a  place  of  5  cel.  a  year 
on  the  event  of  their  reftoration  to 
office,  under  the  exprefs  ftipulation 
that  he  (hould  in  the  mean  time 
lend  them  his  voice  and  fupport  in 


tion  propofed  by  lord  Surrey.    In  parliament.   The  accufations  haw- 

the  former  the  numbers  were  ayes  ever  were  completely  wiped  away 

t^2y    noes  193,    majority  39  :  in  by  the  Portland  adminiilra'ion  in 

tJjc  fecoud,   ayes  jo6,  cqcs  142,  thc  opinion  of  all  (ides  of  the  houfe; 
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and  the  manly  and  intrepid  manner 
in  which  they  met  the  charge, 
gained  fome  addition  . 1  credit  to 
their  chararter.    On  their  fide,  ge- 
neral Rofs  related  in  a  circumilan- 
tial-  manner  an  interview  that  had 
pafled  between  him  and  the  earl  of 
Galloway,  lately  appointed  a  lord 
of  the  bed-chamber,  in  which  he 
represented  the  earl  as  having  af- 
(urcd  him,  that  whoever  voted  in 
fupport  of  the  late  minirters  would 
be  confidcrcd  by  the  king  as  his 
perfonal  enemy.  At  the  fame  time 
fome  Oriel  urcs  were  made,  and  par- 
ticularly by  lir  Richard  Hill,  upon 
the  condudt  of  the  prince  of  Wales, 
who  about  this  time  frequently  ap- 
peared in  the  gallery  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  who  had  voted  with 
the  Portland  adminiftration  in  the 
lords  upon  one  of  the  queitions  re* 
Jative  to  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill. 

On  the  14th  of  January  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  brought 
forward  his  projected  motion,  Tor 
leave  to  biinv  in  a  biil  for  the  bet- 
ter government  of  India.    He  rofe 
in  performance  of  his  cngag  ment 
to  the  public  and  the  houfe,  and  to 
difchargc  a  duty  rj>at  was  indifpen- 
fable  to  him  in  the  fitoation  which 
he  held.    He  was  not  deterred  by 
the  circumHances  of  the  times,  or 
.  the  peculiar  lit uat'en  in  which  he 
flood  with  that  alJembly  ;  becaufc 
he  knew  the  fubjtct  of  India  to  be 
tl\£  moft  immediate  concern  of  the 
country,  and  that  which  before  all 
things  claimed  the  confederation  of 
parliament.     He  was  aware  that 
any  propofition  that  came  from  him 
was  not  lik-  ly  to  be  treated  with 
[  lenity,  and  indeed  from  what  he 
had  heard,  he  mull  be  permitted  to 
apprehend,  that  from  fome  perfons. 
it  would  obtain  neither  impartiality 
uor  juftice.     He  anticipated  the 
triumph  which  he  (hould  afford  to 
*  certain  defcripf  ton  of  men,  when 
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he  informed  the  houfe  that  the  plitf 
he  had  to  propofe  had  been  ex- 
hibited to  the  public  in  the  rcfolu- 
tions  of  the  proprietors  of  India 
ilock,  and  that  his  idea-  had  re- 
ceived the  concurrence  of  the  com- 
pany,   he  was  not  much  affefted 
with  the  clamour,  that  his  was  to 
be  a  half  meafure  and  a  palliative, 
if  in  this  defcription  was  to  be  in- 
cluded every  thin/  that  did  not 
proceed  to  the  confifcation  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  disfranchifemcnt  of 
a  numerous  and  refpectable  body  of 
men.    He  confetTcd  himfeif  to  be 
fo  miferably  weak  and  irrefolute, 
as  not  to  venture  to  introduce  a 
bill  into  that  houfe  on  the  founda- 
tions of  violence  and  intrench  menr. 
He  wifhed  to  be  tried  by  a  compa- 
nion with  the  bill  of  Mr.  Fox,  and 
he  trufted  to  the  candour  and  fair- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  that  if  they  found 
the  provifions  of  his  bill  as  effec- 
tual with  lefs  violence,  affbrding  as 
vigorous  a  controul  with  lefs  pof- 
libility  of  influence,  fecuring  the 
dominion  of  the  Kaft  without  con. 
fifcating  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany, and  beneficially  changing 
the  nature  of  their  government 
without  infringing  on  the  chartered 
rights  of  men,  that  they  would  give 
him  a  manly  and  liberal  fuppnrt 
without  enquiring  what  party  of 
men  or  what  fide  of  the  houfe  was 
to  be  benefited  by  iiis  fuccefs.  He 
truilcd  they  would  not  love  his  plan 
the  lefs  for  being  deilitute  of  the 
rapidity,   the  grafping  principle* 
the  enoimous  influence,  the  inor- 
dinate ambition  and  the  unconfci- 
tutional  tendencies  of  the  bill  that 
had  been  rejected.  He  trufted  they 
wduld  find  he  had  not  objected  to 
>  that  bill  from  motives  of  perfona^ 
lity  and    caprice,  and  was  now 
to  feduce  them  into  the  approba- 
tion of  a  meafure,  more  fpecioiiitv 
coloured,  but  in  truth  ftolen  froxij 

that 
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that  to  which  he  had  denied  his 
aflcnt. 

The  general  obje&s  to  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  formation  of  a  fyf- 
tem  for  India  were  the  civil  and 
military  government,  the  revenues, 
and  the  commerce.  The  quel; ion 
refpeding  the  perfons  in  whom  the 
property  of  their  territories  veiled, 
had  never  been  6nally  fettled.  '1  here 
were  claims  to  be  afcertained,  and 
interefts  to  be  divided.  The  claims 
of  prefcription  and  general  juftice 
were  to  be  attended  to  ;  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  natives  was  to  be 
ftudied ;  and  la.fl  of  all,  they  were 
to  confider  what  were  likely  to  be 
the  effects  of  the  government  of  In- 
dia on  the  government  ot  Britain  ; 
bow  it  might  affect  our  conlUtution 
in  point  of  influence,  and  how  it 
might  be  rendered  at  once  vigorous 
and  unalarming.  In  his  attempt 
to  fecure  thefe  points,  he  would 
lay  down  certain  principles  that  to 
him  appeared  indifpenfable.  The 
civiJ  and  military  government  of 
India,  or  in  other  words,  the  im- 
perial dominion  of  our  territories 
in  the  Eaft,  ought  to  be  placed  un- 
der other  control  than  that  of  the 
company  of  merchants  in  Leaden- 
ball-ltrcet,  the  control  of  the  ge- 
nuine and  legitimate  executive 
branch  of  the  conftitution.  The 
commerce  of  the  company  mould 
be  left  as  much  as  polfible  to  their 
own  fupcrintendence :  commerce 
ought  always  to  be  lefr  to  the  mer- 
chant unmackled,  unembarrafled 
with  interferences,  which  might  im- 
pede its  current,  and  diminiih  its 
lecurity.  Finally,  capricious  ef- 
fects from  the  government  of  India 
on  the  conuitution  ot  Britain  were 
to  be  affiduoufly  avoided.  Mr.  Pitt 
undcrllood  well,  that  it  was  more 
eafy  to  exhibit  principles  than  to 
adopt  provifions.  He  only  exhibited 
them  to  ferve  as  land-marks  to  the 


houfc  in  the  examination  of  his 
frttcm,  fmce  he  mould  fucceed  or 
fail,  juft  fo  far  as  he  reached,  or 
came  ftiort  of  thefe  ideas. 

A  control  in  the  executive  branch 
of  our  legitlaturcover  the  concern* 
of  the  company,  was  not  new  ;  it 
had  been  eilabliflied  by  the  bill  of 
1 773.  But  the  former  interference  • 
of  minillcrs  had  not  been  beneficial, 
becaulc  it  had  not  been  active  and 
vigilant.  His  propofal  therefore 
was,  that  a  board  ihould  be  inftU 
tuted  for  this  individual  purpofe, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  king,  and 
to  coniift  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  the  home  department,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  and  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  privy  council. 
The  difpatches  of  the  company  were 
to  be  funmitred  to  this  board,  were 
to  be  fubjeft  to  their  control,  and 
were  not  to  be  fent  to  India  till 
counterfigncd  by  them.  In  order 
to  prevent  o^uellions,  refpecling 
what  thofe  things  might  be,  that 
belonged  to  the  commercial  and  to 
the  political  concerns  of  the  com- 
pany, it  was  propofed,  that  the  dis- 
patches upon  the  former  fubje& 
ihould  be  fubmitted  to  the  board, 
and  that,  in  cafe  of  any  difference, 
the  appeal  ihould  be  to  the  king  in 
council.  The  company  had  chear- 
fully  yielded  to  the  crown  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  councils  abroad. 
This  concelHon  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  ac- 
cepted. He  thought  however  that 
the  appointment  of  tho  commander 
in  chief  mould  be  clearly  in  the 
crown.  He  propofed  that  he  mould 
have  a  voice  in  the  council  next  af- 
ter the  prcfident ;  that  the  king 
ihould  be  empowered  to  beftow  the 
re  vcrlion  of  his  office  ;  that  the  king 
might  rccal  the  governor-general, 
the  prefidents,  and  any  member* 
of  their  councils.  He  yielded  the 
appointment  of  all  officers,  with  the 
iingle  exceptions  he  had  ftated,  to 
D  4  the 
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the  court  of  directors,  fubject  to  prejudice  on  a  point,  which  (b  ma- 

the  approbation  or'  the  king,  and  terially  affected  the  profperity  and 

that  in  cafe  of  a  a  negative,  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  the 

directors  fliould  proceed  to  a  fecond  welfare  and  happinefs  of  a  vail 

choice,  and  fo  tatics  quotieu    He  number  of  the  human  race, 

took  from  the  court  of  proprietors  The  evils  exifting  in  the  admi- 

their  privilege  of  refunding  or  al-  nirirarion  of  India  were  great  aud 

tering  the  proceedings  of  the  court  enormous.    They  derived  h\;m  the 

of  directors.    With  refpect  to  the  want  of  energy  in  the  government 

government  abroad,  it  was   Mr.  at  home,  an  J  the  undue  and  corrupt 

Pitt's  idea,   that   their  authority  influence  by  which  the  fcrvants  of 

fliould  comprife  in  it  a  confiderable  the  company  had  been  enabled  to 

dikretion,  accompanied  with  the  dictate  to  the  proprietors  and  the 

rcftraint  of  refpo nubility.    He  pro-  directors.   Mr.  Pitt  had  challenged 

pofed,  that  there  fliould  be  a  rcvilion  a  comparifon  with  the  bill  that  had 

of  the  cftablillimcnts  in  India  with  paflfed  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 

a  view  to  renenchmenrs,  that  ap«  it  was  their  bufinefs  to  compare 

pointmcnts  fliould  take  place  by  them  in  their  various  tendencies  to 

gradation,  and  that  there  fliould  be  correct  thefe  evils,  and  to  obtain  the 

erecled  a  new  and  fummary  tribu-  advantages  of  a  good,  an  humane 

rial  for  the  trial  of  offences  com-  and  permanent  government.    The  . 

mittcd  in  that  country.  The  chan-  bill  under  confide  ration,  by  con- 

ccllor  of  the^exchcauer  admired  the  tinuing  the  powers  of  the  court  of 

fpirit  of  MrT  Fox's  bill  with  re fpect  directors,  and  by  rendering  them 

to  the  zemidars  ;  but  he  thought  dependent  for  their  exiflencc  upon 

general  indifcriminate  reflitution  as  the  proprietors,  had  no  tendency  to 

bad  a*  indifcriminate  confiscation,  eradicate  any  mifchief,  or  to  obtain 

He  propofed  therefore  that  an  en-  any  valuable  improvement.  Mat* 

quiry  mould  be  inftituted  for  the  ters  were  allowed  to  move  on  in 

urpofc  of  reftoring  fuch  as  had  their  former  track.     Thofc  who 

een  irregularly  and  unjulilydc-  fuperintended  muft  look  to  their 

prived,  and  that  they  fliould  be  fe-  conftitucnts,  and  thefe  might  ftill 

cured  againft  violence  in  future,  be  decided  not  by  motives  of  public 

Thefe  lalt  provifions  were  not  in-  utility,  not  by  the  fentimenrs  of 

eluded  in  the  bill  he  had  prepared  cool  deliberation,  but  by  corrupt 

for  the  confederation  of  the  houfe,  influence  andperfonal  intereft.  No 

but  they  formed  a  part  of  his  gene-  where  was  the  connection  between 

jal  ideas  for  the  reformation  of  reprcfentat  ve  and  conflitucnt  bo- 

India.  dies  better  exemplified  than  in  that 

The  bill  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  houfe.  There  every  man  wilhed  to 

1  itt,  and  read  a  firlt  time  on  the  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  incli- 

ifcth  of  January.  The  fecond  read-  nations  of  the  electors,  and  wa9 

ing  was  appointed  for  that  day  anxious  to  conciliate  their  approba- 

feven-night.    In  the  invcltigation  tion,   fricndfliip  and  good  offices, 

that  was  made  into  the  merits  of  the  that  he   might  not  be  difmiflcd. 

fyftem,  Mr.  Fox  obferved  that  it  Equal  to  and  greater  than  this 

was  his  intention  to  confider  it  dil-  muft  be  the  influence  of  the  fcr- 

patficmately,  and  with  the  deference  vants  abroad  over  their  mafters  at 

*nd  candour  it  deferved.  He  hoped  home,  fincc  they  had  not  only  the 

«p  pcrfon  would  fufpect  him  9f  power  of  cation  ija  the  firfl  tri- 
fle, 
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flance,  but  the  means  of  corruption  execution  >  Founded  in  principlei 
m  the  (econd.  fo  heterogeneous,  how  could  it  be 
Another  objection  to  the  bill  was  other  than  the  conftant  victim  of 
that  it  infured  no  effective  mode  of  internal  di  It  rait  ion  ? 
obedience.  According  to  every  re-  By  this  bill,  the  governor-general 
fpcctable  idea  of  jurifprudence,  the  was  to  have  the  fairc  powers  of  in- 
executive  authority  in  every  well  terior  regulation  as  he  had  before, 
rcgulattd  government,  ought*o  be  Did  not  the  very  afpec't  of  this 
pl.ced  in  as  few  hands  as  potiible.  fyltem  holdout  ihc  molt  flattering 
This  was  the  conltant  theme  of  encouragement  to  all  the  various 
thofe  who  declaimed  on  the  advan-  modes  of  intrigue,  peculation  and 
tages  of  monarchical  government ;  outrage,  which  had  been  brought 
and  their  reafonings  ought  certainly  into  ufe  in  that  miferable  quarter 
to  be  admitted,  fo  far  as  they  were  of  the  globe  ?  Could  fuccelfion  and 
agreeable  to  the  maxim3  o'f  free-  gradation  be  eafily  clrabliihed  under 
dom.  The  governors  however  in  an  officer  poffetling  the  very  fame 
the  prefent  fyftem  were  not  only  privileges,  as  thofe,  with  which  it 
numerous,  but  they  confilted  of  has  been  fo  long  the  habit  to  act. 
two  diftincl  bodies,  conflituted  on  without  regard  to  order  or  merit  f 
different  principles,  actuated  by  Was  it  likely  that  thefe  abufet 
various  motives,  and  influenced,  as  would  be  avoided  at  a  diftance  which 
it  might  fometimes  happen,  by  op-  rendered  difcipline  impracticable  r 
pofite  interelh.  The  one  is  to  have  But  this  bill  provided  the  remedy 
the  power  of  nomination,  the  other  of  recal.  And  of  what  value  waa 
the  privilege  of  recal.  In  the  fame  this  remedy?  Did  not  all  the  of- 
manner,  the  civil  governor  was  to  fleers  of  flatc,  whether  political  or 


mjett  of  g; 

every  well-regulated  fociety  to  pre-  official  exigence  they  were  pecu- 

ferve  an  entire  correfpondcncc  be-  liarly  intcreftedr"  Would  they  not, 

tween  the  civil  and  the  military  if  he  fhould  chufc  to  be- refractory, 

government,  and  a  complete  fub-  lengthen  his  principles  of  difobc- 

ordination  of  the  former  to  the  lat-  dience  ?  The  governor-general  muft 

ter  ?  The  author  of  the  bill  had  be  more  than  man  to  withftand  <b 

forcfeen,  that  between  powers  fo  potent  a  temptation.  Surrounded 

1  independent  of  each  other,  an  ap-  and  fortified  by  a  variety  of  indi-i 

peal  would  be  fometimes  unavoid-  viduals  in  every  department  of  life, 

able;  and  where  was  it  lodged  ?  In  who  owed  their  exigence  to  h  inn, 

one  of  themfclves,  in  a  party  con-  it  was  not  the  orders  of  a  body  of 

•erned,  who  could  not  in  the  eye  men  however  refpeclable,  that  were 

either  of  equity  or  law,  intcrcfted  in  a  great  meafure  unconnected  with 

as  he  was  in  the  iflue  of  the  plea,  the  country  in  which  he  rclidcd, 

ac>  with  fairnefs  and  candour.  Lc-  that  could  affect  him. 

giflatures  had  never  appeared  fo  ri-  A  conliderablc  fource  of  objec- 

diculcus  as  in  forming  laws,  which  tion  to  the  bill  which  had  been 

made  no  allowance  for  the  imper*  adopted  by  rhat  houfe,  had  been 

feftjons  of  human  nature.    In  fo  the  influence  it  w^s  fuppofed  to 

divided  a  government  as  this,  where  create.    The  bill  of  Mr.  Pitt  ere - 

ccuJd  there  exiib  cither  energy  or  ated  an  equal  proportion  of  in-. 

I  fluence, 


Digitized  by  Google 


1  ft  f  T  I  S  H  AND 


tiuence,  bvKI  lodged  ia  different 
bands,  and  exerted  in  a.  different 
manner.  The  pre  fen  t  bill  lodged 
it  in  the  crown  ;  by  the  former  it, 
had  been  placed  in  parliamentary 
comrauuoners.  Whatever  influ- 
ence had  been  embraced  by  that 
bill,  bad,  been  avowedly  for  the 
purpofe  of  creating  a  itrong  and 
afficient  controlia  this  country  over 
our  pofleflions  in  India.  It  was 
full  of  opennefs,  refponiibility  and 
iairnefs ;  every  thing  was  to  be 
caava&d  with,  freedom  in  that 
boufe.  But  the  pre  font  plan  ear- 
ned upon  tht  face  of  it,  the  fea- 
tures of  ita  authors,  and  the  cir- 
cwnftancea  to  which  they  owed 
tbeir  axiftenct.  It  was  full  of  dark 
defigo,  and  fecret  influence.  Would 
any  man  fay,  that  the  appointment 
t>f  tie  fervants  of  the  company 
upon  this  fyiletn,  would  nqt  ijn  fart 
originate  in  the  crown,  and  that 
the  moll  extenfivc  patronage  would 
sot  be  derived  to  it  ?  But  this  was 
done  in  a  covert  and  concealed 
manner,  under  the  aufpices  ot  in- 
rkdabk  prerogative,  and  unaccom- 
panied with  the  charadcr  of  ref- 
poofibilitv. 

To  finifti  the  character  of  this 
fyflcm,  and  its  comparifon  with 
tnat  by  which  it  had  been  preced- 
ed, Mr.  Fox  would  obferve,  that 
the  one  had  gone  fubllantially,  ef- 
fectually and  permanently  to  a  re- 
gulation of  an  entire  fyftcm  of  Ali- 
atic  management,  the  other  parti* 
•My,  imperfectly  and  fupcrficially. 
Every  degree  of  confufion  and  dif- 
fraction that  could  be  fuppofed, 
was  »ot  merely  not  provided  a- 
gainft,  but  was  actually  foftered  and 
brought  into  exigence  by  the  bill 
now  proposed.  Mr.  Pitt  had  fomc 
time  finee  fuggefled  to  the  houfe, 
that  he  had  formed  a  plan  for  the 
reform  of  India,  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  rejea  the  bill  of  the  late 


miniiters.    He  had  employed  tht 

entire  Chritima3  recefs  u>  cprroct- 
ing  and  completing  his  fyrtem  :  and 
now  in  the  rmtfure  and  poli(hc4 
flate  in  which  he  had  fubmitted  it 
to  the  coniidcration  of  parliament^ 
what  was  its  character  r  Were 
Mr.  Fox  to  eive  a  fchoolboy  an 
exercile,  how  he  might  moil  effec- 
tually involve  the  aflairs  of  the 
company,  be  believed  the  inven- 
tion of  man  could  not  have  hit  on 
an  expedient  fo  likely  to  an/wec 
the  purpofc.  He  was  therefore; 
decidedly  againft  the  principle  and 
rcgulaiiona  of  the  prelcnt  bill,  k 
tended  to  no  reformation  at  home, 
and  no  correction  of  abufes  abroad. 
It  tended  not  to  remedy  any  of  tho 
eyil$  which  had  fulfilled  foi  fo  long 
a  time,  or  to  put  a  period  to  thofe 
barbarities,  which  had  tligmatiful 
and  rendered  infamous  the  charac- 
ter of  Britain  and  the  annals  of 
India.  If  adopted,  the  company 
might  fend  out  their  orders  to  their 
fervants,  they  might,  as  in  former 
in Oances,  replenjfh  their  letters 
with  morals  and  ethics,  but  he 
did  not  hclitatc  to  fay,  that  our 
EaOern  poflcllions  would  be  irreco- 
verably left  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Lulhin^ton,  a  director  of 
the  Eatt  India  company,  remarked 
to  the  houfe,  that  the  fact  refpeit- 
ing  the  concurrence  of  that  com- 
pany had  been  miltarcd.  The  pio- 
pofitions  of  the  miniiUr  had  not 
been  communicated  to  the  direc- 
tors, at  lcall  fo  as  to  have  their  ac- 
quiefcence,  prior  to  the  dilcuiilio/i 
in  the  court  of  proprietors.  He 
related  circumftantially  the  hurry 
and  precipitation  with  which  they 
had  been  carried  through  the  latter 
court.  He  complained  from  thefe 
circumflances,  of  not  having  ob- 
tained an  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  fentiments  upon  them-  at  the 
India-houfe,  It  was  auertcd  how- 
a  <\n 
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ttfer  by  commodore  John ftone,  that,  various  interpretation*.  By  Mr. 
the  nutter  of  their  being  fubmit-  Fox  it  was  obterved,  that  the  phrafe, 
ted  to  the  proprietors  previoufly  to  of  44  not  interrupting  the  meeting 
the  directors  was  purely  accidental ;  of  parliament,"  was  fallacious  and 
that  they  had  fincc  been  d,fcufled  fophiitical ;  and  thar  its  delign  ap- 
ifl  the  court  of  directors,  that  they  parently  was  tp  hold  the  lword  of 
had  there  met  with  no  oppofuion,  ditfblutton  fufpended  oyer  the  com- 
and  that  they  had  been  unanimously  rnons,  to  defcend  upon  them  or 
agreed  td,  though  Mr.  Lufhington  not,  as  they  fliouid  appear  in  their 
himfelf  was  prefent.  t  length  conduct  to  be  intrepid  or  fervile. 
the  houfe  divided  upon  the  quel-  It  was  remarked  however  by  fome 
tion  for  the  bill's  being  fent  to  a  of  his  friends,  that  they  did  not 
committee,  ayes  214,  noes  aaa,  apprehend  from  that  anfwer,  that 
majority  8.  there  was  any  intention  to  diflblvo 

The  queftton  was  no  fooner  dif-  or  prorogue  the  parliament.  They 
pofed  of,  than  Mr.  Fox  role,  in  or-   would  not  read  the  an  Twer  with 
der  to  fecure  the  exigence  of  par-   the  eye  of  a  fpecial  pleader,  but  as 
Kament  upon  the  luppofed  faith  of  the  king  admitted  the  necelCty  of 
the  king's  anfwer,  by  moving  for   vigilance  and  attention  to  public 
leave  to  bring  forward  -gain,  under   affairs,  they  conceived  that  he  ad- 
certain  modifications,  his  bill  for  veil-   mitted   as  a  jult  inference,  that 
ing  the  affairs  of  India  in  the  hands   an  interruption  of  the  proceeding* 
of  certain  commiifioners  or  directors,   of  the  houfe  would  be  prejudicial 
Upon  this  occafion  he  remarked,   to  them.    If  any  miniiter,  k  was 
that  he  was  ready,  in  deference  to  added,  had  put  fuch  a  fallacy,  as 
the  fenfc  of  fome  very  relocatable   this  mull  be  upon  any  other  inrer- 
gemlemen,  to  ^ield  to  them  every    pretation,  into  the   moft  £tcrc4 
part  of  his  bill,  except  the  two   mouth  in  the  kingdom,  he  had 
grand  principles  of  having  a  go-   grofsly  infulted  the  houfe  of  com- 
vernment  at  home,  and  a  perma-   mons,  and  been  guilty  of  a'  piece  of 
nent  government.    He  was  ready   duplicity,  that  would  have  dif- 
in  particular  to  give  up  the  affair   graced  the  lowelt  pettifogger  in 
•f  the  patronage,  though  he  con-   practice  ;  of  which  a  Newgate  fo- 
ctived  the  cclfion  to  be  upou  the   licitor  would  have  been  aihamcd. 
whole  inimical  to  the  meal u re,  and   The  comments  of  different  perfon* 
to  fuffcr  matters  to  run  in  the  chan-  ,  upon  the  anfwer  being  thus  irre« 
nel  of  fucceflion  and  regular  gra-   concileable,  the  chancellor  of  the 
dation.  exchequer  was  now  called  upon 

The  houfe  of  commons  waa  now  from  all  fides  of  the  houfe  to  pre 
excited  to  the  higheft  degree  of  un-  a  fatbradorV  explanation  at  its 
eafinefs  and  anxiety  upon  the  point  meaning. 

of  a  dhTolution.  The  queftion  was  .it  was  long  before  Mr.  Pitt  could 
not  lefs  interesting  to  every  indivi-  be  prevailed  upon  by  the  extreme 
duaj  within  thofe  walls,  than  ko  and  apparent  unxiety  both  of  his 
what  the  majority  conceived  to  be  friends  and  his  opponents,  to  rife 
the  caufe  of  freedom  and  the  com-  from  his  feat  or  utter  a  fingle  word 
munity.  The  anfwer  of  the  king  upon  this  delicate  -queftion.  He 
to  the  addrefs  that  had  been  pre-  at  length  rofe  to  remark  that  it 
fented  previoufly  to  the  Chrillmas  would  be  much  unbecoming  in 
recefs  contained  in  it  fomething  of  him  to  comment  upon  the  words  qf 
ambiguity,  and  bad  experienced    a  gracious  anfwer  of  the  fovercign 
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delivered  from  the  throne.  It  was  nounced  to  the  public  the  next 
however  objected  to  him  that  this  morning.  The  con fternation  that 
was  a  new  doctrine  ;  that  the  an-  took  place  on  this  conviction  was 
fwers  of  the  king  and  the  fpecches  extreme.  The  ill  humotir  and  dif- 
from  the  throne,  were  regarded  by  content  of  the  houfe  role  to  the 
the  conftitution  as  the  ipceches  of  higheft  pitch;  and  ftich  appeared 
the  minirter,  that  he  was  refpon-  to  be  their  temper  at  the  momtnt, 
iible  for  tlrcm,  and  that  of  courfe  that  any  rclblution,  tending  to 
it  belonged  to  him  to  explain  throw  a  difficulty  or  c  tfl  *  ltig ma 
them  when  they  were  not  fuftici-  upon  that  meafure,  would  probably 
cntly  underftood.  To  this  he  re-  have  been  carried  by  a  great  majo- 
plied,  that  the  argument  which  had  rity.  Mr.  Kox  at  length  interpofed 
been  employed,  was  with  him  a  with  the  houfe.  He  requeued 
flrong  reafon  for  rcfuiing  to  give  them  to  give  the  chancellor  of  the 
an  explanation  in  his  place,  as  an  exchequer  time  to  recover  from 
individual  member  of  the  houfe  of  the  chagrin  into  which  the  rejec- 
commons,  and  for  which  he  was  tion  of  his  bill  might  have  thrown 
not  refponfifrc,  of  an  ahfwer  in  him.  and  he  prevailed  upon  them 
which  his  refponhbility  was  in-  to  fufpend  all  farther  proceeding* 
volved  as  a  miniftcr  of  the  fove-  to  the  next  day,  which  was  £>atur- 
Teign.  He  added,  that  he  would  day.  Mr.  Pitt  however  having  on 
♦ever  compromifc  or  bargain  away  that  day  in  anfwer  to  the  intcrro- 
ttie  prerogative  of  the  king,  by  pro-  gatory  of  Mr.  Powys,  informed 
mifins  generally,  and  without  any  the  houfe,  that  he  had  no  inten- 
cxpreffion  of  limitation  or  qualih-  tion  to  prevent  tfceir  meeting  on 
cation,  not  to  excrcife.  the  prero-  the  following  Monday,  and  added, 
gative  of  dhToWing  parliament  in  that  the  lituation  of  the  country  was 
the  courfe  of  a  fc  ffion.  Por  the  fuch  as  would,  in  his  opinion,  rea- 
red he  would  not  c  <f  defcend  to  an-  der  an  >mmcdi.itr  di  Ablution  of  par- 
fwer  interrogatories  which  he  did  liamcnt  a  very  improper  mcalurc, 
hot  think  individuals  infitlcd  to  put  rhey  immediately  broke  up.  On 
to  him.  He  had  not  long  been  ac-  Monday  a  rcfolution  was  entered  in- 
cuftomed  to  the  violence  of  that  to  by  the  commons,  moved  by  Mr. 
houfe,  or  to  their  harlh  language  ;  Eden,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Charles 
but  he  had  been  long  enough  ac-  Marftiam,  purporting, 44  That  it  ap- 
*  cuftomed  to  it,  to  aflure  them  that  peared  to  that  houfe  that  the  king's 
neither  unfupportcd  flander,  nor  anfwer  contained  afluranccs  upon 
intemperate  language,  fhould  ever  which  they  could  not  but  molt 
fucceed  to  difcompofe  his  mind.  firmly  rely,  that  he  would  not  by 
In  the  courfe  of  tjiis  debate  fe-  the  prorogation  or  duTolution  of 
Teral  members,  and  among  them  parliament,  interrupt  them  in  the 
fome  of  the  greateft  favourers  of  confidcration  of  proper  mcafures, 
the  prefent  adminift ration,  rcfe,  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
and  fucceflively  prcflcd  the  chan-  Ealt  India  company,  and  fupport- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  to  give  ing  the  public  credit  and  revenues 
fome  decifion  refpefting  a  diffolu-  of  this  country  :  objects  which  in 
tion  of  Darltament.  His  obftinate  and  the  opinion  of  the  king,  the  houJe 
Invincible  filence  at  length  fpread  and  tnc  public,  could  not  but  dc- 
a  general  opinion  among  the  com-  mand  their  molt  immediate  and  un«» 
snonsj  that  tht  event  would  bt  an-  rcm/minz  attention.." 
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C   H   A   P.  IV. 

■ 

jSJurfJJit.     Noting  at  the  S  .  Allan?  Tavern,    tjforttfor      Unit*.  Rf 
fJutlom  *f  the  LerJ*.    ^urjiwa  of  tht  Supplies.  DrJJutlsn. 

SINCE  we  have  been  able  to  of  the  coalition.    Such  were  their 
look,  back,  in  a  mnnner  iome-  fan^uine  expectations,   and  fudh 
what  cairn  and  diuntercllcd,  upon  the  undoubtingnefs  of  their  conti- 
tuis  grcut  conceit,  it  iecms  to  have  dence.    Filled  with  the  iinprelBoa 
bce/i  the  universal  opinion,  that  if  of  large  meafures,  rapid  and  com- 
the  two  parties  had  been  left  to  prehenfive  fyllems,  an.l  grand  con- 
thcmfelves,  and  the  people  of  Eng-  ititational  qucftions   they  lolt  ia 
land  had  itood  by,  the  mute  and  the  vaft  ocean  of  eternal  politic*, 
Llent  Ipectators  ot  the  lolemn  tranl-  thofc  little,  trifling,  imperceptible 
action,  the  houfe  of  commons  muit  cireumllances,  which  mould  ever 
infallibly   have  been  the  vitrors.  claim  a  Ihure  in  the  attention  and 
Without  their  concurrence  no  pub-  dilijuifitbns    of    the  faitefman. 
lie  b mine  I  s  could  have  been  pur-  While  the  heavens  were  clear  over 
fued.    To  have  maintained  them  their  heads,   while  the  blue  cx- 
therefore  in  exigence  during  their  panfe  ltretched  in  all  its  radiance 
.natural  term,  or  for  any  conliderable  on  every  fbe,  they  did  not  perceiv* 
period,  would  have  been  to  have  that  lit  le  cloud  in  the  corner  of 
yielded  the  come  it,  and  to  have  the  fcenc,  which  was  quickly  to 
thrown   down   the  cherilhed  dc-  ovcrfpread  their  hernifphcre,  and 
fences  of  monarchy.    To  have  dif-  to  brew   the  dreadful  llorm  that 
folvcd  them,  upon  the  fuppolition  overwhelmed  their  fyllcras  with  un- 
we  have  ftated,  mud  have  been  a  diiiinguifhcd  ruin, 
nugatory   xncalurc.     The  nation  The  vulgar,  by  which  we  would 
rook  no  part  in  the  contelt,  the  not   be  underlined  exclulively  to 
houle  of  commons  mull  therefore  mean  the  poorer  part  of  the  com- 
be prefumed  to  retain  the  fame  cha-  munity,  arc  ieldotn  difpofed  to  give 
racier   notwithftanding    the  inci-  a  vi-ry  implicit  credit  to  the  prufef- 
dental  and  unimportant  event  of  a  lions  of  heroic  virtue.    Every  man 
re-eleclion.     Of  confequence  the  is  to  himfcif  the  thndard  of  his  na- 
rcpublican  part  of  our  conllitution  turc,  and  of  thofc  emotions  of  tha 
muft  have  gained  new  irrength  ;  foul  which  he  is  not  inured  to  feel, 
what  has  ulually  been  underitood  he  is  not  ealily  induced  to  credit  the 
by  the  term  of  our  liberties  mutt  exigence.    The  man  particularly, 
have  been  extended;  and  the  limi-  who  by  the  fwc.it  of  his  brow  earn* 
tations    of  monarchy  muft  have  the  fubliftencc  of  his  family,  con- 
been,  fliall  we  lay,  brought  with-  ceives  that  that  lucre,  which  his 
in  a  narrower  compafs,  or  only  lituatton  obliges  him  to  make  al- 
more  accurately  defined  and  more  nv»lt  the  indeviatc  objeit  of  his  at- 
immutably  ellabiiflied  ?  tcntion,  is  upon  a  larger  fcale  xhtt 
Such  then  were  the  ideas  of  that  object  alike  of  the  bearded  fage,  the 
large  and  powerful  body  of  men  folemn pedant,  the  fupple  courtier, 
in  this  countrv  who  had   inlif.-  and  th^  haughty  ltatetman.  To 
ed  cberolclv**  under  thellanaard  dsicend  to  a  common  u£d  obvi-ut 
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inftance,  we  have  heard  it  fre- 
quently enquired  by  perfons  of  this 
clafs,  what  is  the  falary  that  is  an- 
.nexedto  the  ftation  of  a  member  of 
parliament :  nor  is  it  poflible  to 
perfuaJe  th- rcr,„that  for  mere  ho- 
nour, ^dignity'  and  rank,  uncon- 
nected with  any  emolument,  men 
would  labour  fo  hard,  and  difburfe 
fo  lavilhly. 

If  they  a»e  ever  to  be  perfuaded  to 
cnttfrtaio  liberal  and  charitable  fen- 
timents  of  any  man,  it  is  of  the  man 
whom  they  conceive  to  be  over- 
whelmed with  advcrfity,  and  to  be 
borne  hard*  upon  by  the  unfeeling 
band  of  power.  Thus  fituateJ,  the 
long  oppofition  to  the  admini  Oration 
of  fir  Robert  Walpole,  and  the  long 
oppofition  to  the  adminUration  of 
lord  North,  alike  obtained*to  them- 
felves  a  flouriihing  and  enviable 
reputation.  But  when  oppofition 
has  once  gained  the  ends  otits  ex- 
jftence,  when  it  has  placed  itfelf 
in  the  fituation  of  the  men  again  ft 
whom  its  efforts  were  directed,  it 
alfo  participates  their  fate.  There 
is  no  article  that  makes  a  more  con- 
fpicuous  figure  in  the  received  and 
orthodox  creed,  than  that  of  the 
poet ;  44  It  is  the  bright  day  that 
brings  forth  the  adder :"  and  how- 
ever the  virtues  of  advcrfity  may 
fometimes  be  preferved  in  profpc- 
rity,  xn  the  jealous  and  illiberal 
criticifm  of  the  public  they  are 
alnoit  never  acknowledged.  We 
make  not  thele  obfervaiions  from  a 
particular  attachment  to  any  party. 
For  ourfelves,  we  are  perfuaded  of 
the  integrity  of  the  leaders  of  both ; 
that  is,  wp  are  perfuaded  that  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  in  the  contcft  we 
are  relating,  each  of  them  believed 
his  predominant  motive  to  be  the 
public  welfare. 

**  A  man  s  reputation,**  fayt 
Hamlet,  "  may  furvive  him  half 
a  year     and  if  the  adiQinittration 


of  lord  Rockingham  retained  its 
public  honours  entire  for  near  three 
months  after  it  came  into  power, 
this  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  partak- 
ing of  the  nature  of  a  miracle.  In 
the  unfortunate  diiTcnfions  that  en- 
fued  upon  the  death  of  that  noble- 
man, each  party  loft  milch  ;  and 
from  that  moment  a  great  part  of 
the  public  looked  with  fcepticifm 
and  contempt  upon  the  patriotifm 
of  both.  In  the  fubfequent  coa- 
lition, between  Mr.  Fox  and  the 
great  object  of  his  political  perfe* 
cution,  whatever  may  be  its  merit 
as  a  meafure  of  general  policy* 
there  were  all  thole  fpecious  cir- 
cumftances  which  appeal  immedi- 
ately to  the  fcorn  or  the  multitude, 
and  which  excite  prejudices  almolt 
invincible 

It  were  however  unphilofophical 
and  childifh  to  aifirm,  that  circum- 
ftances,  which  did  little  more  than 
brin£  back  the  multitude  to  the 
opinion  they  are  inured  to  enter- 
tain of  men  in  power,  could  alone 
have  produced  very  formidable  ef- 
fects. An  appeal  which  has  a  much 
ftronger  and  more  decifive  effect  is 
to  be  traced  to  the  new  burthens 
which  in  times  of  public  misfortune 
the  ftatefman  is  obliged  to  impofe 
upon  the  community  at  large.  For- 
tunate is  the  minilier  whofe  inven- 
tion in  this  kind,  however  prolific, 
cfcapes  untarniflied  from  the  fcru- 
tiny  of  meagre  poverty  and  fuccefs- 
ful  avarice,  ot  political  impotence 
on  the  one  hand  and  fupercilious 
indolence  on  the  other.  It  was 
from  circumftances  of  this  fort  that 
the  receipt  tax,  a  fource  of  revenue 
which  obtained  the  applaufe  of 
many  unprejudiced  thinkers  of  all 
parties,  proved  the  bafis  of  a  more 
extenfive  and  deep-rooted  unpopu- 
larity than  was  almoft  ew  created 
by  any  fingle  unconnected  meafure. 
Of  the  two  aUtlributions  we  have 
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made,  it  'fell  upon  that  which  has  it  not  lefs  true.  The  good  that  is 
much  weight  in  the  common  weal,  procured,  a*  it  is  extended  to 
and  which  is  ever  eager  to  have  greater  numbers,  falls  in  a  more 
this  Weight  perceived  and  acknow-  Render  portion  to  every  individual, 
ledged.  It  diliurbed  old  habiw,  it  The  mrfchief,  the  more  private 
op(K>lcd  rooted  prejudices,  and  it  and  the  more  ifolated  it  is,  is  tho 
gave  trouble  and  inconvenience  to  more  llronely  felt,  and  the  mote 
ftuch,  as  are  not  eaiily  turned  from  deeply  refented.  But  what  4s  of 
their  aecuttomcd  line  of  practice,  iHli  greater  conference  is  the  pe* 
and  arc  not  proverbially  known  for  culiar  degree  in  which  fuch  mca- 
their  conformity  and  compliance  fures  are  expofed  to  the  danger  of 
with  the  inclinations  or  fuppofed  mifapprchenrion  and  mifirepreientir- 
'advantage  of  another.  An  impofi-  rion.  By  thefe  the  moft  alarming 
tion  that  would  have  fallen  upon  tears  may  -be  created  in  men  who 
the  poor,  the  helplefs  and  Unpro-  are  leaft  of  all  connected  with  the 
tctted,  that  would  have  forced  the  'bufinefs,  and  the  moft  intemperate 
-Decenary 'bread  from  the  hard  hand  oppofirion  m  thoiewho  are  to  derive 
t>f  the  pcalant,  would  probably  have  from  it  the  greateft  benefits.  rl  hefc 
come  off  with  a  milder  fate.  confederations  might  alone  account 

Soured  by  the  receipt  tai,  taught  in  a  conquerable  degree  for  the  on- 
to hold  administration  as  cheap  and  popularity  of  the  India  bill.  But, 
worthlefs  by  the  coalition,  the  next  if  we  add  to  them  the  many  ferioua 
♦object  of  attention  to  the  people  of  objections  that  were  taken  up  hy 
England  was  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill,  men,  the  mod  independent  in  their 
Mcafures  of  general  policy  have  principles,  the  molt  untarohlwd  in 
often  been  adopted  by  the  wily,  their  integrity,  we1  (hail  no  longer 
inlidious  courtier,  as  the  obvious  be  at  a  lofs  for  a  fource  of  the  moll 
fubjeefo  of  craft  and  drlufion.  To  comprcheniive  and  alarming  con- 
the  phjlanthropift  they  come  re-  fequences. 

-commended  by  their  apparent  wif-  Influenced  by  fome  or  all  of  thefe 
^dom  and  beneficence  ;  the  man  of  caufes,  the  common -council  of  the 
fentiment  and  ratie  perceives  in  city  of  London  had  in  the  firit  in- 
them  iomething  of  the  fublime,  the  {lance  got  up,  along  with  the  Eati- 
magnificent  and  the  pathetic  ;  and  India  company,  to  reprefent  their 
as  they  are  little  level  to  the  com*  objections  to  both  houlerot  pariw- 
prehc  iCon  of  the  vulgar,  they  more  mcnt.  On  the  16th  of  January  the 
fuccciTrvely  throw  a  veil  over  the  fame  body  prefented  anaddrefu  to 
incroachments  of  power,  and  the  the  fovereign,  expreffing  the  infi- 
fi oilier  exertions  of  lelf-intererted  nite  concern  with  which  they  had 
hypocrify.  On  the  other  hand  it  lately  beheld  the  progreft  of  a  moa- 
miid  be  granted,  that  meafures  of  fure,  inimical  to  the  prerogatives 
great  and  enlarged  policy  are  pe*  of  the  crown,  to  the  chartered  rights 
culiarly  cxpoled  in  their  outfet,  to  of  the  Eail -India  company,  and  to 
obloquy  andcenfurc.  It  is  a  maxim  the  fafety  of  this  free  government, 
of  comprehenfive  philofophy,  that  They  thanked  the  king  for  chedif- 
all  private  evil  terminates  in  uni-  miffion  of  his  late  minifters,  cx« 
verfal  good.  The  coflVerfe  of  this  prefled  their  admiration  of  the  con* 
principle,  that  aft  exteniivc  fublu*  duc-fc  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  de- 
nary good  comprehends  in  its  clartd  their  refolution  always  to 
march  a  degree  of  partial  mifchicf,   fupport  the  conftitutional  exeroite 


Digitized  by  Google 


64  .     B  R  I  T  I  S;H  AND 

of  prerogative.    This  addrefs  was  fore  concluded  with  imploring  tha 

ahnolt  immediately   followed  by  fovereign  to  appoint  fuch  an  ad* 

fimilar  addretfes  f  rom the  merchants  miniftration,  as  might  poflefs  the 

and  traders  of  the  city  of  London,  confidence  of  parliament  and  the 

from  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  from  public. 

various  other  populous  and  refpect-  Loud  and  reiterated  complaints 

able  places.  were  however  made  of  this  addrefs 

The  contagion  feemed  now  to  be  as  having  been  obtained  by  art  and 

gradually  extending  itfelf  from  one  management.    It  was  particularly 

part  of  the  kingdom  to  another,  faid,  that  the  room  in  which  the 

and  every  gazette  threatened  the  meeting  was  held  was  not  fufficient- 

jruling  party  in  the  houfe  of  com*  ly  large  to  admit  the  whole  body  of 

mons  with  three  or  four  reprefenta-  the  freeholders  who  had  come  to 

tions  of  this  kind.    But  it  was  im-  give  their  voice,  and  that  a  majo- 

poffible,  that  fo  conlidcrablc  a  body  rity  had  been  obtained  purely  by 

of  men  fhould  look  with  fupinenefs  the  fuperior  atiiduiry  of  the  fuccefs* 

upon  proceedings  of  fo  alarming  a  ful  party  in  previoufly  gaining  pof- 

naturc,  or  ihould  not  endeavour  to  feifion  of  the  room,    influenced  by 

item  the  torrent  which  threatened  thefc  representations,  the  fame  au- 

deftrutfion  to  all  their  fchemes  and  thoritv  appointed  a  iecond  meeting 

all  their  profpecls.    Superior  in  for  the  19th  of  February.    In  this 

abilities,  equal  at  leaft  in  property  meeting  every  queition  was  carried 

and  perfonal  influence,  lately  pof-  in  a  very  decilive  manner  for  tha 

fefled  of  the  moil  enviable  popula-  new  adminiitration. 

rity,  full  of  confidence  and  full  A  contetl  of  the  fame  kind,  but 

«f  refourccs,  they  were  not  back-  carried  on  with  much  greater  fpirit 

ivard  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  and   pcrfcvcrance,   and  attended 

•  field  he  had  chofen/and  to  provoke  with  a  more  doubtful  fuccefs,  took 
the  contcft  at  his  favourite  weapons,  place  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter, 

On  the  19th  of  January  an  ad-  of  which  Mr.  Fox  was  one  of  the 

vertifement  was  inferted  in  the  pub-  reprefenratircs.     In  this  place  he 

•lie  papers  by  the  meritis  of  Lon-  poflcfled  every  advantage  for  item - 

don,  fummoning  a  county  meeting  ming  the  tide  of  popular  favour. 

•  of  the  freeholders  of  Middlelcx,  The  city  of  VVellminiter  conlHtutes 
which  had  been  folicited  by  the  a  body  of  men  of  a  veiy  Angular 
friends  of  the  new  administration,  character.  It  comprehends  within 
On  the  21ft  inrt.  this  meeting  was  its  limits  an  high  degree  of  repub- 
held.  The  partifans  of  the  houfe  lican  pride  and  an  unlimited  iervi- 
of  commons  repaired  early  and  in  lity,  much  independence  of  fpirit 
confiderablc  numbers  to  the  place  and  much  ariilocratical  fubordina- 
of  appointment,  and  an  addreli  was  tion.  Sources  of  influence  fo  op- 
carried  by  a  majority  of  the  meet-  pofite  and  contradictory  in  their  te- 
ing,  representing  to  the  king  the  nour  have  feldom  been  brought  un- 
peculiar  1  tuation  of  the  country,  der  the  fame  management,  or  wield- 
the  neceility  there  appeared  for  the  cd  by  the  fame  hand.    With  the 

•  utmolt  exertion  and  diligence  on  ari'.rocracy  indeed  Mr.  Fox  could 
the  part  of  minifters,  and  their  dc-  boalt  of  the  moft  important  ad  van - 
fpair  of  feeing  the  1  mailed  fucexfs  ta^es.  Born  of  a  high  and  dif- 
ofthis  kind  obtained  without  the  co-  tinguiihed  family,  immediately  de- 
operation  of  parliament :  it  there-  feended  from  a  miniiter  of  great 

abilitiee, 
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abilities,  and  of  much  weight  means  the  cafe.  To  aflert  there  - 
among  rhe  parties  into  which  our  fore  the  principles  of  liberty  with 
government  is  divided,  he  feemed  the  whig  and  the  republican,  ana 
to  have  an  hereditary  claim  to  to  conciliate  the  kindnefs  of  the 
power.  What  was  of  more  con-  vulgar,  muft  in  this  fituation  be  an 
iequence  than  thefe,  his  fuperior  important  object* 
and  unequalled  abilities,  his  manly,  In  the  outlet  of  his  political  ca* 
rapid  and  alloniihing  eloquence,  reer,  Mr.  Fox  had  been  much  go- 
were  calculated  to  induce  arty  party,  verned  by  the  courtlv  maxims 
at, the  head  of  which  he  was  inclined  which  had  dirtiftguiilied  the  con- 
to  place  himfeif,  to  receive  him  duel  of  the  late  lord  Holland,  and 
with  open  arms.  Accordingly  provided  "he  obtained  ihe  objects  of 
from  the  moment  in  which  he  took  that  pafiion,  by  whatever  name  we 
that  regular  and  untcmporifing  chufe  to  denominate  it,  which  na- 
part,  which  has  been  maintained  ture  had  made  his  ruling  one,  he 
by  him  for  feveral  years,  he  has  cared  little  about  the  popular  ap- 
been  able  to  league  with  him  a  con-  plaufe  which  was  to  attend  the  pur- 
ncctioM  of  men,  more  formidable  in  fuit  of  it.  But  having  differed  with 
numbers  and  rank,  and  more  power-  the  abfolute  minifter  of  the  day,  he 
ful  in  their  influence  than  any  of  turned  his  attention  to  new  objects, 
their  competitors.  Abilities  and  and  his  views  became  more  extend- 
wealth  are  not  always  united  j  and  ed  and  comprehenfive.  Friend- 
there  is  nothing  to  be  more  earnelUy  lhip,  eftcem,  perfonal  attachments, 
defircd  by  a  body  of  men'  already  had  been  originally  propofed  by 
fufficiently  complete  in  refpeel  to  him  as  the  ladder  of  his  ambition, 
the  latter,  than  to  place  at  their  Driven  from  this  hold,  he  took  re- 
head  a  man  of  talents,  activity  and  fuge  in  the  bofom  of  the  people, 
induftry.  But  thefe  were  not  all  Naturally  of  a  comprehenfive  mind, 
the  recommendations  of  Mr*  Fox.  naturally  fraught  with  good  hu- 
He  wa|  not  lefs  firm  and  explicit  mour  and  general  kindnefs,  the 
than  he  was  able  j  and  the  felfifti  field  of  popular  applaufe  feexned  to 
and  ungenerous  patlions  were  never  be  perfectly  congenial  to  him.  And 
known  to  maintain  a  fuccefsful  con*  as  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  pur- 
tell  in  his  bread  with  the  calls  of  fue  any  thing  in  a  cold,  indifferent 
friendfliip  and  the  emotions  of  and  uninterelled  manner,  he  ac- 
eileem.  His  noble  friends  were  cordingly  went  very  confiderable 
therefore  attached  to  him  in  no  lengths  for  the  attainment  of  his 
common  degree  ;  and  were  we  to  object.  Having  obtained  a  feat  ia 
talk  in  the  ftyle  <;f  merchandize  and  parliament,  as  the  reprefentative 
calculation,  we  might  fay  that  in  of  Weftminfter,  he  entered  into 
his  cafe  the  etfabliflied  order  was  habits  of  intercourfe  with  a  con- 
reverfed,  and  the  indolent  and  fiderable  part  of  his  coritlituents. 
overbearing  patron  aflumed  the  He  met  them  in  public  at  regular* 
{ration  of  the  afiiduous  and  indefa-  intervals,  he  appealed  to  them  uporf 
tigable  dependent.  all  occafions,  and  he  treated  them 
The  ariltocratical  party  in  this  as  the  proper  and  chofen  judges  of 
metropolis,  were  its  parts  always  every  part  of  his  conduct.  One  of 
harmonifed  and  united  with  each  the  cLi  fad  vantages  of  popularity  did 
other,  would*  far  outweigh  the  po-  not  wholly  a*pply  to  the  prefent  in- 
pular  party.    But  thi*  is  by  no  fiance.     Its  tranfient   nature  is 
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enumerated  by  the  habits  of  per- 
ianal intercourse,  and  the  partiali- 
ties of  acqua  utance  and  friendthip 
balance  in  fome  meafurc  the  fickle- 
nefs  andincontfancy  of  publ  c  opi- 
nion. Accordingly  in  the  example 
before  us,  Mr.  Fox,  by  the  unpo- 
pular m<  afures  in  which  he  hud  en- 
gaged, loll  much  more  with  the 
people  of  England,  than  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Wcfiminiier. 

On  the  lecond  of  February  an 
addrefs  was  preiented  to  the  king, 
purporting  to  be  the  addrefs  of  the 
dean,  f'eward,  and  burgeiTes  of  this 
city,  and  thanking  his  majelry  for 
the  removal  of  his  late  miniwers. 
This  addrefs  was  immediately  ecu- 
fured  by  an  advertifemeht  from  a 
meeting  of  the  electors  in  the  party 
of  Mr.  Fox,  as  having  been  ob- 
tained without  public  notice,  with- 
out Summoning  the  inhabitants  to  a 
general  meeting,  and  by  private 
tblicitations  from  houfc  to  houfe* 
Sir  Cecil  V\  ray,  the  colleague  of 
Mr.  Fox,  who  had  prefcntcd  the 
addrefs,  and  who  upon  this  occa- 
fion ventured  to  appear  among  bis 
former  parti  fans,  met  with  a  re- 
ception fo  rude  and  mortifying  as 
to  oblige"  him  to  take  refuge  m  a 
fudden  retreat.    In  the  mean  time 
the  friends  of  the  late  minirier  in- 
vited the  inhabitants,  by  public  ad- 
vertifement,  to  a  meeting  in  Welt- 
minftcr-fcall,  to  conlidcr  of  an  ad- 
drefs to  the  king  upon  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs.    Counter  ad- 
trrtH'ements  were  jffucd  by  the 
friends  of  admini'.iration  ;   and  it 
having  been  found  ncceflary  by  the 
former,  from  motives  ot  conve- 
nience, to  change  the  day  of  ap- 
pointment from  the  10th  to  the 
14th  inftant,  a  partial  meeting  was 
fummoncd  bv  the  latter  for  the  day 
originally  chofen,  in  the  -Court  of 
Kcrjuciis.    T  he  pcrfon*  who  came 
forward  upon  this  occafion  were  fir 


Cecil  Wray,  Dr.  Jcbb,  lord  Ma- 
hon,  and  lord  Mountmorres.  On 
the  14th  both  parties  appeared  to 
muller  their  entire  force,  and  a 
fcene  of  greater   confuiion  was 
fcarcely  ever  exhibited  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  highclt  authorities 
in  a  civilifed  country.    The  extre- 
mities of  party  are  at  all  times  un- 
amiable.     In  this  cafe  they  were 
provoked  (and  this  is  natural)  by 
the  party  who  felt  their  popularity 
in  almoit  every  corner  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  they  were  met  (and  this 
is  furely  to  be  cxcufed)  by  the 
party  who,  if  they  had  been  filent 
and  inactive  upon  the  occafion, 
mult  have  given  uj>  one  of  the 
molt  important  parts  of  their  de- 
fence.  Meanwhile  the  fobriery  of 
freedom,  and  the  generous  regards 
of  public  happinefs,  were  loll  in 
private  animolity,  contempt,  ab- 
surdity and  barbarifm.  Vocifera- 
tion was  oppofcd  to  vociferation, 
and  tumult  to  tumult.     In  th« 
midll  of  the  confuiion,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  fome  obfeure  and 
contemptible  individual  to  difable, 
or  otherwife  materially  injyic  Mr. 
Fox.    Dtfheartened  in  fpirit,  if  not 
overpowered  by  numbers^hb  friends 
at  length  propofed  a  diviiion,  and 
drew  their  forces  into  the  area  in 
the  front  of  the  halL    The  fafci* 
nation  of  party  carried  the  leaders 
one  flcp  farther,,  and  each  of  them 
publifhed  a  body  of  contradictory 
resolutions,  the  one  carried  by  a 
prodigious  majority,  the  other  by  a 
majority  of  at  leall  fix  to  one.  The 
oppofitc  addrrfles  were  expofed  for 
public  fignature,  but  that  of  Mr# 
Fox  was  never  prefented. 

The  lalt  ftruggle  of  the  kind  wt 
have  related,  was  of  till  others  the 
mo  ft  important  to  the  parties  con* 
cerned,  to  which  they  both  came 
with  a  kind  of  relucmnce  and  fUf* 
fidcBce,  and  in  which  the  iuccefi 
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was,  if  poffible,  more  queftionable 
and  uncertain  than  in  the  city  of 
Weftminfter.    The  county  of  York 
greatly  exceeds  in  extent  any  other 
divifion  of  the  kingdom,    it  bad 
long  diftinguilhed  itfelf  in  the  fore* 
moil  rank  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country,  as  the  affertors  of  li- 
berry  and  the  advocates  of  purity 
and  renovation.     Their  deciiion 
therefore  fee med  of  all  othars  the 
mod  proper,  from  which  to  infer  the 
independent  and  unbiaflcd  opinion 
of  the  people  of  England.  The 
meeting  of  this  county  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  addremng  the  fovereign  was 
not  held  till  the  25  th  day  of  March, 
when,  after  fevcral  hours  debate, 
the  (how  of  hands  was  declared  by 
the  OierifF  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
new  adminirt ration.    A  more  accu- 
rate deciiion    was    however  de- 
manded by  means  of  a  divifion,  and 
upon  the  divifion  the  (he  riff  declared 
himfelf  unable  to  decide  in  favour 
of  either  party.    Some  mifrepre- 
fentation  having  been  made  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  minifterial  newf- 
papers,  an  account  was  publifhed, 
flaring  the  above  facts,  authenticated 
by  the  (henrf,  and  figned  by  the 
duke  of  Devonlhire,  the  earls  of 
Surrey,  Carlifle,  and  Fitzwilliara, 
lord  Stourton,  lord  John  Cavendirti, 
fir  Thomas  Dundas,  and  more  than 
fixty  gentlemen  of  property  and 
confcquence. 

But  the  fpirit  of  thefe  exertions, 
on  the  part  ot  oppofition,  was  greater 
than  their  efficacy,  and  fcemed  cal- 
culated only  to  llluftrate  and  ascer- 
tain the  victory  of  minifters.  Ad- 
drefles  poured  in  from  every  fide, 
from  corporations,  from  cities,  from 
manufacturing  towns,  and  from 
counties.  Every  addrefs  ferved  to 
mfpire  perfevcrance  and  energy  into 
the  fuccefsful  party,  and  to  haften 
and  render  irrefiftible  the  event  of 
this  extraordinary  coDifft, 
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In  the  mean  time  a  number  of 
thofe  perfons,  who  had  kept  them- 
felves  mod  aloof  from  the  coHiiioa 
of  fpirits  and  the  cnthufiafm  of  con* 
troverfy,  had  conceived  a  wi(h  to 
fee  the  great  leaders  ot"  either  party 
uniting  to  form  a  broad  and  exten- 
five  administration.  There  is  a  pro-- 
penfity  in  all  men  to  regard  the 
fcenes  in  which  they  are  concerned, 
or  of  which  they  are  the  fpecla'ors, 
as  the  moll  important  that  ever  filled 
the  theatre  of  the  unlverfe.  As  the- 
events  arc  the  moft  important,  by  a 
natural  confequence  the  a&ors  are 
the  rood  eloquent,  the  moft  accom- 
pli filed,  and  of  the  highcit  ability, 
if  two  perfons,  who  have  adopted 
oppofite  fentimencs  upon  great  poli- 
tical queftions,  maintain  the  conteft 
for  any  length  of  time*  and  with 
doubtful  fuccefs,  the  modeft,  the 
unafTuming  and  the  humane  are 
immediately  led  to  reflect  what  pro- 
digies might  be  performed,  what 
boundlefs  and  invaluable  benefits 
might  be  produced  by  the  union  of 
men,  who,  when  thus  oppofed  to 
each  other,  are  able  to  djrtract  ail 
empire.  An  opinion  of  rhis  kind 
had  gained  many  difinterefted  parti* 
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fans  to  the  coalition  of  lord  North 
and  Mr.  Fbx.  A  fimilar  opinion  at 
this  time  induced*  many  perfons  to 
wifh  for  a  new  coalition,  and  a  more 
complete  union  of  parties* 

It  has  been  a  proverbial  maxima, 
that  in  the  midft  of  turbulence  and 
confufion,  the  voice  of  realbn  can 
obtain  no  attention  ;  and  that  it  it 
only  in  the  ferenity  of  a  political 
calm  that  her  low  and  unobtrufivd 
whifpers  are  heard*  The  maxim  it 
not  always  true.  In  a  free  govern- 
ment, lixe  ours,  it  is  the  calm  of 
permanence  and  the  fpring-tide  of* 
profperity  that  beyond  all  things 
render  him  that  (its  at  the  helm,  deaf 
to  the  fagenefs  of  wifdom  and  the 
fobriety  ot*  adrice.  It  is,  on  the 
£  2  other 
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other  hand,  in  the  feafon  of  war 
hnd  calamity  that  the  barriers  of  the 
copflitution  gain  additional  firm nci*, 
*nd  tfie  principles  of  liberty  arc  ex- 
tended and  rcalifed.  In  like  man- 
ner it  is  in  the  very  turbulence  and 
inadnefs  of  faction,  when  party 
agatnft  party  wages  a  doubtful 
flrife,  that  the  independent,  the  un- 
connected and  the  unpretending 
aflume  to  thcmfelvcs  a  degicc  or* 
weight  and  importance  greatly  be- 
yond their  natural  proportion. 

Iu  the  prefent  inllaucc  the  weight 
fcems  to  have  been  lelt  individually, 
before  the  idea  was  conctived  of  a 
combination  of  forces.  The  ilrength 
of  each  party  being  lb  formidable  to 
the  other,  and  their  numbers  leaning 
to  approach  every  day  to  a  more  ac- 
curate balance,  every  eye  was  turn- 
ed, every  bofom  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive thofc  men,  w  ho,  partly  from 
the  exquifiteuefs  of  their  integrity, 
and  partly  perhaps  from  a  certain 
feeblcncfs  and  indceilion  of  intellect, 
■  leaned  to  helitate  between  the  op- 
pofice  mcafurcs,  and  to  afford  to  the 
philofopher  and  the  ftatefman  no 
ground  from  which  to  infer  the  te- 
nour  of  their  future  conduct.  A 
character  of  this  kind,  that  in  the 
prefent  moment  of  turbulence  and 
anxiety  engaged  the  foiemoft.  atten- 
tion, was  Mr.  Thomas  Powys.  Ik- 
was  abfent  on  the  day  upon  which 
the  great  ciueliion  of  iecret  influence 
was  moved,  previoufly  to  the  Chiift- 
in a»  icccf»  ;  but  he  afterwards  de- 
clared, that  had  he  been  prefent  at 
that  time,  he  fnould  have  fupported 
the  iclolutions.  He  had  been  among 
the  warmclt  and  moll  vehement  op- 
ponents of  Mr,  Fox's  India  bill. 
He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  improper  to  adopt  meafures  for 
icmoving  an  admiaixration  without 
tiial,  and  without  an  explicit  and 
irgulaij-hargebdnpexhioircd  again!! 
them.    At  the  fame  time  he  was  an 
cuthufiaftic  admirer  of  :hc  upub:'- 


can  part  of  our  confutation.  He 
had  ltrongly  and  individually  ope- 
pofed  the   refolutions   that   Wi  re 
pointed  againft  the  reigning  admi- 
niilration  ;  but  when  the  resolutions 
had  rcce  ved   the  function  of  the 
houfe  of  commoat,   he  knew  not 
h:>w  to  bear  that  ihcy  fliaula  be  dil- 
obeyed  and  treated  with  contempt. 
His  fentiment  upon  this  head  was 
not  founded  on  the  imprcflions  of  a 
falfe    an  J   factitious   honour:  he 
would  not  have  tltou^ht  rhe  houfe 
of  commons  degraded,  could  they 
have    been    pcrfuad.d  to  relciud 
them  from  ihe  journals ;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  mod  rclpcctable,  the 
moll  facred,  ihe  popular  part  of  our 
conftitutiou  ought  not  to  experie  nce 
the  minuielt  degree  of  neglect  and 
inattention.    Dillr;:e!ed  tor  a  mo- 
ment between  the  oppofcic  tee  lings 
of  clleem  for  Mr.  Pitt,  and  vene- 
ration for  the  reprefeniativcs  of  the 
people,  he  declared,  that,  however 
ncccfTiry  and  indifpcniiblc  was  the 
meafure,  he    knew    not  how  to 
advifc    Mr.  I*i r t    to   rcfign  :  he 
knew  not  how  he  could  be  expect- 
ed to  agree  to  march  out  ot  the 
fbrtrefs  with  a   halter  about  hi* 
neck.    Upon  mature  icfiexion  how- 
ever   Mr.  Powys   was  convinced, 
that  no  difgrace  could  pofiibly  reft 
upon  one  partv,  for  confulting  by 
the  molt  iiKttimablc  facrilicet  the 
more  facred  honour  of  the  other. 
From  this  moment  his  conduct  bo 
came  clear,  explicit  and  uniform; 
and  he  courtamly  voted  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  feliion  with  the  patty 
of  the  ex-minillcrs. 

Various  hints,  recommending  a 
junction  of  parties,  had  been  thrown 
out  early  in  the  prefent  conteft  by 
unconnected  individuals.  The  hintt 
fecmed  to  be  received  with  much 
attention  and  applaufe,  and  the  con- 
tagion of  rruir.  ideas  was  conti- 
nually fpreadiug.  At  length,  by  a 
kiud  of  concert,  a  general  meeting 
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Was  invite:?  of  fuch  members  of  the 
boufe  or  commons  as  weredeiirous 
of  promot       this  purpofe,  to  be 
held  at  the  St.  Alhaai  tavern,  on 
the  i6fh  of  January.    Upon  their 
ancmbling.  their  numbers  amounted 
to  fitly  turee  pe-f«nu,  and  they  im- 
mcuiutclv  prepared  an  acldrcfs  to  be 
prel'cntcd  by  a  committee  of  their 
body  to  the  duke  of  Portland  and 
Mr.  Put.    The  committee  confided 
of  the  honourable  Th.  mas  Grof- 
venor,    the    honourable  Charles 
Marftiam,  fir  William  Lemon,  and 
Mr.  Puwys.  The  rirll  difficulty  that 
was  ftartcd  originated  with  the  duke 
of  Portland.  *He  declared  himfelf 
nappy  in  obeying  the  commands  of 
fo  rcfpcctable  a  meeting,  but  de- 
clined an  interview  with  Mr.  Pitt  fo 
long  as  he  remained  in  his  miniite- 
rial   capacity.     It  was  fuggefted 
however  by  this  nobleman,  in  an 
after-communication,  that  if  any 
expedient  conld  be  deviled  for  re- 
moving   this    embarraflinent,  he 
mould  with  much  willingncfs  con- 
•     tribute  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  object  of  their  wi flics. 
The  expedient  here  alluded  to,  and 
which  had  been  pracVifcd  in  fomc 
Tcccnt  inltances,  was  tor  the  mini- 
fter  to  make  a  public  declaration  in 
the  houfc  of  commons,  that  the 
offices   of  government  were  only 
held  by  him  and  his  colleagues  till 
the  arrangement  of  a  new  aJinini- 
Itration  fhould  be  completed.  Ac- 
tual refignation  however,  and  this 
expedient  were  equally  rejected  by 
Mr.  Pitt.    The  negotiation  being 
thus,  in  the  language  or*  the  meet- 
ing, fufpended,  their  next  rueafurc 
was  to  move  a  refolmion  in  the  houfc 
of  commons,  the  declared  purpofe 
of  which  whs  th  .t  of  loftcning  dif- 
ferences, and  relieving  any  afperity 
that  might  be  fuppofed  to  belong  to 
preceding  rcfoluiions.    The  pur- 


port  of  the  motion  was,  11  That  the 
prefent  arduous  and  critical  iituation 
of  public  affairs  required  the  exer- 
tions of  a  firm,  efficient,  extended, 
united  adminittratimi,  entitled  to  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  fuch 
as  might  have  a  tendency  to  put  an 
end  to  the  unfortunate  divifions  and 
di Unctions  of  this  country."  The 
rao  ion  was  carried  unanimoufly. 

A  fecond  refolution  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Coke  of  Norfolk,  dcclar* 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
mitiiflers  in  office  to  be  an  oblfode 
to  the  forming  a  vigorous  admini- 
itration.  And  on  the  day  follow- 
ing it  was  moved  by  the  lame  gen- 
tleman, that  both  ihcfe  refolutioos 
be  laid  before  hi*  majefty. 

Thefe  motions  were  objected  to 
by  Mr.  Dundas,  as  being  directly 
in  oppofition  to  the  refolution  that 
had  been  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  by 
the  St.  Albans  meeting.  It  was  the 
object  of  the  former  morion  to  pro- 
mote an  union  of  parties  ;  it  was  th« 
direct  tendency  of  the  latter  to  ren- 
der that  union  impracticable.  How 
could  Mr.  Pitt,  difnraccd  by  a  re- 
folution, the  object  of  which  was  to 
compel  him  to  rclinquifh  his  nuta- 
tion, unite  himfelf  afterwards  with 
men  who  had  employed  a  gain  ft  him 
acts  of  fo  unpardonable  indelicacy 
and  violence.  Mr.  Dundas  there- 
fore trutted  that  every  one  who 
with  Itnccrity  had  fupported  the 
la  It  refolution,  would  give  their  pc- 
rerrp'ory  negative  to  the  prefent 
proceedings.  He  obferved,  that  a 
houfe  of  commons  might  prevail 
agninft  the  other  houfc  of  parlia- 
ment, it  might  prevail  againft  the 
crown  and  the  prerogative,  but  in 
no  inftance  could  it  promife  itfelf 
fuccefs  when  it  was  in  open  conteft 
with  the  people.  At  prefent  there 
was  not  a  fociety  of  an  hundred 
perfons  in  the  country*  of  which 
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pinety-ntoe  were  not  tjic  firm  and  tvas  confeflfcd  by  feveral  of  them* 

avowed  friends  of  adminiftration.  and  particularly   by  Mr.  Powys9 

In  fuch  circum (lances  then,  was  it  that  they  thought  the  houfe  could 

fafe  for  that  houfe  to  levy  war  upon  not  put  a  negative  upon  the  prefent 

the  public,  and  to  afford' room  for  a  motion. 

general  opinion,  that  there  exifted  a  Mr,  Pitt  replied,  that  he  (hould 

combination    within    thofc    walls  certainly  be  glad  to  have  the  refo- 

againft  the  interefts  and  the  willies  lutions  already  upon  the  journals 

pf  the  people  of  England  ?  What  re-confidercd,  with  a  view  to  their 

would  be  the confequence  of  fuch  ap-  being  refcinded,  but   he  thought 

prehcnfions  r  ,  AH  confidence  in  the  himfclf  obliged  to  give  the  prefent 

pijjnity,  the  honour  and  the  juftice  motion  his  direct  negative.  The 

of  the  houfe  would  he  forfeited,  and  reduction  of  the  great  majority,  by 

mankind  would  pafs  tht  door  of  it,  which  the  oppoiition  had  carried 

pot  with  fentiments  of  veneration  their  firll  quelbon,  into  the  trifling 

and   refpect,  but  with    expreffivc  one  by  which  his  India  bill  hac(^ 

marks  of  derifion  and  contempt.  been  rejected,  muft  convince  them 

Commodore  Johnflone  reprobated  of  the  decline  of  their  caufe  and 

the  appeal  that  was  made  to  the  the  hopeleflnefs  of  their  proceed- 

honour  of  the  houfe,  and  the  per-  ings. 

fuaiives  that  were  held  out  to  con-  It  had  been  urged,  faid  Mr.  Pitt, 
fiftVncy  and  perfeverancc.  A  mif-  as  a  ilep  requifite,  on  his  part,  to  an 
ftaken  notion  of  honour  was  calcu-  union  of  parties,  that  he  fliould  re- 
lated to  plunge  the  houfe  into  dif-  fign  the  offices  with  which  his  fovc- 
jficulties,  which  it  fbould  be  the  ob-  reign  had  honoured  him.  To  thia 
jeet  of  every  honeft  man  to  oppofe  he  muft  obferve,  that  he  forefaw 
and  prevent,  ir  was  an  imprrflion  the  greateft  evils  to  the  nation  from 
of  falfe  honour  that  fet  the  houfe  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  that,  cir* 
of  commons  at  variance  with  their  cumilanced  as  he  was  neither  his 
confidents  on  the  great  que  it  ion  principles  nor  his  feelings  inclined 
pf  the  Middlesex  election.  It  was  him  to  a  compliance.  The  delicacy 
an  appeal  to  the  hoaour  of  the  houfe  of  his  prefent  fituation  required 
(hat  had  procured  fupport  to  the  difcretion  ;  and  he  was  determined 
American  war;  gentlemen,  having  to  fu (lain  it  with  as  much  firm neft 
once  voted  for  ir,  were  called  upon  and  decency  as  he  could,  This  re* 
to  act  with  confiftenqy,  and  not  be-  folution  was  the  refult  of  delibera* 
tray  the  dignity,  the  pride  and  the  ticn,  and  no  invective  or  af per  Con 
refpect,  which,  it  was  contended,  from  his  opponents  fliould  induce 
had  flood  committed  from  the  firft  him  to  counteract  the  dictates  of  his 
vote  into  which  the  houfe  had  en-  pwn  judgment.  This  direction,  he 
fered  upon  the  fubjeetf  truftcd,  would  not  lead  him  into. 

For  the  country  gentlemen,  they  any  very  palpable  miftake ;  and 

urged  Mr.  Pitt  r,o  move  the  previous  while  he  retained  a  confidence  of 

ftjucdion  upon  thefe  refutations,  and  that  fort,  it  was  in  vain  to  expect 

then  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for  that  he  would  become  the  dupe  of 

reminding  ajl  the  re(pluti<ms  into  the  ftratngcjns  of  any  man, 

which  the  houfe  had  entered  again  ft  Mr.  Pitt  confide  red  the  refolu- 

the  prefent  minifters.  In  both  thefe  tions  of  the  houfe  of  commons  a$ 

meafurcs  they  would  fupport  him  ;  by  no  means  binding  upon  the 

)>uf  ](  fee  Reclined  thefe  fteps,  it  principles  ojf  an  jndiyidoal.  The 
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bulwark  of  our  conftiturion 
w.ii  freedom  of  fpeakmg  and  free- 
dom of  action.      1  he  control  of 
parliament  could  not  reach  to  thefe 
things,  and  could  not  m*ke  that  a 
fpecies  of  conduct  to  be  avoided  by 
the  individual,   which  had  before 
been  his  duty  and  h:s  honour.  If 
however    the  houfe  innftcd  upon 
the  diimiflion  of  minifier:-,  if  they 
believed  them  to  be  as  criminal  as 
they  were  inlinu  .ted  to  be,  the  road 
to  their  removal  was  open.  There 
wtrc  two  conftitutional  means  that 
might  be  employed  ibr  this  purpolc ; 
they  might  either  by  impeachment 
proceed  againil    them    for  their 
crimes,  or  they  might  go  up  imme- 
diately with  an  addrcls  to  the  crown. 
The  charge  therefore,  of  their  dis- 
turbing the  tranquility  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  their  impeding  the  bu- 
tinefs  of  the  public,  was  invidious 
and  grouodlefs.    Why  did  not  the 
leaders  of  oppofition  come  boldly 
forward  and  urge  the  houfe  to  one 
or  other  of  thefe  dccilivc  ftcps  ?  it 
was  as  futile  as  it  was  improper  to 
be  coming  down  from  time  to  time 
founding  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 
and  exciting  them  to  crowd  the 
(tandard  of  oppofition  to  a  miniftry 
which  they  had  it  fo  much  in  their 
power  to  remove.  It  would  be  more 
manly  and  more  candid  at  once  to 
pronounce  their  lenience,  and  de- 
cide upon  their  fate.    For  the  prc- 
fent  meafure,  it  wanted  the  humi- 
lity and  refpcc"t  of  an  adJrels  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  determined 
not  h  tug.    It  was  fullcn  in  its  alpect, 
and  it  approached  the  throne  in  a 
way  by  which  the  crown  could  re- 
turn no  aufwer,  and  which  pre 
vented  them  from  hearing  the  gra- 
cious fentimcnts  of  his  majefty  upon 

the  fubjecX  . 

Mr.  Fox  obferve£  upon  the  in- 
c<  nfifteocy  of  minifters  in  blaming 
a  meafure  as  harlb,  a  id  at  the  fame 
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time  urging  the  houfe  to  a  meafure 
much  itronger  and  more  fcrious.  A 
charge  whs  demanded,  and  an  ad- 
dict* urged.  Before  parliament  adapt- 
ed either  the  one  or  the  other,  it  \v.»s 
fit  ih.it  the  world  mould  he  appri'ed 
who  it  was  called  f  .r  an  addrets.  who 
challenged  a  charge,  who  rendered 
both  neccflary.  And  w:is  Mr.  Pitt  pi  e- 
pred  tojutfify  thisltrong  and  indit- 
penlible  exertion  to  that  houfe,  to  his 
own  mind,  and  to  his  com. try  ? 

Kut  it  was  no*  fufliciently  ma- 
nifetrf  if  there   had   bceu   be  tore 
an  individual  unconvinced  of  it, 
that    Mr.    Pitt  conhdered  him- 
felf  as  fuperior  to  the   houfe  of 
commons,    that  he  frxxl  forward 
as  the  unconftitt'tional  miniilcr  01 
the  crown,  and  in  this  character  dc- 
fjnl'cd  the  refutations  of  that  hgni- 
uihe  ant  allembly.    The  houfe  was 
of  coufcquenie  reduced  to  the  dif- 
a^eeable  and  mortifying  nutation, 
ot  being  infultcd  and  dcfpilcd  by 
one  ot  its  own  members  with  im- 
punity. Was  it  polCble,  when  things 
were  fairly  and  deliberately  conli- 
dered,  to  account  for  the  obflinacy 
of  the   min'tter  >     What  motive 
could  prevail  with  him  thus  to  tan* 
talize  the  public,  and  t<>  trifle  with 
the  welfare  and  the  comtitution  of 
England?    By  wiat  topics  could 
the  lecret  advifcrs  of  tkc  king  de- 
lude at  once  the  matter  and  the  fct- 
vant  ?    Was  it  p  .j!il>le  they  coaid 
perfuade  the  mtnii'tcr,  th.it  he  would 
depart  from  his  own  dignity  by  ac- 
ceding to  the  withe*  of  that  hojfe  ? 
Where  was  the  condcfccnfion  in 
yielding  hisjudgnunt  to  theirs,  and 
preferring  the  collected  wifdom  of 
parliament  to  his  own  undcrllar.d- 
lng  ?    In  his  mind,  i nih ad  of  let- 
ting him  down,  it  would  give  a  new 
luftre  to  his  character;  it  would 
flicw  that  he  was  not  blinded  by  a 
momentary  exaltation,  and  that  he 
had  not  thrown  the  reins  upon  the 
£  4  neck 
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neck  of  preemption  atod  felf-con- 
fidi nee. 

But  they  were  told  that  it  was  a 
leflcning  of  majeflty  to  fuppofe  his 
choice  in  this  mlVmce  to  h.ive 
proved  abortive.  "  O  toolifh  ad- 
vifers  of  the  king  !"  exclaimed  *Ylr. 
Fox.  44  He,  whole  moll  glorious 
and  only  throne  is  in  ;he  hearts  of  a 
loyal  and  grateful  people,  to  be  thus 
at  variance  with  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  does  your  advice  peculiar 
credit!  Yc  would  honour  him 
with  the  fouled  dilhonour  that  can 
ever  happen  to  a  fovereign  1  Yc 
would  exhibit  him  over  all  Europe, 
nor  as  poflelling  the  cordiality  or  his 
fubjects,  but  as  fquabbling  and  con- 
tending with  thofe,  on  whom  he  de- 
pends, from  whom  his  fupplies  ori- 
ginate, and  without  whom  his  pre- 
rogatives are  infignificant  and  ufc- 
Icls.  We  would  make  hi  n  refpectrd 
all  over  the  world,  we  would  make 
fiini  a  blclling  to  his  fubjects,  we 
Would  m.ke  his  reign  happy  to 
himfcif,  and  happy  to  all  who  are 
interfiled  in  his  profperity.  We 
would  make  him  the  glorious  and 
patriotic  monarch  of  a  wife,  con- 
tented and  pacific  nation."  Upon 
the  two  laft  -elolutions  the  houfe 
divided;  the  former  being  carried 
by  a  majority  of  19,  and  the  latter 
by  a  majority  of  24. 

On  the  nth  of  February  the 
meeting  of  the  country  gentlemen 
at  the  St.  Albans  tavern  came  to  a 
tefoiution  declaratory  of  their  opi- 
nion, 44  That  an  adminiflration, 
founded  on  the  total  exclufion  of 
the'members  of  the  lalt  or  of  the 
pre  fen  t  ad  mi  nitration,  would  be 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  affairs.*'  Tnis  resolution  was 
the  fame  day  read  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  in  confequence  the 
pcrfons  principally  concerned  fuc- 
cnHvely  rofc  to  deliver  their  Ten- 
ement J  upon  the  ftibject.  Mr,  Fox 
•  ...  i. 


HAND 

declared  himfelf  a  friend  to  the 
union.  He  obferved  that  this  was 
nor  a  period  that  admitted  of  any 
regard  to  the  little  punctilios  of 
perfonal  importance,  and  that  the 
varioas  neCelfi'ics  that  prefled  upon 
tluir  attention,  required  an  imme- 
diate and  dec: live  remedy.  The  late 
transactions  between  Kutiia  and  the 
Porte,  and  our  relative  fituation  with 
foreign  power*,  called  for  a  man.  ge- 
menr,  to  v\h'ch  the  confidence  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  was  cflential, 
and  which,  according  as  we  ac- 
ouitted  ourfelves,  mij;ht  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  beft  or  the  moll  per- 
nicious coufequences.  The  report 
which  had  been  juft  laid  upon  the 
table  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  illicit  practice* 
that  were  ufed  in  defrauding  the 
revenue,  demanded  an  immediate 
and  effectual  attention.  If  two 
millions  annually  were  to  be  faved 
to  this  country,  the  reform,  how- 
ever neceflary,  could  fcarcely  be 
received  with  cordiality  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  muir. 
therefore  demand  harmony  in  our 
government  and  confidence  in  ad- 
mi  niflmt ion.  The  credit  of  tho 
ftatc  called  for  every  fpecics  of  fup- 
porr,  and  this  would  inevitably  oc» 
cafion  taxes  to  an  unprecedented 
extent.  The  meafures  which  couM 
no  longer  be  with-held  in  confiflcncv 
with  the  public  fafety,  involved  in 
their  execution  a  degree  of  unpo- 
pularity, that  no  miniftry  could  ven- 
ture to  encounter  without  the  fup- 
porr  of  a  great  and  refpeflablc  ma- 
jority of  that  houfe.  Thefe  and 
various  other  confederations  caufed 
the  ncceflity  of  an  immediate  union 
of  parties  to  flare  every  man  in  the 
face. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Fox  in« 
treated  thofe  gentlemen,  who  fo 
laudably  endeavoured  to  bring  about 
an  union,  not  to  Tuffer  themfeWes 

to 
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tt>  b+  hurried  away  with  an  idea  th  Jt 
it  was  calily  to  be  produced.  Union 
n»i^l>t  live  upon  the  tongues  of  men 
;rh^-n  th^re  was  no^orJialitv  and  no 
h.irmony  in  their  fenriments.  To 
ail  app  "ar.^nce  indeed  union  might 
cacilt,  bat  in  I  act  difunim  an  J  di- 
rirjeiion  woctid  <>uly  t«e  found  in  th* 
council,  it  th^  lever  tl  parties,  how- 
ever thrv  might  differ  in  puticnlar 
points,  did  n«»t  all  ihand  upon  one 
great  and  broad  principle.  He  h:id 
already  experienced  this  mister une 
in  one  of  the  two  governments  in 
which  he  had  borne  a  p.trt ;  and  he 
hid  rather,  if  a  union  upon  princi- 
ple could  not  be  expected,  that  no 
uni<<n  at  nil  ihould  take  place*  He 
had  rather  differ  in  that  houfe,  where 
he  could  allien  his  reafons,  and  where 
the  houfe  could  decide,  than  in  a  fi- 
nution  the  nature  of  which  waf, 
that  a  man  cojld  nut  relate  the 
caufes  of  the  ditftrencc.  An  union 
not  founded  upon  principle  would 
be  fallacious,  and  infinitely  more 
cangerous  to  the  country,  rh:in  the 
divifions  which  at  this  time  prevail- 
ed within  the  walls  of  that  houfe. 

The  houfe  however  fecmcd  fo 
generally  imerefted  »n  the  idea  of  a 
coalition,  that  Mr.  Fox  thoight 
them  entitled  to  as  full  an  explana- 
tion on  that  head  as  he  was  able  to 
give  them-  He  paid  many  compli- 
ments to  Mr.  Pin's  abilities  ;  he  re- 
fpetied  what  he  had  always  tittder- 
itood  to  be  hit  political  principles  ; 
none  of  thefedid  any  one  with  w  hom 
he  had  converfed  wifh  him  to  re- 
nounce. It  was  obvious  that  at  !eall 
on  his  part  there  could  be  no  animo- 
fity  or  fpleen,  that  could  (land  in 
the  way  of  a  compliance  with  the 
withes  of  the  houfe.  Whatever 
might  have  occurred  in  the  heat  of 
debate,  he  truftcd  the  ri^ht  honour- 
able gentlemen  and  himfelf  were 
alike  fenfible,  that  there  could  be  no 
pcrfoaaj  contention  and  oo  perfoual 


difrefpc5t  between  them.  What 
was  the  object  ot  Mr.  Pitt's  ambi- 
tion ?  W^s  it  not  glory,  a  reput-a- 
finn  grafted  on  ihc  advantage  which 
he  trolled  the  country  might  one 
day  reap  from  his  exeniuns  in  her 
fcrvicc  t  A  nobler,  a  m  jre  magna- 
nimous pallion  he  would  fay,  never 
fired  the  human  brcalt  ;  and  who- 
ever w.is  not  animated  by  fuch  a, 
principle,  did  nr>t  defcrve  any  fliare 
in  the  public  confidence,  was  no  pro- 
per object  of  popular  approbation, 
was  nor  an  eligible  candidate  ffcr 
Engliflunen's  attention  and  applaufe. 
Here  alio  he  was  not  without  hope% 
thar  he  Ihould  be  permitted  to  put 
in  his  claim  to  a  flure  in  the  fame 
principle.  He  protclted  that  every 
other  conlideration  was  in  his  opi- 
nion  trivial  and  of  no  weight ;  that 
no  f  icriiice  was  too  great  to  be  of- 
fered at  fuch  a  fhrine,  and  that 
he  would  go  any  lengths  with  the 
man,  who  would  meet  him  upon  this 
truly  glorious,  patriotic  and  con  It  i- 
tutional  ground. 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  well  apprehend 
where  the  difference  between  him 
and  Mr.  Pitt  with  rcfpccY  to  mea- 
fures  could  lie.  For  their  feveral 
plans  of  reform  in  the  government 
of  India,  though  already  decided  by 
the  houfe,  he  was  flill  wiling  to  ac- 
commodate as  far  as  poffible.  He 
had  already  conceded  the  affair  of 
the  patronage  ;  and  if  any  difcord- 
ance  of  opinion  fl  ou!d  continue  on 
that  head,  he  faw  no  impropriety  in 
fubmitting  the  whole  to  the  difcef- 
fion  of  parliament.  The  only  ob- 
ftncle  then  which  remained,  was  »hc 
prefent  fitua'ion  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Rea- 
dy as  he  was  to  liltrn  to  the  propo- 
fal  of  an  union,  he  mud  notwith- 
ftandin^  declare,  that  he  could  not 
treat  with  men  who  refused  to  treat 
on  constitutional  grounds.  There 
'could  be  no  cordial,  no  firm  or  ef- 
.  ficicnt  union,  till  the  right  honour- 
able 
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able  gentleman  and  his  party  Tub- 
mined  to  the  voice  and  the  dignity 
of  parliament.  From  this  point  it 
was  impoflible  to  recede  without  ;a- 
crificing  at  once  his  perfonal  ho- 
nour and  the  conftitutional  confe- 
quence  of  thi  people  of  England. 

Mr.  Pitt  gave  his  entire  afll-nt  to 
what  had  been  faid  by  Mr.  Fox 
upon  the  fubject  of  perfonal  con- 
federations. If  they  could  agree 
upon  every  thing  elfc,  it  was  cer- 
tainly impoflible  they  fliould  differ 
upon  that  head.  There  might 
however  be  men,  a^ainfi  whom  he 
bad  no  perfonal  diflike,  whofe  pri- 
vate character  he  revered,  whofe 
abilities  were  eminent,  and  with 
whom  not  with  Handing  he  could 
never  bring  himfclf  to  art  in  the 
cabinet.  With  refpect  to  the  India 
bill,  there  were  points  he  had  hi- 
therto maintained,  and  from  which 
he  felt  not  the  leaft  difrfcfition  to 
recede.  And,  if  the  p.«rt  he  had 
taken  in  coming  into  office  fliould 
be  the  occafion  of  no  other  ^ood, 
than  that  of  fuch  a  melioration  of 
this  fy  flem,  as  would  remove  I.isap- 
preheniions  for  the  conrtitution,  he 
ihould  find  great  confolation  in  this, 
though  his  other  objections  fliould 
be  left  in  as  much  force  as  ever. 
For  the  reft,  he  had  faid  before, 
and  he  would  repeat  again,  that 
there  was  no  law  in  this  kingdom 
that  made  ir  criminal  in  hi;n  to  re- 
main in  office  in  contradiction  to  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe  of  eom- 
jnons.  He  would  however  admit, 
that  the  confidence  of  that  houfe 
Was  abfolutely  nccelTary,  and  that 
<an  adminiftration  could  not  tail  that 
did  not  poflefs  it.  But  when  he 
confidered  the  duty  he  owed  to  his 
fovereign  and  the  people,  he  could 
not  reconcile  the  refigning  to  that 
duty  or  to  his  own  honour,  till  a 
profpect  ihould  be  opened  for  the 
forming  an  adminiitration  by  whom 


the  country  might  be  effcc"hully 
fervedv  Whenever  that  period 
fliould  arrive,  he  trufted  it  would 
be  found  that  he  was  not  tenacious 
of  power,  or  detirous  to  cling  to 
office,  but  that  he  was  actuated 
folely  by  public  and  patriotic  con- 
fide  rat  ions.  With  thele  dilpoti- 
tions  how  paltry  would  it  be  in 
him  to  refign  for  the  fole  purpofe 
of  treating  about  returning  back 
into  office  ?  With  what  regard  to 
perfonal  honour  or  public  prin- 
ciple could  it  be  expected,  that  he 
would  confent,  as  Mr.  Powys  had 
cxpreflcd  it,  to  the  marching  out 
with  a  halter  about  his  neck,  then 
change  his  armour,  and  meanly 
beg  to  be  re-admitted  as  a  volun- 
teer in  t«  c  arniy  of  the  enemy. 
To  put  himfclf  in  fuch  a  predi- 
cament, and  to  trull  the  foe  to 
loo  fen  the  h  alter,  and  rertore  him 
to  liberty  anJ  honour,  was  an  hu- 
miliation to  which  neither  he,  nor 
much  greater  men,  with  whom  he 
acted  and  whole  fentiments  he  de- 
livered, would  ever  condelccnd. 

Lord  North  readily  perceived 
that  it  was  to  him  that  Mr.  Pitt 
alluded  as  the  per  I  on  with  whom 
he  could  not  unite.  But  from 
whatever  quarter  that  language 
might  come,  with  whatever  flow 
of  words  or  elegance  of  phrafe  it 
mirht  be  delivered,  he  would  never 
dciert  or  be  driven  from  the  ground 
on  which  he  flood  in  the  country t 
to  gratify  the  whim,  the  caprice, 
or  the  unreasonable  prejudice  of 
any  individual.  Confident  and  re- 
folute  however  as  he  felt,  when  he 
confidered  the  language  of  Mr. 
Pitt  on  that  fide,  there  was  another 
view  in  which  the  calamities  of  the 
nation  and  the  diftraftion  of  public 
affairs  inclined  him  to  pay  fomc  at- 
tention to  it.  If  in  the  opinion  of 
th-?  public  at  large* he  Ihould  be 
found  the  obftaclc  to  the  formation 
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of  that  (table,  extended  and  united 
adminiftration,  which  the  preient 
diffractions  required,  he  would  ne- 
ver (land  in  the  way  ot  fo  great  and 
neceflary  a  meafurc.  He  appealed 
to  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  life, 
and  warmly  declared,  that  no  love 
of  power,  no  deli  re  of  emolument, 
no  incitements  of  ambition  flu»uld 
ever  induce  him  to  Hand  between 
the  wifhes  and  the  welfare  of  his 
country.  But  in  this  drty  of  con- 
ceflion  for  the  public  benefit,  con- 
tinued he,  Mr.  Pitt  avoids  the  fub- 
rairaous  that  he  owes  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  but  dates  it  as  a  matter 
of  principle  to  exclude  lord  North. 
He  was  but  a  trifling  object  indeed 
compared  with  the  conltitution  of 
Britain,  and  the  honour,  the  repu- 
tation and  dignity  of  that  houfe. 
Let  Mr.  Pitt  dilchargc  what  he 
owed  to  them,  and  it  was  of  little 
comparative  confequence  what  be- 
came of  himfeif.  Let  Mr.  Pitt 
bend  his  fullen  dignity  to  the  con- 
ftirution,  and  though  his  lordflvp 
would  not  rcrire  to  gratify  the  un- 
founded prejudices  of  any  man,  yet 
neither  would  he  allow  any  man  to 
furpafs  him  in  veneration  for  the 
constitution  and  attachment  to  the 
interelU  of  this  country. 

The  declarations  of  lord  North 
were  received  with  the  higheft  ap- 
plaufe  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Mr.  Marlharn  immediately  role  to 
return  his  fincere  and  hearty  thanks 
to  that  nobleman  for  a  conduct  lo 
upright,  fo  dm  rite  re  lied,  fo  patri- 
otic, and  fo  noble.  The  chancel- 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  he  faid,  mull 
now  be  fenfible  that  whatever  ob- 
ftacle  might  fubfift  to  an  union 
rerted  with  him.  He  was  now 
called  upon  to  refign,  in  tho  man- 
ner that  had  been  pointed  out  by 
the  leaders  of  the  oppolite  party* 
Let  him  do  this,  and  if  he  ftiould 
afterwards  find  any  of  thofc  difii? 
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culries  about  perfonal  confide  ra- 
tions that  were  now  disclaimed,  he 
might  then  rcfume  his  prefent  em- 
ployment, and  upon  ftating  the 
treatment  he  received  would  un- 
doubtedly obtain  an  ample  fupport 
from  that  houfe.  Mr.  Powys,  who, 
upon  former  occafions,  had  treated 
lord  North  with  much  afperity, 
upon  this  occafion  declared  that  he 
was  not  one  of  thofe  who  would  infill 
upon  fecluding  him  from  a  (hart  in 
a  future  adminiftration.  Of  Mr. 
Pitt  he  had  (till  the  higheft  opinion, 
and  he  confided  in  his  good  fenfe, 
his  virtue,  and  his  pat  riot  ifm,  that 
he  would  deliberately  conQder  the 
merits  of  his  fituation,  and  yield 
to  the  preffing  calls  of  his  country. 
Mr.  Powys  had  alfo  confidence  m 
Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  that  they 
had  fair  and  honourable  dcfigns  in 
the  prop oli tion  which  they  had  lub- 
mitted  to  both  parties  as  the  ground 
of  an  union.  In  calling  upon  Mr. 
Pitt  to  refign  before  they  could  ne* 
gotiate,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  they  meant  to  trick  him.  The 
whole  country  would  be  pledges 
to  him  of  their  honour  ;  the  coun- 
try would  not  bear  to  fee  a  miuif* 
try  formed  without  him.  Mr. 
Powys  added,  that  he  would  not 
prefs  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer to  give  an  anfwer  now : 
on  the  contrary,  he  wiihed  him  to 
take  time  tor  deliberation,  and  he 
doubted  not,  but  in  a  lew  days, 
the  houfe  would  receive  fuch  an 
anfwer  as  would  remove  the  alarms 
and  rertore  the  harmony  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  kingdom. 

A.  few  days  after  thefe  tranf- 
aetions,  Mr.  Pitt  caufed  it  to 
iignified  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
particularly  iuterefted  themfcivra 
in  the  bufinefs,  that  he  tUll  fou  i 
himfclf  obliged  to  adhere  to  h  s 
former  fentimenrs,  and  to  ttt;  '~  — 
the  expedient  either  of  an  a^al 
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or  virtual  refignation.  The  friends 
of  union  however  did  not  vet  de- 
fpair.  An  idea  occurred  to  them, 
which  they  thought  might  be  ma- 
tured into  the  ground  of  an  inter- 
view, without  any  concclfion  of 
principle  on  cither  tide.  The  idea 
was,  that  a  mcflagc  fliould  be  lent 
from  the  king  to  the  duke  of  Port- 
land, intimating,  that  it  was  his 
majefty's  deiire,  that  the  duke 
ihould  have  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Pitt  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a 
new  admini  It  ration.  The  expedi- 
ent was  aceoidingly  adopted,  and 
it  was  recommended  from  the  ib- 
vereign,  that  their  plan  mould  be 
built  **  on  a  wide  bati>  and  on  fair 
and  equal  terms."  The  meflagc 
was  regarded  by  the  duke  of  Port- 
land as.  fufticiently  adapted  in  its 
general  idea  to  remove  the  embar- 
i-aflinent  under  which  he  had  la- 
boured. Still,  however,  he  wilhcd, 
previouily  to  a  conference,  to  have 
the  terms  of  the  meflagc  fully 
underftood.  He  could  have  no 
objection  to  the  word  fair  ;  it  was 
a  general  term,  and  could  be  inter- 
preted to  ivcau  nothing  finifter  or 
dilhonou ruble.  But  the  word  equal 
was  more  lpccific  and  limited ; 
and  the  duke  of  Portland  thought 
it  ncceffary,  previouily  to  a  nep.octa- 
tion,  that  Sir.  rirt  Ihould  explain 
what  was  the  fenfe  that  he  intend- 
ed that  that  term  fliouiu  convey. 
In  antwer  to  this  Mi.  Pitt  fai;1, 
that  in  his  mind  a  perlbnal  confer- 
encc  was  the  proper  place  tor  all 
farther  explanations,  and  declared 
his  rcfolution  not  in  his  pre  lent 
Situation  to  defcend  to  particulars. 
In  this  ftage  of  the  bufmcis  the  ne- 
gotiation therefore  was  tc  minated, 
and  the  lalt  effort  of  the  meeting 
at  the  St.  Albans  was  a  rcfolution 
into  which  they  entered,  *k  that 
they  heard  with  infinite  concern 
that  all  farther  pcogrcii  towards  -«n 


union  was  prevented  by  a  doubt 
respecting  a  tingle  word,  and  were 
unanimoully  of  opinion  that  ;t 
would  be  no  dilhonourable  ftep  in 
either  of  the  gentlemen  to  give 
way,  and  might  he  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  public  welfare.*' 

It  may  be  necctlary  in  this  place 
to  explain,  what  was  precifely  the 
ground  of  the  final  reparation  be- 
tween Mr.  Pitt  and  the  ex-miim- 
ters.  This  is  not  upon  the  origi- 
nal face  of  the  tr.mfa^tion  extreme- 
ly clear,  and  if  underwent  much 
difcullion  in  the  buufr  of  comm(  "s. 
Three  proposals  had  been  made  by 
the  duke  of  Portland  to  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  none  of 
which  were  accepted.  The  firrt, 
th.tt  the  duke  fliould  be  permitted 
to  conflrue  the  meltaee  of  Mr.  Pitt 
to  imply  a  virtual  refignation  :  fe- 
condly,  he  denied  that  he  might 
receive  his  majefty's  commands  re- 
lative to  an  interview  trom  the  lb- 
vcreign  in  pcrf  >n  :  and  lallly,  he 
required  an  explanation  of  one  of 
the  terms  of  tiic  ineHage.  'ITie 
phrafc  or  equality  had  been  parti- 
cularly objected  to  by  Mr.  Fox. 
He  regarded  it  as  delulive  ;  he  con- 
lidercd  it  as  an  cxprcllion  that  af- 
forded fmall  profpect  of  a  concilia- 
tion ;  and  he  believed  that  it  was 
the  dclign  of  ininiiU-rs  merely  to 
form  an  ofienfiblc  arrangement  on 
the  batis  of  equal  numbers,  with- 
out any  cordial  underttanding,  and 
without  unity  of  principle.  In 
this  interpretation  he  haJ  been  con- 
firmed by  the  refcrved  and  uncom- 
plying temper  that  had  been  mani- 
fest ed  bv  Mr.  Pitt  through  the 
whole  of  the  tranfaftton/  And 
he  had  often  and  lirongly  declared, 
that  in  his  opinion  a  greater  mif- 
fortune  could  not  happen  to  this 
country,  than,  that  under  the  co- 
lour of  a  nominal  union,  there 
Ihould  be  a  perpetual  tiruggle  and 
4  con- 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


contention  of  ilrength  in  the  ca- 
binet, inlcead  ot  that  confidence, 
unanimity  and  co-operation,  which 
alone  could  be  productive  of  any 
cticntial  tervice. 

Thus  it  was  that  that  profpc<~t  of 
rclioration   and  hannony,  which 
was  looked  foiwaid  upon  with  de- 
light by  multitudes  in  this  coun- 
try, a  ad  which  fome  of  the  moll 
reYpcr  table  and  diuntercftcd  cha- 
racter* it  had  to  boatr,  employed 
their  mod  tircnuous  exertions  to 
effect,  proved   ibortive.  Certain 
it  is  that  many  and  very  important 
benefits  wo-.iid  have  rcfultcd  from 
this  meafure.  AW  the  doubts  which 
had  fo  unfortunately  been  brought 
into  agitat  on  between  prerogative 
and  privilege,  might  have  been  re- 
Horcd  to  the  venerable  and  un- 
violatcd  uncertainty  in  which  they 
had  fo  long  Hood.    The  prcfent 
srra  was  unqueftionably  to  be  con- 
lidcred  as  a  crift*  in  the  coniiitu- 
tion  of  this  country.    There  is  no 
fyilem  of  policy  that  has  not  its 
blind  lides  and  its  weakneffes,  that 
a  fincerc  friend  will  not  be  apt  to 
divulge  and  proclaim.    Such  were 
the  poinrs  of  whether  an  admini- 
itrationof  the  fovcrcign  could  lland 
in  the  defiance  ot  the  votes  of  cither 
houfe  of  parliament,  but  particu- 
larly of  the  commons ;  and  whe- 
ther that  grand  refervc  of  our  free- 
dom,  that  key- Hour  to  the  arch  of 
our  liberties,  the  refufal  of  die 
fupplies,  might   upon  any  great 
and  alarming  event  be  called  into 
exercife.     With  whatever  popu- 
larity and  eclat  the  late  tranfai  tions 
were  attended,  however  necclTary 
and  indifpenlible  may  be  believed 
to  b«  their  effects,  thus  much  of 
unhappinefs  mull  at  lead  be  con- 
feffed  to  be  included  in  them.  Af- 
ter an  uninterrupted  ha-ir.ony  be- 
tween the  prince  and  the  rej  ublican 
part  of  the  conilitution,  f.oin  the 


acceflion  of  the  prefent  iilufiriout 
houfe,  the  queliions  we  have  enu- 
merated were  politively  decided  in 
one  inllance  againtl  the  nation  at 
large,  and  the  latter  of  them  per- 
hapb  irrevocably  and  unappcalably 
decided.  What  conferences  the 
judgment  may  have  upon  the  fu* 
ture  hitlory  of  this  country  is  yet 
unknown.  We  prcfumc  not  to 
dilfolvc  the  charm,  and  invade  the 
filcnce :  a  few  mote  revolutions  of 
adnuniflration  will,  it  is  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  precilirly  afecrtain  ir. 

But,  if  the  mifcarriage  of  thefe 
negociations  is  calculated  to  ex- 
cite in  us  fome  regret,  it  is  perhaps 
to  be  confefled,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  nothing  beautiful,  nothing  lo- 
lid,  nothing  permanent,  could  havg 
been  predicted  from  their  fuccefs. 
It  is  impoffible  that  a  long  and 
animated  courfe  of  oppofition  mould 
exift  between  two  parties,  without 
leaving  behind  it  fome  fparks  of 
rancour,  fome  touches  of  jealoufy, 
and  fome  ct>ld  aud  unconciliating 
referves.  Thefe  were  particularly 
vifiblc,  as  was  natural,  on  the  lide 
of  the  miiuuer.  Poflcircd  of  power, 
as  he  conceived,  iu  an  honourable 
manner  and  from  unqueliionablc 
authority,  barraflcd  and  tormented 

*  9  » 

by  what  he  levardcd  a*  an  un- 
principled  oppofition,  and  not  na- 
turally endowed,  Hull  we  add, 
with  that  kind  of  liberality  which 
makes  improbable  allowances,  he 
could  not  receive  gracefully  and 
whh  good  humour  his  enemies  into 
that  fortrefs  in  the  defence  of  which 
he  prided  himfelf.  Something  too 
wai  to  be  coufidered  with  refpe& 
to  the  two  conllitutional  qncllion* 
we  have  dated.  That  of  the  fup- 
plies was  yet  in  embryo ;  a  veil 
might  be  fucccfsfully  drawn  over 
it,  and  the  attempt  that  had  been 
made,  would  be  a  precedent,  rather 
favourable  than  unfavourable  to 

the 
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tbe  rights  of  the  commons.  But 
the  other  queftion,  that  of  the  dif- 
rniifion  of  ad  mini  Oration,  was  far- 
ther advanced.  The  example  had 
been  held  out,  and  each  party  in- 
filled upon  a  decilion  in  its  favour. 
The  mmifter  whs  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  flighted  retractation  upon 
this  head  would  be  a  diminution  of 
liis  honour ;  and  the  oppofition 
certainly  could  nor  give  up  the 
queftion,  without  explicitly  de- 
claring, in  the  face  ot  the  world, 
that  all  the  complaints  they  had 
made,  all  tbe  remonftrances  that 
had  refounded  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  were  pointed 
at  only  one  object,  the  recovery 
and  eftabliihment  of  their  power. 

As  it  was  well  known  that  a  ma- 
jority in  the  houfe  of  lords  was 
favourable  to  the  prefent  ad  mi  ni- 
tration, it  was  with  fomc  degree  of 
cagemefs  expected  by  many,  that 
they  would  take  the  field  upon  this 
Important  occaiion,  and  meet  the 
reiolutions  of  the  commons  by 
counter-refolutions  on  their  part. 
The  great  excellence  of  our  con- 
duction was  faid  by  thefe  men  to 
be  the  checks  and  controls  it  in- 
cluded. Whenever  one  branch  of 
the  legiflaturc  exceeded  the  bounds 
to  which  it  was  originally  reftrict- 
od,  there  ftill  remained  virtue 
enough  ia  the  others  to  bring  back 
the  deviating  principle  to  its  pecu- 
liar channel.  It  was  the  bulinefs 
of  the  lords  in  particular,  by  the 
gravity  and  the  conftancy  of  their 
character,  from  time  to  time  to 
check  the  madnefs  of  a  popular 
ailcmbly.  Earl  Temple,  in  the"  be- 
ginning of  the  feflion,  had  told  the 
lords  that  they  had  brought  an 
eternal  blot  upon  their  names  bv 
the  lilence  and  fupinenefs  with 
which  they  had  fuffercd  a  combi- 
nation of  defperate  factions  to  feize 
upon  (he  cloiet  of  the  foverci^n. 
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But  thefe  violent  cotfrileh  did  no* 
feem  to  coincide  with  the  general 
fentiment.  The  lords  were  oblig- 
ed, however  unwilling,  tacitly  to 
confeft  their  inferiority  in  the  fcale 
of  the  legiflature*  If  the  fenfe  of 
the  nation  were  not  found  to  coin- 
cide with  their  meafures,  the  vehe- 
mence of  their  proceedings  would 
only  hold  them  up  to  general  ridi- 
cule. If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
new  adminiftration  were  fupported 
by  that  fenfe,  their  interference 
would  be  ufelcfs  and  nugatory. 
The  conduct  of  the  lords  in  the  re- 
jection of  the  India  bill  was  accom- 
panied with  foine  eircumftances 
that  did  net  increafe  their  popu- 
larity and  illultrate  their  dignity, 
in  the  opinion  even  of  the  greateft 
enemies  of  that  bill.  And  their 
atTiltance  was  not  required  to  hold 
up  a  lignal,  and  to  animate  the 
courage  of  the  public.  The  no- 
velty of  an  adminiftration  exifting 
independent  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  the  ferene  and  placid 
countenance  they  maintained  in 
the  midrt  of  every  attack  that  could 
be  directed  againft  them,  was  abun- 
dantly fufficient  for  this  purpofe. 

A  medium  however,  after  fome 
deliberation,  fuitcd  to  the  circum- 
ftances of  the  public,  was  believed 
to  be  found  between  thefe  oppo- 
fite  directions.  They  might,  with- 
out aiming  to  be  particularly  for- 
ward in  the  bufincl's,  differ  them- 
felves  to  confider,  whether  an  ab- 
folute  and  uninterrupted  filence 
would  be  perfectly  honourable; 
and  whether  a  grave  and  folitary 
declaration  of  their  fentimcnts 
might  not  add  fome  what  to  their 
confederation  and  rcfpectability.  It 
was  from  ideas  of  this  kind,  that,  on 
the  4th  day  of  February,  the  earl 
of  Effingham  fubmitted  two  refo- 
lutions  to  the  houfe,  the  latter  of 
which,  if  carried,  he  propofed  to 
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follow  with  an  add  reft  to  the  crown,  the  good  of  the  irate.    He  was  par- 

Each  of  the  refolutions  was  ground-  ticularly  animated  in  his  panegyric 

ed  upon  two  feveral  resolutions  of  upon  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 

the  houfe  of  commons,  the  firft  of  quer,  and  fpokc  of  the  manner  in 

the  a-jth  of  December,  reftricYmg  which  he  had  difpofed  of  the  clerk- 

the  lords  of  the  treafury  from  giv*  fhip  of  the  pells  as  a  thing  entirely 

ing  their  confent  to  the  acceptance  unexampled, 

of  certain  bills  to  be  drawn  from  Lord  Loughborough  replied,  and 

India ;  and  the  fecond  of  the  »6th  pointed  his  opposition  particularly 

of  January,  declaring  «*  ihe  conti  again  ft  the  hrtt  refolution.  He 

auance  of  the  prefent  minifters  in  flatcd  the  defign  of  the  aft  of  par- 

ofhee  to  be  contrary  to  conlHtu-  lament  by  which  the  difcrction  waa 

tional  principles,  and  injurious  to  conferred  in  the  excrcife  of  which 

the  interefls  of  the  king  and  his  the  houfe  of  commons  had  thought 

people."    In  reply  to  thefe  refolu-  proper  to  interfere  with  their  ad- 

tions,  the  earl  or  Effingham  moved  vice.    He  declared  that  he  well 

the  houfe  of  lords  to  relblvc,  firlt,  remembered  the  palling  of  the  bill, 

«•  That   an  attempt  in  any  one  and  the  nature  of  the  difcuffions  by 

branch  of  the  legillature  to  fufpend  which  its  progrefs  had  been  at- 

th*  execution  of  law,  by  feparately  tended.    It  had  become  neceflaty 

airuming  to  irielf  the  direction  of  a  to  allow  to  the  treafury  a  difcrc- 

difcretionary  power  veiled  by  act  tionary  power,  as  it  was  impof- 

of  parliament,  was  unconlhtuti-  fible  to  alcert.iin  the  amount  of  the 

•nal."    Secondly,  "  T  hat  by  the  bills  that  would  be  prefentcd  for 

known  principles  of  this  cotilirtu-  acceptance.  The  fum  of  *oo,oool« 

tion,  the  undoubted  authority  of  had  therefore  been  aflumed  as  a 

appointing  to  the  great  offices  of  kind  of  medium  that  parliament 

executive  government  was  folely  thought  proper  to  prescribe,  but 

veiled  in  the  kin£,  and  that  that  which  might  occa (tonally  be  ex* 

houfe  had  every  reafon  to  place  the  cecded  by  the  fum  of  10,000 1* 

firmelt    reliance  in  his  majefty's  ic,oool.  or  20,000 1.    The  houfe 

wifdom  in  the  excrcife  of  this  pre-  of  commons  had  understood  the  ad 

rogative."    The  addre&  laid  the  of  parliament  in  its  true  fenfe ; 

ienfe  of  this  refolution  at  the  foot  and  it  being  notorious  that  bills  to 

of  the  throne,  and  earneftly  af-  the  enormous  amount  of  more  than 

fured  the  fovereign  that  in  this  re-  2,000,000  1.  had  been  fent  over, 

liance  they  would  upon  all  occa-  or  were  expected,  they  thought  it 

Sons  fupport  him  in  the  juft  cxer-  a  prudent  and  a  wife  thing  in  the 

cife  of  his  prerogative.    Lord  Ef-  prefent  circumftanccs  of  India  af. 

fingham.    in   recommendation  of  fairs  to  vote  the  refolution  in  quef- 

his  motions,  referred  to  a  iimilar  tion.    The  aft  of  parliament  it  was 

refolution  of  the  houfe  of  lords  in  clear  had  been  formed  with  no  ex- 

1704;  and  concluded  his  fpeech  perflation  of  fo  extraordinary  a 

with  a  warm  eulogium  of  the  pre-  conjuncture.    The  refolution  was 

fent  adminidration  for  their  upright  merely  and  fimply  a  hint,  a  piece 

and  patriotic  intentions  to  ferve  of  advice,  which  the  houfe  of  com* 

their  country,  and  refcue  the  con-  mons  were  perfectly  jufUfied  ia 

ftiturion  from  the   unwarrantable  adopting.    It  was  with  the  houfe 

attacks  of  a  faction,  that  had  more  of  commons  that  the  revenues  of 

at  heart  its  own  fclftth  views  than  this  country  were  originated.  It 
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was  their  peculiar  province  to 
Watch  over  and  control  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money.  He  de- 
precated the  ill  effects  which  would 
refult  from  the  houfe  of  lords  en- 
tering into  counter  resolutions* 
The  confcqucncc  mull  be  a  dillcn- 
tion  between  the  two  houfes,  a  di- 
minution ot  that  confcqucnceand 
thole  privileges,  which  depended 
upon  their  harmony,  and  an  ap- 
proach to  that  unfortunate  Kate, 
when  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
voted  their  iordlhips  to  be  uic- 
Iefs. 

Earl  Fitzwilliarn  entered  at  con- 
fide ible  detail  into  the  merits  of 
the  new  premier;    If  the  fituation 
of  Mr.  Pitt  at  the  head  of  adminif- 
tration  was  to  he  made  the  ground 
of  voting  the  pre  lent  rcfolutions, 
Ec  faid,  he  muft  entirely  diflcat  from 
them,  and  defire  not  to  have  his 
name  included  in  the  lift  of  thofe, 
who  were  willing  to  fubferibe  to 
all  that  was  faid  in  his  favour.  It 
would  in  his  opinion  have  been 
flrange  indeed  if  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  not  Hill  fome 
ihare  of  popularity  ;  but  it  might 
deferve  the  attention  of  the  houfe, 
that  they  were  thofe  very  circum- 
ilances  that  were  moll  incompatible 
with  his  official  fituation,  that  were 
not  a  little  calculated  to  command 
the  general  fuffrage.    His  youth, 
his  inexperience,  his  predilection 
for  the  court,   and  his  fcclution 
from  thofe  circles  to  which  his 
equals  in  fortune  and  rank  com- 
monly rcfortcil,  were  fails  which 
would  always  have  their  weight  in 
this  country  and  with  ail  the  world. 
But  finely  thefe,  however  valuable 
they  might  be  in  a  private  gentle- 
man, and  whatever  applaule  they 
were  calculated  to   excite,  were 
not  the  qualities  of  nr  ru it  miniiter 
of  a  great  a:id  refpcmble  country. 
What  then  had  Mr.  Pitt  done  to 


give  him  a  diuincYion  fo  eminm* 
and  lingular  i  Was  he  eager,  after 
turning  lord  North  out  of  power? 
to  come  in  under  any  dcfcriptioi* 
and  contribute  his  abilities  to  lave 
a  linking  Hate  r  No :   it  was  be- 
neath him  to  act  in  a  fubordinaro 
fituation.    Was  not  this  a  moll  de- 
cent exhibition  of  the  virtues  of  u 
patriot  and  the  fobricty  of  a  riatef-. 
man?   The  peace  that  was  formed 
in  the  clofe  of  that  year,  and  the 
terms  ot  which  had  proved  fo  in- 
adequate to  the  people's  ideas  ;  a 
peace  lo  ignominious  to  i  s  authors? 
and  which  would  be  found  the 
grcatetl  blot  in  the  reputation  and 
liory  of  this  country,  he  would 
not  fuppofe  to  be  that,  to  which  Mr^ 
Pitt's  moft  extravagant  adulator* 
would  fend  the  houfe  for  a  fpcci- 
men  of  his  talents.    '1  his  inglori- 
ous peace  parliament  had  cenfured 
and  condemned,  and  then  it  was 
fee  si  what  had  hern  done  in  office. 
Could  it  be  forgotten  by  their  lord- 
fltips  in  what  a  llatc  of  contuliou 
the  particular  department  of  Mr. 
Pitt  had  at  that  time  been  left  > 
What  proofs  had  then  been  exhi* 
bitedby  him  of  a  mind,  full  of  fuch 
refources  as  our  exigencies  requir- 
ed ?  What  plan  of  taxation,  or  fi- 
nance, or  reform  refpecting  any 
department  of  the  iiate,  did  he 
produce  during  the  few  mouths  that 
he  continued  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer.   What  lingle  ve::ige  of 
genius,  of  attention  to  our  tiadq 
with   the  colonies,   to  our  con-* 
ncxious   with  foreign  courts,  or 
our  manufactures  at  home,-  were  to 
be  found  in  the  office  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman?  Nor  had 
Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  linee  been  more 
commendable  and  wife  than  in  the 
preceding  indances.    How  had  he 
acted  in  quitting  the  office,  to  which* 
in  his  lordftup's  opinion,  he  had 
been  tuufc  prematurely  raifed  r  Ttf 
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Whom  were  all  the  inconveniences  ing  their  mode  of  procedure.  For 
of  laiT  years  interregnum,   when  himfclf  he  would  be  frank  enough 
the  country  continued  hx  weeU  to  confefs,  that  had  he  been  a  lord 
without  any  executive  government  of  the  treafury  he  would  not  have 
afcribable  t   Had  not  the  minilier  obeyed  the  refolution  of  the  houfe 
then  difcovercd  the  fame  obltinutc  of  commons ;  and  his  refulal  would 
attachment  to  office,  the  fame  pre-  have  proceeded  from  a  confeiouf- 
ference  of  his  own  opinion  to  that  nefs  that  nothing  fliort  ol  an  ak\  of 
of  a   molt    honourable  aflbmbly,  parliament,  formally  parted  by  the 
which  dtftinguilhed  his  prefent  con-  three  elrates  of  the  realm,  had  the 
duct  ?  Earl  Fitzwilliam  would  not  power  of  fufpending  any  pa;t  of 
go  on  to  animadvert  upon  the  means  the  rtatute,  or  the  common  law  of 
by  which  he  had  attained  to  office  England.    He  contended  however 
*n  the  prefent  infiance,  or  upon  that  the   refolution  neither  was, 
The  pertinacity  with  which  be  had  nor  affected  to  be,  a  hint  or  piece 
kept  his  fituation  in  defiance  of  of  advice  to  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
thofc  with  whom  the  conlfitutioa  fury.    l*his,  he  ("aid,  could  never 
had  placed  the  control  of  his  ac«  have  been  imagined  if  the  c  mclud- 
tions.    Thefe  were  points  which  in^  words  of  the  refolution  "  or 
few  he  milled  were  prepared  to  de-  until   this  houfe  thr.uld  otherwife 
fend,  and  which  mutt  eventually  direct,"  had  not  been  enjrely  over- 
ruin   htm  with  many  at  leaft  of  looked.      Indeed    the  refolution? 
>hofe  who  formerly  regarded  him  .  lately  pafTd  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mofr.    For  his  difpofition  of  the  mons,  couid  be  regarded  in  no  bct- 
clerkfhip  of  the  pells,  hi«  lordfhip  ter  u.  li'^ht  than  as  the  wild  efforts  of 
faid,  he  was  ready  to  give  its  dilin-  a  childtih  ambition.    With  rcfpc<5t 
tercrted:icf>  the  due  (hare  of  praife  ;  to  the  manner  in  which  the  prefent 
bit  he  fau  no  caufc  f>r  railing  Mr.  had  been  dra  vn  up,  he  declared, 
Pitt  to  an  eminence,  fupcrior  to  that  whether  he  contidercd  it  in  a 
every  other  man  in  the  country,  political  or  a  commercial  point  of 
merely  for  having  done  an  act  ot  view,  its  ignorance  could  only  be 
duty,  which  not  to  have  done  would  equalled  by  its  flupidity.  His  lord- 
have  ruined  his  character  and  bla  t-  fltip  made  many  encomiums  on  Mr. 
ed  him  for  ever.  Pitt  for  the  manner  in  which  he 

Lord  Th'irloflv  fupporred  the  rc-  bellowed  th~  clerkship  of  the  pells, 
folution*.    He  began  with  expreff-  He  laid,  he  had  been  fliabby  enough, 
a  wifb  that  in  the  prefent  dif-  he  confViTcd,  to  advife  him  to  take 
traced  Hate  of  the  country,  and  it ;    and  authorifed  as  he  would 
under  the  prelTure  of  public  bufi-  have  been  by  the  mod  illuftrious 
nefs,  a  coalition  of  parties  might  :,nd  recent  examples,  he  believed 
be  effected.      In  the  mean  time  he  fhould  have  been  fhabby  enough 
however  he  conceived  that  there  to  have  done  fo  himfcK    But  Mr. 
could  be  no  impropriety,  no  iulr  p"«tt  was  fraught  with  notion  of 
tendency  to  interrupt  harmony  and  puritv,  moil  uncommon  in  thefe  de- 
introduce   difcord  in  agreeing  to  generate  days,  and  hardly  to  be  pa- 
the  motions  now  Jjefore  the  houfe.  ralleled  in  the  brighteit  pages  of 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  Greek    or   Roman    fiory.  Lord 
any  branch  of  the  legiflature  ,was  Thurlow  concluded  with  reprobat- 
empowered  to  give  a  femiment  to  i,  g  the  nonfenlical  dreams  about 
hU  maicuy,  or  his  mininers  refpea-  the.  dignity  and  honour  of  parlia- 
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mcnt,  by  which  men  were  per- 
fuaded  to  come  into  mealures  at 
once  childiO),  abfurd  and  extrava- 
gant. 'I  his  wild  ambition,  this 
ungovernable  madnefs,  demanded 
fome  check.  And  he  conjured 
their  lordfhips  never  to  attempt 
themfclvcs,  nor  quietly  to  fufter 
any  other  aflcmbly,  to  fet  their  dig- 
nity above  the  laws,  or  to  forget 
that  they  owed  to  them,  in  common 
with  the  meanert  fubjec"t,  the  moft 
entire  defermee  and  the  moft  un- 
referved  obedience.  The  refolu- 
tions  were  fupportcd  by  earl  Fal- 
conberg,  earl  Gower,  lord  Syd- 
ney, and  the  duke  of  Richmond ; 
and  they  were  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
by  the  duke  of  Mancheiter,  earl 
Mansfield,  and  lord  vifcount  Stor- 
mont.  The  firll  refolution  was 
carried;  contents  79,  proxies  21  ; 
n«t  contents  44,  proxies  9  ;  majo- 
jority  47. 

It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
fo  direct  an  attack  upon  rhc  autho- 
rity and  wifdom  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  would  be  paflcd  over  in 
filence.  It  was  taken  up  however 
in  a  manner  grave  and  deliberate, 
and  which  manifclled  an  unvvil- 
lingnefs  in  the  lower  houfe  to  come 
to  a  dimft  rupture  with  the  houfe 
of  lords.  Lord  Btauchamp,  who 
had  originally  moved  the  refolu- 
tion refpe6ting  the  bills  of  ex- 
change from  india,  now  propofed 
to  the  houfe  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  fctto  examine  into  the 
ufageof  either  houfe  of  parliament, 
in  regard  to  the  interpofme  in  the 
cxercife  of  difcretionary  powers, 
veiled  in  the  fervants  of  the  cn»wn, 
or  in  any  body  of  men  for  public 
purpofes."  By  this  committee 
precedents  were  produced  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  Englim  hiftory. 
The  tint  was  an  inftruclion  from 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  the  uni- 
.  verihy  of  Cair.biuige  in  the  year 


1626,  not  to  chufe  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  for  their  chancellor. 
Another  was  taken  from  the  hiftory 
of  king  Charles  the  Second,  when 
the  parliament  of  Oxford  in  1  80, 
previoully  to  their  fudden  difTolu- 
tion,  had  come  to  a  vote,  declaring, 
(hat  the  profecution  of  proteflant 
diirenters  at  that  time  was  danger- 
ous to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 
This  vote  had  been  centured  by 
the  abettors  of  defpotifm,  in  king 
Charles's  celebrated  declaration, 
almoft  in  the  words  that  had  been 
employed  in  the  recent  inftance  by 
the  houfe  of  lords.  Two  or  ttirce 
precedents  of  a-  later  date,  and 
which  had  pafled  with  much  una- 
nimity, were  ftated  in  the  refolu- 
tion moved  by  Mr.  Dundas  for  the 
recal  of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  in  the 
votes  ot  the  houfe  for  the  abolition 
of  certain  ufclefs  offices  moved  by 
lord  JohnCavendifli  and  Mr.  Pitt. 

In  confequence  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  16th  of  Fe- 
bruary, lord  Beauchamp  moved 
the  houfe  to  come  to  fix  refolu- 
tion* :  "  That  the  houfe  had  not 
a  (Turned  to  itfelf  a  right  to  fufpend 
the  execution  of  Ihw:  That  for 
them  to  declare  their  opinion  ref- 
pecting  the  cxercife  of  any  difcre- 
tionary power  was  conliitutional 
and  agreeable  to  eftablifhed  ufage  : 
That  it  was  a  duty  peculiarly  in- 
cumbent upon  them,  to  watch  over 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  the  ram 
and  precipitate  cxercife  of  any 
power,  which  might  be  attended 
with  danger  to  public  credit  and 
lofs  to  the  revenue  :  That  the  1  do- 
tation of  the  24th  of  December, 
conftituted  a  judicious  and  regular 
difcharge  of  :m  indifpen'ible  duty  : 
That,  had  the  houlc  neglecled  to 
make  a  hmilar  pfovilion  in  the  cri- 
tical fituation  of  public  affairs,  they 
mull  have  been  rcfponfible  to  their 
coniiitucnts  for  the  molt  alarming 
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eorifequences  :  and  That  the  houfe  fdnally  to  make  the  aiTurarices  «  hich 

would  moderatel    and  firmly  alien  might  have  luperced  J  the  neeeflity 

their  p  lvilege  ,  »nd  penevere  in  the  of  the  rcfolution,  and  when  cvin 

confeientious    difcharge  of  what  the  names  of  the  new  treafury  ^oard^ 

they  owed  to  the  nation  and  to  to  whom  lo  unlimited  a  di  cctioa 

pofterity.*'  was  t  >  be  intruued,  in  whole  judg- 

Lord  Bcauchamp  obferved  that  ment  and  integrity  fo  aj  pit  a  coa- 

however  wife,  pruuent  and  delibc-  fidence  was  to  be  rep  (ft,  were  not 

rate  had  been  the  conduct  of  the  fo  much  as  known.  After  cuniidcr- 

houfe  of  commons,  that  of  the  able  debates  the  houfe  divided  upon 

other  houfe  perhaps  had  not  been  the  previous  queftion*  which  was 

equally  cautious  and  confiderate.  rejected  by  a  majority  of  39,'  and 

Had  the  houfe  of  lords,  when  they  the  refolutions  were  carried  without 

referred  to  a  refolution  on  their  a  divilion. 

journals  in  the  year  1704,  thought  It  was  about  thU  time  that  fome 
proper  to  turn  to  the  next  page,  frefli examples o  currcdof thatafpe- 
they  would  hare  found  a  refolution  rity  and  ill  humour  on  both  fides  of 
declaring  that  it  was  their  incunv  the  houfe  of  commons  which  grew 
bent  duty,  in  cafe  of  any  difference  out  of  the  violence  of  debate,  and  to 
of  opinion  upon  any  point  refolved  which  we  have  already  hadoccafion 
by  the  other  houle,  to  defire  a  to  allude.    One  of  them  related  to 
conference,  in  order  that  they  might  lord  George  Lenox,  brother  to  the 
learn  the  reafons  upon  which  the  duke  of  Richmond.    Thi*  noble- 
commons  had  a&ed,  previoufly  to  man  had  recently  been  appointed 
their  giving  any  decilion  of  their  to  the  office  of  conllable  of  the 
own  on  the  fubjccTt.    This  he  laid,  Tower,  and  a  doubt  was  llarted  on 
was  a  precaution  that  mi^ht  have  the  part  of  oppolition,  whether  this 
been  expected  from  the  noblenefs  were  to  be  regarded  as  a  civil  or 
and  candour  of  the  upper-houfc.  military  promotion,  and  of  confe- 
In  the  days  of  high  prerogative,  quence,  whether,  by  the  law  of 
the  commons  had  been  enjoined  not  parliament,  it  did,  or  did  not  vacate 
to  meddle  with  matter*  of  rtaie  :  the  feat  of  the  perfon  accepting  the 
they  had  been  told  by  kings  and  appointment,  he  being  a  member  of 
chancellors,  that  religion  and  the  the  houle  of  commons.  During  the 
affair*  of  the  church  were  th  ngs  eourfe  ot  the  diicuifion,   it  was 
above  their  comprehension  j  but  it  thought  nec  if  ry  to  declare  on  the 
was  referved  for  tin  fe  tines  to  con-  part  of  lord  George  Lenox,  that  he 
demn  the  houfe  of  commons  tor  would  not  give  his  voice  in  any 
declaring  their  opinion  iefper"rin^  quefrwa  that  came  before  parii  1- 
the  cxcrcifc  of  a  power  on  which  ment.   Thecontett  at  length,  after 
m  ght  depend  the  ftate  of  public  aLiout  a  fortnight's  diicuifion,  was 
credit,  the  amount  of  tht  fupplies  on  the  3d  ot  March  determined  in 
of  the  year,  and  the  necemty  of  favour  of  this  nobleman.    The  fe- 
their  laying  heavier  burthens  on  verity  of  the  procedure  was  retorted 
their  conlHtuents.     This  was  a  by  an  attack  madi  I  y  Mr.  Lloyd 
power  with  which  the  houfe  of  Kenyon,   now   attorney -general, 
commons  was  veiled  at  ail  times,  upon  Mr.  Kigby,  who  had  held 
H<>w  much  more  fo  in  an  alarming  the'  ofhec  ot  paymalUr  for  fome 
Situation  of  ariairs,  w»  en  there  was  years  during  the  admini^rafion  of 
not  one  miniilcr  in  that  houfe  per-  iord  North.    This  attack  confirmed 
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of  a  number  of  motions  to  oblige  knew  had  been  paid  Aur&y  bf  h'ifd 
the  latter  to  fubmit  his  accounts  for  the  public  fervice  the  very  day 
with  all  fpeed  to  the  infpection  of  that  he  received  it*    Mr.  Fox,  or* 
the  houfc  of  commons.    Theft  mo-  the  part  of  the  late  lord  Holland, 
lions  were  complained  of  by  Mr.  obferved,  that  for  himfclf  he  had 
Ri-by,    as   unaccompanied  with  finer  the  death  of  Mr.  Powcl  bee  a 
thoie  civilities  which  were  always  deterred  from  a  (Turning  the  execu- 
obferved  ii^parliament  upon  fuch  tor  (hip,  when  he  faw  that  men  in 
©c  cations.    The  motions,  though  that  houfe  were  made  objects  of  fa- 
Mr.  Rigby  had  not  the  fc&llcrl  ob«»  vour  or  perfecution  to  minitleri  ac* 
jec^ion  to  their  fitbftance,  were  un-  cording  to  the  fide  they  took  in 
doubtedl>  in  a  high  degree  pcrfonal,  public  affairs.    He  however  added 
aotwkhftanding  which  Mr.  Ken  yon  that  the  office  would  probably  be 
had  not  thought  proper  to  commit-  immediately  accepted  by  his  bro- 
Bicate  them,  or  to  give  the  lcaft  ther,  colonel  Fox,   who  had  not 
intimation  of  them  to  Mr.  Rigby,  yet  been  more  than  ten  days  irt 
previouily  to  their  being  brought  England.  • 
forward.  The  attorney-general  cx«       tn  1 8th  of  February,  and  pre- 
cufed  himfclf  for  tnis  omitfion  as  a  viouily  10  the  houfe  of  commons 
thing  merely  accidental.    He  went  going  into  the  quetHon  cf  the  orcl- 
on  to  obferve,  that  the  obligations  nance  fupply  whieh  llood  for  that 
of  his  oath  of  office  were  fuch  as  day,  Mr.  Pitt  thought  proper  to  ac* 
not  to  fuffer  him  to  admit  of  the  mi-  quaint  them,  not  as  a  meflage  from 
•uteft  delay  in  a  bufinefs  of  fo  the  king,  but  as  a  piece  of  informa* 
much  confeqoence  to  the  public,  tion  that   he   conceived  himfclf 
He  charged  Mr.  Rigby  with  having  pledged  to  communicate,  that  his 
violated    a  promife  that  he  had  majcltv  had  nor  yet  in  compliance 
made  him  when  formerly  in  office,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  pa\ing  in  the  balances  in  his  thought  proper  to  difmifs  his  minif- 
hands  in  a  few  months  ;   inftead  of  fersy  and  that  his  minillcrs  had  not 
which  he  had  found  the  opporuw  rcfigned. 

nity  of  obtaining  from  a  favourable       This  information  brought  up  Mr* 

board  of  trcafury  the  farther  futn  of  Fox,  who  delivered  himfclf  upon 

l40,o-;cl.  in  addition  to  200,00  1.  the  occalion  with  a  vehemence  and 

al'cady  in  his  poflbtlion.     '1  he  at-  torrent  of  eloquence  that  may  be 

<orney«^crtcral  add- d.  that  he  had  more  cafily  conceived  than  delcrib- 

not  found  lefs  difficulty  with  refpect  ed.    He  heard  the  declaration  of 

eo  the  balances  <i  the  late  lord  Mr.  Pitt  with  the  greatcri  alWifli. 

Hol'artd  than  of  Mr.  Rigby,    Mr.  ment  and  concern.    It  was  a  lan- 

Rigby  however  in  reply  alfurcdthc  guage  that  hotrtc  had  ne*er  heard 

houfe  that  he  h;»d  made  no  fuch  iincc  the  revolution,  or  at  lcall  fine* 

promife  as  that  to  which  Mr.  r'.e-  the  accc&on  of  the  prefcr.t  royal 

»yon  alluded.    He  added,  that  it  fam'ly.    V\  hat  was  it  out  a  flat  and 

was  impoffiblc  in  the  jn-cfent  fc;*e  peremptory  negative  to  the  lcnti- 

of  pecuniary  transactions  in  this  meius  and  withes  of  the  houfo  of  • 

country  to  taife  a  lar^e  fum  <  f  common  ,  who  on  their  part  had 

money  but  to  the  great  ell  difad»an-  employed  every  camion  and  every 

tagc  ;  and  he  expatiated  on  the  un-  delicacy?    In  what  fi  tuatum  then 

fairnefs   of   the   all n lion   to   the  was  this  branch  of  the  Icgifaif  e 

140,00c!.  which  Mr.  Kenyon  well  invoWed  ?    To  wh«  a  degre*  0/ 
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jnfignSficanee  were  the  reprefenta-   had  no  parallel  on  the  face  of  the 
fives  of  the  people  and  the  people    earth,  tor  the  fulv.it ion  of  whatever 
themfelvcs  reduced  ?  Could  it  be   they  molt  valued  as  men  and  as 
faid  that  they  had  any  longer  the    Englilhmen,  lor  all  tho.c  rights, 
1*  alt  inllueiKX  in  the  conniturion  ot    which,  having  derived  unimpaired 
the  counriy  ?    He  would  anfvver    from  their  anccltors,  it  was  their 
boidly  and  to  the  point.    In  his   duty,  their  honour  and  their  pride 
opinion  the  matter  was  nearly  at  a    to  trait  (mil  unfullicd  to  pofterity, 
crilis.    Miniflcrs,  he  readily  perr    to  deliberate  on  what  was  pall,  on 
ceived,  had  in  their  deli  n  to  irritate   their  prelent  fuuatto;-,  and  on  the 
the  houfc,  to  drive  them  from  the    probable  termination  of  the  fcene 
wholefome  and  temperate  ground   before  them.    The  point  at  iflue 
they  had  hither.o,  occupied,  and  to    admitted  of  no  parley  whatever, 
force  them  to  dilrcputable  cxtremi-   It  was  decided  by  one  party :  the 
tics.  He  trolled  however,  that  the   other  had  no  alternative  but  toren» 
lirmncfs  and  magnanimity  of  that  vir-   der  their  deciiion  as  wide,  as  refpefil  • 
tuou*  ard  refpectahlc  majority,  who    able  and  as  effective,  as  the  fituation 
had  gone  fo  tar  and  done  l'o  much,    in  which  rhey  Hood,  and  the  crncr* 
would  notdefert  them  upon  fo  criti-    gencies  with  which  they  were  fur- 
ca' and  trying  an  occafion.  He  trulkd    rounded.      The  fort  of  hoftility 
they  would  lace  i he  difficulties  they    which  the  minitW  had  ftatcd  to 
had  to  furmount  with  refolution  and    fublilt  between  the  crown  and  that 
dignity.  There  was  evidently  danger   houfc,  could  not  but  give  Something 
in  every  ilep,  and  it  l«ecamc  them  to    Jikc  a  new  turn  to  men's  feelings 
think  once  and  a^ain  before  they    and  ideas.    He  confclled  it  to  have 
avktcd.    He  called  on  them  to  conr    imprcfled  him  with  the  moll  awful 
fidcr  under  what  a  description  they    apprehenfions.  And  was  this  a  flatc 
would  henceforth  fit  in  that  houfe,    of  mind  favourable  to  the  difcufliori 
on  the  fuppotition  that  the  contclt    of  a  que  (lion  which  involved  the 
ended  in  tavour  of  the  mefent  mi-    character,  the  attributes,  and  tit* 
niiiry.     Did  it  not  reduce  them  to   exigence  of  the  popular  branch  of 
a  (fate  of  the  mod  perfect  nonentity    the  comiitution  ?    He  begged  to 
and    insignificance  ?    Did   k   not    declare  for  one,  that  he  was  not 
make  them  as  little,  as  ever  their    yet  ripe  for  a  ftrong  meafure.  Hi« 
ancetfors  hud  made  them  great  ?    faculties  were  in  a  (late  of  fufpen- 
Did  it  not  (trip  them  of  all  the    fion  by  what  he  had  heard,  which 
powers  and  privileges  wirh  which    allowed  him  not  to  fay  what  wai 
fime,  the  conlHtution  and  the  pco-    moft  proper.  Whether  they  fliou Id 
pie  of  England  had  verted  them,    go  immediately  into  a  deciiion^ 
and  bring  them  back  to  that  origi-    which  would  finally  fettle  the  dif- 
nal  inlignificance  in  which  fomc  of   pute  between  the  privileges  of  par* 
our  hillorians  had  affected  to  place    liament  and  the  prerogative  of  the 
them?    And  was  it  not  In  fuch  a    crown,  or  whether  fomc  anterior 
progrefs  of  dcgrada>ion  as  this,  that    (rep  might  not  be  deemed  more  elU 
the  houfe  was  intereftcd  in  making    gible,  what  mud  bethe  nature  of  thii 
a  fiand,  and  exerting,  with  all  its    ftep,  and  wheiher  two  or  two  hund- 
remaining  vigour,  its  lall  efforts  in    red  expedients  might  be  moft  advif- 
\ts  own  prcfervahon  ?  He  therefore    able,  were  qucltions  to  which  in  the 
urged  them,  by  their  regard  for  the    prefent  (late  of  his  mind  he  dared 
fxccllcace  of  a  government,  which   not  haiard  any  aulwcr  whatever, 

F  £  The 
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The  hcfitation  of  eight  and  forty 
hours  could  not  much  affeti  thcbu- 
Unefs  of  the  country  one  way  or  ano- 
ther, and  it  was  a  refpite  which  every 
profpec't  that  could  be  taken  of  pub- 
lic affairs  abundantly  jultified.  Mr. 
J'ox  concluded  with  moving  that 
the  houl'c  fhould  adjourn  to  the  20th 
Snftaut,  which,  after  fome  debate, 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
majority  of  12. 

The  difpute  which  had  fo  long 
engaged  the  public  attention  and 
curiolity  was  now  brought  within 
a  narrow  compafs.  There  were  but 
two  mcafures,  that,  after  what  had 
already  been  done,  remained  to  be 
adopted,  and  in  neither  of  thefe 
was  there  much  profpect  of  Succefs. 
1  o  go  up  to  the  throne  from  time 
to  time  with  addrcfles  and  repre- 
sentations was  only  to  incrcafe  the 
contempt iblcnels  and  humility  of 
their  Situation.  To  come  openly 
and  directly  to  a  refufal  of  the  Sup- 
plies was  undoubtedly  in  moll  cafes 
to  obtain  a  decifion  in  their  favour. 
But  this  ultimate  rcfource,  which 
ourconliitution  had  provided  for  the 
-Ijreateft  extremities,  was  regarded 
jrith  a  kind  of  fuperftitiou*  vene- 
ration and  dread,  which  were  cal- 
tulstcd  in  alrholt  every  Situation  to 
prevent  men  from  employing  it. 
it  bore  a  refcmblance,  though  an 
incomplete  rcfemblancc,  to  the  un- 
ilieathing  the  fword  of  war,  and  to 
the  events  by  which  in  the  preceding 
century  the  conftitution  of  this 
country  had  for  a  time  been  »lef- 
troyed.  In  this  view  it  was  icgard- 
ed  by  the  people  at  large  ;  and  that 
people,  who  -had  already  declared 
themfelvcs  with  confiderable  ex- 
plicitnefs  in  favour  of  the  prefent 
and  againft  the  late  administration, 
were  not  in  a  temper  to  endure 
So  violent  a  proceeding.  Betide 
this,  the  continually  decaying  ma- 
jorities by  which  o)>pofition  carried 
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their  mcafures,  and  which  were 
partly  diininilhed  by  a  kind  of  ma- 
nagem  nt  and  deference  to  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  partly  from 
certain  other  ciicumftances  inSepa; 
rablc  from  the  character  of  human 
nature,  plainly  and  unequivocally 
announced  that  the  adherents  of  the 
ex-mini fters  were  not  prepared  to 
follow  them  to  the  laft  exticm  tics. 
From  this  moment  therefore  the 
quclHon,  as  a  matter  of  doubt,  he- 
iitution  and  fufpenoe,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  already  over.  What 
remains  only  exhibits  ro  us  the 
exertion  of  brilliant  and  uncommon 
talents,  full  of  refourees,  and  Su- 
perior  to  the  influence  of  events,  in 
a  caufe  alrcadv  defperate. 

Inftead  of  deprecating  the  refufal 
of  the  Supplies,  as  may  naturally  be 
believed,  minillcrs  were  prompt  to 
urge  and  eager  to  impute  a  detign 
of  this  kind  to  the  other  fide  ot  the 
honfe    In  the  debates  that  were 
brought  on     this  imputation,  Mr. 
Fox  CAprelTed  his  ideas  upon  the  Sub- 
jedt  in  a  clear  and  explicit  manner. 
That  the  power  of  withholding  the 
Supplies  was  a  weapon  with  which 
the  contiittition   had   armed  that 
h6ufc,  and  that  it  was  warrantable 
for  them  to  wield  it  upon  cve  y 
proper  occalion,    was   a  maxim 
founded  in  undeniable  truth,  and  a 
maxim  which  he  would  never  aban- 
don.   That  the  Supplies  ought  not 
to  be  withheld  lightly*  wantonly 
and  raflily,  was  an  aflei  t  on  that  he 
had  repeatedly  m  ule,  and  of  which 
no  man  felt  a  fuller  conviction. 
The  quetiion  I  >y  therefore  wholly 
in  trc  expediency  of  its  excicife, 
1  he  prefent  come  ft  was  clearly  a 
ftrugglc  between  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown  and  the  privileges  of  the 
people.    )n  defence  of  thefe  par- 
liament was  bound  to  exctt  every 
nerve  of  the  power  with  which  it 
wasconAuutjonally  veltcd.  Mr.  Fox 
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lowerer  had  a  rcafon  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,    uhich  decided  in  his 
mind  that  the  fupplies  ought  not 
to  be  refufed,  but  which  might 
itrike  the  houfe  as  a  paradox.  He 
kad  not  fufheient  confidence  in  the 
minifters  of  the  day  to  withhold 
the  fupplies.    If  he  were  inclined 
to  propofe  their  being  withheld, 
he  fhould  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  a  re- 
cent and  refpectable  precedent.  In 
the  year  1782,  lord  Caroclford  had 
distinctly  and  avowedly  moved  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  no  fijpply 
ih<>uld  be  granted.    And  what  was 
it  that  induced  him  to  venture  upon 
fo  decifive  a  meafure  ?    1  he  rcafon 
was  obvious  to  every  man  in  the 
houfe.    He  knew  the  temper,  the 
principles  and  the  difpoiition  of 
the  nobleman,  who  then  directed 
the  affairs  of  his  country,  better 
than  to  fuppofe  him  capable  of 
fetting   that    houfe   at  defiance* 
Much  as   he  oppofed  him,  and 
ilrong  as  the  language  was,  which, 
in  the  heat  of  debate,  he  had  u  ed, 
tiill  he  was  well  aware,  that  lord 
North  had  a  greater  refpeft  for  the 
conftitution,  than  to  oppofe  his  offi- 
cial exigence  to  the  decided  opi- 
nion of  a  majority  in  parliament. 
He  by  no  means  intended  to  throw 
the  country  into  confufion  ;  but  he 
had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  pa- 
triotifm  of  that  nobleman,  of  whom 
in  other  refpecls  he  thought  very 
ill,  that  he  hefitatcd  not  to  believe, 
that  he  would  not  remain  in  office 
after  the    fupplies   fliould  have 
been  refufed,  but  that  he  would 
quit  his  iituation,  and  in  a  mi- 
nute all    would   again    be  har- 
tnony  and  peace.    But  it  was  not 
fo  with   the   prefeut  adminiflra- 
tion.    The  houfe  had  not^  reliance 
enough  on  the  public  fpirit  of  mi- 
nifters  to  promife  themfclves  any 
fuccefs  in  fuch  a  meafure  The 
qiiniiler's  lov.e  for  the  cpnlUtution 
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was  not  fufficiently  vifihle  to  in- 
duce them  to  rifiiue  t.»e  experi- 
ment. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  declara- 
tions on  the  part  of  oppoli  ion,  fc- 
veral  delays  in  the  bulincis  of  fup- 
ply  were  however  created  by 
them.  'I  heir  only  reafon  for  thcte  ^ 
delavs  was,  as  they  fiid,  to  obtain 
time  for  thcmfVIvcs  to  rake  fuch 
meafuresof  another  defc  ipiion  a$ 
tbey  fliould  judge  proper.  And 
indeed  the  menace  of  a  difrolution  ♦ 
appeared  to  be  fo  inccflantly  fuf» 
pended  over  the  heads  of  parlia- 
ment, as  to  render  it  extremely 
doubtful,  whether  or  no  their  career 
might  not  be  broken,  previoully  to 
their  having  drawn  out  every  re- 
fou*ce  they  might  be  able  to  invent. 
It  was  however  afTerted  by  mi- 
ni ftcrs  that  the  tendency  of  every 
f»ep  in  this  p  ocraftination  was  to 
flop  the  fupplies'  It  was  the  aim 
of  oppofition  to  found  the  minds 
of  gentlemen,  to  feel  the  pulfc  of 
their  partif.ins,  and,  provided  they 
Ihould  be  able  fo  far  to  delude  and 
impofe  upon  them,  to  urge  them 
to  the  mod  defperate  extremities. 
Thefe  charges,  as  they  were  urged 
with  much  promptitude  and  con- 
fidence, fo  they  appear  to  have 
made  a  deep  imprelfion  upon  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis,  and  of  the  nation  at 
large. 

On  the  20th  of  February  a  mo- 
tion was  made  bv  Mr.  Thomas 
Powys,  and  fcconJed  by  Mr.  Huf- 
fey,  **  That  that  houfe  relied  upon 
the  wifdom  and  paternal  regard  of 
the  fovercign,  tlv.t  he  would  take 
fuch  mcafures  as  might  tend  to  j;ive 
efVe&  to  the  wifhes  of  his  fait- 
ful  commons."  The  motion  was 
amended  by  Mr.  Eden,  in  order  to 
the  exprelfing  the  fame  44  con* 
fidence  that  be  would  remove  every 
obflacle  to  the  formation  of  fuch  an 
F  4  »d»H- 
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adminitl ration  as  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons had  declared  to  be  requifue." 
*l  he  qucliion  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  20,  and  it  was  followed 
up  by  a  motion  or*  Mr.  Fox  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  king,  in  the  words  of 
the  resolution,  which  ihoukl  be 
prefented  by  the  whole  houfe.  T  he 
motion  was  carried  by  nearly  the 
fame  majority,  i  he  addrefs  was 
prefented  on  the  z$t\\  iniiant,  when 
the  king  returned  the  lolloping 
an  liver? 

"  Gentlemen, 
"  I  am  deeply  fenHble  how 
highly  it  concerns  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  and  the  welfare  of  my 
people,  which  is  thet>bjeM  always 
uearell  my  heart,  that  the  public 
affairs  fiiould  be  conducted  by  a 
firm,  efficient,  united,  and  extended 
adminittr.tion,  entitled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  my  people,  and  Inch  as 
mav  have  a  tendency  to  put  an 
end  to  the  unhappy  divifions  and 
diftraftions  in  this  country.  Very 
recent  endeavours  have  already 
been  employed,  on  my  part,  to 
Unite  in  the  public  fervk e,  on  a 
fair  and  equal  footing,  thofe  whofc 
joint  efforts  appear  to  me  nsoit  ca- 
pable of  producing  that  h:ippy 
effect:  thelc  endeavours  h;:ve  not 
had  the  fuccefs  I  wiflicd.  1  ("hall 
be  always  defirous  of  taking  every 
itep  motf  conducive  to  fuch  an  ol  - 
ject ;  bin  I  cannot  fee  that  i-  would, 
in  any  degree,  be  advanced  by  the 
difmiflion  of  thofe  at  p relent  in  my 
fcrvice. 

"  I  obferve,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  there  is  no  charge  or  complaint 
fuggeftcd  aga'nll  my  pre  ent  n>i- 
niilers,  nor  is  any  one  or  more  of 
them  fpecificaily  olvcfie d  to  ;  and 
num.!  r rs  of  my  fubjecis  have  ev- 
prefled  to  mc,  in  the  warmed  man- 
ner, their  faiisfaclion  in  the  late 
changes  !  have  made  in  my  coun- 
cils.   Under  thele  circumnanccs, 
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I  truft  my  faithful  commons  will 
not  wifh  that  the  eifcnrial  offices 
or  executive  government  fliould  be 
vacated,  until  1  fee  a  profpect  that 
fuch  a  plan  of  union  as  I  h«vc 
called  for,  and  they  have  pointed 
our,  may  be  carried  into  eflel." 

A  fecond  addrrfs  was  naoved  on 
the  fin!  day  of  March*  and  in  the 
fame  manner  agreed  to  by  the  houfe 
by  a  majority  of  12.  The  tenour 
ot  the  addrefs  uas  "Moil  humbly 
to  reprcfent  to  his  majefty  the  fatb- 
fa*.Tion  his  faithiul  commons  derive 
from  the  late  mo'i  gracious  affirm- 
ances we  have  received  that  h'n 
majefiy  concurs  with  us  in  opinion, 
that  it  concerns  the  honour  of  hit 
crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  peo- 
ple, that  the  public  aiVairs  fliould 
be  conducted  by  a  firm,  efficient, 
extended,  united  adminiltration,  en- 
titled to  the  confidence  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  fuch  as  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  put  an  end  tothc  unhap- 
py divifions  and  din  ructions  of  this 
country. 

'*  To  acknowledge  his  ma  jetty's 
paternal  go.wlntfs  in  his  late  moll 
gracious  endeavours  to  give  effect 
to  the  object  of  our  late  dutiful  le- 
prefcntation  to  his  ma  jelly. 

"  1  o  lament  that  the  failure  of 
thefe  his  maiclTy's  moll  gracious 
endeavours  fliouid  be  confidercd  as 
a  final  bar  to  the  accompliCimcnt 
of  fo  falutary  and  delirable  a  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  to  cxprcls  our  concern 
and  difappointment  that  his  ma- 
jelly  has  not  been  adviud  to  take 
any  farther  iicp  towards  uniting 
in  the  public  fervjee  thofe  whole 
joint  efforts  have  recently  appeared 
to  his  ma  .city  molt  capable  of  pro- 
ducing fo  happy  an  effect. 

"  That  1  his  houfe,  with  all  hu- 
mility, claims  ir  as  their  ri^hr.  and 
on  every  proper  occahon  feel-  it  to 
be  their  b:«unden  duty,  to  udvife 
his  msjefiy  touching  the  ixercife 
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afty  branch  of  his  royal  prero- 
gative. 

44  That  we  fubmit  it  to  his  ma- 
jefly's  royal  enmideratiou,  that  the 
continuance  of  an  adminitt ration 
which  docs  not  poliefs  the  confi- 
dence of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  mult  be  injurious  to  the 
public  fervscc. 

44  That  this  houfe  can  hare  no 
interei:  di.iinct  and  feparate  from 
that  of  their  coniiituents  ;  and  that 
they  therefore  feel  thcmfelves  call- 
ed upon  to  repeat  thofe  loyal  and 
dutiiul  allurances  they  have  al- 
ready exprelicd  of  their  reliance  on 
hi*  majcuy's  paternal  ies'ard  for  the 
welfare  of  hi*  people,  that  his  ma- 
jelly  would  gracioully  enable  them 
to  execute  thofe  important  truft* 
whicii  the  conftitution  has  veiled 
in  them,  with  honour  to  them- 
lelves  and  advantage  to  the  public, 
by  the  formation  of  a  new  admi- 
niltration,  appointed  under  cir- 
cunulanccs  which  m  iy  tend  to  con- 
ciliate the  minds  ot  his  faithful 
commons,  and  to  give  energy  and 
•     fiabi;ity  to  his  maje fly's  councils. 

44  Tuat  as  his  maje  ly's  faithful 
commons,  upon  the  maturelt  deli- 
beration, cannot  but  confider  the 
continuance  of  the  prefent  mini- 
vers as  an  infurmountable  obltacle 
to  his  majeily'b  gracious  purpofc  to 
comply  with  their  wiir.es,  in  the 
formation  of  fuch  an  adininiftrar 
tion  as  his  majefty,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Ainanimous  resolution  of 
this  houfe,  feem*  to  think  rcquilite 
in  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the 
country  :  they  lcel  thcinfeives 
bound  to  remain  firm  in  the  wMi 
expreffed  to  his  majefty  m  their 
late  humble  adtl'cfs  ;  and  do  there- 
fore Gnd  then  f  Ives  obliged  again 
to  befeech  l  is  majclly,  that  he 
would  be  gracioully  pleated  to  lay 
tfcc  inundation    ot  a  ilrong  a  ad 
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liable  goTernment,  by  the  previous 
removal  of  his  present  minillcrs.'* 

'J  he  anfwer  of  the  king,  which 
was  delivered  on  the  4th,  and  taken, 
into  the  conhde ration  of  the  houfe 
on  the  Sth  inftant,  was  as  follows  : 
44  Gentlemen, 

**  I  have  already  expreffed  to 
you  how  l'cniible  I  am  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  fuch 
an  adminilt  ration  as  was  pointed 
out  in  your  unanimous  rcfolution  ; 
and  I  allured  you,  that  I  was  de- 
lirotis  of  talcing  every  ftcp  mojSt 
conducive  to  fuch  an  object. 

**  I  remain  in  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  ;  but  I  continue  equally  con- 
vinced, that  it  i3  an  object  not 
likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  dif- 
mifiion  of  my  prefent  minifler*. 

44  I  mu<l  repeat,  that  no  charge, 
or  complaint,  nor  any  fpecinc  ob- 
jection, is  yet  made  agaiult  any  of 
them. 

44  If  there  were  any  fuch  ground 
for  their  removal  at  prefent,  it  ought 
to  be  equally  a  rcalon  for  not  ad- 
mitting them  as  a  part  of  that  ex- 
tended and  united  ad  mi  nill  ration 
you  Hate  to  be  rcquifite. 

44  I  did  not  Tonlider  the  failure 
of  my  recent  endeavours  as  a  final 
bar  to  the  accompiilhmcnt  of  tho 
purpofc  which  I  had  in  view,  if  it 
could  have  .been  attained  on  thofe 
principles  of  fairnefs  and  equality, 
without  which  it  can  neither  be 
honourable  to  thofe  who  are  con- 
cerned, nor  lay  the  foundation  of 
fuch  a  Orong  and  liable  govern- 
ment as  may  be  of  lading  advan- 
tage to  the  country  ;  but  I  know 
of  no  farther  fleps  which  I  can 
fake,  that  are  likely  to  remove  the 
difficulties  which  obltruct  that  de- 
ft rable  end. 

44  I  have  never  called  in  queftion 
the  right  of  my  faithful  commons 
|o  offer  mc  ihcir  advice  on  every 
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proper  occafion,  touching  the  cxer-  fen  tat  ion  be  prefented  to  his  ma- 
cifc  of  any  branch  or  my  preroga-  jelly,  molt  humbly  to  teftify  the 
tivc.  I  (ball  be  ready,  at  all  times,  furprize  and  affliction  of  this  hoitfc 
10  receive,  and  give  it  the  molt  at-  on  receiving  the  anfwer  which  his 
tcntive  conudeiation  :  they  will  majcuVs  miniiiers  have  advifed  to 
ever  find  me  difpofed  to  (hew  my  the  dutiful  and  fcafonable  addrefs 
regard  to  the  true  principles  of  the  ol  this  houfe,  concerning  one  of 
contUtution,  and  to  take  fuch  mca-  the  moil  important  acts  of  his  ma- 
tures as  may  bcil  conduce  to  the  jefty's  government, 
iatisiattion  and  profperity  of  my  44  To  exprefs  our  concern,  that 
people."  when  his  majelty 's  paternal  good- 
The  meafure  of  addrcfling  the  nefs  has  gr..cioufiy  inclined  his  ma- 
fbrcrci^n  having  been  fully  tried,  jelly  to  be  fenliblc  of  the  advan- 
and  it  now  appearing  unqueilion-  tagc  to  be  derived  from  fuch  an  ad- 
able  that  every  farther  experiment  mimliration  as  was  pointed  out  in 
would  be  ufclefs  and  nugatory,  our  refolution,  his  majelty  Ihould 
Mr.  Fox  obferved  to  the  houfe  that  11411  be  induced  to  prefer  the  opi- 
he  had  had  lbme  thoughts  of  mOv-  nions  of  individuals  to  the  repeated 
ing  them  to  come  to  a  refolution,  advice  of  the  rcurcfentatives  of  his. 
declaring  44  'J  hat  they  would  con-  people  in  paihament  allcmbld, 
iider  any  man  as  an  enemy  to  his  with  refpeft  to  ihc  means  of  ob- 
councy,  who  Ihould  advife  ihe  fo-  Mining  fo  defirable  an  end. 
rercign  to  continue  his  prefent  ad-  44  To  reprefent  to  his  majelty 
ministration."  He  was  encouraged  that  a  preference  of  this  nature  it 
to  this  meafure  by  a  mod  refpect-  as  injurious  to  the  true  interciU  of 
able  precedent,  which  had  been  the  crown,  as  it  is  wholly  rcpug- 
iurnifheu  by  the  houfe  of  commons  nant  to  the  fpirit  of  our  tree  con- 
at  the  time  that  they  put  an  end  to  ftttution  ;  that  fyllems  founded  on 
the  American  war,  though  the  king  fuch  a  preference  ;ire  not  m  truth 
had  at  that  time  returned  an  anfwer  enti-cly  new  in  this  country  ;  that 
coflfidcrably  favourable  and  gra-  they  hav  been  the  cJiaraclleriilic 
cious  to  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe,  feature?  of  thole  unfortunate  reigns, 
which  had  previoufly  been  prefent-  the  maxims  ot  which  are  now  jutl- 
ed  on  the  lame  fubjecl:.  By  the  ly  and  univei Tally  exploded  ;  while 
earned  advice  of  fome  of  his  his  majelty  and  his  royal  progeni- 
friends  however  he  had  been  in-  tors  have  been  fixed  in  the  hearts 
duced  to  give  up  thisdcfign.  What  of  their  people,  and  have  com- 
hc  intended  to  bring  forward  was  manded  the  refpect  and  admiration 
nor  an  addrefs,  but  an  humble  re-  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  by 
prefentaiion,  f  nee  to  that  no  an-  a  con  il  ant  an»<  uniform  attention  to 
fwer  was  cullomary.  He  wilhr  the  advice  of  their  commons,  bow- 
ed lor  no  anfwer  becaufe  nothing  ever  advei  ie  fuch  advice  may  have 
was  fo  unfecmly,  nothing  could  been  to  the  opinions  of  the  execu- 
dif',race  us  f<>  much  in  the  eyes  of  tivc  ferva  tsof  the  crown. 
Europe  and  the  world,  as  to  fee  the  4<  To  allure  his  majelty  that  wc 
king  and  the  parliament  of  Kng-  neither  have  difputcd,  nor  mean, 
l;incl  wrangling  abcut  words,  and  in  any  inltancc,  to  difputc,  much 
engaged  in  a  ;v  tty  and  unmeaning  let's  to  deny,  his  majcliy'b  undoubr7 
logomachy.  Mr.  Fox  accordingly  cd  .prerogative  of  appointing  to  the 
rnQvcd,  "  That  arv  humble  rcrie-  executive  offices  ol  ila:e  fuch  per- 
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fons  as  to  his  mnjeft's  wifdom 
£fiall  feem  meet :  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  we  mull,  with  all  hu- 
mility,  asrain  fubmit  to  his  ma- 
jetty's  royal  wifdom,  that  no  admi- 
nitlration,  however  legally  appoint- 
ed, can  lcrvc  his  majtlty  and  the 
public  with  effect  which  docs  rot 
enjoy  the  confidence  ot  this  houfe  : 
that  in  his   majell)  's  prcfent  ad- 
miniftratlon  we  cannot  confide  :  the 
c  rcumftances  under  which  it  was 
conftituted,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  continues,  have  created 
jult  fufpicions  in  the  breads  of  his 
faithful  commons,  that  principles 
are  adopted,  and  views  entertained, 
unfriendly  to  the  privileges  of  this 
houfe,  and  to  the  freedom  of  our 
excellent   conlthution  ;   that  we 
have  made  no  charge  againft  any 
of  them,  becaufe  it  is  their  removal, 
and  not  their  puniflimcnt,  which 
we  have  defired  ;  and  that  vvc  hum- 
bl;  conceive  w<  are  warranted,  by 
the  ancient  ufage  ot  this  houfe,  to 
ocurc  fuch  removal  without  making 
any  charge  whatever ;  that  confi- 
dence may  be  very  prudently  with- 
held, where  no  criminal  procefs 
can  be  properly  infti.uted  :  that  al- 
though we  hsrve  made  no  criminal 
charge  again  *  any  individual  of  his 
majctly's  miniucrs.  vet,  with  all 
humility,  wc  do  conceivr ,  that  we 
have  itated  to  his  mnjefty  very  di- 
itincl  objections,  and  very  forcible 
reafons,  againll  ther  continuance  : 
that  with  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  admitting  c:ther  the  prefent  mi-- 
niltcrs,  or  an «  other  perlbns,  as  a 
part  of  that  extended  and  united 
adminiltration,  which  his  majeliy, 
in  concurrence  with  the  fentimcnts 
of  this  houfe,  confiders  as  requi- 
tite ;  it  is  a  point  upon  which  wc 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
bounds  of  our  duty  to  prefumc  to 
offer    ny  advice  to  his  majefty, 
well  knowipg  it  to  be  the  undoubt- 
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cd  prerogative  of  his  ma'efly  to  ap- 
point his  nmiitien  without  any 
previous  advi.e  from  cither  houte 
ot  parliament;  and  our  duty  hum- 
bly to  offer  1 1  his  majefty  our  ad- 
vice, when  fuch  appointments  fliall 
appear  to  js  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
public  fcrvice. 

14  To  acknowledge,  with  grati- 
tude, his  majciry's  goodnefs  in  not 
confidering  tht  failure  of  his  recent 
endeavours  as  a  final  bar  to  the  ac- 
complilhmcnt  of  rhe  gracious  nur- 
pole  which  his  majeiiy  has  in  view, 
and  to  exprds  i he  great  concern 
and  mortification  with  which  we 
find  ourfclvcs  obliged  t^>  declare, 
that  the  confolation  which  we 
fhould  naturally  have  derived  from 
his  majcily's  molt  gracious  difpofi- 
tion,  is  conlidcrably  abated  by  un- 
derlhmding  ih.it  his  majefty's  ad- 
vifcrs  have  not  thought  fit  to  iuc- 
Celt  to  his  maicliv  anv  f.rther  tlct>$ 
to  remove  the  difficulties  which  ob- 
iiruct  fo  deiir»ble  an  end. 

44  To  rccal  to  his  majefty's  re- 
collection, that  his  faithfu  com- 
mons have  :  1  ready  iubmirtcd  to 
his  ma  jelly,  mo"  humbly,  but  moll 
diitin'ily,  their  opin  on  upon  this 
fubject ;  that  they  c.«n  have  no  in- 
terclh  but  thofc  of  his  majeliy  and 
of  tneir  conltitucnts  ;  whereas  it  is 
necdlef*  to  fuggeft  to  his  majc^y's 
wifdom  and  di.eernmcnt,  that  in- 
dividual advifers  may  be  actuated 
by  very  different  motives. 

44  To  exprefs  our  moll  unfeigned 
gratitude  for  his  majefty's  royal  alTu- 
rances  that  he  does  not  call  in 
quell  ion  the  right  of  this  houfe  to 
olicr  their  advice  to  his  majefty  on 
every  proper  occalion,  touching 
the  excrcife  of  any  branch  of  his 
royal  prerogative,  and  of  his  ma- 
jefty's readinefs,  at  all  times,  to  re- 
ceive fuch  advice,  and  to  give  it 
the  molt  attentive  confidcration. 
44  To  declare  that  wc  lecognize 
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Jn  thefe  "gracious  cxp'cfnons  rhofc 
excellent  and  confhtutional  fenti- 
mcnts,  which  wc  have  ever  been 
accuftomcd  to  hear  from  the  throne 
fince  the  glorious  sria  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  which  have  peculiarly 
.characterized  his  m.ijelly',  and  the 
princes  of  his  illutlrious  houfe  ; 
but  to  lament  that  thefe  moll  gra- 
cious expreifions,  w  h  le  they  in- 
fpire  us  with  additional  a  fleet  ion 
and  gratitude  towards  his  majefty  s 
royal  perfon,  do  not  a  little  con- 
tribute to  increase  our  fufpicions  of 
thofe  men  who  have  advifed  his 
ma  jelly  in  direct  contradiction  to 
thefe  afiuranccs,  to  ncglcit  the  ad- 
vice ot  his  commons,  and  to  retain 
in  his  fervice  an  admini:' ration, 
whofe  continuance  in  cihee  we  have 
fo  repeatedly  and  to  diiUnetiy  con- 
itcmned. 

**  To  represent  to  his  majefty, 
that  it  has  anciently  been  the  prac- 
tice of  this  houle  to  withhold  fup- 
plies   until  grievances   were  re- 
drefted ;  and  that  if  we  wer.*  to 
follow  this  courfe  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  wc  ihould  b;  war- 
ranted in  our  proceeding,  as  well 
by  the  mott  approved  precedents, 
as  by  the  fpirit  of  the  conrtituticn 
itl'elf;  but  if,  in  con' deration  of 
thtf  very  pectiii.tr  exigencies  or  the 
times,  we  fliould  be  induced  to 
wave  for  the  prefent  "he  cxcrcifc, 
in  this  irruancc,  of  our  undoubted 
legal  and  contiitutional  mode  of 
obtaining  r:drcfs,  that  we  humbly 
implore  his  majelty  not  to  impute 
our  fort  cirancc  to  any  want  of 
iinccrity  in  our  complaints,  or  dil- 
trult.  in  the  jufticc  ot  our  cauic. 

44  That  wc  know,  and  are  (ure, 
that  the  profperity  of  his  majciiy*» 
dominions  in  former  timts  has 
been,  under  divine  providence, 
owing  to  the  harmony  which  has 
for  near  a  century  prevailed  unin- 
terruptedly between  the  crown  and 
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this  houfe.  That  we  at  e  convinced* 
that  there  is  no  way  to  extricate 
this  country  from  its  prefent  dif- 
ficulties, but  by  purfuing  the  fame 
fyitcm  to  which  wc  have  been  in- 
drbted  at  various  periods  of  o  ir 
hi  dory  for  our  fucceflcs  abroad, 
an.l  which  is  >t  all  times  fo  ncccf- 
fary  lor  our  tranquility  at  home. 
That  we  feci  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  adminillratton  to  be  an 
innovation  upo;i  that  happy  fylhm, 
41  1  hat  wc  cannot  out  expect, 
from  their  exigence  under  the  dif- 
phafurcof  this  houfe,  every  n»if- 
tortunc  naturally  incident  to  a  weak 
and  diilra*"d  government ;  that  ir 
wc  had  coi  cealed  from  his  majefty 
our  honclt  Sentiments  upon  this 
important  crins,  we  Hi  >uld  have 
been  in  fome  degree  refponliblc  for 
the  tnifchiefs  which  arc  but  too  cer- 
tain to  enfuc. 

44  That  we  have  done  our  duty 
to  his  majeily  and  our  conflituenta 
in  pointing  out  the  evij,  and  in 
humbly  imploring  redrefs  ;  that  the 
blame  and  refponlibility  mult  now 
lie  wholly  upon  thofe  who  havn 
pre  fumed  to  ad  vile  his  mtjeOy  to 
act  in  contr  idi-tion  to  the  uniform 
maxims  which  have  hitherto  go- 
verned the  conduct  of  bis  majeily, 
as  well  as  every  other  prince  of  hit 
illultrims  houfe  ;  upon  thofe  who 
have  difregarded  the  opinions,  and  • 
ne<»  letted  the  admonitions  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  his  people,  and 
who  have  thereby  attempted  to  fct 
up  a  new  fvllem  of  executive  ad  mi- 
ni It  rat  ion,  which,  waging  the  confi- 
dence oj  this  houfe,  and  a  "ting  in 
defiance  to  our  rcfolutions,  mutt 
prove  at  once  inadequate,  by  its 
inefficiency,  to  the  necelfary  objects 
ot  government,  and  dangerous,  by 
its  example,  to  the  liberties  of  tho 
people." 

I  he  motion  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  one, 
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it  was  now  fufhciently  evident   veral  days  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
that  the  vi&ory  of  admini  ft  ration    mons,  how  far  fuch  a  meafure  was 
was  already  fecure.     It  was  not   practicable  in  the  prefent  firuation 
however  till  the  next  day,  the  9th    of  affairs.    It  was  roundly  afTcrted 
of  March,  that  oppofition  may  be    by  lir  Adam  Fergufon,  prcvioufly 
faid  to  have  Uruck  their  colours,    to  ad  mini  ft  ration  s  having  carried 
and  furrendered  a  fortrefs,  which    their  laft  point,  that  the  army  might- 
tbey  had  defended  with  an  uncon-    be  legally  kept  up  in  the  kingdom, 
querablc  perfeverancc  and  fpirit,    even  without  the  palling  of  a  mu- 
that,  whether  we  chufe  to  afcribe    tiny  bill.    The  houfe  of  commons 
it  to  an  ardent  love  ei  their  coun-    had  already  voted  the  men,  ami 
try,  or  to  an  unbounded  and  inla-    it  had  alfo  voted  the  money  to  pay 
tiable  ambition,  has  few  examples    them.    Nothing  therefore  couid  at 
in  the  hiftory  of  pail  ages,  and    any  calculation  be  farther  ncceflary 
will  probably  be  rarely  imitated  by    than  the  confent  of  the  lords,  and 
pollerity.    The  ftco  to  which  we    then   the  crown   might  have  as 
allude  was  the  motion  which  was    army  in  this  country  with  the  con- 
made  for  a  long  mutiny  bill,  and    fent  of  parliament.    It  was  how- 
which  oppofition  fuffered  to  be  car-    ever  replied  by  oppofition,  that 
tied  without  a  divifion.    A  Ihort  the  army  could  not  be  maintained 
mutiny  bill  had  for  fome  time  bean   without  difciplinc,  and  discipline 
the  mcaiure  which  they  had  anr    couki  not  be  employed  without  a 
nounccti  as  their  lad  fecurity  againit    muriny  bill.    Nothing  fhort  of  an 
a  fudden  and  premature  diflblution.    act  of  parliament  could  deprive  an 
It  is  ever  with  confiderable  flow-   £ngliflimjn  of  his  inherent  birth- 
nefs  ar.d  reluctance,  that  men  are    ri^ht,  the  trial   by  jury.  This, 
brought  to  acknowledge  the  unpo-   they  ohferved,  was  lb  evidently  and 
pMiarity  of  their  own  fentlmcnts    incontrovertibly  true,  as  to  ftand  in 
••id  their  favourite  meafures.  The    the  preamble  of  every  mutiny  bill 
truth  however  in  the  prefent  cafe,    that  had  ever  exiltcd  in  this  coun- 
had  at  length  become  fo  palpable   try.    They  added,  that  the  votes 
and  refiltlefs  as  to  be  univerfally    or  the  houfe  of  commons,  unac- 
admittAl.    Jn  the  mean  time  it  was   companied  with  an  act  of  appro- 
atiirmcd  by  the  ex-rainifters,  that    priarion,  were  of  courfe  fuperfeded 
the  prefent  tide  of  popular  favour    by  every  prorogation  or  diflblu- 
ori^ina'cd  folcly  in  impofture  and    tion  of  parliament.    Hence  they 
defufion,  and  that  nothing  was  nc-    inferred,  that  even    though  the 
cclUrv    but  the  delay  of  a  few    mutiny  bill  fhould  pafs,  the  main- 
months,  to  bring  back  the  nation  tp    tenance  of  the  atmy  would  ftill  be 
that  fober  fenfe  and  that  found  dip*  illegal ;  and  now  that  the  meafure 
cemmcnt,  by  which  they  had  been    of  a  difinlution  was  totally  unne- 
fo  lon^ and  fo eminently  diliinguilh-   ceflary,  that  that  fide  of  the  houfe 
«d.    ttut  even  this  lalt  refouvce  wa3    had  explicitly  avowed  their  deter- 
given  upbyVhem,  and  the  whole   mination  to  fupport  and  forward 
c^p.tert  ceded  without  any  refcrve   the  bufincfa  of  iupply,  it  would  be 
in  the  afTair  of  the  mutiny  bill.         wholly  unjuftifiable  on  the  part  of 
It  was  now  generally  undcrftood    adininifttation.     If  adminittratioa 
that  the  prefent  parliament  was  ira-    dirlolvcd  the  parliament  in  the 
mediately  to  be  diflblved,  and  it   present  juncture,  it  would  be  un- 
vas  a  fubj*&  of  difculfion  for  fe.   queilionably  evident  that  they  were 

facri- 
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facrtfcin^  the  laws  of  their  coun«  inflexibility  and  oerfeveranee,  have* 

try  for  the  i'tkc  of  taking  advantage  of  courfe  extolled  it  as  a  perfect  and 

of  a  momentary  and  unfounded,  unblemilhed  model  of  heroic  vir- 

popjlarity,  and  that  they  dared  tue.    Others,   on    the  contrary, 

not'venture  the  danger  ot  annihi-  whofe  fufpicions  of  obftinacy  arc 

laiing  thcdclution  they  had  created,  as  rooted  and  violent,  as  the  preju- 

cven  by  bringing  forward  the  com-  dices  of  the  'ornv  r  are  unrcafon- 

mon  iupplies  and  the  neceflary,  able,  have  allowed  no  merit  to  the 

taxes  of  the  year.    Thefe  animad-  conttancv  of  the  minifter  in  the 

veriions  however  had  little  effect  purfuit  of  an  object,  which  they, 

upon  adminiil ration,  and  on  the  m  the  firit  inftance,  decided  to  be 

34th  day  of  March  the  parliament  unjuttitiablc  and  criminal.     It  may 

was  prorogued,  and  the  next  day  however  be  doubted,  whether  the 

dhTolved  by  royal  proclamation.  uniformity  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  fo 

In  the  fpecch  which  the  king  great,  as  either  the  admirers  or  the 
deliveied  from  the  throne  he  took  enemies  of  that  quality  have  fup- 
occation  to  obferve,  that  on  a  full  pofed  it  to  be.  It  may  reafonably 
confideration  of  the  prefent  fitua-  be  queftioned  wh-  ther  he  forefaw 
tion  of  affairs,  and  of  the  extraor-  the  end  Torn  the  beginning,  and 
dinary  circumttances  which  pro-  whether  he  did  not  ad  upon,  tr.c 
duced  it,  he  was  induced  to  put  an  principle  of  thofc  men,  who,  be- 
end  to  the  fitting  of  parliament,  lieving  they  have  engaged  inajuti 
He  felt  it  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  and  an  honourable  caufe,  pretend 
the  conftitution  and  to  the  country,  not  to  perceive,  and  puzzle  them- 
to  recur  as  fpcedily  as  pouible  to  (elves  not  with  the  invelKgation  of 
the  fenfe  of  his  people  by  the  mode  the  confcqucnces  of  their  exertions, 
of  a  general  election.  He  trutled  This  feems  to  have  been  the  mean- 
that  this  meafure  would  obviate  ing  of  the  reafonings  fo  often  re- 
the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  the  un-  peated  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  accepted 
happy  divilions  and  detractions  of  office  and  continued  in  it  fot  the 
that  had  lately  fubfilled,  and  that  fake  of  averting  the  pernicious  ef- 
the  important  objects  that  required  feels  of  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill,  and 
the  confideration  of  parliament  he  was  farisfied  that  no  mifchicf 
might  be  afterwards  proceeded  up-  could  refult  from  his  perfeverance, 
en  with  lefs  interruption  and  with  fo  greatly  to  be  dreaded  and  fo 
happier  effect.  He  could  have  no  much  to  be  deplored  asthofe  which 
other  object,  than  to  preferve  the  had  fo  lately  impended  over  his 
true  principles  of  the  contritution,  country.  Nor  is  it  probable,  either, 
and  to  employ  the  powers  intruded  that  when  the  minifter  authorifed 
to  him  by  law  for  the  only  end  for  Mr.  Bankc*  to  make  the  afTurances 
which  they  were  given,  the  good  we  have  related  upon  the  fubjedt  of 
of  his  people.  a  diffolution,  he  forefaw  that  he 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  fliould  be  the  advifcr  of  that  mea- 

courfe  of  this  long  and  important  fure  ;  or  that,  when  he  pointed  out 

conteft,  was  a  fubject  of  much  to  the  houfe  of  commons  two  con- 

animadverfion.    Thofc,  who  form  ftitutional  modes  of  removing  him 

their  opinion  from  fuccefs,  and  from  the  councils  of  his  fovereign, 

tho^e*  who  regard  every  proceeding  by  impeachment  or  by  addrefs,  Be 

^     admiration  that  is  marked  w ith  had  formed  the  derign  of  continuing 
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fa  office,  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
drefles  which  were  afterwards  pre- 
fented. 

There  are  a  few  mi  cellaneous 
circumftancrs  belonging  to  this  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  which,  in  or- 
der not  to  break  the  chain  of  con- 
nexion th  t  runs  through  xhis  me- 
monible  con* ell,  we  have  been  ob- 
liged to  poftpone  to  this  place.  It 
was  on  the  19th  of  December 
moved  by  Mr.  Lee,  the  king's  at- 
torney-general, that  the  affair  of 
fir  Thomas  Rumbold,  which  had 
fo  long  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  hou'e,  fliould  be  adjourned  to 
a  diOant  day,  with  the  intention  of 
its  being  altogether  dropped.  The 
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appointment  of  tk  e  new  administra- 
tion, which  took  place  about  the 
fame  time,  was  accompanied  with 
a  numerous  creation  of  peer*  ;  Mr. 
1  homas  Pitt,  of  the  elder  branch 
of  the  lam  ly  of  the  minitlcr,  be- 
ing created  lord  Caineltbrd  ;  A'Jr. 
Carteret,  lord  Carteret ;  Mr.  El- 
liot, lord  Elliot ;  and  foon  after 
the  diUbhition  lir  James  Lowtuer, 
carl  of  Lonfdale ;  fir  Thomas 
Egerton,  lord  Grey  ;  fir  Charles 
Cocks,  lord  Somcrs ;  Mr.  John  Par- 
ker, lord  Koringdon;  Mr.  Noel 
Hill,  lord  Berwick  ;  Mr.  Dutrou, 
lord  Sherborne  ;  and  lord  Bulkt-  ey, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  lord 
Bulkeley. 


CHAP.  V. 

Tranfafiions  :»   the   Eaf.    CnnqutH  and  Recovery  of  Can  are.  Proa 

vj  'ttb  Tipf*  '  D'jfiniiont  at  Madraf. .  Affairs  of  the  Province  0/ 
Bengal. 


IN  our  preceding  volume  we 
took  notice  of  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  affairs  of  India,  and 
exprctTed  our  anxiety  to  communi- 
cate to  our  readers  ajuO,  a  lucid 
and  accurate  idea  of  the  fubjecr. 
As  the  high  degree  of  attention  it 
demanded  of  us  was  in  fome  mca- 
fure  new,  we  were  able  to  do  no 
more  in  that  volume  than  to  fur- 
nilh  an  abridged  relation  of  the 
tranfattions  of  leveral  years.  The 
brevity  we  were  neccfiitated  to  con- 
fulr,  prevented  us  from  filling  up 
our  outline,  and  from  endeavour- 
ing to  trace  the  caufes  and  the  mo- 
tives, at  the  fame  time  that  we  ex- 
hibited the  external  face  of  affairs. 
We  have  now  1  fs  ground  to  tread 
over,  and  are  more  at  liberty  to 
explore  it  iu  all  its  parts.    The  na- 


tion hat  heard,  and  with  much 
truth,  from  the  heads  of  different 
political  parties,  that  there  was  «• 
great  deal  of  what  was  wrong  in 
India.  The  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic was  anxioufly  folicited  to  this 
quarter  of  the  gKibc  ;  and  the  ho- 
ne it  pride  of  Englilluncn,  and  the 
generous  humanity  of  our  com- 
mon  nature  were  interefted  in  the 
feencs  of  mifcry  and  confufion  that 
were  difplaycd,  and  the  various  re- 
medies that  were  fuggellcd.  It  is 
our  province,  not  to  decide  amon£ 
thefe  remedies,  each  the  produc- 
tion of  conliderablc  abilities,  but 
to  defcribc  the  fymptoms  of  the 
malady,  and  leave  the  rcil  to  the 
judgment  of  our  readcis.  We  feel 
no  p  rlonal  enmity  to  any  man. 
Wc  icfpect  the  abilities  of  Mr. 
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Haflirigs,  and  are  forward  to  aflert, 
that  if  he  has  done  wrong,  even 
the  errors  of  fo  elevated  a  charac- 
ter have  in  them  fomcthing  of  the 
fublirae  and  the  attractive.  But 
we  have  nothing  of  this  kind  to 
fuggeft  for  the  majority  of  his  fel- 
low-actors upon  this,  confpicuous 
fcene.  Mr.  Hailings  appears  a- 
mong  his  countrymen  in  India,  as 
a  Cortes  in  the  midft  of  Pizarros 
and  Almagros,  a  man  of  a  com- 
prehenfive  mind  in  the  midtt  of  the 
robbers  of  provinces  and  dellroy- 
ers  of  nations. 

There  is  a  vfew  of  our  fubjec't, 
which,-  as  it  is  calculated  to  give 
our  readers  a  juft  idea  of  its  value, 
we  beg  leave  to  mention.  The  hif- 
tory  that  falls  within  the  compafs 
of  our  prefent  volume,  if  it  be  not 
fplcndid,  and  do  not  foothe  and 
Hatter  the  pride  of  Engliftimen,  is 
yet  perhaps  more  inltructive,  and 
more  fertile  of  juft  and  accurate 
notions  upon  the  fubject,  than  ;my 
period  of  equal  length  from  the 
time  that  we  firrt  let  foot  in  Hin- 
doftan.  The  ftory  with  which  wc 
are  to  fct  out,  cannot  fail  to  re- 
mind our  readers  of  the  fir  ft  con- 
rjucfls  of  the  Spaniards  in  A  merica. 
They  have  there  been  obliged  to 
pity  an  innocent  and  virtuous,  but 
a  defencclcfs  and  unwarlike  people, 
under  the  cruel  h  ind  of  their  t«,>- 
preilbr?.  In  all  th  s  there  is  fome- 
thing  too  purely  melancholy,  and 
too  oppofite  to  all  the  genuine  feel- 
ings of  the  heart,  not  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  pain,  ;md  a  certain  intel- 
lectual humiliation,  without  an  ade- 
quate balance  of  pleafure.  In  the 
llory  of  the  conquell  and  rccovcry 
of  Canara  which  we  have  to  re- 
late, the  Spaniards  may  be  faid  to 
be  brought  a  fecond  time  upon  the 
1*ccne,  but  not  to  fit  down  in  fullen 
and  indole ut  prof  peri  ty  alter  all 
their  climes.     The  Spaniards  of 
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Britain  were  overtaken  in  the  nnuft 
of  their  career ;  and  he,  who  it 
more  of  a  man  than  an  Englifli* 
man,  will  rejoiee  in  the  irregular 
and  unmeafurcd,  but  at  the  fame 
time  the  juft  and  merited  vengeance 
that  was  inflicted  upon  themby  the 
prince  whofe  dominions  they  were 
ravaging. 

The  campaign  of  i  783  was  open- 
ed   in    the    kingdom    of  Canara 
by    brigadier-general  Matthew?, 
with  the  llorm  of  Onorr,  on  the 
5th  of  January.    The  dn<ma  com- 
menced upon  this  occafion  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  the  events  that 
were  to  follow.    No  quarter  was 
given  by  «he  victorious  Englifh. 
Every  man  they  met  was  put  to 
the  fword.    Upon  this  e'ecafion  we, 
beg  leave  to.  *  ran  ferine  three  lines 
f.om  the  private  letter  of  one  of 
the  officers  concerned  in  the  expe- 
dition.   44  The  carnage,"  fays  hcf 
44  was  great  :  wc  trampled  thick  1m 
the  dead  bodies  th  t  were  ftrewed 
in  the  way.    It  was  rather  mock- 
ing to  humanity  ;  but  fuch  are  only 
fecondary  conli  erations,  and  to  a 
foldicr,  whole   bofom  glows  with 
heroic  glory,  they  arc  thought  ac- 
cidents or  courfe  ;  his  zeal  makes 
him  afpirc  after  farther  victory.*' 
This  part  of  the  pcninfola  had  hi- 
therto been  untouched  bv  the  bar- 
barous and  unfparing  hands  of  Eu- 
ropeans, and  of  confequence  was 
&ill  of  riches  and  fplendour.  In  the 
fortrefs  of  Cnorc,  were  found  fums 
of  money  to  an  unknown  amount, 
behd'-s  jewels  and  diamond*.  A 
Cur.  fide  cable  part  if  this  appears  to 
have  been  fee  u  re  J  as  private  plun- 
der by  general   Matthews.  The 
complaints  of  the    military  were 
loud  ;  they  thought,  and  naturally, 
th.it  the  acquifition  of  riches  was 
the  fair  and  rcafomsblc  confeouence 
of  the  perpetration  of  bloodfhed. 
Hut  their  commander  turned  a  deaf 
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♦fir  to  their  reprefentations  and 
haffened,  by  adding  new  laurels  to 
his  fame,  to  hide  the  (lander  that 
toigfar  otherwife  reft  upon  \ihx\. 

From  Onore,  the  weftem  army 
proceeded  to  the  neareft  fortreiTes 
ob  the  fea  coaft,  More  and  Cunda- 
pour.    Being  joined  by  a  reinforce- 
ment   from  Bombay,    under  the 
command  of  colonels  Macleod  and 
Humberfton,  and  having  received 
pofirive  orders  from  that  prehVency 
to  proceed  for  Hydernagur,  the  ca- 
pital of  Canara,  general  Matthews 
marched  for  the  Gauts,  a  ridge  of 
mountains,  which  divide  the  inland 
part  of  this  kingdom  from  that  which 
borders  u.oo  the  fca.    Here  they 
h.id  to  penetrate  a  pnfs  about  ei»ht 
feet  wide  and  three  miles  in  length, 
ftrongly    fortified,   and  defmded 
by  a  prodigious  number  of  na- 
tives. The  Englilh  however,  had  al- 
ready obtained  a  conllderablc  repu- 
tation by  their  executions  ;  and  the 
ale  of  the  bayonet,  the  mott.  fatal 
inftrument  of  war,  arid  which  was 
employed  by  them  on  all  occafions; 
created  fo  extrctrc  a  terror  in  the 
enemy  as  to  enable  them  to  fur- 
rnount  this  otherwife  impregnable 
defile.    An  exprefs  from  the  army 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  H\  - 
dcrnagur,  who  returned  with  an 
offer  or  furrender,  provided  the  in- 
habitants were  not  moleited,  and 
the  governor  was  permitted  to  fc- 
cure  his  private  property.  The 
wealth  of  this  metropolis,  in  gold 
alone,  is  variously  rcprefented.  By 
the  accounts  of  Bombay  it  was 
ilatvd  only  at  175,000!.'  but  the 
officers  concerned  in  the  expedition 
ftared  ic  as  amounting  to  i,zOO^Oool* 
or  1,920,000  1.    It  mud  be  remem- 
bered  that  this  was  only  publ'c 
treafurc  :  the  private  property  that 
was  feized  on  by  the  army,  exclu- 
sive of  this  fum,  was  doubtiefs  con- 
fide rable.  The  treafurc  was  at  firft 
1784.  \ 
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mown  by  the  general  to  his  offiter^ 
and  declared  m  belong  to  the  army. 
He  afterwards  received  new  light 
upon  the  fubje.T,  and  informed 
them  that  it  actually  belonged  to  the 
Mahometan  governor  of  the  place, 
and  was  fecured  to  him  by  the 
terms  of  furrender.  Jn  confe- 
rence of  this  new  arrangement; 
it  was  fent  under  the  convoy  of 
lieutenant  Matthew?,  brother  to 
the  general,  to  Cundapour,  in  order 
to  be  tranlmittcd  from  thence  to 
Bombay.  Whether  or  no  it  ever 
reached  this  fcti lenient  we  arc  not 
informed. 

If  the  army  were  difcontented 
with  the  fclfiih  and  intercfted  con- 
duct of  their  commander  p.  Onore, 
their  difpleafurc  at  this  new  inftancc 
of  the  lame  kind  was  boundle's 
and    extreme.     Colonel  Macleod 
put  himfclf  at  the  head  of  the  mal- 
conents,  and  the  rontroverfy  grew 
to  fo  great  a  length,  that  this-  otfi- 
ccr,  together  w  ith  lbmeof  the  prin- 
cipal people  in  the  army,  quitted 
Hydern;«gur,  and  returned  to  Bern- 
bay.    The  bittereft  recriminations 
between  the  general  and  his  officers 
fucceeded  this  event.    The  latter 
charged  general  Matthews  with  a 
fpirit  of  peculation,  equally  fupe- 
rior  to  fliamr,  and  incapable  of  fa- 
tiety.    The  general  in  return  de- 
clared of  his  whole  army,  »«  that 
they  had  done  every  thing  that  wai 
difrefperlful  and  injurious  to  him  ; 
that  order  and  difcipline  were  at  an 
end  ;  and  that  the  foldiery,  encour- 
aged by  the  practice  of  their  offi- 
cers, were  become  loo'c  and  un- 
feeling as  the  moll  licentious  free- 
booters." 

from  Hydernagur  general  Mat- 
thews fent  out  various  detachments 
for  the  forts  in  the  inland  country 
and  upon  the  coarts.  Of  the  for- 
mer the  principal  was  Annanpour. 
The  expedition  againft  this  place 
Q  was 
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was  commanded  by  ma  lor  Camp- 
bel.  When  a  practicable  breach 
was  effected,  orders  were  iflr.ed  for 
a  ftorm  and  no  quarter.  They 
were  received  with  alacrity,  and 
put  in  execution  without  delay. 
Evc  y  man  in  the  place  was  put  to 
the-  (won1,  except  one  horfeman, 
who  made  his  efcape  after  being 
wounded  in  three  different  places. 
The  women,  unwilling  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  their  relations,  or  ex- , 
pofed  to  the  brutal  licentioufnefs  of 
the  foldiery,  threw  themielvcs  in 
multitudes  into  the  m  ats  with 
which  the  fort  was  furrounded. 
Four  hundred  beautiful  tromen, 
pierced  with  the  bayonet,  and  ex- 
piring in  one  another's  arms  were 
in  this  lituation  treated  by  the  Bri- 
tilh  with  every  kind  of  outrage. 
For  this  conduct  the  troops  how- 
ever, we  ate  told,  afterwards  re- 
ceived a  reprimand. 

Carwa  and  Mangalore  were  about 
the  lame  time  attacked  upon  the 
fca  coafh  As  the  llcgc  of  the  lat- 
ter proceeded  (lowly,  general  Vat- 
thews  marched  againlt  it  in  perfoo. 
The  place  was  taken  after  an  obfti- 
nate  defence  on  the  qth  day  of 
March.  And  as  the  kingdom  of 
Canara  was  now  completely  lub- 
ducd,  general  Matthews  put  his 
army  in  cantonments  for  the  rainy 
feafon. 

The  unexampled  fuccefs  of  the 
weflern  army  had  bc<  n  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  the  death  of  the  celebrated 
Hyder  in  the  clofe  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  His  fucceflor  indeed  pof- 
fclfcd  coufiderablc  reputation  ;  but 
in  all  inllances,  the  death  of  one 
prince  and  the  fuecclifon  of  another, 
is  a  conliderablc  event  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Hmdotlan.  In  this  coun- 
try they  have  id  idea  of  a  delegat- 
ed power  Itfs  abfolute  than  the  fu- 
preme.  The  princes  who  govern- 
ed Caiura  and  My  fore,    had  no 
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check  upon  any  ambitious  views 
with  which  this  event  might  iri- 
fpire  them.  And  it  feems  to  have 
been  m*>re  the  intereflcd  treachery 
of  the  governor  of  Hydcrnagur, 
than  the  valour  and  difcipline  of 
the  Britifli  forces,  that  effected  the 
conqucll  of  the  kingdom  of  Ca- 
nara. 

The  abilities  of  Tippoo,  and 
thofe  of  his  predeccflbr,  were  each 
of  them  fo  great  and  fplendid,  that 
it  is  difficult  for  the  man  who  ftu- 
die*  with  attention  the  tranfadions 
of  Jndia  to  decide  the  preference. 
But  there  was  much  difparity  in 
their  character  and  ditpofitions. 
Hyder  was  cool,  equable,  affable 
and  humane.  Tippoo  wa»  ardent, 
eager,  eotcrprifi ng  and  inflexible. 
The  former  always  accurately  mca- 
fured  the  proportion  betwixt  effects 
and  caules  ;  and,  though  intrepid 
and  dccilive  in  his  conclufions,  he 
was  exemplarily  patient  and  deli- 
berate in  difcuifinn.  Tippoo  was 
irregular,  tracklefs  in  hi*  motions, 
ever  bursting  upon  you  before  he 
was  expected,  and  ns  ftrong  and 
unmanageable  in  his  feelings,  as  he 
was  irreaftiblc  and  alinoft  always 
victorious  in  action.  Hyder  wa*  a 
luminary,  bright  and  beneficent, 
cheering  with  his  beams  the  fub- 
jects  of  his  fway  ;  fublime  without 
irregularity,  and  admirable  with- 
out aftonifhmenr.  Tippoo  was  a 
meteor,  that  in  his  orbit  fcemed  to 
let  the  heavens  on  fire  ;  brilliant, 
dazzling  and  glorionr,  but  exciting 
an  anxious  terror  in  every  fpec- 
turor,  lell  himfelf  fhould  become 
the  victim  of  his  grcatnefs.  Such 
was  the  prince  that  was  now  about 
to  pour  his  innumerable  forces  up- 
on the  ravagers  of  Canara. 

It  was  on  the  ;th  of  April  that 
Tippoo  appeared  l>efor'*  Hyderna- 
gur.  General  Matthews  had  fcarce- 
Iv  had  tiros  to  collect  a  force  of 
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ttro  thourand  men,  and  to  write  to  ^ag.inft  Tippoo  for  a  flipulated  time, 

Bombay  tor  a  rein  orccment.  This  that  they  ihould  match  out  with 

prctidency,  prejudiced  aga:ntl  him  the   honours  of  war,    that  they 

by  th«  reprdenta  ions  of  co.onel  (houl.i  p;  e  their  arms,  and  that 

Macleod  and  his  companions,  in-  they  Ihould  have  full  liberty  to  pro- 

if tad  ot  complying  with  his  rctju: it,  cced  unm^lcticd  with  their  private 

on  the  2  th  ot  March  fufpended  property   to  the  fea  coall,  from 

him  from  the  command,  and  dif-  thence  to  embark  for  Bombay.  I  he 

patched  his  rival  to  take  upon  him  garr  IbmofAnnanpourand  theother 

the  direction  of  the  wercrn  army,  inland  rortrefles  were  included  in 

In  the  mean  time  the  army  of  Tip-  the  capitulation.     I  he  furrender 

poo  is  f;iid  to  have  confiOed  of  about  t«ok  place  on  the  iSth  of  April. 

•  £0,oco  men.    They  co  ercd  the  The  general,  in  order  to  prevent 

hills  on  every  fide  of  the  mctropo-  too  much  money  ir  >m  being  found 

lis  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  in  the  poflcmVn  of  one  man,  or- 

The  Europeans  in  his  lcrvicc  a-  dered  his  otHccrs  to  draw  of  the 

mounted  to  about  500  men.    The  paymaircr  general  whatever  they 

engagement  was  Ihort,  bloody  ;»nd  wanted.    \\  hen  the  fort  was  fur- 

deci  ve.      The  army  of  gcner.d  rendered  to  the  fultan  not  a  lingl« 

Matthew*?,  defeated  by  the  avenger  rupee  was  to  be  found  in  it. 

of  his  nibjects,  fled  on  ^very  fide  ;  •  ippoo  was  probably  fufficiently 

and,  leaving  the  town  to  the  enemy,  exafperated  again  It  the  garrifon  of 

took  up  their  refuge  in  the  citadel.  Hydernagur,  by  the  various  enor- 

Tij  poo,  whole  firil  object  was  to  muies  they  had  committed  in  the 

prevent  a  reinforcement,  by  a  ca-  progrefs  of  their  conquclls  The 

pital  piece  of  generallhip,  made  circumllance  of  the  fort  being  thus 

himfclf  mafter  of  the  partes  of  the  dripped  of  every  thing  that  was 

Gauts  :  thus  at  once  preventing  all  Valuable,  finilhcd   their  character 

affiitance  reaching  the  Britilh  army,  and  decided  their  fate.    It  was  re- 

and  cutting  oft"  from  them  the  pof-  garded  by  the  fultan  as  a  direct  in- 

fibility  of  a  retreat.    The  garrifon  traction  of  the  terms  of  capitula- 

of  Cundapour  immediately  upon  tion.    Accordingly,  the  next  morn- 

this  event  evacuated  the  place  in  ing  he  lent  tor  g  neral  Matthews 

diforder  and  fled   towards  Onore.  to  a  conference.       The  general, 

Tippoo  was  able  to  cut  oft'  a  conn-  however  was  not  admitted  to  the 

deiablc  part  of  them  in  their  flight,  pretence  of  the  fultan.  but  immedi- 

took  many  prifoners,  and  amonjj  diately  th-own  into  chains.  Upon 

the  rert  lieutenant  Matthew.;  whj  var.ous   pretences,    Tippoo  fepa- 

had  been  governor  of  the  place.  rated  moil  of  the  other  principal 

The  fultan  now  fat  down  before  otiicers  from  the  army.    The  ^e- 

the  fortrefs  of  Hyd.  rnagur ;  and  at-  nernl  and  his  companion*  *  ere  con- 

tcr  adefirtictivc  cannon  dcof  feme-  duo  ted  to  Syrin;'patnam,  the  capi- 

thin*  more  than  a  fortnight,  her  -  td  of  Myfore  ;  and  after  having 

«Iuccd  general    Matthews  on  the  expcii  need  a  variety,  of  feverirrcs, 

24th  of  April  to  the  demand  of  a  he  .vasat  length  puttodea'h.  This 

truce  in  order  to  the  fettling  the  was  effected,  according  to  fame  3c- 

terms  of  capitulation.    The  condi-  counts,   by  pouring  mcfrcd  lead 

ons  were,  that  all  public  property  down  hh  throat :  and  according  t> 

ftiould  remain  in  the  fort,  that  the  other*  by  poifon.     Twenty  ofn- 

En~!ifh  flumld  engage  not  to  act  cers  underwent  the  fame  fate.  Tht 

G  x  be- 
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leverage  that  was  adminiftred  was 
the  milk  of  the  coco;;-trec,  which 
h  faid  to  be  a  moll  inveterate  poir 
fon.  As  i hey  peremptorily  r<  fuled 
t  i  fwallmv  it,  the  executioners  held 
their  hands  and  (boulders,  and 
fhrc~ci  it  down  their  threats.  Whetv 
all  of  them  had  drank  the  fatal 
draught  but  three,  one  of  them,, 
captain  Richardlon,  threw  himlelf 
upon  his  ki.ecs,  and  earneltly  ir.- 
tieatcd  i hem,  that  they  would  at 
leaii  fend  to  the  fuitan  for  a  con- 
firmation of  the  fentence.  This 
however  was  icfujcd,  and  the  exe- 
cution completed. 

The  re  it  of  the  army  was,  as 
rt>ay  naturally  befuppofed,  detained 
prilbn  rs.  Much  complaint  has 
been  made  of  the  fc*erity  with 
which  they  were  trca  ed.  Some 
doubts  however  may  be  fugTtfflcd 
on  this  head.  The  treatment  of 
prifoncrs  of  war,  even  among  the 
refined  nations  of  Europe,  is  fel- 
dom  fuch,  as  to  meet  riie  approba- 
tion of  the  fubjeds  of  it  ;  and  the 
Englifh  nation  in  particular  lias  lit- 
tle to  boaft  upon  this  head.  .Sup- 
plies have  fometimes  been  coavcy- 
ed  to  them  from  the  nations  ra 
which  they  belong  ;  and  yet  it  has 
generally  been  found,  that  private 
and  voluntary  fubferiptions  were 
a  1  molt  indifpcnlibly  neccfXary  to 
prefcrve  them  from  .'.arving.  Want 
of  food,  want  of  cloaths,  and  want 
of  untainted  air  to  breathe  in,  have 
been  the  uniform  hardfliips  experi- 
enced by  prifoncrs  of  war  in  this 
kingdom.  The  Britifh  prifoncrs  in 
Canara,  were  moil  of  them  desti- 
tute of  tJ.c  rcfourcc,  either  of  pi  I- 
v  at  ?  f u  ofc  ript  ion ,  or  o  f  f it  pp  1  ics-  from 
their  countrymen,  i  hey  however 
received  every  day  an  allowance  of 
lood  and  money.  Thefe  fupplies 
were  irregular  and  unequal ;  but 
this  very  inequality  affords  a  pre- 
emption, that  the  ft  verifies  they 


experienced  did  not  all  of  thenr 
originate  in  the  direction  of  the 
fuitan. 

It  cannot  hovever  be  aliened, 
that  Tippoo  entertained  much  par- 
tiality and  coniideration  for  any 
part  of  the  army  he  hod  reduced  to 
luriendcr.    The  treatment  even  »f 
thofe  prifoncrs  that  had  been  taken 
in  former  campaigns  is  f.tid  to  have 
been  altered  afrer  the  capture  of 
Hydcmagur.     Immediately  upon 
the  determination'  on  his  part  not 
to  attend  to  the  terms  of  .urrender, 
the  captured  army  u^a*  drawn;  up, 
and  one  by  one  rifled  of  every 
thing  valuable.     I  hey  were  then 
marched,  olhcers  and  ibl  Jiers,  chain- 
ed two  and  two  together  with  hand- 
cuffs-  When  they  arrived  at  their 
defined  place  of  confinement,  they 
were  in  fome  places  loaded  with 
fetters.    Medicines   were  refufed 
to  thofc  that  were  lick,  it  being  an- 
swered to  their  demand,  that 44  they 
had  not  come  there  to  live,  and 
that  the  fuitan  would  be  happy  to 
hear  they  were  all  dead."  The 
dead  were  thrown  over  the  walls  of 
the  prifon  and  devoured  by  tygers. 
Many  arts  were  employed  to  in- 
dv:ce  the  prifoncrs  to  cnlift  in  the 
ferviceof  Tiwpoo,  and  one  officer 
m  particular  was  led  three  times 
to  the  foot  of  the  gallows  to  inti- 
midate him  into  compliance.  Va- 
rious converts  however  were  mad* 
to  the  government  of  Tippoo  and 
the  Mahometan  religion,  and  many 
are  faid  to  have  been  detained  iiv 
the  fcrvicc  of  the  fuitan  without 
their  content.     The  fepoys  were 
obliged  to  work  as  (laves,  but  this 
treatment  was  not  extended  to  any 
European,  officer  or  private.  It 
has  been  afleiTed,  that,  a  fliort  time 
before   the  conclufion  of  peace, 
Tippoo  had  iffued  his  orders  for  a 
general  maflacre  of  the  prifoncrs  ; 
ajul  it  is  added,  that  it  was  at  this 
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*inie  that  lieutenant  Matthews  and 
another  officer  were  led  into  the 
woods  at  midnight  and  cut  to  pieces 
■by  the  Canarins. 

This  treatment,  whether  it  were 
(yftematicai  or  not  on  the  part  at* 
fippoo,  was  not  much  rclifticd  by 
the  liritifli.    They  applied  "m  par- 
tcular  to    Iteutcnant-coionel  De 
Coiugne,  commander  in  chief  or 
the  1  r:nch  in  the  fcrvice  of  the 
fultan,   but  received  no  anfwer. 
'I  his  neglect  greatly  irritated  the 
Engiifh    officers  ,•    and  a  iimilar 
-complaint  of  inhumnnity  has  been 
made  again  ft  M.  de  Sutrrcn,  who 
commanded  the  French  fleet  in  the 
EafMndies.     The  prifoncrs,  wlvo 
Wf re  taken  by  him,  were  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  Tippou.  Sut- 
frm,  in  anfwer  to  the  riprcfenta- 
•tion  that  v^as  made  to  him  hy  the 
naval  prifoucr;,  exprefied  himfelf 
cxtrcimly  lorry,  that  they  had  re- 
ceived a  lefs  favourable  treatment 
than  the  fuitau  ha*',  proiiuicd  him, 
but  charged  their  mufor.ur.es  to 
the  rcfulal  of  i*r  Fdward  H  ^;hcs 
to  a  cartel  that  had  been  pi\>pofcd 
on  the  part  of  »he  French.  W'c 
leel  ourfelve*  however  unwilling 
to  admit  wanton  and  in,  iler  iniaato 
accufations  of  this  kind,  and  efpe- 
cialiy  t-jrainfl  a  man,  fo  ele-vated  in 
his  genius,  fo  po limed  and  urbane 
'  in  his  manner-,  and  of  fo  high  a  re- 
putation for  benevolence  and  hu- 
manity as  the  French  admiral.  Un- 
able to  exchange  his  prifoncrs,  i*cr 
tcrmined,  as  he  declared  himfelf  to 
be,  by  the  example  he  **  had  teen 
at  New  York  ot  300  Frenchmen* 
crouded  into  a  prifon  uYm,  and  dy- 
ing of  an  epidemical  difcafc,"  ne- 
ver to  hold  men  in  a  naval  con- 
finement, there  was  nq  other  alter- 
native, than  cither  to 'deliver  them 
to  the  fultan,  or  to  fend  them  to 
the  Mauritius,  the  laftcr  of  which 
would  probably  have  been  unac- 
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ceptablc  to  the  captives,  a*  well  as 
incompatible  with  the  objects  of 
his' command.  In  the  mean  time, 
t!.c  pri  loners  in  the  ham-*  ot  the 
French  army  arc  u:\ivei fally  (aid 
to  have  been  treated  with  extreme 
attention  and  hwm;:::rv. 

After  the  captu  c  of  Hyderna- 
g-.-r,  the  evacuation  <xf  Condapour, 
ajui  the  tc-coiujocll  of  the  inland 
countiy,  there  t.i:i  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  F.ngliili  three  conli- 
derablc  ports  of  tlk  Kiug  fom  of 
Canar.i,    Mangaloie,  Onorc  and 
C.u.va.    The   ficge  of  thefe  wu* 
formed  at  one  ami  the  fame  rims  by 
the  \  l  lorious  Tippoo.  bangalore 
U  the  principal  port  in  the  doim- 
tiioni>  of  thio  prince.    Jt  was  de- 
fended by  major  L'ampbel,  who% 
conduct  at  Annanpour  we  h^ve  al- 
ready noticed,   uiia  a  fore-  that 
was  regarded  by  the  preji.  cocy  of 
Bombay  us  a  good  foundation  tor  a 
new  army.     J  ippoo  -at  .down  be- 
fore it  in  perfon  on  the  uyh  day 
of  May.    The  attack  and  the  de- 
fence  were  condu  led  with  equal 
obiHnacy  and  fpirlc.    'J  he  fuluu 
was  l'.imulated  In  every  motive  ih\>i 
coufd  inlluencc  the  haughriiu  Is  ox 
a  monarch,  or  the  re  ard»  of  the 
fit  her  ot  his  people  ;  an!  the  Bri- 
tilh  fought  for  1  •>  ids,  than  t\cir 
booty,  their  lii-evty,  and  their  lives. 
The  ga:  ri  ou  w  .h  loon  reduced  to 
the  greater  di'hvfs  lor  want  of  pro- 
viiious  ;    ami  in  fomc  vhat  uioic 
than  two  months  from  the  opening 
of  the  liege  I  ippoo  effected  a  prac- 
ticable breach  in  the  walls  of  the 
place.    It  was  at  this  critical  mo- 
incut,  that  news  reached  the  army 
of  the  fultan  of  the  concluiion  of 
peace  between  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers in  Europe.    Upon  this  occa- 
iion  the  Ficnch  troops  in  the  fcr- 
vice  of  thi$  prince  informed  hiiu 
that  he  could  have  their  atfiftance 
no  longer.    Intreatics,  threats,  and 
G  x  To™ 
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fomc  degree  of  violence,  appear  to 
have  bien  employed  to  induce 
them  to  alter  their  refutation,  but 
M.  De  Coflign^  was  inflexible. 
Tippoo  was  therefore  induced  on 
the  2d  of  Augui:  to  agree  to  a  ccf- 
fation  of  hoiiiiitics  with  the  gover- 
nor of  Manealure,  upon  condition 
of  e.cry  thing  remaining  in  its 
prefent  fituation,  and  r.o  reinforce- 
ments of  any  kind  being  admitted 
into  the  place.  The  Englilh  fup- 
pltcd  the  Europeans  in  the  iervice 
of  Tippoo  with  a  fum  of  money  to 
alfift  them  in  their  march  towards 
'i  \  iit  berry. 

\\  t  1  aw  already  faid,  that  on 
the  :7th  of  March  the  government 
of  Fi.mbay  fuperfeded  general  at- 
thews  in  the  command  of  the  weft- 
em  army.  In  purfuance  of  their 
refutation,  colonel  Maclcod  failed 
on  the  ;tb  of  April,  in  the  Hanger 
floop  of  war,  to  aflumc  the  com- 
mand. In  puffing  by  Gheria,  a 
conlidcrable  port  in  the  dominion 
of  the  Maratta?,  he  was  feized,  af- 
ter a  defycrate  engagement,  not- 
withf'andinK  the  treaty  of  peace,  lb 
lately,  and  fofolcmr.ly  ratified,  and 
conducted  back  with  them  in  tri- 
umph. This  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  Marattas  has  never  been  ex- 
plained. Colonel  Maclcod  how- 
ever was  liberated  on  the  27th  of 
May,  and  immediately  returned  to 
Bombay,  lie  failed  once  again 
with  a  conlidciablc  reinforcement 
of  troops  and  vcflcls,  and  arrived 
on  the  port  of  Mangalore  a  few 
days  after  the  tt  u.c  had  been  con- 
cluded. He  could  not  however 
be  j  ermirtcd  to  throw  any  fuccours 
into  the  place. 

In  mediately  upon  his  arrival 
Mr.  y'acleod,  whom  ue  now  find 
decor,  ted  with  the  title  of  general, 
came  cn  fhorc,  and  demanded  a 
conlcKiicc  with  the  fultan,  by 
wlum  he  was  received  with  the 
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utmoft  refpeef  and  attention.  The 
horrors  of  war  had  now  'or  foine 
years  been  laying  wafte  every  part 
of  the  peninlula.  Sufficient  glory 
had  been  acquired  by  Tippoo,  to 
farufy  any  ambition  tnat  was  not 
perfertly  immeafuiable.  Sufficient 
tloodfhcd,  rue'.ty  and  devanatjon 
bad  been  produced,  tp  induce  any 
man,  who  had  a  latent  fparK  of  hu- 
manity in  his  breaft,  to  defire  the 
reiloration  of  tranquillity.  1  ippoo 
was  now  deterted  by  his  European 
ciliet-.  Thcfe  were  his  engineers, 
hi  officers  of  artillery,  his  matters 
in  the  art  of  war,  and  the  flower 
of  his  army.  Befidc  this  he  found 
fomc  ground  of  appreheniiou  iu 
the  oft'enfive  alliance,  that  ha.',  lately 
been  concluded  between  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  the  Marattas.  The  Ma- 
rattas were  his  hereditary  and  ir- 
reconcilable enemies,  and  the 
treat.,  which  had  juft  been  coi - 
eluded,  was  inforced  and  ftimulated 
in  the  execution  by  an  a-feement 
for  the  partition  of  his  dominion*. 
Under  thcic  cin  umllances  the  ful- 
tan expretied  himfeif  ardently  de- 
(irons  of  peace,  and  willing  to  con- 
clude it  with  the  Britim  nation  on 
the  molt  honourable  term-. 

In  the  conclufion  of  the  confer- 
ence it  was  agreed  between  Tippoo 
and  the  Knglifh  general,  that  the 
former  Ihould  difpatch  meflengcr', 
ar  one  and  the  lame  time,  to  the 
pn  hVency  of  Madras,  and  to  the 
pe!>wa  of  the  Marattas,  uirh  pro- 
pofals  for  the  conclufion  of  a  ge- 
neral pacification.  In  anfwer  to 
thefe  propofals  a  letter  was  dif- 
patched  about  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber by  Sindia,  and  another  by  the 
guardian  of  the  peftiwa,  exprefiing 
their  rcfolution  to  ac"t  entirely  in 
concert  with  the  government  of  the 
Britifli  Eaft  Indies,  and,  if  Tippoo 
did  not  con  lent  to  the  immediate 
evacuation  of  theCarnatic,  to  unite 
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with  the  Englifli,  and  never  more 
to  be  at  peace  with  him.  Tippoo 
appears  to  have  acted,  through  the 
whole  tranfacrion,  with  opennefs 
and  candour ;  and  he  dilpatckcd 
orders  to  his  general  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Arcot,  to  enter  into  pro- 
vilional  arrangements  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  his  conquelis,  and  to 
come  in  pcrfon  to  Syringpatnani, 
along  with  the  deputies  he  expected 
trom  the  prclidencv  of  Madras. 

Never  was  a  neutrality  lefs  cor- 
dial  and  amicable,  than  that  which 
was  maintained  between  the  natives 
and  the  Bntim  in  the  kingdom  of 
Canara.    T  ippco  is  laid  to  have 
engaged  to  provide  a  market  to  fup- 
ply  the  garrifon  of  Mangalorc  with 
all  kinds  of  grain,    £uch  as  the 
country  produced,  and  at  the  ufual 
prices  ;  and  to  permit  fuch  articles 
as  the  country  did  not  afford  to  be 
conveyed  to  them  by  fca.  This 
agreement  however  was  very  indif- 
ferently fulfilled,  and  the  force  of 
major  Campbel  was  almolt  in  a 
ftarvintr  condition.  About  the  fame 
*ime  fomc  boats  with  lepoys  having 
been    wrecked   near  Cannanore, 
near  two  hundred  of  them  were 
feized  and  detained  by  the  princefs, 
notwithlianding  repeated  applica- 
tions made  for  their  releafe  by  ge- 
neral Macleod  and  the  reiident  of 
Tclichery.    T  his  event  gave  occa- 
fion  to  a  report,  which  leems  to 
have  fpread  through  the  whole  pen- 
infula,  of  general  Macleod  in  per- 
fon  having  been  furprifed  by  the 
fultan.     Jn  confequencc  of  this 
report,  the  Marattas  dil'patched  an 
cthcer  to  attack  a  fort  of  Tippoo 
which  bordered  upon  their  domi- 
nions,  and   their  commander  in 
chief  encamped  with  his  main  army 
under  the  wails  of  Foona  on  the 
15th  of  November. v   The  prefi- 
dencv  of  Madras  had  prcvioully  re- 
vived to  fend  Mr,  Sadlier,  one  of 
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the  council,  and  Mr.  Staunton,  , 
the  confidential  fecretary  of  lord 
Macartney,  to  negotiate  the  term* 
of  peace.    At  the  fame  time  colo- 
nel Fullarton  was  difpatched  with 
a  conlidcrabie  force  to  the  province 
of  Dindigul  to  hold  the  lultan  in 
awe,  and  in  cafe  of  a  recommence- 
ment of  holiilities  to  effect  a  uivcr- 
lion  in  favour  of  the  garrifon  of 
Man^r.lorc.  Colonel  Puliation  had 
been  rint  expedited,  but  the  report 
we  have  mentioned  having  in  the 
mean  tiir.e  reached  Madras,  Mr. 
Sadlier  did  not  leave  that  place  till 
the  9th  of  November.  Colonel 
Fullarton,  conceiving  the  celt* t ion 
of  arms  as  being  already  dilTolvcd, 
attacked  and  made  himfelf  matter 
of  Palacachcrry  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember. 

1  he  garrifon  of  Mangalore  was 
now  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extre- 
mity. Cn  the  13th  of  November 
general  Macleod  failed  from  Teli- 
cherry  with  a  determination  at  all 
events  to  relieve  the  place.  To  ef- 
fect this  purpofc  the  attack  was  al- 
ready arranged,  the  (hip  cleared 
for  adtion,  and  the  boats  brought 
in  under  the  more,  in  order  to  ef- 
fect the  landing  of  the  troops.  The 
object  however  was  accomplifhed 
without  bloodfncd.  Tippoo  con- 
fented  that  the  garrifons  of  Man- 
galore,  Onore  and  Canva,  mould 
receive  one  mouth's  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  engaged  to  admit  a  11- 
milar  fupply  on  the  fame  day  in 
the  following  month.  The  relief 
was  effected  on  the  2  5th  of  Novem- 
ber. General  Macleod  no  foonci* 
returned  to  Telicherry,  than  he  led 
an  expedition  in  order  to  chaftife 
the  princefs  of  Cannanore.  The 
fortrefs,  like  that  ot  Onore  in  the 
expedition  of  Matthews,  was  taken 
by  liorm  on  the  14th  of  December, 
and  the  princefs  was  made  a  ptv 
foncr.  As  flic  was  the  ally  and 
G  4  depend* 
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drp  ndcnt  of  Tippoo,  that  prince    lcod  from  the  command  of  the  ar» 

li-udly  complained  of  the  conduct  my.  Of  the  rcafons  and  the  con- 
of  the  Pritilh  general,  as  a  breach  of  fequence  of  this  proceeding  we  are 
the  ruce  concluded  at  AJangalorc.      not  yet  informed. 

The  negotiations  however  were       'i  here  is  no  part  of  the  provinces 
not  broken  oft  by  the  event,  and    with  which  *e  are  acquainted  in 
a   mifumterflandip.g  having  taken    the  fait  Indie  ,  that  prefect*  to 
place  between  Mr.  Sadlier  and  Mr.    us  a  profpeet  more  melancholy  and 
Staunton,  tefpe  ;ing  the  uncondi-    rcpullive  than  the  dominions  ot  the 
tional  furrender  of  the  fortrcfles,  a    nabob  of  Arcot.  This  prince  had 
pais  was  granted  by  the  fultan  tor   originally  been  placed  and  main- 
&  third  .  ommiffioner,  who  was  now    rained  by  Us  on  the  throne  in  op- 
diipatched  from  Madras.     1'eace    polijon   lo  a  competitor,  whole 
was  at  length  concluded  on  the    claims  were  perhaps  more  rightful, 
l  tth  of  March  17H4,  on  the  terms    but  who  was  fupported  by  the  go- 
of mutual  reftitution,   the  libera-    vernors  of  the  French  fettlemcnts 
tion  of  prifo  tiers  on  either  fid      on  the  coaft  of  Curomandel.  No- 
and  an  e\prefs  deel ".ration  on  the    thing  has  been  more  unfortunate 
part  of  the  fultan,  that  he  would    and  ruinous  than  the  period  of  his 
never  revive  his  claim  10  the  love-    government.       His  transactions 
rcignry  of  the  Carnatic.    it  feems    however  hsnc  been  fo  much  in- 
pi- per  to  add,  that  the  conduct  of   volved  with  thole  of  the  company '» 
jMr.  Madlicr,  who  joined  ihc  Ingr   fervants,  that  it  U  difficult  to  pro- 
lifh  prifeners  at  i  Icutta,   by  no    no  > nee  in  what  decree  the  calaiii- 
means  met  the  approbation  of  the    ties  to  which  we  have  alluded,  are 
officers  recently  delivered  from  con-    to  be  afcribed  to  the  indolence  or 
finetrent.     Th  fe  gentlemen  had    the  tyrannical  difpofitions  of  the 
previor.ily  obtained  from  the  com     nabob,  and  in  what  degree  to  the 
inillicner  of  the  fultan  the  incu!-    inaufpicious   interference   of  the* 
gence  of  matching  without  hand-    hnglilli  icttlers     lie  had  ruined 
cuifs.  but  this  favour  was  not  ex-    his  country  by  i.is  extortions,  op* 
tended  to    the  common   folders.    premons  and  .ujjitrarv  proceedings 
!VIr.  Sadlier's  intcrclt  uui  t)ie:eio:-o    or  various  kinds,  not  with;  ending 
{•  licitcd  f  r  this  puipoie,  b  t  he    which,  far  from  hav  ng  accumu- 
rct'ufed  the  re^ucft,  and  is  faid  to    lute.l  treafure,  he  was  to  the  laft 
have  added,  that  44  the  £t nation  in    depree  necctfitous,  and  in  debt  to 
which  the  tro.  ps  now  were,  win    all  the  world,   it  was  thL  diitcfied 
the  bc'i  and  fe^urefr  method  o."  condition  of  his  affairs,  combined 
inarching  them. "    Upon  the  con-    with  th- improvidence  and  internal 
clulion    of  peace  Tippoo,  ih  uck   >v<akneis  or  our  government,  that 
w'nh  :he  refolute  and  ol.f:inatc  dc-    made  his  dominions  the  cafy  and 
fence  of  the  garrilVn  of  Manga-    unrelifting  prey  <f  Hyder  .Ali  in 
lore,  and  irritated  j;',a:n:i  tl,c  Lr0.    1780.  'Having  found  himfelf  to- 
v^rnor,  who  had  furremlcred  the    tally  incompetent  to  the  arrange- 
place  to  general  Matthew  s,  ordered    nunt  ot  his  ^flairs,  in  the  month 
Hm  to  be  blown  from  the  mouth    of  December  1 78 1,  he  made  an  af- 
of  a  canncn.     1  he  news  of  the    fignment  of  all  his  revenue?  to  lord 
treaty  no  fooncr  re  ched  Bombay,    Macaitney  on  the  part  of  the  1-aiU 
rh;»n  that  prefidency  came  to  are-    India  company  for  the  fupport  of 
iuiutina  iq  fufpend  general  Mac*   the  war.   This  a%tui>ent  received 
:    »..**  ,  '  .  tnc 
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the  fanltion  of  the  court  of  direc-   time,  whatever  were  its  character 
ton  at  home  on  the  5th  of  Septem-    in  other  refpects,  cannot  be  charg- 
ber  1782.    In  the  meantime,  the    ed  with  verlatility,  inconfcquence, 
nabob,   repenting  of  his  engage-    and  an  inattention  to  the  dignity 
rrent,  diflarisfied  with   the   con-    and  powers  verted  in  it  by  Lw. 
duct  of  the  government  of  Madras,    They  were  equally  tenacious  with 
or  more  probably  inlligatcd  by  his    the  prefidency  of  Madras,  and  ac- 
fraudulent  creditors  of  this  country,    cordingly  wrote  to  lord  Macartney 
remonllrated  to  the  fupremc  coun-    on  the  1  cth  of  Augull  1783,  rc- 
cii  at  Bengal,  that  the  conditions,    peating  their  f  ormer  orders,  and  rc- 
for  which  the  inferior  prelidcncy    quiring  an  immediate  and  unrc- 
had  engaged,  had  not  properly  been    lerved  compliance    In  the  mean 
fulfilled,  and  praying  to  be  releafed    time  the  approbation  of  the  court 
from  rhe  ccflion  he  had  made.  His    of  directors  arrived  at  Madras,  and 
petition  was  granted  by  the  fu-   put  an  end  to  all  farther  procced- 
preme  council,  upon  condition  of   mgs  on  the  lubject. 
his  paying  a  fpecitic  fum,  monthly,       Major  general  Stuart,  a  gentle- 
to  the  company,  and  orders  were    man  who  had  been  particularly  ac- 
accordingly  difpatched  to  lord  Mac-    live  in  the  arred  and  imprisonment 
artney.    Thefe  fteps  were  taken  in    of  lord  f'igor,  upon  this  occalion 
March  1 78  ^,   and  the  difpatches    loudly  declared  himfelf  ihe  parti- 
accompanied  general  Coote  in  the    fan  of  the  government  of  bengal, 
lalt  voyage  he  made  to  the  preii-    It  was  to  the  bold  and  untemporiu 
dency  of  Madras.  ing  part  that  he  took  in  this  affair. 

Such  was  the  foundation  of  a   thai,  fo  far  as  we  can  penetrate  into 
controverfy,    which  has  attracted   the  my  fiery  that  ob  leu  res  the  inter- 
much  attention,  and  been  produc-    ral  tranfactions  of  our  Indian  go- 
rive   of  important  confequences.    vernment,  are  to  be  afcribed  his 
I.ord  Macartney  fe!t  an  entire  per-    fublequcnt  misfortunes.   The  fitu- 
fuaiion  of  the  incapacity  and  in-    ation  of  the  nobleman  who  now 
dif|K>lition  to  a  right  mode  or  pro-    pre  tided  at  Madras,  was  not  very 
cecding  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot.   different  from  that  of  lord  Pigot  in 
Satisfied  as  much   as  ever  of  the    1776.     Each  of  them   had  held 
wifdom  and  policy  of  the  tranf-   himfeif  up  as  a  reformer,  and  each 
action,  and  convinced  of  the  rec-   of  them  are  fu  pooled  by  thofe, 
titude  of  his  conduct,  he  was  dif-   who  have  feen  the  tcnour  of  our 
pofed  to  pcrfevcrc  in  the  line  he   tranfactions  in  India  in  an  unfa- 
had,  chofen,    notwithstanding  the   vou'rablc  light,  to  have  pofleflcd 
groundlefs  complaints  of  the  tri-   too  much  virtue,  too  much  purity, 
binary  monarch.    With  thefe  in-   and  too  little  indulgence  and  ma- 
clinations  he  remonfirarcd  in  flrong   nagement  for  the  fiuiller  conduct 
terras  again  ft  the  mandate  of  the   of  thofe  around  them,  not  to  have, 
fupreme  council  j  urged  the  iojuf-   incurred  much  dillike  and  odium, 
tice  of  expofing  the  renters,  who   Lord  Figot,  as  well  as  lord  Mac  art - 
had  undertaken  with  the  Fnglifti    ney,  had  the  misfortune  to  incur 
government  in  defiance  of  the  nia-   the   enmity  of  the  nabob,  and 
xhinations  of  the  nabob,  to  the  re-   the   difpicafure   of  the  fupreme 
fentments  of  that  prince ;  and  repre-   council  at  Bengal.    And  to  com- 
iented  the  meafure,  as  big  with  op-    plcte  the  refcmblance  each  of  theru  . 
prellion,  depredation  and  ruin.  The   was  oppofed  at  home  by  the  fame 
to7crnme.it  of  Bengal  in  the  mcui   individual.   General  Stuart  was  a 
f  .  •  "  >  vctc 
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veteran  officer,  who  had  expofed 
luml'clt  to  all  t1>c  rigours  of  the 
military  Yfc,  and  who  had  recently 
loft  one  of  his  legs  in  the  fervicc 
of  the  company.  His  refutation 
was  that  of  a  man,  daring,  intrepid 
and  fcarlefs  in  the  very  higheft  de- 
gree ;  and  he  had  never  been  known 
to  commit  himfelf  in  any  bufinefs, 
in  which  he  did  not  exert  every 
nerve,  and  put  to  hazard  every 
thing  that  was  dntr  to  him,  rather 
than  fit  down  with  the  ignominy  of 
a  defeat. 

Alike  in  fituation  and  circum- 
(rances,  lord  Macartney  was  deter- 
mined not  by  any  timidity  and  ir- 
refolution  on  his  part,  to  incur  the 
fate  of  lord  ligot.  Tne  ccflation 
of  hollilitics  was  no  fooner  con- 
cluded between  the  trench  and  the 
Englifli  in  the  month  of  June,  than, 
to  give  a  kind  of  check  to  general 
Stuart,  and  to  furnifh  him  with  a 
warning  of  what  he  was  farther  to 
expect,  if  he  pcrliilcd  in  his  difaf- 
feclion,  the  government  of  Madras 
recalled  him  from  the  field,  and 
appointed  general  Bruce  in  his 
place.  Undifmaved  however  by 
this  proceeding,  he  appeats  to  have 
been  as  bitter  and  unreierved  as 
ever  in  his  invectives  againlt  the 
civil  governor.     Accordingly  the 

?>rcfidency  went  on  to  difmifs  him 
rom  the  fei  vice  of  the  company, 
and  on  the  17th  of  September  the 
.  fentenee  of  his  difmitTion  was  paflcd 
upon  him  in  his  pre'encc.  If  he 
intended  to  carry  his  oppotition  to 
farther  extremities  there  was  cer- 
tainly now  no  time  to  be  loth  He 
is  faid  to  have  fuftcrcd  fo  much  of 
his  defign  to  efcape  him  before  his 
judges,  as  to  declare  he  would  dif- 
pute  their  fentenee.  Immediately 
after,  he  left  the  fort,  and  retired  to 
a  houfc  occupied  by  him  in  the 
town.  He  was  here  accompanied 
by  major  Grattan,  through  whom 
be  had  been  accaftomed  on  pai;i- 
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cular  occafions  to  iflue  his  orders  to 
the  troopa.  He  was  furrounded 
by  his  fecretary  and  aides  decamp, 
and  had  a  guard  at  his  houfc. 

It  is  by  no  means  unexampled 
for  a  man  to  be  at  the  fame  time 
a  bad  lubject  to  the  civil  power, 
and  an  excellent  foldier,  a  ikilful 
general,  acceptable  to  his  equals, 
and  adored  by  the  troops  under  his 
command,  buch  wa3  perhap*  the 
character  of  this  officer.  There 
feems  to  be  little  room  for  doubt 
that  he  intended  to  enter  without 
delay  upon  the  moll  decifivc  mea- 
furcs,  and  to  ir.ake  his  future  fuc- 
cefs,  his  fortune  and  his  life  a- 
gainft  that  of  the  governor  of  Ma- 
dras. Lord  Macartney  was  com- 
paratively fpeaking  a  man  of  peace, 
furrounded  with  formality  and 
pomp  and  the  etiquette  of  office, 
and  general  Stuart  feems  to  have 
been  perfectly  fecure  that  in  leaking 
againft  fuch  a  character  the  cele- 
rity, the  intrepidity  and  the  expe- 
rience of  a  veteran,  who  was  deter- 
mined not  to  be  frightened  with 
names,  or  to  he  deterred  by  the  ar- 
duoufnefs  of  his  undertaking,  he 
mu ft  come  off  with  the  advantage. 
This  fecurity  was  fatal  to  his  pro- 
ject. Lord  Macartney  had  not 
gone  fo  f.«r,  as  to  fet  the  commander 
in  chief  at  defiance,  without  being 
prepared  for  the  confequences.  In- 
formed that  general  Stuart  was  bu- 
iily  employed  in  drawing  out  orders 
for  the  army,  he  that  very  evening 
difpatched  the  adjutant  or  the  gjr- 
rifon,  together  with  Mr.  Staunton, 
his  confidential  fecretary,  and  a 
fmall  body  of  fcpoys,  to  the  num- 
ber of  lixty-lix,  to  put  him  under 
arrcit  and  convey  him  into  the  fort. 
Mr.  Staunton  and  his  companion 
proceeded  to  the  general's  houfc 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  in  the 
order  ufually  obferved  by  vifitors. 
They  afcended  without  interrup- 
tion to   the  general1*  apartment. 

'1  hey 
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They  found  him  cm;  loved  with 
major  G  rattan  and  his  kcrctary  in 
the  manner  they  had  been  inform- 
ed,  and   immediately  announced 
their  errand      Xuthir.g  could  h::ve 
been  moie  furp riling'  an.;  uncxptv- 
ed  to  the  general.    He  however 
made  objections,  laid  he  ouldobcy 
the  arreii  at  a  fumr  time,  and  at 
length  iecmcti  detci mined  to  iland 
upon  his  dctc;  cv.    Vcafurcs  were 
now  taken  for  introducing  the  i'c- 
poyf,  and  twelve  of  them  only  b^- 
ing  ready,  Mr.  Staunton  led  them 
up  flairs,  with  their  ba)oncts  fixed 
and  his  drawn  fuoiu  in  his  hand. 
Upon  his  apprasaiKc  major  G rat- 
tan advanced  towards  him,  and  in 
a  tone  not  l*?fs  exprcflivc  of  firm- 
nefs  than  reproach,  aiked  him  if 
his  proceedings  were  decent,  and 
added,  that  he  mull  be  anfwc  able 
for  them.    It  now  appeared  to  be 
uncertain  how  far  major  G rattan 
meant  to  carry  his  refinance  ;  and 
the  luccefs    of  that  refinance  if 
made.  was  not  lei's  doubtful.  The 
number  of  Kuropeans  was  equally 
few  on  both  tides.    The  part  that 
would  be  ta1  en  by  the  fcpoys,  either 
above  or  below  it  airs,  depended  on 
the   impreflion   of    the  moment. 
They  had  been  marched  in  an  en- 
tire igno:  ance  of  the  fubjedt  of 
their  deftinarion.    'I  hey  were  ac- 
cuflomed  to  refpecl  and  obey  the 
general,  his  fecretary  fpoke  their 
language  fluently,  and  his  aide  dc 
c  tmp  was  in  the  h:ibit  of  command- 
ing them.    The  fervants  of  the 
presidency  however  had  the  advan- 
tage of  coming  prepared,  and  with 
an  entire  know  lege  of  the  fervhc 
they  had  undertaken,  while  gene- 
ral Stuart  and  h  s  companions  were 
talc  en  by  furprizc.    Mr.  Staunton 
accordingly  affumcd  a  loud  and  au- 
thoritative tone,  and  replied  with 
ifperity  to  the   eaoofiulation  of 
major  G rattan,  while  the  general 


on  the  contrary  wafled  hii  moments 
in  arguing  the  point  of  law  with 
the  adjutant,  and  representing  the 
informality  of  his  proceedings,  as 
he  produced  no  written  order.  Ii« 
took  down  the  names  of  the  per- 
fons  concerned  in  the  arreii,  and 
infilled  upon  being  moved  from  his 
f  ar,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  pcr- 
fonal  io.ee  employed  again!!  him. 
This  propolal  was  complied  with, 
and  he  was  then,  atiirted  by  his 
own  fervants,  conveyed  without  dif- 
ficulty into  the  fort.  On  the  1 6th 
of  Gctober  he  was  put  on  board  a 
fmall  veflel  in  the  icrvice  of  go- 
vernment in  order  to  be  brought  to 
England. 

It  fcldom  happens  that  a  (hong 
and  fpiritcd  meafure  can  be  taken, 
without  involving  with  it  new  fitu- 
ations,  that  rcouirc  equal  exertion 
and  firmnefs.  U  hen  general  Bruce 
was  appointed  to  the  command  in 
the  field,  general  fir  John  Bur- 
goync,  w  ho,  as  well  as  fome  other 
ollicers  now  upon  the  coaft  of  Co- 
roinandc),  was  fenior  to  general 
Bruce,  was  ill  at  Madras.  It  would 
however  have  been  more  conform- 
able to  precedent,  to  have  named 
general  Buigoynr,  conditionally, 
when  his  health  fliould  permit  him 
to  take  the  field  ;  but  he  docs  not 
feein  to  have  been  equally  in  the 
confidence  of  the  governor  of  Ma- 
dras. Not  long  after  general  Bruce 
fell  ill,  and  fir  John  Burgoync  was 
ordered  to  join  the  army  returning 
from  the  fiege  of  Cuddalorc.  A- 
gainft  neither  of  the  fteps  of  this 
arrangement  had  he  made  any  com- 
plaint. But  the  fituation  was  dif- 
ferent, when  general  Stuart  was  dif- 
lmfied  from  the  company's  fervice, 
and  fir  John  Burgoync  was  nomi- 
nated to  fuperfede  him  in  the  en- 
tire command  of  the  king's  troops. 
To  this  he  objected,  and  peremp- 
torily icfufcd  to  comp'y,  unlcfs  he 

were 
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tvere  cither  convinced  of  th#  crimes 
of  general  Stuart,  or  general  Stuart 
had  been  put  under  arrett,  and  fo 
incapacitated  from  the  duties  of  his 
function.     The   pf^po'al  on  the 
part  of  the  civil  government  was 
in  the  firtt  infrance,  rather  a  com- 
pliance wi  h  etiquette,  than  incli- 
nation ;  an  ,  thou.h  the  ai  re  :  im- 
nic.'.iately  followed,  they  chafe  to 
accept  the  denial  of  fir  John  Bur- 
goync, and  immediately  ifl'ued  rwo 
orders,  the  one  continuing  colonel 
L»ang  a  lieutenant  general,  the  other 
dircv -ting  him  to  take  the  command 
of  the  whole  arm  v.    The  oilicer 
they  h;.d  diigufled  was  of  a  charac- 
ter, more  mi. d,  and  lefscntcrpriiing, 
than  general  Stuart,  and  though 
his  fituation  teemed  more  favour- 
able fo'  the  adoption  H  ah  Juous 
mcafurc,than  ihat  of  the  latter  had 
been,  the  p-cfidcacy  had  probably 
confidence  enough  in  their  Know- 
ledge of  his  difpOl.tion,  not  to  dread 
thcconfeqLien.cs.    Tlic  eentjui-- 
tifled  their  dctcrminat  on.  Thou  h 
the  king's  forces  to  a  man,  and  a 
part  of  the  company's,  auonilhcd 
and  indignant  at  the  meafur ,  call- 
ed upon  him  t->  niift  :he  inlult,  he 
however  determined   for  I  imfclt, 
and  induced  to,.r  otlv:  maj  rs  ge- 
neral, who  were  included  in  the 
ivcgl<  c>,  to  retire  rom  the  arnw  ,  di- 
rectin^  the  in  rrior  officers  to  obey 
rhc  orders  of  their  new  commander. 
At  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  the 
governor,  th.it  he  was  ready,  if 
called  upon,  to  furiender  h.mfelf 
into  his  hands. 

There  w-s  a  difficulty  however, 
which  was  not  removed  by  his  re- 
treat to  Madras.  Colonel  Lang  in- 
ileed  was  by  this  (hp  left  at  liberty 
to  ilTue  his  orders  without  danger  of 
their  being  contravened  ;  but  the 
riufmefs  of  difcipline,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  general  courts  mar- 


H  AND 

tial,  were  points  in  which  fir  John 
Burgoync   conceived  himfelf  not 
equally  at  liberty  to  recede.  He 
accordingly  maintained  his  com- 
mand '  f  the  king's  troops  in  regard 
to  re'u  ns,  ciders,  and  the  general 
functions  of  his  ilation  till  the  .23d 
of  December,  when  it  became  ne- 
cefl'ary  for  him  ro  take  fome  ftep,  in 
consequence  of  a  demand  that  wai 
maov?  upon  him  for  a  court  martial 
upon  one  of  the  king's  officers,  aud 
the  ;  ppcal  of  two  loldiers  from  the 
fentence   of  a   regimental  ^ourt 
martial.    Sir  Joha  Bur^oyne  en* 
countered  various  difficulties  upon 
this  occafion.    He  was  not  how- 
ever t;j  r>r  diverted  from  hi*  object, 
and  on  the  2Sth  of  December  he 
informed  the  eo  ncil  of  Madras, 
that  he  had  appoin  ed  a  day  for  the 
meeting  of  the  court,  and  that  he 
intended  to  bring  bciore  them,  bc- 
iidc  the  Hals  already  mentioned, 
the  cafe  of  an  officer,  who  appea»ed 
to  be  particularly  ; Torched  by  them 
for  difobedience  or  ordeis.    At  the 
fame  time  he  referred  it  to  the 
council,  whether  or  no  they  would 
permit  the  court  martial  to  be  held, 
lince  he  was  efolved  to  obey  their 
order-,  and,  it  it  we  e  required,  to 
withhold  his  power  as  commander 
in  chief  of  thr  king's  troops,  though 
he  mutt  form  all   protefi  againft  be- 
ing rcfponlible  lor  the  difordcrs 
that  might  enfue     Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  thi«  letter  on  the  31  It  irt- 
li.uvt,  the  civil  government  refolv- 
ed  to  put  iir  jo'an  Kurgoyne  un- 
der arrcft,  and  by  that  means  to 
put  an  end  to  the  difficulties  and 
difiuites,  which  had  fo  long  Cu Milt- 
ed bctwecu  them  and  the  kingS 
officers. 

From  the  ruinous  (late  of  the 
province  of  Arcot,  and  the  confe- 
quenccs  refulting  from  tbat  eir- 
cumtlaacc,  wc  turn  to  the  condi- 
tion 
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turn  not  lefs  deplorable  of  the  nabob  confirmations  were  appropriated  to 
viiier  •  ol*  Oude.    His  misfortunes  the  liquidation  of  the  demands  ot 
principally  originated, in  the  extra-  the  haii  India  company, 
ordinary  manner  in  which  his  fub-  Though  thefc  arrangement!,  to 
fidy  to  the  Britifli  government  had  whatever  animudverfiona  they  have 
been  incrcafed  from  36,0001.  to  been  expofed  upon  other  accounts, 
312,  00  1.  per  annum,  and  in  the  appeared  favourable  to  the  imme- 
number  of  troops  that  was  llation-  diarc  relief  and  fubiequent  mclior- 
cd  in  his  territories  from  the  fame  ation  of  the  circumitances  of  the 
quarter.    The  larl  treaty  that  had  viiier,  they  were  not  however  pro- 
been  framed  upon  this  fub,ect  was  ductive  ot  all  the  advantages,  that 
concluded  in   1775,  immediately  Mr.  Hailing*  expected  from  them, 
upon  the  acceffion  of  the  prcfent  "  I'he.cvenr,"   faid  he,  perhap* 
nabob,  and  from  that  time  the  opu-  too  much  under  the  influence  of 
lence  of  his  kingdom  and  the  re-  the  aperity  of  recent  dii'.ippoint- 
venues  of  the  Itate  had  rapidly  dc-  menr,  "  has  proved  the  revcrfe  ot 
c-ined.    In  1779,  the  natives  were  my  hopes,  accumulation  of  di it ref* 
reduced  to  the  greateil  iii:trcfs,  and  and  degradation  t  >  the  nabob,  andof 
the  complaints  of  the  prince  were  nwti.'icat  on  and  dilhonour  to  me." 
vehement  and   pathetic     It  was  The  province  was  nearly  in  a  ftate 
not  however,  at  that  time,  at  the  of  anarchy  and  inhu  ration,  and 
commencement  of  fo  arduous  and  the  company's  debt,  inllcad  of  bc- 
extenlive  a  conteir,  thought  advil-  ii>^  difc harmed  by  the  alignments 
able   by  Mr.  Hawings  to  comply  aiui  extraordinary  fourcesoi  money, 
with  his    demands.     But   in  the.  provided  for  that  purpoic,  fecmcd 
year  178  r,   Mr.  Mattings  made  a  l.kciy  to  exceed  the  amount  at 
progTefs  to  Benares  and  Oude,  the  which  it  Hood,  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
principal  object  of  which  was  itatcd  Hailings's  interview  with  the  na- 
to  be  the  relief  of  the  viiier.  Bclide  bob.    To  rectify  thefe  abuics,  the 
the  importance  of  preserving  in  governor  general  recalled  the  rcfi. 
iome  degree  the  relpectability  of  dent  and  the  BritHh  collectors  in 
this  prince,  who  formed  a  frontier  Oude;  and  he  embraced  this  op- 
to our  provinces,  his  arrears  to  portimitv  of  complying  with  the 
the  Engldh  government  had  now  commands  of  the  directors,  in  ap- 
grown  confiderabic.    in  order  to  pointing  Mr.  Bri;k>w  to  fuccced 
reitorc  him  to  his  former  opulence  Mr.  Middleton  in  the  former  of 
and  dignity,  a  great  part  of  our  mi-  thefc  offices.   One  of  the  dil'g raced 
lkary  citablifhmcnt  in  his  country  officers  foon  after  died,   but  the 
v,2ts  agreed  to  be  withdrawn,  but  orher  two  were  accufed  of  grofr 
the  amount  of  the  fubiidy  does  not  abufes  and  peculation,  and  a  fevere 
appear  to  have  been   licred.    Fi«  enquiry  was  ordered  to  be  infti- 
zulla  Khan  however,  the  moll  prof-  tuted  againtt  them.  With  the  event 
perous  of  his  dependant^:,  and  the  ot  this  enquiry  we  arc   not  ac- 
priacetres  of  Oude,  the  mother  and  quaint  d. 

grandmother  of  the  n~bob.  were  Mr.  Harlings  was  not  better  fa- 
lacrificed  to  his  immediate  ncceili-  tislted  with  the  conduct  of  the  mi- 
ties,  aud  a  conliderablc  part  of  the  nilter  of  the  nabob,  than  he  had 

♦  The  title  of  vifier  or  firft  minifter  of  the  Mogul  empire  !i  hereditary  in  the  family 
•f  this  prince. 
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been  with  the  fcrvants  of  the  com- 
pany in  that  province.    This  mif- 
underlianding  appeared  in  a  very 
confpicuous  light  in  the  affair  or 
Almas  Ali  Khan.    This  zemidar 
was  regarded  by  the  governor  ge 
neral  as  afpiring  to  independency. 
44  His  defection,"  lays  Mr.  Fall- 
ings, "  his  retreat  to  the  frontier, 
and  the  fubfequent  negt>ciations 
between  him  and  the  nabob,  rc- 
femble  more  a  treaty  between  equal 
fratcs,  than  a  transaction  between 
a  fovcreign  and  his  vaflal."  The 
minifter  indeed  reprefented,  that 
there  had  been  no  revolt  on  the 
part  of  Almas,  and  that  the  whole 
province  of  Oude  enjoyed  the  molt 
perfect  peace  and  tranquility.  But 
from  whatever  fource  Mr.  Haft- 
ings  derived  his  information,  he 
was  perfectly  incredulous  to  the 
aflertions  of  the  minifter,  and  re- 
garded them  as  inllanccs  of  the 
mod  fhamclefs  infolence  end  dupli- 
city.   He    accordingly  intlrueted 
Mr.  Briftow,  the  new  refident  at 
Oude,  that  44  if  any  engagement  fub- 
fifled  between  the  zemidar  and  the 
nabob,    it  muft,  however  excep- 
tionable, be  faithfully  obferved  ; 
but  if  Almas  Ali  Khan  had  been 
guilty  of  any  crime  againtt  the 
(late,  for  which  no  immunity  was 
provided  in  the  engagement,  or  if 
he  fliould  break  any  one  of  the 
conditions  of  it,  it  mould  be  Mr. 
Briftow's  fpecial  care,  to  endeavour, 
either  by  force  or  furprifc,  to  ie- 
cure  his  per  Ion  and  bring  him  to 
jurtice."  **  By  bringing  him  to  juf- 
tice,"    continued    Mr.  Haiiingj, 
44  I  mean  that  you  urge  the  nabob, 
on  due  conviction,  to  punilh  him 
with  death,  a3  a  neceflary  example 
to  deter  others  from  the  commillion 
.of  the  like  crimes ;  nor  mull  you 
defift  till  this  is  effected.    I  can- 
not prescribe  the  means ;   but  to 
guard  myfelf  againft  the  oMoquy 


to  which  I  may  be  cxpofed,  by  a 
forced  mifconttruction  of  this  order 
by  thole,  who  ma)  be  hereafter  em- 
ployed in  fcarching  our  records  for 
cavils  and  informations  againtt  me, 
I  think  it  proper  to  forbid  and  pro- 
tell  a?ainit  the  ufe  of  any  fraudu- 
lent  ariifice  or  treachery,  to  accom- 
plilh  the  end  which  I  have  pre- 
scribed ;  and  as  you  alone  are  privy 
to  the  order,  you  will  of  courle  ob- 
ferve  the  feciet,  that  it  may  not 
tranfpire."  Thcfc  in  ft  ructions  were 
dated  the  23d  of  October  1  >S?. 

However  threatening  an  afpcit 
the  enmity  of  the  governor  general 
bore  to  him,  the  zemidar  furvived 
this  dangerous  and  tottering  iitua- 
tion,  and  lived  to  have  his  inno- 
cence and  rectitude  openly  pro- 
claimed. On  the  30th  of  April 
1784,  Mr.  Haliings,  fpeaking  of 
certain  fums  of  money  lie  hud  ob- 
tained of  the  vificr,  obferved  in 
one  influncc,  44  J  his  was  procured 
by  my  own  fuggcl'tion  from  Almas 
Ali  Khan,  who  complied  chcar- 
lully  and  without  hefitation,  con- 
hdering  it  as  an  evidence  feulbnably 
offered  for  the  general  refutation 
of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  dif- 
loyalty,  which  have  been  too  la- 
boiioully  urged  againlt  him,  and 
carried  at  oue  time  to  an  excels, 
which  had  nearly  diivcu  him,  to 
abandon  the  country  for  the  prc- 
fervation  of  his  life  and  honour, 
and  thus  to  give  a  colour  to  the 
charges  themselves.*' 

Nothing  is  more  diflrcfsful,  than 
the  famines  with  which  this  fertile 
quancr  of  rhc  ^lobc  h  lb  frequently 
vilited.  The  appointment  of  Mr. 
Mailings  to  the  prefidcncy  of  Cal- 
cutta was  preceded  by  a  famine, 
tragical  and  dcliructivc  bcyoni 
what  it  is  almoit  poffiblc  for  us  to 
fonn  an  ide.i.  W  e  have  a  heady 
mentioned  the  famine  of  t~*q. 
And  the  year  17S2  was  clofed  by  a 
1  new 
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Hew  calamity  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  completed  and  aggravated 
all  the  misfortunes  of  war.  Four- 
teen thoufand  perfons  periftied 
weekly  in  Madras  and  its  environs. 
This  moll  terrible  of  all  human 
ills  extended  over  the  whole  penin- 
fula,  nor  were  the  provinces  of 
Oude  and  Benares  exempt  from  its 
deirru£rive  influence.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  Englifti  government  of 
Bengal  however,  by  the  wife  and 
proviJcnt  conduct  ot  Mr.  Hattings, 
efcaped  in  fome  meafure  from  Glar- 
ing in  the  common  misfortune. 

Diftatisned  as  the  governor-ge- 
neral had  been  with  the  effects  of 
the  arrangement  in  1781,  he  began 
at  this  time  to  relax  from  the  fevc- 
rity  he  had  cxercifed  towards  Fi- 
zulla  Khan  and  the  princcfles  of 
Oude.  A  new  treaty  was  conclud- 
ed between  the  former  and  the  na- 
bob, under  the  aufpices  of  the 
Bririfti  government,  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1783,  by  which  he  was 
•  reitored  to  his  dominions,  upon  the 
payment  of  a  fmall  fine.  About 
the  fame  time  the  morher  and  grand- 
mother of  the  viiier  were  rc-inftat- 
ed  in  the  poflelfion  of  their  refpec- 
tivc  appanages. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  the 
complaints  of  the  nabob  of  the 
dirtrefled  (ituation  of  his  dominions 
became  as  loud  as  ever.  It  was 
now  fufficiently  evident,  that  the 
fyflcm  the  fcrvants  of  the  company 
kad  purfued  with  this  prince  ever 
fincc  his  acccflion,  was  no  longer 
confident  with  the  profperity,  or 
almoft  the  exiftencc  of  his  domi- 
nions. In  compliance  with  his  re- 
prefentations,  on  the  31ft  of  De- 
cember it  was  refolved,  finally  to 
withdraw  the  Britifli  reudency  from 
Lucknow,  and  to  accept  in  lieu  of 
it  the  fecurity  of  backers  of  known 
credit  and  rcfponfibility  for  the 
payment  of  the  balance  due  to  the 


company,  and  the  current  fabfidy. 
In  addition  to  this  proceeding  the 
governor  general  determined,  prc- 
vioully  to  the  time  in  which  he  in- 
tended to  quit  the  prefidenev,  to 
pay  another  vifir,  in  compliance 
with  the  invitation  of  the  vilier 
and  his  new  miniltcr,  who  was  upon 
better  terms  with  Mr.  Mailings 
than  his  predecelfor,  to  the  domi- 
nions of  this  prince.  Accordingly, 
on  the  7th  of  February,  I7^4»  it 
was  fignified  to  the  government  of 
Bengal  that  fecurity  in  due  form 
had  been  given  by  the  vificr,  and 
on  the  17th  initanc  Mr.  Mailings 
fct  out  on  his  progrefs  for  Luck- 
now. 

It  may  be  no  difagrceable  relief 
to  the  fevcrity  and  dillrefs  of  the 
proceedings  we  have  been  obliged 
to  relate,  to  take  notice  of  the  ar- 
rival of  lir  William  Jones  at  Cal- 
cutta, in  confequence  of  his  pro- 
motion to  be  one  of  the  members  of 
the  fupremc  court  of  judicature. 
The  elegance  of  manners  and  t!.c 
brilliancy  of  imagination,  by  which 
this  gentleman  is  dillinguiflicd,  his 
love  of  letters,  of  liberty  and  man- 
kind,  gave  a  peculiar  propriety  to 
his  appointment,  and  might  afford 
us  no  uncertain  p-ofpccl,  if  a  few 
characters  equally  venerable  and 
elevated  could  be  found  to  unite 
with  him  in  the  trlorious  under- 

o 

taking,  of  a  fpecdy  termination  to 
all  the  dilbrders  of  India.  One  of 
the  carlicfl  dccilioni  pronounced  by 
him,  was  in  the  cauie  between  the 
army  and  the  company,  refpccling 
the  trcafures  which  were  found  in 
the  fortrefs  of  the  mother  of  the 
raja  of  Benares,  which  was  finally 
decreed  in  f.;vour  of  the  company. 
On  the  15th  of  January,  17S4,  a 
fociety  was  inftitutcd  by  lir  William 
Jones,  for  enquiring  into  the  hifto- 
rv,  civil  and  natural,  the  antiqui- 
ty, ^rt  ,  faiences  and  literature 

of 
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of  Alia.  And  thus  the  literature  beneficence  and  peace,  have  at 
of  Europe,  and  along  with  it,  it  is  length  obtained  a  footing  in  the? 
to  be  hoped}  the  arts  of  humanity,    plains  of  Hindoftan. 


CHAP.  VI. 

General  Eletlion.    Meeting  of  ParVammt.   We flminfer  Scrutiny.    Votes  of 

Supply.    Parliamentary  Reform. 

TT  had  been  the  aflcrtion  of  fome   conftituting  one  of  the  mod  nume- 
X  of  the  leading  members  of  the    rous  and  independent  bodies  in  the 
Oppofition,  that  the  popularity  of  kingdom,  was  loll  in  the  two  cir- 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues  was  dc-    cumftanccs,  of  their  election  fur- 
lufive  and  unfounded,  and  that  a    nifhing  a  kind  of  touchllone  of  the 
very  fhort  interval  would  fuftice    dilpolition  of  that  celebrated  and 
for  its  dcfrru£tion.    Their  obferva-   opulent  county,  and  of  the  advan- 
tion  however  was  not  completely   tugc  pofleflcd  by  the  declining  par- 
verified.   The  great  and  memorable    ty  in  that  place,  in  having  as  their 
conteft  between  adminiftration  and    Ladcr  lord  fohn  Cavcndtlh,  a  no- 
the  houfc  of  commons  had  now  en-   bleman  of  tne  molt  unfpotred  cha- 
dured  a  conliderable  time,  and  the    racier,  the  mo^t  amiable  manners, 
popularity  of  the  former,  inficad  of   and  who  had  hitheTto  filled  the  molt 
diminiftiing,  feerried  daily  to  grow    elevated  place  in  the  veneration  of 
more  extcnfive  and  unqucltionable.    his  countrymen.    Lord  John  Ca- 
Nevcr  was  any  decilion,  if  we  take    vcndilh  and    his  fellow-candidate 
it  in  all  its  parts,  more  full  and  ex-    were  thrown  out  upon  the  poll, 
plicit,  than  that  which  was  given  by    and  on  the  fame  day  Mr.  Fo!  jambe, 
the  people  of  England  in  the  pre-    the  fucccflbr  and  heir  of  fir  George 
fent  general  eledtion.    In  two  of   Savile,  and  Mr.  Weddel,  declined 
the    carlicll    contefted    elections,   all  farther  conteft  for  the  county  of 
which  were  made  on  the  30th  and    York.    The  other  confiderablc  pcr- 
31ft  of  March,  for  the  boroughs  of   fons  in  the  party  of  Mr.  Fox,  who 
Hertford  and  Hull,  Mr.  William    fuft'ered  in  this  general  eleoYton, 
Baker  and  Mr.  David  Hartley,  two    were  fir  Robert  Clayton,  member 
very  diltinguifhed  adherents  of  the    for  Surrey  ;  fir  Richard  Hotham* 
cx-minillcr?,  were  rejected.  Theic    for  Southwark  ;  fir  Thomas  Charles 
determinations  however  were  made    Bunbury, for  Suffolk:  general  Con- 
\ipon  a  confined  fcale,  and  could  at    way,  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  ;  Mr. 
bed  be  regarded  only  as  a  kind  of   Thomas  William  Coke,  for  Nor- 
earneft  of  the  victory  which  was  to    folk;  colonel  Hartley   and  Mr. 
follow.    But  the  memotablc  day,    F.lwes,  for  Berkshire  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
which  fcemed  finally  to  overthrow    Halfcy,   for    Hertfordfiiire  ;  Mr. 
all  oppofition,   was  the  fixth  of   Thomas  Grenvillc,  for  Buckinp- 
April.    On  this  day  the  poll  was    hamfliire  ;  lord  Sheffield,  for  the 
finally  clofed  for  the  city  of  York,    city  of  Coventry;  Mr.  |ohn  Town- 
The  importance  of  this  place,  as    (hend,  for  the  univcrfity  of  Cain- 
,  bridge ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOREIGN 

Bridge  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Erflrine, 
for  Portfmouth. 

But,  though  the  majority  ob- 
tained by  adminiftration,  in  this 
election  w«s  the  moft  complete  and 
numerous,  it  was  however  im- 
portable that  a  party  *  fo  elevated  in 
abilities,  and  fo  high  in  their  opu- 
lence, Ihould  fuffcr  a  total  and  un- 
qualified defeat.  In  the  city  of 
Norwich,  which  had  been  among 
the  carlieO  in  its  reprobation  of  the 
late  miniftcrs,  they  were  able  to 
feat  as  a  new  member  Mr.  \\  illiam 
Windham.  Though  the  coTite  .t  ter- 
minated to  their  difadvantage,  the 
election  for  Middlefex  in  favour  of 
Mr.  George  By  ng,  and  fliU  more  that 
in  Buckmghamitiirc,in  favourofearl 
Verney,  were  conducted  with  much 
perfeverancc  and  a  great  equality  of 
votes.  The  fame  obfcrvat.on  may 
be  applied  to  the  city  of  Briltol, 
where  one  of  the  defeated  party 
maintained  the  majority  upon  the 
poll  during  an  election  of  five  weeks; 
In  Bedfordshire,  where  it  was  alfo 
Fought  with  equal  arms;  the  contcft 
terminated  in  favour  of  Mr.  St. 
Andrew  St.  John,  late  one  of  the 
tinder  fccretaric3  of  Hate,  by  a 
majority  of  one.  In  the  city  of 
London,  after  the  moft  iircnuous 
,  exertions  on  both  fides,  the  number 
of  friends  and  of  enemies  to  aJirii- 
niftration  were  left,  upon  the  clofe 
of  the  poll,  exactly  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding parliament. 

But  a  flruggle  fcarcely  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  and  memorable  than  a 
battle  between  contending  nations, 
or  a  revolution  in  the  ftructure  or 
their  government,  was  exhibited 
in  the  *ity  of  Wefirnififter.  T!*e 
candidates  for  this  pbee  were,  lord 
Hood,  the  fellow-foldicr  of  lord 
Rodney  in  the  naval  engagement 
Tjctwecn  the  French  and  Englifh  on 
the  1 2th  of  April,  1782,  and  who 
had  in  a  manner  divided  with  that 
commander  the  glory  of  the  day ; 
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Mr.  Fox ;  and  fir  Cecil  Wray,  a 
gentleman  who  had  originally  been 
brought  in  upon  the  intercft  of 
Mr.  :  ox,  but  who  now  united  with 
lord  Hood  in  oppoiition  to  him. 
The  election   commcnevd  on  the 
firft  of  April.    During  the  two  firft 
days  Mr.  Fox  maintained  a  ma- 
jority over  both  the  other  candi- 
dates.   On  the  third  of  \pril  how- 
ever, the  tide  was  turned  againft 
him,  partly,  as  it  was  fuppofed, 
ti. rough  the  in'r-jmentality  of  the 
immediate  dependent s  of  u.e  crown* 
and  continued  in  that  direttion  for 
the  thiec  following  days  of  the 
poll.  On  the  bth,  the  9m,  the  10th, 
and  the  12th  of  April,  the  contcft 
was  carried  on  with  more  equality, 
but  uniformly  ro  the  disadvantage  of 
the  late  fecrcrary  of  irate.    On  rhc 
latt  of  thefc  diys  the  number  of 
per  Tons  Who  had  polled  amounted 
to  about  ten  thoufand,  u  greater 
number  than  h?.d  ever  been  known 
to  have  voted  upon  any  former  oc- 
cauon ;   and  the  majority  againft 
him,  in  favour  of  fir  C  ecil  A  ray, 
who  was  fecond  upon  the  poll,  was 
three  hundred  and  eighteen. 

;  he  election  had  now  continued 
for  ne  irly  a  fornirhr,  and  it  would 
have  been  judged  by  any  perfons, 
lefs  fanguifie  th:m  ]V<r*  Fox  and  bis 
fricnd3,that  their  cnuie  was  become 
defperatc.  But  they  had  examined 
the  events  of  the  election  with  care, 
and  were  fr.tisfied  that  their  pro- 
fpc£t  was  not  hopelcis  The  party 
of  adminiilration  had  acted  under 
the  apprchenfion  that  the  election 
would  not  probably  be  drawn  into 
any  extraordinary  length,  and  had 
in  a  manner  cxhau  cd  their  efforts 
early  in  the  pull.  But  the  oppo- 
fitc  »  arty  were  aware  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  drawing  out  the  con- 
tctt  for  feveral  weeks  longer,  and 
were  perfuaded  that  a  very  great 
number  of  voters  f tall  renvvned. 
The  nobility  on  this  lide  poflelied 
H  advan- 
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advantages  in  opulence  and  pro- 
perty, that  might  at  lean  balance 
thot'e  of  the  minillcrial  faction. 
Their  exertions  hud  not  been 
equally  ltrcnuous  in  the  outlet,  and 
they  had  for  that  realbn  a  greater 
body  of  refources  dill  at  their  com- 
mand. But  they  had  one  advan- 
tage, of  which  the  oppofite  party 
were  not  aware,  and  which  proved 
to  them  in  the  illue  of  more  value 
than  all  the  rclt.  This  was  in  the 
beauty,  the  amiable  qualities,  the 
infinuating  manners,  and,  above 
all,  the  intrepidity,  the  indullry 
and  exertion  of  the  duchefs  of  De- 
vonfliire.  Animated  by  perfonal 
friendfhip,  urged  forward  by  every 
confideration  that  embraced  the 
glory  aad  the  dignity  of  the  houfe 
•f  Gavendifli,  and  infpircdwith  an 
inextraguiihablc  zeal  tcr  what  (be 
conceived  lo  be  a  great  public  be- 
nefit, this  exalted  woman  entered 
upon  a  perianal  canvas  in  favour 
of  the  lofing  candidate,  and  was 
fvot  to  be  deterred  by  a.iy  inconve- 
niences of  the  puriu.t/by  any  of 
thofc  reflexions  and  calumnies 
which  might  naturally  be  expected 
from  an  cxafperated  party,  from 
.carrying  to  its  proper  termination 
the  bufiuefs  upon  which  Aie  had 
entered.  The  termination  was 
worthy  of  the  dignity  and  merit  of 
the  actor.  Mr.  Fox  gained  upon 
his  opponent  in  the  p. 11  of  every 
day,  and  finally  cloled  the  coattft 
on  the  17th  of  May,  with  a  ma- 
jority of  235. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  an 
election,  made  by  lb  nuranous  a 
body,  and  carried  on  for  fo  lon£ 
a  time,  fhould  be  unaccompanied 
with  many  extraordinary  circum- 
iianecs.  In  a  ftruyglc  fo  defperate 
and  determined,  both  parties  brought 
the  loudclt  accufatioiij.  of  fraud  and 
uniairncls  againtl  their  opponents. 
The  progrefs  of  the  election  indeed 
had  been  Juch  iu  ilveral  reip-.-ci*  us 


to  give  no  unplaufible  handle  t& 
charges  of  this  kind.  In  the  earlier 
Hagcs  of  the  poll,  1800  perfons 
were  fometimcs  fuid  to  have  voted 
in  iix  hours,  a  circumuance  which 
may  naturally  be  conceived  to  pre- 
clude an  accurate  examination  of 
their  refpective  qualifications  ;  and 
at  the  clofe  of  it,  it  was  found  that 
3000  perfons  had  given  their  voices 
more  than  upon  any  former  occa- 
iron.  A  number  of  foldiers,  and 
other  retainers  of  the  court,  who- 
had  given  to  fir  Cecil  \\  ray  his  firll 
majority,  furnifhed  a  topic  for  the 
declamations  of  the  parti  fans  of 
Mr.  Fox  :  and  the  inexhaulliblc 
fund  of  voters,  that  the.  latter  party 
feemed  to  poiiefs  toward  the  cl  ;le 
of  the  election,  though  at  that  time 
the  poll  was  conducted  with  ex- 
treme llrictticfs,  was  calculated  ar 
lealt  at  the  tirli  bl  lii  to  excite  the 
fufpicions  even  of  impartial  ob- 
iervcrs.  Influenced  by  thefe  con- 
fidcrations,  each  fide  had  in  its  turn 
declared  its  determination  for  the 
demand  of  a  fcrutiny  after  the  poll 
(hould  be  concluded.  This  is  a 
proceeding  that  lias  been  found  in 
the  experiment  feldom  deciiive,  al- 
ways expenfive,  and  always  vexa- 
tious to  the  victorious  party.  It 
was  natural  therefore,  when  the 
election  had  run  out  beyond  the 
length  that  had  at  all  been  ex- 
pected at  its  commencement,  that 
that  liJe  which  had  the  majority 
fhould  be  dolirout  to  preclude  thif 
kind  of  attack.  It  was  not  till  the 
t  3th  of  May  that  Mr.  Fox  received 
any  regular  propofal  for  terminat- 
ing the  election.  The  return  had 
been  fixed,  bv  the  authority  from 
which  the  mandate  for  the  election 
ifTued,  for  the  iSth  in:lanr.  It  had 
been  the  univerfal  practice  in  the 
cafe  of  a  general  election  10  conli- 
dcr  this  term  as  irrevocable,  and  to 
clofe  proceedings  in  the  court 
or'  the  itariit  or  iiifcii.ir  ofticcr, 

whether 
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whether  in  the  mode  of  fcrutiny  or 
poll,  againft  that  day.  It  had  been 
rumoured  however  in  the  prefent 
infiance,  that  this  law  of  prece- 
dent was  not  intended  to  be  adher- 
ed to.  Mr.  Fox  therefore,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  new  colour  of  juftice  to 
his  caufe,  exerted  himfelf  to  keep 
open  the  poll  as  long  as  the  it  turn- 
ing officer  (hould  allow  it  to  go  on. 
On  the  i  ;th  iniiant,  it  was  clofed 
by  the  authority  of  this  officer,  and 
on  the  fame  day,  in  conference  of 
the  reprefentations  of  lir  Cecil 
Wray  and  his  friends,  a  fcrutiny 
was  granted  in  favour  of  that  gcv 
tleman.  Jn  confequencc  of  this 
proceeding  a  return  was  made  to 
the  court  of  chancery,  which  might 
be  fry  led  hiltorical,  relating  the 
events  of  the  election,  dating  that 
a  fcrutiny  was  granted,  and  al- 
leging the  impoffibility  under 
thefe  circumftances  of  making  the 
ufual  return. 

The  meeting  of  parliament  took 
pbee  on  the  1 8th  irritant ;  and  it 
is  from  this  term  that  wc  may  date 
in  fame  fenfe  rhe  commencement 
of  the  parliamentary  exiftence  of 
the  new  ad  mi  nill  ration.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  laft  fefljon  may  ra- 
ther be  faid  to  have  been  fpent  in 
a  conteft  refpeeting  the  great  offices 
of  government,  than  in  the  cha- 
la&eriftic  exertions  of  a  regular 
adrninift ration.  They  had  now 
completed  their  arrangements,  they 
had  obtained  every  advantage  ct 
fituation,  and  they  were  at  this  mo- 
ment to  confider  thcmlelves,  as  en- 
tering upon  their  miniftcrial  career, 
and  upon  thofe  meafurcs,  which 
were  to  decide  their  chara&er  as 
able  Aatefmen  and  judicious  legif- 
lators.  Mr.  Pitt  centered  in  his 
own  pcrfon  the  two  offices  of  firft 
lord  of  the  tre  .fury,  and  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  ;  the  fecrtta- 
rics  of  ftate  for  the  home  and  fo- 
feiga  department  were  lord  Sydney 


and  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen  ; 
lord  vifcount  Howe  was  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  ;  lord  Thurlow 
lord  chancellor,  and  earl  Gowcr 
lord  prefident  of  the  council.  The 
privy-feal  had  been  put  in  commif- 
lion ;  the  office  of  paymafter-gene- 
ral  was  held  in  common  by  Mr. 
William  Gruiville  and  lordMul- 
grave;  the  trcafurermip  of  the 
navy  had  been  bcOowed  upon  Mr. 
Henry  Dundas  ;  fir  George  Yonge 
was  fecrctai  y  at  war ;  Mr.  Lloyd 
Kenyon  had  recently  been  created 
a  baronet,  and  appointed  matter  of 
the  rolls  ;  ahd  the  offices  of  attor- 
ney and  folic  tor  general  were  be- 
llowed upon  Mr.  Pepper  Arden  and 
Mr.  Archibald  Macdonald. 

The  former  fpeaker  being  re- 
feated  in  the  chair  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  on  the  10th  of  May,  the 
fellion  was  opened  by  a  fpecch  from 
the  throne.  Upon*  this  occanon 
the  king  exprened  the  greateft  fa- 
tisfadlion  at  meeting  his  parliament 
at  this  time,  after  having  recurred 
in  fo  important  a  moment  to  the 
fenfe  of  his  people.  He  entertain- 
ed a  juft  and  confident  reliance,  that 
that  aflembry  was  animated  with 
rhe  fame  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and 
the  fame  attachment  to  the  confii- 
tution,  which  had  been  fo  fully 
manifefted  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  The  objects  peculiarly 
recommended  to  their  attention, 
were  the  alarming  progrefs  of  frauds 
in  the  revenue,  the  framing  fuch 
commercial  regulations  as  were  im- 
mediately nceeflary,  and  the  pro- 
viding for  the  good  government  of 
our  pofietfions  in  the  Eaft  Indies* 
Upon  this  fubjeL^  parliament  would 
not  lofe  tight  of  the  effect,  which 
the  meafurcs  they  adopted  might 
have  on  our  own  conlbtution  and 
our  dearcll  intcrefts  at  home.  The 
king  had  no  wifti,  but  to  confult  the 
prosperity  of  his  people,  by  a  con- 
ftant  attention  to  every  object  of 
H  a  national 
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national  concern,  by  an  uniform 
adherence  to  the  true  principles  of 
our  free  conttituron.  and  by  fup- 
potting  and  maintaining  in  their 
ji..;  balance  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  every  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Fox  had  early  protefted  in 
thewarme'  manner  to  the  returning 
officer  of  the  c.t.  01  Wei  minder, 
apainlt  the   rcquifition   that  wu* 
made  of  a  fcrutiny  on  the  part  of 
Sir  Cecil  \\  ra> .  Thou  h  preclud- 
ed by  the  return  that  had  been 
made  from  fitting  for  V\  o  minl'er, 
he  had  however  taken  his  leat  for  a 
Scott  ill  1  borough,  into  which  he  had 
been  introduce    uy  the  intcrell  of 
fir  Thomas  Dundas.    On  the  full 
day  of  the  fcflion,  when  the  quef- 
tion  before  the  houfc  was  the  choice 
of  a  fpcaker,  he  took  occalion  to 
expreis  his  Sentiments  of  the  un- 
piccedcnttd  mcafure,  that  had  been 
adopted  againli  him.    It  was  in- 
deed generally  admitted,  that  the 
quelHon  refpect  ng  the  nature  of 
the  return  that  was  made,  ough|  to 
precede  all  other  bulimis  in  the 
houle  of  common  .  Accordingly 
on  the  2.:th  ot  i».a\  it  Mas  moved 
by  Mr.  Lee,  the   ate  attorney  ge- 
neral, 44  i  hat  the  high  bai.ifi  of 
the  city  of  W  clhiini  er,  having  pro- 
ceedcu  to  take,  and  l  aving  hnaliy 
doled  the  poll  lor  that  city,  pie- 
▼  oully  to  the  day  on  wh  ch  the 
writ  of  electi  n  expired,  ought  to 
have  retU'tied  two  citizens  to  ferve 
in  parlian.cnt  tor  that  city  ^J'his 
motion  brought  on  a  tit- bate,  in 
*i  ich  it  was  particularly  contend- 
ed by  the  mailer  o.  the  rolls,  the 
attorney  general,  lord  Mahon,  and 
h  r.    in,  th  it  the  meaiuic  now 
fugg<  ft  d  was  i'i  p  opcr,  and  that 
the  high  bailiff  t  ught  by  every 
rule  of    quity  and  jui  Le  to  l  e 
heard  before  he  was  condemned 
It  was  replied  to  this  argument  by 
lord  North,  that  the  motion  of 


Mr.  Lee  tended  merely  toafcertaiti 
and  eftablifh  a  point  of  law,  to 
which  in  his  opinion  they  were  at 
this  time  perfectly  competent.  The 
high  bailiff  had  trade  no  return  on 
the  day  Specified  in  the  writ,  and 
had  afllgned  his  reafons  for  not  hav- 
ing obeyed  the  king's  command 
and  the  laws  of  the  land.  The 
refolution  was  no  refolution  of  cen- 
fure'or  puniflimcnt,  and  therefore 
in  the  prelent  riage  of  the  bulineli 
the  houfr  had  nothing  to  do  with 
putting  the  high  bailiff  upon  his 
defence,  but  limply  to  decide  upon 
tl-e  reafons  on  their  table.  The 
previous   quell  ion    having  been 
moved  by  lir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  it 
was  at  length  put  and  the  houfc 
divided,  ayes  2*.  3,  noes  13^  ma- 
jority 147.    It  was  then  ordered, 
That  the  high  bailiff  and  his  de- 
puty fliould  attend  the  houle  on  the 
day  following. 

On  that  day  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  t  ox,  complaining 
of  an  undue  return  on  the  part  of 
the  high  bailiff.  Mr.  Fox  at  the 
fame  time  declaring  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  move,  that  the  petition 
fliould  be  referred  to  a  committee  un- 
der Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  it  was  mov- 
ed bv  lord  Mulgrave,  and  feconded 
by  lir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  44  That  the 
petition  did  not  come  within  the 
regulations  of  that  bill."  It  was 
then  ordered  that  the  petition  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfc  on 
the  8th  inllant,  and  the  attend- 
ance of  the  high  bailiff  was  put 
off  for  that  day.  Mr.  Fox  wra 
permitted  to  be  heard  by  counfel, 
and  upon  a  petition  from  the  high 
bailiff,  prcfented  by  lord  Mahon, 
the  lame  favour  was  extended  to 
that  officer.  On  the  31  If,  a  peti- 
tion was  brought  up  from  the  elec- 
tors of  Weftminfter  in  the  intcreft 
of  Mr.  Fox,  and  they  alfo  were 
heard  by  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfc.    A  aether  petition  was  pre- 
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firmed  on  the  2d  of  June  on  the  writ  and  of  the  members  chofen  in 
part  of  the  electors  in  the  interelt  of  purfuance  of  it."  Tltis  motion 
$r  Cecil  Wray,  praying  that  the  was  oppofed  by  nearly  the  »anie 
high  bailiff  might  be  permitted  to  fpeakers  as  had  aleady  ta*en  ? 
proceed  on  the  fcrutiny.  part  in  the  bufintfs  in  oppoution. 

The  pletdinrs  and  evidence  on   to  >Jr.  Fox.     Various   mi  arces 
the  part  of  Mr.  Fox  commenced   were  produced  of  writs,  rehiring 
on  the  2^th  day  or  May,  and  were    which,  when  the  per  on  to  whom 
refumcd  on  the  2d  of  June.    The   they  were  hTucd  reprefented  his 
points  the  witnefle.>  were  called  to   inabili  y  for  the  having  executed 
eftablifh  were,  that  many  votes  h  .d    them  in  the  time  o  igi  ally  Ipcci- 
been  fufpended  till  their  legality    ficd,  the  court  from  which  they 
had  been  enquired  into,  that  per-   had  proceeded  extended  the  term 
fons  had  been  lent  to  t'  e  dw  llin.^s   of  thtir  ret'irn.    A  Mauite,  which 
of  fulpected  voters  t «  afce*  ta  n  the   had  been  enacted  in  William  the 
identity  r>f  »hcir  perfons,  and  that   Th  rd,  uas  obferved  upon  as  mak- 
evcry  precaution  had  be.  n  eir  ploy-   ing  particulnh  in  favour  of  the 
ed  that  no  fpurous  votes  (hould   conduct  of  the  high  bailiff,  iince, 
pafs  in  favour  of  Mr  Fox.    The  th  ugh  dccii  ve  reflecting  the  re- 
evidence  on  the  part  of  the  high    turn  of  a  writ  iflued  to    (h  riff,  it 
bailiff  was  intended  to  prove,  that    vvas  entirely  filent  upon  the  c.ifc  of 
he  had  information  v  at  the  names  a  precept  originating  ^ ith  a  flie- 
of  upwards  of  four  hundred  per-    tiff,  ani  add  Vlicd  to  a  mayor  or 
fans  appeared  upon  the  poll-books    bailifl.   It  was  added,  that  ti.e  oath, 
is  having  voted  for  Mr.  Fox  out  of  of  the  high  bailiff  obliged  him  iq 
two  parifhes,   not  one  of  which    «*  leturn  fuch  pe  fon  or  perform  as 
could  be  f'^und  or  was  believe,  to   (hould  to  the  belt  of  his  judgment 
be  in  exigence.    An  afbdavit  was   appear  to  ha*  e  a  majority  of  .egal 
produced,  fworn  before  a  ivatter  in    votes  '     To  oblige  him  there  lore 
chancery,  by  three  1  errors  aleg-    to  make  a  fpecific  return  b  tore  he 
ing,  that  money  haa  been  ohVed    had  been  able  to  fat  sfy  his  con- 
them  to  take  upon  them  the  cha-   fci.^nte,  was  to  impole  upon  him 
rifter  of  Wcfrminftrr  electors  and   the  necefli  y  of  involving  himlelf 
poll  for  Mr.  Fox.    Other  evidence   in  ;he  guilt  of  perjury.    In  pur-r 
of  the  fame  fort  being  adduced,  it   fuancc  of  thefe  reaftnipsis  it  was 
was  warmly  taken  up  by  the  oppo-   f;*id  by  Mr.  Pitt  that,  though  it 
fit  ion,  as  going  to  prejudge  the   were  unquefiionabl    his  intereft, 
whole  election,  and  being  extremely   and  though  he  tclt  it  to  be  his  lin- 
improper  in  that  ftage  of  the  bufi-   cere  wifti,  to  abrtain  from  every 
pels.    The  houfe  was  divided  no   thing  that  had  even  the  appearance 
lefs  than  thrte  times  upon  different  of  perfecut  on,  yet    w^en  great 
queftions    moved  on   this  point,   contHtutional   queOions  were  .1- 
each  of  which  was  rejected  by  a   volved,  he  was  then  »eady  to  forr  o 
majority  of  confiderably  more  than   every  other  conlideration,  and  p 
two  to  one.  far  to  gratify  hi-  adverf  ry,  as  to 

The  pleadings  and  evidence  of  f  irnilh  him  with  th«  pr  tence  of 
either  party  being  concluded,  it  being  the  object  of  mini1  erial  pur- 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Welbore  FUis,  fuit,  rather  than,  fur  the  f .ikc^fcf 
and  feconded  by  Mr.  Anftrutber,  p  rfonal  convenience  or  ingl  rious 
♦*  That  the  high  bailiff  be  directed  fafetv,to  depart  from  the  true  prin- 
.fbrthwith  to  make  a  return  of  the  ciples  of  the  government  of  Britain. 

H3  The 
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The  arguments  on  the  other  fide 
were  fummed  up  with  remarkable 
ability  and  animation  by  Mr.  Fox. 
There  were  two  points  of  view  in 
wh'ch  t  e  quel* ion  might  be  con- 
fidercd  ;  the  firit,  whether  the  evi- 
dence before  the  hi^h-bailiff  were 
fuffejent  to  warrant  h;s  granting  a 
fcrutiny,  fuppolin^  him  to  have 
legal  powers  for  that  pu.  pole,  the 
fecond,  whether  any  returning  of- 
ficer cculd  *y  law  graiit  a  fcrutiny 
upon  the  complete!!  eviuence  of  its 
ncceflity,  which  could  not  com- 
mence rill  after  the  day  on  which 
the   writ   was  returnable.     T  he 
great'  defence  of  the  high  bailiff 
was  built  I'pon  the  circuniftancc  of 
fir  Cecil  VVray  and  his  agents  hav- 
ing furnifhed  him  with  a  regular 
liu  of  bad  votes  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
For.    He  ought  to  have  rejected 
this  kind  of  evidence  as  partial  ard 
incompetent ;  but  initead  or  this 
Jic  acted  in  concert  with  the  adver- 
saries of  Mr.  Fox,  lecretly,  collu- 
fively,  and  without  once  giving  to 
him  or  hi3  friends  the  lighten  idea 
of  fuch  an  intcicoufc,  between  the 
judge  of  the  courr,  and  onecf  the 
parties  litigating  that  upon  which 
he  w-s  to  cxcrcife  his  judicial  func- 
tion.   Mr.  f  ox  contrafled  the  de- 
fence of  the  high  bailiff  before  the 
hou'e  qf  commons  with  his  lan- 
guage at  the  moment  he  granted 
the  fcrutiny.    he  then  difdaimcd 
the  informations  delivered  to  him 
by  fir  Cecil  VVray  and  his  agents, 
declared  that  he  had  never  rc.id 
them,  or  never  with  any  atrcmion, 
and  that  they  did  not  in  the  very 
flighted  degree  influence  his  deter- 
mination on  tjie  demand  that  had 
t>ccn  made. 

The  quell  ion  of  law  might  be 
confidered  as  it  rcfpecled  the  ftar 
law,  the  common  law  or  the 
|  !w  of  precedent,  legal  analogies, 
nod  the  policy  and  expediency  ol 
tip  cafe,   \Vith  refpccl  to  the  acl 


H  AND 

of  king  William  it  was  ridiculous 
to  argue,  that  it  bound  the  iheiiff, 
but  not  at  all  the  mayor  or  bailiff. 
True,  the  latter  was  not  mentioned, 
and  therefore  jt  was  pomblc  an 
allien  mig.  t  nor  lie  again"  the 
high  bailiff  upon  this  llatute  in  the 
courts  below  :  not  that  he  had  n.t 
openly  tranfgrr.ireit  the  fpirit  of  the 
law,  out  becaufc  the  penal  part  of 
every  iiatute  was  to  lc  con i\ rued 
according  to  the  it  net  letter  of  the 
aft.  But  was  theie  a  dirtier,  a 
viler,  or  more  defpicable  quibble, 
than  to  reprefent  tiie  le^illature  of 
this  country  as  guarding  againft 
the  partialities  and  corruption  of 
a  ihcriii,  who  hai  generally  a 
greater  itake  in  the  couutry,  and 
w  as  therefore  lei's  expofed  to  temp- 
tations of  the  meancit  k  nd,  and 
not  againft  a  mayor  or  bailiff,  who 
was  ufuallv  of  a  lower  rank  and 
was  more  open  to  the  means  of 
corruption  ?  1  he  arguments  ref- 
pecting  the  oath  of  the  bailiff  were 
to  the  latt  degree  nugatory,  lince 
the  very  fame  oath  was  impofed 
upon  lherins.  They  were  nuga- 
tory, became  it  was  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  that  a  returning  onVer  (hould 
be  allowed  \cars  to  fatisfy  his  con- 
feience,  ai  d  that  a  jury,  who  were 
to  deliberate  on  the  life  of  a  fel- 
low-creature, were  to  be  flmt  up 
in  a  room  without  victuals  or  fire 
till  they  agreed  in  their  verdict, 
An  ac't  however  of  king  Henry 
the  Sixth  was  literally  and  unquef- 
tionabiy  in  his  favour,  and  afforded 
Mr.  Fox  a  legal  remedy,  of  which 
he  mould  in  *ll  certainly  avail  him-r 
felf.  The  qifcftion  of  precedent 
was  entirely  on  his  fide,  and  the 
returning  officer  had  been  fo  fen- 
fible  of  this,  that  from  his  own  au- 
thority he  had  doled  the  poll,  the 
day  prior  to  that  which  was  fixed 
for  the  return  of  the  writ.  But  if 
the  poll  were  limited  by  this  cir* 
cumftancc,  a  fcrutiny,  which  was. 
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BO  other  than  an  extenfion  of  the  Had  he  done  his  duty  and  returned 

poll,  was  eouallv  lupcrleded.    In-  lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fox,  hr  Cecii 

deed  no  one  precedent  had  been  Wruy  would  not  have  been  injured, 

attempted  to  be  produced  in  jutli.  for  he  would  inuantly  have  pert- 

fication  of  die  high  bailiff.     For  tioned,  and  the  met  its  ot  the  election 

the  legal  analog  th..t  had  teen  been  tried  by  a  commrtttc  upon 

jtatcd,  they  evidently  failed  in  this  their  oaths.  Had  the  badiff,  doubt- 

material  ci'rcumllancc,  that  the  ex-  ing,  as  he  pretended,  the  legality 

tenfion  of  their  term  derived  from  ot    Mr.  Fox's   majority,  icturn- 

the  fame  authority  from  which  the  ed,  as  he  undoubtedly  might  have 

writ  irfclf   had  originally  blued,  done,  the  two  other  candidate*,  he 

The  ground  of  expediency  was  not  would  have  petitioned,  and  one 

lefs  dccilivc  in  his  favour  than  the  of    Mr.    Circnvilk  $  commit*" 

other  argument*  to  which  Mr.  Fox  would  have  redrefled  him.  Had 

had  recurred.    By  fanctitying  the  lord   Hood   been  returned  alone, 

conduct  of  the  high  bailitx  of  U'ctL  -mil  ,t  was  cognizable  by  Mr.  Grcn- 

jniniter,  the  whole  conuitutional  ville's  bill ;  or,  if  he  had  returned 

authority  of  the  nation  was  thrown  the  three  candidates,  the  double 

upon  the  mercv  of  returning  of-  return  would  have  mtitled  M  to  a 

ficers.    No  man  could  lay  why  20,  priority  of  hearing  and  a  commit, 

why  10%  nay,  whv  2r-o  members  tec  would  inHantly  have  tried  its 

of  parliament  n  ight   not  by  the  merits,  and  related  the  eric  trom 

caprice,  the  foil v  or  the  treachery  the  prejudices  and  party  mnuence 

of  a  returning  officer,  remain  un-  of  the  houfc  ot  commons.  Mr. 

returned.    It  was  putting  an  en-  Fox  profellcd  the  nm-ereft  nera 

fine  into  the  hands  ot  miniflcrs,  tion  tor  Mr.  Grenville  6  bill,  lite 

which mipht  beemplovedto  the  molt  infallible  of  all  tells  the  left 

mo  A  opprenive  and  despotic  pur-  ot  related  practice  ,  afleited  it.  fir. 

P°Mr  Fox  exprcfTed  extreme  ap-  not  a  little  increafed  by  the  refcm* 

nrehcxifion.  of  the  partiality  of  the  blancc  it  bore  to  that  ^e^mable 

houfc,  from  which,  he  faid,  he  had  nghr,lhe  trial  by  jury  .    Oh  .  that 

no  reafon  to  expert  indulgence,  nor  ,t  were  poffible  to  mould  that  home 

did  he  know  that  he  mould  meet  into  the  character  and  irze  ot  a 

with  bare  jufdee.    he  complained  jury!    Of  twelve  men  acling  m- 

with  vehemence  of  the  opptcfhve  deed  upon  ccmfcience,  and  fworn 

Tnd  ot- rfecutin-  Jp  rit  of  the  pro-  upon  oath  to  give  a  true  vcruitt 

^EgK  according  to  evidence  !  Hyweafy 

hirc 1     In  all  the  record,  of  par-  would  Mr.  Fox  have  felt  refpeain^ 

liamcnt,  in  all  the  annals  of  dec-  tie  1  flue  of  the  difcuffiw. 

ion    and  in  the  hiltory  of  this  Some  of  the  rmniftcrial  party  had 

"ountrv7*  tingle  oreceint  could  obferved  that  the  houfc  had  only 

not  be  found  to>lfify  this  extraox-  to  chufe  between  ffiniig  a  new 

return.    The  main  and  e*L-  writ  and  ordering  the  fc runny  to 

dent  drift  of  it  was  to  deprive  him  goon;  that  the  fonner  was ^pcr- 

of  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Grenvillc's  hap*  the  moft  regular 

Mil  -  and  to  accompiim  this  end,  he  but  that  the  latter  was  a  u  eafure 

called  upon  the  houle  to  obferve,  of  lenity  to  Mr.  J- ox.  H« ^deprej 

now  many-  obvious  modes  of  re-  cated  fuch  oppremre,  J«ch  «-d 

Sr  high  bailiff  h*  voided,  lenity.    U  that  .ere  the  ^ 
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tentative,  he  begged  that  the  iflu- 
ing  a  new  writ  might  be  the 
mcaiurc  adopted  by  t.e  l.ouic.  n 
the  event  of  a  new  election,  he  an- 
ticip*>cci  triumphs,  more  brilliant, 
more  fplehuid  if  pom"  Me,  than 
thole  he  had  lately  .fjic  honour  of 
enjoying.  Little  apprchenfion  did 
he  feel  of  his  fuccefs  with  the  elec- 
tors of  Wellininfter,  who,  in  a  fea- 
fon  of  frenzy  and  gencraldelufton, 
when  artifice,  fallacy  and  itnpo  ure 
prevailed  but  too  iuccc^  titlly  in 
other  parts  of  thecountry,  haddifco- 
vered  a  fagacity,  a  firrnnefs  and 
itcadinefs  fupenor  to  the  effects  of 
vulgar  and  filly  clamour ;  and 
who,  upon  the  very  fpot,  the  very 
fcene  of  action,  manifefted  that 
they  underftood  and  defpifed  the 
hypocrify,  the  fraud  and  the  falf- 
hood,  which  had  gulled  and  duped 
fo  great  a  proportion  of  their  fellow 
fubjects. 

Mr.  Fox  had  had  a  variety  of  cal- 
culations made  upon  the  fubjec"t  of 
the  fcrutiny,  and  the  enormity  of 
the  expence  was  a  ferious  and  an 
alarming  confederation.  He  knew 
it  might  be  faid,  and  perhaps  with 
a  pitiful  triumph  might  be  laid, 
that  he  fliould  bear  but  a  fmall 
part  of  the  burden.  But  this  was 
to  him  the  bittereft  of  all  reflec- 
tions. Affluence  was  on  many  ac- 
counts an  enviable  condition  ;  but 
if  ever  his  mind  languished  for  it, 
i  was  upon  this  occafion  ;  it 
was  when  he  found,  that  the  mif- 
fbrtune  of  his  being  obnoxious  to 
bad  men  in  high  authority,  would 
extend  beyond  himfclf,  that  thufe 
friends,  w  horn  he  refpected  for 
their  generofity  and  valued  for  their 
virtues  were  to  be  forced  into  a 
.wicked  wade  of  fruitlefs  expence 
only  becaufe  they  were  too  kind 
and  too  partial  to  him.  This  was 
their  crime,  and  for  their  adherence 
to  their  political  principles  and 


their  perfonal  predilections  they 
were  to  be  punilhcd.  Mr.  Fox 
acquitted  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer of  being,  the  author  of 
the  bulinefs.  Not  to  him  did  he 
impute  it,  but  to  the  taufe  of  all 
our  difgraces  and  all  our  mileriee, 
to  ihofc  fecret  advifers  who  hated 
with  rancour,  and  revenged  with 
cruelty ;  to  thofe  malignant  men 
whofc  character  it  was  to  harrafs 
the  object  of  their  enmity  with  a 
reicntlefs  and  infatiable  fpirit  of  re- 
venge. The  qucftion  was  then  put 
on  Mr.  Ellis's  motion,  and  the 
houfe  divided,  ayes  i  !7,  noes  195* 
majority  78.  it  was  then  moved 
by  lord  Mulgravc,  "That  the  high 
bailiffdo  proceed  in  the  fcrutiny  with 
all  practicable  difpatch,"  anil  the 
quefiion  wa«  carried  on  a  divifion. 

On  the  ic,th  of  May,  the  addrefs. 
to  the  fove reign  on  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  was  mov&d  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  by  the  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield, and  feconded  by  lord 
vifcount  Falmputh.  It  was  ani- 
madverted upon  by  earl  Fitzwilliam 
on  account  of  the  approbation  it 
conveyed  of  the  diflblution  of  the 
late  parliament,  though,  he  added, 
that  he  fliould  not  on  this  particu- 
lar ground  oppofe  the  addrefs. 
The  fubject  was  brought  forward 
inthchoufcof  commons,  on  the  24th 
of  May,  by  Mr.  James  Hamilton, 
ai  d  feconded  by  fir  William  Molcf- 
worth,  member  for  Cornwal.  It 
was  moved  by  lord  Surrey,  as  an; 
amendment  upon  thf  addrefs,  that, 
that  part  of  it  which  related  to  the  late 
diflblution  fliould  be  omitted.  Thb 
was  particularly  recommended  on 
the  ground  of  unanimity  ;  and  ir 
was  objected  to  adminiftration  by 
Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Fox,  that  by 
the  mcafure  in  qucflicn  they  had 
broken  the  royal  word,  as  well  as 
the  pledges  they  had  made  to  the 
houfe.    The  amendment  was  re- 
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jected  by  Vr.  Pitt,  fincc,  much  be  reforted  to  in  derogation  of  the 

as  he  was  convinced  of  the  im-  authority  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

portance  of  unanimity,  he  was  not  and  from  the  fettimr  up  trie  repre- 

for  purchafing  an  hollow  unanimi  fentativc  and  con  ituent  bodies,  as 

fy,  by  paffine  over  a  £reat  confti-  feparate  and  diftinct  powers  formed 

t'utional  rneafure,  which  the  cir-  to  countcrpoile  each  other,  leav* 

cumftances  of  the  times-  had  made  ing  the  preference  in  the  hands  of 

ncceflarv  and  wife,  and  which  had  the  fecret  adviilr*  of  the  crown.  It 

given  the  moll  entire  fatisfaction  to  was  aflerted  that  the  deference 

every  part  of  the  Ungd  m.    Se-  (hown  to  the  opinion  of  that  houfe 

veral  other  fpeakcrs  followed  Mr.  when  they  difiented  from  the  mU 

Pitt,  and  lord  Delaval  in  particular  niuers  or  the  fovereign,  was  that 

reminded  the  houfe  or  the  pledge  he  alone  which  could  give  authority 

had  made  to  adminift ration  in  the  to  its  proceedings  when  it  concur* 

laft  parliament,  that  if  Mr.  Vitt  red  with  they  meafures :  in  a  word, 

would  tr  .ee  back  the  indirect  path  that  the  refpect  of  the  rution  with 

by  which  be  got  into  power,  and  foreign  powers,    and  its  internal 

enter  the  door  of  that  houfe  as  the  dignity  and  frre4pm,  confided  in 

minifter  of  the  people  and  their  the  deference  paid  by  adminiftra- 

reprefentatives,  he  would  receive  tion  to  the  commons  of  the  realm, 

him  with  open  arms.    This  pledge  and  that  both  would  be  loli  the 

he  held  bimfelf  bound  to  redeem,  moment  the   latter  funk  into  a 

and  was  therefore  detcrmin:  d  to  mere  appendage  to  the  miniixrs  of 

vote  with    IVJr.  Pitt  again tt   the  the  crown.     The  cxpietlion  of 

amendment,  and  on  every  occafion  «*  the  balance  which  was  to  be 

to  afford  him  his  cordul  funport.  held  between  the  rights  and  pri- 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  vileges  of  every  part  of  the  legif- 

majority  of  76,  ar.d  the  addrefs  lature,"  which  has  been  introduced 

carried.  into  the  fpeech,  was  cenfured,  as 

On  the  '4th  of  June,  a  repre-  tending  to  ftir  improper  difcutfions, 

fentation  to  t.'. eking  on  the  fpeech  and  leading  to  mifchievous  inno- 

from  the  throhe  was  moved  in  the  vations  in  the  conlHtution.  The 

houfe  of  commons  by  Mr.  Burke,  reprcfentation  was  negatived  witfe- 

and    feconded    by   Mr.    V  illiam  out  a  divilion. 

Windham.      The  object  of  this  On  the  ,iit  of  Mav,  the  houfe 

reprcfentation  was  to  vindicate  the  being  in  a  committee  of  fupply, 

f ropriety  and  rectitude  ot  the  late  a  resolution  was  moved  for  so,  .co 
ndia  bill,  and  to  ccniure,  and  feamen.  Admiral  iir  Thomas  Frank- 
flare  the  alarming  confequences,  land  embraced  this  opportunity  to 
that  might  be  expected  to  refult  make  a  ftrong  rep  re  fen  ration  of  the 
from  the  diflblution  of  parliament,  extreme  want  of  fubordination  and 
The  impropriety  was  noticed  of  difcipline  in  the  fea  fervtce.  Cap. 
rendering  the  votes  of  the  members  tain  iir  John  Jcrvis  complained 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  with  equal  warmth  of  the  llate  of 
bills  which  ibould  receive  their  the  cutters  and  other  Hups  em- 
aflent,  the  objects  of  animadverfion  ployed  agair.it  fmugglers.  The 
and  punifliment  from  the  throne,  bulinefs  itfelf  however  was  treated 
Tfoe  grcateft  dangers  were  ftatcd  to  as  ruinous  by  lord  Mulgrave,  who 
refult  from  the  attempt  to  form  a  trurted  that  the  means  now  in  con- 
prerogative  party  in  the  nation,  to  teraplation  to  chedc  frauggling 
*                 *  would 
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would  prove  to  be  extremely  dif- 
ferent, and  like  all  Mr.  i  itt's 
meafures,  manly,  vigorous  and 
€ffettivc.  The  ordinary  of  the  na- 
vy was  voted  on  the  ..Ah  of  June, 
and  upon  this  occalion  commodore 
Bowyer  rofe  to  refute  wli.it  he  con- 
ceived to  be  tiic  miircprelenta- 
tions  of  fir  Thomas  FranUand  re 
fpe.Tmg  the  difcipline  of  the  navy, 
con t rafting  the  language  or  that 
officer  with  the  conduct  of  the 
lait  war. 

On  the  nth  inllaut  the  com- 
mittee of  fupply  was  moved  by 
captain  James  Luttrel  from  the  of- 
fice of  ordnance  for  1 8 i, 1 4 1 1. 6&.  4,d. 
for  the  unprovided  fervices  of  1783, 
and  429,00^1. 25.  7d.  for  the  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  year.  At  this  time  the 
fortifications  planned  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  thectfimatc  of  which 
was  ftated  at  e,<r,oool.  for  one  year, 
were  made  a  l'ubjetf  of  animadver- 
lion,  and  particularly  cenfurcd  by 
captain  Macbridc  ana  Mr-  William 
Hufley.     1  he  ordinary  of  the  ar- 
my wa*  voted  on  the  14th  of  June, 
without  any  debate.     The  army 
cxtraordiharies  were  brought  for- 
ward on  the  aeth  inftant,  and  the 
cafe  of  the  officers  of  four  regi- 
ments  lately   reduced,  but  who, 
milled  by  the  greater  number  of 
regiments,  maintained  in  the  lait 
peace  cftabifhmcnt,  had  made  ex- 
changes and  purchafes  in  the  thole 
regiments  as  if  they  were  not  to  be 
<lilbanded  at  all,  was  recommended 
to  a dmini Oration  by  lord  vifcouut 
Beauchamp.. 

On  the  jth  of  Augutl  it  was 
moved  by  the  fecrctary  at  war,  as 
fomc  indemnification  to  thefc  gen- 
tlemen, that  the  regiments  ro  which 
they  belonged  fliould  be  continued 
on  the  cflablifhment  till  Chriftmas 
next.  This  propofal  was  by  no 
means  fatisfaft  ory  to  the  friends  of 
the  officers,  but  was  accepted  as 


affording  at  leaft  a  prefent  compen- 
(ation  for  the  hardmips  to  which 
they  would  othcrwifc  be  expofed. 

On  the  ir  th  of  June,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  alderman  Saw- 
bridge,  and  leconded  by  Mr.  alder* 
man  Newnhain,  •»  That  a  commit- 
tee to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  prefent  llate  of  the  reprefenta- 
uon  of  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  parliament."  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  hat.}  been  delirous  of  reiigu- 
ing  this  bufinefs  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  who  had  upon 
former  occalions  brought  forwatd 
questions  upon  the  Came  fubjc>, 
and  in  whole  .hands  he  fliould  have 
conceived  it  attended  with  a  greater 
rrofpeft  of  luccefs.  ,Mr.  Pitt 
however  declined  the  propofal.  He 
fa  id  that  the  prcflure  of  public 
bufinefs  did  not  leave  his  mind  at 
liberty  to  enter  on  th«  difouilitiou 
and  arrangement  of  a  fubjecl  fo 
peculiarly  complicated  and  exten- 
iive.  tie  :  dded  that  he  was  per- 
fectly perfuaded  that  this  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  bringing  for- 
ward the  qucllion,  and  that  it 
might  be  ur^ed  with  a  greater  pro- 
bability of  luccefs  on  fomc  future 
occalion.  He  declared  his  refolu- 
tion  to  offer  foment  hat  upon  the 
fubject  early  in  the  next  feiTion, 
but  obferved,  that  though  the  pre- 
cipitate difcuflion  of  the  fubject 
had  not  his  approbation,  the  bu- 
finefs itfclf  fhould  have  every  fup- 
port  he  was  able  to  afiord  ir, 

Mr.  Fox  laid  that  he  could  con- 
ceive of  no  rcafon  for  the  delay  of 
the  buhnefs,  and  it  was  aftoniming 
that  not  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
had  recommended  the  j>oftponc- 
inent,  had  attempted  to  juftify  it 
by  any  kind  of  argument.  For 
himfelf  he  was  fatisficd  that  no  time 
in  the  world  was  fo  fit  as  the  pre- 
fent. The  parliament  was  a  new 
one,  and  by  no  means  hackneyed 
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the  habit  of  treating  conftitu-  people  of  England  had  fo  long 

tioual   queftions   with   leviry  or  cherilhcd,  and  to  which  they  di- 

negled.    Their  profeffions  in  the  reded  their  attention  and  expeda- 

profped  of  fecuring  their  feats  tions. 

were  too  recent  10  be  forgotten.  The  qucftion  being  at  length 
They  would  naturally  be  proud  to  regularly  betorc  the  houfc,  it  was 
lhew  the  people  of  England  hew  fupponed  by  lir  Richard  Hill,  lir 
much  they  had  their  willies  at  Edward  Alt  ley,  Mr,  Martin,  Mr. 
heart,  with  what  promptitude  they  Bcaufoy,  the  earl  of  Surrey  and 
were  ready  to  act  in  their  icrvicc,  Mr.  ShVidan.  it  was  o  poled  by 
and  how  well  they  were  qualified  Mr.  Grofvenor,  lord  North,  lir 
to  manage  their  concerns.  hut  Francis  Bairrt,  Mr.  William  Grcn- 
though  improper  now,  the  motion  villc  and  Mr.  DunJas.  J  he  oh- 
would  be  perfectly  in  leafon  the  jedion  of  this  latter  gentleman  who 
next  feffion.  How  did  this  ap-  had  lupportcd  Mr.  Pitt's  prop-  li- 
near ?  Would  the  miniiter  be  able  tions  in  the  preceding  year,  re  ed 
to  command  a  greater  majority  upon  the  circumitance  of  the  mo- 
than  at  prefent  ?  Would  his  friends  tion  being  directed  to  the  appoint- 
be  more  numerous,  or  more  1m-  ment  of  a  lelcot  committee,  and 
plicit  ?  He  did  not  pretend  to  doubt  not  referring  the  bulinels  to  a  corn- 
Mr.  Pitt's  lincerity  in  the  caufe,  niittee  of  the  whole  houic.  l  ow- 
but  he  did  fufpett  that  he  had  ards  the  clofc  of  the  debate,  lord 
teafons  for  the  prefent  fliynefs  Mulgrave  moved  the  previous 
which,  however  namclefs,  had  their  queltion,  which  was  at  length  car- 
force.  Mr.  Pox  truiled  that  now  ned,  ayes  199,  noes  115,  majori- 
was  the  time  to  realize  an  idea  the  ty  74. 


CHAP.  VII. 

1 

India  Affairs*    Bill  for  the  Relief  of  the  Company.    Bill  for  regulating 

their  Affairs. 

THE  affair  of  the  Weftminfter  to  the  fenfe  of  eve ry  cool  and  im- 
fcrutir.y  was  an  unfortunate  partial  inhabitant  of  Britain.  But 
opening  for  the  new  adminiitration.  it  mui'  be  remembered,  that  a  mi- 
Unhacknevcd  in  the  routine  of  of-  niilcr  is  almor  never  in  all  refpeds 
ficc,  which  oiten  blunts  the  acutclt  a  free  and  independent  man,  un- 
fcnfibilitics,  and  buoyed  up  by  po-  (hackled  in  his  projects,  and  capable 
pular  favour,  it  were  to  have  been  of  originating  all  his  mcalures  in 
wiflied  for  them,  that  they  fbould  be  the  decifion  of  his  judgment.  And 
able  to  commence  their  career  with  this  is  the  cafe,  not  merely  becaufe, 
fomc  meafure,  ftamped  with  the  ge-  by  the  very  denomination  he  bears, 
nerofity  of  patrionfm,  and  calcu-  heisan  inft  rior,  and  depends  in  fome 
latcd  to  remunerate  the  partiality  meafure  for  his  exigence  upon  the 
they  had  received  at  the  hands  of  prince  on  the  throne,  but  becaufe 
the  public.  Jn  this  bufincfs  Mr.  he  has  popular  prejudices  and  arif- 
\r*t  appears  to  have  run  counter  tocraticai  enmities,  which  he  is 
f  alroolt 
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almoft  neceflitated  to  confult.  He  pofes  of  happinefs  and  wealth  w« 
cm  neither  confer  a  benefit  upon  have  ftatod,  which  Mr.  Pitt  never 
the  people  again  ft  their  confent,  admitted,  he  would  at  lead  have 
nor  can  he  fafejy  act  in  neglect  of  nothing  to  do,  in  order  to  his  riling 
the  mafs  of  connexion,  property  to  the  pinnacle  of  honour,  than  to 
and  rank,  without  which  noadmi*  fhow  ho*  the  fame  ends  might  be 
niftration  can  be  permanent.  Mr.  anfwercd  by  a  remedy  mild,  gentle 
Pitt,  in  the  example  we  are  illuf-  and  emollient  in  its  operation,  and 
trating,  was  either  prompted  by  that  did  not,  as  was  imputed  to  the 
deference  to  the  preju  fees  of  defeated  measure,  break  down  all 
others,  or  was  under  the  influence  the  barriers  of  liberty,  and  tear 
of  thofe  party  views  and  mifappre-  away  all  the  holdings  of  the  con* 
fcennons,  from  which  the  pureu  in-  ilitution. 

tegrity  is  not  always  exempt.  The  fudden  diflblution  of  the 

But  in  the  tranfaclions  we  are   preceding    parliament    had  left 
now  to  relate,  the  fubjecl  of  which    fomcthing  imperfect  and  unfiniflied 
was  the  territories  of  the  Britim,   in  the  profecution  of  this  grand 
empire  in  the  Eaft,  the  ground  he    bu"nefs.    On  the  23d  of  lanuary, 
had  to  tread  was  as  favourable  and    previoully  to  the  rejection  of  Mr. 
fcappy,  as  in  the  former  cafe  it  had   Pitt's  Aril  India  bill  which  took 
been  inaufpicious.    Sublime  and   place  on  the  fame  eve  i  g,  Mr. 
fomprehenlive  in  its  marph,  it  was    i.den  moved,   **  1  hat  the  directors 
a  fubject  for  the  noblelt  energies   lay  before  the  houie  of  commons 
of  the  human  mind.    The  happi-    their  opinions,  together  with  the 
nefs,  that  might  be  conferred  on   accounts  a  d  eflisnates  on  which 
thirty  millions  of  men,   and  tive    fuch  opinions  fliatl  be  grounded,  as 
wealth  and  profperity,  that  might    to  the  mode  and  extent  ot  pallia- 
te procured  to  this  country  feeircd   mcntary  interference,  which,  ac- 
to  prefent  the  wreath  of  fame  as    cording  to  their  information  and 
within  the  reach  of  the  minilKr,    b  lief,  would  prove  an  eltttfual  rc- 
and  the  genius  of  immortality  as    lief  to  the  company,"    1  he  mo- 
itretching  out  her  hand  to  receive    tion  was  grounded  in  this  circum- 
him.  The  abufes  that  h  id  prevailed    mince.    Mr.  ritt's  I  ill  wa  faid  to 
in  the  adniniftration  of  the  Eaft   be  brought  forward  with  the  con- 
were  great,  notorious  and  incorrigi-   fent  01  that  company.    I  he  rcfo- 
ble  under  the  government  that  then   lutions,  into  which  they  had  entered 
fub/ifted.    It  was  therefore  almoft   upon  the  iubjeft,  exprefled  a  pYe- 
impofliblc  that  any  change  of  fyf-   fump  ion  on  the  r  part  that  effectual 
tem  ihould  not  effect  fomc  mcliora-    relief  wo  Id  be  extended  to  them 
tion.  And  >efide  the  inherent  meT   in  the  fccjucl  by  the  legiflature. 
rits  of  the  fubject,  Mr.  Pitt  had   This  was  regarded  by  Mr.  Kden  as 
fhis  farther  advantage.    'I  he  pco-   a  fpecies  of  mutual  bargain  and 
pie  of  England  would  contrail  the   compact.    He  was  therefore  defi* 
plan  he  mould  prefent,  with  that   rous  to  afcertain  what  were  the 
by  which  it  had  been  preceded,  a   amount  and  extent  of  that,  for 
plan  in  Mr.  Pitt's  apprchcnfion  oj>-   which  parliament  might  be  confi* 
|>relEve,  unwife  and  impolitic  in   dcrcd  as  pledging  themfelves  by 
fne  extreme.    Even  if  the  fyllem   accepting  and  adding  their  fanc- 
.  that  had  been  rejected  by  the  houle    tion  to  Mr.  Pitt's  bill.    A  report 
of  iowi^  had  cfte&eft  the  r.vo  pur-   from  the  direaors,  iu  compliance 

*  with 
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Virii  this  rrquifition,  was  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  1 6th  of  February.  On  the 
irth  of  March  it  w.is  moved, 
Thar  the  report  be  referred  to  the 
confidera  ion  of  a  fclecl  committee." 
The  committee  con  lifted  of  Mr. 
Eden,  Mr.  Derapfter,  Mr.  Huffev, 
Mr.  Strachey,  lord  Beauchamp,  fir 
Grey  Cooper,  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  tir 
George  Shuckburgh,  iir  Adam  rer- 
f  u  on,  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  Mr. 
Brook  Watibn,  Mr.  Henry  Thorn- 
ton, Mr.  Philip  Yorke,  Mr.  Bcau- 
foy  and  Mr.  Bankes  The  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee  took 
place  on  the  i;th  of  March,  and 
it  was  underftood  that  they  had  a 
report  nearh  ready  to  lay  upon  the 
table  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
when  their  proceedings  were  inter- 
rupted by  tue  diflblution. 

'I  he  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  were  opened  in  the  new 
parliament  by  a  petition  from  them, 
prefentcd   on  the  26th  of  May, 
praying  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
grant  them  fuch  relief,  as  the  litua- 
tiot;  of  their  affairs  might  appear  to 
demand.     Upon  this  occarion  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  **  That 
the  directors  lay  before  the  houfe 
the  information  they  might  have 
received  fince  their  having  made  up 
•  their  report  of  the  itth  of  Fe- 
bruary."    In  obedience  to  this 
order  a  fecond  report  was  prefented 
by  them  on  the  firll  of  June,  and 
together  with  the  preceding  one, 
immediately  referred  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  a  fcleft  committee. 
This   committee  was  conftituted 
in  the  fame  manner  with  that  of 
the  la  ft  parliament,  with  no  other 
variation  than  fuch  as  had  been 
made  neceflary  by  the  general  elec- 
tion.   For  the  names  of  fir  Grey 
Cooper,  iir  Gilbert  Elliot,  fir  Adam 
Fergufon   and    Mr.  Smith,  who 
were  not  in  the  prefent  houfe  of 
commons,  were  fubllitutcd  thofe  of 


Mr.  Dundas.  Mr.  Charles  Brett, 
Mr.  Cal,  and  Mr.  Anitruther. 
The  report  of  the  comm. t tee  was 
completed  and  prefented  to  par- 
liament on  he  2  2d  iivtant,  and 
ta^en  int  CiMi  leration  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  l.oul'e,  on  the 
ad  of  July. 

In  the  mean  time  on  the  24th 
of  June,  a  bill  was  introduced  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exche  juer,  to 
allow  the  company  to  divide  f  jur 
per  cent  for  the  half  year  conchid* 
ing  uirh  Midfummcr  17S4.  This 
tmafure  was  prote  ed  againit  by 
Mr.  Eden,  Mr.  Anilruther,  and 
Mr.  Fox.  A  charge  of  incon- 
fiflency  was  brought  againft  the 
latter,  in  whofe  ad  mini '1  ration  a  bill 
of  a  fimilar  nature  bad  palled  id 
the  clofe  of  the  feffion  of  the  year 
1 78 Mr.  Fox  however  diitin- 
guiflicd  the  circu  in  fiances  of  the 
cafe.  He  Hated,  that  he  had  ob- 
jected to  lord  John  Cavcndifh  the 
fceming  impropriety  of  the  mea- 
fure,  but  had  been  induced  to 
comply  by  this  argument.  "  You 
intend  to  enquire  into,  and  change 
the  fyftem  of  the  company's  jjor 
vernment.  The  prefent  fetfion  is 
elapfed  and  the  bufinefs  muft  be 
postponed.  It  would  therefore  be 
unfair  and  unwiic  to  prejudge  a 
buiinefs  which  is  fo  fpcedily  to  be 
inveftigated."  The  bill  was  read  a 
firft  and  a  fecond  time  on  the  d.i^ 
of  its  introduction,  and  lbmc  al- 
terations in  its  ftrueture  having 
been  fuggefted  by  Mr.  I  dea,  the 
next  day  it  went  through  its  re- 
maining forms  in  the  houte  of  com- 
mons. 

On  the  fame  d«y  it  was  carried  up  ' 
to  the  lords,  and  palled  that  houfe 
on  the  28th.  At  the  third  reading, 
it  was  attended  with  fomc  debate, 
which  was  principally  conducted 
by  lord  Loughborough  and  lord 
Thurlow.  The  houfe  at  length 
divided,  contents  a8,  not  con- 
tent* 
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tents  9,  majority  19,  and  the  bill 
immediately  received  the  royal  af- 
fent  by  com  million. 

On  the  2d  01"  July,  the  day  ap-> 
pointed  tor  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  repoit  of  the  felcct 
committee,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Eaii 
India  company.  This  bill  had  for 
its  objects  the  refpitc  of  duties, 
the  uavment  of  bills,  and  the  as- 
certainment of  dividend.  The 
duties  were  to  be  paid  by  mftal- 
ments,  at  Midi  u  miner  and  Chrittmas 
iy^>.  Provifion  was  made  for  the 
bills  already  accepted  or  announc- 
ed. The  defigu  of  the  bill,  as  it 
related  to  the  dividend,  was  to 
enable  the  company  to  act  on  a 
certain  bafis,  without  applying 
from  time  to  time  for  authority  to 
do  it  in  a  capricious  way.  In 
recommendation  of  the  mcafure 
Mr,  Pitt  obferved,  that  from  the 
late  enquiries  which  he  had  made 
into  the  itatc  of  the  company's 
finance,  and  from  the  very  ample 
and  Satisfactory  accounts  he  had 
obtained,  he  had  no  room  to  admit 
the  remote!!  idea  that  they  would 
not,  at  the  period  he  had  men- 
tioned, be  able  to  fulfil  every  en- 
gagement. There  might  be  cir- 
cumftanccs  in  the  prog  re  Is  of  their 
affairs,  that  might  difappoiut  their 
belt  founded  expectations,  and  ren- 
der i  heir  fyliems  of  payment 
abortive.  Rut  he  believed,  that 
India  would  now  cnjo\  that  peace, 
and  that  parliament  would  enforce 
that  active  arconomy,  which  the 
prefent  {hue  of  affair*  fo  Strongly 
recommended.  He  felt  much  plea- 
fure  in  being  able  to  allure  this 
country,  that  the  afp-vt  of  things 
in  that  quarter  was  by  no  means 
unpleafant  or  gloomy,  and  that, 
without  giving  any  high  colouring 
to  what  now  exitted  in  the  Eatt,  a 
few  years  tranquility  and  a  fyilera 
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of  exertion  and  frugality  would  ren- 
der our  Indian  *ofTcmons  affluent 
and  profperous. 

More  than  one  qucftion  of 
conliderable  importance  was  involve 
ed  in  the  debates  that  took  place 
in  the  progrefs  of  this  bill.  It  was 
examined  how  far  the  honour  of 
parliament  was  pledged  by  the 
meafure  bejorc  them,  what  waft 
the  true  llate  of  the  finances  of  the 
company,  and  what  the  merit  of 
the  principle  upon  which  the  mea- 
furc  under  difcutnon  proceeded. 
The  firil  of  thefe  quellions  was 
darted  by  Mr.  Philip  Francis  who, 
together  with  major  John  Scott, 
rud  been  firil  chofen  into  the  pre- 
fent parliament,  and  who  by  theu 
intimate  concern  in  the  tranla&iona 
of  Mr.  Halting?,  the  latter  as  hift 
immediate  acent,  the  former  as 
having  been  his  vigorous  oppo- 
nent during  hts  refidencc  in  India, 
promifed  to  add  Something  to  the 
light  and  information  the  houffc 
had  received  on  this  momentous 
buSincfs.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis 
declared,  that  he  had  been  perfectly 
altonilhed,  when  on  former  occa-* 
(ions  he  had  heard  it  ferioufly  con- 
tended, that,  when  parliament  em- 
powered the  company  to  accept 
bills,  it  pledged  the  public  faith 
for  their  payment,  ana  was  bound 
to  provide  for  their  discharge  in 
cafe  of  the  failure  of  the  party  im- 
mediately concerned.  This  lan- 
guage was  fo  palpably  fallacious, 
that  he  imagined  thofe  who  held 
it  molt  loudly  had  not  believed  what 
they  faid.  '  He  was  followed  011 
the  fame  fide  by  Mr.  Dundas  who, 
in  order  to  illultrate  the  fubject, 
reminded  the  houie  of  the  circum- 
tlance  ,  in  which  the  rcftriction  o€ 
the  acceptance  of  bills  by  the  Eait 
India  company  had  originated.  By 
the  regulating  bill  of  1773,  the. 
public  were  to  come  in  for  their 
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(hare  in  the  profits  of  the  company, 
lit  order  therefore  to  prevent  the 
appropriation  of  any  part  of  their 
profits  to  the  payment  of  bills,  that 
might  be  fraudulently  fent  over 
from  India,  it  had  been  thought 
neceilary  to  re  ft  rain  the  amount  of 
rhole  bills.  Of  confequencc,  when 
he  gave  his  confent  to  the  accept- 
ance of  bills  to  a  greater  amount, 
he  did  this,  and  no  more  ;  he  gave 
up  in  behalf  of  the  public  fo  much 
of  their  claim,  to  the  dividend  that 
was  fecured  to  them  by  the  bill  of 
177;.  To  thefe  arguments  it  was 
added  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  that  the 
fume  refponlibility  might  withe<[Ual 
propriety  be  charged  upon  par- 
liament, re i peeling  all  the  corpora- 
tions and  trading  companies,  in  the 
affairs  of  which  they  had  at  any 
time  found  it  neceilary  to  interfere. 
But  the  abfurdity  of  the  argument, 
when  thus  poflied  into  all  its  con- 
fluences, was  fufficicnt  to  deltroy 
its  credit  with  every  thinking  man. 

In  reply  to  thefe  rcafonings  it 
was  obferved  by  Mr.  Francis,  trut 
he  had  never  imagined  that  parlia- 
ment would  in  any  cafe  be  legally 
bound  to  the  difcharge  of  the  bills, 
as  an  endorfer  would  be,  or  that 
the  creditors  would  have  an  action 
again  if  government.  But  he  had 
appr  hended  that  by  the  acl  pro- 
pofed  :he  public  honour  would  in 
fome  fort  be  engaged  to  thole,  who, 
confiding  in  the  wifdom  and  jutfice 
of  parliament,  would  not  conceive 
it  polfible,  that  the  legillature  would 
take  off  an  exiiHng  rciiraint,  and 
fubftitute  an  exprefs  permillion, 
without  the  molt  fatisfactory  rea- 
fons  for  their  conduct.  The  fenfe 
of  the  legiflature  to  that  effect 
would  be  declared  by  the  permif- 
iion,  which  the  creditors  would 
conclude  was  founded  on  ltri£t  in- 
quiry and  indifputable  knowledge, 
and  'which  therefore  they  would 
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receive,  and  be  intitled  to  con  fide  r 
as  a  parliamentary  fecunty.  The 
diilin  tion  between  a  legal  and  an 
honourable   obligation   was  per- 
fectly intelligible.    Aclaufe  might 
indeed  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  de- 
claring that  they  did  not  vouch  for 
the  fecunty  which  they  permitted 
to  be  given.    But  even  th<  n  they 
would  not  have  difchargol  every 
point  of  their  duty.    They  were 
to  take  care  not  totuffer  parliament 
to  be  in  ai.y  ilupc  partakers  in  an 
error,  or  accomplices  in  a  decep- 
tion.   Mr.  v  >x  declared  his  perfect 
con-,  i  tion  of  the  truth  of  Mr. 
Francis\  '.ortrine. 

With  .  ,-1'pcct  to  the  finances  of 
the  c  lipa  iy,  there  was  an  .  In  ious 
difcordaacv  be; ween  the  dattcring 
prophet i-.*3  of  Mr  nirt  and  the  re- 
port or  the  iclcr.t  c  ommiftce  ot  the 
houfe  or  commons.  This  wa,>  anim- 
adverted upon  by  Mr.  EJc  ,  who 
had  been  originally  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  confcfTcdly 
took  a  principal  part  in  forming  the- 
rcport  He  knew  that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  a  bold  liatefman,  and  he  was 
willing  to  pay  due  homage  to  an 
intrepidity  well  fuited  to  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  times  ;  bat  he  could 
not  reconcile  with  his  lingular  wif- 
dom and  lorclight  the  rilquc  of  an 
opinion,  the  fallaci oufncls  of  which 
a  few  months  might  dcmonltraie. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
haj  faid,  that,  if  the  relief  demand- 
ed by  the  dire&ors  mould  be  grant- 
ed, they  would  be  able,  for  the 
future,  to  be  regular  in  their  re- 
ceipts and  payments.  Surely  the 
difference  between  the  ftatc  of  the 
company,  as  defcribed  in  their  firff 
report,  in  which  their  fytlem  in 
thefe  rcfpecls  was  detailed,  and  the 
amount  of  the  various  articles  which 
had  fincc  come  to  light,  would  (hew 
too  much  caufe  to  fufpedr.  the  fo«* 
lidity  of  fuch  an  opinion.  Tho 
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fums  dependent  on  thofe  articles, 
had  hitherto  been  undifputcd,  and 
he  believed  them  to  be  indifp stable. 
The  whole  amounted  to  about  eight 
millions  fterling.    From  this  de- 
duction was  excluded  all  remark 
on  the  fuppofed  revenues  and  ex- 
penses of  the  different  territories 
and  fettlements,  on  the  directors* 
plan  of  commercial  refourccs,  which 
the  committee  had  ftiown  to  be  in- 
compatible, and  on  the  dclufivc 
dream  of  retrenchments  that  would 
probably  never  be  adopted  by  the 
fervants  abroad.     The  fact  was, 
that  the  directors'  report  prefentcd 
merely  a  picture  drawn  from  the 
painter's  imagination,  in  a  moment 
of  fanguine  expectation  and  wild 
enthu'iafm,  am  id  (I  incrcaling  dif- 
trefles  and  difficulties.    Mr.  Eden 
waged  no  war  with  the  directors. 
The  whole  tenour  of  the  report 
Would  prove  this,  for  it  gave  fifty 
flat  contradictions  to  the  directors 
accounts,  without  a  (ingle  cxpref- 
fion  that  tended  either  to  criminate 
or  cenfure.     He  waged  no  war 
with  Mr.  Haflings,  nor  did  he  feel 
the  fmallclt  enmity  to  that  gentle- 
man.   Laftly,  he  waged  no  war 
with  the  proprietors  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, every  ftcp  he  had  taken  in 
the  bufinefs  would  in  due  time  be 
acknowledged  by  the  honed  pro- 
prietors to  be  moil  friendly  to  their 
permanent  intcrefts.    He  had  been 
actuated  through  the  whoi^by  a  fair 
folicitude  to  obtain  information, 
that  might  prevent  a  bankruptcy, 
involving  the  mod  alarming  conic- 
quences.    In  this  folicitude  there 
was  no  idea  of  defpondency.  He 
did  not  mean  to  intimate,  that  the 
company's  affairs  were  Irretriev- 
able j  but  he  would  venture  to  af- 
fert,  and  would  reft  his  character 
Upon  the  >fiertion,  that,  if  mere 
palliatives  were  tried,  and  if  par- 
liament declined  the  talk  of  examin- 
ing the  dilordcr  to  the  bottom,  the 


confequences  would  be  mod  cala- 
mitous to  the  company  and  the 
public.    In  the  committee  he  had 
the  advantage  of  three  or  four 
particular  friends,  men  of  knowa 
talents  and  integrity  ;  but  the  ma- 
jority were   utterly  unconnected 
with  him  in  the  line  of  public  life. 
And  yet  he  could  venture  to  fay* 
that  there  never  was  an  inltancc  in 
which  any  committee  had  acted 
with  fo  complete  a  cordiality  and 
unanimity.    He  could  not  (loop  to 
the  taik  of  defending  the  report  of 
fuch  a  committee.    Let  it  be  judged 
by  the  houfc  and  the  public,  and 
let  it  fland  the  tell  of  fuch  events 
as  it  mi^ht  be  conflrucd  to  predict. 
Mr.  Demptler  confirmed  what  Mr. 
Eden  had  laid,  and  declared,  that 
a  report,  framed  with  more  accu- 
racy, or  drawn  in  a  greater  flyle  of 
candour,  had  nev  r  been  lad  upon 
the  table  of  that  hotile.    Mr.  Dun- 
das,  to  whom,  upon  the  revival  of 
the  committ  c  in  the  prefent  par- 
liament,  Mr.  rden  had  refigned 
the  chair,  gave  his  «pplaufe  to  the 
report.    He  faid  that  he  had  little 
ftiare  indeeJ  in  the  drawing  up  of 
that  paper,  fince  coniidcrablc  pro- 
prefs  had  been  made  in  digening 
the  faflspreviouily  to  his  becoming 
a  member  of  the  committee.  In  this 
fituation  he  had  felt  the  bell  way  of 
dift  barging  his  duty,  to  be  by  com- 
paring the  materials,  felected  for  the 
report  with  the  information  and 
evidence  upon  which  they  were 
founded,  and  he  had  been  fattened 
that  the  one  fully  bore  out  the 
other.    The  committee  had  been 
unanimous  in  confining  themfelves 
to  facts,  fince  upou  the  fame  facts 
there  might  be  different  opinions. 
Thus  ci  cumfianccd,  he  held  him- 
felf  as  free  as  any  member  of  that 
houfc,  to  rcafon  upon  the  facts  dated 
in  the  report,  and  to  draw  his  own 
inferences. 

Mr.  Francis  went  at  great  length 
4  into 
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Into  the  qucflion  before  the  houfe, 
and  profs  ifediy  grounded  his  rea- 
Ibmugs  upon  the  aflertions  or*  the 
iciest  committee.    He  took  up  in 
particular  that  part  of  the  fubject 
which  had  been  paffed  over  by 
Mr.  Eden,  and  iiatcd  the  error  of 
the  directors*  account  in  their  cli- 
mate of  the  revenues  in  India,  and 
or  the  charges  to  be  defrayed  out 
or  them,  as  amounting  upon  their 
fix  year*  eflimate,  to  9,747,4.  ol ; 
from  which  it  refulted,  that  in  ft  cad 
of  having  an  annual  furpius  hi  In- 
dia of  j  f  191,5461.  as  the  directors 
had   dated,  the  annual  balance 
ag^inft  the  r  Indian  revenue  would 
be  1,624,^801.    The  error  in  the 
account  of  goods  now  remaining, 
or  to  be  impoi  red  into  England,  and 
of  the  funds  oik  of  which  they 
Were  to  be  provided,  was  at  leal! 
3,03c, ocol.    The  directors  in  their 
eilimate  Hated  5,655,668!.  as  the 
probable  amount  of  the  bills  that 
might  be  drawn.    Of  this  amount 
the  bills  already  drawn  or  expected 
went   to  4,419,236).     The  fum, 
therefore,  of  8;6,432l.  was  left  to 
anf.vet  all  the  bills  that  might  be 
drawn  in  the  four  laft  \cars  of 
the  climated  pcrio !.  The  kill  head 
in  the  report  of  the  directors,  that 
fell  under  Mr;  Francis** animadver- 
lion,  was  the  debt  in  India*  This 
by  the  latt  advices  a  counted  to 
6,192,2071.  and  was  to  be  liqui- 
dated partly  by  the  appropriation 
of  certain  credits  upon  the  princes 
snd  zemidars   of  iiidia,    to  the 
amount  of  2,470,39*1.  of  which 
the  directors  theniKlves  fuppofed 
a  considerable  part  to  be  bad  at  the 
moment  that  they  took  credit  for 
the  whole  of  it,  and  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr. „ Francis,  was  nor 
worth  a  (hilling  ;  and  partly  from 
the  fuppofed  annual  furplai  of  the 
revenue,  which  tur/Ka  out  tp  be 
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in  truth  an  annual  dc.Vieney  of 
1,624,  sicl. 

Mr.  Francis  went  on  to  examine 
certain  ,  papers,   which  had  bcrn 
moved  for  by  major  Sc<;?t  a  tew 
days  before,  .u  going  to  t>.e  direct 
overthrow  01  tuc  cai^'r-t^ib  con- 
tained in  the  report  oi  the  i'Acct 
committee,    and  particularly  two 
letters  from  Mr.  Halt  in      uf  the 
1 6th  of  December,  17  K;,  and  the 
;th  of  February,  1  -  .  4.  Ti  c  former 
of  thefc  exhibited  a  very  brilliant 
and  favourable  picture  of  the  fi- 
nances of  the  province  of  Bengal. 
In  all  this  Mr.  Francis  gave  the 
governor  general  credit  for  a  rapid 
invention  and  a  poetical  imagina- 
tion, but  confidcred  the  paper  in 
cve-y  other  view  as  definite  of  the 
fmalleu  authority.    In  this  Inter 
Mr.  Ha(;ings  observed  to  his  con- 
ftituents,  "  1  hat  he  had  f  ipported 
their  other  prciulencics,  not  by  i can- 
ty and  ineffectual  fupplies,  but  by 
an  anxious  anticipation  of  all  their 
wants,  and  by  a  iv.o-.\  prompt  and 
liberal  relief  of  them."     if  this 
defcription  were  correct,  Bombay 
and  Fort  St.  George  mult  have 
been  nurtured  in  the  lap  of  luxury. 
It  was  impoilibie  that  in  that  \ny 
pjriod  they  ihould  have  incur:c\I  a  • 
debt  of  two  or  three  millions,  and 
d»awn  upon  the   directors  for  a 
million  more.    Mr.  Ha'tings  pro* 
cCcdcd,  "  In  the  performance  vi 
thefe  fcrviccs  w:  have  fought  for 
little  pecuniary  afHlt  mcc  from  home. 
Unwilling  to  add  to  thedomelilc  cm- 
b:».rraiTmer.ts  of  our  honourable  cm- 
plovers^  wc  have  avo:ded  drawing 
on  vou  for  applies  upon  many  oc- 
casions that  would  have  iuf:ifcd  us 
in  fecj.mg  fuch  atfirhmce."  Could 
it    be  believed  that,  cxclufive  of 
bills  paid  by  the  company  fmcc  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  thole 
now  received  or  aaVifci  from  Ecn- 
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gal  alone,  amounted  to  3,416,28;!. 
Such  was  the  proof  of  Mr.  Ha- 
ilings's  unwillingnefs  to  add  to  the 
dome'dic  cmbarraflmcnts  of  his  ho- 
nourable employers.  To  this  it 
was  neccirary  to  add  but  one  ob- 
icrvation.  The  calculations  of  the 
letter  of  the  i6rh  of  December 
were  proreaTediy  founded  upon  the 
certainty  of  a  general  peace.  In 
the  letter  of  the  7th  of  February, 
which  accompanied  it  on  the  table 
of  that  houfe,  Mr.  Ilaftings  <>b- 
ferved, *»  The  ncgociation  for  peace 
iru  longer  promifes  fuccefs,  the 
Heps  taken  by  Tippco  leave  little 
or  no  profpect  of  his  acquicfcciuc 
in  the  treatv,  and  the  government 
of  Madras  are  endeavouring  to  get 
their  army  into  the  field  as  fail  as 
p  >'i  hie." 

Hut  neither  the  reafonings  of 
Mr.  Francis,  nor  the  character  and 
declarations  of  the  gentlemen  who 
cnr.,v)ied  the  committee,  were  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  deter  lirch  as  had  efpoufed 
rhc  caaie  of  the  compeny  from 
:tnv»t  id  verting ;u  th  much  treeiom 
up  :  the  late  report.  Mr.  Smith, 
t',;e  c.iairman  of  rhe  company,  ch- 
dc  vourcd  to  p.»int  out  various 
mntaxes.  Mr.  Richard  Atkiufon, 
Who  had  lately  been  ciofen  into  the 
direction,  and  who  was  fuppofed 
to  be  in  haoits  of  particular  inti- 
jn.*cy  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  undertook  to  refute 
every  article  of  the  ic;>ort  of  the 
commit  cc,  in  which  it  differed  from 
the  report  of  the  directors.  Can- 
dour however  obliges  us  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  *he  funis  to  which 
he  excepted  appear  to  h.ivc  amount* 
cd  to  little  more  than  four  millions, 
while  the  deficiencies  pointed  out 
by  Air.  Eden  exceeded  the  fum  of 
C  glit  millions. 

Mr.  Atkinfon  declared,  that  he 
wa«  far  from  acknowledging  any 
obligation  to  rhe  gentle  manner  in 
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which  Mr.  Eden  claimed  the  credrf 
of  having  ilated  his  contradictions 
to  the  directors'  report.  The  oh- 
lervations  of  the  directors  were  con- 
fined by  the  order  of  the  houfe  to 
the  degree  of  relief,  by  the  post- 
ponement of  duties  and  the  accept- 
ance of  bills,  which  in  their  opi- 
nion would  be  futficient  for  their 
affairs.  Accordingly  they  had 
ftatcd  an  cftimatc  of  their  receipts 
and  payments  in  England  with  as 
much  accuracy  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  admitted  ;  bur  they  had  never 
pretindcd  to  the  fame  exa*.tncfs  in 
the  account  of  their  receipts  and 
payments  abroad,  which  was  plainly 
invvjifiblc.  All  they  h  d  intendrd 
under  this  la't  hra  t  was  to  lay  a 
foimi  uio:i  for  this  general  infer- 
ence, tint  no  farther  bills  would 
be  neccirary  to  be  drawn,  and  that 
it  was  credible  that  the  revenue--, 
which  before  the  war  had  produc- 
ed a  very  large  furplus,  would  (till 
produce  lome  furplus.  But  this 
di  iinCtion  was  wholly  confounded 
in  the  report  of  the  comni  ttcc, 
who  had  in  a  defuhorv  wav  throwrr 
out  a  large  ma  Is  of  animadveriions 
tending  to  grounds  of  general  dif- 
truu  ;  and  had  lb  obfeured  a  plain 
fubicet,  by  confounding  Indian 
receipts  and  payments  with  th«>(e 
of  England,  that  none  but  thole 
wh  »  were  tolerable  mailers  of  the 
fubic^t  could  under  land  them. 

Major  Scoff  entered  at  large  into 
the  defence  of  Mr.  Mailings.  He 
faid  that  in  the  year  1770,  and  in 
a  fedon  of  profound  peace,  bills 
had  b.en  drawn  ujxm  t!ic  company 
fiom  Heng.U  to  the  amount  uf 
t,roo,:ool.  In  April,  1772,  Mr. 
Hail  r.gs,  by  the  appointment  of 
the  company,  became  governor  of 
Bengal.  At  that  period  the  bond 
debt  was  one  million,  and  this  was 
loon  after  unavoidably  increafed  ro 
l,2;cy;ccl.    Hut  what  was  the  al- 
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teratiofi  produced  in  four  years  ? 
Not  only  was  the  bond  deb  com- 
pletely discharged,  nor  only  was  an 
ample  fum  appropriated  tor  the  pur- 
chafe  of  an  invdlmer.r,  but  there 
was  an  actual  balance  in  the  com- 
pany's trcalury  at  Kendal  ot 
i,Soc,oocl.  Down  to  the  year 
178:,  not  a  finale  bill  was  drawn 
from  that  prefi.  cney,  exeep:  fuch 
as  was  exprefsly  authorifed  by  the 
court  of  directs.  1  he  bills  drawn 
in  1781  and  the  following  years 
were  for  the  Cp  e's  purpole  of 
furni  filing  an  in  element  for  the 
company.  Their  amount  was 
v.' holly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  war, 
in  the  originating  of  which  Mr. 
I  fallings  had  no  concern.  In  the 
laft  five  years  r.o  leis  a  fum  than 
7,29^,00^!*  was  lent  from  Kcn?al 
to  Madras  and  Bombay,  for  the 
lupport  of  «I)C  war.  The  que. Turn 
therefore  was  limply  this,  was  it 
better  to  take  up  money  in  Kendal 
for  bills  upon  England,  and  to 
apply  that  money  wholly  and  ex- 
c lu lively  to  the  purchnfe  of  an  in- 
vethnem,  or  that  the  inveirmenr 
mould  have  been  didontinued  dur- 
ing that  term  r  Major  Scott  expa- 
tiated on  the  advantageous  lit  nation 
in  which  the  lait  peace  of  Paris 
had  found  the  hatf  India  company. 
The  company  had  conquered  all 
the  pofTellions  of  the  Trench  and 
the  Dutch,  and  by  thofe  conqueds 
had  prevented  farther  Sacrifices 
where  thev  would  hav>-  been  more 
felt  by  the  public.  He  declared 
hi.  belief  that  at  The  moment  in 
which  he  was  lp  liking  the  peace 
\\i:h  Tippoo  was  concluded.  1  "i- 
hallv,  he  llated  a  balnce  of  the 
receipts  and  dilburfemcnts  of  the 
prel:dcncy  of  Bengal,  upon  the 
fvijpofition  of  a  peace  edablilh- 
roent.the  fnrplu*of  which  amount- 
eJ  to  J, 70  ,00  1. 

The  firft  and  icsona  readings  of 


the  hill  pafled  whhotit  any  anim- 
adverlion.     In  the  committee  an 
amendment    was   moved  by  Mr. 
Demptler,  to  oblige  the  companv 
to  pay  an  intcreu  of  five  per  cent, 
upon  the  money  which  they  were 
indebted  to  the  public.    The  mo- 
tion bcin*  neratived  in  this  rtajje 
of  the  bulinci-,  it  was  again  brought 
forward  upon  the  rcpo  r.    It  was 
fu pp-irtcd    by  Mr.  Htttiev,  lord 
North,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Courteray, 
Mr.  Sherida;!,  and  lir  James  Kr- 
Ihir.e.    The  diviiion  in  the  com- 
mittee hrrd  been,  ayes      noes  8j, 
majority  78;  and  upon  the  repoit 
was,   aves  27,  noc*  63,  majori- 
ty co. 

Upon  rhc  third  reading,  uhich 
took  pi  arc  on  the  4th  of  Aur;u!>, 
the  p  lino  pie  of  the  hill  was  de- 
bated w'.rh  conliderahle  warmth 
and  Some  afperity.  Mr.  hden  en- 
deavoured to  erpofcit,  by  contrati- 
inj  tin-  two  diitinct  proportions  of 
which  it  was  constituted  :  the  one 
for  refpiting  the  duties  and  remit- 
ting the  iritcrcil,  the  other  for  al- 
lowing- the  company  to  divide  eitrht 
per  cent.  The  only  poilible  way 
of  j  unifying  them,  wan  to  argue 
them  Separately  ;  and  to  contend, 
in  lupport  of  the  firil,  that  the 
compahy  was  fo  evremely  poor  :u 
to  n<-ed  every  potTible  aililhnce  ; 
and,  in  Support  of  the  other,  that 
their  affairs  were  in  fo  rlourifhing 
and  proliferous  a  c  ndition,  that 
they  could  well  afford  to  make  au 
enormous  dividend.  It  was  ob- 
served by  Mr.  Fox.  thst  it  wus 
only  of  late  years  that  they  had 
divided  more  than  fix  per  cent.  : 
and  that  at  no  time  had  they  di- 
vided ci';hr  per  cent,  from  their 
commercial  profit*.  Let  the  houfe 
recollect  that  to  meet  the  ncceflity 
of  affairs,  they  had  recently  im- 
pofed  taxes  on  our  manufactures 
and  taxes  on  the  ncccflarlea  of  life, 
I  a  1h* 
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The  fum  which  was  given  to  the   the  company  materially  depended 
company  by  the  rcmiflion  of  in-   upon  that  circumitancc.  Motives 
tcrclt,  would  have  relieved  the  poor   of  policy  and  expedience  had  dic- 
from  the  molt  unequal  and  opprcf-   tated  the  mcafure,  and  he  doubted 
live  tax  upon  candles.    In  fine,    not  that  the  public  would  receive 
considering  the  tcivour  of  the  pre-   a  moft  ample  remuneration  for  their 
lent  bill,  and  the  conduct  of  ad-    prcfent  indulgence.    He  had  the 
miniilratioo  during  the  whole  fcf-   ptcafure  to  aiflure  the  houfc  that 
lion,  it  was  palpable  to  remark,  that   government  had  juft  received  in- 
they  were  wholly  under  the  direc-   u-nigencc  of  the  peace  being  con- 
tion  of  the  Eatt  India  company,   eluded  with  Tippoo ;  and  this,  to- 
and  that  the  company  were  making   gether  with  the  plans  now  under 
rapid  ftrides,  after  having  defjVoiled   the  confideration   of  parliament, 
and  cnilavcd  many  millions  of  men    promifed  every   thing  aufpicious 
in  a  tkrtant  quarter  of  the  globe,   and  every  thing  favourable, 
to  reduce  the  inhabitants  of  this      On  the  12th  of  Auguft,  in  the 
ifland  under  their  defpotic  fway.   committee  upon  the  bill  of  relief  in 
In  purfuance  of  thefe  rcafoningft  the  houfc  of  lords,  it  was  moved 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dctnptftr   by  the  dukcof  Portland,  that  fix, 
was  once  more  brought  forward  by    iuftrad  of  eight  per  cent,  (hould  be 
Mr.  Fox.  and  it  was  moved  by  iir   inferted  in  the  bill,  as  the  fum  that 
James  Erflcinc  that  the  dividend   the  company  was  allowed  to  divide, 
fliould  be  p*K  at  fix  inflcad  of  eight    The  amendment  was  nipported  by 
per  cent.    Both  the  amttviments   i„r£i  Loughborough  and  lord  vif- 
wcre  negative  d.  count  Stormont,  the  latter  of  whom 

The  charges  of  Mr.  Fox  were  had  voted  for  the  bill,  to  allow  the 
warmly  retorted  by  Mi-.  Pitt  upon  company  to  make  an  half-year's  di- 
thc  late  India  bill.  Me  faid  it  was  vidend  of  four  per  cent.  The 
extremely  caly  to  feparate  the  two  principal  argument  againft  the 
hcacj*  of  tne  preilnt  bill,  and  to  put  amendment,  and  the  argument  that 
them  in  oppoiition  to  each  other,  had  prevailed  with  the  minillcr,  ir 
Such  a  mode  of  arguing  might  be  was  faid,  was,  that  the  credit  ot 
ingenious,  but  was  not  folid.  From  the  company  depended  upon  their 
the  reports  of  the  directors,  from  dividend.  But  it  was  not  the  dc- 
the  very  fair  and  candid  report  of  durations  of  parliament,  it  was  not 
^  the  felecl  committee,  and  from  all  the  parchment  in  the  hand  of  the 
the  circumftanccs  of  their  affair?,  chancellor  that  would  eftabliili  th* 
he  was  fatisficd,  that,  though  not  in  credit  of  the  Ealr  India  com- 
prefent  affluence,  the  company  was  pany.  Whenever  the  credit  of 
in  that  condition  which  came  within  a  company,  or  of  individuals  en- 
thc  fair  meaning  of  the  word  fol-  gaged  in'  mercantile  concerns, 
vent.  Upon  this  idea,  and  per-  was  impeached,  or  lufpeacd  to 
fuaded  that  their  lituation  admitted  fx-  tottering,  the  plain  and  or- 
of  effectual  relief,  he  propol'ed,  not  dinary  mode  of  proceeding  was  to 
as  a  claim  of  light,  but  as  a  favour  (hew  the  real  Hate  of  their  affairs, 
clone  them  by  the  public,  a  hand-  and  f>  pvovc  f:om  facts  that  they 
fome  and  liberal  act  of  bounty  and  were  in  a  profperous  fituation.  To 
benevolence.  The  dividend  of  illustrate  this,  lord  8u»rmont  re- 
eight  per  cent,  had  been  admitted  curred  to  the  pecuniary  regulations 
by  him  for  this  fmglc  reafon,  he-  of  the  bill  of  177*.  At  that  time, 
caule  it  appeared  that  the  credit  of  by  :.r:irii.T  and  n.anccuwc  the  co  m- 
pany's 
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piny's  flock  was  raifed  to  27CI.  and 
the  dividend  to  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent.  It  had  been  thought  adr 
vifeable  by  that  adminiltration,  by 
way  of  fu  sporting  the  credir  of  the 
company,  and  to  prevent  a  South- 
fea  bubble,  to  lower  their  dividend 
to  fix  per  cent,  and  this  was  done 
with  apparent  advantage  to  the 
company.  The  amendment  w.r* 
rejected  without  a  divifmn. 

But  all  thefe  meafures  Vvcre  prc.- 
paFatory  and  fubordinatc  to  the  bill 
of  regulation,  that  was  moved  for 
by  the  chaacellorof  the  exchequer 
on  the  6th  of  July,  and,  from  the 
importance  of  its  object,  that  well 
deferred  the  whole  attention  of  the 
public.    Never  we  believe  was  a 
meafure,  more  cxtcnlivc  in  its  range, 
and  more  various  in  it3  provisions, 
fubmitted  to  the  attention  of  a  le- 
giflative  aflembly.    The  objects, 
tthich,  in  the  plan  of  the  late  fc- 
cretary  of  ft  ate,  were  to  be  diltri- 
buted   into   three  different  bills, 
were  by  Mr.  Pitt  fubmitted  at  once 
to  the  unbroken  attention  of  par- 
liament.   The  iJcM  was  profeflcdiy 
adopted  by  hi;n,  in  order  that  the 
connexion   between  the  different 
parts  of  his  fyitcm  mi^ht  be  fully 
fecn,  and  that  their  bearings  and 
relative  operation  might  contribute 
to  decide  upon  them  in  the  cftima- 
ilon  of  the  public.  The  bill  there- 
fore of  the  6th  of  July  was  at 
once  to  inllitute  a  new  fyitcm  of 
government  at  home,  and  to  re- 
gulate the  different  prefidencics 
abroad.    It  was  to  provide  for  the 
happinefs  of  the  natives,  and  put 
an  end  to  all  their  mifunderfland- 
ings  and  controverfi.es.  And  laftly, 
which  was  by  no  means  its  trait 
objec*t,  it  was  by  a  iirifter  mode  of 
legiuation  to  exclude  delinquency, 
and  it  was  to  inlrixute  a  new  judi- 
cature for  the  trial  of  offences  com- 
mitted in  India. 
Bui,  though  the  meafure  wc/c 


thus  extenfive  in  its  range,  and 
durable  in  its  confequenccs,  it  was 
however  un;d>lc  to  keep  alive  the 
attention,  and  employ  the  difqui- 
titions  of  the  public  in  general. 
Two  caufes  may  be  aftlgned  for 
this.    The  nation  had  but  jutr  feen 
the  ciofe  of  one  fctfion  of  parlia- 
ment before  the  commencement  of 
another.    The   circumttance  was 
lingular  and  uncommon,  and  this 
was  one  rcafun,  for  which  their 
minds,  already  fatigued  with  atten- 
tion to  public  attain,  refufed  to 
renew  that  attention,  and  follow  a 
train  of  bulinefs,  fo  complicated  and 
various,  as  that  which  was  now  de- 
pending.   The  fcafon,  in  which, 
for  time  immemorial,  the  opulent 
had  deferted  the  metropolis,  arid 
relortcd  to  the  beauties  of  nature, 
was  completely  arrived.    To  the 
consideration  of  the  extraordinary 
and  mi  welcome  fen  Ton  of  the  vear, 
wc  may  add  the  notorious  ilarc  of 
the  public  mifid.     Mt.  Pitt  had 
now  attained  the  utmoft  height  of 
popularity,  and  the  nation  wa3  dif- 
ptiled  to  place  in  him  the  moft  en- 
tire   and    unbounded  confidence. 
They  had  perhaps  carried  their  ap- 
prchenlions  and  prefages  of  the  late 
adminitlrafion  to  a  degree  of  vio- 
lence, and,  by  a  feature  infep.i- 
rablc  from  human  nature,  in  their 
rcvullion  from  one  object,  tbry 
threw  themfclves   headlong  into 
the  arms  of  the  other.    Mr.  Fox's 
bill  had  included  every  thi;u;  that 
was  profligate,  and  every-  thing  that 
was  monllrous,  and  ot  courfe  Mr. 
Pitt's  bill  mutt  be  a  model  of  per- 
fection.   The  young  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  nothing  to  do 
but  afliduoufly  to  avoid  the  errors 
of  his  prcdecefTors,  and  he  could 
not  fail  of  producing  all,  that  was 
ftiited  to  the  circuinftanccs  of  the 
cafe,  and  conducive  to  the  welfare 
of  Britain. 

Under  the  firft  head  of  the  bill 
I  3  no  w 
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now  introduced  into  parliament, 
its  provifions  were  nearly  coin- 
cident with  thofe  of  the  hill  origi- 
nated by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  lalt  fdlfon 
of  the  preceding  parliament  ;  and 
v  we  ma  i  refer  to  what  we  faid  upon 
that  occafion  lor  the  various  argu- 
ments by  which  the  minilW  en- 
deavoured, at  that  time  unfuccef- 
fully,  to  recommend  the  project 
he  had  formed,    '1  he  few  alt  ra- 
tions that  were  made  uniformly 
tended  to  enlarge  the  powers  ot  the 
propofed    board    of  control.  It 
was   permitted    them,  in  urgent 
cafe  ,  and  fuch  as  feemcd  to  re- 
quire celerity,  to  originate  mea- 
luics,  as  wclj  as  to  revile,  correct 
and  alter  th>  fe  of  the  directors* 
•  ]p  matters  relative  to  peace  and 
'war,  where  fecicfy  was  a  pvincijial 
object,  they  were  alfo  allowed  to 
fend   their  orders  rirajt  to  India, 
without  communication  with  the 
court  of  directors  ;  and  to  the  com- 
znander.o  in  chief,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  refpective  prcliJcncics. 
It  then  proceeded,  as  had  been  done 
by  the  former  bill,  tu  regulate  the 
number  of  pcrfous  commuting  the 
different  councils  of  Bengal,  Foit 
St.  Geoigc,  and  Bombay. 

W  ith  refpet't  to  the  government 
abroad,  }n  the  firrt  place,  it  gave 
an  abfolutc  power  'o  the  governor 
general  and  council  of  Bengal  to 
originate  orders  to  the  inferior  prc- 
iidencies,  in  cafes  that  did  not  in- 
terfere with  the  directions  already 
received  from  Britain  ;  and  added 
a  power  of  'fufpenfion  in  cafe  of 
difoKcdicncr.  The  fupreme  coun- 
cil were  forbidden,  unlcfs  anv  of 
the  princes  of  India  fliould  have 
firft  commenced  or  contemplated 
hoftiliuco  agninll  our  fcttjeme'j  s, 
to  enter  upon  w«ir,  or  to  fujin  an 
orfenfivc  trcatv,  without  orders 
from  home.  The  inferior  councils 
were   prohibited  in  all  ccmiixn 
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carcs  to  form  alliances,  and  iq 
c;.fcs  of  urgency,  they  were  com- 
manded to  iniert  a  ^rovifional, 
claufe,  rendering  the  permanency 
of  the  alliance  dependent  upon  the 
confirmation  of  the  governor  gene- 
ral. Intelligence  was  in  all  cafes 
commanded  to  be  fent  home  imme- 
diately of  every  important  tranf- 
a.;ion,  and  every  lervant  of  the 
company,  in  any  of  its  fettlemcnts, 
was  icquired  to  tranlmit  accounts 
of  every  confidcrable  tranfaction  tq 
the  council  of  Bengal. 

V.oious  regulations  were  added 
reflecting  the  debts  of  the  nabob 
of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of  Tanjoir 
to  private  individuals  and  to  the 
company.     Kncjuiry  was  oidered 
to  be  made  by  the  different  preft- 
dnrcics,  into  the  e\puiftons  that 
might  have  been  made  of  any  of 
the  hereditary  farmers,  and  the  op- 
preflivc  rents  and  contributions  that 
might  have  been  extorted  from 
them  ;  and  meafuies  were  directed 
to  be  taken  for  their  relief  and  fu- 
ture tranquility.     A  fimilar  exa- 
mination was  required  to  be  made 
in  order  to  retrenchment,  into  the] 
different  eftabhilimentf  of  our  fet- 
tlemcnts ip  India,  a  report  of  which) 
was  to  be  annually  laid  before  par- 
liament.    The  company  were  pro- 
hibited'from  fending  out  a  greater 
number  of  cadets  or  writers,  th««ii 
lhould  be  abfolutely  ncccflary,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  age  of  fuch 
as  were  fent  out  fliould  not  be  lefs 
than  fifteen,  uor  more  than  twenty  - 
two  years.    Promotions  were  com- 
manded to  be  made  in  the  order  of 
feniority,  unlcfs  in  extraordinary 
cafes,  for  which  the  presidencies 
fliould  make  theuifeives  fpccrhcaUy 
refponfible. 

Crime?,  committed  by  Englifh 
fub'c'ts  in  any  part  of  Ji.dla,  were 
made   amenable  to  every  Hritilk 
court  of  j  till  ice,  in  the  luinc  mari- 
ner 
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ner  as  if  they  bad  been  committed 
in  our  immediate  dominions.  Pre- 
fcnrs,  except  inch  as  were  merely 
ceremonial,  were  ibrbiiU  n  to  be 
received,  unlets  by  a  conn fel lor  at 
law,  a  phyiician,  a  furgeon,  or  a 
chaplain,  under  the  penalty  or" con- 
fiscation of  tbe  prefenr,  and  an  ad* 
ditional  tine  in  the  difcrction  of 
the  court.  Oitbhcdicnce  of  orders, 
unlcfs  absolutely  nccefiary,  and  pe- 
cuniary traniactions,  contiary  to 
the  interefts  of  tbe  companv,  were 
declared  to  be  hi'rh  crimes  and  tnif- 
demeanours.  The  compauy  were 
forbidden,  to  interfere  in  favour  <»f 
any  pertbi  legally  condemned  of 
the  above  crimes,  or  to  employ  him 
in  their  lcrvice  for  eve  .  '1  he  go- 
vernors of  tbe  different  presidencies 
were  permitted  to  im/rifon  any 
perfon  fufpeoted  of  illicit  corre- 
spondence, and  were  ordered  to 
lend  them  to  hngland  with  all  con- 
venient fpced,  if  their  health  would 
permit. 

Kvcrv  perfon  ferving,  or  who 
(hould  "hereafter  fcrvein  India,  and 
returning  to  hngland,  was  required 
to  give  in  an  elHmatc  upon  o.th  to 
the  court  of  exchequer  ot  his  p  o- 
pertv,  within  two  months  after  his 
arrival,  one  copy  of  which  was  to 
be  kept  in  the  court  of  exchequer, 
and  the  other  at  the  Katt  India 
0  houfe.    The  board  of  control,  the 
'  court  of  directors,  or  any  three  of 
the  proprietors,  whole  dock  thou  Id 
amount  together  to   ioocI.  were 
allowed  to  move  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer to  examine  the  validity  of 
the  account.    The  court  of  exche- 
quer was  required,  in  cafe  the  ac- 
■cu  fat  ion  appeared  to  them  to  be 
well  founded,  to  examine  tbe  ac- 
cufed  upon  oath,  ar.d  to  imprifon 
him,  till  he  (hould  have  aniweed 
their  interrogatories  in  a  iat  is  factory 
manner.    Tl\e  whole  property  of 
every  pcrfor,  who  fliould  neglect  to 
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g\ve  in  fuch  an  account  within  the 
time  limited,  or  who  fliould  have 
been  guilty  of  a  mifreprefc  \«tion 
in  that  account  to  the  amount  of 
2O00I.  flferling,  was  ordered  to  be 
confifcated,  ten  per  tent,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  informer  or  aceufc', 
and  the  remainder  to  be  equally 
divided  between  the  public  and  the 
company.    Every  peifon,  hiving 
been  once  employed  in  India,  and 
having  afterwards  rclided  in  hu- 
ropc  for  tbe  fpace  of  five  years, 
unlcfs  for  the  reftoration  of  bis 
health,  was  declared  to  be  inca- 
pable to  \k'  fciu  out  again  to  that 
country. 

The  attorney  general,  or  the 
court  of  directors,  was  authorifed 
to  file  an  information  in  the  court 
of  King's  bench  again 0  any  perfon 
for   crimes    committed   in  India. 
That  court  was  empowered  imme- 
diately to  imprifon   or  admit  to 
bail  the  pcrf  n  acculcd.    Jt  was 
then  ordered,  that,  within  thirty, 
davs.  a   certain  number  of  peers 
fhould  be  chofen  by  the  hou  e  of 
lords,  and  of  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  that  houfe,  to  con- 
ititute  a  judicature  for  the  trial  of  % 
the   accufation.     The  court  was 
finally  to  confill  o*  three  judges 
appointed  by  thr  crown,  four  peers, 
and  fix  members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  ;  and  the  acctifed  had  a 
right  to  a  peremptory  challenge. 
The  court  was  authorifed  to  judge 
without  appeal,  and  to  declare  the 
party  convicted  incapable  ot  ferv- 
ing  the  Katt  India  company.  The 
punilhments  they  were  to  award 
were  fine  and  imprifonmcnt,  and, 
in  order  to  the  proportioning  the 
fine  to  the  property  of  the  convict, 
the  court  of  exchequer  might,  at 
the  requilition  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral, or  the  company,  examine 
him  upon  oath  upon  that  fob  eet. 
If  he  rcfufed  to  anfwer  their  i«te»- 
I  4  roga, 


Digitized  by  Google 


i56  BRITISH  AND 


rogatories,  his  property  was  di-  eft  impeachment  of  their  charac, 

rented  to  be  confikaud,  tor  the  he-  ters,  or  the  purity  of  the  motives 

rtefit  of  the  k'.ng,  and  the  court  of  that  impelled  their  conduct, 

exchequer  \va*  farther  empowered  T»»e  bty  w..$  permitted,  by  a 

to  impiifon  hi.n  during  pieafure.  kind  of  compromife  on  the  part  of 

Records  in  the  court  of  directors,  the  minority,  to  be  read  a  ftrft  and 

and  fuch  other  written  tcuimony  a  fecond  tune,  and  referred  to  a 

as  lhould  be  approved  by  the  court,  committee,     without  oppofition. 

were  ordered  to  be  conlidcied  as  The  houie  being  moved  on  the 

evidence  upon  whkh  they  were  1 6th  of  July,  that  the  fpeaker  leave 

author i fed  to  form  their  fenence.  the  chair  far  that  purj>ofe,  the  dc- 

With  refpe£t  to  the  lu.V  head  of  bate  w  is  opened  by  Mr.  Francis, 

this  bill,  Mr.  I'itr  owned  tfcat  he  who,  though  he  rcafoncd  at  large 

had  an  extreme  partiality  to  the  upon  the  claufes.  of  the  bill,  yet, 

prcfent  fyitem  of  diuributive  juf-  feeling  himfelf  inimical  to  it  in  all 

ticc  in  this  counsry,  and  that  he  its  pans  and  principles,  thought 

could  not  bring  himfelf  for  a  mo-  that  the  proper  tlagc  in  which  to 

incnt  to  think  of  departing  from  tlate  his  objerions.    He  obferved, 

it,  without  the  utmolt  reluctance,  that  duty  might  furvive  hope,  and 

"1  here  was  danger  in  the  example  that  he  greatly  feared  both  the  houfe 

of  any  deviation  from  the  citablifli-  and  he   were  taking  unncceffary 

cd  to  ms  of  trial.    It  was  perhaps  pains,  and  endeavouring  to  make 

the  firit,  the  dcareil  aim*  molt  cf-  a  law  of  regulation,  when  it  was 

fential  conlidcration  in  the  mind  of  too  late,  and  the  object  to  be  rc- 

evtrv  Lnglimman,   that  he  held  gulatcd  was  irrecoverably  loth  The 

his  property  and  perfon  in  perfect  bill  before  them  went  upon  two 

fecuiity,  from  .he  wife,  moderate  principles,   the    abufc   of  power 

and  liberal  fptr':t  ot*  our  laws.    No  abroad,  and  the  want  of  power  at 

man   however  could   deny,  that  home ;  to  remedy  which,  it  pro- 

at  prefent  we  had  it  not  in  our  pofed  to  incrcafe  thr  p.iwcr  abroad, 

power  to  do  juliicc  to  the  dclin-  and  to  reduce  the  power  at  home, 

quents  of  India.     Fither  a  new  On  the  principle  of  almoft  every 

procefs  mu(l  be  inOitutcd,  or  of-  claufe  of  the  bill,  and  indeed  by 

fence?,  equally  Chocking  to  hurr.a-  the  confefiiou  of  all  parties,  the 

nity,  and  contrary  to  (.  very  prin-  "dircclors  were  too  weak  to  enforce 

ciplc  of  religion  and  j'.iflicc,  mint  obedience  to  their  own  orders.  To 

continue  to  lord  it  unchecked,  un-  remedy  this  weaknefs,  a  clafhing 

controlled,  and  unexiled.  The  power  was  created,  nominal  on  the 
neceffity   of  tlve  cafe  outweighed  .  part  of  the  directors,  real  on  the 

the  ritque  of  the  innovation.   And  part  of  adminiftration.    This  he 

it  muft  be  conudere.i,  rut  every  reprobated  as  extremely  injudicious 

man  who  went  to  India  in  future,  and  unwife,  declaring  that  mere 

would,  in  fo  lioing,  know  the  pre-  forms  were  of  no  u(e,  and  that 

dtcamcr.t  in  which  he  placed  him-  they  ought  not  to  fublift  when  a 

fclf,  and,  in  agreeing  to  give  up  constitution  was  cflcntially  altered, 

ionic  of  the  inoft  elTential  privi-  He  animadverted  upon  the  power 

leges  of  his  country,  would  do  given  to  the  new  commiflioners  to 

no  more  than  a  very  numerous  and  fend  orders  to  the  commanders  in 

honourable  body  of  men,  the  mill-  chief  in  India,  not  only  without 

lary,  did  daily,  without  the  fmall-  the  knowledge  of  the  directors,  but 

even 
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even  without  communication  with  done  it  were  to  repair  it  at  thei? 
the  civil  government  there.  He  difcrction.  With  refpeef  to  the 
conceived  that  this  mutt  be  a  mif-  rents  and  tributes  of  thefe  land* 
take  in  the  Itructnre  of  the  cluufe,  holders,  the  dclign  of  placing  them 
as  he  coulJ  not  fuppofe  it  poflible  upon  an  unalterable  footing  was 
that  it  tbould  be  intended,  at  once  excellent  and  glorious.  The  means 
to  fet  afidc  the  ditcclors  at  home  and  taken  to  accomplilh  it  were  the  very 
the  government  abroad,  and  to  worlt  that  could  be  thought  of. 
throw  the  whole  power  into  the  After  twenty  years  collection  of  the 
hands  of  the  military  commander,  revenues,  the  quefHon  was  (till  to 
He  approved  of  the  claufc,  by  be  referred  to  tuture  invetrigation. 
which  lchemes  of  conqueii  and  ex-  Good  God  !  were  thefe  inquilitiont 
tenfioo  of  territory  were  condemn-  into  the  property  of  our  Indian 
ed,  but  remarked'  that  it  was  ef-  fubjects,  were  thefe  fcrutinies  into 
fenrially  defective,  as  alluding  to  the  value  of  their  eftates,  never  to 
facts  and  offences  which  were  not  have  an  end  !  Were  the  natives  or 
(tated,  and  to  criminals,  whom,  fo  India  never  to  have  a  quiet  in  under 
far  from  punifhing,  it  iiid  not  ven?  an  Englifh  government!  Refpcet- 
ture  to  defcribe^  Reward  and  pu-  ing  all  thefe  fubjects,  the  materials 
nilhmcnt  were  the  right  and  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Eaft  India  corn- 
hand  of  government.  One  example  pany  were  abundantly  fufticient. 
was  worth  an  hundred  laws.  And  Every  abufe  had  originated  with 
it  was  in  vainjto  expect  that  reform-  the  government  abroad,  and  the 
ation  could  fpring  from  the  empty  lei's  of  the  buiinefs  was  referred  to 
threats  of  a  legillature  that  cou-  them  the  better.  The  only  danger 
Rented  itfc'f  withpi'ing  uatute  upon  was,  that,  t.ike  what  period  or  ave- 
ftatute  and  regulation  upon  regu-  rage  we  would,  the  amount  of  re- 
lation, venue,  confidering  the  daily  and 
The  enquiry  that  was  directed  raj>id  decline  of  the  country,  would 
into  the  debts  of  the  native  princes  prove  too  much, 
would,  he  believed,  be  found  an  Mr.  Francis  begged  leave  to 
ufelefs  labour.  Accounts  might  be  con  fide  r  the  claules  together,  by 
adjulted  and  balances  tiruck,  but  he  which  no  perfon  beyond  a  certain 
Jjad  no  conception  how  the  debts  age  was  to  be  fent  to  India  as  a 
were  to  be  paid  out  of  an  exhauilcd  writer,  and  by  which  no  prrfon, 
revenue  and  a  ruined  country.  He  having  returned  from  India,  an 4 
objected  to  the  tribunal  of  the  fu-  refiding  at  home  a  certain  time, 
premc  council,  to  which  the  en-  unlefs  for  the  recovery  of  his 
quiry  was  referred,  particularly  as  health,  was  capable  of  any  ap- 
it  related  to  the  indeterminate  claims  pointment  in  that  country.  With 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  raja  rcfpecl  to  the  latter  of  thefe,  he 
of  Tanjour,  they  being  notoriouily  obferved,  that  the  executive  power 
partial  to  the  one  and  holiilc  to  the  of  the  company,  if  they  were  equal 
other.  The  fame  objection  ap-  to  any  of  their  duties,  might  lately 
plied  to  the  regulation  refpecting  be  trufted  with  fuch  details.  And 
the  difpofleffed  zemidars.  The  taking  the  two  claufes  together,  the 
claims  of  the  parties  were  to  be  refult  fecmcd  to  be,  that  no  man, 
referred  to  the  refpective  prefi-  who  ihould  have  acquired  know 
dencies,  that  is,  if  injuftice  had  ledge  or  experience  in  England, 
been  done,  the  perfons  who  had  ihould  be  permitted  to  goto  India? 

and 
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and  that  na  man,  who  fhould  have 
made  thefe  acquifitions  in  India, 
fhould  be  allowed  to  return,  sulci's 
his  faculties  had  been  fuflicicntlv 
impaired  by  bis  infirmities,  to  qua- 
lity him  for  reluming  the  duties  of 
his  fiaiion.    The   favourite  idea 
fcemcd  to  be,  that  youth  and  inex- 
perience fhould    govern  Bengal. 
An  old  maxim  of  policy  had  at- 
tached experience  to  years,  and 
wifdom  to  experience.     If  there 
exiftcd  a  brilliant  exception  to  this 
maxim,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  left  where 
it  liood,  and  not  that  the  exception 
fhould  be  converted  into  a  rule. 
On  the  fubjecl  of  prefents  he  was 
perhaps  ft  titular  in  his  opinion. 
He  was  for  an  unlimited  prohibi- 
tion to  men  in  h;gh  liations,  but 
in  the  ordinary  tranlaction  of  buii- 
nefs,  he  was  inclined  to  think  they 
were  ufeful,  without  giving  ground 
to  any  jult  apprehenfions.  The 
•lovernment  of  India,  through  all 
its  gradations,  as  it  was  now  con- 
stituted, was  a  government  of  fa- 
vour, and  not  of  juftice.  Nothing 
WQuld  be  done  for  the  natives,  if 
they  did  not  gratify  the  perions 
who  forwarded  their  affairs,  in 
the  mean  time  the  exception  in 
favour  of  prefents  of  ceremony 
was  founded  on  ideas  which  he 
knew  to  be  fallacious,  and  was  cal- 
culated to  render  ufelcls  and  inef- 
fective the  prohibition  iticlf.    I  or 
the  purpofe  of  receiving  prefents 
of  ceremony  alloccalions  would  be 
found  fulficicntly  folemn.    hie  ccn- 
fured,  in  terms  of  warmth  and 
nfperiry,   the  power  of  isnprifon- 
ment  that  was  given  to  the  refpec- 
tive  prelidencies,  and  he  condemned 
the  inllitution  of  the  new  couit  of 
judicature  a*  unncceflary,  arbitrary, 
and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Fox  confefl'ed,  that  when 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  ibtcd  the  outlines  of  his  bill, 


lie  had  flattered  bimfclf  that  two  of 
the  three  leading  heads  of  which  it 
wns  computed,  thole  re'ating  n> 
the  internal  regulations  that  were 
to  be  made  in  the  territories  of  the 
Ealf,  and  the  new  judicature  to  be 
appointed  for  India,  would  be  in 
their  leading  ideas  conformable  to 
his  opinion.    He  had  not  therefore 
intended  to  enter  into  the  dilcuilion 
of  the  bill,  till  it  had  gone  into  the 
committee,  and  for  that  reafon  had 
forborne  ro  fay  any  thing  upon  the 
fecond  reading  ;  but  now  fnat  the 
hill  was  printed,  "he  felt  him'clf 
under  the  ncccltity  of  objecting  to 
the  fpeaker's  leaving  the  chair,  as 
he  dilapproved  of  it  in  ail  its  pans 
and  in  its  fundamental  principles. 
It  had  lately  become  the  practice 
to  confound  the  principles  with  the 
objects  of  a  bill.  It  was  laid,  what, 
would  you  refufe  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee on  a  bill  which  is  to  reform 
the  abufes  in  India  r    Would  you 
object  to  a  law,  which  is  to  rcttore 
the  zunidars  to  their  policdions,  and 
to  pimilh  delinquents  r    No  nun 
upon  earth  acknowledged  with  more 
readinefs  than  he  did,  theneccifity 
ois  the  object  of  the  p relent  bill. 
No  man  Would  go  greater  lengths 
to  accojnplifli  it.    But  he  could  not 
accept  the  pr  nciples  of  the  bill  as 
the  means.    He  truited  he  fhould 
be  able  to  fhow,  that  thev  were  cal- 

'  4 

cul;:tcd,  to  incrcufc  the  calamities  of 
India,  in  Head  of  reforming  to  per- 
petuate the  abufes  which  exited  in 
that  country,  and  to  put  the  con- 
clulive  feal  to  the  miferable  fyflem 
to  which  it  was  devoted. 

Mr.  Fox  recapitulated  the  objec- 
tions he  had  urged,  to  the  iniiitu- 
tion  of  the  board  of  control,  in  the 
\\v\  parliament.  It  provided  for  a 
weak  government  at  home  by  a 
diviiion  of  the  power.  He  ridi- 
culed the  abiurdity  of  fc^arating 
the  government  from  the  patrour 

a^c. 
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tga.    If  there  were  a  receipr,  a  directors   in  a    board    of  privy 
pol't rum,  for  making  a  weak  govern-   tounfellors,  at  any  rate  it  ihould 
mcnt,  it  was  by  giving  the  power   be  done  openly.    A  great  nation 
of  contriving  meafures  to  one,  and   ought  never  to  defcend  to  gradual 
the  nomination  of  the  perfens  who   a^d  inlidious  cucroachment.  Let 
are  to  execute  them  to  another,    them  do  what  they  wilhed  for  ex- 
Theories  which  did  not  connect   plicitly,  and  mow  the  company* 
men  with  meafures,  uea  not  theo-    that  what  they  dared  to  do,  the/ 
lies  for  this  world.    '1  hey  were   dared  to  jullify. 
chimeras    with  which   a  reclufe       Henow  came  to  fpeak of  thcinfiu- 
might  divert  his  fancy >  bur  they    ence,  which  had  been  made  lb  muck 
were  nor  principles  on   which  a    a  topic  of  declamation  and  clamour, 
ifcitefman  would  found  his  fyircm.    He  did  not  fcruplc  to  fay,  that 
But,  fay  the  ministers,  the  negative    he  had  infinitely  rather  fee  the  in- 
jirovides  againl!  the  appointment  of   fluence  erected  at  home  than  abroad, 
ijnpropir  officers.    The  commilTi-    becaule  he  was  furc  that  at  home 
oners  ha^e  a  n  gative,   ihcreforc    it  would  be  much  lefs  than  abroad, 
they  have  full  power.    Heiethen    Would  any  man  aflert  that  Mr. 
was  the  con.plctc  annihilation  of    Haliings  at  home  could  have  done 
the  company  and  ot  the  Jo  much    the  lame  things,  that  with  his  long 
vaunted  chartered  rignts.   I  he  bill,    arm  he  hath  douc  in  India  ?  Could 
he  laid,  was  a  febtme  of  dark  and    he  have  withllood  the  rcfolutions, 
delulive  art,  and  took  away  the    which  Mr.  Dundas,  fomuchtohis 
claims  of  the  company  by  How  and    honour,   moved  againlr  him  two 
gradual  fap.     1  he  tint  afnm  ptioo    years  a^o  ?  Could  he  have  accom- 
made  by  the  minilter  was  the  \  ow-    pUflied  the  converlion  of  that  gen- 
er  of  fupevintendence  and  control,    tleman  after  the  declaration  he  h.id 
>*nd  whai  was  the  mccuung  of  this    made,   that  "Mr.  Haftings  never 
power  t    Pid  it  mean  uich  a  fu-    went  out  of  Bengal  without  carry- 
pcrintcodence  and  control  as  that    in^  blood  and  devaluation  in  hit 
ho  .Se  had  over  miniilec*  f  No  :  lor    train  ;  and  never  paid  a  vilit  to  the 
that  houf    had  no:  rhe  power  of    borders,  but  lor  the  imprilbnmeut 
giving  official  inltructions.     It  was    of  a  prince,  or  the  extermination  of 
to  be  an  active  control,  it  was  to    a  people."    Mr.  Vox  objected  to 
originate  mcaiures :  and  this  was    the  fecond  part  of  the  bill,  be- 
the  next  l;ep     At  laft,  to  complete    caufe  the  zerni.iars  ought  in  his 
the  invahoi.,  orde  s  might  Ic  l'e-    opinion,  to  be  rated  by  a  rule  of 
cretlv  conveyed  to    ndia  by  the    pair  periods  and  not  of  future  en- 
commilBoneri,  at  the  very  moment    quiry.    For  the  tribunal  that  was 
they  v.  ere  giving  their  open  coun-    to  be  inftituted,  he  laid,  that  when 
tename  to  in  riu  tions  to  be  lent    he  brought  in  his  bill,  he  had  not 
from    the   directors  of  an  oppo-    been  ready  on  this  delicate  fubjetf. 
fite  tendency.     To  fuffcr  den  a    But  thus  far  h'u  opinion  had  been 
fcheir>e  of  dark  mtrigue  would  be    undoubted;  however'hc  m;ght  have 
a  farce,  a   child's  play,  and  did    meaned  to  lcgalifc  certain  kinds  of 
.not  deferve  the  name  ot  a  govern-    evidence,  never  to  touc^i  with  un- 
rnetu.    To  this  progreliivc  and  un-    hallowed  hand,  the  trial  by  jury. 
/  dcrhand  fcheme  Mr.  Fox  pcrcmp-    The  new  tribunal  was  in  truth  a 
toriiy  objected.    If  it  were  ri-ht    fcreen  for  delinquents,    fmce  no 
vat  tie  powers*-^  the  court  of   man  was  to  be  tri-J,  but  on  the 
fTv-:.  accufa^ 
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accufatton  of  the  company  or  the 
attorney  general.  He  had  only  to 
conciliate  government,  in  order  to 
jiis  rem  lining  in  perfect  lccuriiy. 

Mr,  Dundas  replied  to  Mr.  Fox. 
He  ©bfervcd,  that  that  gentleman 
feemcd  defirous  to  appeal  to  the 
public  upon  this  oecalion,  and  ap* 
peured  to  look  for  fomc  kind  of  tri- 
umph, when  he  contraftcd  his  biil 
with  that  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  But  l'mall  would  be 
the  praife,  that  an  impartial  and  dif- 
ccrning  public  would  beffow  on 
fach  a  comnarifon.  The  bill  of 
Mr.  Fox  had  gone  far  beyond  the 
ceceffity  in  which  it  originated. 
jhi»  commiflioners  were  to  polled 
all  power  civil,  military  and  com- 
mercial. Kvery  appointment  was 
to  proceed  from  them.  They  were 
to  be  princes  at  home  and  fovcreign 
umpires  abroad:  a  revolution  at 
which  nothing  but  the  afpiring  am- 
bition of  that  gentleman  could  have 
aimed.  Mr.  Tin's  bill,  acknow- 
ledging the  detects  of  the  pre  'en  t 
government,  was  intended  to  lodge 
a  principal  fhare  of  the  executi\c 
power  where  it  ought  of  right  to 
be  veiled.  It  mowed  every  degree 
of  tendernefs  to  the  privileges  of 
the  company,  and  would,  he  doub  cd 
nor,  produce  that  happy  and  de- 
lirablc  mixed  government,  which 
every  friend  to  the  immunities  of  a 
great  commercial  aflbciation,  and 
every  fupporter  of  our  free  confti- 
tution  would  cheerfully  welcome. 
Though  it  attributed  new  powers 
to  the  monarchical  branch  of  our 
pinftitntion,  yet  were  they  fo  cir- 
cumfcribed,  that  they  could  not,  in 
the  hands  of  the  moft  abandoned 
prince,  be  converted  into  inflru- 
xnents  of  mifchief  and  opprctfion. 
One  office  or  two  government  was 
empowered  to  appoint:  beyond  that 
ire  prerogatives  did  not  extend.  All 
ether  rights  aud  privileges  were  to 


remain  with  thofe  men  who  had 
lon£  been  allowed  to  have  thejufteit 
claim  to  them.  In  a  word,  time 
and  experience,  the  long  attention 
that  had  been  given  to  the  fubjett, 
and  the  ineffectual  experiments  that 
had  been  made,  confpired  to  en- 
able the  minifter,  to  bring  the  plaa 
now  before  the  h  ufc  as  near  to 
perfection,  as  human  nature  would 
permit.  Mr.  Duudas  obferved,  that 
the  di {'obedience  of  the  company's 
lcryants  had  never  been  fo  instru- 
mental in  promoting  the  ruin  of 
their  affairs,  as  the  want  of  per- 
manency in  the  fyfiem  of  govern- 
ment adopted  by  the  court  of  direc- 
tors. He  faid,  he  had  never  votecj 
for  the  re/al  of  Mr.  Haltings  be- 
caufe  he  blamed  his  proceedings  He 
had  once  wiihed  to  ice  hi:n  in  Kng- 
hni,  but  his  rea'on  was,  not  that 
he  thought  he  h  d  ar led  wrong, 
but  th  -  t  he  ie  red  he  would  not  be 
able  to  recover  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  India.  Thi-  had 
been  the  object  of  all  the  reafon- 
ings  he  had  emplo  cd  upon  the- 
iubject. 

♦  Mr.  Fox  h  id  faid  much  upon  the 
fubjert  of  influence.  On  t!»is  topic 
he  wifhed  to  propose  one  plain 
quefiion  :  Whether  was  it  later  to 
the  conftitution  of  thja  country, 
that  an  overgrown  power  and  pa- 
tronage mould  ex  lit  at  home  or 
abroad  i  Merely  to  put  the  «pieiiion 
fupcrfeded  all  tcalbni  ng  on  this 
fubject.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the 
government  of  India  would  he 
maintained  more  honourablv  and 
eafily  by  having  the  feat  and  direc- 
tion in  London.  But  Mr.  Dundas 
beldu  very  oppofite  opinion.  He 
was  convinced,  that  it  was  con- 
fonant  to  the  genius  and  paffiors 
of  Indians,  to  lubmit  more  readily 
to  a  power  that  was  placed  among 
them.  They  were  fond  of  pomp 
and  parade,  aud  would  never  be 
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taught  fubmiffion  by  the  mere  found   that  in  this  they  believed  they 
of  a  dill  ant  authority.    Under  the    fpoke  the  fentiments  of  every  gen- 
lail  head  of  the  bill,  which  re-   tieman  who  had  ferved  his  country 
fpec~!ed  the  new  court  of  judicature,    in  India.    Men,  who  laboured  un* 
many  unreasonable  and  unjull  fuipi-   der  imputation!  of  peculation  or 
cions  had  been  hinted  with  regard    miidemeanour,  mud,  it  they  had 
to  the   propriety  of  retting  the    any  feeling,  be  imprcfTcd  with  ih« 
grievances  of  India  with  theattorncy    extremeft  alacrity  at  being  to  b* 
Jtncral,   and  many  difadvantages   tried  by  a  jury  fclccJted  from  all 
had  been  connected  with  the  mode    the  moll  rcfpcctablc  orders  of  men 
the  new  bill  propofed.    A  trial  by    in  the  kingdom.    Colonel  Cathcart 
jury  had  been  recommended,  fome-   fpoke  at  large  upon  the  fubject  of 
what  like  the  juries  which  now  fit   our  military  eitablifhments  in  India, 
in  this  country.    He  begged  the    He  licplored  the  conferences  of  the 
houfe  to  recollect  the  inconveni-  jealoufics  and  heart-burnings,  that 
ences  and  impoffibilitics  that  would    mutt  always  exili  under  the  prefent 
attend  fuch  a  trial.    Objects  would   forms,   between  the  forces  of  the 
not  feldom  come  before  them  of   king  and  ttu>lc  of  the  company.  He 
great  magnitude  and  moment,  the   animadverted  upon  the  interference 
evidence  difficult  to  collect,  and  the    of  the  civil  aominitt ration  in  the 
controversy  fuch  as  could  not  be    nomination  of  officers  to  the  native 
decided  in  one  meeting.    Our  con-    regiments  and   to  the  advanced 
iUfjtion  had  wifely  provided,  that   polls.    This  ttruck  at  the  root  of 
jurymen,   during  the  continuance   tlilcipline,  by  holding  out  encour- 
of  their    office   fhould    be    en-   agement  to  officers  to  feek  for  pro- 
tirely  fepamicd  from  the  reft  of  motion  by  intrigue,   and  not  by 
the  community;  they  were  per-   dirtinguifiiing  thctnfelvcs  as  foldiejs 
mined  neither  intercourfe  nor  re-   in  the  field.    The  commander  in 
IreUimenr.    But  a  jury  could  not   chief  in  India,  was  the  only  mili- 
tfarve  in  the  excrcife  ot  their  office,    tarv  man,  who  by  act  of  parliament 
andif  they  did  not  expofe  themfcives   enjoyed    an   unreilrictcd   feat  ^1 
to  the  hazard  of  that  calamity,  the   council.    'I  he  commanders  at  the 
bufinefc  would  often  go  unfinished,   different  presidencies  fat  only  upon 
Betide,   the   fubjecU  which  they    military  and  political  difcullions. 
would  have  to  determine  would    The  prclidcncy  therefore  had  no- 
frc^uently  be  above  the  compic-    thir  g  to  do,  but  to  term  any  fubjtdt 
henfion  of  ordinary  jurymen.  From   a  matter  of  finance  or  commerce, 
all  this  it  was  evident,    that  no   in  oider  to  their  e::cluficn.  Colonel' 
court,  but  that  which  the  bill  re-    Cathcart  imputed  a  great  part  of 
commended,  could  be  adequate  to   the  enormities,  that  had  been  com- 
the  grievances  of  India,  or  give  us    mitted  in  India,  to  the  fcpoy  militia, 
a  rational  profpeet  of  peace,  opu-    who  were  ;it  prefent  under  the  di- 
lcace  and  fecurity  in  that  coun-   rection  of  the  civil,  and  not  of  the 
try.  military  government.  Hcconclud- 

Upon  the  fubjeit  of  the  new  ed  with  remarking  upon  the  fcem- 
court  of  judicature  ?n  eulo-iura  was  ing  inconiiftency  of  fubjccling  the 
pronounced  by  Mr.  Vanifittart  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
major  Scott.  T  hey  declared  that  forces,  who  might  have  formed,  in 
that  part  of  the  bill  had  their  com-  conjunction  with,  or  accepted  a 
plcte  and  entjre^pprobation,  and   plan  laid  down  by  the  government 
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general,  to  the  control  of  any 
other  presidency,  within  the  pre- 
cinct* of  which  the  plan  was  to  be 
executed. 

Doubts  were  flatted,  by  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  reipecting 
that  confent  of  the  company  which 
was  faid  to  have  gone  along  with 
the  bill  before  the  houfe.  Tin- chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  was  called 
upon  by  the  latter  to  declare,  whe- 
ther he  had  not  even  had  the  ditfent 
of  the  company  fignified  to  him  ; 
and  whether  a  meeting  had  not 
been  poltponed  from  the  preceding 
dav,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
objections  they  had  cxpreficd  to  the 
prefent  bill  ?  Mr.  aldepnan  Newu- 
kam  f.tid,  he  had  heard  it  mentioned 
at  the  court  of  directors,  that  the 
prefent  bill  was  ten  times  worfe 
than  thar  of  Mr.  Fox  ;  and  this 
opinion  had  received  a  very  gene- 
ral concurrence  from  the  late  ge- 
neral court.  Mr.  Richard  Atkin- 
fon,  rhe  confidential  friend  of  the 
minifter,  and  who  was  confidcred 
as  the  agent  of  fome  of  the  gen- 
tlcmen  in  India  moll  deeply  inte- 
reitcd  in  the  fate  of  the  bill,  repre- 
sented thefe  difcontents  as  confined 
to  a  few  individuals,  and  added, 
that  the  court  of  propricto-s  had 
evprefsly  fufpended  their  decifion, 
till  the  blanks  of  the  bill  had  been 
filled  up  in  the  committee.  At 
length  the  houfe  divided  for  the 
fpcakci's  leaving  the  chair,  ayes  276, 
noes  61,  majority  215. 

The  committee  upon  the  bill  for 
/emulating  the  affairs  of  India  un- 
like that  ft  age  of  proceeding  in  molt 
other  cafes,  claims  a  very  pointed 
and  unremitted  attention  from  rhe 
hiftorian.  This  i.i  partly  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  infinite  variety  of 
fubject*  which  the  bill  emoraced. 
It  was  impolftMc  for  thefc  to  be 
regularly  and  clearly  di  leu  fled  in 
conjua:tiou.  Some  pcrfons  approved 


H  AND 

of  the  provisions  for  the  fdppref* 
fion  of  future  delinquency,  who 
were  not  equally  partial  to  the  new 
board  of  control,  or  to  the  regula- 
tions that  related  to  the  native 
princes  and  zemidars.  And  on  the 
contrary,  many  were  defirous  that 
an  experiment  (liould  be  made  of 
the  kind  of  control  recommended 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  beftnwed  their 
fevercrt  rcprobarion  upon  the  par- 
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rial  fufpcnlion  that  was  introduced 
of  the  trial  by  jury.  But  another 
circumftuncc  of  tUll  greater  weight 
in  the  itory  of  the  progrefs  of  th.s 
celebrated  bill,  is  the  complete  al- 
teration and  entlie  renovation,  that 
it  underwent  in  all  its  parts,  wh  le 
it  lay  before  the  committee. 

The  fir  it  amcrJment  moved  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  was  iutcn  ltd  to  modify 
the  claufe  that  empowered  the 
board  of  control  to  originate  01- 
ders,  by  leaving  out  the  words,  con- 
veying a  power  t  >  do  this  at  will, 
and  inferring  others,  limiting  the 
proceeding  to  the  caie  of  the  court 
of  dirci  tora  neglecting  u»  tranfmit 
difp.itch<  s  to  the  boatd,  alter  fou;- 
teen  days  notice,  upon  any  fubjcCt 
the  board  might  th  nk  it  nccef- 
fary  to  take  up.  For  this  amend- 
ment he  received  the  public  thanks 
of  major  b'cott  and  Mr.  tkinfon. 
To  obviate  the  objcclions  that 
had  been  made  to  the  claufe,  em- 
powering the  board  of  con-ivl  to 
fend  orders  directly  to  India  with* 
out  communication  with  the  court 
of  directors,  it  Wis  enacted  that, 
that  court  appoint  a  committee  of 
fccrccy,  uot  to  exceed  three  per- 
fons,  with  whom  the  board  of 
control  mi^ht  communicate  thele 
ordeis.  The  next  object  of  the 
committee  was  to  fill  up  the  blank, 
for  the  number  of  counsellors  at 
the  different  prelidcncies.  Major 
Scott  argued  »g:dnft  the  number 
tivc  from  the  f-«i  example  of  ^e- 
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ncral  Claveim?,  colonel  Monfon, 
and  Mr.  Francis,  and  recommended 
to  the  com  mil  tee  to  adopt  three  for 
the  number  or  councilors  exciu- 
live  of  the  prefident.     This  num- 
ber was  particularly  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  anil  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, who  obferved  that  the  idea  of 
a  calling  voice,  the  favourite  idea 
of  major  Scott,  had  originally  been 
invented  merely  with  a  view  to 
cafes  of  peculiar  ncccflitv,  in  order 
that  there  might  be  a  fictitious,'.-/ here 
there  could  not  be  a  real  majority. 
Hitherto  the  catting  voice  had  been 
confidered  as  a  ncceflary  proviiion 
again;!   a   poflible  inconvenience. 
The  prefent  claufe  created  the  in- 
convenience, not  for  the  purpofe 
of  correcting  it,  but  to  convey  a 
power,    which,    if  given   at  a!l, 
ought  to  be   given  by   a  direct 
courfc,  and   fecurcd  again  ft  acci- 
dents.   As  long  as  a  council  of 
four  was  full,   thr  whole  power 
would  certainly  vclr  in  the  prefi- 
dent, proviv5ed  he  had  (kill  enough 
to  fecurc  the  implicit  fupport  of 
on**  of  the  rther  three.    But  fup- 
poling  his  complaifant  friend  fhould 
die  or  ouit  India,  the  object  of  the 
regulation  would  be  defeated.  A 
year  and  a  half  mult  at  leatt  clapfe 
before  a  new  colleague  could  come 
to  his  -affift mcc.    It  would  be  the 
height  of  abftmliry  to  take  up  this 
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unnatural  conmtution  for  the  prin- 
ciple and  hafis  of  a  new  govern- 
ment. The  idea  of  major  Scott 
was  adopted  b  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  Mr.  Dundas  next 
moved,  that  the  civil  clr.iir,  dur- 
ing the  abfencc  of  the  governor 
general,  fhould  not  devolve  upon 
the  commander  in  chief,  who  was 
next  it:  precedence,  but  to  the  third 
in  i'eniority.  In  the  dilhibution  of 
rink  to  the  commanders  in  the  dif- 
ferent councils,  the  cnmmandsr  in 
thief  in  India  had  originally  been 
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forgotten  by  adminhtrsrion.  It  wn 
now  agreed,  by  a  kind  of  compro- 
mise, tli.it  wherever  he  was  pretent, 
the  fubordinatc  commander  lhould 
have  a  feat  in  council,  but  no  voice. 
The  claufe,  vexing  the  nomination 
of  the  feveral  commanders  in  chief 
at  Bengal,    Bombay  and  Madras, 
in  the  king,  was  expunged  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  declared 
his  intention  of  lc.viug  thefe  ap- 
pointments  in  the  hands  of  the  ' 
company.    This  mcaiure  received 
the  panegyric  of  Mr.  Dundas,  who 
obferved  that  it  would  operate  to 
the  deduction  of  jcaloufv,  the 
completing  of  fuhordination,  and 
the  rcttoration  of  that  difciplinc, 
which  only  could  render  our  arms 
refpcJtable  in  India.    TJic  claufe 
reie  ving  to  the  k'rn^  a  negative 
upon  the  appointments  of  the  di- 
rectors, was  alfo  withdrawn  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

The  claufe,  prohibiting  the  pro- 
prietors from  refci tiding  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  directors,  when  they 
had  already  bi-cn  dc.iJcd  upon  by 
the  board  of  control,  was  read 
next,  and  was  particularly  objected 
to  by  Mr  Dempftcr.  There  are 
few  characters  among  the  Britifli 
common?,  more  diftinguiilied  for 
dignity  and  independence  of  judg- 
ment, and  iim-uity  of  conduct, 
than  this  gentleman.  We  are  net 
able  indeed  accurately  to  fhirc  the 
principle  of  h:s  conduct  in  the 
affairs  of  India,  and  will  therefore 
limply  enumerate  the  leading  par- 
riculars.  Mr.  Demplter  had  ufually 
gone  with  the  Portland  adminiltea- 
tion  in  fupport  of  their  principal 
and  chara'teti'dical  meafures.  Up- 
on the  fubject  of  their  India  bill, 
he  held  hi  t  (elf  neutml,  declaring 
that  he  would  not  vote  u?ain!r  his 
confeience  for  the  throne  of  Delhi. 
It  was  a  favourite  principle  with 
hiin,  that  however  we  might  talk 

of 
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of  compaflion  and  fympnthy  for 
the  grievances  of  the  natives  of 
India,  it  was  impolEble,  that  in  a 
bufincfs  fo  remote  and  foreign  we 
could  really  be  impreflcd  with  thefc 
feelings.    Upon  this  occalion  Ue 
remarked,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
court  of  proprietors  had  more  than 
once  eiTcntially  ferved  this  country, 
and  he  never  would  confent  to  the 
depriving  a  refpettable  body  of 
men  of  their  franchifes,  or  to  the 
refumpiion  of  a  power  thut  had 
never  been  abufed.     He  begged 
leave  to  fuggclt  to  the  houfe,  what 
he  had  often  thought  the  bed  thin* 
that  could  be  doue  with  the  terri- 
torial poffelBons.     He  knew  this 
country  would  not  lifien  to  a  pro- 
pofition  for  reiloring  them  to  the 
natives  ;  and  probably  they  would 
not  govern  them  better  than  we 
did.    To  abandon  fo  large  a  body 
of  our  fellow-fubjecls,  as  were  ac- 
tually in  India  engaged  in  the  pur- 
fuits  of  a  laudable  induitry,  he 
could  never  confent.    He  therefore 
wilhed,  that  the  king  couid  be  li- 
quefied to  fend  over  one  of  his 
Ions,  and  make  him  fovereign  of 
that  country.    We  might  then  en- 
ter int  >  a  federal  union,  and  enjoy 
all  the  benefits  that  could  he  de- 
rived from  the  Eall  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Europe,  the  benefits  of 
commerce.  The  elaufe  w.ss  defend- 
ed bv  major  Scat  and  Mr.  anuel 
Smith,  who  declared  that  ir  would 
not  change  the  privileges  of  the 
court  of  proprietors  from  what  they 
actually  v.  ere  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
add' d,    that  they  would  fooner 
fubmit  to  be  deprived  of  a  limb, 
than  confent  to-flrip  the  court  of 
proprietors  rf  any  power  of  which 
they  hiid  not  made   a  voluntary 
ctllion.    When  they  came  to  the 
c'aufea  that  related  to  the  native 
princes  and  the  hereditary  farmer  , 
they  were  all  withdrawn  upon  the 
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motion  of  Mr*  Dundas.    He  ob» 

ferved,  that  every  perfon,  at  all 
converfant  with  India,  would  con- 
fefs,  that  for  the  legillature  to  lay 
down  rules,  which  of  courfe  could 
not  be  departed  from,  upon  thefe 
delicate  and  complicated  fubjecls, 
would  be  indeed  to  embarrafs  and 
impede  the  projected  melioration. 
The  claufes  he  meant  to  fubilitute 
had  been  l  uggelled  to  him  by  a  per- 
fon intimately  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  India,  and  more  perfectly 
mailer  of  the  topic  to  which  he 
had  alluded,   than  perhaps  any 
member  of  that  houfe.    1  he  clau- 
fes declared,  that  it  was  expedient 
that  fome  affillance  fliould  be  given 
in  the  recovery  of  the  fums  of  mo- 
ney claimed   by   Britifli  fubjecto 
upon  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and 
therefore  ena.^cd,  that  the  court  of 
directors  fliould  inititute  an  enquiry 
into  the  origin  and  juftice  ot  the 
demands,  and  call  ;.n  the  alEftance  of 
the  preiidencic,  abroad  for  complet- 
ing the  invert: r.ation,  and  for  eilab"* 
lifliing  a  fund  for  the  difcharge  of 
thofe  debts  to  which  they  fliould 
expend  thtir  fancTion.    '1  he  con- 
troverlies  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
and  the  raja  of  Tanjour,  and  the 
grievances  of  the  zcuudars  were  in 
like  manner  cxelufively  referred  to 
the  coniidcration  of  the  court  of 
directors.    Under  the  head  of  pre- 
fent<  the  exception  in  favour  of 
prefents  of  ceremony  was  with* 
drawn. 

'J  he  committee  now  proceeded  to 
a  pa  t  of  the  bill  which  was  very 
warmly  contcfted.  It  had  ori- 
ginally been  fuggefted  by  Mr. 
Kden,  to  divide  it  into  two  pans, 
and  to  fuffcr  the  bufinefs  of  the 
judicature  to  be  made  a  fubjeel  of 
icparate  coniidcration.  The  idea 
being  again  urged  by  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, Mr.  Pitt  expreflcd  himfelf  not 
indifpofed  to  a  compliance.  He 
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afterwards  found  however,  that  the  It  was  then  move  J  bv  Mr.  Pitt, 
llcp  would  be  extremely  unaceept-  that  perfon  who  had  pafled  five 
able  to  many  or  hi>  hi?nd;,  and  years  in  India,  and  accumulated  no 
of  confcqucncc  oppofed  the  mo'ion  more  than  rooJ.  or  double  that 
that  was  made  for  that  piKpofe  by  fum  tor  the  next  five  ye.irs,  fliould 
Mr.  Sheridan.  One  of  the  riril  be  exempted  from  all  profecution 
claufes  under  this  head  of  the  bill  on  the  fcore*  of  their  fori urn s.  U 
was  tivat,  obliging  ail  perions  re-  was  no  t  fu^reie.i  by  ^'r.  Atkin- 
turning  I  rum  bi.fu,  to  give  in  an  ac-  fon,  that  in  cafe  ot  licktwU,  it  might 
count  >>(  their  foituir-s  upon  oath,  not  be  practicable  for  a  perfon  ar- 
The  inquiiitorial  fpirit  o!  this  pro-  riving  from  ind:  i,  to  gi^e  in  2n 
Vitiou  was  particularly  cenfured  by  account  upon  oath  in  the  fpace  of 
Mr.  Dempiler  and  Mr.  Eden.  To  two  months.  A  po.«cr  wa*  accord- 
compel  a  perfon  to  lvvcar  to  an  in-  ingly  conferr  d  on  the  court  of 
ventory,  in  order  to  afford  gr  unds  exchequer,  for  c^tendin^  the  term 
of  conviction  and  punif.iment  a^ainil  from  time  to  time  as  they  lhouid 
himfeif,  was  to  brca1*  through  a  fee  tit.  It  had  been  the  original 
firtt  principle  of  facrcd  and  ercr-  idea  of  the  cha  c  lltir  of  the  ex- 
nal  jurtice.  If  wpuld  have  the  lealt  ehcqucr,that  this  fur  if  .i:uif»n  mould 
effect  ivhec  it  was  intended  to  ope-  take  place  in  twelve  months;  and 
rate.  The  very  man,  who  could  it  ha  J  bee:;  obectcd,  t  m  by  that 
be  guilty  ot  peculation  or  cxtor-  means  perfms  would  be  deprived 
tion,  was  the  man,  who  would  leait  ot  the  trial  by  jury*  without  time 
helitate  to  make  an  oa=ii,  to  juftify  being  granted  them,  to  choofc  whe- 
himfelf,  and  fecure  the  polleifion  of  thet  they  would  nibmit  to  the  con- 
his  ill-gotten  wealth.  The  claufe  ditii  n.  '  ,VIr.  Pitt  now  moved,  that 
was  rcprcfented  us  implying  fufpi-  n  >  account  upon  oath  mould  be 
cion,  and  it  was  therefore  rccoin-  rcquir  J  _.f  any  prrfon,  who  Ihould 
mended  by  Mr.  I  den  and  others,  arrive  a  India  before  the  firtt  of 
that  f«>me  difcrimination  fliould  be  January  t7»~.  This  amendment 
made,  and  not  th.u  all  perfons  fliould  was  equally  cxpofed  to  the  cenfure 
be  equally  involved  in  this  odio.is  of  oppo  tion,  as  holding  out  an 
imputation.  It  was  fuggciicd  by.  indemnity  to  peculators,  and  a 
Mr.  Same. el  Smith,  that  merchants  warning  for  them  to  return  within 
in  particular  fliould  be  exempted,  the  atTigncd  period.  Mr.  Sheridan 
and  the  idea  was  taken  up  by  Mr.  remarked  that  by  the  bill  before 
Dundas  and  Mr.  Pitt.  But  in  the  houfe.  *  perfon  taking  the  oath 
compliance  with  the  reprcfentations  would  be  liable  all  the  days  of  his 
of  lord  North,  who  argued,  that  life  to  a  profecution  for  perjury, 
the  whole  object  of  the  claufe  was  He  could  therefore  make  no  fettle- 
a  very  fevcte  hardlhip,  and  that  to  ment  of  his  fortune.  He  could 
point  it  at  a  few  individuals,  or  a  not  fell  or  mortgage  hi*  elrate,  a3 
particular  defcriptionof  men,  would  no  one  would  have  any  thing  to  do 
be  to  make  it  intolerable,  the  wi*h  a  property,  which  was  lUll 
amendment  was  given  up  by  ad-  liable  to  contefr  and  forfeiture.  In 
mi nill ration,  for  the  fame  rcafon  confequcncc  of  this  representation 
the  idea  of  making  the  perfon  take  an  amendment  was  moved,  limiting 
the  oath,  only  when  required  by  the  commencement  of  a  profecution 
the  board  of  control,  or  the  court  to  the  period  of  three  years.  Th© 
<f  directors,  was  alfo  withdrawn,  claufe,  prohibking  the  return  of  any 
1 784.  K  perfon 
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pcrfon  to  India  under  cenain  con- 
dition?, was  mitigated  by  two 
amendments  irorn  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  one  of  them  exempt- 
ing the  officers  of  the  king  from  its 
operation,  and  the  other  permitting 
the  rcttoration  of  any  perfon,  with 
the  confent  of  the  directors,  and 
three  fourths  of  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors. 

The  committee  having  now  come 
to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  dc- 
iciibes  the  confutation  of  the  ncv 
tribunal,  Mr.  Pitt  Ihtcd  the  amend- 
ments he  had  to  offer  in  one  view. 
As  the  clauics  rtood  at  prefent,  the 
bringing  of  the  accuiation,  which 
on  a  former  day  had  excited  a  jjood 
deal  of  remark  and  difcumon,  lay 
folely  with  the  attorney  general  or 
the  company.  In  the  room  of  this 
it  was  dcligncd  to  authenfe  any 
other  pcrfon  or  perfons  to  move  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  for  an  in- 
formation. It  was  alio  intended  to 
give  that  court  power,  to  itfue  com- 
TnilTions  to  the  courts  in  India,  for 
the  purpofe  of  faking  depoiitions  ; 
and  thefe  depoiitions,  together  with 
the  records  of  the  different  prefi- 
dencics,  were  the  only  fpecies  of 
written  evidence  to  be  allowed. 
Another  material  alteration  regard- 
ed the  formation  of  the  tribun.il. 
It  was  not  to  be  chofen,  till  the 
whole  evidence  was  collected,  that 
was  capable  of  being  procured,  or 
thought  neceflary  to  fupoort  the 
information.  To  bring  it  nearer 
to  the  nature  of  a  fpecial  jury,  it 
was  intended  to  be  appointed,  partly 
by  ballot,  and  partly  by  fclcftion  ; 
and  the  piofecutor  was  to  have  a 
right  to  challenge,  but  not  pe- 
remptorily. The  right  of  nomi- 
nating the  Judges  was  to  he  taken, 
away  from  the  crown,  and  each 
court  was  to  be  lef  t  to  appoint  one 
of  its  own  bench.  The  latl  amend- 
ment went  to  the  exclulion  of  va- 


rious perfons,  fuch  as  the  directors 
of  the  company,  and  perfons  re- 
turning from  India,  from  the  judi- 
cature that  was  to  be  crcled. 

On  the  26th  of  July  the  amend- 
ments were  reported,  and  on  the 
28th  the  bill  pa(Tcd  the  houfe  of 
commons.  Mr.  Francis  took  a 
general  view  of  the  bill  in  its 
amended  llatc,  and,  among  other 
things,  remarked,  with  refpett  to 
the  new  judicature,  that  he  per- 
ceived, that,  in  the  apprehenfion 
of  Mr.  JolU.Te,  Mr.  Martin,  and 
other  gentlemen,  this  part  of  the 
bill  had  been  confidcrably  improv- 
ed by  the  amendments  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  perfons  who  had 
originally  objected  to  it  were  now 
fatisried.  He  was  forry  for  it ;  oc- 
eanic he  wiflied  that  the  principle 
of  every  meafure,  which  he  deem- 
ed dangerou3  to  the  coniUtution, 
might  appear  at  once  to  the  public 
view,  undifguifed,  in  its  real  fliape, 
and  in  the  colours  that  belonged 
to  it.  They  deceived  themfelves 
grofslv,  who  imagined  that  what 
was  cnentially  wrong,  could  ever 
be  formally  right.  Mr.  Sheridaa 
treated  the  alterations  that  the  bill 
had  undergone  with  a  high  degree 
of  ridicule.  He  remarked  that 
twenty-one  new  clauics  were  added, 
which  were  diilinq;uifhed  by  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet ;  and  he  re- 
quelled  fome  gentleman  to  fuggeft 
three  more,  in  order  to  complete 
the  horn-book  of  the  prefent  mi- 
ni llry.  The  old  claufes  were  now 
degraded,  and  were  placed  in  black 
letter  at  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
mourning  for  the  folly  of  their 
parents,  and  the  flovenly  manner 
in  which  the  bill  was  drawn.  Ht 
faid  that  the  whole  bill  was  a 
contention  of  two  parties,  the 
crown  and  the  company,  to  over- 
reach each  other.  The  company 
rcmonftratcd  againft  the  hi  it  bill, 
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becaufe  of  iters  were  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  India  without  their  confenf.  To 
pleafe  them,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  fuftcred  them  to 
hare  a  fecret  committee  of  three 
directors.  But  the  company  were 
not  a  whit  nearer,  for  the  committee 
were  fworn  to  fecrcfy.  They  might 
be  prefent  at  a  court  of  directors, 
and  fee  and  hear  meafures  carrying 
on,  and  regulations  propofeJ,  dia- 
metrically oppofitc  to  what  they 
knew  had  been  adopted  by  the  boa'd 
e*f  control,  without  being  able  to 
apply  any  other  remedy  than  a  nod, 
or  a  wink,  or  a  (hake  of  the  head, 
to  intimate  that  they  knew  f>me- 
thing  that  they  dared  not  divulge. 
Mr.  Fox  was  particularly  pointed 
in  his  invcclivr,  and  aftini.cd,  that, 
when  he  combined  this  mcafure 
with  the  bill  of  relief,  when  he  con* 
fiderrd  the  wanton  prodigality  of 
the  latter,  and  that  the  former  had 
been  fo  totally  altered  as  to  have 
loll  fight  of  the  principle  upon 
which  it  had  been  introduced,  he 
could  not  but  be  of  opinion,  that, 
inftead  of  eftablifliing  a  good  and 
/tlutary  Englifh  government  of 
India,  the  tendency  ,of  the  prefent 
meafures  was  to  facrifice  every  thing 
t»  the  Had  India  company^  to  bar- 
ter all  that  was  dear  to  us  for  the 
corrupt  influence  and  under-hand 
fupport  of  the  prefent  >d  mini  lira* 
tion,  and  to  eftablifh  an  Indian  go- 
vernment of  the  nland  of  Great 
Briraio. 

The  bill  finally  pa(Ted  the  houfe 
of  commons  on  the  28th  of  July, 
and  was  earned  up  to  the  lords,  and 
read  a  firft  time  on  the  day  follow* 
iog.  In  this  houfe  it  was  expofed 
to  a  very  vigorous  opposition,  though 
lord  Loughborough,  the  principal 
leader  in  the  minority,  and  to  whom 
the  investigation  of  that  part  of  the 
bill  that  related  to  the  judicature 
naturally  fell,  was  neccflarily  abfent 
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upon  the  duties  of  his  flaiion.  The 
principal  fpeakcrs  againft  the  mca- 
fure  were  the  earl  of  Carlifle  and 
lord  vilcount  Stormont.  The  latter 
took  occafion  to  animadvert  upon 
the  principle  or  fenif>rity  eAabliflied 
in  the  bill  befure  the  houfe.  This 
rule  uas  particularly  ill  fuited  to  the 
critical  polture  of  affairs,  and  the 
circumliances  chaiartcrifing  our  fi- 
tuati  >n  in  India.  It  would  damp 
thr  ardour  of  emulation,  check  the 
rifing  fpirit  of  the  youth  now  in 
Afia,  and  (ink  afpi<ing  genius  and 
acYivc  ability  to  the  level  of  dulneft 
aod  incapacity,  at  a  moment  when 
the  mod  extraordinary  talents  were 
neccftary,  to  raiic  us  from  our  tn- 
aufpiciotts  and  ru  ned  condition* 
The  command  of  the  black  troops, 
differing  widely  as  they  did  from 
Europeans  in  language,  in  manners, 
and  in  religion,  w.«s  a  fitu.tion, 
which  nothing  but  wifdom  and  ex- 
perience could  fit  an  officer  to  hold 
with  honour  to  him  (elf,  and  advan- 
tage to  his  principals.  Hitherto 
young  men,  anxious  to  acquire  rank 
in  the  fer vice,  and  eager  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  an  honcft  ambition,  made  it 
acuftomto  mix  with  the  fepoys,  to 
familiarize  thcmfelves  to  their  pre- 
judices, to  itudy  their  partialities, 
and  learn  how  they  might  beft  be 
induced  to  feel  a  common  intereft 
with  their  European  commander. 
Had  fuch  a  claufc,  as  that  upon 
which  he  animadverted,  bern  in  ef- 
fect in  India,  when  lord  Clive  firft 
entered  into  the  company's  fervice, 
it  would  not  at  this  6*y  have  been  a 
fubjeel  for  parliamentary  djfeuflion, 
how  the  government  of  India  could 
moft  beneficially  be  regulated ;  for 
every  inch  or  our  territorial  acqui- 
fitions  would  long  fince  have  been 
loft  to  this  couutry.  Lord  Sror- 
mont  animadverted  upon  the  power 
of  recal  in  the  board  of  control,  at 
by  no  means  a  fuificicnt  check  on 
K  a  M 
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the  company's  fervants  in  India.  A 
power  or  reca!,  when  it  was  to  ope- 
rate on  amballadors  at  the  Hague, 
at  Paris,  or  Madrid,  might  be  eth- 
caci<  us,  becaule  the  operation  would 
be  fliort,  and  the  erlect  immediate. 
But  when  the  dillanie  of  time  and 
place  was  fo  great  as  from  hence  to 
India,  it  would  be  to  the  lall  degree 
fruit lefs  and  impotent. 

He  contrafted  the  inflirution  of 
the  new  tribunal  with  the  high  com- 
million  court,  and  the  court  of  liar 
chamber,  tribunals  originally  intro- 
duced for  plaufible  purpotes,  but 
which  from  the  various  powers  and 
prerogative:-  they  engrcdled,  had  be- 
come at  lalt  fo  univcrlailv  odious 
for  tyauny,  oppremon,  injudice 
and  ddp  tdm,  that  with  con-mon 
con  u  t  they  were  decried  and  abo- 
lilh  u.  The  cale  of  milir.ry  :.ud 
nav.  men,  which  h..d  \  c  n  a  luded 
to,  wa  -  not  in  p>  int.  They  etlrcm- 
ed  it  a  a  i\ auti^e  to  be  tried  by 
men  of  hoi  our  in  'heir  own  profef- 
fion  '1  hey  dreaded  the  un'ympa 
-thet  c  pujudiccs  of  .1  common  j.  ry, 
and  they  onfiderrd  mar  ial  law  ;s 
one  or  their  nv>d  glorious  a;,d  inva- 
luame  din  motions. 

Lord  Thuflow  defended  the  mea- 
fure  with  grc  at  j  oiitem  fs  .  nd  can- 
dour. To  the  oh  ration  ot  lord 
Srormont,  that  the  bill  was  inade- 
quate to  its  obiccl,  he  was  ready  to 
aco-cc,  and  to  acknowlcge  that  he 
was  <  f  the  fame  opin  on.  He  (iwn- 
ed  he  had  w idled  t;  c  me.ilurc  to 
have  gone  much  larthcr,  and  to 
have  bt-en  fraught  with  mop-  ener- 
gy. But  the  anxious  dei;ic  to  ac- 
commodate to  public  ptcjudice,  had 
inuueed  other*-  to  difter  from  him, 
and  to  wifli  to  ni'  lli'v,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  weaken  the  regulations,  ra- 
ther than  give  them  a  harm  and  fe- 
x;r*  alpcot.  Me  admitted  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  lord  Mormont  had 
rcalbncd,  that  the  only  way  to  ob- 


tain what  was  wanted  in  Ind'.i,  wjls 
to  make  a  ftrong  government  there, 
amenable  to  a  it 1 11  ftronger  govern- 
ment at  home.  He  acknowlcged 
that  the  principle  or  feniority  might 
damp  the  ardour  ot  youth,  but  af- 
firmed, that  the  benefits  that  would 
refult  from  it  outweighed  its  difad- 
vantages.  lie  bellowed  great  ap- 
plaufe  upon  the  new  court  ot  judi- 
cature. He  admitted*  that,  had  the 
appointment  of  the  court  laid  with 
the  crown,  he  (hould  have  been  full 
as  well  pleated,  lince  it  was  there 
that  the  conllitution  clearly  mcancd 
every  part  of  the  executive  power 
to  reft,  and  lince  he  was  decidedly 
o'  opinon,  that  every  man,  con- 
loous  of  tneaning  »o  do  what  was 
ri^ht,  ought  to  defpife  the  fufpi*. »  n 
of  hmder  motives.  He  concluded 
withalking,  if  lot  d  Stormontthou-ht 
the  prefent  eh.ufes  to;»  Severe,  what 
idea  he  m  11  have  entertained  of  his 
poor  pro-ivt  u;x>n  the  fubjc«ft,  had 
it  flood  upon  piper  inliead  of  the 
prefent  bill  ; 

But  the  minmiry,  thoug-h  vigo- 
rous in  fpirii  and  ablity,  werr  ex- 
tremely tccble  in  their  numbers  $ 
and  the  delate,  in  the  remaining 
ft  ages  of  the  til!,  was  principally 
taken  up  with  the  exceptions  that 
were  cxprelled  by  the  friends  of  ad- 
minillr-ttion  againfl  the  piovilions  of 
the  bill.    The  duke  of  Richmond 
was  dill  of  opinion,  as  he  had  ever 
been,  that  the  court  of  director* 
was  ti  c  piwcr  bed  calculated  to  go- 
vern India.    They  were  more  ac- 
culb ■mod  to  the  diUjuiiition  of  Alia- 
tic  Ojuellionf,  than  the  mii.itlers  of 
the  dm  reign,   and  they  had  no 
other  object  to  divert  their  attention. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  thought  that 
the  appointment  of  the  commander* 
in  chief  ought  to  remain  with  the 
crown,  fo  long  as  it  was  found  nc- 
cedary  to  employ  any  part  of  the 
national  iorccb  in  the"  pcuinfula  of 
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India.    Lord  Hawke  was  difpleafed 
•with  the  diflc-ences  between  ibc  na- 
bob of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of  Tan- 
jour  being  referred  to  rhe  court  of 
directors,  \v  ho  were  parties  in  the 
cafe,   and  moved  an  anundmcnt, 
referring  the  enquny  to  the  board 
of  control.     Lo.d  Caineiford  dis- 
approved ot  the  claufcs  prohibiting 
the  acceptance  of  prefenis,  torhid- 
ding  the  mum  to  India  of  thofe 
who  had  «»nce  lcrved  the  company, 
and  obliging  perfons  to  give  in  an 
inventory  of  their  property  upon 
oath.'   He  faid  the  public  at  large 
were  very  unjuft  in  their  cenfure  of 
thofe  who  returned  from  India,  He 
knew  nunv  perfons,  who  returned 
with  large 'fortunes  and  at  the  lame 
time  wiih  characters  that  llander 
could   not  traduce.    He  infhnccd 
in  the  founder  of  his  family,  who 
had  never  had  hi>  fupcrior  in  juftice 
and  integrity,  and  or  whole  name 
and  reputation  he  was  as  proud,  as 
of  the  patrimony  he  inherited  from 
his  patriotic  induftry  and  public  ex- 
ertions.    The  bill  patted  the  houfe 
of  lords  on  the  9<h  day  ot  Auguft, 
and  was  followed  by  a  proteii,  trom 
the  dukes  of  Portland  and  Devon- 
shire,   together  with  the  earls  of 
Chwlmondeley,   Nonhington  and 
Carlifle.   They  objected  to  if,  as  in- 
effectual in  its  provifions,  unjuft  in 
its  inquifitorial  1'pirit,  and  uneonfti- 
tutional,  as  abolillung,  in  certain  in- 
flance?,  the  trial  by  jury. 

We  are  now  brought  in  the  courfe 
of  our  narrative  to  a  fecue  move  ex- 
traordinary, and  perhaps-  more  wo«- 
ihy  of  the  diftjuilitiwn  of  the  phir 
lofopher,  than  any  of  ihofc  tranf- 
aitions  of  a  more  extenfive  nature 
lhat  we  have  hitherto  treated.  We 
have  fcveral  times  had  occafion  to 
("peak  of  the  espticioufnefs  of  popu- 
larity, and  to  mow  how  little  tru.h 
-rhcre  is  in  that  maxim,  which  af- 
{eris/  ih-t  the  people  arc  always  in 
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the  right     We  have  fcen  men,  of 
the  gic.tcft  abilities,  and  of  wiiofe 
virtues  many  have  felt  the  m  ft  un- 
doubted perfualion,  expofed  to  the 
tumult  dtf approbation  and  odium. 
In  the    ,rta.ice  we  have  now  to  re- 
late, this  c  icumlhm  c  is  to  I  c  il- 
lull rated  in  a  tingle  individual,  by 
no  means  inferior  ro  any  ot  thole 
to  whom  we  have  alluded     It  cm- 
not  he  den'ud,  that  in  all  thefe  in- 
ftances  there  has  been  fomc  impo- 
licy,   and  lomething  of  what  we 
have  heard  denominated  want  of 
judgment,  on  the  part  of  the  Tuf- 
ferer.     With  an  eloquence,  with 
which  all  that  remains  of  antiquity 
mult  lofe  in  the  competition,  Mr. 
Bu  l.e,  it  feems,  combined  a  little  , 
tot.  much  of  frequency,  and  a  little 
too  much  of  prolixity.  With  much 
fenfibiliry  and  humanity  of  difp"- 
iition,  he  was  known  irequcntly  to 
err  trom  want  ot  temper,  an  :  he  ^  as 
led,  in  a*few  inftances,  into  a  ii  .c 
of  conduct  that  muft  at  leaft  be 
fly  led  unfortunate.    Thrfe  cirnnr- 
lVanccs,  in  fome  meafure,  but  not 
complete]),  account  for  the  orgrce 
in  which  he  u.  as  now  overborne  and 
<i  cried.    Something  muft  r  e  im- 
puted to  th  .t   fyeeies  of  forefight 
and  policy,  which  fct7.es  the  tide  of 
human  opinion  in  itscrifi.-.  .  nddcx- 
troutly  renders  it  f.  hlcrvicnt  todts 
deiigniy    'I  here  i-  Cmewhat  1" >  unr 
f  >othing  and  undtur.«blc,  i.  the  op- 
polit»nn  of  a  mar,  of  the  rirft  ia  .lt 
of  abilities,  and  who  is  I  y  no  n  cms 
remarkable  for  mod- -ration  and  ie- 
fene  in  his  attacks,  that  it  i.mft 
perhaps  he  ronft  I'.ed,  ho  vever  difr 
paragin^  it  be  to  o  r  common  na- 
ture, flint  it  is  fcarcely  in  humanity 
to  reiufe  the  means,  whatever  they 
are,  that  are  in  a  manner  tt.rujt 
upon  a  minifter,  ot  dtiarming  the 
lion  of  his  fangs. 

Early  in  Julv,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  acquainted  the  houfe 
Kj  Pf 
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of  commons  with  the  arrival  of  fir  graceful  to  the  Britifh  name,  had 

Elijah  Impey,  chief  judge  of  the  fu-  been  tranfacled  in  that  country* 

prcme  court  of  judicature  at  Bcnga',  Mr.  Burke  was  clearly  of  opinion* 

who  had  been  recalled  by  the  fove-r  that  more  of  thefe  opprelfions  and 

reign  in  pursuance  to  an  addrefs  of*  barbarities  were  to  be  traced  ta 

that  houfe.  Upon  this  occafion  Mr,  Mr.  Hailings  in  particular  than  to 

Burke  remarked,  that  the  rcfolu-  any  other   individual    in  India, 

tions  upon  this  fubjcC.t  had  been  But  all  hope  of  bringing  this  man 

originally  moved  by  fir  Adam  Fer-  to  judgment,  and  all  hope,  as  Mr. 

gufon  and  general  Richard  Smith,  Burke  believed,  of  guarding  againft 

neither  of  whom  were  in  the  prefent  fimilar  enormities  in  future,  va- 

parliamcnt.    The  bulmefs  there-*  nilhed  along  with  the  authenticity 

Fore  might  be  confidcrcd  as  devolv-,  and  credit  of  thefe  vouchers,  To 

ing  upon  him,  as  properly  as  upon  aired,   if  pofliblc,  the  current  of 

any  other  member  of  the  houfe.  popular  opinion,  which  threatened 

He  muft  however  decline  it  as  im^  finally  to  fweep  them  away,  Mr, 

practicable.  Perhaps  impeachment  Burke  moved,  on  VVedncfday  the 

before  the  houfe  of  lords  was  the  28th  of  July,  previoufly   to  the 

proper  way  of  proceeding  upon  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  re^ 

the  charge  which  had  already  rc-i  gulating  the  affairs  of  India,  "  I  hat 

ceivedthc  fandtion  of  the  commons,  the  houfe  would,  on  Monday  next, 

If  fo,  what  hope  of  fuccefs  could  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  to 

he,  an  individual,  venture  to  en-t  inquire  into  the  fads  contained  in 

tertain,  when  the  nobleman,  who  the  reports  relative  to  the  mifgo- 

would  be  the  prcfident  of  the  court,  vcrnmcnts   of  India.*'     He  faid 

had  exprcfsly   declared,  with  re-  that  he  was  not  furprifed  that  rc- 

fpc<ft  to  the  reports  in  which  the  ports  of  the  lad  parliament  fhould 

proceeding  originated,  that  he  re*  be  difregarded  by  the  prefent ;  but 

yarded  them  no  more  than  the  he  was  truly  alloniflied,  that  the 

hiilory  of  Robinfon  Crufoe  ?    He  refult  of  enquiries  undertaken  at 

pegged  therefore  to  refer  the  bu-f  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  king  in 

finefs  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex-  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  two 

chequer,  whofe  duty  it  was,  as  years  ago,  fliould  be  treated  with 

the  nunifter  and  the  reprefentative  fo  much  difrefpecf.,  by  men  who  eu- 

of  the  reft  of  the  king  s  fervants,  tertained  the  higheft  veneration  for 

jo  enforce  the  rcfolutions  of  the  every  thing,  that  at  all  related  to 

houfe  refpecting  fir  Elijah  Impcy,  majetly.    For  himfelf,  he  felt  that 

rather  than  that  of  any  private  and  there  was  no  middle  way  in  the 

individual  member  of  parliament,  bufmefs,   and  that  his  character 

Mr.  Pitt  howrver  totally  and  un-.  was  at   ftake.    If,  as    had  been 

equivocally  declined  any  concern  fuggefted,  the  reports  were  mere, 

in  the  affair,  fables,  they  were  indeed  calumnies 

But  there  was  nothing  that  fat  of  the  molt  bold  and  unprincipled 

more   uneafily  upon  Mr.  Burke,  nature,  and  he  himfelf  was  an  in- 

than   the  general  difcredit  into  famous  calumniator.    This  was  an 

which  the  reports  of  the  commits  age  remarkable  for  its  good  hu- 

tccs  for  enquiring  into  the  affairs  of  mour,  its  complaifancc,  and  its  ac- 

Jmiia  had  fulien.    It  could  not  be  commodating    temper.  Perhap* 

<loub<ed,  but  that  much  that  was  thefe  amiable  and  engaging,  qua- 

irrcguur,  and  xuuqh  that  was  dif-  lities  never  flume  with  more  oiftin- 

gui(hc4 
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guiftied  luftre  than  in  the  prefent 
treasurer  of  the  navy.  Mr.  Dun- 
das  was  a  parent  :>s  well  as  himfcif, 
with  regard  to  the  two  fets  of  re- 
ports, though  his  were  of  more 
ignoble  origin.  The  mother  of 
humbler  birth  had  borne  the  m  >re 
numerous  offspring,  whiic  his  ho- 
nourable coadjutor,  like  the  lionc  s, 
who,  being  the  royal  beat),  bore 
but  one  whelp  at  a  time,  had  pro- 
duced a  letter  brood,  but  of  a  bolder 
ftamp,  and  of  lomewhat  a  mort 
vigorous  conlliturion.  This  gen- 
tleman had  proved  h'mfclf  mUc  to 
defeat  the  wifdom  of  Solomon,  even 
in  tlic  exiraodinary  trial  lecne, 
which  that  wif-  ruler  had  cauled 
to  be  aiied  before  him.  He  had 
feen  his  child  held  up,  and  the 
drawn  fcymitar  lifted  to  divide  it, 
without  moving  a  mufcle,  or  dif- 
covcring  the  fniallcft  emotion.  Not 
fo  with  him.  The  fpectacle  was 
rpo  rov.ch  for  his  feeling*.  He 
could  not  bear  the  horrid  light. 
But  when  the  executioner  had  held 
his  Infant  in  the  air,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  divide  the  body,  from  the 
nape* of  the  neck  to  the  end  of  the 
chine,  he  had  intercepted  his  arm, 
and  cried,  "  Stop  your  flagitious 
hand!  b<  11  t\  rant,  flay  !  I  am 
his  parert  !  The  child  is  mine, 
and  innocent ! 

««  Adfum  qui  feci,  in  me  cnnvcrtlte 
fcrrym  !" 

Mr.  Dundas  moved  the  order  of 
the  day. 

Defeated  in  this  meafurc,  on  the 
toth  tnfiant  Mr.  Burke  brought 
forward  a  firing  of  motions,  in- 
tended as  a  foundation  for  an  en 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hartiogs.  The  firft  of  thefe  re- 
lated to  the  inftrudtions  to  Mr. 
Br i flow  refecting  Almas  Ali  Khan. 
This,  and  that  which  immediately 
followed  it,  were  feconded  by  ma- 


jor Scott.  When  Mr.  Burke  rofe 
to  nuke  his  third  motion,  he  was 
interrupted  bv  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  Mr.  l'itt  aflced, 
Ho-.v  did  that  hotife,  as  a  houlc  of 
parliament,  know  as  a  fact  the 
tran factions  upon  which  Mr.  Burke 
grounded  his  motions?  If  the 
motions  palled,  from  what  office 
were  the  papers  expected  to  pro- 
ceed ?  To  relieve  the  houfe  from 
the  difficulties  into  which  this  pro- 
ceeding would  inevitably  throw  it, 
he  laic',  he  would  move  the  order  of 
the  day. 

This  interruption  called  forth  all 
the  energy  and  ciuhuliafm  of  Mr. 
Burke.  The  initulibility  of  go- 
vernment to  the  foul  enormities, 
lately  perpetrated,  and  iiill  perpe- 
trating, by  our  countrymen  in  the 
Fait  was  truly  (hocking.  He  de- 
precated the  day  that  the  know- 
ledge of  them  had  come  to  his 
mind.  The  mifcrablc  objects  it 
exhibited,  countries  extirpated,  pro* 
vinces  depopulated,  cities  and  na- 
tions overwhelmed  in  one  mafs  of 
deltructi.  n,  con{aantlv  dwelt  on  his 
imagination.  The  cries  of  'the 
nntvc  Indians  were  never  out  of 
his  curs.  The  facts  of  which,  un- 
der the  direction  of  parliament,  he 
was  obliged  to  inform  himfelf,  had 
lefr  on  his  mind  an  imprcllion  of 
horror,  which  frequently  deprived 
him  of  deep,  and  night  and  day 
preyed  upon  his  peace.  The  reality 
of  the  reports  had  been  impeached 
indeed,  but  in  a  way  which  evi- 
dently lhowcd  the  impeachment  was 
only  made  to  ferve  a  purpofe,  but 
never  meaned  to  provofce  a  trial. 
Why  would  not  the  men  who  had 
contradicted  thcra  come  forward 
and  fupport  their  allegations  ?  He 
would  meet  them  with  alacrity  on 
the  fyot>  an^  m  tnc  moment  was 
prepared  to  put  the  truth  of  every 
ftutcment  in  fovemecn  volumes  ot 
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reports  to  the  teft.    Oh !  he  ex- 

claimeJ,  what  would  he  not  ufqtie 
to  rind  all  the  fecnes  of  horror,  to 
which  no  defcription  was  equal, 
nothing  but  a  fiction  !  It  would  be 
to  him  a  difcovcry  more  precious 
and  grateful  thau  the  difcovery  or" 
a  nc.v  world.  I- e  wilhedit  f  >r  the 
honour  of  humanity,  from  fympa- 
thy  to  millions  of  hopelef-  indivi- 
duals, and  from  an  anxic-fy  which 
he  had  long  felt  to  retrieve  this 
houfe,  this  country,  this  £<\K-ra- 
tion,  and  even  this  c-  M»an\ ,  from 
infamy  and  execration.  Why  did 
not  they  who  polTefied  the  fecret, 
in  cotnpafllon  to  mankind  reveal  it  ? 
He  pathe  tically  pn  tTcd  rhe  fubjeft 
upon  the  chancellor  or  tiie  exche- 
quer. He  faid,  that  Mr.  Pitt  fat 
upon  the  bench,  and  that  God, 
whofc  works  were  defaced,  man, 
who  had  been  reduced  to  beggary, 
and  Britain,  whofe  honour  ha.l  re- 
ceived an  indelible  liain,  called  on 
him  for  j u  lice.  How  was  he  to 
account  for  the  infenfibility  of  the 


'mini tier,  at  a  time  of  life  when 
companion  was  in  its  prime !  He 
had  not  furely,  like  major  Scott, 
undertaken  an  agency  which  it 
would  be  difhonour  in  any  degree 
to  relinquifli.  Mr.  Burke,  perill- 
ing in  prcfling  the  fubject  upon  the 
houle,  was  called  down  by  Mr. 
William  Grcnville,  and  at  length, 
in  fpite  of  his  pertinacity,  was 
overpowered  by  the  loud  and  con- 
tinual clamour  that  was  made  in 
oppofjtion  to  him. 

On  the  10th  of  Auguft,  it  was 
moved  by  general  Burgoyne, 44  That 
all  paper:-  relative  to  the  imprifon- 
mcnt  of  fir  John  Burgoyne,  lately 
commanding  on  the  coa.l  of  Coio- 
mandel,  be  laid  before  tlie  houfe." 
The  gcn&ra',  however,  was  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Dundas  and  the 
fecrctary  at  war,  that  the  bit  fine  fs 
was  taken  up  very  ferioully  by  go- 
vernment, to  whom  it  properly 
belonged,  and  in  confluence  of 
thefe  afluraiKcs,  he  was  induced  tcs. 
withdraw  his  motion. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Bill  for  the  Prevention  of  Smuggling.  Commutation  Aft.  Loan.  Unfund- 
ed Deht.  Taxes.  Civil  l.iji.  Fijhcrics  cf  Scotland*  Reft  oration  of  the 
forfeited  E/lates.    Speech  from  the  Throne. 

* 

"?V"T  Othing  attracted  fo  general  livered  in,  in  the  eourfc  of  the  fcf- 

JJSj   an  a  tention  during  the  fef-  lion,  as  the  rtfult  of  their  inquj- 

flon  of  which  we  are  treating,  as  rici  three  reports,   in  which  the 

the  regulations  that  were  ac  opted  fuhjedt  was  entered  into  at  great 

upon  the  fubjv^t  of  fmuggling,  and  detail,  and  which  were  regarded  as 

particularly  the  art  of  parliament,  exhibiting  very  important  matter 

commonly  called  the  commutation  for  the  melioration  of  the  revenue, 

aft.    We  have  already  noticed  the  On  the  nth  of  February,  a  Ycfo- 

appointmcnt,  early  in  the  lait  fef-  lution  had   been    moved  by  Mr. 

fion  of  the  preceding  parliament,  Kdcn,  chairman  of  the  tommittcc, 

of  a  comm  ttee  to  enquire  into  the  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Beau  toy,  de 

illicit  practices  ulcd  in  defrauding  during  <l   that  the  il  icit  praline 

the  revenue.    '1  his  committee  ce-  h.id  greatly  increafed,  that  the  pub- 
lic 


Digitized  by  Go 


FOREIGN 

lie  revenue  was  defrauded  to  the 
exent  or"  uot  lefs  th  in  two  millions 
per  annum,  and  that  thefe  enor 
mi  ties  and  national  lofies  merited 
the  early  and  ferious  attention  of 
parliament." 

Soon  after  the  mecfing  of  the 
n<w  parliament,  the  ful  jeet  of  thefe 
reports,  and  of  the  laws  in  beimj 
for  the  prevention  of  lmuggling, 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe.  On  the  ad  of  |une, 
this  committee  was  moved  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
efle&ual  prevention  of  fin  ugg  ling. 
The  objects  of  this  bill  were,  toex- 
t*-nd  the  diftancc  from  fliore  at 
which  feizures  ftiould  he  lawful, 
to  prohibit  the  building  vclTcls  of 
a  certain  dimeniion  and  the  arm- 
ing them  beyond  a  certain  extent, 
-and  to  introduce  other  regulations 
tending  to  the  fame  general  object. 
In  the  committee  upon  this  bill, 
which  fat  on  the  12th  of  July,  a 
great  number  of  amendments  were 
introduced  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  lbn.e  of  the  moll  Im- 
portant of  which  ftad  been  fug- 
ged cd  by  Mr.  hden.  A>coirlider- 
able  debate  took  pLce  on  the  regu- 
lations, rendering  the  owners  of 
{hips  amenable  for  the  mi  icon- 
duct  of  the  mariners,  which  had 
been  originally  introduced  by  the 
bills  of  .  779,  and  178  ,  and  which 
were  preferved  bv  the  prefent  mea- 
sure. The  injulticc  of  this  provi- 
fion  was  urged  by  Mr.  \\  ilberforcc 
and  Mr.  Beau  fay,  who  remarked, 
that  its  tendency,  by  making  the 
fault  of  the  fervants  to  redound 
upon  the  matter,  was  to  annex  im- 
punity to  guilt,  and  punifliment  to 
innocence  ;  and  that  the  hardfliip 
fell  entirely  upon  the  fair  trader, 
.  to  the  exclufion  of  fuch  as  were 
ioncerned  in  articles  of  illicit  com- 
merce. >lr.  taring  and  Mr.  Rich- 
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ard  Atkinfon,  two  gentlemen  ex- 
tenlivcly  concerned  in  commerce, 
declared,  that  fuch  was  the  iniquU 
ty  of  thefe  laws,  that  they  were 
determined  as  ioon  as  porlible  to 
ceafe  to  have  any  coiucrn  in  the 
article  of  (hipping,  and  that  the 
general  refolution  of  the  merchants 
ot  London  was  fimilar  to  their 
own.  The  fpirit  ot  the  provilions 
was  defended  by  Mr.  Arden  and 
Mr.  Macdonald.  In  confequence 
however  of  the  reprefentations  that 
were  made  Mr.  Iitt  brought  up  a 
cl.ule,  t,  e  object  of  whjch  was  tj 
have  it  declared  by  a  jury  previ- 
oully  to  trial,  whether  the  circum- 
llances  attendant  on  the  fcifure  of 
a  vcflel,  fliould  be  perilled  in  and 
proleci.ted  to  forfeiture  in  the  court 
of  exchequer.  Mr.  Pitt  had  ftated 
the  diltancc  from  lhore  at  which  a 
feiiure  (houM  be  considered  as  legal 
at  four  leagues.  Upon  this  an 
amendment  was  moved  by  captaiu 
Macbridc,  extending  it  to  fix 
leagues.  At  the  fame  time  a  claufc 
was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Eden,  in 
concert  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  providing  for  the  in- 
demnity of  fuch  offences  as  fliould 
have  been  committed  previously  to 
the  bill's  having  palled  into  a  law. 

On  the  2 1  It  of  June,  the  com- 
mittee for  taking  into  coniideration 
the  reports  was  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  come  to  a  number  of  refolutions, 
prcvii  ully  to  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  for  repealing  the  duties  on  tea, 
and  granting  to  the  crown  other 
duties  upon  that  article,  together 
with  feveral  additional  duties  on 
windows.  On  the  8th  of  July,  the 
committee  was  farther  moved  by 
Mr.  Kofe,  fecretaiy  to  the  trca- 
fury,  to  come  to  feveral  refolutions 
rclpeding  the  importation  of  cocoa 
nuts  and  coftee,  and  for  repealing 
the  inland  duties  of  excife  on  thole 

fr\iclc8.     Ihtfc  refolutions  were 
made 
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made  the  fubjed  of  an  in  ft  ruction 
to  thfr  gentlemen  appointed  to  pre- 
pare the  bill  we  have  mentioned, 
ia  order  to  their  provifions  being 
included  in  that  meafure.  The 
proportion  was  in  a  good  decree 
founded  on  the  ideas  f ..ggciicd  in 
the  reports  of  the  fclect  committer, 
who  had  pointed  it  out  as  an  eli- 
gible meafure  to  reduce  the  duties 
on  tea,  and  to  fubiritute  in  lieu  of 
them  an  impofition  on  windows. 
They  had  even  entered  into  a  cal- 
culation refpecting  the  proportions 
that  ought  to  6e  preferved  under 
each  of  thefe  head-,  though  their 
calculations  were  by  no  ne  .ns  im- 
plicitly adopted  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  Since  however, 
Jn  cotifequence  of  the  labours  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  the  merits  of  the 
{ubjedt  were  conliderably  under- 
stood, Mr.  Pitt  did  not  enter  into 
a  laboured  elucidation  of  rhcra. 
The  amount  of  the  prefent  revenue 
upon  tea,  he  ftated  at  between 
700,0001  and  Sj>  ,000 1.  It  was 
his  intention  not  to  raife  upon  that 
article  in  future  more  than  1 69,0001. 
fo  that  the  reduction  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  new  fubfiitutc,  w.is  at 
leaft  equivalent  to  6jo,ooc1.  The 
benefits  he  profefil-d  to  have  in  view 
were  principally,  the  check,  or  ra- 
ther the  abfolute  destruction  of  the 
Smuggling  trade  ;  the  a  J  vantage  in 
the  firtt  place,  of  the  Hall  India 
f  ompany,  who,  in  conf  qut  nee  of 
this  meafure,  would  find  a  va»t 
for  1 3,ooo,oco  pounds  of  tea,  in- 
flead  of  500,^00,  and,  in  the  fe- 
cond  to  the  nation  in  general,  r.nce 
befide  the  immediate  interelt  we 
had  in  their  profperirjr,  the  com- 
pany would  be  enabled  to  take  up 
twenty  more  hrge  (hips,  and  find 
employment  for  zooo  additional 
feamen. 

The  meafure  was  received  in  its 
fcrft  introduction,  witli  a  coafider- 


able  degree  of  favour  and  applaufe 
by  all  tides  of  the  houfe.  •  The 
ch  ncclior  of  the  exchequer  in  par- 
ticular received  the  -.omplimcnts  of 
Mr.. alderman  Ncwnhun  and  !r. 
Demptl  r  ;  the  latter  of  wiiom 
however  remarked,  (hat  orlv  one 
circumdance  could  have  made  him 
approve  or  the  plan  that  hadjult. 
been  opened  more  highly  than  he 
did;  and  that  was,  fiiif  to  have 
feen  a  petition  on  the  tabic  from 
the  Kali-India  company,  praying 
that  the  plan  might  be  adapted. 
Had  that  brc  ;  the  cafe  the  com- 
pany would  gladly  have  contracted 
witn  the  public  to  fupply  the'm  at 
the  prices  liated  in  the  calculation 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
He  alfo  cxprclled  himfelf  defirous 
that  the  tax  mig'.t  be  optional,  as 
taxes  of  a  fimihir  nature  were  in 
Holland.  1  his  idea  was  condemn- 
ed by  Mr.  Jcnkinfoti.  Mr  Eden 
was  particularly  difpleaf-d  with  the 
mi.  incr  for  l.a-  in^  aliened  in  his 
fpeech,  that  the  plan  before  the 
ho'j'e  Was  iti  a  great  degree  new  ; 
ar\j  Mr.  ^heiidan  remarked,  that 
this  was  fo  far  from  being  true, 
that,  :f  Mr.  Pitt  had  afked  for  them, 
he  would  have  given  him  two  l  ills, 
drawn  upon  the  fubject  during 
the  exigence  of  the  late  admini- 
llration. 

Tlic  bill  was  not  introduced  to 
the  houfe,  till  the  30th  of  July, 
and  it  underwent  fome  alteration 
in  its  principle,  in  confequence  of 
amendments  offered  to  the  houfe 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
In  the  debate  thar  took  plice  on 
its  report  trom  the  committee  on  the 
icth  of  Auguil,  it  by  no  means 
experienced  the  fame  indulgence 
that  had  been  extended  to  it  at  its 
firil  introduction.  It  was  fupport- 
ed  by  alderman  Newnham,  alder- 
man Wat fon,  arid  Mr.  Hamcr. 
It  encountered  the  disapprobation 
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of  Mr.  M  Uncs,  fir  Edward  Aft  ley, 
and    fir  Charles  Bamprield,  who 
however  entcrtained.too  much  con- 
fidence  in  the  minitier  to  be  willing 
to  give  a  ferious  interruption  o  his 
meufurcs.     The  opp  »fmon  or  Mr. 
Jollirfe  was  more  decided.  Mr. 
Eden  declared,  that,  now  that  he 
faw  the  plan  in  detail,  his  expec- 
tations or*  its  practicab  lity  and  pro- 
du&ivcnefs   weie  much  narrowed 
in  companion  of  his  idea  of  the 
fcafibility  of  the  meat u re,  which 
had  been  recommended  in  the  re- 
port of  the  fele£t  committee.  Mr. 
fox  ridiculed  the  attempt  of  the 
tninifler  to  have  the  meafure  conli- 
dered  in  the  light  of  a  commuta- 
tion.   It  was  unjufl  and  opprcflivc, 
to  take  oft'  a  tux  upon  a  luxury, 
and  to  fubfiitute  in  its  ftead  a  tax 
upon  what  was  indifpcnlibly  nc- 
cefiary.    He  alked  what  connexion 
there  was  between  an  import  upon 
tea  and  an  import  upon  windows. 
The  confumption  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors was  an  article  of  fmuggling, 
Which  equally  demanded  the  atten- 
tion of  parliament  with  the  con- 
fumption  of  tea.     But  Jno  man 
could  look  at  the  idea  of  carrying 
the  principle  of  the  bill  to  this  ex- 
tent, without  feeling  a  horror  at 
its  abfurdity.    Spirits  were  a  lux- 
ury ftill  more  than  tea,  and  to  tax 
all  defcriptions  of  men  as  the  pre- 
fent  bill  did,  becaufe  they  might 
drink  ipirits  in  their  houfes  if  they 
chofe  it,   was  lomcthing  too  fla- 
grant to  be  thought  on  for  a  mo- 
ment.   If  the  principle  of  this  bill 
were  to  be  admitted,  we  had  not  been 
fo  much  obliged  to  the  Emt  India 
company  as  had  been  pretended, 
fince,  without  having  recourfc  to 
their  infirumentaliry*  we  might  at 
all  times  have  obtained  the  fame 
revenue  upon  our  houfes  and  our 
windows.    It  was  added,  that  the 
"Udia  trade,  Jnftcad  of  J>eing  ad- 
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vanta^cous  to  the  Britifh  navy,  was* 
through  the  operation  of  climate, 
con  fide  red  by  the  beft  judges  at 
inimical  to  it.  Mr.  Courtenay  drew 
a  comparifon  between  the  bill  now 
before  the  houfe  nd  the  gabelle  o* 
fait  tax  in  France.  There  an  im- 
port was  laid  up-.m  that  article,  and 
every  man  was  obliged  to  take  and 
pay  for  a  certain  quantity,  whe- 
ther he  wanted  it  or  not.  As  the 
pre  lent  adininillration  had  attempt- 
ed to  elevate  the  commons  of  Eng* 
land  to  the  fame  rank,  and  inveft 
them  wi;h  the  fime  franchifes  as 
the  parliaments  of  France,  it  was 
perfectly  conhftcnt  in  ihem  to  in- 
troduce a.fiiuilar  principle  of  taxa- 
tion. The  tendcrnefs  and  benig- 
nity of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer was  evident.  Such  a  hap- 
py precedent  would  have  the  beft 
effect  and  prevent  all  murmuring 
and  difcontent.  For,  why  fliould 
Englifhrnen  complain,  when  they 
were  confidercd  as  entitled  to  the 
fame  treatment  with  the  mod  pQ- 
litc  and  diilinguifhed  nation  in  the 
world  ?  Mr.  Fox  however  would 
not  admit  that  the  calcs  of  the 
commutation  and  the  gabelle  were 
at  all  parallel.  The  former  clearly 
related  to  a  luxury,  which  was  no 
way  conducive  to  health.  Salt  on 
the  contrary  was  a  neceflary,  and 
therefore  it  was  tar  lefs  oppreffive 
to  oblige  all  the  fuhjec'ts  or  France 
to  purchafc  n  given  quantity  of 
that  commodity  than  to  compel  all 
pcrfons,  whether  they  drank  tea 
or  not,  to  pay  a  tax  for  it. 

Mr.  1'itt  replied.  He  obferved, 
in  anfwer  to  a  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Fox  for  de#rrtng  the  fubjecl 
to  another  felfion,  that  it  did  not 
admit  of  delay.  To  defer  it  wa$ 
to  give  notice  to  the  fmu^gler 
when  the  battle  was  to  begin.  It 
was  to  fay  to  him,  "  You  fee  we 
deal  UJte  men  of  honour  ;  we  give 

you 
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you  fix  months  to  complete  your 
traffic.  Redouble  your  diligence, 
work  double  tides,  for  after  fix 
months  you  can  fmuggle  no  more." 
Not  more  than  one  half  of  the 
commodity  confumed  paid  any  duty 
at  all,  that  half  woulJ  foon  be  re- 
duced to  a  third,  and  the  third  to  a 
fourth.  He  called  upon  Mr.  Eden 
as  chairman  of  the  felect  commit- 
tee, to  declare  whether,  from  what 
he  knew  of  the  fubject,  he  dared 
count  upon  tea  as  a  permanent  ob- 
ject of  revenue.  It  was  cafy  to 
argue  in  favour  of  trnking  the  new 
tax  optional.  But  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  revenue  and  public  credit 
did 'not  permit  him  to  barter  a  cer- 
tainty for  an  uncertainty.  He  was 
obliged  to  fclert  an  object  upon 
which  he  could  build  the  moil  en- 
tire and  confident  expectation  ;  and 
with  the  invaluable  benefits  that 
would  refult  from  this  meafurc  to 
the  public,  he  was  ready  to  rifquc 
any  unpopularity  it  might  occa- 
fion,  notwithitanding  the  indutfry 
with  wh  ch  popular  odium  was  ex- 
cited aga'ntl  it.  The  nppoiirion 
divided  the  houfe  upon  the  q'cf- 
tion  for  recommitting:  the  bill,  ayes 
40,  noes  i.^fc,  majority 

On  the  t'th  of  Augu'.\  the  bill 
was  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of 
lords.    It  was  oppofed  by  iord 
Loti"hboroui>h  and  lord  Stormont. 
The  former  of  the  fc  nob  emen  en- 
tered minutely  into  the  fubject,  and 
rcprefentcd  the  Sacrifice  of  a  moll  eli- 
gible object  of  taxiit ion,  ;md  an  object 
that  produced  to  the  revenue  near 
a  million  lletling,  as  a  meafurc  of 
the  molt   ruinous  tendency.  He 
obferved  that   once  pi*  en   up,  it 
could  never  be  recovered,  and  that 
live  times  the  quantity  of  tra  fold 
yearly  that  1  ad  formerly  been  fold, 
would  not  produce  an  equal  reve- 
nue at  the  new  duty,    '1  he  whole 
confumption  of  Europe,   by  the 


bed  accounts,  did  not  amount  to 

an  average  of  more  than  io,ooo,coo 
pounds.  He  tfated  it  as  a  moll 
palpable  error,  to  fuppofc  that  the 
prcfent  meafure  would  effect  the 
annihilation  of  lmuggling.  In? 
eluding  the  \t\  per  cent,  new 
duty,  the  fire  per  cent,  mercantile 
profit  allowed  to  the  Eatt  India  com- 
pany, and  7^  percent,  difference 
upon  the  expence  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  our  rivals  <n  this  commerce, 
the  profit  that  Wall  remained  to  in- 
duct the  fmugglcr  to  continue  hi* 
trade  was  25  per  cent. 

The  bill  received  the  royal  af- 
f?nt  at  the  dole  of  the  felfion. 
At  the  fame  time,  befide  the  two 
wc  have  mentioned,  a  third  bill 
paficd  into  a  law,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  duties  upon  Britifh  fpi- 
rit=,  and  to  difconrinuc,  for  a 
limited  time,  certain  impolls  upon 
rum  and  fpirits  imported  from  the 
Welt  Indies.  Thefe  three  bills 
comprehended  the  whole  plan  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
upon  the  fubject  of  fmugglmg,  fu 
far  as  it  was  now  fubmitted  to  par- 
liament, 

On  the  30th  of  June,  Mr.  Pitt 
opened  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
the  bufinefs  of  the  loan.  The 
fum  that  had  boen  found  necctTiry 
to  be  borrow  d,  was  noo,oocl.  For 
the  purpofe  of  borrowing  this  fum, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
dillributcd  the  money-lenders  into 
two  clafles.  The  terms  finally 
agreed  upon  were  tool,  at  three 
per  cent,  50I.  at  four  per  cent, 
five  ftrillings  and  fix  pence  of  a  long 
annuity,  and  three  fifths  of  a  lot- 
tery ticket,  for  even-  hundred 
pounds  advanced.  I  he  difference 
betvtecn  the  two  lets  of  bidders  was 
a  dificrence  of  fix  pence  upon  the 
fubject  of  the  long  annuity,  :ind 
the  party  finally  rejected  included 
m  its  numbers'  Mr.  Richard  Atr 
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kinfon.     Mr.  Pitt  apologifed  at 
con  fide  rablc  length  for  the  unpo- 
pular fcrvicc  in  uhich   he  was 
engaged    of  ncgociating   a  loan, 
and  introducing  new*  taxes  to  pay 
the  intereli  of  that  loan  in  a  year  ot 
peace.     He  had  however  one  con- 
solation in  thefe  circutnltances,  ;hat 
he  found  the  undelirable  necvtlity 
created  to  his  hands  and  was  not 
the  author  of  it.    it  was  nor  •  cr- 
mitted  him  to  decline  from  motives 
of  perlbnal  fecuriiy  the  ir^iome 
b  a  fin  el's  of  winding  up  rhe  account 
of  ihe  war,  ami  endeavouring  <o  re- 
inftatc  the  profpsrity  of  the  finan- 
ces of  Britain     He  faid,  he  had 
acted  through  the  whole  affair  up- 
on i he  principles  he  had  always 
profefled,  and  he  aliined  the  houfe 
'That  nor  one  Hulling  ( f  the  loan 
•was  refc  ved  by  him.    The  inde- 
pendent and  impartial  conduct  of 
Mr.   Pitt    in    this  inuance  was 
thought   enticled    10  conliderable 
commendation. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  opera- 
tion of  finance,  which  prefled  upon 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
the  prefent  vcar.  His  attention 
was  next  claimed  by  the  unfunded 
debt,  the  amount  ot  which  in  navy 
bills  was  i  3,000,000!.  and  in  ord- 
sancc  debentures  i  ,ooc,oocl.  more. 
Mr.  Pitt  obferved  that  he  hao  been 
defirous  of  funding  the  whole  of 
this  fum  immediately,  but  that  he 
had  found  that  fuch  a  proceeding 
would  h  »vc  materially  affected  the 
price  of  Oock  and  enhanced  the  terms 
of  the  loan.  He  had  therefore 
been  obliged  to  compound  the  bu- 
finefs,  and  to  content  himfelf  to 
fund  no  more  for  the  prefent 
th:«n  6,600, oool.  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion  that  a  four  per 
cent,  flock  was  better  for  the 
country  than  a  three  per  cent, 
■and  a  five  per  cent,  better  than 
a  four  per  cent.    The  ground  of 
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his  opinion  was,  that  in  all  our 
operations  of  tinance  we  o.  ght  to 
have  in  view  a  plan  of  coemp- 
tion. Gradually  to  redeem  and  ex* 
tin^uilh  oar  debi,  would  ev-  r  be  the 
purluit  ot  a  wile  and  well  regulated 
gav.rnmcm  ;  and  the  public  ought 
upon  no  account  to  be  taught  to 
look  upon  thjs  as  a  chimerical  idea. 
A  hi-.jh  rate  ot  inte  eit  however 
was  a  thing  little  relimed,  and  he 
had  been  informed  by  the  money 
lender,  that  it  would  be  imprac- 
ticable to  nrjrociate  the  loan  and 
fettle  the  exiting  debt  upon  thefe 
terms.  Reduced  to  an  election  in 
the  bufinefs,  he  had  preferred  an 
intcrcit  01  live  per  cent  for  rhc 
new  fund  rather  than  tor  the  loan. 
The  former  was  un  uubtedly  a 
matter  of  experiment ;  the  holder* 
of  the  bills  vsvi\  already  committed 
with  the  public,  and  a  failure  in 
this  inflancc  would  be  lefs  ma- 
terial than  in  the  fuhfeription  for 
the  loan,  i  he  objection  of  the 
Hock  holders  to  the  idea  of  redemp- 
tion hepropofed  to  obviate  by  mak- 
ing the  fund  irredeemable  for 
thirty  years,  or  till  2c,ooo,ocol. 
of  the  exifting  funds  Uiould  be  ex- 
tinguished. A  five  per  cent,  fund, 
eftimating  it  at  the  prefent  rate  of 
the  feveral  flocks,  ought  to  be  ta- 
ken at  ninety-five.  He  however 
conceived  that  we  might  permit  it 
to  be  taken  at  two  per  cent,  lower, 
and  ltill  make  an  advantageous 
bargain  for  the  public  ;  and'  this 
was  the  price  at  which  he  propofed 
to  elHmate  it. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
next  proceeded  to  the  lubjeci  ot  the 
taxes.  The  annuity  on  the  loan 
would  be  315,000).  the  interclt  of 
the  new  fund  would  be  fome  thing 
more  than  this,  lie  propofed  to 
provide  for  the  interclt  at  four  per 
Ccpt.  of  the  remainder  of  the  out> 
(landing  debt ;  fo  that  in  a  future 
4  feffion, 
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feifioh,  when  a  fund  was  to  be  ercifeable  commodities,  from  out 
provided  for  this  fum,  nothing  far-  pound  to  fifty  pounds.  The  pro- 
ther  would  be  wanted  than  the  duce  of  this  tax  would  be  8o,oool. 
difference  between  four  per  cent.  Bricks  and  tiles,  the  former  at  two 
and  the  terms  which  it  might  be  (hillings  and  fix  pence  per  thoufand, 
judged  neceflary  to  give  to  the  fub-  were  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  the 
{bribers.  Ha  had  therefore  to  pro-  fourcc  of  a  new  duty,  which  he 
vide  an  annual  produce  of  about  eftimated  at  co,oocl.  A  farther 
9io,oool.  The  firft  tar  he  fug-  object,  of  taxation  was  that  of  qua- 
gelled  for  this  purpofe,  was  a  tax  lifications  for  lhooting,  and  depu- 
of  fix  pence  and  two  millings  upon  tations  from  lords  of  manors,  at 
feats.  This  Mr.  Pitt  took  at  one  guinea  each.  The  fum  pro* 
r<o,oool.  His  next  object  of  tax-  duced  would  be  30,000!.  An  ad- 
ation  was  ribbons  and  gauzes  ;  ditional  tax  upon  paper  was  taken 
ribbons  from  one  penny  for  every  at  i8,oool.  And  the  catalogue  was 
twelve  yards  to  one  penny  per  concluded  with  a  tax  upon  hackney 
yard.  The  eftimate  of  this  tax  coaches  of  five  (hillings  per  week, 
amounted  to  120,0001  The  third  which  would  produce  the  fum  of 
article  mentioned  by  the  chancel-  t2,oool.  to  the  public, 
lor  of  the  exchequer  was  coals.  Mr.  Fox  treated  the  fubject  of 
The  laft  duty  impofed  upon  all  finance,  which  had  juft  been 
coals  imported  into  the  port  of  opened  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
London,  was  a  duty  of  three  flu  I-  exchequer,  with  great  liberality  and 
lings  per  chaldron.  This  had  candour.  He  commended  the  terms 
originally  been  impofed  to  raife  a  upon  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  the 
fund  for  the  building  of  churches  loan,  becaufe  he  had  got' the  mo- 
in  the  city.  Mr.  Pitt  propofed  to  ney  for  the  public  upon  the  beft 
make  it  univerfal.  At  the  fame  terms  he  could  obtain,  without  in- 
time  he  intended  to  provide  an  ex-  dulging  in  the  confederation,  whe- 
emption  in  favour  of  certain  ma-  ther  this  or  that  particular  fund  were 
nutacturers,  and  he  calculated  the  moll  capable  of  redemption.  This 
tax  at  igojoool.  The  next  fub-  was  the  principle  that  had  been 
jc<5t  of  his  propofed  taxes,  was  adopted  by  the  preceding  adminift- 
fuch  horfes  as  werenot  employed  in  ration.  He  gave  him  great  praife 
agriculture  or  other  labour.  The  tax  and  afcribed  to  him  infinite  merit 
was  to  be  ten  (hillings  per  head,  ana1  for  having  brought  forward  fo 
the  amount  was  taken  at  ioc,ocol.  much  of  the  unfunded  debt.  He 
Printed  linens  and  calicoes  were  faid,  he  might  probably  difcufc 
propofed  to  be  fubjected  to  an  addi-  the  taxes  more  minutely  in  fome 
tional  duty  of  about  ten  per  cent ;  future  ftage  of  the  bunnefs,  but 
and  the  amount  of  this  tax  would  he  felt  himfelf  much  retrained 
be  I20,oool.  Candles,  an  article  upon  that  luhject  from  the  ideas  he 
which  had  not  been  touched  lince  enterraincd  of  the  lituation  and 
the  reign  nf  queen  Anne,  were  to  exigencies  of  the  country.  He 
pay  an  additional  duty  of  one  halt-  obferved,  that  moll  of  them  were 
penny  per  pound,  and  this  would  upon  the  immediate  ncccfiarics  of 
produce  too, rod.  Another  object  life,  and  added,  that  he  hoped  this 
of  taxation  brought  forward  by  would  convince  gentlemen,  that  the 
-the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  poiture  of  affairs  was  fuch,  as  re* 
licences  to  pcrfons  dealing  in  quired  bold  and  effectual  raeafure* 
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to  retrieve  it,  and  induce  them  to 
unite  in  fupporting  the  miniticr  in 
carrying  into  effect  the  burthens  it 
might  be  necc/Iacy  to  imp  >fe. 

The  project  or  Mr.  Pitt  upon 
the  fubject  of  the  navy  bills  did 
not  perfe<ftly  meet  the  concurrence 
of  the  holders  of  /hofe  bills.  They 
were  dinar  is  tied  with  the  price  at 
which  the  flock  was  taken,  which 
according  to  them,  ought  to  have 
been  ninety -one  and  not  ninety- 
three.  Mr.  Pitt  had  at  the  fame  time 
diltributed  the   bill  holders  into 
chines,  in  order  that  thofc  perfons 
who  had  advanced  their  money 
earlielt  mi^ht  be  fir  ft  ccuilidcred  in 
payment.    The   bills   to   be  dis- 
charged had  been  iffucd  from  June 
1781,  to  June  1782.    Thcv  were 
diltributed   into   tUffcs   of  three 
months  each.    The  thlt  clafs  Mr. 
Pitt  propofed  to  difchar«e  at  par, 
and  the  other  clafles  fublc^l  to  a 
difcount  adequate  to  that  to  which 
they  would  be  liable  in  the  mar- 
kets.    This  principle  of  difcount 
formed  a  fecond  head  in  the  com- 
plaints of  the  bill  holders. 

To  meet  in  fome  meafurc  the 
ideas  of  the  public  creditors,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  new 
modelled  the  refolutions,  in  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  of  the 
30th  of  July,  fo  as  confiderably  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  the  difcount. 
The  bill  holders  were  not  yet  fa- 
tisfied.  A  petition  was  prefented 
from  them  by  Mr.  Henry  Thorn- 
ton, on  the  3d  of  Augult,  praying 
for  farther  relief.  The  l'ubjcct  of  the 
petition  was  taken  up  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  6th  in  flan  t.  Upon 
this  occafion  it  was  afferted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  that  the  fcheme  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  aimed  a 
blow  at  the  public  faith  of  the 
country.  Jt  had  uniformly  been 
the  practice  in  preceding  indames 
for  thofc  perfons,  who  rcfuftd  the 
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offers  made  them  bv  government,  to 
be  paid  off  at  par  in  the  fubfequent 
year.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe 
the  offers  were  not  inducements 
but  compulfions,  and  no  option 
was  admitted.  He  remarked  in 
particular,  that  to  pay  off  thofc 
firlt,  who  having  only  a  pofterior  title 
to  paymenr,  might  be  induced  to 
clofe  with  the  terms,  was  to  impeach 
the  taith  of  parliament  and  effen- 
tally  to  injure  the  national  credit. 
Mr.  I-Iamct,  who  had  been  particu- 
larly active  in  the  butinefs,  though, 
as  he  allured  the  houfc,from  motives 
perfectly  difiutereftcd,  carrtcftly 
preflcd  the  miniilcr  to  concede  the 
bulmefs ;  lincc  the  part  he  was  tak- 
ing, however  well  defigncd,  was 
evidently  injuring  and  undermining 
that  popularity,  by  which  he  was 
i'o  eminently  dLiinguifhed,  and 
which  was  lb  cflential  to  the  na- 
tional welfare.  Mr.  HufTey  joined 
in  the  fame  rec  m  rendation,  re- 
marking, that  upon  his  calculation 
the  difference  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  ;ccl.  per  annum,  which 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  inducement  with  the  miniilcr 
for  which  to  rilk  the  national  cre- 
dit. Mr.  Pitt  at  length  declared 
himfelf  ready  to  concede  the  point 
of  the  difcount.  Coniidcring  the 
extreme  delicacy  of  the  fubj«r>9 
confidcriug  the  tranfeendent  im- 
portance of  public  credit,  he 
fliould  think  it  wife  to  facrifice 
to  men's  prejudices  and  caprices 
however  ill-four.dsd.  He  was  him- 
frlf  a9  much  fatisficd  as  ever,  that 
the  meafurc  he  had  propofed,  was 
dictated  by  propriety  and  jutfice, 
and  was  that  fpecics  of  conduct, 
equally  partaking  of  vigour  and 
(Economy,  which  the  fituation  of  the 
country  dcnv.nded.  The  money 
•  about  to  be  given  away  by  aban- 
doning tnc  difcount s,  would  be  near 
JcOfOOcL   If  the  houfc  thought  it 
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right  to  rcfign  this  fum,  he  wo^uid 
not  oppofe  them.  But  he  hoped  it 
was  to  be  undcrttood,  that  the  reft 
of  his  plan  was  ro  remain  un- 
touched. It  was  obferved  by  Mr. 
Hufley,  that,  while  the  mmitlcr 
was  thus  penurious  in  a  buiineis 
that  directly  ftruck  at  public  credit, 
he  had  been  equally  prodigal  in 
allowing  an  intcreit  or*  four  per 
cent,  upon  the  debentures  of  the 
ordnance,  which,  in  no  former  in- 
stance, had  borne  any  interell  at 
all.  Mr.  Rofe  defended  the  mea- 
fure,  on  the  foot  of  the  consider- 
able time,  that  had  elapfed 
fince  the  commencement  of  many 
of  the  debentures.  He  was  an- 
fvvcred  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  u  ho  ob- 
served, that  th-  perfons  comrucring 
with  the  board  of  ordnance,  h  id 
always  demanded  an  additional 
price  lor  their  commodities,  in  lieu 
of  the  intcreft  alkmcd  upon  nuvy 
.bills. 

That  article  in  the  min'fler's  lilt 
of  taxes,  which  experienced  the 
molt  vigorous  opposition,  was  the 
duty  upon  coals.  It  was  exprc:'sly 
cxccpicd  t«>  by  fir  John  Wiot- 
telly  member  for  StafVordihirc,  Mr. 
Stanley  for  Lancafl»iic,  lir  \\  illiam 
Mu'.tf-  orth  for  Co  nsul,  fir  V  il- 
liam  Cunningham  for  Linlltb^ow- 
fliiie,  lir  Matthew  White  kidlcy 
for  NcwcaiUc,  Mr.  Walter  Stan- 
hope for  Hull,  and  the  carl  of 
Surrey  for  Carlillc.  It  w.ts  alfo 
undcrttood  to  have  been  regarded 
in  a  very  •  •ffenfive  light  by  the  carl 
of  Lonfdale.  The  objection,  upon 
which  the  principal  tirefs  fcems  to 
have  been  bid,  was  the  imprati- 
caMlity  of  p  ov'iding  fuch  exemp- 
tions in  favour  ot  manufactures, 
as  mould  prevent  nvmy  of  them 
from  being  ruined.  Tnc  tax  was 
at  length  on  the  ;th  of  July  with- 
drawn by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer*   liis  opinion  rcfpeciing 


it  remained  unaltered  ;  but  front 
the  information  he  had  been  able 
to  collect,  the  minds  of  men  were 
lb  -.idvcrfc  to  the  meafurc,  and  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  guard  it  with 
fuch  an  infinite  variety  if  exceptions 
and  regulations,  that  he  thought  it 
more  expedient  to  abandon  the  tax, 
than  vainly  to  expect  amidlt  the 
multitude  of  important  fubje,cts  that 
called  for  his  attention,  to  be 
able  to  prepare  a  bill  properly  mo- 
dified in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcut 
fdlron. 

On  the  23d  of  Ju'Iyj  the  houfe 
being  in  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer 1  atcd  the  new  taxes,  which 
he  would  be  obliged  to  fubuitutc  in 
the  room  of  thofc  that  were  dif- 
charged.    The  amount  of  the  coal- 
tax  lt  d  been  taken  at  150,000!; 
the  licences  for  hop-planting,  wheti 
were  alio  g'r.en  up,  would  create 
a  deficiency  of  ^cccl  ;  and  there 
would  be  a  defalcation  in  the  pro- 
duce of  federal  other  taxes,  in  con- 
fequi  nee  of  the  modification  they 
had  undergone.   The  chano  lior  of 
the  exchequer  propnfed  to  brin£ 
forward  new  duties  to  the  amount 
of  :<x>,cool.    The  firlt  ob  eft  fc- 
Icctcd  tor  this   purpofc  was  .the 
poll -of;  ce.    An  addition  was  made 
10  the  pod  age  of  letters  j  and  cer- 
tain regulations  were  introduced 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  franking,  the 
whole  of  which  was  cfimatcd  at 
I  20,oocl.    The  next  fubl'ituic  was 
a  variation  in  the  article  of  qualifi- 
cations and  deputations,  which  was 
taken  at  f,oool.    'I  he  tax  upon 
gold  and  filvcr  plate,  of  which  ati 
experiment  had  been  made  in  two 
former  iniiances,  ami  which  had 
been  abandoned,  Air,  Pitt  propofed 
to  revive.    It  had  town  rly  been 
collected,  either  by  the  individual's 
entering  his  plate  in  the  ofttcc  of 
excife,  or  up  n  the  ftock  in  trade 
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of  the  goldfmith.    It  was  now  pro-  jeered  to  by  lord  Mahon  and  fir 

pofed  to  be  collected  in  the  alTay,  Richard  Hill,  the  latter  of  whom 

at  which  time  it  was  to  receive  a  qualified  his  opposition  with  the 

particular  flamp.    The  tax  was  to  mod  extraordinary  compliments  to 

be  fix  pence  per  ounce  upon  lilvcr  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 

plate,  and  eight  (hillings  per  ounce  The  tax  upon  linens  and  cahcoea 

upon  gold  plate,  and  the  whole  were  rtrcngly  excepted  to  by  Mr. 

was  computed  at  25,000!.    Ten  Demp«*:er,  Mr.  Hay  Campbel  lord 

millings  and  fix  pence  additional  advocate  of  Scotland,  fir  William 

duty  was  to  be  impofed  upon  ale  Cunningham,   Mr.  Stanley  and 

licences,  and  twenty  (hillings  per  others,  on  the  part  of  the  manu- 

hundred  weight  upon  the  export  of  facturcrs     Upon  this  quctfion  the 

lead.    Thefe  would  produce,  the  houfe  divided,  ayes  66,  noes  14, 

nrft  30,0001,  and  the  ft  cond  1 5,0001.  Majority  52. 

Upon  the  queflion  of  qualifica-  Mr.  Pitt  having  given  ootice 

tions,   a  converfation  took  place  upon  the  day  on  which  he  opened 

upon  the  fubject  of  the  gafne  laws,  the  budget,  that  there  was  an  ar- 

which  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Sheridan  rear  upon   the  civil  liir,  which 

agreed  to  condemn.    Mr.  Sheridan  would  in  the  courfe  of  tf  e  felfion 

gave  notice,  that  as  foon  as  the  bu-  be  fubmittcd  to  the  confederation 

fmefs  of  the  day  was  concluded,  of  parliament,  Mr.  Fox  exprcifed 

he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  himfelf  a  little  furprifed  at  the  in* 

in  a  bill  for  their  repeal,  but  was  tclligertce,  as  he  had  underftood 

perfuaded  to  relinquim  his  inten-  from  the  board  of  treafury,  with 

tion,  on  account  ot  the  advanced  which  he  might  be  fuppofed  to 

Hate  of  the  feflion.  have  had  the  grcatcft  connexion, 

On  the  28th  of  July,  the  refo-  that  the  civil  lirt  had  been  kept 

lution  for  impofing  certain  duties  within  abounds  during  the  late  ad* 

on  ribbons  and  gauzes  was  alfodif-  minillration.    To  refute  this  afler- 

charged,  and  Mr.  Pitt  fubfiitutcd  tion,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 

in  their  room  a  duty  of  three  fliil-  quer  took  ovcafion,  on  the  aid  of 

lings  jper  pound  upon  the  import  of  July,  when  the  royal  meflage  to 

raw  hlk,  and  two  (hillings   per  both  houfes  was  referred  to  the 

pound  upon  the  import  of  thrown  committee  of  fupply,  to  lay  upon 

filk.  the  table  an  account  of  the  charge 

Some  inconfiderable  alterations  for  the  year  which  M  as  jufr  expired, 
were  made  in  the  other  taxes  which  diftinguifliing  the  expence  in  each 
had  been  propofed  for  the  prcfeat  quarrcr,  together  with  the  difler- 
year.  The  duty  on  candles  was  ence  between  the  eftimated-annual 
particularly  animadverted  on ;  and  charge  of  the  cj%il  litt,  and  the  ex- 
it was  remarked,  that  while  fuch  pence  of  the  above  period.  Hft 
taxes  as  affected  confiderable  bo*  obferved,  that  from  this  paper  it 
dies  of  men,  or  great  landed  pro-  would  appear,  that  the  principal 
prietors,  were  withdrawn,  that,  part  of  the  arrear  incurred,  belong- 
which  fell  exclufively  upon  the  ed  to  that  very  board  of  treafurf 
poor,  who  had  no  advocate,  was  which  Mr.  Fox  had  rifen  to  de- 
continued  without  melioration;  an,d  tend* .  He  concluded  with  moving, 
admitted  of  no  tedrefs.  The  tax  "  fhat  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
upon  bricks  was  particularly  ob-  ,00 '  !•  be  £1  anted  to  his  majefly, 
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to  enable  liiin  to  difcharge  the  debt 
Lontr.i'  t^d  on  tin:  *. i vil  lift,  and  to 
defray  iis  farther  expences." 

The  alierthm?  of  Mr.  Pitt,  nnd 
the  accuracy  of  the  account  he  had 
prcien  ed,  were  controverted  by 
Mr.  Sheridan.  In  order  the  more 
explicitly  to  elucidate  the  fubjert, 
the  houfe  was  moved,  on  the  1 6th 
of  Aut»iirt,  by  this  latter  gentle- 
man, for  levetal  papers,  from  which 
he  conceived  he  lb  mid  be  able  to 
pefutc  the  lUtemcnts  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer.  When 
the  papers  were  upon  the  table, 
M' .  S: .eridan,  in  purfuit  of  his  fo«- 
mer  argument,  pointed  out  an  omif- 
lion  oi  no  lefs  than  eighty  places, 
the  falaries  of  which  amounted  to 
it,  ecl,  in  the  cltimarcd  charge. 
Excluiivc  of  this  glarin  :  error,  the 
paper  itfclf  was  extremely  dclulive, 
lince  it  only  t.  mpared  the  actual 
charges  againl!  the  four  quartets  of 
receipt,  without  taking  into  cor.li- 
deration  the  fu.  pifiUil  places,  ihc 
imp'.c't  of  t'  e  i  ;J;oHi:r,  r.m!  the 
faviu-j-,  in  r i •  c  il'vcrr.l  o;!Iees.  From 
u  iutement  of  thcle  articles,  toge- 
ther with  tVe  error  of  i  i,oocl, TV1  r. 
Sheridan  adduced,  that  there  hud 
been  no  -..rrear  upon  the  two  fir  it 
qu;:rrcri,  :uul  that  upon  the  1;:^ 
quarter  of  ?L  late,  together  \viH» 
the  fun  (;v  jrVt  of  the  prefent  ad- 
tnintttiation,  the  srrcar  Had  amount- 
ed to  r.o  nn. re  than  16.  ocl.  He 
ohferved,  that  th;s  deb*  accrued 
Ijviu  a  o: ounuance  a'/ainit  which 
it  v'iis  in-.polViUe  to  provide,  lir.ee 
many  of  the  demands  came  in  after 
'  the  quartet*  accounts  were  refpoc- 
tnilymadc  up,  from  abroad,  and 
fome  of  thtm  from  fo  diftart  n 
Quarter  as  the  V;i\\  Indies.  Mr. 
Sheridan  concluded  with  moving- 
two  reJblutif  ns,  one  for  a  more  ac- 
curate cliiinateof  the  cxpcndituic, 
the  other,  to  enforce  the  provifion 


S  H  AND 

of  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  by  which 
a  Complete  and  accurate  account 
of  the  entire  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  civil  lill  for  the 
part  year,  was  ordered  to  be  an- 
nually laid  before  that  houtc. 
Mr.  Fox  feconded  the  motions. 
Me  acknowledged  that  there  was 
probably  no  imputation  afcribablc 
to  any  pcrfon,  and  declared  that  he 
Hill  thought,  -as  he  had  done  the 
lali  year,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
civil  lift;  ought  to  be  augmented. 
He  added,  that  the  pn  fent  admi- 
nistration would,  in  his  opinion, 
have  done  better,  in  bringing  a  bill 
to  explain  and  amend  Mr.  Burke's 
bill,  with  a  view  to  the  propefmg 
a  permanent  augmentation.  Thr 
author  of  the  bill  evprellld  himfelf 
conudcrably  difpleafed,  and  ob- 
ferved  it  as  a  feature  in  the  prefent 
administration,  thatthrv  fuperfeded 
an  e\prefs  act  of  parliament,  and 
came  dou  n*to  the  houfe  lor  monev 
to  pay  the  civil  lilt,  in  defiance  of 
legal  authority,  and  the  confsitu- 
tion  of  Britain. 

Mr.  Role  moved  the  qucftion  of 
adjournment  upon  Mr.  Sheridan's 
resolutions.  The  tcnour  of  the  firft 
of  them  would  be  obeyed  as  a  thing 
of  courfe,  without  the  formality 
of  a  rcfolution  upon  the  fubjed  ; 
a*nd  ns  to  the  latter,  a  compliance 
was  actually  impoilible,  for  want 
of  adminili ration's  being  able  10 
come  at  a  knowledge  of  the  fees, 
.Mr.  Steele,  fecretary  to  the  trea- 
fury  together  with  Mr.  Rofe, 
feconded  the  motion,  and  endea- 
voured to  invalidate  a  part  of 
Mr.  Sheridan's  arguments,  and  to 
prove  that  only  14,0001.  were  to 
be  deducted  from  the  exceed* 
ing  of  44,oocl.  in  order  to  give 
the  aelual  arrear.  The  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  obfcrvc4v 
that,  had  Mr.  Fox.  had  the  gooi . 

nef* 
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nefs  to  acV  now  lege  on  a  former 
day,  that  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  imputation  due  to  the 
prefent  miniury,  the  trouble  which 
had  been  crimen  to  the  houfc 
would  have  been  totally  unnccef- 
fary.  With  refpeet  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  brought  for.vard 
the  bulincfs,  he  declared  it  was  for 
the  c4i»dour  of  that  houle  and  the 
public  to  decide,  whether  he  had 
aded  wifely,  in  alking  for  a  futfici- 
ent  fum  to  enable  the  civil  lilt  to  go 
on  tilWhe  end  of  two  years,  from 
the  commencement  of 'the  debt  al- 
ready incurred,  that  in  the  mean 
rime  an  experiment  mir.ht  be  made, 
if,  by  wife  :  cgulation  and  llritf  ceco- 
nomv,  the  expenditure  could  not 
be  reduced  within  fuch  bounds,  as 
to  render  any  augmentation  unne- 
ceflary. 

On  the  if  th  of  June.  IMr.  alder- 
man Ncwnham  renewed  his  motion 
of  the  la  i  t  lemon  for  the  repeal  of 
the  receipt  tax.  Many  gentlemen, 
and  among  others  Mr.  Macnamara 
and  lir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
fupportcd  the  motion  upon  the 
ground  of  their  being  inltructed  for 
that  purp  )fe  by  their  conliitutrnts. 
.cir  Matthew  added,  rhat  he  felt  a 
perfona!  avciiion  to  the  tax,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fare  it  had  drawn  on 
the  nobleman  who  had  fuggeited  it 
to  the  houle.  The  public  too, 
though  innocent,  was  treated  as  an 
acccflary,  ;,n<l  involved  in  the  pu- 
nifhment,  fnce  they  Jiad  thus  been 
deprived  of  the  fcrfice  or  as  able 
and  as  upright  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, as  had  ever  fat  within  thofc 
walls.  Mr.  Pitt  pleaded  the  caufe 
of  the  tax,  which  now  produced 
more  than  ioo,oocl.  per  annum, 
and  refpccling  which  he  had  no 
doubt  but  it  would  increafe,  and 
become  a  dill  greater  object  than  it 
was  already.    Mr,  Huffey  was  ft  11 


more  fanguinc  in  his  expectations. 
I  he  motion  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  89. 

On  the  2^dof  June.  Air.  Demp- 
fter  drew  the  attention  of  the  hout'e 
of  commons  to  the  geiycral  Jlaic  of 
our  finances.  L'c  observed  upon 
the  enorin  us  amount  o»  the  na- 
tional debt.  1  ciitr.il'ed  the  re- 
venues and  dillurlVments  of  go- 
vernment, and  i l : f r  1  c*i  from  the 
whole,  that  the  linUivv  fund  was  al- 
readv  virtually  :ib  orbed,  and  that 

*  v  * 

8o,oool.  would  remain  to  be  pro- 
vided annually.  1  rom  thefe  ob- 
fervations  he  proceeded  to  dikufs  * 
th-  calculations  of  l«r.  Price,  ba- 
ron Mafeies  an  1  Mr.  hinela.r,  re- 
flecting the  e-i'nffionof  the  na- 
tional debt.  Me  f;ud  that  commif- 
fioncrs  ought  to  be  fpeedily  ap- 
poit  fed  to  encjuire  in.o,  and  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  pi  n  for  this  pur- 
polc  ;  and  added,  that,  it  no  mi- 
ni' er  in  th**  courfeof  the  ncM  lef- 
h«  n  would  undertake  the  bu  fine  is, 
insignificant  :is  he  was,  he  would 
move  for  fuch  a  committee.  In 
our  prefent  lituation  there  was  no 
fourcc  of  wealth,  no  fubject  of  na- 
tion::! melioration  and  improvement 
that  ought  to  l.c  neghvfed.  In  hU 
opinion  the  advantages  ol  Scot- 
land, for  the  creation  of  the  mod 
exteniive  and  important  fiiherus, 
were  fuch  as  defer  ve  J  every  kind  of 
co-operation  and  favour.  In  con- 
nexion with  this  fubjec't,  he  anim- 
adverted upon  the  complicated  and 
abfurd  nature  of  the  cuitom  houle 
regulations.  He  concluded  w:th 
moving,  **  Thar  a  committee  bi  ap- 
pojntcd  to  enquire  i-  to  the  tfatc  of 
the  Bri  ith  fiiheries,  n avi{> -ation,  and 
commerce,  and  the  mot  I  eiiccfual 
means  for  their  cvtentiou  at.d  im- 
provement." 

The  chancellor  of  the  CM-hciucr 
followed  ;>ir.  nempttcr.    He  g.:ve 
J-  2  his 
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his  root  hearty  niTent  to  the  difinr 
yretcd  motives  claimed  by  th  «t 
gentleman,  and  thanked  hnn  for 
themanner  in  which  he  h:id  brought 
the  fubje^t  under  public  diicurlroii. 
He  objected  to  his  reprefentation  of 
jhe  liate  of  the  finking  fund,  and 
thought  it  nc^eflary  to  obferve, 
that  that  branch  of  the  revenue 
had  been  uninterm  ttedly  improv- 
ing and  increafing,  left  an  idea 
Ihould  go  abroad  that  our  lituation 
was  worl'c  than  it  really  was.  He 
added,  that  the  burthens  upon  com- 
merce from  cullom-houfe  regula- 
tions, had  been  long  under  conii- 
deration,  and  the  enquir  es  refpe^t- 
ing  them  nearly  completed  ;  and 
for  thefe  and  other  rcaluns,  rccom- 
mended  the  fcleftion  of  the  uTn- 
cries  as  the  immediate  fub;eit  of 
the  prcient  enquiry.  Mr.  Demp- 
fter  adopted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Pitt.  [\  ith  the  fame  view  that  he 
had  made  the  preceding  motion, 
this  venerable  character  proceeded, 
on  the  3d  of  Auguil,  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  allow 
tenants  and  fubenants,  employed 
in  the  filheries  of  Great  Britain,  to 
commrtc  for  money  the  perfonal 
lefviccs  which  they  were  bound  to 
perform  to  their  landlords.  The 
defign  of  the  motion  was  merely  to 
bring  the  fubject  under  the  confi- 
tlcratiou  of  the  public  ;  and,  in  cafe 
it  met  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
jpartics  concerned,  to  relume  and 
carry  it  into  execution  in  the  enfu- 
jng  feffion. 

The  lalt  meafurc  of  considerable 
eonfequeiKC  that  occupied  (he  sus- 
tention qf  the  piefcnt  feflion,  was 
a  meafurc  of  comprehenftvc  policy 
nnd  veneral  juftice,  the  reftoration 
of  the  eftutes  confifcated  to  the 
crown  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
upon  the  termination  of  the  rebellion 
of  1745.    The  buGncfc  \?as  moved, 


on  the  fame  day  with  the  bill  of  Mr. 
Dempfter,  by  Mr.  Henry  Dundas, 
and  ieconded  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  The  meafure  indeed 
had  been  long  in  contemplation.  It 
had  been  countenanced  by  lord 
North,  when  at  the  head  of  admi- 
niftration,  though  from  fomc  un? 
toward  cijcumlinnces  it  had  not  been 
fubmitted  to  parliament  during  that 
term  ;  and  the  miniftry  of  the  duke 
of  Portland  had  actually  intended 
to  bring  forward  a  limilar  propolition, 
Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  the 
principle  of  the  intended  bill  was  fo 
juir,  fo  liberal,  and  fo  worthy  qf 
the  generofity  of  parliament,  that 
he  could  couccive  of  no  other  ob- 
jection that  could  porfibly  be  made, 
but  that  of  the  very  advanced  period 
of  the  fetiion.  The  principle  how- 
ever w.'s  fo  Ample  and  uncompli- 
cated, that,  in  his  opinion,  it  de- 
manded no  .difcuffion,  and  needed 
only  to  \x  mentioned  in  order  to  its 
being  approved.  Its  juftice  feemed 
to  have  been  firil  recognifed  by  the 
late  earl  of  Chatham.  That  illuft- 
rious  llatefman,  above  the  level  of 
illiberal  and  injudicious  prejudices, 
had  drawn  forth  the  Highlanders  ot 
Scotland  from  the  prolcriptidn,  in 
which  it  had  been  thought  neccflary 
to  involve  them  at  the  dole  of  the 
rebellion.  '*  I  cared  not,"  faid  th*t 
nobleman,  defending  the  meafure 
he  had  adopted,  "  whether  a  man 
had  been  rocked  in  a  cradle  on  this 
or  on  the  other  fide  the  Tweed.  I 
fought  only  f<>r  merit,  and  I  found 
it  in  the  moun'ains  of  the  North. 
I  there  found  a  hardy  race  ot  men 
able  to  do  their  country  fervice,  but 
labouring  under  a  profcription.  I 
called  them  forth  to  our  aid,  and 
fent  them  to  fight  our  battles.  They* 
did  not  dif;«ppoint  my  expectations. 
Their  fidelity  can  only  be  equdlcd 
by  their  valour,  and  both  have 

united 
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united  to  fignaliie  their  own  and  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of 
their  country's  renown  all  over  the  the  illand  felt  K  r  their  natural  lords, 
world."    Mr.  Dun  J  is  drew  an  au-  It  was  obvious,  that  a  property, 
fpicious  omen  from  reflecting  that  held  by  others  for  the  benefit  of  the 
the  firft  blow  had  been  given  to  the  public,  was  nrver  fo  well  managed, 
profcription  by  the  carl  of  Chatham,  as  that  which  was  under  the  go- 
Hc  trufted  that  the  remains  of  a  vcrnment  of  its  actual  proprietors, 
fyltem,  which,  whether  dictated  at  The  confifcated  eftates  might  be 
firft  by  narrow  views  or  by  found  diftinguirtied  from  their  neighbour- 
policy,  ought  certainly  to  be  tern-  ing  confines  by  the  almoll  total 
porary,  would  be  completely  anni-  neglect  of  their  cultivation  and  the 
hilated  uuder  the  ad  mini  it  ration  of  general  decreafe  of  their  produce; 
his  fon.  on  the  contrary,  the  perfons  now  to 
He  made  the  panegyric  of  thofe  be  reftored  would  undoubtedly  ren- 
perfons  of  this  defcription  who  had  dcr  the  foil  ns  urodufUvr  and  pro- 
diftinguiflied  thcmfelves  in  the  laft  fitable  as  poiablc  ;   thoufands  of 
war.    He  faid  there  was  not  one  of  additional  highlandcrs  woulJ  be  cm- 
all  thole  families,  in  which  fome  ployed  upon  it ;  the  regiments  about 
pcrfon  had  not  atoned  for  the  crimes  to  be  difbanded,  would  find  em- 
of  his  anceftors,  audfpilt  his  blood  ployment  in  their  native  country; 
in  his  country's  caufc.     And  he  and  the  nation  would  be  rendered 
Would  be  bold  to  aflert,  that  the  profperous  and  h  ippy.  Mr.  D  indas 
fpirir,  which  had  rendered  rhe  inha-  however   did   not  in' an  that  the 
bit  ants  of  the  highlands  difaffe&cd  cflaics   fliould  be  freed  from  the 
to  the  prcfent  govern menr,  had  long  claims  cxifting  againft  them  when 
fincc  difappcared  ;  and  that  the  king  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  govern- 
had  not  at  this  moment  a  fet  of  mcnt.    He  would  not  give  a  pre- 
more  loyal  fobjefts  in  his  dominions,  mium  for  rebellion  ;  and  he  propo- 
He  ftated  to  the  houfe  the  value  of  fed  that  thefe  fams  fliould  be  alTclTed 
ihe  forfeited  ellates.  At  the  expira-  to  the  public.   The  objects  pointed 
tion  of  certain  lcafes  the  rent  roll  out  for  their  application  by  the  bill, 
would  exceed  9000I,  but  they  at  pre-    were  the  reward  of  the  fubordinatc 
lent  produced  nn  more  than  6700I,    officers  concerned  in  the  manage- 
and,  deducting  the  expence  of  ma-    mcnt  of  the  eftates ;  the  completion 
nagement   and  repairs,   the   fum    of  the  repofitory  for  the  records  of 
accruing  to  the  public  did  not  ex-   Scotland,  to  which  1 5, cool,  were 
cecd  4OC0I.  per  annum.  It  would    to  be  appropriated  ;  and  the  carry- 
be  generous  in  parliament  to  reftorc    ing  on  of  the  canal  from  fea  to  fea, 
this  fum  to  its  original  proprietors,    fio'u  the  Firth  of  Forth  to  the  Firth 
It  would  be  magnanimity  to  treat    of  Clyde,  which  was  the  deflination 
rhem  like  true  and  faithful'  fubjc&s,    of  50,000!. 

and  cancel  for  ever  the  offences  of  The  meafure  was  Supported  by 
their  anceftors.  Nor  would  the  li-  the  lord  advocate,  lord  Frederic 
bcrality  of  the  proceeding  be  greater  Campbel,  lir  William  Cunningham 
than  its  policy.  The  fpirit  of  cmi-  and  Mr. Dempiier.  Mr.  Fox  remark- 
gration  in  the  highlands  was  fuch,  ed,thathefaw norea-fonforthccxclu-  , 
that  nothing  could  cxtinguifli  it  but  fion  of  the  defcendantsof  the  Englith 
the  return  of  their  long  loft  patrons,  rebels  from  the  benefits  of  the  pre- 
and  the  affection  and  reverence,    fent  bill.   He  particularly  recom- 

mended 
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mended  to  parliament  the  cafe  of  his 
I elation,  the  ow»l  of  Ntwbutgh. 
He  was  awfare>  that  there  w:u  foine 
difficulty  in  the  cafe,  as  the:  cliate 
had  been  appropriated  to  the  luppo>t 
of  Greenwich  hofpiial.  He  v.id  not 
expe&  that  any  thing  would  he  done 
for  lord  Ncwbutgh  this  feflion,  but 
he  hoped  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer would  turn  it  in  his  mind, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  pnpofc  fomuhiug 
vp>n  the  fubjeft  next  yejr. 

in  the  houfe  of  lords  the  bill 
enc.iuntered  the  oppofition  of  lord 
Thurlow.  His  puncipal  objection 
was  the  latcnefs  of  the  (cfiion,  and 
be  obferved  that  he  had  not  heard 
of  the  bill  till  it  had  been  read  a 
firfl  time  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
He  was  difpleafed  with  the  form  of 
its  introduction.  Meafurcs  of  re- 
mifiion  and  lenity  ought  to  originate 
with  the  fovercign,  and  from  him 
to  be  communicated  to  the  lords, 
prcvioufly  to  their  being  brought 
into  the  houfe.  of  commons.  He 
would  then  have  had  a  chance  to 
have  heard  of  the  bill  before  it  was 
propofed  in  parliament.  It  con  filled, 
lord  Thurlow  faid,  of  two  propoli- 
tious,  the  one  a  repeal,  the  other  an 
appropriation  of  nimcy.  The  ft  r- 
Vices  of  the  perfons  in  quellion, 
ought  tn  be  proved  otherwife  to  the 
houfe  tban  by  general  allertions. 
He  would  not  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  give  ear  to  n.mour,  but 
was  it  certain  that  all  of  them  hid 
refidcd  in  this  country  and  waited 
the  opportunity  of  fervice  ?  H*d 
none  <>t  them  followed  the  fortunes 
of  their  pretended  prince,  and  fled 
with  him  whofc  c«iufc  they  had 
affeclcd  to  fcrve  ?  He  re  narked, 
that  a  peifon  forfeited  in  169c,  was 
included  in  the  provifions  of  the 
hill,  and  alked  why  thole  of  1715 
were  palled  over  in  ftlence  ?  He 
(aid,  that  it  had  been  the  feukd 
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maxim  of  the  Bririfh  conftirutioo, 
that  treafon  was  a  crime  of  fo  deep 
a  dye,  that  nothing  was  adequate 
to  its  punishment,  but  the  total 
eradication  of  the  person,  the  name 
and  the  family,  out  ot  the  f  >cicty 
which  he  had  atttinp:ed  to  hurt. 
This  was  the  uifdom  of  former 
times.  Hut  it  a  more  enlightened 
age  chofe  to  relax  from  the  eita- 
bliihtd  f'evcrity,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  done  with  gravity  and  deli- 
beration. He  o  jected  to  the  pro- 
vifion  for  the  Scut;ilh  can  <1.  Give 
him  but  a  public  ufe,  and  he  cared 
not  in  what  part  of  the  ilbind  it 
was  iitu  ued  between  Caithncfs  and 
Cornwal  ;  but  he  conlidcred  this 
claufe  as  a  dirtribution  of  private 
accommodation  for  ti  e  benefit  of 
individuals.  He  paiu  lomecotupl'* 
mcnts  to  Mr.  Dund*s,  but  wiihcd 
upun  the  whole  that  the  bill  (hould 
be  deferred  for  the  prefent  ieffiou. 

Lord  Sydney  anfvvered  lord  Thur* 
low.  The  calls  of  ^alcanas  and 
Dunmore  defended  and  applauded 
the  proprietors  of  the  forfeited  cltatcs, 
and  recommended  with  energy  and 
warmth  the  Scottifli  cat  al  to  the 
patronage  of  the  public.  Lord 
Thurlow,  not  contented  with  oppof- 
ing  the  bill  upon  its fecond  reading, 
divided  the  houfe  upon  the  laltday 
of  the  fcilion  ;  contents  7.  not 
contents  4  This  is,  we  believe, 
the  onlv  tnilance  out  of  feveral,  in 
which  this  uouleman,  lincc  his  l.iil 
appointment  to  the  office  of  chan- 
cellor, attempted  without  fuccels 
to  throw  out  :t  hill  that  had  already 
pallid  the  houfe  c  t  commons. 

Ou  the  2Cih  of  Aoguti  the  kin ^ 
put  an  end  to  the  tcllion  by  a  fpcevh 
from  the  thr<  nc.  He  returned  par- 
liament his  wa»melt  tlr.mks  for  their 
zealous  and  diligent  attention  to  the 
public  icrvice.  He  predicted  the 
bappi.tt  effects  trcro  the  bill  for 

the 
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the  betrcr  government  of  Tndia.  He 
aj>phiuticd  the  l  iwrf  they  had  made 
for  the  prefcrvation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  revenue.  He  thanked 
the  commons  for  their  provifion 
lor  the  arrear  of  the  civil  lift.  He 
deplored  the  unavoidable  burthens 
of  the  people.  He  noticed  the  de- 
finitive treaty  with  Holland,  and 
the  pence  concluded  in  Iiwla,  and 
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trufted  that  the  prcfent  tranquility 
would  be  lalling.  He  adverted  to 
the  important  ohjecls  with  refpeel  to 
tr.idc  *nd  comiiieice  yet  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  and  he  trufted  that  luch 
regulations  would  be  framed  upon 
a  full  invcuNgation,  as  might  be 
calculated  to  promote  the  wealth 
and  prof|>crity  of  every  part  of  the 
crrpirc. 
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The  paragraph  beginning  page  ?4,  column  t,  line  7,  is  inferted  by  miftake  in  that 
place,  and  ought  to  appear,  page  17,  column  1,  line  a  7. 

PUBLIC  PAPERS,  page  203,  at  the  bottom,  dele  ««  Ribbons  from  one  penny  for 
every  twelve  yards,  to  one  penny  per  yard,  and  gauzes  from  two  peace  to  four  pence 
per  yard,  120,000!." 

Page  204,  line  8,  for  10,000).  read  40,OOol. 

■  line  18,  infert  i20,oooL 

— — — —  line      for  3,  rc*d  8. 
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PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 

In  the  Year  1784. 

JANUARY.  it.  Lieut.  Kempthorne,  of  his 

majefty's  (hip  the  Amphion,  ar- 

I.  U  EING  New  Year's-day,  the  rived  at  the  Admiralty,  with  dif- 

X3  archbifliops  and  bilhops  had  patches  from  rear-admiral  Uigby, 

the  honour,  according  to  annual  giving  an  account  of  his  having 

cuftom,  of  addrefling  the  king  at  brought  to  in  Portland  Road,  on  his 

his  levee  on  that  occaiion,  when  way  to  Spithead,  having  quitted 

his  roajefty  was  pleafed  to  make  the    American    command.  The 

them  the  following  gracious  an-  troops  which  lately  occupied  New- 

fwer  :  York,  in  confequence  of  the  orders 

44  My  Lords,  of  Sir  tuy  Carleton,  evacuated  that 

«'  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  garrifon  on  the  26th  and  2;thof 

this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs,  and  November  laft,  at  which  time  Gen. 

you  may  always  depend  upon  my  Waftington,  at  the  head  of  a  de- 

warmeft  zeal  for,  and  conftant  pro-  tachmcnt  of  the  American  army, 

te&ion  of  the  Church.  took  pofleflion  of  the  works.  Capt. 

44  I  alfo  return  you  my  thanks  Bazcly  came  home  commander  of 

for  your  congratulations  on  the  the  Amphion,  the  fliip  in  which 

commencement  of  the  new  year:  admiral  Digby  took   his  paffagc. 

the  commencement  of  this  year  The  admiral  arrived  in  town  the 

may  probably  be  the  mod  critical  fame  day. 

and  important  of  any  yet  in  .  the  13.  The  lord  mayor  held  a  ward- 
annals  of  this  country.  It  has,  mote  for  the  election  of  an  alderman 
from  my  acceflion  to  the  throne  ot  for  Queenhithc  ward*  in  the  room 
thefe  realms,  been  my  con  Iran  t  lludy  of  the  late  alderman  Bull.  The 
equally  to  prelei  ve  the  rights,  h-  candidate*  were  G.  Macaulay,  efq, 
berries,  and  happinefs  of  my  people,  of  Chatham-place,  and  Mr.  Bates, 
with  the  prerogatives  and  rights  mailer  of  the  Queen's  arms  tavern, 
which  the  conftitution  hath  intruft-  tl.  PauPs  Church-)  arJ,  on  behalf 
ed  to  me  ;  it  is  my  determined  re-  of  both  whom  a  poll  was  d«  m.mdcd. 
folution  to  pcrfeverc  in  this  con-  14.  Gen.  fir  Guy  Carleton,  late 
duel,  in  which  I  truft  I  may  have  commander  in  chief  at  New- York, 
the  protection  of  the  Almighty,  arrived  in  town  on  Wedncfday. 
and  the  fupport  of  every  honelt  He  came  home  in  the  Ceres  Hoop 
man  in  my  dominions".  of  war,  of  16  guns,  arrived  at  Ply- 
— .  John  Smith,  a  capital  convift  mouth  When  he  failed,  all  tho 
in  Newgate,  for  robbing  Iiaac  Hea-  Britifli  and  Hcfiian  troopr,  with  the 
ton,  efq.  on  the  highway,  near  Edg-  loyalists,  had  left  New- York,  and 
ware  of  a  gold  watch  and  eight  gui-  the  Americans,  with  Gen.  H'nfhing- 
n«as,  hathrecejved  his  majefty's  free  ton  at  their  head,  were  in  peaceable, 
pardon,  pofTelfion  of  that  city. 

(A  i)  Came, 
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—  Came  on  at  the  Eaft-India-      Your  faithful  ci^fens  lately  be- 

houfe,  I  eadenhall-ftreet,  the  ballot  held,  with  infinite  concern,  the  pro- 

for  three  directors  of  the  faid  com-  ^refs  of  a  meafure,  which  equally 

pany's  affair*,  in  the  room  of  Sir  tended  to  encroach  on  the  rights  of 

William  James,    bart.    dcceafcd  ;  your  majefty's  crown,  to  annihilate 

Sir  henry  Fletcher,  bart.  and  Jacob  the  chartered  rightsof  the  Eail  India 

Wilkinfon,  efq.  refigned  :  upon  the  company,  and  to  raifc  a  new  power, 

catting  the    ballot,  the  numbers  unknown  to  this  free  government, 

were,  and  highly  inimical  to  its  fafety. 
r  or  John  Woodhoufe,  efq.       457       As  this  dangerpus  meafure  was 

George  JohnOone,  efq.       391  warmly  fupported by  your  majefty** 

Richard  Atkinfon,  efq        372  late  miniiieis,  we  heartily  rejoice 

Thoma6  Pattlc,  juu.  efq.     262  in  their  difmifiion,  and  humbly  thank 

John  Grant,  efq.  254  your  majetly  for  exerting  yourpce^ 

George  M<  Macau-lay,  efq.  ibi  rogative  in  a  manner  fo  falutaxy  and 

15.  At  the  clofc  of  the  poll  fox  conilkutionaU 

alderman  of  Qu^eciihithe  ward,  in      It  is  impoffible  for  us  to  confider 

the  room  of  Frederick  Bull,  efq.  that  event  without  freuS  admiration 

deceafed,  the  numbers  were,  of  the  conftituti«n  handed  down  by 

For  Jyhu  Bates,  efq.  87  our  anceftors  ;  and  we  truft,  that 

Geo.  3M.  Macaulay,  efq.  49  in  the  well-compounded  legiflation 

—  of  this  kingdom,  there  will  ever  be 

Majority  for  Mr.  Bates,     38  found  fome  branch  ready  to  defend 

16.  '1  he  right  honourable  the  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  pco- 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  fhcriffs,  and  pic,  and  to  prefervc  inviolate  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of  futh  and  honour  of  parliamentary 
London,  waited  upon  his  majefty  engagement*. 

{being  introduced  by  the  earl  of  Sire  !  the  prerogatives  of  your 

Salilburv,  lord  chamberlain  of  his  roajefty*s  high  office  were  annexed 

majefty  s  houfhold)  with  the  fol-  thereto  for  the  good  of  the  people  ; 

lowing  addrefs,  which  was  read  by  and  we  beg  your  majefty  will  be- 

James  Adair,  efq.  the  recorder.  lirve  our  earned  affurances  that  the 

To  the  king's  molt  excellent  ma-  citizens  of  London  wiH  always  fup-. 

jefty.  port  the  conftitutionai  cxercifc  pf 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  lord  them  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 

mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  Highly  fenlible  of  your  majcfty*s 

council  of  the  city  of  London,  paternal  care  and  affection  for  your 

in  common  council  affcmblcd.  people,  we  pray  the  Almighty  .that 

Moil  gracious  fovereign,  you  may  long  reign  in  pcajre  over 

We  your  majelly's  molt  dutiful  a  free,  an  happy,  and  united  aa- 

and  loyal  fubiccts,  the  lord  mayor,  tion.. 

aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  Signed,  by  order  of  court, 

oi.  I  on^lon,  in  common  council  af-  William  Rix. 

fembied,  confider  it  incumbent  on  To.  w.hicb  addrefs  his  ma  jelly  was 

us,  at  the  prefent  alarming  mo-  pjeafed  to  return  the  following  an- 

ment,  to  approach  the  throne  with  fwer  : 

renewed  aflurances  of  our  moll  ««  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful, 

-faithful  and  conliant  attachment  to  and  affectionate  aMrefs,  and  for  the 

your  majefty '$  perfon  and  govern-  expreifions  of  your  attachment  to 

iLcnt.  ray  pcrldh,  and  your  zeal  for  the 

excel- 
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excellent  coaftitution  of  thif  coun* 
«ry. 

*'  My  faithful  chixcns  of  London 
may  always  depend  upon  my  warm- 
«(L  attention  to  (he  welfare  of  all 
my  fubjecfc*  ;  an  J  may  alture  them- 
fclves,  that,  in  the  cxercife  of  the 
power  with  wh'uh  I  am  inverted  by 
the  confticution,  I  (hall  uniformly 
endeavour  to  promote  the  happinet's 
ind  profperity  of  my  people." 

They   were  all  received  very 
f  raciouflyi  and  had  the  honour  to 
kifs  his  majesty's  hand. 
Extr.t3  of  a  Utter  fr  tat  a  ptfftnger  *« 

board  the    unfit  tart  Kofi  Indium  an ', 

date. I  at  Sea,  Auguft  22,  1783. 

Yeilerday,  about  half  paft  ele- 
ven, A.  M.  we  were  alarmed  with 
the  cry  of  fire ;  when  running 
«pon  deck,  we  perceived  a  great 
fraokc  iffuing  from  the  Duke  of 
Kinglton  Eaft  Indiaman,  Capt. 
Nutt ;  Toon  after  which  'he  bunt 
out  in  flames  from  head  to  liorn. 
We  were  then  about  half  a  mile  a- 
head  of  her,  and  the  Pigot  and 
Earl  of  Oxford  Indiamen  about 
four  foilcs  a-head  of  us.  The  wea- 
ther being  calm,  our  captain  im- 
mediately ordered  out  the  engine 
and  all  the  boats,  at  the  fame  time 
firing  two  guns  as  a  fignal  to  the 
Clips  a-head.  It  is  impoifiblc  to 
conceive  a  more  dreadful  fpe&acle 
than  at  this  moment  prefented  it- 
fclf ;  numbers  of  the  poor  wretches 
throwing  themfelves  over-board, 
with  oars,  fpars,  &c*  to  keep  them 
from  finking  ;  others  crowding  on 
the  bowfprit,  where  they  hung  in 
clutters  till  received  into  the  bouts. 
Our  jolly-boat  got  out  firir,  and  re- 
turned in  a  fliort  time  wkh  five  men ; 
the  lon^-boat,  yawl,  and  cutter, 
were  hotfted  out  with  equal  dif- 
patch,  and  ufed  every  effort  to  favc 
as  many  of  the  crew  as  they  could, 
the  fire  having  by  this  time  increaf- 
ed  to  fuch  a  decree,  that  it  was  im- 
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poflible  to  attempt  faving  the  fliip.  ' 
The  boats  from  the  other  two  ftiipa 
Were  now  got  out ;  foon  after  which 
our  yawl  returned  full  of  people, 
among  whom  were  the  firlt  mate  and 
a  midmipman,  whom  they  had  pick- 
ed up  drowned  j  we  ufed  every  ef- 
fort to  recover  them,  but  in  vain. 
At  throe  P.  M.  our  long-boat  re- 
turned with  150  people;  the  boats 
belonging  to  tho  other  Indiamen 
were  alio  filled  ;  and  having  faved 
every  pcrfon  they  could  find,  they 
left  the  thip>  which  at  five  in  the 
atternoon  blew  up  with  a  terrible 
explofion  On  the  whole  79  fouls 
pcriflied  by  this  melancholy  acci- 
dent, among  whom  were  fevcral 
women  and  children,  forae  foldien, 
and  a  few  paflengcrs. 

Captain  Nutt,  with  two  mili- 
tary officers,  had  paid  us  a  vifit  in 
the  morning,  and  was  on  board  tho 
Pigot  at  the  time  the  fire  broke  out, 
which  was  occationed  by  a  failor's 
drawing  fome  fpirits  out  of  a  cafk 
in  the  l'ptrit  room,  which  catching 
fire,  communicated  to  the  other 
cajks,  and  burnt  with  fuch  fury, 
that  it  was  iropo&ble  to  fave  a  fiugie 
article, 

— .  The  recorder  made  his  re- 
port to  his  majefty  of  the  convicts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New- 
gate :  Robert  Dcwar,  John  Roberts 
alias  York,  Benjamin  Roberts, 
Henry  Home,  Alexander  Kc'nnedy, 
Jofeph  Hall,  John  Codd,  John 
Jones,  Patrick  Bowman,  Robert 
Crofs,  Rebecca  Bidwcll,  William 
jtfaynard,  William  Richardfun, 
Mary  Humphreys,  George  Weil, 
William  Crouch,  William  Haynes, 
John  Harvey  alias  Seagrave,  Mary 
Moody,  Margaret  Morcing,  Eleanor 
Mcale,  Anne  Sherlock,  and  John 
Rich  ;  when  his  majefty  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  order  the  following  for  execu* 
tion  on  Wednefday  next,  on  the 
fcaffold  before  Newgate,  viz.  Ro- 
(A  3)  jjerp 
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bertDewar,  Mary  Moody,  Patrick  that  there  was  no  fuch  office  at 
Bowman,  and  John  Rich.  Whitehall  as  the  Pay-Office  j  that 

17.  John  Lee  was  indicted  for  it  could  not  be  to  defraud  lord 
forging  an  order  for  payment  of  Townihend,  as  lord  Townflicnd 
tnoney,  which  order  ran  in  the  was  not  then  in  office,  and  confe- 
following  words  1  quently  not  mailer-general  of  the 

Nov.  24,  1783.    ordnance.  Thcfe  and  feveral  other 

Pay  to  Mr.  John  Lee,  or  order,  legal  objections  were  dated  by  the 
\ipon  demand,  the  fum  of  fifteen  counfel,  but  over-ruled,  as  judge 
pounds  ftcrling,  which  place  to  his  Heath  was  of  opinion,  that  they 
'account  of  office,  were  not  averments,  but  it  a  ted  in 

Pay -Office,  Trwnjbenel,    the  indictment  to  be  purports.  The 

Ordnance-Office,  .  M.  G*       evidence  being  fummed  up,  the 

Wh.t  jhall.  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of 

There  were  eight  counts  in  the  uttering  the  bill,  knowing  it  to  be 
•above  indictment  ;  one  with  forg-  forged.  The  cafe,  however,  is  re- 
ing  it,  to  defraud  lord  Townftiend,  ferrcd  to  the  twelve  judges,  on  a 
the  m.iftcr-gcner.i!  of  the  ordnance;  number  of  exceptions  Hated  in  the 
the  fecond,  uttering  it,  knowing  it  indictment. 

to  bc  forged,  &c.  and  varying  it  a%  — *.  The  cafe  of  capt.  M'Kenzie 
it  pafled  different  hands.  was  argued,  and  the  Solicitor-gc- 

Mr.  Tames  Cufdcn,  who  keeps    ncral  appeared  to  flicw  caufe  why 
the  Rofc  Cotfee-houfc,  in  Bridges-    he  fliould  theh  be  tried,  which  Mr. 
Irrcet,  Covent-garden,  depofed,  that    Silvefler,  the  captain's  counfel,  op- 
in  December  la;t,  the  prifoner  came    pofed,  on  the  ground  of  the  impof- 
to  his  houfc,  and  drank  two  bottles    libility  of  the  captain's  making  his 
of  wine ;  that  foon  after  a  third    defence,  till  the  proper  witneflc* 
gentleman  came  in,  and  they  had  a   could  be  brought  from  the  co*ft  of 
third  bottle,  when  the  prifoner  l'upt    Africa,  without  whom  his  client 
for  Mr.  Cufdcn,  who  came  up  flairs,    could  not  fafely  proceed  to  trial, 
and   the    prifoner  produced   the    The  judges  acquiefced  in  this,  and 
above  bill^  wi flung  to-  get  five  gui-    the  trial  was  again  put  oft* ;  and 
ncas  upon  it ;  but  Mr.  Cufden  only    the  Solicitor-general  undertook  that 
advanced  him  one  guinea  and  a    a  (hip  fliould  be  difpatched  to  Cape 
half.    When  he  prefented  the  note   Coafl,  in  Africa,  to  bring  theni 
to  Meflrs.  Cox,  &c.  agents  at  Cha-    over ;  meanwhile  the  trial  was  ad- 
ring-c.\jfs,  the  forgery  was  difco-   journed  over  to  the  next  February 
vered,  and   the  prifoner   appre-  ieflions. 

bended.  — .  The  election  came  on  at  Guild- 

Mr.  Cox  proved  it  was  not  lord  hall  for  a  member  of  this  city,  in 
Townflicndr's  writing,  and  Mr.  Pin-  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  alderman 
tier  produced  the  bill.  Bull  ;  the  candidates  were  Brook 

The  evidence  for  the  profecution  Watfon,  cfq.  and  Mr.  aldermrm 
re ftpd  here.  On  the  crofs  cxamina-  Crolby.  The  fliow  of  hands  being 
tion,  it  wfti  urged  by  Mr.  Silvefter,  in  favour  of  the  former,  a  poll  wa* 
counfel  for  the  prifoner,  that  the  demanded  by  the  latter, 
indictment  did  not  correfpond  with  20.  A  bill  to  diffolve  the  mar- 
the  bill,  for  it  ftatcd  M.  G.  to  bc  riage  of  Walter  Nitbctt,  efej.  with 
Matter  General,  which  the  profc-  Anne  Blomberg,  his  now  wife,  and 
cution  had  no  right  fo  ta  conilruct  j    to  enable  him  to  marry  again,  and 

2  „  for 
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for  other  purpofcs  therein  men- 
tioned, was  prcfcnted  yeflerday  to 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fc- 
coud  time  on  Tuefday  the  4th  day 
of  February  next. 

— .  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for  a 
reprefentative,  in  the  room  of  the 
late  Mr.  alderman  Bull,  the  numbers 
flood  as  follow  : 

17.    19.  20. 
B.  Watfon,  efq.     330  1098  1898 
i/lr.  aid.  Crofby     223    654  970, 
2t.  Brafs  Crofby,  efq.  declined 
going  cn  with  the  poll ;  but  the 
flierifFs  are  obliged  to  keep  the 
books  open  during  the  remainder  of 
the  week,  according  to  a«ft  of  par* 
liament.  The  poll-books  were  kept 
open  till  three  o'clock,  and  on  call- 
ing up  the  numbers,  there  were  for 
Brook  Watfon*  efq.  2092,  and  for 
alderman  Crofby,  1042.    Mr.  Wat- 
fon then  returned  the  livery  his  lin- 
ccre  thanks  for  their  very  honour- 
able fupport  during  his  election ; 
and  added,  that  the  books  are  to  be 
kept  open  one  hour  every  day  till 
Saturday  next. 

— ,T  he  following  malefactors  were 
executed  before  Newgate  j  Robert 
Dcwar*  for  forcing  a  will  and  teita- 
ment,  purporting  to  be  that  of 
Shawe  Farquharfon,  late  of  his  ma- 
jetty's  fliip  the  Roebuck ;  Patrick 
Bowman,  for  alTaulting  and  rob- 
bing John  Spicer,  on  the  highway  ; 
John  Rich,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Probert,  in  Broad- 
court,  Turnmill-ftrect  ;  and  Mary 
Moody,  for  privately  felling  linen, 
&c.  in  the  houfe  of  lord  Teyuham, 
where  flic  was  a  fcrvant. 

24.  This  night's  gazette  contains 
the  addrcflcs  of  the  mayor,  flicriffs, 
c'nizcns,and  commonalty  of  the  city 
of  Norwich  ;  of  the  mavor,  bailiffs, 
and  burgeflcs  of  the  borough  of 
Lexctter  ;  and  of  the  gentlemen, 
clergy,  meichauts,  and  inhabitants 
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of  the  borough  of  Great  Yarmouth, 
Norfolk,  to  his  majelty,  exprerling 
their  firm  attachment  to  his  ma- 
jelty s  perfon  and  family,  and  of- 
fering their  fincere  thanks  on  his 
majeily's  difrauTion  of  the  late  mi* 
nirtry. 

26.  At  half  part  twelve  o'clock, 
the  fheriffs  met  at  Guildhall,  on  the 
huuings,  in  order  to  declare  the 
numbers  for  a  reprefentative  of  thit 
city,  in  the  room  of  Frederick 
Bull,  efq.  when  there  appeared  for 
Brook  Watfon,  efq.  2097  ;  and  for 
alderman  Crofby,  1043  ;  upon 
which  Brook  Watfon,  efq.  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 

27.  This  night's  gazette  containt 
addrcflcs  to  his  majclly  from  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Mid* 
dlefex  ;  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
&c.  of  the  city  of  Canterbury  j 
from  the  merchants,  traders,  &c. 
of  the  borough  of  Southwark  j  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lei- 
cclter  ;  and  from  the  bailiffs,  bur- 
gefles,  and  commonalty  of  the  town 
of  Ipfwich  ;  011  the  critical  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  humbly  imploring 
his  majelty  to  appoint  fuch  an  ad- 
mi  nill ration  as  may  poflefs  the  con- 
fidence of  parliament,  and  rcflore 
the  true  inteterts  and  happinefs  of 
the  public  at  large. 

31.  This  night's  gazette  con- 
tains addreiles  to  his  majelty  from 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  Lon- 
don ;  from  the  lord  provoft,  ma- 
giitrates,  and  council  of  Edin- 
burgh j  from  the  aldermen,  bur- 
gcfl'es,  ice.  of  Southamptqn  ;  from 
the  manufacturers,  traders,  &c.  of 
Tauuton  ;  and  from  the  mayor  and 
inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  upon  the 
removal  of  the  late  miniltry,  &c. 

FEBRUARY. 

3.  A  petition  from  JofcpJjChrifHe, 
captain  in  his  majeily's  tfSth  rcgi* 
(A  4)  went 
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ment  of  foot,  Was  prefented  to  the 
houfc  of  Peers,  praying  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  diflolve  his  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  Leflic  Chriftie, 
his  now  wife  (late  Elizabeth  Leflie 
Baird),  and  to  enable  him  to  marry 
again,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned.  L«ave  was 
given,  as  orayed. 

— .  This  night's  gazette  contains 
add  relies  to  his  majefty  from  the 
dean,  fteward,  burgefles,  &c.  of 
Welhhinfter ;  from  the  freemen 
and  citizens  of  York  ;  from  the 
mayor,  clergy,  &c.  of  Exeter;, 
from  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  &c.  of 
Lancafter ;  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Beading  j  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Colcheller ;  and  from  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  Evelham,  in  Wor- 
cefterfliire,  on  the  removal  of  the 
late  mini ftry,  &c. 
txtraH  of  a  letter  from  Paris,  Feh,  6. 

By  letters  from  Rochellc  we  find, 
that  on  the  17th  of  January,  at 
about  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a 
violent  ftorm  happened  there,  ac- 
companied with  an  earthquake, 
thunder,  lightning,  and  hail  ;  it 
Inftcd  till  nine,  and  blew  down 
many  of  the  largcrt  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city  :  two 
chimnies  were  thrown  down  in  Ro« 
chclle,  together  wirh  fevcral  houfes^ 
and  Ibme  churches,  and  among  the 
relr,  the  carhcdtal  was  much  da- 
maged :  at  Nantes  and  Roc  he  fort 
much  damage  was  done.  On  the 
coalt  27  ihips  were  loit,  80  dead 
l>odic3  were  wafhed  on  ftiore  at 
Fochelle,  and  many  more  on  the 
tfteofRhc. 

7.  They  Write  from  Metz  the 
following  Extraordinary  adventure : 
a  young  girl  la  love  with  a  foldier 
Oi  the  garriion,  knowing  him  in- 
difpofed,  and  obliged  to  be  on  duty 
at  midnight,  during  the  late  incle- 
mency of  the  weather,  went  to  lee 
h\w.f  and  finding  hef  poor  fweer- 


heart  quite  benumbed  with  cold, 
prclfcd  him  to  go  and  warm  himfelt* 
in  her  room,  which  was  not  very 
far,  while  fhe  would  remain  in  his 
place.  The  foldier  refufed  for  fome 
time,  but  at  laft  yielded  to  the  ten- 
der felicitations'  of  his  Dulcinea. 
The  moment  he  was  gone,  flte  wrapt 
hcrfelf  m  his  great  coat,  and  began: 
to  walk  a  la  militaite  with  the  fire- 
lock on  her  (houlder.  Unfortu- 
nately the  round  sroin^  by.  the  cor- 
poral  alked  her  the  order,  which 
not  being  able  to  anfwer,  fhe  was 
detected  and  taken  to  t!he  guard-, 
houfc,  where  fhe  related  her  llory. 
Her  lover  was  immediately  fetched, 
and  being  found  almoft  dead,  though 
before  a  good  fire,  he  was  revived 
by  means  of  fofhe  cordial,  and  put 
in  prifon  the  next  morning.    He  it 
now  going  to  be  tried,  and  there  is 
ho  doubt  but  he  will  be  call,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  ftrictnefs  of  military 
laws.    It  is,  however,  fuppofed  that 
he  will  eatily  obtain  his  pardon. 
The  ladies  are  greatly  in  his  intereft, 
and  fome  of  them  have  already  fub- 
fciibed  for  the  paraphernalia  of  hit 
raiftrefs  if  he  choofes  to  marty  her. 

— .  This  niuht's  gazette  containt 
addrelTestolns  majetry  from  the  mer- 
chants and  principal'  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Kxettr  ;  from  the  free- 
men, freeholders,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Plymouth  ;  from 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Launcefton  ;.  from 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  capital  bur- 
gefles, and  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Sudbury,   in  the 
county  of  Suffolk ;  from  the  gen- 
tlemen, clergy,  merchants,  manu- 
facturers, and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Wolverhampton,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford ;  from  the  ma-  . 
iftratel  and  town  council  of  the 
ur^h  of  Dyfart;  and  from  the  juf- 
ticcs  of  the  peace,  commimoner*  of 
fupply,  and  heritor!  of  the  comity 
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of  Perth  ;  humbly  thanking  his  at  prcfcnt  prevail,  and  impede  the 
xnajeiry  for  the  dilmiiuon  of  his  lace  progrefs  of  thofe  conciliatory  mca- 
miniuers.  fores  by  which  alone  t  he  public  peace 

10.  At  a  court  of  common  coun-  can  be  rcftored,  they  therefore  hope 
cil,  before  the  right  honourable  the  his  majeity  will  be  gracioufly  plcaf- 
lord-mayor,  the  aldermen  Alfop,  ed  to  call  10  his  councils  men  whofe 
Crofby,  Townfend,  Efdaile,  Wilkes,  abilities  and  integrity  may  rceom- 
Lewes,  Plomer,  Ncwnham,  Clark,  mend  the  n  to  his  royal  favour,  and 
Wright,  Hart,  Sainfbury,  Kitchen,  whole  meafures  may  entitle  them  to 
Burnell,  Sanderfon,  Gill,  Hopkins,  the  full  confidence  and  fupport  ot 
Bates,  the  two  fherifli,  and  a  very  his  majeftv's  faithful.fubjcdts.  Like- 
refpeftable  number  of  commoners  :    wife  addreffes  from  the  inhabitants 

The  thanks  of  the  court  were  of  New  Sarum ;  from  the  mayor, 
voted  to  the  right  honourable  Wil-  aldermen,  &c.  of  Chipping  Wy- 
Uaro  Pitt,  for  his  able,  upright,  combe  j  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  ditintercfted  conduct,  as  firft  and  capital  burgefles  of  Prefton,  in 
lord  of  the  treafury  and  chancellor  Lancashire  ;  from  the  mayor,  bai* 
of  the  exchequer,  on  the  prefent  life,  and  burgefTes  of  Berwick  upon 
alarming  and  critical  juncture  of  Tweed  ;  and  from  the  bailiff,  bur- 
affairs.  gefles,  and  inhabitants  of  Chippen- 

The  court  alio  unanimoudy  voted  ham;  on  the  removal  of  the  late 
the  freedom  of  the  city  to  be  pre-  miniftry. 

fented  to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  gold  box  of  11.  Mention  has  been  made  of 
the  value  of  one  hundred  guineas,  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  Athol 
as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  and  ap-  Indiaman  ;  and  from  the  accounts 
N  probation  of  his  zeal  and  alfiduity  it  was  concluded  that  all  on  board 
in  fupporting  the  legal  prerogatives  was  involved  in  the  fame  fate  :  fomc, 
of  the  crown  and  the  contiitutional  however,  were  preferved  alrnolf  mi* 
rights  of  the  people  ;  and  appointed  raculoufly,  among  whom  was  the 
a  committee  to  wak  on  him  there-  furgcon,  from  whofe  letter  the  fol- 
with.  lowing  particulars  are  extracted : 

A  motion  was  then  made,  to  ac-  The  fecond  morning  after  our  ar- 
k  now  ledge,  with  the  dcepeft  gra-  rival,  about  feven  o'clock  we  were 
titude,  the  late  timely  interference  alarmed  with  the  cry  of  fire  in  the 
of  the  tioufe  of  lords  for  the  prefer-  lazaretto,  where  the  fpirits  arc  kept ; 
vation  of  our  excellent  conftitution,  the  flames  were  already  violent,  and 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  fpreading  rapidly  :  immediately  un- 
every  branch  of  the  legiflature  ;  der  the  lazaretto  is  the  powder  ma- 
which,  after  forae  debate,  was  car-  gazine ;  you  can  better  conceive 
jied  by  a  great  majority.  than  I  defcribe  our  deplorable  fitu- 

— .  This  night's  gazette  contains  ation  :  fixty  of  our  fcamen  imprcfP» 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  from  the  cd,  and  only  the  officers,  with  a 
citizens. and  principal  inhabitants  of  very  few  who  remained,  to  fupprefs 
Exeter,  exprcffive  of  their  attach-  a  dreadful  fire.  We  exerted  our- 
ment  to  his  majefty's  perfon  and  felves  to  the  utmoft,  hoiitcd  a  fig- 
government,  and  declaring  that  it  nal,  and  fired  guns  otdiftrefs,  which 
is  not  their  intention  to  engage  in  foon  brought  great  numbers  to  our 
any  mcafurc  that  may  tend  to  em-  afllftancc.  Their  efforts  feemed  at 
barrafs  his  majclly's  government,  laft  to  be  blent  d  with  luccefs  ;  the 
/v  foment  the  alarming  divilions  that    flames  became  moderate,  and  we 
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began  to  think  ourfelves  fecure ;  — .  The  Hinchihbrook  Indiamar/ 

fatal  fecurity  to  many  !  for  in  about  U  wrecked  in  Bengal  river.  The  crew 

fifteen  minutes  from  eight  o'clock  and  the  cargo  are  fuppofed  to  bo 

the  Ihip  blew  up.  faved. 

I  was  ftunned  and  thrown  down  13.  A  duel  Was  fought,  in  a  field 

with  the  explofion,  and  before  I  near  Little  Chelfea,  between  capt. 

could  recover  from  the  (hock,  a  yard  Charles  Moftyn  of  the  navy,  and 

fell  acrofs  me,  attended  with  much  capt.  Clarke  of  (be  African  corps, 

excruciating  torture  ;  my  fight  fail*  which  terminated  in  the  death  of  the 

cd  me  ;  but juft  as  I  was  finking,  1  former,  who  was  (hot  through  the 

recovered  fo  far  as  to  cling  tu  the  heart.    The  quarrel  originated  in 

fpar,  which  was  above  me,  and  the  defence  of  a  Jew,  who  goes  aboiit 

which  luckily  floated  me  to  the  fur-  diverting  company  by  taking  off 

face.    Vail  numbers  were  killed  on  Mr.  Fox.     YVords    arofe  :  capt. 

the  quarter-deck,  owing  to  all  the  Moftyn  grew  violent,  and  capt* 

fpars  which  arc  placed  along  the  Clarke  was  reduced  to  the  neccflity 

middle  of  the  (hip,  being  thrown  of  infilling  on  an  apology  ^  or  call* 

upon  ir.  I  was  carried  on  board  the  ing  capt.  Moftyn  to  an  account. 

Juno  frigate,  where  I  was  treated  Mr.  Moftyn  was  a  gallant  officer, 

with  the  greatcft  kindnefs  and  hu-  ajjed  25,  who  for  his  intrepid  beha-* 

manity,  and  am  now  thoroughly  viour  was  made  poll  in  the  Solitaire, 

recovered.  a  French  (hip  ot  the  line,  taken  by 

The  caufc  of  this  dreadful  affair  the  Ruby.    Capt.  CLrke  (lands 

was  the  villainy  and  carcleflhcfs  of  high  in  the  corps  to  which  he  be- 

our  cooper  and  fteward,  who  were  longs. 

employed  in  ilealing  liciuors ;  they  ic.  This  evening  the  jury  fat  at 

had  lluck  a  candle  a^ainll  a  beam,  the  Albemarle  Arms,  in  Albemarle- 

which  dropping  into  the  bucket  full  ftrtet.on  the  bodv  of  capt.  Moftyn, 

of  fpirits,  immediately  fct  it  on  fire,  of  the  navy,  who  was  killed  in  a 

as  alio  the  puncheon  ;   they  at-  duel  on  Friday  laft,  at  three  o'clock 

tempted  to  fmothcr  it  by  putting  in  in  the' afternoon,  in  a  field  near  Lo- 

the  bung,  hut  it  initantly  burit  the  chce's  Acalemy,  Little  Chelfea,  by 

calk,  and  threw  the  burning  fpirits  captain  Clarke,  of  the  army;  which 

all  over  the  lazaretto,  which  was  latted  from  fix  in  the  evening  till  four 

full  of  fpirits,  oil,  pitch,  and  cord-  in  the  morning,  when  they  brought 

age,  being  only  feparated  by  the  jn  their verdirt  manflaughtcr,againft 

deck  from  the  magazine,  which  was  John  Montague  Clarke,  efq. 

directly  under  it.  17.  Th  s  night's  gazette  contains 

,    There  were  killed  by  this  mclan-  addrcfTcs  to  his  majefty  from  the 

choly  accident,  7  lieutenants,  and  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of 

97  petty  oiliccrs  and  fcumcn  belong-  Bath  ;  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 

ing  to  the  men  of  war  ;  two  officers  and   citizens  of  Worcefter;  from 

and  2y  feamcn  belonging  to  the  In-  the  bailiffs,  magiftrates,  flic  riff,  &c. 

diamen,  all  our  officers,  with  about  of  the  city  and  clofe  of  the  cathe- 

15  pettv  officers  and  fcamen,  and  dral  church  of  Litchfield  ;  from  the 

four  paflcagers.    Mr.  Ro  s,  mid-  gentlemen,   merchants,  manufac- 

fhipman,  being  on  the  poop,  efcaped  turcrs,  and  traders  of  Birmingham  ; 

unhurt.    Mane  more  were  faved,  from  the  portreeve,  bailiff,  &c.  of 

bur  tome  with  fractured  liiub»,  and  Honiton  ;  from  the  merchants,  trad- 

otherwile  much  hurt.  crs,  Sec.  of  Dartmouth,  in  Devon  ; 

from 
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from  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  bur- 
gefles  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hard- 
refs,  in  Devon ;  and  from  the  gentle- 
men, clothiers,  &c.  of  Trowbridge, 
on  the  removal  of  the  late  miuif- 
try,  &c. 

20.  1  hecaufc  between  Mr  .Mack- 
fin  and  Mr.  Colman  was  dcterra  ned 
in  the  court  or  KingVbcnch,  after 
naving  been  outitanding  nearly  ele- 
ven yean.    The  ground  of  the  fuit 
was  this :   Mr  Macklin,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1  773,  entered  upon  an  en- 
gagement as  an  artor  of  rhc  Covent- 
, garden  company,  for  three  >cars, 
at  a  falary  of  40CI.  per  feafon, 
wth  a  benefit.    On  the  18th  of 
November,   in  confluence  of  a 
quarrel  that  had  arlli-u  between  him 
and  fome  of  the  play-houfc  tre- 
ouentcrs  of  that  dav,  a  riot  took 
place  in  the  theatre,  and  he  was 
driven  from   the  fiagc,  the  ma- 
nagers not  daring  to  let  him  ap- 
pear ag..in.    The  latter  confide  red 
this  as  an  incapacitation  of  Macklin 
to  perform  his  part  of  the  engage- 
ment,  and  fuppoicd  the  contract 
necellarilv  diflolved.    Macklin,  on 
thrcontrary,  having  fent  regularly  to 
demand  hL>  falary,  and  offered  to  play 
anv  charter  the  manage rfhould  ap- 
point, commenced  a  fuit  in  chancery 
iorthe  recovery  of  his  fulary,  and  un 
averaged  amount  of  profits  for  his 
benefits.     After   filing   bills  and 
crofs  bills,  and  various  eStpcnlive 
and  tedious  proceedings  in  equity, 
he  was  advifrd  to  try  for  a  remedy 
at  common  law,  and  accordingly 
brought  an  action  on  the  cafe  in  the 
court  of  KingVbeiK  h,  which  came 
on  for  hearing  laii  Friday.  Sir 
Thomas  Davenport,  as  counfel  for 
Sir.  Macklin,  opened  his  cafe  to 
the  court,  and  called  evidence  to 
prove  the  fubftantial   facts.  Mr, 
Ecarcroft  then,  as  counfel  for  Mr. 
Col  man,  opened  the  defence,  and, 
if  he  could  have  fubftantiated  it,  a 


very  ftrong  one  k  was :  before, 
however,  any  wirncfles  were  called 
in  its  fupport,  lord  Mansfield  re- 
commended a  compromife.  Mr. 
Macklin  rofe,   aud  informed  the 
court  he  had  offered  long  iince  to 
leave  it  to  the  arbitration  of  any  one 
merchant,  or  any  one  lawyer  in  the 
kingdom,  and  that  he  was  then 
ready  to  abide  by  the  decilion  of 
any  one  of  the  jury.    Lord  Mans- 
field complimented  Mr.  Macklin  on 
his  candour  and  fairnef3 ;  and  tc 
relied  with  Mr.  Colman  how  the 
matter  was  to  terminate.    Mr.  Col- 
man declared,  that  he  had  never 
before  heard  of  the  plaintiffs  being 
ready  to  fubmit  the  cafe  to  the  ar- 
bitrament of  an  individual,  or  he 
would  have  clofed  with  hitn  on  the 
propolitiou  ;  and  that  he  would  do 
to  then,  provided  the  matter  could 
be  fo  ad  jutted  that  he  could  be  fe- 
cure  that  no  more  than  his  propor- 
tion of  the  fum  awarded  to  Mr, 
Macklin  (hould  fall   upon  him. 
Mr.  Colman  explained  what  he 
meant,  by  ltating,  that  the  engage- 
ment was  for  three  years,  in  only 
the  firlt  of  which  he  had  an  intereft 
in  Covent-gardcn  theatre,  though 
the  action  was  brought  again  It  h:ra 
nominally  for  the  whole  fum  claim* 
ed,  as  the  acting  manager  at  the 
time  Mr.  Macklin  was  engaged  for 
the  three  vears.    Lord  Mansfield 
told  Mr.  Colman,  that  being  the 
defendant,  he  mult  pay  the  whole 
fum,  be  the  award  what  it  might ; 
but  that  his  partners  were  bound  to 
pay  their  proportions  to  him,  and 
it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  they 
would  hefitate  to  difcharge,  what 
the  law  would  oblige  them  to  pay, 
if  they  did  make  any  hrlitation  upon 
the  fubjecf.  His  lordihip  then  laid, 
he  would  fettle  the  matter  if  the 

f>arties  approved.    This  being  af- 
ented  to  by  Mr.  Macklin  and  Mr. 
Colman,  his  lordfl  ip  faid,  he  con* 
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fiJered  a  riot  in  a  theatre,  of  th#  of  Aberdeen ;  from  the  county  of 
fort  in  qucftion,  as  a  common  cala-  Oxford ,  front  the  town  of  Shrewf- 
mity,  by  which  the  manager  and  bury  ;  from  the  town  of  Kingdon- 
performer  were  equal  fufterers,  and  upon-Hull ;  from  the  town  and 
therefore  he  (hould  halve  the  mat-  port  of  Folk  done ;  from  the  town 
ter,  and  as  Mr,  Macklin  had  brought  and  port  of  Dover ;  from  the  count/ 
his  action  for  1000I.  award  him  of  Wilts^  from  the  county  of  York; 
cool,  and  each  party  to  pay  their  and  from  the  borough  of  Abing* 
own  cods.  This  waa  cheerfully  ac-  don,  on  the  di ('million  of  the  late 
ceded  to  by  Mr.  Macklin  and  Mr.  miniftry,  &c.  Sec. 
Colman,  and  a  rule  drawn  to  en-  Dublin  Co/He,  Feb.  24.  Thedukd 
force  the  decifion,  and  tie  up  the  of  Rutland,  who  embarked  at  Ho- 
plaintiff  and  defendant  from  com-  lyhead  lad  night,  on  board  his  ma- 
mencing  any  future  fuit  or  fuits  jeffty*s  yacht  the  Dorfet,  arrived 
upon  the  fubje«ft.  Some  civilities  <afe  in  the  harbour  about  one 
palled  between  lord  Mansfield  and  o'clock  this  afternoon.  His  grace 
Mr.  Macklin,  and  the  latter,  before  was  received  at  landing  by  the  lord- 
he  went  out  of  rourr,  allured  hit  mayor  and  fheriffa  of  the  city  of 
lordfliip,  that  he  had  never  known  Dublin.  The  regiments  of  foot  in 
what  julHcc  or  equity  was  before.  garrifon  lined  the  ftreets  through 
2i.  This  night's  gazette  contains  which  his  grace  patted  to  the  Caftle, 
addrcfles  to  his  majefty  from  the  attended  by  a  fquadron  of  horfe. 
county  of  Denbigh,  the  citizens  of  His  grace,  on  his  arrival  at  the 
Briftol,  the  city  of  Wells,  the  town  Caftlc,  was  introduced  in  form  to 
of  Wolverhampton,  the  borough  of  the  earl  of  Northtngtort,  who  re* 
New  Windibr,  the  borough  of  An-  ccived  him, fitting  under  the  canopy 
dover,  the  borough  of  Lynn  Regis,  of  fbte,  in  the  prefence  chamber, 
the  town  of  Lancaller,  the  borough  A  council  met  at  five  o'clock,  and  a 
of  St.  Alban'i,  the  borough  of  proceflion  was  made  from  the  pre* 
Marlborough,  and  from  the  cham-  fence  chamber  to  the  council  cham- 
berlains and  common  council,  free-  ber,  where  his  grace's  commiflion 
holders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  was  read,  and  the  oaths  ad  mini  rt  e  red 
the  borough  of  Alnwick,  on  the  to  him,  after  which,  his  grace  hav* 
dil  million  of  the  late  mini  dry,  and  ing  received  the  lword  from  the 
the  prefent  fituation  of  afiairs.  earl  of  Northington,  and  being  in- 

23.  We  are  jflurod  that  the  right  veded  with  the  collar  of  the  mod 
honourable  the  earl  of  Stamford  has  illuftrious  order  of  St.  Patrick,  the" 
molt  obligingly  accepted  ot  the  of-  great  guns  in  his  majeity's  park  the 
fice  of  prendent  ot*  the  Humana  Phoenix,  were  fired,  and  anfwered 
Society  ;  and  that  lord  Willolighby  by  the  regiments  on  duty.  His 
de  Broke,  lord  Beauchamp,  fir  Jo-  grace  then  repaired  to  the  pre- 
feph  Andrews,  bart.  the  honourable  fence  chamber,  where  he  received 
Philip  Bouveric,  Mr.  alderman  the  compliments  of  the  nobility  and 
Sawbridge,  Dr.  Lettfom,  Edward  other  perfons  of  diftinction,  upon 
Bridgen,  efq.  and  James  Horsfall,  his  grace's  fafe  arrival  to  take  upon 
efq.  have  alfo  accepted  the  offices  him  the  government  of  this  king- 
of  vicc-prefidents  to  this  charity.  dom. 

24.  This  night's  gazette  con-  Dublin-Cafilf,  Feb,  26.  This  day, 
tains  addrefles  to  his  maiedy  from  about  two  o'clock,  th~  earl  of 
the  county  of  Berks ;  from  the  Northington,  Luc  lord  lieutenant 
county  of  Cornwall ;  from  the  city  of  this  kingJom,  left  the  cad'c,  in 
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order  to  embark  oo  board  his  ma-  in  Berkeley-fquare,  from  whence 
jefiy's  yacht  the  Dorfet,  on  his  re-  that  gentleman  accompanied  them 
turn  to  England.  tto  Grocers  Hall,  in  the  Poultry  (of 
His  grace  the  duke  of  Rutland,  which  company  he  had  accepted  the 
lord  lieutenant,  and  the  carl  of  freedom),  where  an  elegant  cuter- 
Northington,  went  together  fsom  jtainment  was  provided  in  honour 
the  caiUe  in  a  coach  drawn  by  fix  of  Mr.  Pitt,  it  is  (aid,  at  not  tela 
horfes,  and  preceded  by  a  leading  than  tooo  guineas  expense.  When 
coach  and  fix,  in  which  were  the  tfyey  reached  Temple-Bar  the  co- 
officers  of  ftate,  to  the  South  Wall,  lours  of  the  city  and  of  the  grocer* 
They  were  cfcorted  by  a  fquadrou  company  were  carried  before  the 
jpi  horfe,  and  attended  by  a  great  nroceiujon  in  their  way  to  Grqcccs 
number  of  the  nobility  and  perfons  Hall,  jit  was  attended  by  a  prodi- 
of  diftinclion,  the  loid-mayor,  (he-  gious  concourfe  of  people.  After 
jiffs,  several  of  the  aldermen  and  Mr.  Pitt  had  taken  the  oath,  ufu- 
principal  citizens  in  their  carriages,  ally  adminiitcrcd  to  freemen  upon 
followed  by  a  concourfe  of  people  their  admillion,  Mr.  Wilkes  adoreft- 
$9  the  water  fide.  The  facets  were  cd  him  as  follows : 
lined  by  the  regiments  oi  infantry  Sir, 

en  Dublin  duty  ;  and  the  earl  of  J.  give  you  joy,  and  I  congrattay 
'  Northington  received  every  demon-  late  the  city  of  London  on  the  im- 
Iftrajtioo  of  tefpect  as  he  paflcd  portant  acquifition  it  has  this  day 
through  the  ftreets  from  the  people,  made.  I  reckon  it,  lir,  among 
who  teftificd  their  regard  by  re-  the  mod  fortunate  event*  of  »>y  life, 
peated  withes  for  his  welfare  and  that  I  have  the  honour  of  being  di- 
fafe  return  to  England*  reeled  by  the  unanimous  refolution 
•  27.  Mr,  Recorder  made  his  ee-  of  the  lord  may  r,  aldermen,  and 
port  to  his  majefty  of  the  following  common-council,  to  enrol  your 
convicts  under  fentence  of  death  in  name  in  the  archives  of  thu  metro- 
.Newgate :  polis  among  thofc  princqs  and  he- 
John  Alb,  Thomas  Welch,  John  roes  who  have  been  the  benefactor* 
Lee,  Daniel  Hickman  alias  Hick-  of  our  country,  and  the  friends  of 
jog*,  Thomas  Ledger,  George  mankind,  with  the  glorious  deh- 
Allen,  Anne  Moore,  Sarah  Par-  vercr  of  this  nation,  with  the  hcrp 
*ridge,  George  Milton,  Thomas  of  Cuilodcn,  with  the  illuftrioua 
Jones,  Jofeph  Dunnage,  Jofeph  llatefman  from  whom  you  derive 
Clark,  Jofeph  Harrifon,  William  your  defcent*  I  he  city  of  Lon- 
Bcll,  John  Parker,  Samuel  Gaf-  don,  fir,  with  pride  and  exulta- 
coyne,  and  William  Clarke  ;  when  tion,  now  behold  revived  in  the  fon, 
his  majefty  was  plcafed  to  order  thole  folid  virtues,  Alining  talents, 
.George  Allen,  Thomas  Ledger,  Jo-  and  powerful  eloquence,  which 
fepb  Clarke,  John  Lee,  John  Afli,  they  long  admired  in  the  father,  but 
and  Thomas  Welch,  for  execution  above  all  that  generous  love  of  our 
on  Thurfday  next  the  4th  inll.  in  country,  and  its  divine  conftitu- 
thc  Old-Bailey.  tion,  fuperior  to  the  groveling,  for- 
28.  The  committee  appointed  to  did  views  of  private  felf-interell,  or 
prefent  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  perfonal  ambition.  You  have,  fir, 
the  right  hon.  William  Pitt,  went  thus  early  in  your  minilkrial  ca- 
in  proceflion,  preceded  by  the  city  rcer,  commanded  the  cflcem  and 
marfhal,  and  accompanied  by  the  admirjtion  of  this  city  and  nation, 
flicrjffs  an4  town-clerk^  to  his  houfe  by  a  noble  a£t  of  ditintercftcdnefs  in 

(avovu; 
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favour  of  the  public,  for  which  I 
believe  you  fcarccly  could  find  a 
precedent,  nor  I  fear  will  you  be 
imitaxd  by  any  future  miniftcr. 

Wc  look  up,  fir,  to  that  fupe- 
rior  ability,  and  purity  of  public 
•virtue,  which  dilhnguilh  you,  for 
the  reformation  of  many  abufes,  as 
well  as  the  fieady  protection  of  our 
chartered  rights,  property,  and 
freedom.  The  admi nitration  of 
Your  noble  father  gave  us  fecurity 
at  home,  carried  the  glory  of  this 
nation  to  the  utmoft  height  abroad, 
and  extended  the  bounds  of  the'em- 
pirc  to  countries,  where  the  Roman 
eagle  never  flew.  A  late  admini- 
rat  ion  undertook  an  unjuft  and 
wicked  war,  which  difmembercd 
the  empire  by  depriving  us  of  our 
moil  valuable  colonies,  and  has 
brought  us  almolt  to  the  brink  of 
bankruptcy.  To  reftorc  this"  king- 
dom to  any  degree  of  profperity 
and  grcatnefs,  demands  the  utmoft 
exertions  of  virtue  and  ability,  with 
every  fupport  both  of  the  crown 
and  people  at  large.  I  hope  you 
will  meet  with  both,  and  1  know 
how  high  you  tfand  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public.  Much  is  to 
be  done  ;  but  you  have  youth,  ca- 
pacity, ami  firmnefs.  It  is  the 
character! ft ic  of  a  true  patriot  ne- 
ver to  defpair,  and  we  have  a  well- 
grounded  hope  of  your  making  us 
again  a  gre.it,  powerful,  hajmy, 
and  un  ted  people,  by  a  fteady,  uni- 
form, wife,  and  dilinteretled  con- 
duct. Your  noble  father,  fir,  nn- 
nihilated  party,  and  I  hope  you 
will  in  the  end  bear  down  and  con- 
quer the  hydra  of  faction,  which 
riow  rears  its  hundred  heads  againlr 
you.  I  remember  his  faying,  that 
for  the  good  of  the  people  he  dared 
to  look  the  proudefl  connections  of 
this  country  in  {he  face.  J  truft 
that  the  fame  fpirit  animates  his 
fon,  and  as  he  has  the  fame  fup- 
port  of  the  crown  and  the  people, 


I  am  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  fame 
fucceis  will  follow. 
Mr.  PIT  l's  Anfwcr  to  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain Wilkes. 
SIR, 

I  beg  to  return  you  my  bed 
thanks  for  your  very  obliging  cx- 
preflions.  Nothing  can  be  more 
encouraging  to  me,  in  thedifcharge 
of  my  public  duty,  than  the  coun- 
tenance of  tlrofe,  whom,  from  this 
day,  I  may  have  the  honour  of 
calling  my  fellow -citizens. 

• 

We  arc  extremely  forry  to  leara 
that  the  mob  on  Saturday  night 
broke  many  windows  as  they  went 
along,  and  in  St.  James's  ltreet  an 
affray  happened  between  them  and 
a  parcel  or  chairmen  at  Brookes's, 
in  which  the  latter  proved  trium-' 
phant,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  obliged 
to  quit  his  carriage  and  retire  to 
White's  tor  protection.  His  coach 
.was  much  injured,  and  the  mob 
thai  dragged  it  went  and  broke  Mr. 
Fox's  windows  in  St.  James's  Place 
in  revenge. 

— .  I  his  night's  gazette  contains 
addrefies  from  Weitminftcr,  Durham, 
Worceflcr,  Newcallle  upon  Tyuc, 
Buckingham,  Newark  upon  Trent, 
Maidftone,  Aylefbqry,  Sandwich, 
Lanerk,  Glafgow,  and  Dundee, 
humbly  thanking  his  majefty  for  the 
recent  change  he  has  been  pleated 
to  make  in  his  councils. 

MARCH. 

1,  '  The  fervants  of  the  duke  dc 
Chartres  arrived  at  the  duke's  houfe 
in  Portland  Place,  and  his  grace  is 
hourly  expected  from  France. 

2.  This  night's  gazette  contains 
addrcflcs  to  "his  .majelty  from  the 
town  of  Falmouth  ;  from  the  bo- 
rough of  Davcntry,  in  Northamp- 
ton !i:  ire  ;  from  the  rown  and  coun- 
ty or'  Poole ;  from  Warcham,  in 
porfrtfliire  ;  from  Penryn,  in  Corn, 
wall ;  from  the  city  <A  Qlafgq*  j 
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fr*m  Dumfries ;  fromDumfexmline ;  try  at  her  houre.    Captain  Lee  was 

from  Innerkeithing  ;  from  Queenf-  too  fond  of  gambling,  long  fo  pre- 

berry;  and  from  Sterling  :  on  the  ferve  his  chamber  in  a  place,  where, 

prefect  fituation  of  public  affairs.  though  they  are  lei's  rigid  than  other 

4.  This  morning  were  executed  parts  of  Scotland,  they  yet  pay  af- 
in  the.  Old  Bailey,  oppofite  New-  tention  to  the  morah  of  thole  who 
gate,  purfuant  to  their  lentence,  the  are  inverted  with  public  duties ;  and 
fix  following  conviels,  viz.  John  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lee,  he  was 
Lee,  for  forging  a  bill  of  exchange  again  fuffered,  without  regret,  to 
for  15!.  on  the  office  of  ordnance  j  go  abroad  into  the  world.  He  re- 
John  Afh,  for  perfonating  Mr.Tho-  uewed  hjs  acquaintance  with  the 
mas  Eaton,  proprietor  of  7?ol.  four  ftaex,  and  played  at  Portfmouth 
per  cent,  conlol.  annuities,  and  ana  other  theatres.  A  few  day* 
transferring  the  fame  j  1  nomas  previous  to  the  commiffion  of  the 
Ledger,  and  George  Allen,  for  crime  for  which  he  fuflereJ,  he  aj> 
breakiog  into  the  houfe  of  John  rived  in  London  without  a  farthing, 
Doudy,  and  flealing  20s.  in  half-  and  being  literal'y  ftarvng,  and 
pence;  1  homas  Welch,  for  break-  afhamed  to  beg,  urged  by  the  calli 
ing  into  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Dud-  of  nature,  he  went  to  the  Hofe 
worth,  and  dealing  feveral  things,  tavern,  in  Bridges -Hrect,  whf-re 
and  forprivately  flealing  in  the  mop  he  had  often  fpent  large  fnmsr, 
of  Thomas Moore,two  gold  watches,  and  having  dincJ,  borrowed  from 
and  a  metal  watch;  and  Jofcph  the  proprietor  of  the  houfe  a  gui* 
-Clark,  for  returning  from  tranfport-  nea  and  a  half,  giving  him  as  fecuri- 
ation  before  the  expiration  of  his  ty  a  paper  p  i -porting  to  be  lord 
fentence.  They  all  t-chaved  very  Townfhend's  draft  on  the  ordnance 
penitent,  and  were  turned  off  at  office;  the  diaft  being  offered  for 
eight  o'clock.  payment,  was  flopped,  and  Mr. 

Mx.  Lee,  one  of  the  unhappy  Lee  being  fe-on  after  apprehended, 

convicts,  was  born  and  educated  a  was  tried  and  convicted,  2kc.  His 

gentleman:  he  poflcifed  a  ftrong  friends  did  every  thing  that  fiiend- 

underftanding  and  polifhed    man-  fhip  could  dilate  to  lave  his  life, 

ncrs.     When    very    young,   he  but  in  vain. 

entered  the  army  as  an  enfign,  Mr.  Lee  requeued  that  he  might 

and  by  force  of  merit  and  addrcls  he  give  the  fignal  for  the  expeutioner 

obtained  a  company.    His  com  pa-  to  put  a  period  to  their  exigence, 

nions  were  of  the  firft  rank,  which  which  being  gtantcd,  a'ter  a  few 

led  him  into  ex  pence,  and  obliged  moments  private  ejaculations,  he 

him  to  fell  his  commiffion.  He  then  dropped  his  handkerchief,  and  the 

attached  hinafelf  to  Mils  J— — — ,  the  falfe  bottom  on  which  they  flood  in 

aetrefs,  and  went  upon  the  rtage,  an  inftant  fell  in,    and  deprived 

where,  notwithstanding  his  accom-  them  of  all  fenfe.    Mr.  Lee  made 

plifhments,  he  made  but  an  indifte-  fome  few  momentary  ftruggles. 

rent  figure.    While  they  were,  as  a  — .  Atagcneralcourtof  thegover- 

part  of  the  Edinburgh  company,  nors  of  m.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital, 

flaying  at  the  theatre  of  Aberdeen,  William  Pircairn,  M.  D.  prclident 

they  were  encouraged  to  open  an  of  the  College  of  Phyncians,  was 

academy    for  teaching  the  Eng-  unanimoully  elected  trcafurerof  the 

li(h  language.    Mrs.  Lee  was  much  faid  hofpital  in  the  room  of  John 

patronized,  and  had  the  daughters  Darker,  efq.  deceared. 

pf  the  principal  gentry  |n  the  coup-  — %  A  ruttic  monument  has  lately 
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been  e  reeled  to  the  memory  of 
the  unfortunate  Chatterton,  iu  a 
very  romantic  fpot  belonging  to 
Philip  hicknefie,  efq.  about  half 
a  mile  from  Bath.  It  is  a  rude,  but 
fubftantial  Gothic  arch,  railed  be- 
tween two  hills,  over  which  is 
placed  the  profi!e,in  relief,  or  the  la- 
mented youth,  and  underneath  an 
infcription,purporting,that  '*though 
Jiis  days  were  ihort  and  miferable, 
yet  his  fame  flmll  liveTor  erer."  in 
the  back  ground  are  a  broken  lyre 
and  a  young  laurel  nipped  ia  the 
Jbud.  This  tokrn  of  affection  to 
Chatterton'*  memory  has  excite^ 
great  curiofity,  and  Mr.  Thick- 
jieffc's  beautiful  hermitage  is  con- 
ftantly  vifited  by  all  perfons  ditlin- 
^uifhed  for  their  tafte  or  (enti- 
ment. 

6.  Th*s  night's  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  ma  jelly  from  the  ci- 
tizens of  B'iirol ;  from  the  borough 
of  Truro>i  from  the  town  of  Chard; 
from  tbe  borough  of  Warwick; 
jFiom  the  borough  of  Tamworth, 
in  the  counties  of  Warwick  and 
Stafford ;  from  the  county  of  De- 
von ;  from  the  county  of  Bucks ; 
from  theborough  of  Br  id  port ;  from 
the  county  of  Fife ;  from  the  bo- 
rough of  Kirkcaldy ;  from  the 
fliire  of  Linlithgow;  and  the  anci- 
ipnt  and  loyal  burgh  of  Ayr,  on  the 
prcfent  ftate  of  affairs,  the  difmif- 
fion  of  the  late  minillry,  &c.  &c. 

9.  The  following  is  the  fub- 
ilance  of  the  letter  from  Scilly, 
which  gives  an  account  to  the  di- 
rectors of  the  India  company  of  the 
jofs  of  the  Nancy  packer. 

"  A  perfon,  whofe  buftnefs  is  to 
attend  at  the  Scilly  Illands,  on  fee- 
ing fome  letters  warned  on  fliore, 
which,  on  opening,  he  found  came 
from  India,  fufpecling  fome  veflcl 
from  that  part  of  the  world  to  be 
loir,  offered  a  Urge  reward  for  any 
perfon  to  go  off;  they  accordingly 
difcovcred  a  wreck  under  water 
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with  great  difficulty,  and  got  tip  a 
packet  bag,  which  contained  fevc- 
ral  letters. 

"  The  following  arc  a  part  of  the 
paflTengers  known  to  have  been  on 
board  the  Nancy  at  the  time;  Mr. 
Percy,  furgeon  to  fir  rdward 
Hughes;  Mr.  Afhbumcr,  late  of 
the  council  at  Bombay  ;  Mr. Bond; 
Mr.  Page  and  fon ;  Mifs  A.  Thom- 
fon  ;  capt.  Haldane  ;  his  firft  and 
fecpnd  mate;  Mr*  M'Kenzie;  Mrs* 
Cargill,  and  au  infant  child  of 
twenty  month*  Qld.  The  bodies 
were  moftlv  naked,  and  fuppofed  to 
have  beeu  in  bed  at  the  time." 

— .  Mr.  Neibit's  divorce  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  in  the  houfc  of 
commons,  and  palled. 

— .  I  his  night's  gazette  contains 
addrcfles  to  his  majefty  from  the 
county  of  Stafford,  from  the  borough 
of  Cricklade ;  from  the  borough  of 
Penryn  ;  from  the  county  of  Ber- 
wick ;  from  the  provolt,  magis- 
trates, and  town-council  o*  the 
royal  burrow  of  Culrofs,  on  the 
difmiflion  of  the  late  minifters,  &c 

io.  The  eniej-tainmeiu  at  Carle- 
ton  Houfe  was  one  of  the  grandcii 
fpe&acles  that  we  have  had  in  thit 
country  for  years,  and  was  becom- 
ing the  prince  of  a  free  nation. 
The  dinner  was  riven  to  the  whole 
of  that  moft  reliable  body  of 
gentlemen  who  have  aflfcmblcd  at 
the  St.  Al ban's  Tavern,  with  the 
laudable  view  of  reconciling  the 
hoftile  parties  by  which  the  nation 
has  been  diltraded,  and  bringing 
about  an  union  capable  of  conduct- 
ing the  ftrong  meafures  necc&ry  in 
fo  critical  a  moment.  The  ball  at 
night  exhibited  a  fcenc  of  beauty 
and  magnificence  unparalleled.  Lady 
Beauchamp's  groupc,  confiihng  of 
herfelf,  her  fillers,  the  Mifs  Ingrams, 
and  the  Mifs  Talbots,  were  faid  to  be 
the  moft  cxquilitely  beautiful  of  any 
in  the  room.  They  were  all  five  in 
Spaniih  dre.res,  uniform,  ot  white 
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Crape  fpangled  with  gold,  and  orna- 
mented with  precious  Hones*  They 
had  the  fineit,  effe/t  in  the  dance. 

11.  At  a  meeting  of  the  gentle- 
men interefhrd  in  the  ifland  of  Gre- 
nada, the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent, 
Dominica,  Tobago,  St.  Chritto- 
pher,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat,  held 
at  the  .London  Tavern,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Young,  Bart,  in  the  chair  : 

Refolvedtunanimoufly,  That  this 
meeting,  imprefled  with  the  deepeft 
fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  humani- 
ty, jutlicc,  and  generofitv,  fo  ex- 
em  plan  ly  difplayed  by  his  excel- 
lency Monlicur  le  Marquis  de  Bou- 
ille,  in  his  feveral  conquers  and 
chief  command  over  the  above 
iflands,  during  the  larc  war,  beg 
leave  to  offer  to  his  excellency  this 
public  teftimony  of  their  veneration 
and  eltecm. 

Rcfolved,  That  a  committee, 
con  filling  of  Sir  William  Young, 
Bart,  lieutenant  general  Robert 
Melville,  William  Woodlcy,  efq. 
Richard  Neave,  efq.  Walter  Nif- 
b«rt,  efq.  Robert  LMncy,  efq.  John 
Anthony  Ruck er,  efq.  do  wait  up- 
on his  excellency  with  a  copy  of 
thefe  proceedings,  and  requcir, 
that  he  will  honour  this  meeting 
with  his  company  to  dinner  at  this 
place,  on  fuch  a  day  as  mav  bemoft 
agreeable  to  him  to  appoint,  with 
Such  of  his  friends  and  countrymen 
as  he-  may  pleafc  to  introduce. 

Rcfolved,  That  a  piece  of  plate 
be  prefented  to  Monfieur  Lc  Mar* 
quis  de  Bouille,  in  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  this  meeting,  as  a  fmall, 
but  grateful  tribute  due  to  his  mag- 
nanimity and  jutlice,  and  that  the 
above  committee  do  caufe  the  faid 
piece  of  plate  to  be  prepared,  and 
to  have  fublcribed  thereon,  the  fub- 
fiance  of  the  firlt  refolution. 

William  Yo-  kg,  Chairman. 

A  copy  of  the  above  proceedings 


being  prefented  by  the  committee 
to  Monfieur  Le  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
his  excellency  was  plcaied  to  make 
the  following  reply* 
**  Gentlemen, 
"  I  return  you  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  very  great  anddiitin- 
guiihed  honour  you  have  done  me* 
of  which  I  entertain  the  warmelt 
fenfe. 

**  My  conduct  towards  the  Weft- 
India  colonies,  which  fell  by  the 
fate  of  war,  under  the  dominion  of 
France,  was  fuch,  as  not  only 
flowed  from  the  examples  of  magna- 
nimity and  julHce,  given  by  my 
fovcrcign,  but  was  the  natural  re* 
fult  of  tint  high  eftcem  and  conn- 
deration,  which  1  have  always  held 
for  a  nation,  fo  refpeclable  and  re- 
nowned as  that  of  Great- Britain. — 
I  cannot,  therefore,  but  wholly  at- 
tribute the  value  you  are  plcafed  to 
fet  on  my  actions,  to  the  generality 
of  your  lentimcnts,  of  which  I  fliall 
prcferve  a  conftant  remembrance." 

it.  A  report  was  made  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  Sir  Afltton  Lever'a 
petition  had  been  referred  ;  and  the 
lame  being  read,  a  motion  was  af- 
terwards made 

"  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
enabling  Sir  A  Alton  Lever  to  dif- 
pofe  of  his  collection  of  fpecimens 
of  natural  hiftory,  exhibited  in 
Lciccfter  Fields,  by  wav  of  chance, 
in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  mod  for 
his  benefit."  Upon' the  que  ft  ion 
put,  leave  was  given  accordingly. 

13.  Between  three  and  four 
o'clock  Mr.  Pitt  went  as  privately 
as  pofTible  in  a  friend's  carriage,  at- 
tended only  by  one  gentleman,  to 
Goldfmith's  Hall,  Porter  Lane, 
where  a  moft  elegant  dinner  wa» 
provided  for  him  by  the  company. 
The  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
who  were  invited,  among  whom 
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were  carl  Temple,  earl  Chatham, 
lord  Sydney,  lord  Camel  ford,  lord 
JVlaboa,  &c.  alfo  took  the  precau- 
tion of  going  as  privately  as  pofli- 
ble,  fo  that  not  any  of  them  were 
difcovercd  by  the  populace,  till 
they  were  turnng  out  of  St.  Paul'* 
Church-yaf'd  into  Chcaplide  ;  when 
Mr.  Pitt's  carriage  being  joined 
by  one  of  the  others,  the  mob  dis- 
covered him,  and  made  nn  effort  to 
take  out  the  horfes,  and  drag  him 
to  the  hall ;  but  he  prevailed  on 
them  to  the  contrary,  as  the  di- 
ilance  he  had  to  go  was  fo  (bort. 

— .  This  night's  gazette  contains 
addrcflcs  to  his  majeity,  from  the 
county  of  Angicfey  ;  from  the  town 
of  Liverpool ;  from  the  town  of 
Bedford ;  from  the  borough  of 
Doncaller  and  town  of  Rotherham, 
in  Yorkfhire ;  from  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county  of  Bucks ;  from  the 
borough  of  Great  Marlow  ;  from 
the  borough  of  OaUiampton  ;  from 
the  borough  of  Biddeford  ;  from  the 
borough  of  Stockb ridge ;  from  the 
borough  of  Saltafh ;  and  from  the 
borough  of  Hanvich,  on  theprefent 
fit  u  at  ion  of  affairs. 

1 6.  At  twelve  o'clock  laft  night 
the  lord  mayor  received  a  letter 
from  the  right  hon.  W.  Pitt,  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  relative 
to  an  execution  for  i8o,rool.  be- 
ing levied  on  the  hon.  the  Eaft  India 
company.  Early  this  morning  his 
lordfhip  fent  for  the  fword-bearcr, 
and  ordered  fummonfes  for  a  court 
of  aldermen  yefterday.  His  lord- 
flu  the  fherirTs,  and  fevcral  alder- 
men had  a  conference  for  two  hours 
tin  this  extraordinary  occalion,  as 
the  execution  was  iaid  to  be  not 
ikrWily  regular.  The  officer  who 
levied,  not  with  Handing  the  large- 
fliifs  of  the  demand,  executed  the 
writ  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
principal*,  and  hU  fees  amount  to 


is.  fd.inthc  pound,  being  13,0001. 
The  execution  was  for  duties  to  go- 
vernment, and  it  is  faid  to  be  with- 
drawn by  confent  of  rainiflry. 

The  court  of  aldermen  have  fuf- 
pended  the  fecondary  of  the  Comp- 
ter for  having  on  his  own  mere  mo- 
tion, and  without  previous  autho 
rity  from  the  the  riffs,  levied  the 
above  execution. 

The  above  circumftance  is  an 
additional  proof  of  the  bad  confe- 
rences the  practice  of  felling  places 
in  the  city  is  liable  to.  The  lecon- 
dary  is  fo  far  the  deputy  of  the 
(herirTs  for  the  time  being,  that 
every  pecuniary  rifque,  officially 
incurred  by  the  imprudence  or 
mifconduft  of  the  former,  falls  upon 
the  latter ;  and  yet  the  fecondary's 
place  being  a  purchafe,  the  flic  riffs 
have  no  immediate  controul  over 
him* 

— .  This  night's  gazette  contain! 
addrefles  from  the  county  of  Eflex, 
from  the  town  of  Sunderland,  from 
the  corporation  of  Penzance,  from 
the  borough  of  Tregony,  from  the 
borough  of  Aihburton,  from  the 
borough  of  Ludlow,  from  the  town 
ofPaifley,  from  the  town  of  Kil- 
marnock, from  the  burgh  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, and  from  the  city  of 
Aberdeen,  humbly  thanking  his 
majefty  for  the  appointment  of  his 
prefent  minifters.  Likcwife  a  Se- 
cond addrefs  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Tfcgony,  cxpreffive  of  their  con- 
cern at  the  prefent  diftracled  Hate 
of  the  Britim  empire,  and  humbly 
imploring  his  majefty  to  call  fuch 
men  into  his  fervice  as  have  the  con- 
fidence of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people. 

17.  The  followine  aflair  was  dis- 
covered in  a  court  by  the  fide  of 
Fleet-Market.  .Some  of  the  lodgers 
fmelt  fomcthing  offenlive  up  two 
pair  of  flairs,  where  a  man  and  his 

family 
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family  lodged,  and  calling  to  the 
children  to  open  the  door,  they  re- 
plied they  could  doc  :  on  which  the 
people  burft  it  open,  when  they 
found  the  poor  woman  dead  upon 
the  bed,  and  four  children,  two 
boys  and  two  girls,  naked,  and  al- 
inoft  ftanred  to  death,  three  of  them 
fo  weak  for  want  of  food,  that  they 
could  not  ftand.  The  cldeft  boy, 
whocouldjuft  fpeak  tobeunderftood, 
faid,  that  his  mother  died  the  i^th 
of  February,  and  that  their  father 
left  them  foon  after.  1  he  parifli 
Officers  were  fent  for,  who  ordered 
them  to  be  carried  in  chain  to  the 
workhoufe,  and  great  care  to  be 
taken  of  them.  The  deccafed  was 
with  difficulty,  being  in  a  ftate  of 
putrefaction/ put  into  a  coffin,  to 
be  carried  to  the  workhoufe  for  in- 
terment. 

19.  The  fecond  reading  of  Mr. 
Chriftie's  divorce  bill  w  as  upon  mo- 
tion ycfterday  in  the  houfe  of  peers, 
further  adjourned  to  Tuefday  the 
30th  inftant. 

zo.  This  night's  gazette  contains 
an  addrefs  from  the  prefbvtcrian 
minifters  of  the  general  fy nod  of 
Ulfter,  in  Ireland,  cxpreflivc  of  a 
fleady  attachment  to  his  majefty's 
perfon  and  family,  and  of  grateful 
acknowledgements  for  his  majelty's 
royal  munificence  in  augmenting 
the  royal  bounty  towards  them.  An 
addrefs  from  the  gentlemen,  clergy, 
freemen,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Coventry,  prcfentcd  by  the  right 
hon.  lord  Sheffield,  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives in  parliament  for  the 
laid  city  on  the  prefent  alarming 
fituation  of  affairs,  the  difmillion  of 
the  late  miniflry,  and  expreflivr  of 
a  firm  reliance  on  his  majefty's  wif- 
dom  and  paternal  goodnefs  in  the 
employment  of  men  whofc  abilities 
and  unbiafTed  integrity  may  bed 
promote  the  welfare  and  happtnefs 


of  the  kingdom.  An  addrefs  from 
the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonal- 
ty of  the  city  of  Coventry,  pre- 
fen*ed  by  Richard  HopUn*,  efri. 
with  ajfur.ince3  of  fidelity  and  at  t  «ch  - 
menttohis  majefty's  perfon  and  fa- 
mily, and  congratulating  the  king 
on  his  appointment  of  the  prefent 
miniftry.  An  addrefs  from  the 
mayor  and  citizens  of  RochefteY ; 
the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Tewkelbury;  the  freeholders,  juf- 
tices,  and  heritors  of  the  count)*  of 
Edinburgh  ;  thanking  his  majefty 
for  the  juft  excrcife  of  his  preroga- 
tive, &c.  An  addrefs  from  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Red- 
ruth, lamenting  the  prefent  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  occafioncd  by  a  want 
of  a  firm  and  united  adminiftntion, 
and  cxprcflive  of  nn  earncit  hope 
that  his  mijefty  will,  in  compliance 
with  the  wiflirs  of  1I12  houfj  <>f  com- 
mon«,  ctII  into  his  councils  ftKh 
num  as  have  the  confidence  o»  par- 
liament, &c.  and  an  addrefs  from 
the  lord  provoft,  ma^tlr'ares,  and 
council  of  the  city  of  Glafgow, 
thanking  his  majefty  ft  r  his  late  en- 
deavours to  form  an  efficient,  firm, 
extended,  adtniniftration,  the  juit 
cxercifc  of  his  prerogative,  &c. 

— .  A  filvei  ladle,  elegantly  en- 
graved and  gilt,  given  by  the  right 
hop.  th?  carl  of  Or  ford,  was  run  for 
in  the  park  at  Houghton,  by  grey- 
hounds, the  property  of  farmer,  in 
that  neighbourhood.  No  fewer 
than  thirty-two  dogs  appeared  on 
ths  ojcaiion,  which  w\  rc  divided 
into  fix  box-hare  comics,  the  win- 
ner of  each  a^nin  ftarring  in  two  di- 
visions, and  the  two  be}  of  thefe 
co  11  r fed  a  field -hare  for  the  prize, 
which  \va<  won  by  a  red  and  vvhi  e 
dog  of  Mr.  Davy's. 

23.  /  s  two  ladies  and  a  gentle- 
man were  wa'king  from  D:ury-!ane 
theat'e  to  their  carriage,  which 
(B  2) 


PRINCIPAL  [March, 


it  odd  a  few  paces  down  Catherine  - 
iitreer,  rhey  were  fur  rounded  by  a 
fcandim  of  light-fingered  wretches 
who  ilruck  the  gentleman  a  violent 
blow  on  his  bread,  and  then  robbed 
him  of  his  watch,  money,  and  every 
thing  about  him  ;  the  ladies  were 
roughly  treated,  but  their  long 
cloaks  being  wrapped  round  them, 
prevented  their  pocket*  from  being 
peked. 

-—.  This  n'ght's  gazette  contains 
addreiTcs  to  his  majetly  from  the  gen- 
tlemen, clergy,  and  freeholders  of 
the  county  or  Carnarvon  ;  from  the 
jullices  of  the  peace  of  t he  county 
of  Invemefs;  from  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen, flieriffs  common-council, 
gentlemen,  clcrgv,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Chefter  ;  from  the 
lords  of  manor,  clergy,  freeholders, 
merchants,  trader*,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  port  of  Bi  idlington} 
from  the  mayor,  magiltrates,  bai- 
liffs, and  inhabitants  of  Guildford  j 
and  fiom  the  bailiff,  aldermen,  ca- 
pital burgcflls,  free  burgelTes,  Sec. 
of  New  Radnor,  in  Radnorihire,  on 
the  difmifiion  of  the  late  miniftry, 
&c. 

24.  Early  this  morning  fome 
thieves  broke  into  the  back  part  of 
the  houfe,  in!  ab:tcd  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  in  Great  Ormond  lirccr, 
having  got  over  the  wall,  jrom  the 
fields,  ir.to  the  garden,  and  from 
thence  into  the  aiea,  they  forced 
two  bars  of  the  kitchen  window,  and 
entered  the  houfe.  Having:  thus 
gained  an  entrance,  they  went  up 
liaits,  into  a  room  adjoining  the 
tiudy,  where  they  found  the  great 
leal  of  England";  this  they  took 
from  out  the  two  baps,  in  which  it  is 
alwty*  kept,  carrying  away  with 
them  the  plain  fe..l  only,  or  rather 
the  two  parts,  which  contlitute  the 
whole  ;  they  alfo  took  a  fum  of  mo* 
ncy,  not  very  confidcrable,  and 


two  filvcrhilted  fwords,  having  nVft 
drawn  them,  and  leaving  the  fob* 
bards  behind.  Not  one  of  his  lord- 
(hip's  fervants  heard  them  during 
their  ftay,  and  of  courlc  they  got 
off  with  rather  more  eale  than  'hey 
got  in.  Thefe  midnight  robbers, 
left  behind  them  their  implement  of 
indullry,  a  plain  tool  well  tempered, 
and  calculated  as  well  for  a  weapon 
of  defence  (if  oppofed)  as  an  in- 
ilrument  for  forcing  of  looks. 

His  majelly  went  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and  was  pleafed  to  prorogue 
the  parliament  with  a  moil  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

25.  The  parliament  was  diflblved 
by  royal  proclamation. 

27.  This  nieht's  traacttc  contains 
addreffes  from  Northumberland, 
Leiceller,  Warwick,  Wcnlock  in 
Sa'lop,  Dorfet,  Wigtown,  and  two 
from  Aberdeen,  in  favour  of  the 
prefent  miniftry,  &c. 

30.  At  the  clofc  of  the  poll  for 
the"  borough  of  Hertford,  the  num- 
bers were 

For  Mr.  Calvert,  365 
Baron  Dimfdale,  292 
Mr.  Baker,  223 
Whereupon  the  two  former  were 
declared  duly  elected. 

— .  A  meeting  washoldenatGuild- 
hall  for  nominating  four  perfons  to 
reprelent  the  city  of  London  in 
parliament,  when  the  flicw  of  hands 
was  declared  to  be  in  favout  of  fir 
Watkin  Lewes,  Mr.  Newnham, 
Mr.  Watfon,  and  Mr.  Pitt :  but  a 
poll  was  demanded  by  the  friends 
of  alderman  Sawbridge,  Mr.  Ar- 
kinfon,  and  Mr.  Smith.  Alder- 
man Pickett,  who  had  offered  hit 
fcrviccs,  declined  giving  any  fur- 
ther trouble.  Among  other  fpi- 
rited  refolutions  agreed  to  in  the 
common  hall,  by  the  a  I  moll  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  liverymen  ever 
aflembled,  the  mod  material  was  a 
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teft,  that  they  would  to  the  utmoft 
of  theirpowcr  intorcc  the  inrtruc- 
tions  of  their  conllituents  legally 
convened  in  common  hall  for  that 
purpofe,  or  rcfign  if  fuch  in fl ruc- 
tions fliould  militate  againlt  their 
judgment. 

31.  Came  on  the  election  for  the 
town  of  Kindlon  upon  Hull,  and 
at  the  dole  of  the  poll  the  following 
day  at  noon,  the  numbers  were 
For  \V.  VV  ilberforce,  efq.  807 
Samuel  Thornton,  efq.  751 
David  Hartley,  efq.  337 
Upon  which  the  two  former  were 
declared  duly  elected. 

APRIL. 

1.  This  day  being  appointed  by 
the  high  bailiff  for  the  numiiiation 
ot  candidates,  to  reprcfefit  the 
city  of  Wcflminftcr  in  parliament, 
an  immenfc  body  of  people  aflem- 
bled  in  Covent-Garden  before  ten 
o'clock.  About  noon  lord  Hood 
and  lir  Cecil  Wray  afcended  the 
huttings,  attended  by  a  numerous 
train  of  friends  ;  and  foon  after 
Mr.  Fox.  preceded  by  a  band  of 
muhc  and  feveial  flags,  arrived 
from  St.  James's-  Itreet. — The  writ, 
with  the  act  to  prevent  bribery  and 
corruption  being  read,  the  feveial 
candidates,  lord  Hood,  fir  Cecil 
Wray,  and  Mr.  Fox  were  about  to 
be  nominated  as  candidates,  w  hen 
the  high  bailiff,  judging  it  impoifible 
to  coll  eel  the  fenle  of  the  electors 
from  the  tumult  which  prevailed, 
was  of  opinion,  that  as  a  poll  had 
been  demanded  by  feveral  of  the 
r lectors,  a  (hew  of  hands  was  not 
neccflary  on  the  occafion. 

Mr.  Baker  came  forward,  and  ex- 
prcfled  his  wifli  that  the  fenfe  of 
the  electors  might  be  taken  by  the 
ufual  mode  of  a  (hew  of  hands,  but 
the  high  bailiff  pcrfilling  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  point  was  given  up. 


E   N   C   E   S.  (21) 

Mr.  Baker  made  a  lorg  (perch 
in  favtiur  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  palled 
the  higheit  eulojriums  on  hi*  inte- 
grity and  abilities,  and  re  com  - 
mended  him  in  the  warmelt  manner 
to  the  electors.    He  was  anfwered 

by 

Dr.  Jebb,  who  addrcfled  the  people 
nearly  in  the  following  words  : — 
"  Before  1  (hall  enter  upon  the 
merits  of  the  gentleman  whom  I 
(hall  recommend  to  your  fuffrages, 
I  will  fpeak  upon  a  point  which 
bears  no  reference  to  party,  but 
which  immediately  and  highly  in- 
terells  yourfclves.  Till  the  fpirit  • 
of  the  people  (hall  have  reftored 
the  primitive  conftitution  of  parlia- 
ment, it  becomes  you,  when  dele- 
gating  a  truit  for  fo  long  a  term  as 
feven  years,  to  ufe  every  precau- 
tion in  your  power  that  fo  impor- 
tant a  truit  lliall  not  be  abufed. 
After  the  example  of  the  city  of 
London,  I  (hall  therefore  propofe 
the  following  declaration,  which  I 
conceive  no  candidate,  that  meant 
well  to  the  people,  can  object  to» 

"  1  do  declare  upon  my  honour, 
that  upon  a  fair  (ign  neat  ion  of  the 
withes  of  my  constituents,  1  will 
either  act  in  conformity  to  their  in- 
ftructinns,  or  embrace  the  Hrft  op» 
portunity  of  vacating  my  feat." 

Dr.  Jebb  then  proceeded  to  de- 
clare, that,  in  order  to  warn  pcr- 
fons,  who  might  hereafter  obtain 
the  affections  of  the  people,  againft 
infulting  their  hnnelt  feelings,  it, 
became  them  to  (hew  their  abhor- 
rence of  the  coalition,  by  a  rejection 
of  that  candidate,  who  had  failed 
the  part  expectations  of  the  people 
of  England,  and  hid  joined  with  a 
fct  of  men,  who  had  brought  this 
countrv  to  the  brink  of  deft  ruction. 
He  declared  his  high  approbation 
of  the  parliamentary  conduct  of  fir 
Cecil  Wray,  which  had  ever  been 
honourable,  uniform,  and  confittcnt ; 
(B  3)  atton* 
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attentive  to  his  duties,  the  friend 
of  parliamentary  reform,  and  at- 
tached from  principle  to  the  canic 
of  freedom  ;  and  he  n  >m  natcd  bim 
with  full  confidence  that  he  would 
ferwe  them  with  fidelity  and  zeal. 

Mr.  Fox  advanced  next,  but  the 
unccafing  clamour  and  applaufe  he 
received,  prevented  him  from  fay- 
ing more  than  a  few  words,  which 
could  not  be  diftinctly  heard. 

Lord  Hood  and  hr  Cecil  Wray 
then  came  forward,  lord  Hood 
was  heard  for  a  few  minutes ;  he 
declared  he  had  no  perfonal  wifli  to 
gratify,  in  oiicring  himfelt  a  candi- 
date ;  his  only  ambition  was  to 
ferve  his  country,  and  if  the  elec- 
tors thought  proper  to  honour  him 
with  their  voluntary  fuffrages,  he 
ihould  confidcr  it  as  one  of  the 
greatcft  honours  of  his  life. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  made  feveral  at- 
tempts to  fpeak,  but  to  no  purpofe ; 
the  tumult  became  immoderate 
whenever  he  appeared. 

At  Wood's  hotel  enfljps  of  the 
French  and  Spanifh  nations  taken 
by  admiral  Hood  during  the  late 
war  were  difplayed,  and  a  band  of 
mufic,  playing  Britons  flrike  home, 
was  featcd  in  the  windows  of  the 
hotel. — A  flag  was  dif  played  before 
the  huflings,  on  which  was  w  ritten, 
Lord  Hood,  Sir  Cecil  Wray  ; — No 
Bribery  ;— No  Receipt  Tax  ;  and 
under  thefe  words,  the  Ville  de 
Paris  was  difplayed. 

On  Mr  Fox's  flags  were  written 
Fox  and  the  Conrtitution  ;  No  Tax 
on  Maid  Servants ;  and  May  Chel- 
fca  Kofpital  ftand  forever! 

The  whole  was  one  continued 
fcenc  of  riot  and  confufion,  till 
about  two  o'clock.  The  poll  then 
commenced,  and  continued  till 
three,  when  Mr.  Fox  came  forward 
and  thanked  the  electors  for  their 
iuppcrt,  declaring  that  it  Ihould  be 


his  conftant  ftudy  to  merit  their 
free  fuffrages. 

— .  This  night's  gazette  contains 
addrefles  from  Yorkshire  ;  from  the 
high  (beriff  and  grand  jury  of  Sur- 
ry ;  from  Devonfhire  ;  from  Ox- 
fordshire ;  from  the  high  (beriff  and 
grand  uiry  of  Devonfhire;  from 
I>enl  r;hilirc  ;  from  the  county  of 
Aii  ;  from  Scarborough  ;  and  from 
licnley  upon  Thames,  in  iavour  of 
the  prefent  miniftry. 

London,  April  *,  1784. 
At  a  very  large  and  refpeclable 
meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  Mid- 
dlefcx,  held  this  day,  by  public  ad* 
vcrtifemcnt,  at  the  Mermaid  at 
Hackney,  for  the  nomination  of 
candidates  to  reprefent  the  county 
in  the  enfuing  parliament,  the  (he- 
rifts  opened  the  bufinefs,  and  de- 
clared, that  if,  on  the  (hew  of 
hands,  any  doubt  ihould  arifc,  they 
would  grant  them  a  divifion,  and 
that  the  nominees  or  feconds  mould 
be  the  tellers  on  fuch  divifion.  John 
Wilkes,  efq.  George  Byng,  efq. 
and  William  Mainwaring,  efq.  were 
then  nominated  as  candidates. 

Before  the  (hew  of  handy  was 
taken,  it  was  mov'ed  and  (Seconded, 
that  the  following  teft  ihould  be 
figned  by  each  candidate,  viz. 

44  I  do  folemnly  declare,  that  if 
I  (hould  be  elected  a  member  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  1  will  faithfully  and 
fully  obey  the  inftrudrions  and  di- 
rections of  my  conflituents,  when- 
ever they  (hall  be  convened  for  that 
purpofe.  1  alfo  pledge  myfelf  to 
promote,  as  fpccdaly  as  may  be,  a 
more  fair  and  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  and  the  (hortening 
of  the  duration  of  parliament." 
Which  motion  being  put,  was  car* 
ried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  very 
large  majority. 

The  tcitoe^g  then  offered  to  the 

three 
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three  gentlemen,  Meff.  Wilkes  and  which  being  put,  was  carried  unani- 

Mainwaring  figned  it,  and  Mr.  mouily  in  the  affirmative. 

Byng  refufed.  A  motion  was  then  made  and  fc« 

The  candidates  were  then  fere-  Conded,  that  the  proceedings  of  this 

rally  put  up,  and  the  (heriffs  de-  day  be  figned  by  the  ihcfiffs  and 

clared  Meff,  Wilkes  and  Mainwa-  inferted  in  the  public  paper,, which 

ring  had  a  majority.  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  at- 

After  the  declaration  was  made  Urinative  by  a  very  conhdeiubie 

by  the  fherifB,  the  friends  of  Mr.  majority. 

Byng  applied  for  a  divifion  ;  on  A  motion  w:>s  then  made  and  fe- 
which  an  altercation  took  place  on  conded,  that  this  meeting  do  now 
the  mode  of  fuch  divifion,  and  fome  adjourn,  which  being  put,  was  car- 
rime  after,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Byng  ried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  very 
drew  off  to  the  lower  part  of  the  conliderable  majority, 
garden,  when  the  (henff  and  the  Barn  a*  d  Tuhnfr, 
friends  of  each  candidate  told  them,  Thomas  Skinner. 
amounting  to  325  or  328.    Meffrs.  — .  Came  on  the  election  for  the 
Wilkes  and  Mainwaring,  and  their  city  of  Biiftol,  when  the  candidates 
friends,  were  then  applied  to,  to  were,  Matthew  BrickdaJe,  George 
adopt  the    fame  method.      Mr.  Paubeny,  Henry  Crugcr,  and  Sa- 
Wilkes's  friends  came  forward,  and  muel  Peach,  efqrs. 
about  thirty  were  told  by  the  Ihe-  5.  The  election  ended  for  the 
riffs ;  but  the  friends  of  MefTrs.  city  of  Norwich,  when  the  num- 
Wilkcs  and  Mainwaring  then  re-  bers  were,  for 
fufed  to  proceed  any  further  in  the  Sir  Harbord  Harbord,  2305 
bufinefa,  faying,  as  the  iheriffs  had  Mr.  Windham,  j  297 
no  doubt  on  the  fhew  of  hands,  they  Mr.  Hobart,  1233 
would  not  agree  to  a  divifion.  6.  At  three  o'clock  the  poll  for 
A  motion  was  then  made  and  fc-  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
conded,   that  the  thanks  of  the  the  city  of  London  finally  clofed. 
meeting  be  given  to  the  fhcrifrs  for  The  numbers  of  each  day's  poll 
their  fair  and  impartial  conduct :  were  as  follow : 

Tu.   W.     Th.     F.      S.     M.    Tu.  Total. 
Watfon,  101    717    1148    1057    497    718    551  4789 

637 


90  637  1078  1008  488  724  537  4554 

Newnham,          too  635  1066  1010  482  684  494  4471 

Sawbridge,            73  435  673  573  292  420  357  3823 

Atkinfon,             57  362  583-  614  293  471  424  3816 

Smith,                 20  257  287 

Pitt,                   5*  56 

— .  The  pofl  for  the  city  of  York  have  declined  the  poll  for  York  - 

Anally  clofed,  when  the  numbers  (hire. 

flood  as  follow  :  — .  On  the  clofc  of  the  poll  for 

For  lord  Galway,  1086  Cambridge,  the  numbers  were,  for 

R.  S.  Milne?,  efq.    1019  Mr.  Pitt,  .  334. 

Lord  T.  Cavendifli,     91 1  Lord  Eufton,  288 

Sir  William  Milner,    802  Mr.  Townfhend,  267 

Mr,  Foljambe  and  Mr.  Wcddel       Mr.  Mnntficld,  181 

(B4)  7-Mf. 
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7.  Mr.  Recorder  made  his  re- 
port 10  his  majefly  of  the  convicts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New- 
gate :  William  Martin  alias  Tho- 
mas Banks,  Daniel  Clarke,  John 
Davifon,  Alexander  Cullum,  Wil- 
liam Hubbard,  Richard  M'Donagh, 
Charles  Manning,  Paniel  Gunrer, 
John  Smith,  James  Burn,  William 
Profler,  John  Jacob,  Sainucl  Sel- 
ihire,  and  William  Smith  alias 
Burnham ;  when  William  Profler, 
Richard  M*Donagh,  William  Mar- 
tin alias  Thomas  Banks  and  Wil- 
liam Smith  alias  Burnham,  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Wednef- 
day  next,  the  14th  intrant,  at  the 
new  place  of  execution  t>cfore  New? 
gate. 

£*tr*R  of  a  Utter  from  Bath^  Apr^  7. 

Our  election  is  this  minute  over, 
lyhen  the  qumfcers  appeared  thus  : 
Hon.  J.  J.  Pratt,  3j 
Abel  Moyfey,  efq.  17 
Right  hon.  W.  Pitt,  1 2 

— .  1  he  flate  of  the  pojl  for  Suf- 
folk this  evening : 
bir  John  Rous,  1652 
Jothua  Grigby,  efq.  ia8j 
Sir  Charles  Bimbury,       7  39 
r-.  At  the  meeting  at  Bedford,  for 
the  election  of  members  for  the 
county,  the  (hew  of  hands  in  the 
hal)  appeared  in  favour  of  lords 
Ongley  and  Offory.    A  poll  was 
immediately  demanded  for  the  ho- 
nourable St.  Andrew  St.  John. 

— It  is  remarkable  that  through 
the  whole  principality  of  Wales, 
there  is  not  a  tingle  contcft  on  the 
prefent  general  election. 

— .  A  correfpondent,  well  ac- 
quainted W4ih  all  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumilances,  has  fent  the  following 
particulars  of  the  unfortunate  family 
lately  difco>ered  in  the  Flectrmar- 
kct: 

The  father  was  fome  years  a  re- 
putable tradesman  in  Hoiborq,  but 


having  through  unavoidable  loflcr 
twice  failed,  he  was,  with  a  wiro 
and  four  children,  reduced  to  the 
greutcft  neceility ;  however,  his 
friends  having  pure  ha  fed  him  the 
place  of  a  fterirFs  officer,  his  af- 
fairs begun  to  wear  a  fpmetbiog 
better  afpect ;  but  a  perfon,  ar- 
retted for  a  confiderable  fum,  hav- 
ing clcapcd  from  him,  he  was  fued 
for  the  debt,  and  confined  for  two 
years  in  the  Fleet,  Irom  whence  he 
was  at  lad  delivered  at  the  burning 
that  prifon  by  the  rioters ;  by 
which,  though  he  recovered  his 
liberty,  he  lolt  his  cloaths  and 
every  thing  he  had,  which  were 
conlumed  in  the  flames. 

Thus  turned  pcnnylcfs  smd  al* 
rnotr  naked  into  the  world,  he  took 
a  garret  in  the  Fleet  market,  and 
the  landlord  quitting  the  houfo 
foon  after,  his  fucccflbr-  (feeing 
only  a  decent-looking  man,  appa^ 
rpntly  much  diihefled,  and  a  girl 
abput  iix  or  feven  years,  old,  who 
daily  came  down  for  a  pennyworth 
of  milk,  and  filled  a  large  jug  with 
water)  knew  nothing  of  the  refi  of 
the  family.  The  lis  circumftancea, 
raifing  his  curioGty,  he  endeavour? 
ed  to  get  into  the  room,  but  could 
not  gain  admittance,  the  door  be- 
ing inflantly  (hut  whenever  he  was 
heard  on  the  flairs  ;  but, .being  de- 
termined to  get  in,  he  took  fome 

Seople  up  with  him,  a#d  forced  rhc 
oor,  tthen  they  difcovcred  a  fceno 
of  ditlrefa  fcarccly  to  be  equalled  ; 
a  woman  almofl  totally  naked,  a  boy 
about  twelve  entirely  fo,  betides 
the  father,  and  the  girl  above- 
mciuioned\  Eight  (h  llings  were 
gathered  for  their  relief  among  thf 
fpectators,  the  acceptance  of  which 
be  ng  declined  by  the  parents,  it 
was  given  privately  to  the  young-, 
t  {}  }/irl ;  and  the  landlord  forgiving 
whit  rent  was  due,  he,  with  hii 
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daughter,  took  another  apartment  mas  Durant)  read  over  the 

at  the  houfe  where  the  final  difco-  of  Aftlcy,  Coke,  and  Woiehoufe. 

very  was  made,  but  without  the  The  name  of  4ftlcy  was  echoed 

leal!  intimation  of  their  having  a^y  round  the  hall  with  continued  burftt 

more  in  family.    Here  they  con*  of  applaufe  j  Mr.  Coke  next  was 

tinued  a  coafidcrable  time,  till  fe-  received  with  great  acclamations, 

vcral  voices  being  overheard  in  the  Sir  John  Wodehoufe  then  came 

room,  and  holes  being  bored  in  the  forward,  and  his  friends  were  al- 

wainlcot,  the  whole  family,  with  moft  equally  loud.    Sir  Thomas 

the  addition  of  another  naked  boy,  Durant  endeavoured  to  take  ths> 

who  fcemed  about  fixtecn,  were  {hew  of  hands  for  each  candidate, 

ieen  fitting  on  the  ground  round  a  but  in  vain  ;  for  upwards  of  two 

tub,  with  a  board  laid  over  for  a  .  hours,  the  hall  was  in  a  continual 

table,  and  the  mother  dividing  a  buftle  and  uproar.     The  (he riff, 

loaf  among  them,  of  which  (he  finding  it  impoffibie  to  take  the 

kept  a  very  fmall  part  to  herfelf.  *fenfc  of  the  county  on  the  nomina- 

In  confequencc  of  this  difcovery  tion,  withdrew.    Sir  Edward  Aft- 

the  landlord  demanded  his  rent,  ley,  apprehending  the  ftrength  of 

not  having  vet  received  any,  and  the  county  much  in  Mr  Coke's 

the  man  told  him,  that,  not  with-  favour,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 

(landing  his  prefent  wretched  cir-  propofed  himfelf  as  joint  candidate, 

cumftances,  he  had  a  certain  pro-  10  The  right  honourable  Ed- 

fpert  of  being  foon  extricated  from  mund  Burke  was  inftallcd  in  the 

them,  as  the  whole  fortune  of  a  office  of  lord  rector  of  the  univerfity 

relation,  who  was  very  rich  and  of  Glafgow,  he  was  attended  by 

very  old,  mud  come  to  him    Be*  feveral  perfons  of  rank  and  emi- 

ing  quelHoned  as  to  the  increafe  of  nence  ;  the  fpefrators  were  very 

his  iamily,  he  acknowledged  that  numerous,  and  terrified  their  Iktis- 

he  brought  in  his  wife  and  the  faction  by  the  higheft  marks  of  ap- 

voungeft  boy  late  at  night  in  a  probation  and  applaufe.    His  lord- 


fack  ;  that  the  other,  who  had  been 
articled  to  an  attorney,  and  had 
parted  with  his  mailer  by  agree- 
ment, came  to  him  fince  he  had 
been  there,  and  that  they  had  fub 


(hip,  after  taking  the  oaths  of  of* 
fice,  at  Id  relied  the  meeting  in  a 
polite  and  elegant  fpcech  Anted  to 
the  occafion.  Having  attended 
public  worlhip  in  the  college  cha- 


filled  on  hi*  cloaths  till  he  had  not  pel,  he  was  afterwards  entertained 
a  rag  left.  He  added,  he  had  an-  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  univerfity, 
other  child,  a  young  woman,  who  1 The  following  are  the  amend  - 
had  contributed  all  in  her  power  ed  lifts  to  fill  up  the v  vacancy  of 
towards  their  fupport.    Being  ad-   Ealt  India  directors. 

House  List  amended. 
John  Manfliip,  efq. 
Francis  Baring,  e(q. 
John  Harrifun,  erq. 
George  Cummin^,  efq. 
James  Moffat,  efq. 
R  (chard  Lewin,  efq. 
P»opribtos*  List  amended. 
John  Manfhip,  efq. 
Francis  Baring,  efq. 

Joh* 


vifed  to  apply  to  the  pariih,  it  agi- 
tated him  very  much,  and  he  de- 
clared he  would  rather  patiently 
fubmit  to  his  diftrefles  than  receive 
charity  from  any  one. 

8.  There  was  a  very  numerous 
meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  at  the  town  hall 
at  Norwich,  for  the  nomination  of 
(Update*   The.Aieriff  (fir  Tho- 
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John  Motteux,  cfq. 
Edmund  Boehm,  cfq. 
Hugh  Inglis,  cfq. 
Richard  Lewin,  cfq. 
14.  The  election  tor  fix  direc- 
tors of  the  Ealt  India  company 
came  on  at  the  India-houfc :  upon 
calling  up  of  the  ballot,  the  num- 
bers were  as  follow : 

John  Manfliip,  efq.  778 
Francis  Baring,  eiq.  021 
Edmund  Boehm,  cfq.  597 
Hugh  Inglis,  cfq.  567 
John  Motteux,  cfq.  470 
Paul  Le  Mefurier,  cfq.  469 
James  Moifatt,  efq.  468 
John  Harrilbn,  elq.  435 
George  Cuming,  cfq.  414 
James  King,  eiq.  337 
Richard  Lcwin,  efq.  6| 
— .The  following  malefactors  were 
executed  before  Newgate,  viz.  Wil- 
liam Martin  alias  Thomas  Banks, 
for  a  burglary  in  the   houfe  of 
Charles  Pavcy  ;  William  Proffer, 
for  privately  ftcaling  from  Ifaac 
Poland,  in  one  of  the  avenues  of 
Drury-lane  play  houfe,  a  handker- 
chief and  eleven  (hillings  and  fix 
pence ;    Richard  M'Donagh,  for 
robbing  Robert  Heller  on  the  high- 
way, near  Battlebridge,  of  a  filver 
watch,  three  guineas,  and  a  pair 
of  filver  fpurs ;  and  William  Smith 
alias  Burnham,  for  felonioufly  af- 
faulting  William  Rowe,  in  Cow- 
crofs,  and  robbing  him  of  a  hat. 
The  behaviour  of  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferers  fecmed  to  indicate  the  finccr- 
eft  contrition,  and  was  in  every 
refpeft  becoming  their  unhappy 
fit  nation. 

20.  This  evening,  at  ten  o'clock, 
the  poll  was  finally  clofed  at  Bed- 
ford, when  there  appeared, 
For  lord  Oflbry,  1050 
Mr.  St.  John,  974 
Lord  Ongley,  973 
A  fcrutiny  was  demanded  by  lord 
Ongley  j  but  as  the  whole  had  been 


a  Ariel  fcrutiny,  and  deeds  fetched 
from  a  great  di  (lance,  to  fettle  the 
bufinefs,  it  was  refufed,  as  the  poll 
had  been  open  twelve  days,  and  there 
never  was  an  in  fiance  of  its  not 
being  fettled  in  two  days  before. 

21.  Came  on  the  election  for  tho 
county  of  Bucks,  when  the  right 
honourable  W.  W.  Grenvilk,  John 
Aubrey,  efq.  and  earl  Verney,  were 
propofed  as  candidates. 

The  flicriff  adjourned  the  poll  at 
two  o'clock,  on  account  of  a  raott 
violent  riot,  in  which  the  mob  to- 
tally deltroyed  the  booths ;  how- 
ever, by  the  great  exertion  of  the 
fheritF  and  the  candidates,  it  was 
quelled,  and  about  forty  of  the 
ringleaders  fecurcd,  and  eommitted 
to  the  county  gaol. 

— .  One  of  the  gang,  who  broke 
into  the  lord  chancellor's  houfe,  in 
Great  Ormond-ftreet,  is  now  in 
cuftody ;  four  other  men,  not  a* 
vet  taken,  were  concerned  in  the 
burglary.  The  great  feal  was  not 
found  in  his  poflefflon,  but  was  . 
fold  to  a  Jew  receiver,  and  melted 
down  immediately,  with  a  few  filver 
fpoons ;  the  receiver  was  appre- 
hended, but  has  iincc  efcaped,  and 
diligent  fearch  is  now  making  after 
him.  It  is  faid,  a  woman  who  lived 
with  the  Jew,  has  made  an  affidavit 
relative  to  the  pcrfon,  who,  on  the" 
morning  of  the  robbery,  brought 
the  great  feal  and  fpoons,  and  was 
prefent  when  the  money  was  paid 
by  the  receiver,  and  faw  the  lame 
put  into  the  crucible,  and  melted 
down.  The  above  gang  are  tho 
fame  who  brok«  into  lord  Grant- 
ham's houfe,  Privy-garden,  and 
carried  oil'  many  valuable  antique 
rings  and  medals. 

Another  account  fays,  William 
Vandcput  was  ycfterday  committed 
to  the  New  Gaol,  Southwark,  where 
he  is  now  double  ironed,  on  a  charge 
of  a  burglary  in  the  houfe  of  the. 
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lord  chancellor,  and  dealing  there- 
out the  great  feal.  A  Jew  in  Pet- 
ticoat-lane  was  yelkejday  afternoon 
apprehended,  on  an  information 
againft  him  for  having  purchafed 
and  melted  the  great  feal  into  an 
ingot ;  but  while  he  was  conducing 
to  the  Rotation-office  in  South wark, 
for  examination,  he  was  refcued 
from  the  peace  officers  by  eight 
ruffians.  The  Jew  melted  the  feal 
while  the  robbers  remained  in  his 
houfe. 

22.  Came  on  the  election  for  the 
county  of  Middlefcx,  at  Brentford, 
for  two  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
liament ;  at  the  clofe  of  the  poll, 
the  numbers  were  as  follow ; 
For  Mr.  Main  waring,  179* 
Mr.  Wilkes,  1518 
Mr.  Byng,  1 504 

13.  ForW.Mainwaring,efq.  21 17 
John  Wilkes,  cfq.  1858 
George  Byng,  efq.  1787 

Majority  for  Mr.  Main  waring,  330 
Ditto  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  7 1 

After  which  a  fcrutiny  was  de- 
manded by  Mr.  Byng,  and  fix  or 
feven  of  his  friends,  which  was  al- 
lowed by  the  flieriff,  and  the  coun- 
ty court  was  thereupon  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  at  the  fheriff's  office,  in 
Toole's  court,  Curfitor-ftreet,  Chan- 
cery-lane, then  and  there  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  faid  fcrutiny. 

At  one  part  of  the  firft  day's 
poll  at  Brentford,  Mr.  Byng  was 
a-head  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  above  230. 

24.  The  right  honourable  Charles 
James  Fox  was  prefented  by  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  bur- 
geflis,  with  the  freedom  of  the 
borough  of  Bridgcwater,  Somertet, 
and  therewith  chofen  recorder  for 
the  fame,  in  the  room  of  Verc 
fcoulctt,  brother  to  Anne  Poulett, 
jnemter  for  the  faid  borough,  &c. 


Extrafl  of  a  Utter  from  ]&rkivallt 
April  26. 
This  day  came  on  the  election 
of  a  member  for  the  northern  dif- 
trict  of  the  boroughs  in  Scotland, 
when  rhe  delegates  from  the  towns 
of  Wick  and  Dornock  voted  for 
John  Sinclair,  efej.  late  member  for 
Caithncfs,  and  nnce  returned  for 
Leilwithiel,  in  Cornwall ;  and  the 
delegates  from  Tain,  Dingwall,  and 
Kirkwall,  for  the  right  honourable 
Charles  James  Fox,  upon  which 
Mr.  Fox  was  declared  duly  elected. 
Objections,  however,  were  ftated 
to  the  delegates  from  Kirkwall  and 
Dingwall ;  and  it  was  farther  con- 
tended, that  Mr.  Fox,  not  being  a 
qualified  b  urge  fa  in  any  of  the 
towns,  was confequently  ineligible; 
from  which  it  is  fuppoled,  that  the 
merits  of  the  election  will  yet  un- 
dergo the  conlideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, 

27.  This  evening  there  was  an- 
other private  examination  of  Mr. 
Robert fon,  who  is  in  confinement 
on  a  fufpicion  of  forgery-. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  people, 
the  above  mentioned  affair,  which  ia 
certainly  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
will  in  all  probability  turn  out  a 
manoeuvre,  put  in  practice  to  fcrve 
the  purpofes  of  an  election. 

Dumfries  was  the  place  at  which 
this  gentleman  was  canvafling,  and 
the  warrant  for  his  apprehmfion 
came  to  him  as  he  was  on  the  hut- 
tings, or  in  his  way  thither. 

What  has  tranlpired  of  this  af- 
fair is  to  the  following  purport. 
Mr.  R.  in  the  courie  of  his  con- 
cerns, which  are  very  cxtenfive  at 
a  naval  agent,  received,  among 
other  effects  of  a  deceafed  purfer, 
the  forged  bill  on  the  v:ctu»lling- 
officc,  which  now  is  become  the 
fubject  of  enquiry.  As  he  received 
it,  fo  it  was  prefented  for  payment : 
7  when 
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when  being  found  to  be  untru?,  ap- 
plication was,  according  to  the 
ukial  forms  in  all  fuch  cafes,  made 
to  Mr.  Robertion,  and  he  was  taken 
into  cultody.  There  arc,  however, 
the  ftrongeft  preemptions  in  the 
favour  of  his  innocence,  viz.  the 
magnitude  of  his  fortune,  at  lead 
150,0001 ;  that  the  bill  in  qucllion 
was  not  to  be  in  the  fmalleft  man- 
ner beneficial  to  the  eftate  of  M  r. 
R.  but  of  his  employer  merely  ; 
and,  above  all,  the  fmall  value  of 
the  forgery,  which,  at  the  moll, 
co  lid  not  have  profited  him  much 
above  zocl. 

29.  Chriftopher  Atkinfon,  efq. 
late  contractor  with  government 
for  corn,  appeared  in  the  court  of 
King's  bench,  in  confequence  of 
bis  being  convicted  in  June  laft  of 
perjury.  Mr.  Bcarcroft,  his  lead- 
ing counfel,  moved  an  arrcll  of 
judgment  on  two  points  :  as  foon 
as  he  had  finiflied  his  arguments, 
the  court  committed  Mr.  Atkinfon 
to  the  King's-bench  until  next 
Thurfday,  when  the  points  are  to 
be  further  argued. 

30.  The  court  of  delegates  held 
their  fecond  fitting  at  Serjeant  Vinn 
hall,  on  the  final  adjudication  of 
the  validity  of  Mr.  Morris's  mar- 
riage with  the  celebrated  Mils  Har- 
ford, when  Dr.  Wynne  and  Mr. 
Mansfield  were  heard  on  the  part 
of  the  lady  ;  on  whofe  pait  there 
remains  alfo  to  be  heard  Mr.  Lee. 
Counfel  attending  for  Mr.  Morris 
were  Mr.  attorney-general,  Mr. 
Bearcroft,  Dr.  Bcver,  and  Dr.  Scott. 
Mr.  Morris's  advocates,  to  the 
honour  of  the  profeifion,  in  com- 
pliment to  him  and  the  importance 
of  the  caufc,  which  involves  in  it 
the  validity  of  many  thoufand  mar- 
riages  of  Englifli  fubjects  had 
abroad,  and  the  legitimation  of  nu- 
merous children,  attend  without 
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fees;  the  other  counfel- have 'each 
of  them  twenty  guineas  a  night. 
The  delegates  who  lit,  are  the  arch- 
biihop  of  York,  the  earl  of  Gal- 
loway,  lord  sondes,  the  bifliop  of 
Rocheller,  the  b;mop  or  Bath  and 
Wells,  Mr.  jufiice  Willes,  Mr. 
baron  Eyre,  Mr.  baron  Hotharc, 
Dr.  Calvert,  and  lir  James  Mar- 
riott. The  court  lit  again  this 
evening. 

Ext.  rtJ?  of  a  letter  from  a  eadrt  on 
board  the  Kfajjlon  Ecft  Indiaman^ 
en  h'rs  etrr  '"val  rn  Bengal. 
I  piomiftd  to  write  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  Kingllon,  1  now  lit 
down  to  perform  that  engagement. 
— Off  Ceylon,  at  half  pall  11  A.M. 
the  alarm  of  lire  was  given  below. 
Ever)'  body  was  on  deck  in  an  in- 
ftant,  looking  for  their  own  fafcty. 
So  many  crouded  into  the  boat, 
through  the  confufiou,  they  upfct 
the  moment  they  touched  the  wa- 
ter, on  being  hoilled  out.  The 
chief  and  fecond  officer  did  every 
thing,  at  fir!>,  that  was  in  their 
power;  but  the  fmoke  proceeding 
from  below,  where  it  began,  no  one 
could  ftand  on  the  lower  deck  with- 
out being  fuftocatcd.  In  attempt- 
ing to  cut  down  the  awning,  on  the 
quarter  deck,  one  half  was  cleared 
away  and  the  other  left  hanging  ; 
which  tho.tked  the  hatchway  and 
fcuttlcs  ;  lb  that  very  little  fmoke 
could  be  obferved  bv  the  otl>cr 
fhips  till  it  was  too  late.  No 
kind  oCfignal  was  made.  The  Van- 
littart  was  the  ncarcfl.  On  per- 
ceiving our  dirticfs.  (he  fired  two 
guns,  fignals  to  the  other  two 
ihip3,  which  were  two  and  three 
miles  ahead:  tkey  tacked  imme- 
diately* I  remained  on  board  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  (hip 
was  on  fire.  By  the  time  it  had 
proceeded  over  the  quarter  deck, 
~nd  caught  bold  of  the  fail*  on  the 

main- 
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main-ma^,  I  thought  it  full  time  to 
fhift  for  my  (elf.  I  liript  and  j  imped 
overboard  ;  and  aitcr  remaining  in 
the  water  an  hour  a»J  a  quarter, 
was  taken  up  by  the  captain  s  boat, 
returning  from  a  vifu  to  the  com- 
modore ibip. 

The  fourth  mate  and  (hip's  flew 
ard,  with  others,  had  been  below 
in  the  gun  room  dra  ving  fpirit?, 
and  having  finilhcd,  were  taking  a 
can  to  rhcmfclves.  f  jrc  caught 
from  their  lights,  that  which  they 
had  been  on  work.  The  fatal  calk, 
not  ye:  bunded,  fpread  Jcltruvftion 
like  a  tra  n  of  gunpowJcr,  in  all 
pirts  below,  and  the  fmokc  loon 
fpread  univerfally,  fo  as  to  drive 
every  one  on  deck.  1  he  captain 
was  obliged  10  icmain  an  excru- 
ciating fpectator  of  the  (hip's  lofs, 
to  fave  the  floating  fhip's  com- 
pany. She  burned  five  hours  be- 
fore flie  blew  up. 

I  was  landed  here  without  a  pen- 
ny, or  a  fhirt,  but  one,  to  my 
back.  The  company  have  allowed 
os  cadets  fix  months  pay,  and  full 
batra,  to  compenfate  our  lnfs  »nd 
fufferings.  May  you  bs  ever 
happy  ! 

M  A  Y. 

r.  A  boy,  who  is  an  at  prentice 
to  a  box-maker  in  Aldcrfgate-lircet, 
Was  charged  on  oath,  and  com- 
mitted to  Tothill-ficlds  Bridewell, 
by  Nicholas  Forlier,  efq.  for  felo- 
nioully  and  riotouflf ,  with  others* 
not  yet  taken,  dcllroying,  demo- 
lifliing,  and  pulling  down  the  houfe 
and  a  great  part  of  the  furniture  of 
one  Adlarn,  a  coffee-houfe  keeper, 
in  White-horfc-yard,  Drury-lane, 
a^ainft  the  form  of  the  ltatute 
therein  made  and  provided.  The 
proprietor.  Dot  thinking  the  re- 
maiding  part  of  his  property  fafe 


and  fecure  in  his  premifes,  applied 
for  a  guard  of  foldiers  j  the  ma- 
gitt rate  told  him,  he  could  not  poi- 
fibly  com  pi  v  with  his  rcqueft,  for 
he  difdained  the  idea  of  calling  forth 
the  military,  while  he  was  convinc- 
ed that  the  civil  power,  with  proper 
exertion,  was  futneient  and  compe- 
tent to  prote<ft,  as  we.l  as  quell  any 
commotion  that  might  happen,  oa 
its  fii  i\  onfet. 

Yclterday  another  rioter,  a  no- 
torious  thief,  was  taken  and  com- 
mitted to  the  fame  prifon,  by  the 
fame  magutrate,  for  trial  at  the 
next  felTions  in  the  Old  Bailey. 

— .  A  veiy  ferious  affray  was  pre- 
vented this  evening  in  Covcnt-gar- 
den,  by  the  timely  interpofuion  of 
fir  Sampfon  Wright,  with  a  ftrong 
civil  and  military  force.  An  aflault 
was  made  on  Wood's  hotel,  in  coo- 
fequence  of  violent  provocation 
given  to  a  party  in  Fox's  intercft, 
palling  peaceably  by  the  faid  hotel. 
Six  of  the  fuppofed  ailailants  were 
feized  by  the  military,  but  on  a  full 
examination  into  the  matter  at  the 
office  in  Bow-ftreet,  yclterday  morn- 
ing, the  men  were  discharged,  k 
appearing  evidently  that  the  peo- 
ple at  Wood's  were  the  ag^rcfR>rs, 
and  had  provoked  the  indignation 
which  had  nearly  fallen  on  the 
hotel.  ' 

3.  The  tranfaclion  on  which  thn 
parliament  of  lrel  ind  are  now  pro- 
ceeding in  their  bill  a^ainft  lord 
Strangtord,  is  to  this  effect..  While 
the  great  caufe  was  pending  be- 
tween Mr.  Hume  and  the  executors 
of  the  late  lord  Ely,  the  day  before 
the  decilion  in  the  houfe  of  peers  a 
letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Hume, 
figned  Strangford,  offering  a  vote 
according  to  his  direction,  if  he 
would  depotit  the  fuin  of  cool. 
Mr.  Hume,  much  to  his  credit, 
took  no  other  notice  of  this  let'er. 

than 
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khan  to  hare  it  in  a  proper  manner 
communicated  to  the  houfe.  The 
houfe  of  courfe  took  it  up ;  and  the 
writing  of  the  letter  being  tacitly 
confelTed,  the  prefent  proceedings 
are  grounded,  which  are  to  inca- 
pacitate hie  lordfliip  from  ever  vot- 
ing in  future. 

— .  Col.  Wall  is  faid  to  be  now  on 
the  continent,  baring  evaded  the 
purfuit  of  the  officers  who  were 
difpatched  after  him  to  Ireland. 
They  overtook  him  in  Dublin,  but 
being  timely  apprifed,  he  fled  to 
Donoughadee,  croflcd  to  Port  Pa- 
trick, came  pod  to  London,  and  from 
thence  got  iafe  to  Oft  end. 

— — .  The  freedom  of  the  city  of 
Nonvich  was  unanimoufly  voted  to 
the  right  honourable  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
Mr.  Win.  Wyndham,  one  of  their 
reprefentatives. 

4.  Guildhall.  At  eleven  o'clock, 
the  fticriffs,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  his 
fcrutineers,  and  counfel,  Mr.  Brook 
Watfon,  and  fcvcial  of  the  livery, 
attended  in  the  new  councri  cham- 
ber, when  the  books  were  exa- 
mined, and  the  rejected  votes  caft 
up,  and  the  numbers  finally  ad- 
juflcd.  At  twelve  the  fhcritis,  &c. 
adjourned  to  the  huttings,  when  fir 
Barnard  Turner  declared  the  num- 
bers following  : 

Bro  ok  Watfon,  efq.  4776 
Sir  Watkin  L~e we*,  knt.  4541 
Kath.  Newnham,  efq.  4467 
John  Sawbridge,  efq.  2^12 
Kichard  Atkiufou,  efq.  2S03 
Samuel  Smith,  efq.  286 
The  Hon.  W.  Pitt,  efq.  56 
Upon  which  the  ihcriffe  declared; 
that  the  majority  of  legal  votes  up- 
on the  fcrutiny  appeared  in  favour 
of  Brook  Watfon,  efq.  fir  Watkin 
Lewes,  knr.  Nathaniel  Newnham, 
eftj.  and  John  Sawbridge,  efo.  The 
court  was  then  adjourned  to  Friday 
next,  at  the  fame  time  an  J  place, 


when  thofe  gentlemen  will  be  de- 
clared duly  elected,  and  the  return 
figned. 

Numbers  at  the  end  of  the  poll. 
Watfon,  4789 
Lewes,  455+ 
Newnham,  4479 
Sawbridge,  3825 
Atkinfon,  2816 
Smith,  287 

End  of  the  fcrutiny. 
Watfon,  4776 
Lewes,  454' 
Newnham,  4467 
Sawbridge,  2812 
Atkinfon,  2803 
Smith,  286 
Bad  votes  for  Watfon,  .  13 
Lewes,  1 3 

Newnham,  12 
Sawbridge,         1 1 
Atkinfon,  13 
Smith,  1 
— .  The  hon.  Mr.  Grenrille  and 
John  Aubrey,  efq.  returned  mem- 
bers for  the  county  of  Buck*.— 
Lord  Vcrney  lolt  it  by  24.  A 
fcrutiny  was  demanded  for  lord 
Vcrney,  but  refufed  by  thelheriff. 
Extra'd  of  a  Utter  'from  Dublin^ 
May  5,  1 7S4. 
Mr.  Bingley  has  brought  an  ac- 
tion againft  Francis  Graham,  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,  efq  for  an  af- 
fault  and  falfe  imprilbnmenr,  firlt 
in  coming  out  of  his  bailiwick  and 
arrefting  him  in  the  city  of  Dublin; 
and  then  for  carrying  him  to  the 
common  guard-houtc  at  the  cattle, 
where  he  was  a  clofc  prifoner,  and 
no  perfon  fuffered  to  have  accefs  to 
him,  a  circumttancc  very  diftreiT- 
ing,  and  alfo  very  degrading  to  the 
character  of  Bingley,  who  willing- 
ly became  amenable  to  the  law 
when  called  on,  and  made  no  re* 
fiftancc  to  the  caption  ;  and  which 
is  ctteemed  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the   laws  and  coiatitution  of  the 

king- 
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kingdom,  by  a  wanton  ufc  of  the 
military,  inilcad  of  the  civil  power. 
— Bingley  has  alfo  brought  actions 
againlt  Thomas  L'Eftrangc,  cfq. 
deputy  ferjeant  at  arms,  and  Hen- 
ry Holmes,  one  of  the  door-keepers 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  an 
aifault  and  falfe  imprifonmenr,  in 
arrcfting  him  when  in  cuftody  of 
the  common-law  officers,  the  fhc- 
riffs,  and  going  to  give  bail  before 
a  judge,  and  again  after  he  was 
bailed  in  the  houfe  of  judge  Robin* 
fan,  which  was  a  fancluary  to  him 
while  there. 

6.  Chriftopher  Atkinfon,  efq.  was 
brought  up  from  the  king's  bench 
prifon  into  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  when  his  cafe  was  to  have 
been  argued  upon  the  rule  obtained 
by  his  counfel  on  Thurfday  laft, 
why  the  judgment  (hould  not  be 
arretted,  but  upon  the  motion  of 
the  attorney-general  that  rule  is  en- 
larged, and  another  rule  is  obtain- 
ed by  the  aftorney-gcneral,  for 
Mr.  Atkinfon's  counfel  to  flicw 
caufe  why  the  record  (if  imperfect) 
fhould  not  be  amended.  Both  rules 
will  be  argued  on  Wednefday  next, 
when  the  doctrine  of  the  alteration 
of  records  in  criminal  cafes,  after 
judgment,  will  be  fully  argued  and 
fettled.  The  counfel  for  the  pro- 
fecution  are  the  attorney  and  Solici- 
tor general,  fir  Thomas  Daven- 
port, Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Erikine  (king's  counfel),  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Walker,  and  Mr.  Law.  For 
the  defendant,  Mr.  Bearcroft,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Dallas. 
ExtraS  of  a  Utter  from  Dublin^ 
May  7,  1784. 

A  mefTenger  is  juft  arrived  from 
London  with  duplicates  of  all  the 
Wills  fent  over,  except  the  paving 
bill,  the  bill  for  difqualifying  lord 
Strangford,  and  the  prefs  bill, 
which  it  is  fuppofed  arc  fupprctled, 
aud  will  never  be  returned. 


8.  Came  on  at  Holy  rood  Houfe. 
the  election  of  the  fixtccn  peers  to 
represent  the  nobility  of  Scotland. 
There  was  a  very  ftrong  contcft  ; 
and  at  the  clofc  the  following  no- 
blcmen  were  chofen,  having  the 
greateft  number  of  vote*  : 

Duke  of  Queenlbery/    42  votes. 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  38 
•Earl  of  Morton,  38 
Eglingtown,  47 
CaHilis,  4  j 

♦Moray,  4  a 

Abercorn,  44 
Galloway,  39 
Daihouhe,  48 
•Balcarras,  40 
♦Bicadalbane  39 
Aberdeen,  39 
Dunmore,  39 
•Hopetown,  42 
Vifcouot  Stormont,  4B 
•Lord  ElphingOone,  41 
Thofe  marked  thus  (*)  arc  new 
members. 

The  following  were  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  candidates : 

Earl  of  Glencairn,  18  votes. 
Kelly,  17 
Lauderdale,  26 
Dyfart.  9 
Selkirk,  25 
Dumfries,  34 
Marchmonr,  37 
Rofeberry,  34. 
Lord  Salton,  1 5 

Cathcart,  30 

Cranfton,  30 
The  following  candidates  are  fup- 
pofed to  have  been  for  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  to  have  had  the  intereft  of  go- 
vernment. 

1  Duke  of  Queenfbury. 

2  Marquis  ol  Lothian. 

3  Earl  of  Motion, 

4  Earl  of  Eglington, 

5  Earl  of  Moray, 

6  Earl  of  Abercorn, 

7  Earl  of  Galloway 

8  Earl 
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8  Ear!  of  Dalhoufie* 

9  Earl  of  Selkirk, 
to  Earl  of  Ba1c.<rrasj 

1 1  Earl  of  Breadalbane, 
.  12  Earl  of  Aberdeen* 

j  3  Earl  of  Dunroore, 

14  Earl  of  Marchmont* 
.  i  c.  Earl  of  Hopetown. 

In  the  new  eleaed  lift  of  Scotch 
peers,  there  is  at  lealt  this  novelty, 
that  four  or  perhaps  five  of  them 
are  a  gain  (I  government.  What  is 
(till  more  frrangc,  gold-luck  in 
waiting  wasalmolt  thrown  out ;  he 
was  the  loweft  of  the  fixtecn — Lord 
Stormont  the  higheft.  The  election 
was  not  over  till  eight  o'clock  at 
night. 

The  dukes  of  Gordon  and  Athol 
did  not  Itand  candidates  at  the 
Scots  election.  They  are  to  be 
added  to  the  Ijft  of  Englidi  peerages. 
The  other  noblemen  in  the  laft  par- 
liament* who  are  not  returned  for 
this,  are  the  earls  of  Glcneairn, 
JLauderdale,  Marchmont,  and  Rofc- 
berry.  The  difappointment  fits 
jrery  hard  on  lord  Marchmont,  who 
imagines  that  the  bufinefs  of  the 
boufc  of  peers  cannot  go  on  with- 
out him. 

ExtraS    of  a  htttr  from  BriftoJ% 
May  8. 

This  afternoon  the  poll  for  mem- 
bers for  thie  city  which  had  laftcd 
exactly  live  weeks,  was  finally 
doled  by  the  confent  of  all  the  can- 
didates,—the  numbers  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

Brickdale,  34>8 
Cruger,  305  a 

Daubeny,  2982 
Peach,  373 
whereupon  the  two  firft  were  re- 
turned by  the  ftieriffs.— Colonel 
Cruger  is  to  be  clptired  on  Monday 
in  the  abfence  of  his  brother,  who 
is  at  New  York. 

— .  Mr  Bcmbridge,whohad  been 
confined  in  the  king's-bench  thefc 
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fix  months  part,  was  brought  up  fd 
the  bar  at  Weftminftcr  Hall,  and 
.on  giving  bail  was  difcharged. 

— .  After  the  clofc  of  the  poll  for 
Weftminfter,   an  affray  happened 
at  Covent  Garden.  It  fecms,  theie 
had  been  fummoned  an  extraordi- 
nary number  of  conflables,  from 
the  Tower  Hamlet?,  to  keep  the 
peace.    At  three  o'clock  all  was 
peaceable  and  quiet ;  but  in  half 
an  hour  afterwards,  when  the  buli* 
pefs  of  the  day  was  finifhed,  a  vio- 
lent con  Ai&  took  place  between  the 
conflables  and  the  mob ;  the  forrr.ee 
of  which  were  driven  out  of  the 
Garden  down  King-ftreet.   At  four* 
o'clock  Mr.  Jufticc  Wilmot  brought 
un  a  detachment  of  the  guards,  who 
alter  twice  or  thrice  parading  from 
Wood's  hotel  to  the  corner  of  Hen- 
rictta-flrcct,  (headed  by  a  few  con- 
flables) feizedon  the  butchers  who 
attend   with   marrow  bones '  and 
cleavers,  and  conducted  them  to 
Hood  and  Wray's  committee  room. 
Mr.  Elliot  the  high  conftablc,  fevc- 
ral  of  the  peace  officers,  and  many 
of  the  mob,  were  very  much  bruifed 
and  wounded.    The  guatds  were 
attending  late  laft  night. 

—.This  evening  at  feven  o'clock* 
the  high  court  of  delegates  pro- 
ceeded to  hear  the  mei  its  of  Mr. 
Morris's  marriage  with  mifs  Har- 
ford ;  when  Dr.  Scott  was  heard  in 
defence  of  the  validity  of  the  mar- 
riage for  two  hours.  Inthecourfe 
of  a  mod  learned  and  eloquent 
fpcech,  he  adduced  a  variety  of 
proofs  Irom  the  laws  of  nature  and 
nations  to  fubftantiate  the  contract, 
and  the  court  adjourned  until  Friday 
fe'nnight,  when  the  counfel  on  the 
oppofite  fide  will  reply. 
ExtraS  of  a  letter  from  Madrid 
May  1 1 . 
Many  years  have  elapfed  fincc 
the  inquilition  had  celebrated  an 
auto-de-fc  in  this  capital;  already 

the 
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the  foreigners  imagined  that  difmal 
fpectaclc  would  never  be  exhibited 
here  any  more  ;  but  the  day  before 
yelterday  they  were  undeceived  : 
the  holy  oificc  has  celebrated  an 
autillo,  or  little  ad  of  faith,  in  the 
church  of  St.  Dominic  ;  the  ob- 
ject of  it  was  a  man  who  vended 
fympathetic  powders,  by  means  of 
which  he  fedueed  many  women  ; 
two  female  accomplice;,  have  lharcd 
his  puniihment.    By  the  fentence, 
which  was  publicly  read  to  them 
in  the  church,  they  were  condemn- 
ed to  be  whipt  by  the  executioner, 
then  led  uith  infamy  through  the 
irreers  of  Madrid,  arid  confined  for 
life.    Befides  that  fentence,  all  the 
a£b  of  the  procefs  were  alfo  read 
publicly,  filled  with  obfeenitv  and 
details,  which,  although  (hocking 
to  modelty,  were  neverthelefs  heard 
by  all  thofe  who  were  prefent. 
The  church  was  not  only  full  of 
perfons  of  both  fexes,  but  there 
were  upwards  of  10,000  fpeftators 
in  the  i'quare  of  St.  E)ominic.  The 
ceremony  lafted  from  feven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  until  one  in  the 
forenoon.    The  greateft  part  of  the 
prime  nobility,  and  perfons  of  the 
higheft  diftinclion,   had  been  in- 
vited, and  afliiicd  at  it.    The  mar- 
quis de  Cogullulo,  fon  of  the  duke 
of  Medina  Cocli,  came  from  Aran- 
juez  to  perform  the  functions  at- 
tached to  his  quality  of  aiguazil 
mayor  of  the  tribunal.  It  is  proper 
to  obfervc,  that  the  crime  puniflied 
by  this  autillo,  is  not  of  the  nature 
of  thofc  which  have  rendered  the 
very  name  of  the  inquiiition  odious 
to  all  other  nations  ;  and  that  thofc 
who  have  been  the  object  of  it  at 
this  time,  are  criminals  that  would 
have  been  puniflied  as  impottors 
and  feduccrs  in  evvry  country  of 
Europe.    The  only  difference  is, 
that  their  crime  would  not  have 


/ 

R  E  N  C  £  S.  (3$) 

been  looked  upon  as  fubjcct  to  the 
jurifdicYion  of  a  religious  tribunal. 
The  fentence  was  put  in  execution, 
the  next  day. 

14.  The  poll  at  Corent  garden 
clofed  at  two  o'clock,  by  particular 
dcliro  of  Mr.  Fox.  It  had  been 
determined,  it  icems,  to  bring  the 
corpfe  of  the  unfortunate  contfable, 
whodiedof  his  wound-,  from  his  refi- 
denceintheTo-.ver  hamlet  (to which 
place  he  was  removed)  and  to  bury 
him  in  Covent-garden  church-yard, 
juft  at  the  clofc  of  the  poll.  This 
was  intimated  to  Mr.  Fox,  who 
very  wifely  prevented  the  effects 
which  this  humane  fcheme  would 
molt  probably  have  produced,  by 
doling  the  poll  at  two.  Mr.  Fox, 
in  his  fpeech  from  the  huttings, 
ftrongly  recommended  his  friends 
to  depart  to  their  respective  houfes, 
and  declared  the  poll  would  clofc 
on  Monday  next  at  three  o'clock. 

This  day  another  propofal  was 
made  to  Mr.  Fox  by  lord  Hood  and 
fir  Cecil  Wray,  through  the  official 
medium  of  the  high  bailiff,  to> 
clofe  the  poll  finally  as  the  next 
day ;  which,  however,  was  pe- 
remptorily declined  by  the  former  ; 
the  high  bailiff  then  rejoined,  he 
fliould  clofe  it  by  his  own  authority 
on  Monday  next. 

15.  Mr.  Fielding  moved  the 
court  of  King's  bench  for  an  infor- 
mation to  be  filed  againll  a  magi- 
ftrate,  for  affembling  a  large  budy 
of  Tower  hamlet  conftablcs  in  Co* 
vent-garden  on  Monday  laft,  by 
which  the  freedom  of  election  was 
violated,  and  other  outrages  com- 
mitted againft  the  peace  df  his  ma- 
jcrtv's  lubjefts,  &c.  &c.  Earl 
Man  field  paid  the  mmott  attention 
to  the  ilatt-ment  of  the  cafe  by  Mr. 
Fielding,  and,  at  the  ciofe  of  it, 
informed  him,  that  his  motion  for  a 
rule  to  (hew  cauic  would  come 
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ftronger  after  the  final  clofe  of  the       16.  At  three  o'clock  the  poll  for 

election:  in  confluence  of  which  members  to  fcrvc  in  parliament  for 

the  further  proceedings  in  this  tranf.  the  city    of  WetUninftcr  finally 

action  are  of  courfe  fufpended,  till  clofed. 

the  high-bailiff  iliall  have  made  his       The  numbers  of  each  day's  poll 

return  for  the  city  of  Weftmiuftcr.  were  as  follows  : 


Hood.  Fox.  Wray. 

April  1. 

264 

302 

f 

238 

070 

94 1 

866 

1243 

1 104 

3. 

051 

680 

871 

j 

I923 

197  c 

5- 

IC77 

955 

JCIO 

3202 

286S 

208c 

6. 

674 

545 

617 

3936 

34*3 

3622 

616 

7. 

414 

495 

445* 

3^7 

41 17 

8. 

345 

2-9 

303 

4797 

4126 

4420 

80 

65 

69 

4877 

4201 

4489 

10. 

34i 

27  I 

20Q 

5218 

447  2 

4-88 

•  • 

12. 

246 

207 

5464 

1 

4677 
3. 

499S 

"7 

142 

97 

5581 

4819 

5092 

14. 

it6 

'5* 

186 

573* 

5005 

5208 

»5- 

•T43 

14^ 

,x3 

5875 

5148 

53,2 

16. 

96 

82 

597' 

5230 

5400 

Hood.  Pox.  Wray. 

81       75  65 

^-52    5,°5  5465 
19. 

68       65  68 

6120    5570  5533 
20. 

54       73  4i 

61 74    5443  5574 
21. 

65       76  49 

6'39    55*9  56*3 
22. 

<  35       51  *7 

6*74    557o  565° 
23- 

S*       45  49 

6346    5615  5699 
24. 

51  56  38 

6377    567*  5737 
26. 

52  79  40 

6429    575o  5777 
27. 

39      77  4° 

6468    5827  5806 

28. 

39       56  36 

6507    5883  58^2 
29. 

25       38  23 

6532    5921  5805 

16       42  12 

6S48    5;^3  5877 
May  1. 

14       29  it 

6562    5992  5890 


Hood.  Fox.  Wray. 
h 

12      24  12 

6574   6016  5502 

4. 

'4      33  11 

6588    6049  59*3 
5. 

12       35  > 

6600    6084  591 6 

6. 

14       20  11 

6614    6104  5929 

7. 

10        9  g 

6624   61 13  5937 
8. 

II          2!  9 

6635    6,34  594<> 
10. 

23       15  19 

6658   6149  5965 

XI. 

5166 

6663    4165  5971 
12. 

5  11  6 
66.8   6182  5977 

«3- 

4       12  3 

6672    6^4  5980 

*4- 

3        7  * 

6675    6201  5982 

6  17  c 

66S1    6218  59c7 
16. 


'5 


1 1 


6694   6233  5998 
17.  This 
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17.  This  day,  at  twenty  minutes  acquainted  with,  either  by  his  own 

before  rhre<%  the  high  bailiff  came  experience,  or  that  he  had  learned 

from  the  veft  y-foom,  took  his  teat  from  the  journals,  he  knew  but  or" 

upon  the  hultings,  and  in  a  few  two  fuch  fpecial  returns,  one  of  the 

minutes  the  cdndida/es  were  fcated  county  of  Cumberland,  and  the  other 

by  his  fide.    i»ir  Cecil  \Vr..y,  pre-  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  and  both 

vious  ro  the  doting  of  the  poll,  de-  made  on  account  of  the  utter  i  npo;- 

tfrercd  a  paper  to  the  following  Ability  of  the  returning  officer  mA- 

purport:  ing  a  due  return,  owing  to  riotous 


PIutceuings  ;  tnat  at  the  great  fcru* 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  e&\.    high-  tiny  for  Oxford,  the  officer  thought 

bailiff  of  the  city  and  liberty  of  it  necefliry  to  complete  the  return 

Wcftminfter.  before  1  he  enquiry  was  ended,  rather 

I  fir  Cecil  Wray,  bart.  one  of  the  *M  rua  thc  ,rr^u«  °*'  «>^yinff 

cnndida.es  to  ferve  in  parliament  tor  th,C  PrccT'    J  he  high-bailitf  then 

the  city  and  liberty  ot  Weftminttcr,  adJol!rned  ,to  rhc  veilry-room,  when 


the  city  and  liberty  of  Wcftrainttcr,  adJou1rne<1  ,to  rhc  vellry-room,  when 

and  we  thc  underwritten  clears  of  *  V,<  lenrl  "l;*"f'll,on  took  P1*",  thq 

thc  Ud  city  and  liberty,  do  hereby  <Vcnt  °'  *h"£  was>  th,at  Mr.  Cor- 

demmd  of  you  a  fcruciny  of  thc  P^1*.  thc  bailift,  agreed  to  grant  the 

votes  taken  at  the  prcfent  election  of  Icri,tln.v'    ,n        mc™  tune,  the 

twoci:izens  to  ferve  in  parliament  P''Pul**.  n.ot  ^eing  able  to  refill 

for  the  f;,id  city  and  liberty,  a,  wit-  the  «'"P»«on  of  demoh filing  thc 

nefs  our  hands  this  1 7th  day  of  May,  .hul»nS*»  bcKan  lh<!jr  operation,  atul 

1,-84.                   Cecil  Wray.  »"          ^emy  mmutes  they  were 

•  totally  demoh  died,  and  the  matc- 

Mountmorre*,     Bateman,  rials  carried  away. 

R.  Butler,          Francis  Atkinf  >n,  Thc  chair  was  then  taken  out  o£ 

J.  Meyer,           William  Adams,  the  church,  and  at  five  o'clock  Mr. 

J).  Mackenzie,    Peter  Paul,  Fox  was  lifted  into  it.    The  pro- 

Jmies  Crofr,       John  Jackfon,  ccllion  began  in  thc  following  or- 

MorrisMarfaulr,  Rev.  John  Lloyd.-  der: 
John  Robcrtfon, 

Two  gentlemen  to  Tend  and  conduct 

Sir  Cecil  fpoke  a  rery  few  words  thc  procellion. 

in  ju unification  of  the  motives  that  Portcullis — \\V  ft  mi  niter  arms, 

induced  his  friends  to  proceed  on  thc  Sixty  firemen,  with  cotts  and  badges 

fcruriny  ;  and  Mr  Fox  immediately  Parifli  of  St.  George's  rlar. 

informed  the  bailiff,  that  his  com-  Committee  and   inhabiting,  with 

miffion  mull  of  nccctfity  end  to-mor-  white  wands  and  cockades, 

row  (this  day),  that  he  had  no  far-  Creft  of  his  royal  highucl*  the  prince 

ther  conrroul  in  the  butinefs,  and  ot  Wales, 

that,  in  fru'r,  he  muff,  be  under  the  Old  Englith  mutic  (marrow-bones 

neceflity  of  returning  thc  writ,  and  and  cleavers,  two  and  two)  with 

finifhin^  thc  election.    Mr.  Corbett  white  waillcoats  and  cockades, 

faid, «« it  is  a  new  cafe,  and  therefore  #  Saint  Martin's  Hag. 

I  muft  well  contider  the  fevcral  cir-  Committee  and  inhabitants,  with 

cumftanccs  of  it."   Mr.  Fox  obferv-  wands  and  cockades, 

cd,  that  in  the  mod  feverc  and  hard-  Horns  and  clarinets, 

foui/hc  election  battles  that  he  wo*  St.  James's  flag. 

'    (C  2)  Com- 
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Committee  and  inhabitants,  with      The  proccflion  moved  round  the 
wands  and  cockades.  Garden,  and  proceeded  down  Q.- 

St.  Paul's  and  St.  Martin  s  Lc  Grand    thcrine-trrtet  into  the  Strand  with 


flag. 

Old  Enghlh  mufic. 
Committee  and  inhabitants. 
Flag— Fox  and  Freedom. 
Flag— v>t.  Margaret  and  St.  John. 
Committee  and  inhabitants. 
Horns  aud  clarinets. 


the  highell  degree  of  applaufe  The 
windows,  parapets,  and  even  chim- 
nies,  were  loaded  with  applauding 
multitudes,  particularly  of  the  fair 
fcx,  whofe  zeal  and  animation  were 
almoti.  fuperior  to  their  beauty.  At 
Northumberland'houfe  (our  cone- 


Flag— -St.  Clement  Danes  and  St.    fpondent  regrets  to  fay  itj  there 


Mary-Ie-Strand. 
Committee  and  inhabitants. 
Old  Englifli  mufic. 
Flag — St.  Anne. 
Committee  and  inhabitants. 
Band  of  mulic. 


an  universal  groan.  The  gentlemen 
proceeded  down  by  Charing-crofs, 
through  Parliament  ltrect,  round 
Gcorge-ftreet,  up  King-ltreet,  and 
back  again  to  Charing-crofs,  down 
Pall  Mall,  where  the  moil  heart- 


Gentlemen,    elegantly    mounted,    felt  applaufe   was   given    to  the 


blue  and  buff,  four  a-breail — 
two  hundred. 
Fa'her  of  the  city— .Harry  House. 
Trumpeters  on  horfeback,  two 
and  two. 

Sclecl  committee,  with  wands  and 
fox's  tails. 
Grand  band  or  mufic. 
Sam  House,  with  his  trufty  band 
of  lingliflimcn. 
Flag — Man  of  the  Pkopi.e. 
Sciert    committee,  fumptuoufly 
mounted,  compofed  of  the 
lirft  men  of  rank  and 
fortune. 
Mr.  FOX 
In  a  fimple  and  elegantly  adorned 
chair,  irvcrwoven  with  laurel, 
my  rile,  and  flowers,  with 
a  relief  of  thirty-two 
men  in  white. 
Electors  mo unted ,  abou c  t wo  h u ndred . 
Trumpeters. 
Mr.  Fox'*  carriage  . 


venerable    old    lady  Albemarle, 
her   beautiful  grand-children,  the 
amiable   mifs  Kcppcls,  and  Mrs. 
Sheridan  and  her  lovely  friends  like- 
wife  received  the  warm  effutions  of 
Euglifh    gratitude.     At   Carlton - 
hoiu'e  the  proccflion  entered  at  one 
gate,    and  walked  round,  paying 
their  refpecis  to  the  prince  of  a  tree 
people.     They  proceeded  up  St. 
JamesVftrcet,  into  Piccadilly,  down 
Berkelcy-lrrecr,   where,   from  the 
garden-wall,  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales  appeared,  with  the 
duke  of  Devonflnre,  the  duchefs  of 
Portland,    lady   Duncannon,  and 
other  or  the  nobility,  and  the  pro* 
ceflion  palled  then  with  gicat  order 
uiid  lei'pcct.    T  he  prince  deigned 
to  con v eric  with  fomc  or  the  gen- 
tlemen tor  a  confiderable  time.  The 
cavalcade  then  paraded  Berkeley- 
fquare,  and  returned  to  DcvonChirc- 
houfe,  the  gates  of  which  were 


Flag  borne  by  a  horfeman,  Sacred   thrown  open,  and  difcovered  upon 


to  Female  Patriotism. 
Duke  of  Devonft.ire's  coach  and  fix. 

Duke  of  Portland's  cnach  and  tix* 
Scvcnty-ci^ht  livery  fervants mount- 
ed, belonging  to  the  two 
nobie  families. 


the  balufirades  the  heir  apparent  at- 
tended by  the  firlt  Whig  families 
in  the  kingdom. 

The  proccflion  entered  the  gate?, 
and  the  icvcral  parifhes  were  arrang- 
ed with  their  different  flags  ani 
bands  of  mulic. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Fox  addrefled  the  numerous 
aflembly,  and  delired  that  their  con- 
dud  might  be  marked  by  order 
and  regularity,  and  by  that  means 
prevent  their  cnemie*  from  throw- 
ing the  lean  reproach  upon  (hem  or 
their  caufc.  The  electors  immedi- 
ately departed,  and  the  proceffion 
ended. 

18.  The  following  perfons  of 
di&nction  in  the  party  of  Mr.  Fox, 
were  not  returned  at  the  late  gene- 
ral eleclion, 

William  Baker,  efq.  late  member 
for  Hertford. 

Sir  Tho.  Charles  Bunbury,  bart. 
Suffolk.  3 

George  Byng,  efq.  Middlefex. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh,  York. 

Sir  Rob.  Clayton,  bart.  Surrey. 

Tho.  W.  Coke,  efq.  Norfolk. 

The  right  hon.  Henry  Seymour 
Conway,  St.  Edmondlbuiy. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper,  bart.  S.Utafli. 

George  Daubeney,  efq.  Briltol. 

John  Elwes,  efq..  Bcrkmire. 

The  hon.  Tho.  Ertkine,  Portf- 
rnouth. 

Ferdinand  Ferrand  Foljambe,  efq. 
Yorkihirc.  1 

The  hon.Tho.Grenville,  Bucks. 

Thomas  Hal  fey,  efq.  Herts. 

The  hon.  William  Hanger,  St. 
Michael's. 

Winchcombe  Henry  Hartley,  efo. 
BcrkQiire. 

David  Hartley,  efq.  Kingfton  up- 
on Hull. 

Sir  Richard  Hot  ham,  bart.  South- 
ward 

Lord  Vifc.  Lewifliam,  New  Rad- 
nor. 

Lord  Lucan,  Northampton. 
Tames  Mansfield,  eftj.  Cambridge. 
Humphry  Minchin,  efq.^  Oak- 
ampton. 

The  hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John, 
Bcdfordlhire» 

The  hon.  H$nry  Sc.  John,  Wot- 
ton  Baflet, 
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The  hon.  Joh  n  St.  John,  Newport. 
1  he  hon.  George  Robert  St.John, 
Cncktade.  J  * 

Lord  Sheffield,  Coventry. 

The  right  hon.  Charles  Town- 
(hend,  Yarmouth. 

The  hon.  John  lownlhcnd,  Cam- 
bridge Univerhtv. 

Earl  Veiney, 'Bucks. 

Robert  Vyner,  efq.  Lincoln. 

— .  /.bout  half  pji\  three  o'clock 
his  majelty  went  in  fratc  to  the  houfe 
of  peers,  and  being  fcaied  ou  the 
throne,  adorned  with  his  crown  and 
regal  ornaments,  and  attended  by 
his  officers  of  ftate,  (the  lords  being 
13  their  robes)  commanded  the  «cn- 
tlcman  uflier  of  the  black  rod  to  let 
the  commons  know,  it  is  his  ma- 
jetty  s  pleafure,  that  they  attend  him 
immediately  in  this  houfe:  who 
being  come, 

The  lord  chancellor,  having  re- 
ceived directions,  faid, 

"  My  lords  and  gentlcmep, 

"  His  majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  command  me  to  acquaint  you 
that  he  will  defer  declaring  thi 
caufes  of  calling  this  parliament  till 
there  (hall  be  a  ipeakcr  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  ^nd  therefore  it  is 
his  majelty's  pleafure  that  you,  geu- 
tlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  do 
immediately  repair  to  the  place 
where  she  commons  ufually  fit,  and 
there  choofe  a  fit  perfon  to  be'your 
fpcaker  ;  and  that  you  prefent  fuch 
pcrlon  who  lhall  be  fo  chofen,  to 
his  mnjelly  here,  for  bis  Royal  ap- 
probation to-morrow  at  twoo'clock." 

Then  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to 
retire,  and  the  commons  withdrew. 

—  A  fhort  account  of  the  pub- 
lic breaktalt  given  by  the  prince  of 
Wales,  in  the  gardens  of  Carleton- 
houle, 

/bout  fix  hundred  of  the  mod 
diftingoifhed  perfons  in  the  king- 
dom afiembled  in  his  beautiful  gar- 
dens about  two  o'clock.    The  pre, 
(C  5) 
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jwations  on  the  occafion  were  full 
of  tafte  and  magnificence.  Covers 
were  laid  under  nine  txtenfivc  mar- 
quees tor  250  pcru,ns,  and  the  en- 
tertainment confiftcd  of  the  fineft 
fruits  of  the  fcafon,  confeciionarief, 
ices,  creams,  and  emblematical  de- 
igns, ornamented  with  mottoes  and 
other  devices  in  tumour  of  the  tri- 
umph which  they  were  to  celebrate. 
Four  bands  of  inrtrumenrs  were 
placed  at  different  pans  of  the  gar- 
den, and  the  company  were  enter- 
tained with  various  novelties  of  a 
comic  kind. 

After  they   had  taken  refrefli- 
mcntft  they  rofe  to  dance.    A  beau- 
tiful  level  in  the  umbrage  of  a 
groupp«jf  trees  was  the  fpot  which 
his  royal  highnefs  felccied  tor  their 
ball,  and  he  Ud  down  the  country- 
<lance5,  fiilt  with  the  duchefs  of 
Dcvoi.iliire,    and    afterwards  with 
one  of  the  lady  Waldcgravcs.  The 
company  frequently  changed  their 
partners,  and  at  times  grouped  oft* 
into  coiiiluis.     The  duchefs  of 
Portland  danced  with  Mr  Grcville, 
lady  Jerfey  with  lord  Carlifle,  lady 
Anne  Poulettwith  lord  Vcrncy,lady 
Ihmcannon  with  fir  Peter  Kurrel, 
Kill's  Kcpj/d  with  Wr.  St.  John, 
lady  Bcauchamp  with  lord  Berke- 
ley, Mrs.  Andeifon  with  Mr.  Fitz- 
roy,  Mis.Mc\  ncll  wiih  Mr.  V.  ynd- 
ruim,  Mifs  Ingram  with  lir  I:arrv 
Feathcrflonhaugh.  MilVTowrfiiend, 
lady  Augi:tfa  Campbell,  lady  Der- 
by, the  Mifs  Keppels,  the  Mifs 
"Norths,    Mrs.  Crewe,  Mrs.  Sheri- 
dan, and  many  ot  fur  ladies  danced  ; 
s-nd  we  do  not  believe  that  a  more 
fuptrb    exhibiiion  of  beauty  was 
ever  fcen.    'i  he  gentlemen  were 
in  blue  and  buff.    The  ladies  in 
morning  drclics,  f.r.cicd  in  all  the 
varieties  of  cultivated  tulle.  The 
cfuchefs  of  Dcv<  r.finre  was  in  fight 
m«  u -;.ing  ;  lady  lieauchamp  in  an 
elegant  white  crape,  lpungled  w.ih 
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filver  ;  Mrs.  £ndcrfon  in  a  Vene- 
nctian  habit ;  the  elder  Mrs.  Mcy- 
r.ell  was  molt  elegantly  dreiled  in* a 
white  fancy  habit. 

1  he  political  party,  lord  Notth, 
Mr.  Fox,  col.  North,  col.  Fitzpa- 
trick,  Mr.  Byng,  and  others,  le- 
tired  under  another  groupc  ot  trees 
to  talk  of  the  politics  of  the  d..y  ; 
and  the  dowager  ladies  and  gentle- 
men occupied  them  (elves  in  the  ad- 
miration ot  the  giaces  which  the 
fcenc  afforded.  During  the  height 
of  the  Fete  his  majefiy  p;<icd  the 
garden  in  procefiion  to  the  houfe  of 
peers  to  open  the  new  parliament, 
aud  the  hand  of  violins  was  for  the 
time  accompanied  by  the  tlate  trum- 
pets. 

The  brcakfaft  ended  al>out  fix  in 
the  evening,  when  the  ladies  re- 
tired to  diets,  only  tor  a  renewal  of 
their   jkafute  at   the  fclef.t  ball, 
which  Mrs.  Crewe   gave   in  ho- 
nour ot  the  fame  event.    But  the 
whole  of  this  a  I  frefco  fcltival  was 
fo  delightfully  conducted,  the  fpec- 
tacle  on  the  green  was  fo  guind 
and  tcautiiul,  the  entertainment  fo 
truiy  novel  and  rich,  and  the  com- 
pany were  fo  uncommonly  gratified, 
that  his  royal  highnefs  with  his  ufual 
magnificence  invited  them  to  a  re- 
petition of  the  dfjeur.e  en  Monday 
nt xt.    A  feted  party  of  ihirty  gen- 
tlemen afterwards  aired  with  the 
prince.    The  fame  beautitul  tafre 
maiketi  the  conduct  of  it,  as  of  bis 
flipper  in  Match  la  ft.    It  was  ma- 
naged alio  with  the  fame  ubfence  of 
ail  uunccellary  coif. 

Carlton-houfc  garden,  the  fcenc 
of  this  delightful  fete,  is,  perhaps, 
tor  its  central  fuuation  in  a  metro- 
polis, and  the  great  extent  of  the 
ground  connected  with  it,  without 
an  equal  in  any  town  houfe  in  Eu- 
rope.    The  garden  walls  incloling 

II  cultivated  track  oi  ten  acics. 
Mis.  Crewe's  bail  on  Tucf, 
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day  night,  in  honour  of  Mr.  Fox's 
victory,  was  the  malt  p'ejfant  and 
jovial  ever  given  in  the  circle  of 
high  life,  and  united  all  the  charms 
or  elegance,  eafe,  an  I  conviviality. 
The  company  wis  feJeCt  though  nu- 
merous, and  aflemblcd  about  ten 
o'clock  in  blue  and  bull  uniforms ; 
the  dancing  begun  about  eleven, 
and  at  half  after  the  prince's  qua- 
drille arrived,  confuting  of  his  royal 
highnefs,  the  duchefs  of  Devon- 
fhirc,  lady  Ouncann  >n,  lady  Ram* 
field,  Mils  Kepp:l,  Mr.  Stepney, 
Mr.  Greville,  &e.  who,  all  d relied 
in  uniforms,  fjfhcs  and  feathers, 
danced  the  mod  elegant  figure  dance 
that  could  be  formed ;  the  priuce 
then  danced  minuets  with  the  du- 
chefs of  Devonfliire,  lady  Bam  tie  Id, 
&c.  and  then  followed  count>y- 
danccs,  led  by  the  prince  and  the 
duchefs,  till  half  after  two,  when 
the  company  defcended  to  a  truly 
elegant  and  comfortable  fuppcr. 

There  were  prefent  among  others, 
the  prince  of  Wales,  duke  of  Do 
vonihire,  earl  Fitzwilliam,  earl  of 
]erfey,  earl  of  Cariiile,  earl  Chol- 
mondely,  earl  of  Derby,  lord  North, 
lord  Lefton,  lord  Beauchamp,  lord 
Melbourne,  Mr.  Onflow,  Sir  Ralph 
Payne,  general  St.  John,  col  Firz- 
patrick,  col.  North,  lord  Robert 
Spencer,  Mf.  Hafe,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr.  Faulkener,  the 
duchefs  of  Devonfliire,  and  duchefs 
of  Portland  ;  ladies  Jcrfey,  Duncan- 
non,  Fitwiiliam,  Sefton,  Archer, 
Melbourne,  Bamfield,  St.  John, 
Beauchamp,  North,  Payne,  5fc.  &c. 
—  The  company  were  all  retired  be- 
tween fix  and  feven,  and  the  whole 
entertainment  was  conducted  in  a 
manner  that  did  great  honour  to  tl>e 
beautiful  patronefs  of  the  night,  and 
will  ever  be  remembered  in  the  fef- 
tive  annals  of  the  great  and  gay 
world. 

21.  At  a  general  court  of  the 


governors  of  the  royal  hofpitals  of 
Bride a/cll  and  Bcthlcm,  held  yes- 
terday by  order  of  the  prefidenr,  for 
the  particular  purpofe,  the  right 
hon.  William  Pitt  wa*  un  inimoully 
elected  a  governor. 

— .  Mr.Chrtrt  Atkinfon  was  ag.iiir' 
brought  before  the  court  of  Ktng's- 
Binch,  when,  on  reading  the  affi- 
davit, and  hearing  Mr.  B.arcroft 
and  Mr.  Wood  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Atkinfon,  lord  Man.slield,  in  a 
fpcech  that  did  him  infinite  honour, 
declared  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  court,  that  the  record  fli  >uld  be 
amended  as  prayed.  Lord  M  ins- 
field  concluded  his  addrcfc  in  words 
to  this  effect : — 

**  There  is  a  certain  principle 
which  I  have  laid  down  in  this,  as 
well  as  other  places,  which  was  ne- 
ver more  properly  applicable  than 
in  the  prcfent  in  trance. 

"  That  no  fiction  of  law^  fliall 
ever  fo  far  prevail  againft  the  real 
truth  of  the  fatf,  as  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  juftice."- 

By  confent  of  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, the  judgment  of  the  court  a- 
gain  ft  Mr.  -Atkinfon,  was  poltponed 
till  the  next  term,  in  order  that  his 
counfd  may  infpect  the  record  when 
amended  ;  they  being  Irill  entitled 
to  take  any  further  objection  that 
may  yet  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
record. 

— .  At  a  quarter  before  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  came  on  the 
final  hearing  of  Mr.  Morris's  caufc, 
to  cftablifli  his  matrimonial  corrraft 
with  Mifs  Harford.  Doctor  Scot 
recapitulated  the  heads  of  the  forci- 
ble argument*  derived  from  tne  laws 
of  nature  and  nations,  which  he  ad- 
duced on  lalt  Tucfday  (e'nnight  

Doctor  Wynne  replied,  the  dodor 
♦very  ably  contended,  that  rhe  mar- 
riage being  contracted  in  fraud,  was 
void  ab  originc.  To  prove  this  pu- 
fition,  he  adverted  to -Mr.  Morris's 
(C  4) 
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conduct  during  the  time  the  voung  22.  The  judges  of  the  court  of 

lady  was  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Exchequer,  the  lord  chief  baron, 

Latouche  for  education,'  when  that  Mr.  baron  Eyre,  Mr.  baron  Ho- 

lady  found  herfelf  under  the  necef-  tham,  and  Mr.  baron  Pcrryn,  de- 

(tty  ot  iniorming  Mr.  Morris, 44  that  livercd  their  opinions  feparately,  in  * 

his   frequent  vifits  prevented  the  favour  of  Meil".  Adam,  in  a  caufe 

young  lady  from  making  a  progrefs  between  them  and  the  earl  of  Stnn- 

xn  her  education.*'    He  then  traced  hope,  that  has  made  fome  noifc, 

him  to  every  part  of  the  continent,  particularly  in  the  county  of  Kent ; 

and  {hewed  the  probability  of  a  like  and  as  it  turns  upon  a  poir.t  that  af- 

advantage  being   taken  at   Lille,  feels  mod  people  in  bulinefs,  we 

where  Mifs  Harford  *«  defired  the  (hall  ftate  generally  the  import  of 

ceremony  to  be  performed  in  the  the  qucftion,  aud  the  learned  judges* 

Englifli  language.      He  next  prov-  opinions. 

cd  from  the  lex  loci  of  the  country  An  application  was  madebyMefT. 
in  which  the  marriage  contract  was  Adam  for  a  new  trial,  on  a  verdict 
celebrated,  that  it  was  illegal ;  that  given  againft  them  at  the  laft  Lent 
it  was  likewife  illegal  under  the  atTizes  in  Kent,  in  an  action  brought 
Marriage  Act  of  175   ;  that  it  was  in  the  name  of  the  earl  of  otanhope 
void  by  the  common  law  antecedent  againit  thofe   gentlemen,  for  da- 
tb  that  period  ;  that  it  was  equally  mages  fuflainetT  by  the  failure  of 
Condemned  by  the  principles  of  the  Liardct's  ft u ceo,   executed  at  the 
Roman  and  the  canon  law.    His  houfc  of  Chcvcning,  under  a  pa- 
argument,  which  embraced  an  im-  tent  right  aifigned  to  them  by  Liar- 
rnenfe  fcopc  of  learning  and  law,  det  the  inventor. 
?poth  jurisprudential  and  canonical,  Lord  Mahon  appeared  to  be  the 
lafted  two  hours.    At  nine  o'clock  folc  manager  throughout  the  whole 
.Mr.  Mansfield  began  his  argument,  of  this  bulinefs,  and  the  principal 
and  continued   until  ten,    in  the  witnefs  brought  to  fupport  this  cc- 
courfe  of  which  he  concluded  that  tion  was  lord  Mahon  himfelf,  who 
the  marriage  in  queflion  was  found-  pretended  to  have  h?d  a  warranty 
ed  in  fraud  and  illegality  :  particu-  from  Mi.  Kennedy,  one  of  Melt, 
larly  with  refpect  to  the  lex  loci  of  Adamt' foremen,  who  is  de:id,'  and 
the  two  places  (Fiench  Flanders  and  the  quellion  turned  upon  the  vali- 
Penmaijc)  in  which  it  was  perform-  dity  and  credibility  ot  the  evidence 
ed.    He  quoted  the  opinions  of  the  given  by  lord  Mahon,  in  fupport  of 
ablcft   lawyers  in  thofe  places  to  this  warranty, 
prove  his  aflettions. — After  a  pro-  With  refpect  to  the  validity,  it 
fundity  of  argument  he  concluded  was  eftabliftied  by  the  learned  judges 
with  craving  judgment  in  favour  of   as  a  clear  point  of  law,  that  unlefs  a 
JMifs  Harford.  fervant  has  cither  a  general  or  a  par- 
The  court  was  immediately  clear-  ticular  authority  given  him  by  his 
I    ed  and  after  half  an  hour's  confide-  mafter  to  grunt  a  warranty,  that  he 
ration  the  court  was  opened  and  final  has  no  power  of  binding  him,  and 
judgment  was  given. — ,4  That  both  that  the  exprcflions  imdc  ufe  of  by 
pretended  marriages  were  void — that  Mr.  Kennedy  in  the  prcfent  cafe, 
Mifs  Harford,  tall'ely  in  the  libel  were  merely  thofe  fort  of  loofe  re- 
called Morris,  was  at  lull  liberty  to  commendations  qf  this  lfucco,  that 
marry  again,  and  that  Mr.  Morris   every  perfon  who  is  a  vender,  corn- 
was  condemned  ip  full  colls."  monly  makes  ufe  of  in  praifc  of  the 
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particular  commodity  in  which  he 
dt*al?,  but  by  no  mcaus  amounted 
to  a  pecihe  warranty. 

As  to  the  credibility  of  lord  Ma- 
lic :>.'*  tcftimonv  the  learned  judges 
tg'eeJ,  that  lord  Mahon's  evidence 
w.'S  a  it  oiig  proof,  how  cautious 
evciv  penon  ihould  be,  of  becom- 
ing a  witnels,  in  a  c.iufe  in  which 
it  intereited,  as  the  mind  of  any 
man  under  inch  ci ream  dances  is  apt 
to  he  warped  in  its  judgment,  and 
in  no  inltance  could  this  appear 
itrongcr.  than  in  the  prefent,  as  the 
nobie  Wd  had  up^n  the  trial  aflert- 
ed  t*cib  to  f)io.e  a  warranty,  in  di- 
rect com  rati  iction  to  hi*  cond.ift,  and 
which  ir  «a  ev-dtnt  he  would  not 
tyave  aliened  fjme  vers  bdore. 

The  >crdi&  *g;uiili  ti*c  Meflrs. 
Adams  was  accordingly  for  a  fecond 
time  fet  afide?~  The  counfel  for 
lord  Marvn  were.  Mr.  PeckhamJ 
Mr.  Morgan,  and  Mr.  Mingay  ; 
for  Mcffrs.  Adam — Mr.  Erikine  and 
Mr.  Adam  —Mr.  Erlkinc's  fpeech 
on  this  occafion,  was  not  only  the 
moil  correct  in  point  of  argument, 
but  alfo  the  molt  fplerdid  and  elo- 
quent, that  we  ever  remember  to 
have  heard  in  any  court  upon  a  law 
fubject. 

34.  The  following  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  the  right  hon.  the  lord 
mayor,  from  the  marquis  of  Car- 
marthen, one  of  his  majefty's  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  flate : 

St.  James's,  May  24,  1784.. 

**  Mv  lord, 

*•  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordmip,  that  Mr.  Stone  is  juft 
arrived  from  Fans,  with  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of  peace  between  his  ma- 
jefty  and  the  (hires-general  of  the 
United  Provinces,  which  was  fign- 
ed  the  20th  infant,  by  Mr.  Hailes, 
hit  majefty's  minifter  plenipotenti- 
ary, and  the  Dutch  plenipotentiaries. 

V  1  fend  your  lordfhip  immediate 


notice  of  this  event,  that  it  may  be 
made  publi.  without  lofs  of  rime . 
14  I  am,  with  great  truth  and 
regard, 

«*  My  Lord, 
•*  Your  Lordfhip 's  moil  humble 
fcrvant, 


**  Carmarthen.** 


Right  Hatt*  the  Lord -Mayor. 

Carlton  Houfe,    The  utmoft 
fcftivity  prevailed  throughout  tht* 
man  lion  of  gaiety,  and   a  fuccef-j 
fion  ot    elegant    rccrtations  made 
it  a  fcene   ot"  continual  plcafure 
and   entertainment.    The  rain  of 
the    preceding   night   did  not  in 
the  le.ilr  interrupt  the  morning  fete 
prepared  in  the  gardens  ;  as  a  camp 
of  a  new  conduction  was  placed 
along  the  front  or  the  palace,  fo 
contrived,  that   in  cafe  of  (bow- 
ers, the  company  might  hare  Hep- 
ped from  the  apartment  to  the  mar- 
quees without  the  lead  inconveni- 
ence.   The  camp  was  corapofed  of 
a  range  of  five  large  tents,  covered 
on  each  fide  by  four  kfler  tents,  and 
a  beautiful  pavilion  which  formed 
an  cnfemble  tn  t.vo  points  of  view 
exceedingly  pichirefque  and  agree- 
able in  its  effect.    At  a  little  dif- 
tance,  under  the  umbrage  of  fome 
fine  trees,  a  beautiful  awning  was 
fprcad    thirty   feet   high,  eighty 
long,  and  fixty  wide  ;  it  Was  fixed 
with  uncommon  taftc,  and  contrived 
fo  cuiioully,   that  the  means  by 
which  it  was  futpended  could  not 
be  difcovered. 

About  noon  a  company  of  upwards 
of  600  perlons  of  falhion  were  collect- 
ed to  partake  of  the  dejfune.  The  ball 
uas  opened  about  four  in  the  after- 
noon by  the  prince  of  Wales  and 
duchefs  of  Devonshire,  on  a  level 
under  the  beautiful  awning  already 
mentioned.  The  extent  of  the  awn- 
ing admitted  of  a  numerous  com- 
pany (landing  up.  and  the  dances 
continuing  till  part  feven,  moft  of 

the 
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the  gentlemen  and  ladies  h  »d  oppor-  lord  MansficlJ  ;  lords  Nonh,  J.  and 
tunnies  of  partaking  in  the  ball.—  G.  Cavendifh  ;   general  Conway; 
Three  bands  were  provided,  among  1  >rds  Pclham,  Southampton,  Petrc, 
whom  were  the  chief  performers  of  Avlcfbury,  Weymouth  ;  fir  W.W. 
the  guards.     1  he  clufhing  of  the  Wynne,   Mr.  Fox,    Mr.  Peiham, 
cymbals  was  acknowledged  to  pro-  Mr.  Onflow,  Mr.  Fuzpatrick,  Mr. 
duce  a  fine  effect,  and  give  great  Sheridan,  &c. 
life  to  the  other  inttruments.  26.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Pn  the  conelufion  of  the  ball,  Wcilmintter    dehors   at  Willis's 
many  of  the  company  retired:   a  room  in  King- ftreet,  St.  James's,  to 
party,  however,  to  the  amount  of  take  into  confidcration  the  proceed- 
nearly  3--.0  ladies  and  gentlemen,  ifigs  of  the  houfc  of  commons  with 
remained  to   dine  with  his  royal  refpeel  to  >he  Weftminfter  election  ; 
highnefs.   A  moll  magnificent  table  and  to  intimate  the  intention  of  con- 
was  tprcad  in  the  ball  room,  at  which  vening  a  general   meeting  of  the 
lady   Southampton   prcflded  :   the  electors  in  Wrlhninfier-hall  for  their 
ladies  dined  full,  according  to  the  advice  and  concurrence  in  profecut- 
Paiiiian  mode  when  large  allcmblics  ing  fuch  future  mcafurcs  for  fccur- 
iiKet,  and  the  gentlemen  attended  ing  the  liberty  of  election,  as  may 
them:  the  prince  hitrffelf  was  not  be  ncccfiary  for  them  to  adopt  up. 
an  exception  to  this  rule,  but  was  on  the  evenf  of  an  unfavourable 
ioremolt  among  the  polite  in  wait-  dccilion  of  the  houle  of  commons, 
ing  on  hij  fair  vifmnts.     \  he  diu-  Lord  Surrey,  lord  Lui  low,  lord 
rer  confittcd,  including  its  various  Robert  Spencer,  lord  George  Gor- 
courfes  iind  removes,  ot  jzocod  files ;  don,  colonel  Fitzpatrick,  Mr.  Hare, 
the  whole  of  which  was  fupplied  in  Mr.Sheridan,  Mr.  Adam,  and  many 
a  fiyle  truly  princely  and  grand  :  of  the  leading  electors  were  prcfent 
the  foreign  ambatLdors  who  were  on  this  occafion.     \  he  refutations 
prefent,  fyoke  in  the  mofi  animated  entered    into    parted  unanimoufly. 
terms  of  the  hofpitality  and  fpirit  of  Mr.  Counfellor  Widmore  was  in  the 
the  Engiift)  prince,  and  the  order  chair. 

in  which  his  lete  w..s  conduced.  29.  Laft  night's  Gazette  contains 

Some  of  the  company  took  their  de-  an  addrefs  ftom  the  county  of  Kent, 

partuie  after  dinner,  and  others  re-  in  favour  ot  the  prefent  adminiltra- 

tiied  till  the  ball  room  was  cleared,  ti<*n. 

when  the  fprightly  dance  was  again  — .  The  King  againfr  William 

jciumcd  ;  and  the  prince,  dctcr.nin*  Rokrtfon,  indicted  for  forging  an 

ing  that  the  fcunal  Ihould  be  ns  order  of  fir  Edward  Hughes  tor  fup- 

compleic  as  poflible,  difpatched  col.  plying  the  garrifon  of  Goree  with 

Lake  as  u  courier  of  plcaiure  tu  Ra-  provilion,  and  a  receipt  of  Junes 

nelagh,    to  fummon    his    cholcn  Rot  ke,  lieutenant-colonel  and  com- 

friends  to  a  petit  f super.  n larding  oflicer  of  the  troops  at  Go- 

Among  the  perf.  ns  of  d-fiincTt  n  rcc,  for  the  fame  provifions. 

on  Monday  at  the  prince  of  Wales'*  The  indictment  confified  of  twelve 

fete,  were  the  duchclles  ot  D:von-  counts  for  forging  and  puhli  filing 

(hire,  Portland,  Bedtotd,  lady  Din-  the  faid  receipt  and  order,  with  in- 

cann"n,  ladv  North,  n»dy  Couway,  tent  to  defraud,    ift  the  king,  2d 

ladyCaveiuiilh,  l  ady  Melbourne,  la-  the  commifiioners  of  the  vicluailing- 

<iv  Archer,  Mrs.Sheridan  ;  the  dukes  office,  and  3d  the  faid  Jamcb  Kooke. 

of  Devon,  Portland,  Bcaulorr,  and  An  application  was  made  to  the 

pro- 
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profccutors  to  put  off  the  trial  till  manded— and  Hkewife  taking  notice 

Monday,  which  was  after  an  hour's  of  the  petition  preftntcd  on  Mon- 

argumcuc  refufcd.     The   bulincfs  day  lait.    It  then  prayed  that  the 

then  began.  bailiff  might  be  directed  to  proceed 

Counfcl  for  the  crown,  Mr.  fol-  upon  the  fcrutiny,  or  that  the  houfe 

licitor-general,  Mr.  Wjlibn,  Mr.  would  give  them  fueh  further  relief 
fcrjeant  Walker,  Mr.  Sylvcfter,  and  .  as  to  their  wifdom  may  fecm  meet — 

Mr.  Ruflci.    Attorney,  Mr.  Bax-  the  fame  was  rend  and  01  dercd  to  be 

ter. — Counfel  for  the  prifoner,  Mr.  coofulcrcd  at  the  fame  time  with  the 

Bearcrctt,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  ErfJcine,  petitition  of  the  right  hon.  Charlea 

and  Mr.  Ficldinr.    Attorney,  Mcff.  James  Fox. 

Gregg  and  Potts.    Mr.  Robertfon  Extrafl  of a  letter from  Paris,  June  3. 

was  honourably  acquitted.  44  The  king  has  been  pieafed  to 

erafe  the  fentence  of  the  court  mar- 

J    U          E.  tiai  at  1  Orient,  that  the  atiair  be  no 

longer  agitated,  which  is  ineffectual 

1  •  Nine   prifoners    were    tried  to  anfwer  the  public  expectation.  It 

at  the  Old  Baiicy,  three  of  whom  is  faid,  that  a  fecond  council  of  war 

were  convicted  of  felonies,  iix  were  will  be  held,  folely  to  examine  and 

acquitted,    among .  which  number  judge  tjje  conduct  of   cointc  de 

iverc  the  three  perfons  who  flood  Gralle,  who  in  his  quality  of  admi- 

indicled  for  the  murder  of  Nicholas  ral  and  captain,  ought,  according 

Caflbn,  in  Covent-Ciarden,  the  evi-  to  the  marine  law,  to  juftify  him- 

deuce  not  being  fuflicient  to  identify  felt  himfclf,  by  explaining  the  mo- 

the  perfon  who  actually  gave  the  tives  which  obliged  him  to  give  up 

blow  which  occafioned  his  death,  the  Villc  dc  Paris. 

The  trial  lailed  feven  hours,  and  On  the  30th  ult.  the  Parilians 

the  jury,  without  retiring,  brought  reforted  in  crowds  to  Verfailles,  to 

in  their  verdict — Not  guilty.  fee  the  ceremony  of  in  veiling  Mr. 

After  the  trial  ended,  a  gentle-  le  Bailli  de  Suflrein  with  the  blue 

man  who  was  included  in  the  faid  ribbon.    In  the  procclfaon  were  all 

indictment,  furrendcrcd  himfelf,  but  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  all 

there  being  no  evidence  given  againlt  the  knights  of  the  order  of  the  Holy 

bim,  he  was  alfo  acquitted.  Gholt." 

2.  A  petition  from  the  bailiff  of  c.  On  Saturday  night  lord  Hin- 

Weltminlkr  was  prefentcd  yellerddy  chinbroke  was  (lopped  in  hiscarri- 

to  the  houfe  of  commons,  praying  age  near  Uxbrrdgc  by  a  fingle  hi<;h- 

leavc  to  be  heard  by  counfcl  ugainft  wayman,  who  robbed  him  of  his 

a  petition,  figned  by  certain  per-  wach  and  twenty  guineas, 

fons,  electors  of  Wcftminfter,  and  10.  A  Scots  correfpondent  fug- 

preferred  to  that  houfe  cn  Monday  gclls,  that  the  incrcating  black ne fa 

Lit.    Leave  w^s  given.  of  the  afpeft  of  public  proceedings 

Yefterd*y  a  petition  figned  by  a  in  all  quarters  of  the  world,  where 

great  number  of  resectable  electors  the  king's  prefent  cabinet  is  con- 

of  the  ciry  of  Weilminllcr  was  pre-  cerned  requires  the  mofl  accurate 

ftntcd  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  attention,  and  the  greateft  abilities, 

flaring  when   the  poll  began  and  to  extricate  the  remains  of  the  BrU 

cr.did,  with  the  numbers  that  had  tifli  dominions  from  the  impend- 

polled  for  each  candidate — and  flat-  ing    ftorms    that  threaten  them, 

jng  that  a  fcrutiny  had  been  de-  The   troubles  arc  already  com- 
mencing 
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mencing  in  Scotland.    The  dif- 
tillery   riots  are  truly  alarming. 
They  arc  founded  on  thede  p-root- 
<d  difcontents  which  were  occafion- 
cd  all  over  Scotland  by  the  contempt 
of  their  reprefentations  and  j>etitions 
for  the  redrefs  of  grievances  on  that 
head.    Lord  George  Gordon  was 
inftruclcd  by  the  people  from  mod 
parts  of  that  country  to  lay  their 
diftrcflcd  fituation  before  the  houfe 
of  commons ;  and  he  did  fo  in  fe- 
vcral  very  long  tpeeches  in  the  win- 
ter-feffion,  juft  before  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower ;  but  the  houfe 
of  commons  chofe  rather  to  be- 
lieve,  and   act  upon,   what  Mr. 
Henry  Dundas  advanced  in  oppo- 
fition  to  him.    Thus  thefe  dilcon- 
tents,  we  fee,  have  been,  brewing 
and  fermenting  for  fome  years  pad. 
The  outrageous  proceedings,  how- 
ever, only  began  on  the  king's  birth 
day.     The  multitude  then  aflcm- 
bled  in  the  Parliamem-fquarc,  and 
in  place  of  demonftrations  of  joy, 
and  (houting  for  gladncfs  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  nothing  but  dead  dogs  and 
cats  were  thrown  about  the  ftrccts 
of  Edinburgh,  accompanied  with 
groans,  hides,  and  murmurings  of 
every  difagreeable  defcription.  In 
the  evening  they  attacked  the  diftil- 
lery  at  Cannon-Mills,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  city.    Some  hand- 
bills were  diftributed,  to  prove,  that 
the  high  price  of  provifions  was 
tblely  to  be  attributed  to  the  im- 
mente  quantity  of  grain  manufac- 
tured into  fpirituous  liquors.  Other 
hand-bills   and    incendiary  leiters 
tvere  dropt  through  the  city,  tend- 
ing to  excite  a  general  riPing.  The 
attack  was  begun  with  throwing 
tfoncs.     The  defence   was  made 
with  fire-arms.    One  of  the  afi^il- 
ants  was  killed  dead  on  the  fpot, 
juft  as  he  had  got  half- way  in  at  the 
putcr  gate,  by  two  of  Mr.  Haig's 
o 


fcrvants  firing  their  pieces  at  him. 
This,  inrtead  01  difperling,  incrcaf- 
ed  the  tumult.    The  dragoons  from 
Leith,  and  the  mi.itary  from  the 
calrh*  immediately  attended,  fup- 
plied  with  powder  and  ball.  Mr. 
Haig's  lervanrs,  who  ftior  tht*  u»;mt 
weic  committed    to   prifon  j  but 
though  conducted  there  by  a  ftrong 
efcort  of  dragnom.  the  multitude 
pelted  them  with  ltones  in  fuch 
a  furious  manner,  that  one  of  their 
lives  is  defpaired  ot,  aud  the  other 
very  much  bruifed.      The  com* 
manding  officer,  and  many  of  the 
dragoons,  fuffered  alfo  very  much 
irom  the  ilones  that  were  thrown 
at  them.    A  ftiong  piny  of  the  mi. 
litary  was  left  to  guard  the  premifes. 
A  fecond  attack  was  made  upon 
them  the  evening  after.    A  third 
attack  was  made  on  Monday  ;  and 
another  party  of  1 50  foldiers  were 
ordered  into  the  diftiilery  to  reinforce 
the  70  dragoons  that  were  quartered 
there.    Thefe  blocked  up  the  paf- 
fage  to  the  works,  and  prevented  the 
croud,  which  was  now  confidently 
increafed  by  numbers  from  Leith, 
accompanied  with  drums,  from  mak- 
ing good  their  attack  in  front.  They 
then  attacked  the  Wed  fide  of  the 
works,  but  were  driven  back.  They 
next  proceeded  to  burn  and  deftroy 
the  carts,  hay,  &c.  in  attempt- 
ing to  prevent  which,  the  mili- 
tary fired  about  two  rounds,  by 
which  another  man  was  killed,  and 
fevcral  wounded.    The  very  fame 
night  a  large  diftiilery  at  Ford, 
about  four  miles  above  Dalkeith,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  llcid,  was  deltroyed 
and  burnt  to  the  grouud  with  every 
article  belonging  to  it.    An  attack 
was  alio  made  the  fame  night  upon 
another  diftiilery  at  Clement's  Wells, 
near  Muflclburgh,  but  fuccefsfully 
defended  by  the  dragoons.  Gene- 
ral  Leflie  and  colonel  Campbell, 

a*d 
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and  the  reft  of  the  officers  of  the 
military,  have  had  but  little  reft 
fince  thrfe  difturbances  began.  The 
following  declaration  has  been  pub- 
lithed  by  iSleflis.  Haig  and  Co.  on 
the  part  of  the  diftillers,  by  way  of 
quieting  the  minds  of  the  people : 
Edinburgh^  June  9,  1 784* 
"  Whereas  various  reports  have 
of  late  been  propagated,  refpecling 
the  nature  and  effects  of  the  diftil- 
lery  at  Canonmills,  carried  on  by 
us,  it  is  thought  proper  to  inform 
the  public,  that  thefe  reports  have 
no  other  foundation  than  a  falfe  Jlate 
of  fads, 

44  It  has  unhappily  taken  poflef- 
fion  of  the  minds  of  many  people, 
that  all  forts  of  grain,  wheat,  oatt, 
barley,  and  peafe,  are  con  fumed 
there  in  great  quantities ;  and  that 
even  oat-meal  and  roots,  fuch  as 
potatoes,  turnips,  carrots,  are  made 
to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  diftillanon ; 
and  confequently,  that  the  markets 
are  really  affected  by  this  fuppofed 
confum prion.  Now,  the  genuine 
truth  is,  that  no  other  fpecies  of 
grain  are  made  ule  of  by  us  in  our 
diftillery  at  Cannonmills,  but  bar* 
ley,  rye,  and  fometimes  fuch  par- 
cels of  wheat  as  happen  to  receive 
damage,  or  are  in  quality  unfit  for 
bread  ;  and  that  not  a  grain  of  oats, 
•  peafe,  or  a  particle  of  oat-meal,  nor 
any  potatoes,  carrots,  turnips,  or 
other  roots,  are  ufed  in  our  diftil- 
lery  in  any  fliape. 

«*  With  regard  to  the  barley  ufed 
by  us,  the  markets  cannot  be  affect- 
ed, becaufe  it  has  been  almoft  to  a 
trifle  imported  into  Leith  from  di- 
fiant  places :  and  fo  very  attentive 
have  wc  been,  that  again  and  again 
we  have  refufed  to  purchafe  the  par- 
cels offered  to  us  here ;  nay,  we  are 
confident,  500  bolls  of  the  growth 
of  this  country  have  not  been  con- 
fumed  at  our  works. 
**  The  wheat  that  has  hitherto 
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been  ufed,  was,  to  a  very  trifle,  bad 
grain,  of  the  importation  of  lad 
fcafon,  purchafed  at  low  p  ices. 

"  If  a  doubt  remain  about  thefe 
facts,  they  can  be  ascertained  by  the 
names  and  atteftations  of  the  im- 
porters. 

**  So  far  are  we  from  con  fuming 
roots  at  our  works,  that  even  the 
cattle  and  hogs  are  not  fed  with 
them.  The  cattle  arc  brought  there 
to  confume  the  grain  or  draff,  and 
by  that  food  alone  they  are  fattened 
for  the  markets. 

**  We  have  reared  a  work  at  a 
great  expence,  and  have  at  all  timet 
a  contidcrable  itock  on  tbe  fpot, 
which  we  are  confeious  muft  be  of 
the  higheft  advantage  to  the  country 
and  the  neighbourhood  ;  a  work 
which  gives  bread  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  people,  and  returns  a  large 
annual  fum  to  Edinburgh.— Great 
quantities  of  gtaiu  are  imported  by 
us,  which  would  never  have  come 
to  Scotland,  and  with  the  refufe  of 
which  numbers  of  cattle  and  bogs 
are  fattened,  and  the  ncceflariea  of 
human  life  increafed. 

**  The  diftillers  in  London,  en- 
vious of  the  Scotch  in  the  fame 
trade,  are,  at  the  prcfcnt  moment* 
exerting  their  utmoli  influence  to 
deprive  the  country  of  that  valuable 
branch,  and  therefore,  it  muft  ap- 
pear beyond  meal  u  re  cruel  and  im- 
politic m  the  people  at  home  to  en- 
deavour to  fupprefs  it. 

•«  Were  the  people  coolly  to  re- 
flect, it  would  evidently  occur  to 
them,  that  the  confumption  of  vic- 
tuals upon  the  fpot  is  lcllcned,  by  the 
markets  being  fupplicd  with  fpirits 
extracted  from  imported  grain. 

Certain  infotmation  has  been 
received,  that  the  reports  complain- 
ed of  have  been  induftrioufly  iprcad 
abroad  by  intercfted  people  ;  and, 
mould  the  fame  malevolence  be  con- 
tinued, we  (hall  find  ourfelrca  under 
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the  ncccfilty  of  expofing  the  indivi- 
dual?, and  applying  for  legal  redrefs 
againft  them. 

44  We  are  greatly  concerned  for 
thofe  unhappy  people  who  fuffercd 
upon  Friday  and  Monday  lad  ;  but 
the  nature  of  the  attack  made  upon 
our  property  mult  juftity  us  in  the 
defence  or  it.  Arms  of  every  kind 
are  provided  for  that  purpofe,  as 
alfo  a  military  force  in  our  works ; 
and,  if  we  lhall  be  obliged  to  life 
them,  many  lives  will  be  loft,  a  cir- 
cu  in  (lance  which  we  lhall  moil  lin- 
cerely  regret. 

•«  The  people,  it  is  hoped,  will 
reflect,  that  the  damage  (fliould  they 
be  fuffercd  to  do  it)  mult  be  repair- 
ed  by  the  pub  ic  ;  and  we  have  no 
doubt,  that,  bcfidcs  our  own  endea- 
vours, the  public  will  take  every 
mcafure  to  prevent  farther  mifchief, 
and  concur  in  affording  all  necclfary 
protection. 

"  James  Haio  and  Co." 

15.  A  Scotch  correfpondent  in- 
forms us,  that  five  companies  of  the 
24th  regiment,  from  Dundee,  ar- 
rived at  Leith  on  Saturday,  June  the 
1 2th,  with  an  intention  to  prevent 
farther  dilturbanpes.  A  niccing  of 
the  heritors  of  the  county  of  Mid- 
Lothian  was  fummoned  on  the  9th 
by  public  advertiiement  from  Mr. 
fheriff  Cockburn,  to  convene  in  the 
inner  feffions^houfe  on  the  12th  at 
noon,  to  concert  meafnrcs  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  outrages.  They  met  ac- 
cordingly. Mr.  (herift*  Cockburn, 
and  fir  John  Dalrymplc,  one  of  the 
thing's  judges,  propofed  a  firing  of 
refolutions  in  favour  of  the  diitil- 
lcries  ;  but  the  king's  folicitor-ge- 
ncral  obferving  that  the  matter  was 
of  fo  much  importance,  not  only 
to  that  county,  but  to  the  country 
at  large,  winScd  no  precipitate  mc  i- 
furcs  to  be  adopted.  lie  then 
moved,  that  a  future  meeting  fhould 
be  called  to  deliberate  farther  upon 


the  fubjec"t.  Sheriff  Cockburn*! 
and  judge  Dalrymple's  refolutions 
were  withdrawn.  A  declaration  was 
publifhed  on  the  12th  by  Mr.  John 
Aitchifon,  the  proprietor  of  Cle- 
ments Wells  diftillery,  tending  to 
exculpate  himfelf,  3nd  offering  to 
fell  meal  to  the  people  at  a  cheap 
rate.- 

14.  Lord  Sydney  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  peers  a  petition  of 
James  Bartholomew  Radcliffe,  efq. 
by  the  ftyle  and  title  of  earl  of 
Newburgh,  flaring  himfelf  to  be 
as  well  entitled  to  the  earldom 
of  Newburgh  as  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  that  are  annexed  to 
the  peerage  of  this  realm.  His 
lordlliip  lignified  his  majeftv's  re- 
commendation, and  the  petition  be- 
ing read,  was  ordered  fo  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  privileges. 

ic.  The  crime  of  forgery,  fo 
dangerousjn  a  commercial  country, 
13  now  arrived  at  the  molt  alarming 
height :  two  young  men  at  this  time 
in  cuftody  for  uttering  forged  bank 
notes.  On  Monday  they  called  at 
Mr.  Baker's,  in  St.  Paul's  Church- 
yard, on  pretence  of  chooling  lace 
for  a  Mrs.  Pol  tar,  their  employer, 
and  made  choice  of  a  parcel,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  240I.  but  fome- 
thing  in  their  manner  railing 'fufpi- 
cion  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Baker  when 
they  called  in  the  evening  for  the 
invoice,  he  defircd  his  clerk  to  fol- 
low them,  who  traced  them  to  Mr. 
Caruther's  in  Cheaptide,  where  they 
had  been  with  the  fame  ftory,  and 
had  chofen  a  parcel  of  lace,  to  the 
amount  of  iyA.  In  order  to  deteel 
them,  it  was  therefore  agreed  by 
Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Cartithers  that 
when  they  came  again  for  the  goods, 
which  they  had  agreed  to  pay  for, 
thru  the  one  would  let  the  other 
know.  About  half  afrer  fix  on 
Tucfday  evening,  Mr.  Caruther  ran 
to  Mr,  Baker  with  a  tank  note  of 
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100I.   in  his  hand.     Mr.  Baker 
Went  to  a  neighbour  to  compare  it 
fith  a  note  of  that  fum  ;  but  not 
finding  one,  he  went  into  the  city 
to  his  bankers,  to  alk  their  opinion 
of  the  note,  and  of  two  others  which 
Mr.  Caruther  had  got  from  the 
young  men  in  his  way  to  the  city. 
The  bankers  and  their  clerks  gave 
h  as  their  opinion  that  they  were 
genuine  ;  frill  the  prejudice  was  fo 
ftrong  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Baker, 
that  he  went  to  the  Bank,  and  find- 
ing in  the  bill-office  a  clerk,  he 
aiked  his  opinion  of  the  note3.  His 
anfw,er  was,  he  had  no  doubt  they 
were  good.    Not  yet  fatisfied,  he 
fortunately  went  to  the  accomptjnt's 
office,  and   on  examination  they 
werc  all  found  counterfeited  fo  ex- 
actly, that  it  was  almoft  importable, 
on  comparing  them  with  the  genuine 
notes,  to  find  any  difference.  The 
principals  concerned  in  thefe  for* 
gerics  are  fuppofcd*to  be  the  pcr- 
fons  who  were  fome  time  ago  ad- 
ycrtifed  in  the  papers. 

16.  The  recorder  made  his  report 
to  his  rnajefty  of  the  convicts  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  viz. 
Thomas  Randall,  Robert  Ganley, 
Daniel  Beanc,  Archibald  But  ridge, 
James  Davis,  Jofcph  Hawes,  James 
Hawkins,  John  Lynch,  James  Far- 
rell,  Patrick  Birmingham,  Sam.  el 
Hall,  William  Hobbs,  John  Tay- 
lor, Drummond  Clarke,  Charles 
Barton,  Patrick  Burne,  William 
Smith,  Jfaac  Torres,  Elizabeth 
Vitkry,  Peter  Hallctt  alias  Edward 
Verilly,  Charles  Crifwell,  John 
Mofelcy,  Simon  Young,  and  John 
Boyle  ;  when  Robert  Ganley,  Pa- 
trick Birmingham,  Peter  Haflctr, 
Patrick  Burne,  Ifaac  Torres,  Charles 
Barton,  Thomas  Randall,  William 
Smith,  Daniel  Beane,  Archibald 
Burridge,  James  Farrell,John  Lynch, 
James  Hawkins,  Jofeph  Hawkins, 
and  James  Davis,  were  ordered  for 
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execution  on  Wednefuay  next,  the 
23d  inilant. 

19.  Came  on  to  be  tried  before 
the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exche- 
quer, at  the  Guildhall,  London, 
the  caufe   captain  S -.it ton  asainft 
commodore  Johnttone.    The  trial 
began  at  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday 
morning,  *md  continued  twenty  two 
hours     The   jury    retired  about 
feven  o'clock,  and  at  eight  on  Sun- 
day morning  gave  a  verdict  of  5000I. 
damages  for  captain  Sutton. 
Extra  ft    of  a  letter  from  Dublin, 
June  2  r. 
Saturday  fe'nnight,  about  feven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  number 
ot  pcrfons,  to  the  amoun^of  more 
than  a  hundred,  aficmbled  in  a  riot- 
ous manner  before  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Andrew  Clarke,  of  Chancery- 
lane,  in  this  city,  matter  taylor, 
and  tight  or  nine  of  them  having 
forcibly  entered    his  houfe,  they 
laid  hold  of  him,  and  dragged  him 
almeft  n;iked  through  the  ltreets  re  a 
place   called   the  Tenter-ground, 
where,  being  affiftcd  by  a  conlidcr- 
ablc  number  of  perfons  who  had 
joined  them  in  their  way  thither, 
after  making  ufe  of  the  m'oft  hurrj4 
menaces  and    imprecations,  they 
ftripped  him  quite  naked,  and  with 
a  brufli  befmcared  him  all  over  with 
tar,  afliguing  as  their  reafon  for  fo 
doing,  that  he  was  an  importer  of 
EngliQi  cloth  ;  that  their  treatment 
of  him  then  was  only  to  be  conferr- 
ed as  a  llight  punifliment  for  what 
was  paft,  and  that  the  next  time 
they  were  determined  to  hang  him. 

The  lord  lieutenant  and  council 
have  this  day  iflued  a  proclamation, 
offering  a  reward  of  five  hundred 
pounds  for  apprehending  the  firft  of 
the  offenders,  and  two  hundred 
pounds  for  each  of  the  next  five ; 
to  be  paid  on  conviction. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  cor- 
poiation  of  taylori  have  offered  a 
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reward  of  one  hundred  and  ten  commanding  a  view  of  the  fatal 
pounds  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  fpot,  were  crowded,  and  many  thou- 
(hall  profecutc  to  conviction  the  fands  of  people  were  aflembled  in  the 
perfons  concerned  in  toe  above  dur-  Old  Bailey  before  fix  o'clock, 
mg  outrage,  viz.  fifty  pounds  for  24.  This  afternoon,  at  four 
the  firft,  and  twenty  pounds  for  o'clock,  the  poll  for  a  reprefentative 
each  of  the  three  next  perfons  con-  for  the  borough  of  Southwark  finally 
vidled.  clofed,  when  the  numbers  ftood  as 

22.  This   morning   at  eleven   follow : 

o'clock  came  on  at  the  huttings*  in  22.   23.  24. 

Mill  lane,  Tooley-ftreet,  the  elec-  For  P.  Lc  Mefurier,  533  863  935 
rion  of  a  member  for  the  borough  Sir  R.  Hotham,  506  842  924 

6f  Southwark,  in  the  room  of  lir  — * 
Barnard  Turner,  deceafed.     The  Majority  n 

candidates  were,  iir  Richard  Ho-  A  fcrutiny  was  demanded  in  fa- 
tham,  formerly  member  for  South-  vour  of  fir  Richard  Hotham. 
wark,  and  Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq.  25.  This  day,  at  four  o'clock* 
a  director  of  the  Eatt  India  com-  Mr.  Holder,  the  high  bailiff  of  the 
pany.  Upon  the  (hew  of  hanHs,  borough,  held  the  adjourned  huft- 
thc  majority  appeared  in  favour  of  ings  in  Mill-Urne,  Tooley-ftreet. 
fir  Richard  Hotham;  but  the  friends  He  faid,  that  his  very  ill  {late  of 
of  Mr.  Le  Mefurier  demanded  a  health  obliged  him  to  decline  grant- 
poll  in  his  favour,  which  immcdi-  ing  a  fcrutiny ;  the  fatigue  he  had 
ately  commenced.  already  gone  through  in  the  elec- 

23.  The  following  convicts  were  tion  having  very  much  injured  his 
executed  on  the  fcaftbld  erected  for  health,  which  was  before  much  im- 
that  purpofe  before  Newgate  :  Wil-  paired,  he  therefore  made  the  return 
liam  Smith,  Ifaac  Torres,  Charles  to  the  writ,  declaring,  that  by  the 
Barton,  Patrick  Burne,  Patrick  Bir-    number  of  the  poll  Mr.  Le  Mefurier 

•  mingham,  John  Lynch,  James  Far-  was  elected.  After  this  declaration, 
rcl,  Jamc6  Davis,  Daniel  Bean,  Ar-  Mr.  Lc  Mefurier  came  forward,  and 
chibald  Burridge,  Robert  G;inley,  made  a  fliort  fpeech  to  the  electors, 
and  Thomas  Randall,  for  burglary ;  thanking  them  for  the  honour  done 
Peter  Haflct  alias  Edward  Veriily,  him. 

for  perfon.iting  and  afluming  the  Sir  Richard  Hotham  alfo  came 
name  of  Thomas  Howard,  of  his  forward  ;  thanked  his  friends  for 
ma-jetty's  (hip  the  Pallas,  with  in-  the  trouble  and  fatigue  they  had  un- 
tent  to  receive  his  wages ;  and  Jo-  detgonc,  and  declared  his  intention 
feph  Haws  and  Ja:;,cs  Hawkins  for  of  appealing  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
a  ftreet  robbery.  The  above  un-  mons,  in  jufticc  to  them  as  well  as 
happy  men  came  upon  the  fcaffold  a  himfclf;  as  he  had  ample  proof  to 
little  before  feven  o'clock;  they  all  found  a  petition  againft  his  oppo- 
feemed  devout  and  penitent,  and  nenr,  not  only  of  bad  votes,  but  of 
behaved  in  every  refpect  as  became  other  illegal  practices.  The  huft*  • 
their  miferable  utuation.  The  pint-  ings  was  then  adjourned, 
form  dropped  about  a  quarter  be-  26.  Mr.  Atkinfon  was  brought 
fore  eight,  and  at  the  fame  moment  up  to  the  court  of  King  s  bench,  in 
they  were  all  launched  into  eternity,  order  to  abide  the  determination 
The  concourfe  was  immenfe ;  the  thereof ;  when  Mr.  Bcarcroft,  on 
windows  and  roofs  of  the  houfes   his  behalf,  produced  an  affidavit 
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fworn  by  Mri  Atkinfon,  which  was 
read,  and  tended  to  throw  a  great 
many  different  lights  on  the  fubjeefs, 
and  to  elucidate  the  feveral  points 
on  which  he  was  found  guilty.  He 
was  al fo  permitted^  viva  voce%  to  go 
into  the  different  lhrtement  of  thb 
account  which  he  had  with  the  vic- 
tualling-office, explaining  the  tranf- 
aetions  thereof  with  great  Accuracy 
and  precifion,  which  by  fome  means 
or  other  were  neglected,  and  not 
produced  at  the  trial.  Earl  Mans- 
field then  recapitulated  the  evidence 
given  at  the  trial,  and  compared  it 
with  that  now  offered,  and  pointed 
Out  fome  very  material  parts,  that 
went  in  a  great  mc&fure  to  clear  him 
from  the  imputations  he  laboured 
under.  He  (aid,  in  order  that  fub- 
ftantial  juuice  might  be  done  to 
both  parties^  either  to  punifli  the 
guilty  or  protect  the  innocent*  it 
would  beneceflary  to  have  affidavits 
from  the  commiruoncFs  of  the  vic- 
tualling-office (though  fome  of  them 
hdd  been  examined  at  the  trial  )j  and 
all  papers  and  accounts  in  their  pof- 
lcffion  relative  to  this  bulinefs,  smd 
poirpone  The  further  confederation 
thereof  till  they  can  be  produced. 
Mr*  Atkinlbn  was  therefore  remand- 
ed to  prlfon  ;  but  whether  judg- 
ment will  be  given  this  term  or  not 
is  very  uncertain. 

39.  The  four  men  who  were 
taken  up  by  the  patrole  near  Ken- 
tifti-towfl,  were  examined  before  fir 
Sampfon  Wright,  in  Bow-ftrect, 
when  they  were  ordered  for  farther 
examination ;  one  of  whom,  William 
Vandcput,  who,  it  was  reported, 
ft  ore  the  great  feal  from  the  lord 
chancellor's,  is  ordered  for  farther 
examination  to-morrow. 

— .  In  the  court  of  King's  bench, 
Several  gentlemen  furrendered  them- 
selves at  the  bar,  to  receive  judg- 
ment for  being  concerned  in  a  riot 
in  the  prifoa  of  the  Kiag's  bench 
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fome  time  ago,  whereof  thev  were5 
tried  and  convicled  ;  fome  affidavit! 
were  read  in  extenuation  of  their 
offence,  and  the  court  were  about 
to  fend  them  to  the  New  Gaol  ia 
the  Borough*  but  the  defendants 
begged  hard  to  be  committed  to  the 
former  prifon,  which  was  granted, 
and  they  are  to  be  confined  one 
month  in  the  flrong  room  of  the 
King  s  bench. 

St,  JameSs,  June  ig.  Orte  of 
the  king's  merfengers  arrived  on 
Sunday  laft  with  the  ratification, 
on  the  part  of  the  States  General  ot 
tht  United  Provinces,  of  the  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  peace,  finned  at 
Paris  on  the  aoth  of  May  lair,  which 
was  exchanged  with  Daniel  Hailes, 
efq:  his  majefty's  plenipotentiary, 
agriinft  his  mnjefty's  ratification,  on 
the  19th  inftant,  at  Paris,  by  the* 
plenipotentiaries  of  their  high  mighti* 
ntfles. 

JULY. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  tianrver^ 

The  prince  hifhop  of  Ofnabrugi 
fecond  Ion  of  his  Britannic  majeiry^ 
fee  out  this  morning  rbr  Vienna* 
His  royal  highnefs  will  afterwardt 
vifit  feveral  other  courts  of  Ger- 
man v,  and  will  not  return  hither 
till  towards  the  end  of  Otfobcr  next* 

2.  Wednef.ay  laft,  as  the  prince 
of  Wales  was  goin*  on  a  vifit  on 
horfeback,  a  few  miles  from  town* 
two  carriages  (tailing  the  foad  to- 
gether, he  rode  his  horfc  in  between 
them,  by  which   he  was  much 
bruifed,  and  narrowly  cfcaped  with 
hi$  lire.    This  morning  his  high* 
nefs  was  fomcthirig  better  than  he 
had  been  the  preceding  day,  but  • 
toward  the  evening  he  was  .  much 
wotic  i  the  pains  occafioned  by  the) 
bruife  on  his  fide  attacking  him 
very  feverely.    His  high  nefs  hat 
be  en  let  blood  twice* 
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4.  The  prince  of  Wales  has  been 
(o  ill,  in  confequence  of  his  late 
accident,  that  three  phylicians  were 
obliged  to  be  called  in,  and  at  one 
time  had  their  doubts  of  the  fafety 
of  his  royal  highncfs.  We  arc 
happy  to  add,  that  the  prince  is 
now  pronounced  out  of  danger. 

Dublin,  'July  6.  The  high  ihc- 
riffs  waited  on  his  grace  the  lord 
lieutenant  with  the  petition  of  the 
aggregate  body  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  to  his  ma- 
jelty,  reel ueftiiu;  his  excellency  that 
he  would  be  plea  fed  to  tranfmit  the 
fame.  He  returned  the  followiog 
anfwer : 

44  Gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time 
that  I  comply  with  your  requell,  I 
not  fail  to  convey  my  entire 
difapprobation  of  the  contents,  as 
calling  unjuii  reflections  on  the 
laws  and  parliament  of  Ireland, 
and  tending  to  weaken  the  authority 
of  both." 

7.  At  one  o'clock,  William  Bi- 
fhop,  common  crycr  of  this  ciry, 
attended  by  proper  officers,  read  at 
the  Royal  Exchange  gate  two  pro- 
donations,  one  relative  to  the  de- 
finitive treaty  being  figned  at  Pat  is 
between  Great  Britain  and  the 
States  General,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  and  alfo  a  pro- 
clamation for  a  general  thankf- 
giving  to  be  obferved  on  the  iijth 
inilant,  on  the  peace ;  they  ,  were 
all  afterwards  Jiuck  up  in  divers 
parts  of  the  city. 

8.  This  morning  Mr.  Linton, 
one  of  the  principal  muficians  be. 
louring  to  Covrnt- garden  and  the 
Ilaymarket  theatres,  was  attacked 
fomewhere  (as  it  is  imagined)  about 
St.  Martin's  lane.  A  woman  acci- 
dentally locking  out  of  a  window 
aborir  one  o'clock,  faw  a  gentleman 
purfumg  thiec  fellows  up  Pedford- 
bury,  in'o  \~ew-ihect,  Sr.  Martin's 
lane,  where  Mr.  Linton  was  foou 


after  found,  with  a  wound  in  his 
belly,  fupuofed  to  have  beten  given 
with  a  kmte.  He  was  bled,  and 
every  endeavour  ufed  to  recover 
him,  notwithstanding  which  he 
foon  after  expired.  A  piece  of  a 
watch  chain  was  found  in  Mr.  Lin- 
ton's hand ;  from  which  circum- 
liance  it  is  not  improbable  that  his 
watch  was  taken  from  him  by 
force,  and  that  his  not  parting  with 
it  ealily  was  the  caule  of  the  vil- 
lains Itabbin^  him.  Two  perfons 
arc  already  in  cultody,  on  fufpi- 
cion  of  being  concerned  ia  this 
horrid  murder;  and  every  Hep  is 
taken  to  bring  the  offenders  to 
jultice. 

Dublin,  July  9.  The  play  of 
Douglas  being  ordered  by  his  grace 
the  lord  lieutenant,  on  the  riling 
of  the  curtain  the  audience  cried 
out  for  the  volunteers'  inarch, 
which,  on  hitr  excellency's  en- 
trance,  was  played  accordingly. 
The  p'ay,  or  more  properly  the 
clamour,  now  began,  and  choruies 
of  groaning  hilling,  and  (houting, 
with  whittles,  cat-call*,  horfe-lfgs, 
and  geld  horns,  all  kept  in  tune  by 
the  trunk-maker, thundered  through 
the  houle,  and  made  the  drama  a 
complete  farce.  The  manager  was 
called  upon  :  44  I  am,"  laid  he, 
44  the  fervant  of  the  public,  and 
wifli  to  know  whether  it  is  your 
will  the  performance  Ihould  con- 
tinue." The  'propriety  of  this 
fpeech  was  univerfaUy  approved, 
and  the  play  was  flittered  to  go  on, 
but  with  frequent  interruptions. 
A  t\w  fecnes  were  acted,  and  the 
catallrophe  introduced.  The  en- 
tcrtainmetu  concluded  a  few  mi- 
nutes after  eight,  when  the  vice- 
roy withdrew,  but  not  unnoticed, 
the  former  mulic  attending  him  to 
the  caftle.  Among  thofc  who  were 
moil  noticed  on  this  occalion  was 
the  adjutant  of  the  Goldfmiths' 
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corps.  Him  the  fheriff  trepanned 
out  of  tho  houie  by  a  tap  on  the 
fhoulder.  On  palling  the  door,  he 
was  hurried  to  the  guard-room, 
and  his  pockets  fcarched ;  but  he 
had  not  been  there  long  before  the 
multitude  aflembled,  to  the  number 
of  40  do,  before  the  calHc  gate, 
and  were  continually  incrcaling,  fo 
that  it  was  thought  neceflary  to 
releafc  him.  It  has  fince  been  re- 
ported that  his  grace  has  folicitcd 
his  recall. 

10.  A  medal  has  lately  been 
ftruck  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
capt.  Cook,  the  execution  of  which 
i*  equal  to  the  fubject.  On  one 
lide  is  a  bold  relief  of  capt.  Cook, 
with  this  inferiptton,  Jac.  Cook 
Oceani  Invefthator  accrrimus ;  im- 
mediately under  the  head  is  ex- 
prefied,  in  lellcr  characters,  Reg. 
Soc.  Lone/.  Secio  fua.  On  the  rc- 
verfe  appears  an  erect  figure  of  Bri- 
tannia Handing  on  a  plain.  The 
left  arm  rcfts  upon  an  hieroglyphic 
pillar.  Her  fpcar  is  in  her  hand, 
and  her  (hie Id  placed  at  the  foot  of 
the  pillar.  Her  right  arm  is  pro- 
jected over  a  globe,  and  contains  a 
fvtnbot  expremve  of  the  celebrated 
circumnavigator's  cnterprifing  ge- 
nius. .  The  inscription  round  the 
reverfe  is,  N'l  mtcntatum  nnftrl 
I  qutrc ;  and  under  the  figure  of  Bri- 
tannia, jjufpiciisGtorgit  ill. 

The  above  medal  was  engraved 
at  the  expence  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety. Six  impreflions  were  It  ruck 
in  gold,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
in  Giver.  The  gold  medals  are  dii- 
pofed  of  as  follow  : 

One  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  un- 
der whofe  aufpiccs  captain  Cook 
proceeded  on  his  difcoverics. 

One  to  the  king  of  France,  for 
his  great  courtefy  in  giving  a  fpe- 
cilic  charge  to  his  naval  command- 
ers, to  forbear  (hewing  hostility  to 
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the  Refolution  and  Difcovery,  the 
two  floops  under  captain  Cook's 
command,  and  to  afford  him  every 
fuccour  in  their  power  iu  cafe  they 
fell  in  with  him. 

One  to  the  cmprefs  of  Ruflia,  for 
her  great  h>fpitality  to  capt.  Cook 
when  he  touched  at  Kamlkatka. 

One  to  Mrs.  Cook,  the  captain's 
relict. 

One  to  be  depoGted  in  tht  Britifli 
Mufeum  ;  and 

One  to  remain  in  the  college  of 
the  Royal  Society. 

The  Giver  medals  we-e  dtftribut- 
ed  among  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Society,  fome  particular  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  and  a  few  other  di- 
lhnguifhcd  perfons. 

— .  Three  perfons  have  been 
apprehended  at  a  houfc  of  ill  fame 
near  Bedfordbury,  on  fufpicion  of 
being  concerned  in  Mr.  Linton's 
murder,  one  of  whom  was  difcharg- 
ed  on  producing  a  favourable  cha- 
racter from  a  butcher,  wi:h  whom 
he  lived  a  few  months  ago.  A  fecond 
was  ft  rongl  y  fu  I  petted  of  ha  v  i  ng  com- 
mitted the  fart,  on  account  ot  fome 
blood  being  fprinkled  over  his  coat, 
and  his  having  given  very  contra- 
dictory accounts  of  the  manner  and 
places  in  which  he  fpent  his  time 
the  preceding  night :  he  is  a  tnylor 
by  trade,  and  a  man  of  moft  infa- 
mous character.  The  other  pcrfon 
was  of  equal  notoriety,  and  war- 
ranted the  ttrongett  lufpicions  of 
his  guilt  ;  he  gave  an  account  of 
his  having  llept,  and  U-en  with  his 
favourite  female,  from  eleven  o'clock 
on  Wedncfday  ni^ht  till  fix  o'clock 
on  Thurfday  morning ;  but,  on 
fending  for  the  woman,  and  exa- 
mining her  apart,  fhc  fworc,  that 
he  left  her  about  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  and  that  flic  had  not  feen 
him  till  his  appearance  in  Bov- 
iireet.  A  parcel  of  iultiuments  for 
(D  2)  houie- 
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houfebreaking  were  taken  in  their  plaintiff  had  any  fiich  intere'ft  there- 

potU -ifion,  urn!  fully  proved  their  in  as  barred  fuch  execution  t 

defperatt  practices.  The  judges  defired  to  cohfidef 

13.  Wc  arc  happy  at  having  an  the  quetHou  ;  the  further  contidcra- 

opportuniry  of  informing  the  pub*  tion  was  put  off  till  to-morrow, 

he,  that  the  two  murderers  ot  Mr.  A  lhort  ltatementof  the  proceed- 

Linton  are  now  incuftody  j  one  of  ings  in  the  above  eaufc. 

the  parties  was  fcir.cd  on  Saturday  The  right  honourable  Thomas 

evening  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  keeper  lord  Foley,  father  to  tht  appellant, 

of  Tothill  fields,  to  which  place  he  Andrew  Foley,  died  in  1777  1  tnat 

went  up  in  a  vilit  to  Dixon,  one  of  Robert  Foley  (the  tellator's  bro- 

the  men  committed  by  Mr*  Ad*  ther)  and  the  faid  Andrew  Foley, 

ding;on  upon  fufpicion*    The  man  the  acting  executors,  pennitted  the 

taken  on  Saturday  is  named  Mor-  refpondent,  Edward  Foley,  to  take 

grin,  and  is  well  known  to  the  offi-  pofleffion  of  one  of  the  icrvices  of 

cers  of  the  police  ;  he  has  made  a  plate  left  by  the  tcftator  as  an  heir 

confetliou  ot  the  whole  melancholy  loom  for  the  ufe  of  the  fevcrai  pcr- 

tra:> faction,  acquitting  Smith,  one  fons  who  Ihould  be  entitled  to  the 

or  the  two  firtt  taken  in  cuftody,  ufe  and  polTcllion  of  the  houfe  at 

acknowledging  that  Dixon  and  him-  Stoke* 

fi  If  were  the  only  pcrfons  concern-  That  the  refpondent,  Edward 
ed  in  the  murder  and  robbery.  Wc  Foley,  caufed  a  confiderablc  part 
Cannot  too  much  ajlplaud  the  ac-  of  the  faid  plate  to  be  removed 
tivity  of  Mn  Bond  and  Mr*  Smith,  from  thence  to  his  houfe  in  Port- 
in  purfuit  of  the  perpetrators  of  land  place,  without  the  confent  or 
the  murder  of  Ml'.Ltn'on,  and  the  knowledge  of  Andicw  and  Robert 
addrefs  with  which  Morgan  was  got  Foley. 

to  confcfs  the  particulars*  That  John  Grant  and  John  Bat* 

— .  Counfel  were  called  to  the*  tyc*.  two  of  the  creditors  of  Ed* 

bar  or  the  houfe  of  peers  to  be  ward  Foley,  eaufed  writs  to  be  if- 

heard  on  the  adjourned  argument  of  fued  to  the  lheriffs  of  Middle fev, 

appeal,   wherein   the   honourable  and  on  the  15th  of  March,  1779, 

Andrew  Foley,  and  Thomas  Foley,  the  meritf9,  by  virtue  of  the  faid 

an  infant  by  the  faid  Andrew  Foley  writ,  took  in  execution  all  the  faid 

his  father  and  next  friend,  are  ap-  plate  fo  removed  by  Edward  Foley* 

pcllant;  ;  John  Grant  and  others,  That  the  appellant,  Andrew  Fo- 

refpo:idcni>;  when,  after  hearing  ley,  gave  notice  to  the  flicriff,  that 

Mr.  Mansfield  and  Mr.  Scott,  for  the  faid  plate  was  not  Edward  Fo* 

the  respondents,  and  the  attorney-  ley's,  but  was  part  of  the  teltator's 

gencial  by  way  of  reply,  the  lord  plate,  and  had  been  left  by  him  as 

ehanceilor  came  forward,  and  hav-  an  heir  loom, 

ing  lpokeu  for  a  considerable  time,  The  bill  filed  in.  tho  court  of 

his  lordlliip  concluded  with  pro-  Chancery  prayed, 

poling  the  following  queiliou  to  be  That  the  refpondents,  BurneU 

put  to  thejudgc?,  viz.  and  Kitchen,  might  be  decreed  to 

Whether  Edward  Foley  had  fuch  deliver  up  all  the  laid  plate  which 

an  interell  in  the  plate  in  queiHon  had  been  taken  by  them  in  execu* 

in  this  caufe  as  rendered  the  fame  tion,  and  that  the  fame  might  be 

liable  to  an  execution  at  the  fuit  ot  replaced  in  the  houfe  at  StoVc, 

the  Creditor      or,  whether    the  there5  to  remain  as  an  heir  loom  for 

2  the 
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the  benefit  of  the  fevcral  part'es  Extract  of  a  Utter  jrom  Dublin^ 

interelted  therein,  under  the  will  "July  15. 

or  the  faid"  tefrator,  Thomas,  lord  Early  veitcrday  morning  a  num« 

Foley,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  bcr  ot  people  armed,  feized  on  Mr. 

they  might  be  retrained  by  an  or-  Plowman,  woollen-draper,  the  cor- 

dcr  or  injunction  of  that  court  from  ncr  ot  JohnVlanc,   and  hurried 

making  any  fale  of  the  faid  plate,  him  to  the  \\  caverVfquare,  where 

or  any  pa  it  thereof ;  and  that  the  in  a  few  minutes  they  ll  ripped  and 

faid  refpondents  Grant  and  Battye,  tarred  him.     Sheriff  Kirkpatrick, 

might  in  the  manner  be  retrained  having  received  intelligence,  polled 

from  calling  upon  the  faid  fhcriffs  off  to  the  Liberty,  and  imprudently 

for  returns  of  the  faid  writs  of  fieri  threw  himfclf  among  the  crowd, 

facias  *    and  from  all  proceedings  without  guards,  or  any  other  af- 

againfl  them,  for  not  making  re-  filhince.    The  flieriff  refcued  the 

turns  thereof ;  but  in  cafe  it  fhould  unhappy  man  ;  but  on  attempting 

appear  that  the  flicriffs  had  fold  the  to  feize  fomc  of  the  ringleaders,  he 

plate,  or  any  part  thereof,  that  the  Was  molt  violently  oppofed.  S  vordt 

faid  Grant  and  Battye  might  be  de-  were  drawn,  and  the  iherifT  received 

creed  to  replace  and  make  good  the  two  molt  fevere  cuts  on  the  head, 

fame."  At  this  moment  alderman  Hart  ap- 

The  caufe  was  heard  and  judg-  peared,  with  a ltrong  military  force, 

ment  given,  March  21,  1783,  when  and  came  up  molt  opportunely,  as 

the  lord  chancellor  was  plealed  to  flic  riff  Kirkpatrick    was  knocked 

order  the  appellant's  bill  to  be  dif-  down,  and  lay  in  the  utmoft  danger 

miffed  againft   Burnell,   Kitchen,  of  his  life.    Mr.  Plowman  had,  i( 

and  Robert  Foley,  with  colts  to  be  feems,  made  fomc  very  confuU  rable 

taxed  ;  and  againlt  tbc  other  ref-  importation  of  Englifh  goods  the 

pondents  without  cofts.  day  before  he  was  waited  upor,  di- 

The  lord  chancellor  was  plcafed  redly  infringing  the  non.importa- 

to  determine  the  faid  caufe  on  the  tioh  agreement,  and  which,  it  is 

fact  of  the  birth  of  a  ton  of  the  allcdged,  dicw  upon  him  the  re- 

refpondent    Edward    Foley,   who  fentment  of  the  populace, 

died  fourteen   Hays  after  he  was  ,17.  Mr.  Simp  on  waited  upon 

born,  in  1779,  which  was  not  in  Mrs.  Linton  by  the  delirc  of  the 

ifTuc  between  the  faid  parties,  but  directors  of  the'  fociety  of  Ancient 

mentioned  in  a  depolition  of  one  of  Mllfic,  and  prefenred  her  w»th  thirty 

the  witnefTes.  guineas.    From    the  very  liberal 

The  appellants  conceiving  thcm»  manner  in  which  the  mutual  fund 

fclvcs  aggrieved  by  the  faid  orders  is  conducted,  this  unhappy  lady  and 

of  difmillion,  brought  their  appeal,  her  children  will  be  very  decently 

14.  A  caufe  was  tried  before  Mr.  provided  for;  as  the  widow  of  a 

jufticc  Bullcr  and  a  fpecial  jury,  member  flic  is  to  receive  18  1.  a 

in  which  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  was  year.andtheallowanceforthemain- 

plaintiff,   and  the  printer  of  the  tenance  of  her  three  children  will 

Public  Advcrtifcr  defendant.    The  near  amount  to  the  fame  fum.  The 

action  was  brought  for  a  libel  a-  falary  the  hufband  received  at  Mr. 

gainit  Mr.  Burke,  and  the  damages  Colman's  theatre  is  to^be  continued 

laid  at  rood.    The  jury  gave  a  during  the  feafon,  the  gentlemen 

verdict  for  the  plaintiff  with  tool,  of  the  band  having  (very  much  to. 

tfamagef.  '  thefr   honour)  hired  a  fubllitute 
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at  their  own  expence  to  do  the 
duty. 

27.  The  following  convifts  were 
executed  this  morning  beiorc  Newr 
gate,  purfuant  to  thc;r  fentcnce, 
viz.  William  Thompfon  alias  Pe- 
ter Smith,  John  Branton,  Thomas 
White.  Gcox^c  Dane,  and  John 
Richards. 

£xira&  of  a  Utter  from  VOrUnt^ 

**  Monf.  le  comte  de  GrafTc  is 
gtme  home  to  the  place  of  his  exile, 
The  captains  of  De  SufFren's  fleet 
have  not  yet  received  fentence  for 
their  conduct  in  the  tall-Indies  : 
they  are  yet  on  boaid  L'Am- 
phion  of  e o  guns,  where  they  have 
been  already  imprifoned  near  twelve 
months. 

30.  Friday  night  arrived  in  town 
his  excellency  the  duke  de  Char- 
tres,  and  the  prince  de  Leuryt  from 
France.  They  let  out  on  Saturday 
for  Brighthclmltonc,  accompanied 
\>y  the  duke  de  Lauzun,  on  a  vifit, 
to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

31.  His  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  Glocefter.  arrived  in  town  wjth 

his  due  he  is  from  the  continent. 

.   ■    •  ■  ■ 

AUGUST. 

Dublin,  Aug.  4.  Laft  Monday 
night,  between  the  hours  of  elcien 
and  twelve,  a  number  of  officers  in 
the  army,  moil  of  them  aids  de 
camp  to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Rut- 
land, flulhed,  it  »s  thought,  with 
wine,  entered  the  ihop  of  Mr. 
Flatter)',  a  publican  on  Ormond- 
quay,  near  Kllex-bridge,  after  af- 
faulting  a  waiter  that  llood  at  the 
door,  in  a  moll  riotous  and  turbu 
Jcnt  manner,  under  the  pretence  of 
calling  for  liquor.  Here  they  had 
hot  been  long,  before  two  of  them 
behaved  with  the  ntmoft  rudenefs 
and  indecency  to  Mrs.  Flattery, 
totwithilanding  her  carneil  in  r*a- 
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tics  to  them  to  defift ;  (he  was  at 
lalt  over  heard  by  her  huiband,  but 
on  his  appearance,  the  treatment 
he  received  was  by  no  means  moro 
becoming  the  character  of  thofe 
gentry  who  inflicted  it :  ««  What !" 
cried  one  of  them,  on  obferving  a 
military  flock  upon  him,  14  You; 
are  a  volunteer,  an't  you  r"  and 
tweaked  him  by  the  note.  Flattery 
had  too  much  lrilh  blood  in  him  to 
bear  with  this  pcrfonal  indignity, 
in  addition  to  the  aflault  upon  his 
wife  ;  he  knocked  the  ruffian  down, 
on  which  the  whole  corps  immedi- 
ately attacked  him  with  their  iwords, 
and  obliged  him  to  retire  for  a  mo- 
ment, when  he  returned  with  a 
mulkct  in  his  hand,  happily  with- 
out a  bayonet,  wi.h  whieh^  and 
the  allilhince  of  two  young  men 
who  were  in  the  houfe,  he  foon 
cleared  his  (hop  of  the  rioters  ; 
who,  though  for  the  prcfent  ex- 
pelled, loon  returned  to  the  charge, 
and  endeavoured  once  more  to  force 
an  entrance,  but  were  valiantly 
withftood,  though  one  of  them  ac- 
tually fired  a piflol  laden  with  bul- 
lets into  the  mop  :  fortunately  this 
adt  of  defperation  mifcarricd,  as  no 
perfon  was  hurt  by  it.  The  offi- 
cers pow  demanded  a  parley,  and 
pretending  a  contritiou  ror  what  had 
happened,  infidioully  closed  >n  up- 
on Flattery,  feized  his  firelock,  and 
flung  it  over  the  parapet  wall  into 
the  Liffcy  ;  hereupon  the  fight  w  as 
renewed,  but  a  volunteer  armed 
only  with  his  bayonet,  pa  fling  that 
way,  ranged  himfclt  on  the  fide  of 
the  injured  citizen.  This  fuccour 
turned  the  fcale,  and  the  offenders 
thought  proper  to  make  a  precipi- 
tate retreat ;  but  beiorc  they  got 
clear  of  the  mob,  whom  this  affray 
had  gathered  together,  and  now 
joined  the  victors,  they  were  fa- 
luted  with  a  volley  of  fumes,  by 
which  foiiiC  of  them  received  fuch 

fevc^e 
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• 

fcvere  eontufions,  as  difabled  them  Mr.  Flattery,  has  juft  received  his 

from  following  their  flying  com-  letter;  withes  to  have  the.  pleafure 

rades.    One  or'  them  indeed  endea-  of  feeing  him  at  his  office,  foon  as 

Toured  to  command  refpect  from  convenient." 

the  populace,  by  calling  out,  that  Dublin  Canity  H'drtefday  morning. 
he  was  a  peer  of  Great  Britain  ;       «'  Mr.  Flattery's  refpeets  to  fe- 

but  this  availed  little  :  it  rather  ag-  cretary  Onle,  informs  that  he,  or 

gravatcd  the  heinoufnefs  or  his  un-  any  perfon  for  h  m,  never  had  the 

worthy  conduit,  and  the  more  ex-  pleat  ure  of  fending  him  a  letter." 
ufpcrateil  and  irritated  them  againtt       Ormond~?*uaj,  Augu  l  4. 
him.    The  officers,  who  efcaped       Mr.  Maffett,  the  young  gcntls- 

lirlt,  h artencd  to  all  the  city  guards,  man  who  behaved  with  lb  much 

drafting  from  thence,  particularly  bravery   and  gallantry  in  refcu- 

at  the  national  bank,  all  but  the  ing  Mr.  Flattery  from  the  attack 

cenrinels  on  duty,  returned  with  of    the    military    rioters,  muft 

large  bodies  of  fuldiery,  denounc-  have  undoubtedly  fallen  a  facri- 

ing  vengeance  and  extirpation  to  fice  to  their  fa v age  fury,  had  it 

*he  volunteers  ;  Ibcriff  Smith  hear-  not  been  for  the  knowledge  he 

iug  of  this  dangerous  riot,  repair-  poflefled  of  the  ule  of  arms,  and 

ed  to  the  main  guard,  but  even  his  activity  in   defending  himfelf 

there  could  only  get  five  men  to  with  a  fword  cane.    He  was  at- 

fupport  the  civil  power,  and  keep  tacked  by  feven  with  drawn  hang-  • 

the  peace  of  the  city  :— His  pre-  crs,  who  at  the  fame  inftant  extrted 

fence,  however,  for  this  time,  put  every  effort  to  bring  him  to  the 

an  end  to  the  diUurbanccs  of  the  ground;  by  his  activity  he  extri- 

night ;  and  the  next  morning  Flat-  cated  himlelf  from  this  perilous 

tcry  fworc  examination  for  an  af-  fituation,  and  he  and  Mr.  Flattery 

fault  and  battery  at  the  julticcs  ro-  drove  them  out  of  the  houfe.  On 

tation-orficc,  againit  the  rioters. —  the  Quay,    the   fkirmifh  rccom- 

Onc  of  them  was  brought  into  a  menccd  with  new  vigour ;  here, 

houfe  on  Onnond-Quay,  where  he  indeed,  he  had  only  five,  whom  he 

tics  very  ill  of  his  wounds.  Though  fought  round    for  a  confiderable 

thefe  pcrfons  are,  for  this  flagrant  time.    We  are  happy  to  find  that 

offence  a^ainft  the  police  and  peace  of  the   fix  wounds  he  received, 

of  this  city*  now  in  the  hands  of  none  of  them  arc  likely  to  prove 

civil  jufticc,  where  they  muft  an-  mortal.    After  a  parley  was  made  . 

fwer  for  the  fame,  and  be  judged  for  a  minute,  and  both  parties  a- 

by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  there  is  greed  to  flop  farther  hoflilities,  two 

another  tribunal  before  whom  they  of  them  rufhed  behind  and  dif- 

muft  be  arraigned  ;  a  court  mar-  armed  him,    while  another  gave 

rial,  which   the    commander    in  him  a  violent  contufion  on  the  head, 

chief  has  ordered  to  be  called,  on  —Mr.  Maftet  happily   made  his 

the  charge  againft  them  of  ungen-  efcape  to  Abbey-llrcct,  where  he 

tlcmanlv  conduct,  and  leading  the  was  purfued  by  fomc  foldiers. 

foldicrs  through  the  ltreets  in  a  tu-  Extratl  of  a  Utter  from  Arras^  Mated 
multuous  and  riotous  manner.  xth  inflani 

Auguft  5.    The  following  letters       «*  Yeflerday  mornlngMr.  Charles 

paired  and  re  patted  on  Ormond-  Clutterbuck,  who  has  been  confined 

Qu*y,  yelterday.  at  St.  Omcr's,  and  at  this  nlace, 

v  Secretary  Ordc's  refolds  to  for  two  years  pail,  was  conduced 

an*i£ 
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nmidft  a  raft  concourfe  of  fpeclatprs 
if  cm  the  royal  prifon  to  the  coun- 
cil-chamber, in  order  to  pais  his 
}aft  interrogation  touching  the  of* 
fence  he  has  committed  againlt  the 
fcank  of  England •  the  examina- 
tion lafted   about  an  hour :  the 
judge  demanded  his  defence,  which 
he  delivered  in  French,  in  thefe 
words :  *  Si  mon  proces  avoit  cte 
inftruit  cn  Angleterre  fous  le  faux 
titrc  royaie,  il  auroit  etc  rejette  et 
Jl  n'auroit  pas  tte  rcconnu.'    1  un- 
rferftand  that  he  has  alfo  prefented 
to  the  bench  of  judges  a  very  inge- 
nious memorial,  (hewing  the  naturp 
of  his  crime,  and  the  nature  and 
inftitutipn  of  the  different  banks  in 
Europe.    The  judges  arc  puzzled 
to  make  a  decilion  upon  this  unpre- 
cedented fuit,  which  affords  much 
argument  and  profit  to  the  lawyers 
here  ;  the  profecution  has  already 
coir  the  bank  more  than  20,000 1, 
and  as  the  whole  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings arc  traMmitted  to  the  king's 
council  chamber  at  Paris,  it  may 
probably  coft  them  as  much  more." 
£xtraR  of  a  It  iter  froijt  Dublin,  Au- 

Yeilerday,  about  two  o'clock, 
the  duke  di  Rutland  arrived  at  the 
caftle  from  the  county  of  Weft* 
mcath,  fuppofed  to  be  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  exprefs  difpatcbed  for 
bis  grace  the  day  before,  relative 
jo  the  military  outrage  on  Monday 
night. 

Wf  are  informed  that  a  fpecia} 
meflenger  was  difpatched  yefterday 
Evening  to  his  majefly,  with  as  im- 
partial an  account  or  (he  riot  on 
Monday  night  as  could  be  obtain- 
ed. The  lord  lieutenant  declares 
that  he  will  not  fcreen  the  qffend- 
crs. 

Three  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
cerned in  the  above  riot,  we  hear, 
nave  given  nail . 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corys  of 
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independent  volunteers,  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  were  agreed  to  : 
'"  "  Refolved  unanimouily,  That 
we  toehold  with  the  higher!  indig- 
nation and  concern  the  unjuilifiable 
conduct  of  certain  officers  in  hit 
majelty's  army,  qn  the  night  of 
Monday  the  2d  current,  who  inde- 
cently and  abufivcly  attacked  the 
Wife  and  perfon  of  a  citizen  of  this 
metropolis  ;  at  the  fame  time  com- 
mitting the  mod  flagrant  violation 
of  the  laws,  by  adts  of  outrage  and 
riot,  di. graceful  to  the  foldier  and 
the  gentleman,  and  fubveriive  of 
the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

"  Refolved  unanimouily,  Thaj; 
f.  pm  the  complexion  of  the  times, 
we  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  in- 
voke all  our  fellow  citizens  not  yet 
disciplined  immediately  to  join  usj 
and  learn  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  as  from 
the  volunteer  ilrength,  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  have  the  fureifc 
protection  for  their  civil  rights,  re- 
lying at  the  fame  time  on  our  bro- 
ther foldiers  now  aflbciated,  that 
they  will  hold  rhemfelvcs  always  in" 
readinefs,  properly  appo  nted,  to 
turn  out  on  the  fhorteit  notice,  for 
the  fecurity  and  protection  of  every 
inhabitant  of  this  city  from  fuch 
outrage  in  future.'* 

7.  At  the  affizes  for  the  county 
pf  Kent,  the  caufe  between  carl 
Stanhope  and  the  Mefl.  Ad*m  of  the 
Adelphi,  was  tried  a  third  time, 
when  the  plaintiff^  earl  Stanhope, 
obtained  a  verdicVof  1,500 1.  da- 
niages,  belides  cods  of  luit. 

10.  Some  of  the  prifoners  in  the 
King's  bench  attempted  their  efcapc 
in  the  following  manner:  defpair- 
jng  of  being  liberated  by  the  in- 
folvcin  bill,  which  ha*  flcpt  fo  long 

in  the  houfe  of  lords,  one  D  s 

with  a  number  of  aflbciates,  af- 
fembled,  and  in  a  peremptory  man*-' 
ner  demanded  the  key  ot  the  pr> 

.1 


Digitized  by  Google 


17*4,]         OCCURRENCES.  (*7) 

fan  from  the  door-keeper,  who,  Sheriff  Smith  came  to  his  aflirtancc 
fearing  the  confequences  of  a  re-  when  the  operation  was  over,  and 
ful'jl,  gave  up  the  fame.  D.  thus  the  mob  diiperfed.  One  of  the  viU 
}n  polYcffion'  of  the  key,  <  in  the  lain*  wounded  Mr.  Cromic  in  the 
height  of  his  joy  ran  back  into  the  neck  with  a  fword  in  a  very  danger* 
prilbn  to  give  notice  thereof,  when    ous  manner. 

the  door-keeper  immediately  clap*    E.\traH  of  a  letter  from  Dublin,  Am- 
ped  too  the  door;  which  having  a  gufi  12. 

fprirrg  lock,  and  there  being  no  Yefterday  a  great  number  of 
)tey-hole  within  tide,  the  infur>ents  armed  men  went  to  the  market 
wore  in  a  moment  as  clofe  prifon*  in  Cole's  lane,  and  took  from  thence 
ers  as  if  they  had  not  the  key.  A  a  butcher,  and  was  bringing'  him 
guard  was  immediately  fent  for,  tor  the  purpoie  of  tarring  and  fea- 
wbich  has  done  duty  at  the  priion  thering,  when  alderman  Hamilton 
ever  fincc  ;  where  things  remain  in  got  information,  and  inftantly  pur- 
a  ftatc  of  tranquillity.  fued  them  j  on  his  appearing  they 

— .  Dixon,  one  of  the  villains  ap-  immediately  difperfed,  without  per- 
prehended  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  forming  their  intention.  The 
Linton,  cfcaped  out  of  Clcrken*  crime  they  charged  him  with  was 
well  bridewell.  He  was  not  milled  for  not  fcrving  a  regular  appren- 
till  the  ufual  hour  of  locking  up  ticelhip. 

the  prifoners  in  the  different  wards.       This  day  about  twelve  per  foes, 
There  is  little  doubt  of  this  atro-   armed  with  blunderbuHcs  and  other 
cious  offender  bcine  foon  retaken,    arm«,  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Vis  perfon  being  well  kpown  to  all    Corbett,  woollen-draper  in  Chrift- 
thc  conitablc>  belonging  to  the  dif-    church-yard,    whom   they  feized 
fcrent  public  orBces,  as  well  as  the    upon  by  ttratgem.    After  he  had 
runner*  of  the  different  gaols.  The   beet}  taken  intocuAody,  fooieftiott 
means  by  which  he  effected  his  ef-    were  fired  from  the  houfc,  which 
cape  were  as  follow :   a  woman,    were  repeatedly  returned  by  the 
w.th  whom  he  cohabited,  conveyed   populace,  but  without  any  effec^ 
into  the  prilbn  the  apparel  of  a  fc»   except  that  Mr.  Corbet  received  a 
male.    He  dretled  himfelf  in  this    contution  in  the  car  by  a  ball  from 
difguife,  and  his  complexion  being   his  own  houfe  ;   the  croud  then 
'fair,  with  white  hair,  and  his  per-   preceded  to  the  earl  of  Mcath's 
fon  not  mafculine,  it  is  not  fur?   Liberty,  where  he  was  tied  to  a  tree 
priling  that  he  was  fuffcred  to  pnfs    and  received  a  dozen  ladies  ;  after 
the  prifon  door.  The  woman,  who    which  he  was  completely  tarred  an4 
furnilhed  him  with  the  clothes,  has    feathered,    and  paraded  through! 
t>een  examined  before  Mr.  jullice    feveral  itrcets :  but  on  the  appcar- 
Hydc,  but  (he  would  not  defenbe    ance  of  flicriff  Smith  and  alderman 
the  drefs.  Huran,  he  was  given  up  with- 

ExtraH  of  a  Utter  from  Dublin,  Ju-    out  farther  injury.    The  crime  of 
gvft  11.  which  he  was  accufed,  was,  that 

Yeflcr4a>"»  afcwut  twelve  o'clock,  he  had,  after  fubferibing  to  the 
a  mob,  armed  with  fwords,  pillols,  non- importation  agreement,  taken 
&c.  feized  Mr.  Crqmie,  merchant,  into  partnerfliip  feveral  obfeure  pcr- 
on  the  Old-Bridge,  and  hurried  him  fons,  under  whofe  names  he  had 
into  Purcel's-Court,  where  they  imported  and  fold  very  large  quau* 
Gripped,  tarred,  and  feathered  him.    cities  of  Engliih  manufacture:. 
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Dublin^  Anguft  13. 
At  a  general  meeting  of  the  corps 
of  Uppcrcrofs  ana  Coolock  vo- 
lunteers, at  the  Centaur  in  Fifl  - 
amblc-flrect,  Tuefday  the  10th 
of  Augull,  1784. 
Major  M'Cormick,  in  the  chair. 
44  Refolved,  That  we  view  with 
the  utmoli  abhorrence  the  cruel  and 
unprovoked  outrage  committed  on 
the  pel  fon  of  Mr.  Ncal  Flattery,  a 
member  of  this  corps,  and  a  citi- 
zen, with  other  perfous  of  his  fa- 
mily, by  certain  officers  of  the  army, 
on  Monday  the  2d  inllant,  and  that 
we  confider  this  as  one  of  the  evil 
effects  of  the  unncceflary  augmen- 
tation of  the  military  ellablifh- 
went. 

*'  Refolved,  That  we  pledge  our- 
felves  in  the  moil  facred  manner,  to 
each  other,  and  to  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  hold  ourfelves  always  pre- 
pared to  affift  the  magillrates  to  re- 
pel any  fuch  violence  in  future." 

Major  M'Cormick  reported  his 
having  received  the  following  let- 
ter from  col.  lord  Harrington,  con- 
taining a  mcllagc  to  be  communi- 
cated to  this  corps. 

Dublin  Barratkiy  Aug*  6,  1784. 
Sir, 

Having  learned,  with  much  con- 
cern, that  an  affray  which  happen- 
ed fpme  nights  ago  (wherein  my ' 
name  has  appeared)  has  been  im- 
puted to  an  intention  on  my  part, 
and  that  of  the  officers  of  the  army, 
of  offering  an  infult  to  the  corps  of 
volunteers  of  this  city,  I  took  the 
carlicfl  opportunity  of  endeavour* 
ing  to  remove  fo  ill-founded  an  im- 
preffion,  by  a  mclluge,  which  I 
begged  an  officer  of  my  regiment 
to  deliver  to  you,  of  which  the  iol- 
loxving  is  a  copy,  viz. 

I  am  dclired  by  lord  Harrington 
to  wait  on  you,  in  confequence  of 
h*  "  having  been  informed  that 
the  aiifortunate  afiray,  which  hap- 
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pened  on  Monday  night  on  the 
Quay,  is  conlidercd  in  the  light  of 
an  intentional  infult  on  the  vo- 
lunteer corps  :  his  lordfhip  defires 
me  to  allure  you,  lir,  and  through 
you  the  corps  to  which  you  belong, 
that  he  is  perfuaded,  that  there  was 
not  the  remotcll  intention  of  that 
kind  : — and  that  in  regard  to  him- 
felf  whole  name  has  been  men- 
tioned in  it;  he  never  had  an  idea 
of  treating  with  difrefpect,  much 
lefs  of  offering  an  infult,  to  you, 
or  any  other  corps  of  volunteers." 

Undemanding  that  you  have  ex* 
prefTed  a  wifh,  that  the  above  mcf- 
&ge  fliould  be  conveyed  by  letter, 
previous  to  its  being  communicated 
by  you  to  the  corps,  I  trouble  you 
with  this  repetition  of  it. 
1  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble 
and  obedient  fervant, 

HaRR!  NUTOKf 

To  the  Commanding  Officer 

of  the  Upper-Crpfs  and 

Coolock  Volunteers. 

14.  The  due  dc  Chan  res  fct  off 
for  France,  being  fent  for"  by  order  • 
of  the  French  king. 

— .  To  the  right  hon.  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  parlia- 
ment aflembled, 

The  humble  petition  of  upwards  of 
eight  hundred  prifoncrs  confined 
in  the  prifon  of  the  king's  bench, 
in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  many 
thoufands  of  fellow-luffercrs  at 
home  and  beyond  the  fcas, 

Shcweth,  * 
That  a  confinement  for  the  fpace 
of  near  three  years  has  deprived  a 
great  many  of  your  petitioners  of 
the  power  of  excrcifing  their  fevc- 
ral  trades  and  profeffions,  whereby 
their  little  property  has  been  long 
fince  expended,  and  themfelves  and 
families  reduced  to  a  Hate  of  the 
moll  cxquilitc  dillrcfs.  That  they 
are,  from  the  number  of  unhappy 

oh* 
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objccb  now  confined,  unavoidably  from  the  houfe,  difcovering  their  . 

crowded  together  in  fmall  apan-  miilake,  he  w*s  enlarged,  not  how* 

mcnts,  where  they  labour  under  all  ever  before  he  had  received  loin© 

the  complicated  miferies  of  dil'eale  ftrokes  to  urge  his  fpeed. 
and  famine.  17.  Henry  Morgan  was  commit- 

Your  petitioners  therefore  mod  ted  to  Newgate  by  William  Ad- 

humbly  pray,  that  your  lordlhips  dington,  cfq.  charged,  on  his  owa 

will  plcafe  ro  take  into  your  hu-  conteffion,  with  felouioully  allault- 

mane  confederation  the  bill  now  mz  Charles  Linton  on  the  high- 

pending  before  your  lordflnps,  and  way,  in  the  panfli  of  St.  Martin  in 

thereby  rcftore  to  life  and  liberty  the  Fields,  in  the  county  of  Mid* 

thofe  many  unhappy  families,  who,  dlefcx,  and  caking  from  his  pcrfon, 

but  trom  the  mercy  of  your  lord-  a  gold  watch,  two  guineas  and  a 

fhips,  have  not  the  molt  dillant  half,  and  one  (hilling,  his  property* 

profpect  of  relief.  He  alio  (lands  further  charged,  on 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bis  own  confeiiion,  with  the  wilful 

bound,  will  ever  pray.  mjrdcr  of  the  faid  Charles  Linton* 
King  i-Bcncb  pr'tfant  — .  The  right  hon.  William  Fitt 

Au«.  14,  » ?»4«  narrowly  efcaped  being  fliot  by  a 

Committee  for  the  whole.  gardener  near  Windfor.    The  cir- 

R.  Sharman,       J.  Reynolds,  cumfiance  was  nearly  as  follows  ; 

N.  Humphries,    G.  Miller,  Mr.  Pitt  dined  that  day  with  Mr. 

W.  Settle,  P.  D.  Stanhope,  Jenkinfon,  and  returned  to  town 

I.  Wilfon,  S.  Staniland,  t>y  a  poft-carriagc  ;  but  the  boy'j 

Grant,  J.  Lodge,  blundering  out  of  the  main-road* 

.  Buezelin,         Simon  Patrick  and  not  being  able  to  find  his  uay 

.Jenkins,  Hcly.  back,  induced  Mr.  Pitt  to  £0  tm 

DuM  tt,  Jug.  16.  Betides  all  the  the  next  farm-houfe,  to  be  nghtljr 

old  and  extraordinary  guards  and  informed  ;  the  dogs,  however,  mak- 

liations  o€  the  king's  garrifon  in  and  ing  an  alarm,  the  man  of  the  houfe 

about  this  metropolis,  cftabliflied  came  out  with  a  loaded  gun,  aud 

within  thefe  few  weeks,  a  lVrjcant's  infilled  on  Mr.  Pitt's  (landing  dill, 

guard,  fince  Thurlday  lalt,   does  on  pain  of  being  fired  at ;  Mr.  Pitl 

duty  at  the  foot  of  the  Old  Bridge,  pleaded  and  expoftulated  in  vain, 

An  cxpreis  was  yeflcrday  morn-  till  at  length  the  farmer  actually 

ing  difpatched  from  the  caftlc  for  fired  011    him  ;    the  bullet  went 

London,  containing,  it  is  faid,  an  through  the  loofe  part  of  his  coat, 

account  of  the  proceedings  at  Rol-  but  happily  without  any  injury  ; 

common  and  Ballinafloc.  the  port- boy  hearing  the  cxplolion, 

Laft  Friday,  in  the  afternoon,  a  ran  to  the  fpot,  and  his  appear- 

number  of  perfons  unknown,  arm-  ance,  together  with  Mr.  Pitt's  ur- 

cd  with  fwords  and  piitoLs,  went  to  gunients,  at  length  fo  far  prevailed 

a  printing-office  in  this  city,  where  on  the  farmer,   that   the  young 

a  paper   is  publiflicd,   and  there  chancellor  was  permitted  to  with- 

feized  the  perfon  of  a  Mr.  Laf-  draw;  and  his  antagonift gave  him 

celles,  fuppofing  him  the  printer  every  neceflary  inftru&ion  to  find 

thereof,  with  an  intent, it  is  thought,  pu{  the  main  road  to  town, 
to  tar  and  feather  him  ;  but  before       20.  Mrs.  Hadings  wife  of  Mr. 

they  had  drugged  him  many  yards  Hailings,  governor-general  of  Ben- 
gal, 
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.  gal,  was  prefented  to  their  majrilies 
at  St.  James's,  and  raoft  gracioufly 
received. 

Dublin,  -Aitjrnfl  2c.  Yefterday 
evening,  about  feven  o'clock,  a 
mob  aifetnbled  in  Grafton -it reef,  for 
the  purpofe  of  riot,  as  it  is  fuppofed 
-  to  attack  fome  gentltmen  who  had 
been  very  active  in  aflbeiating  for 
the  prefcrvation  of  the  public  peace ; 
in  a  moment  the  inhal  kants  of  that 
neighbourhood  turned  out,  well 
appointed,  and  by  their  fpiritcd  in- 
terference, put  an  end  to  this  dar- 
ing attempt. 

Wednelday  evening  a  number  of 
the  military  with  fide-arm«,  forced 
their  way  through  feveral  markets 
in  this  city,  behaving  in  a  diforderly 
manner,  throwing  the  meat  abowt, 
and  ill  treating  every  pcrlon.  Se- 
veral officers  overtook  the  rioters  in 
Fatrick-ftrcer,  and  compelled  them 
to  return  :  when  the  gentlemen  ?ot 
them  to  Arran-quay,  they  formed 
a  line,  and  took  down  the  name  of 
every  pcrlon  concerned,  in  order  to 
bring  them  to  juftice. 

Dublin,  Jup,  2C.    Ycftcrdflv,  at 
noon,    Gat  ret   Dignam,  found 
guilty  the  day  before  of  a  riot,  and 
tarring  a  butcher,  was,  purluant  to 
his  fentcuce,  whipped    from  the 
Tholfel  through  Patrick-OrCet,  the 
Crofs  Poddle,  Francw-rtrecf,  aud 
back  to  the  Tholfel,  by  the  way  of 
High-ftrect.    The  (heritfs  Smith 
and  Kirkpatrick,  and  feveral  alder- 
men, attended  to  fee  the  puniih- 
ment  duly  inflicted,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done  with  unexampled 
feverity,  the  unhappy  wretch  bev 
ing  for  the  purpofc  tied  acrofs  a 
car.    The  magi  ft  rates  for  fecuriry 
wete  attended  not  onlv  bv  nil  the 
peace  officers  of  Dublin,  but  alio 
by  a  ftrong  guard,  confiding  of  a 
troop,  compofed  of  picked  men,  of 
lord  Drqghcda's  regiment  of  light 
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dragoons,  and  a  detachment  of  fifty 
foot  foldicrs  from  the  regiments  in; 
garrifon. 

When  they  came  to  the  lower 
end  of  Francis-ltreet,   near  the 
Crofs  Poddle,  fome   Hones  were 
thrown  from  the  mob  in  the  rear, 
on  which  the  foldicrs,  without  any 
orders  but  the  impulfe  of  rcfent- 
mcnt,  fired   upon  the  croud  up- 
wards of  twenty  fhots,  by  which 
one  man,  a  poor  wool-comber  was 
killed,  and  three  or  four  wounded  ; 
the  fhcriffs  immediately  intcrpofing, 
a  flop  was  put  to  the  further  effu* 
fion  of  blood,  and  the  two  firll 
men  that  fired  were  taken  into  cuf- 
tody.    This  difturbancc  occafion- 
ing  a  halt,  an  account  thereof  was 
immediately  fent  off  to  the  cattle 
and  the  barrack,  from  whence,  in 
a  few  minutes,  Itrorjg  parties  ar- 
rived to  reinforce  the  guards  ;  no 
other  accident,  however,  worth  re- 
lating occurred,  except  the  wound- 
ing of  a  man  in  the  head,  by  a  fol- 
dier,  at  the  Tholfel,  who  was  at- 
tempting to  crofs  the  file. 

I  he  news  that  the  guards  were 
firing  in  Francis-ftrect  fprcad  tho 
greateft  conllernation  throughout 
the  citv,  which  would  not  have 
been  di'miniflied,  if  the  inhabitants 
had  known,  that  all  the  regiments 
of  the  garrifon  were  drawu  out, 
fully  accoutred  with  thirty  rounds 
of  ball-cartridges  in  their  cartouch- 
boxes,  in  the  fquares  of  the  bar- 
rack. Sheriff  Smith,  after  the  exe- 
cution, repaired  to  the  barrack, 
and  acquainted  the  commanding 
officer  with  the  delinquency  of  the 
foldicrs. 

Yefterday,  after  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  enft  le  gates  were  clofed, 
and  no  pcrlon  fulfil  red  to  eutcr  or 
pafs  through. 

— .  Mr.  recorder  made  his  report 
to  his  majclty,  of  tbjc  convicts  un«» 
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der  fcntcnce  of  death  in  Newgate, 
fiz  James  Stodart,  John  \\  hite, 
John  Codd,  Robert  alias  John 
Moore,  Richard  Edwaids,  James 
Shiers,  Jofeph  Tufo,  William 
Holmes,  Johu  Matthew  Cox,  John 
Vortic,  John  Foteman,  John  Ruf- 
flcr,  Marj*  Marfhall,  Richard  Mid- 
dleton,  John  Shelley  alias  Shcr- 
ley  alias  Sherlock,  James  Napier 
andThomasfTurner. — When  James 
Napier,  John  Codd,  John  Shelley 
alias  Shcrley  alias  Sherlock,  Ro- 
bert alias  John  Moore,  William 
Holmes,  and  Richard  Edwards, 
Were  ordered  for  execution  on  VYed- 
lacfday  next,  the  ill  of  September. 

Dublin^  Jug.  27.  At  four  o'clock 
yeflerday  afternoon,  the  body  of 
Condron,  the  woolfcriblcr,  who  re 
ceived  his  death  by  a  mulkct-fhot 
From  on«  of  the  guard  that  attend- 
ed the  execution  of  the  fentence  of 
whipping  inflicted  laft  Tueiday,  On 
Garret  Dignam,  was  carried  from 
the  Liberty,  through  the  city,  ac- 
companied by  a  vaft  concoinfe  of 
people,  to  the  cemetry  at  Church- 
town,  .and  there  interred.  The 
procellion  was  throughout  conduct- 
ed with  the  greatefl  decency. 

This  morning  Mr.  Dowling, 
printer  of  the  Volunteers  Journal, 
Dublin,  was  apprehended  by  jui- 
tice  Graham,  and  carried  before 
judge  Robinfon,  who  committed 
him  to  Newgate,  on  a  charge  of 
his/h  treafon,  at  the  fuit  of  the 
crown. 

3  > .  His  royal  highnefs  the  prince 
of  Wales  fet  out  from  Windlbc  to 
jBrighrhclmflone. 

SEPTEMBER. 

I.  The  following  malefactors, 
cow  icked  in  July  Teutons,  were,  in 
pyrfuance  of  their  fentence,  exe- 
cuted on  a  fcaifold  erected  for  that 
purpofe  before  the  door  of  New- 
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gate,  viz.  Richard  Edwards,  for 
aflaulting  the  hon*  Keith  hlphin- 
lton,  near  the  theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  and  forcibly  taking  from 
fci in  a  gold  watch,  gold  fcal,  &c 
Robert  alias  John  Moore,  tor  al- 
faulting  Mrs.  Arabella  Jeffreys  near 
St.  James's  gate,    and  fnatching 
from  her  head  drefs  a  clufter  dia- 
mond pin  ;  fohu  Codd,  for  a  flrcct 
robbery  on  *  Samuel  Ellifon  ;  Wil- 
liam Holmes,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
houfe  of  Adam  Hamilton  at  En- 
field ;   John  Shelly  alias  Sherlev 
alias  Sherlock,  for  being  concerned 
with  others  In  refoiing  and  carry- 
ing a*ay  ^olb.  of  tea,  which  had 
been  fcized  by  an  e  xcife -officer  ; 
and  James  Napier,  convicted  the 
feflions  before,   tor  aiLulting  the 
hon.  Albina  Hobart,  near  the  O- 
pera-houfc,   and  taking  from  her 
pcrfon  a  diamond  ear-ring,  by  tear- 
ing the  fame  from  her  car,  but 
which  flipped  out  of  hi*  hand,  and 
fell  into  her  handkerchief.  Hav- 
ing attended  divine  fervicc  in  the 
chapel,  the  unhappy  men  appeared 
on  the  fcaffold  at  twentv-rive  mi- 
nutes be  lore  feven  ;  and  after  be- 
ing tied  up,  they  joined  the  ordi- 
nary in  fervent    devotion.  Ti,^ 
prayers  King  over,   Mr.  Vile;te 
took  them  each  by  the  hand,  and 
having   refpcc'tivcly  recommended 
them  to  Almighty  mercy,  went  oif 
the  fcaffold,  when  John  Codd  gave 
a  handkerchief  to  the  deputy-exe- 
cutioner,   who  at  the  convict* 
delire   delivered  it   to   a  pedoa 
aniong  the  croud.    The  platform 
dropped  a  few  minutes  before  level* 
when  Codd,  in  conlequcncc  of  the 
noofe  having  flipped  from  under 
the  ear  to  the  back  of  the  neck, 
writhed  his  body  and  ft  niggled  near 
ten  minutes  after  his  fellow-fuffer- 
ers   appeared  to  be  quite  dead. 
They  were  flout  well-made  young 
men,  the  oldeft  not  appearing  to  be 
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more  than  four  or  five  and  thirty, 
and  decently  drcflcd.  Sherlock 
wore  a  new  uiit  of  mourning. 

City  of  York. 
At  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid  citv, 
the  firft  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1784,  it 
was  refolved  by  the  mavor  and 
commonalty  of  the  fa  d  city, 
That  the  thanks  of  this  corpora- 
tion here  aiTembled  be  given  to  the 
right  hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  the 
right  hon.  William  Eden,  William 
joliffc,  efq.  George  Dempftcr,  efq. 
and  John  Courtenay,  eft].  Jor  their 
wife,  ftrcnuous,  and  patriotic  op- 
.polition   to  the  bill  brought  into 
parliament  during  the  laft  letfion, 
impofing    an   additional  duty  on 
windows  in  lieu  of  part  of  the  late 
duties  on  tea,  which  bill  had  been 
declared  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  at  a  general  meeting,  to  be 
extremely  impolitic,  partial,  com- 
pulfory,  opprdlivc,  and  unjuft,  and 
which  now  appears  to  this  corpora- 
tion to  lay  a  heavy  and  peculiar 
burthen  upon  the  people  of  this 
kingdom. 

Refolved  alfo,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  corporation  be  given  to  the 
forty  members  of  parliament  who 
divided  againftthc  third  reading  of 
the  laid  bill  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons on  the  10th  of  Auguil  laft. 

Refolved,  that  thefe  rcfolutions 
be  entered  into  the  corporation 
books  ;  that  copies  thereof  be  made 
and  figned  by  the  common  clerk, 
and  tranfmittcd  by  him  ro  the  feve- 
ral  gentlemen  named  in  the  firll  re- 
folution,  and  that  the  fame  be  pub- 
liflied  in  both  the  York  papers. 
'  1  By  order, 

Geo.  Townfno, 
Common  clerk  of  the  faid  city. 
— .  Laft  week  colonel  Fox,  as 
the  reprcfentative  ot  the  late  lord 
Holland,  pakl  into  the  Bank,  for 
the  ufc  of  government,  the  fum  of 
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46,oool.  the  payment  was  made  by 
a  bill  upon  the  houfe  of  Drum* 
xnond. 

6.  This  morning,  about  fix 
o'clock,  one  hundred  tranfports 
(men  only)  were  put  on  board  a 
lighter  at  Blackfriars-ftairs,  in  or- 
der to  be  tranfported  to  America. 
They  were  attended  by  Mr.  (heriif 
Pickett,  Mr.  Akerman,  &c.  who 
faw  them  properly  fecured  :  there 
arc  now  left  in  Newgate  eighty -one 
more,  moiUy  women  ;  amongftthe 
notorious  ones  are  one  Webrter, 
who  has  been  tranfported  three 
times  before  ;  and  Hopping  Dick, 
who  has  been  capitally  convicted 
twice  before. 

— .  The  nobleman's  carriage 
lately  tarred  and  feHthered  by  the 
Dublin  mob,  is  faid  to  have  be- 
longed to  lord  Mulkcrry.  It  was 
the  beautiful  and  magnificent  coach 
not  long  fince  fent  over  by 
Hatchet. 

The  quarrel  with  lord  Muflcerry 
is  not  on  any  political  or  perfonal 
ground,  but  merely  the  offence  his 
carriage  has  given  the  non-impor- 
tation agreement :  the  aqreemenr, 
by  the  bye,  did  not  take  place  till 
two  months  after  the  coach  was 
l.i tided  in  Dublin  ;  fo  that  here  is 
difordcr  not  more  full  of  ablurdity 
than  barbarifm. 

E a  trad  of  a  letttr  from  Plymouth >9 
Sept,  7. 

Laft  Thurfday  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock,  the  remains  of  iir  £yre 
Coote,  K.  B.  were  landed  at  the 
Jetty  Head,  in  the  dock-yard,  the 
Bombay  Catlle  firing;  21  minute 
guns.  The  corps  of  marines  form- 
ed a  line  to  the  dock-gates.  Drums 
beating  a  point  of  war,  colours  fly- 
ing, mufic  playing  a  folemn  dirge. 
The  officers  falutcd  the  hcarfe  as  it 
pa  (fed  them.  In  Fore- It  reef,  two 
companies  of  royal  artillery,  th* 
39th  and  40th  regiments  of  foot,  re- 
ceived 
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ceivcd  the  body,  forming  thera- 
felves  into  divifions  of  fix  abrcaft  ; 
the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry 
taking  the  lead.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded through  the  towns  of  DocH, 
Storc-houfe  and  Plymouth,  through 
the  Glacis  to  the  gates  of  the  cita- 
del, where  the  lieutenant-governor, 
Campbell,  received  the  body  with 
*  every  mark  of  refpeft.  The  two 
battalions  and  artillery  formed  on 
the  parade,  before  the  governor's 
houfe ;  the  grenadiers  and  light 
infantry,  in  four  divifions,  efcorted 
the  hearfe  to  the  chapel,  the  troops 
prefenting  their  arms  ;  the  drums 
beating  and  mulic  playing,  19  mi- 
nute guns  were  fired  during  this 
ceremony,  and  the  body  was  depo- 
fucd  in  the  chapel  with  great  fo- 
lemniry  and  refpeft.  The  nume- 
rous crowds  of  fpectators  which  at- 
tended, tertified  their  regard  to  the 
memory  of  lb  great  a  man. 

7.  This  night's  gazette  contains 
an  add  re  is  to  his  majelVy  from  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Mcath, 
in  Ireland,  in  which  they  fay,  that 
they  fee  with  concern  and  indigna- 
tion the  public  peace  dillurbcd,  and 
the  government  infulted,  by  the 
intemperance  of  fome  mifguided 
perfons  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
are  happy  in  declaring  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  the  tranquillity  of  that 
county  has  been  preferved  with- 
out interruption,  and  that  they 
will,  in  their  feveral  capacities,  ufe 
every  exertion  to  maintain  and  cul- 
tivate a  difpofition  to  good  order, 
an  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  a  re- 
fpeft  for  the  legiflaturc,  as  the  belt 
fecuritics  of  their  properties,  free- 
dom, and  religion. 
SxtraJ   of  a  letter  from  DMn, 
Sept.  10. 
The  confequcnccs  of  the  attempt 
made  a  few  days  ago  by  the  mili- 
tary to  refcue  one  of  their  officers, 
confined  for  debt,  have  turned  out 


to  be  much  more  melancholy  than 
the  public  were  at  firit  taught  to  be- 
lieve.   The  following  arc  the  par- 
ticulars of  that  unfortunate  affray. 
Captain  Pallifer,  of  the  9th  dra- 
goons, was  arretted  and  carried  to 
a  lock-up  houfe,  where  he  waa 
fafcly  lodged  :  a  woman,  whom  he 
kept,  called  together  out  of  their 
beds,  a  number  of  the  privates  of 
the  regiment ;  and  alter  giving  them 
a  great  quantity  of  fpiritunus  li- 
quors, Hie  excited  them  to  go  and 
refcue  her  paramour.    The  men 
readily    undertook   the  bufinefs, 
heated  as  they  were  with  fpirits, 
and  perhaps  not  a  little  prompted 
to  it  by  attention  for  their  ofhcer. 
The  IherifTs  officer's  houfe  was  at 
the  end  of  a  little  narrow  court  ; 
from  this  circumtrance  it  was  more 
dangerous  to  approach  it  in  hotrile 
array,  and  the  more  eafy  to  repel 
an  attack  :  the  dragoons,  however, 
attacked  it  with   great  violence ; 
but  were  repulfcd  with  three  dil- 
cha-ges  of  a  blunderbufs,  loaded 
with  Hugs.  One  man  was  left  dead 
upon  the  fpot ;  three  more  were 
wounded  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
they  died  a  few  hours  after;  five 
more  were  carried  to  the  Royal  In- 
firmary, and  of  two  of  them  the 
furgeons    have   defpaired ;  many 
others  were  wounded  in  the  legs, 
breads,  and  arms.  The  reaton  that 
fo  many  were  wounded  was,  that 
the  place  being  narrow,  and  the 
(hot  riving  in  various  directions,  al- 
moit  every  flug  told  ;  fo  that  fcarce- 
ly  one  of  the  dragoons  efcaped  un- 
hurt.   Soon  after  the  affray,  cap- 
tain Pallifer  was  removed  to  New 
Prifon  tor  greater  fecurity.  The 
whole  of  the  regiment  had  been  or- 
dered into  coun*ry  quarters  fome 
time  before  the  above  melancholy 
affair  ;  and  two  troops  had  actually 
marched  out  of  town  ;  the  other 
two  were  to  have  followed  them  as 
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on  the  fecofid  day  after  the  riot  j  time*  the  foldiers  were  preparing 

but  as  foon  as  the  news  of  the  af-  means  to  have  their  wounded  com- 

fray  reached  the  Cafilej  they  .were  panion  carried  to  the  hofpital,  the 

ordered  to  march  at  an  hour's  no-  ferjeant  tracked  the  blood  about 

tice  ;  and  an  exprefs  wds  dttyatched  twenty  yards,  and  at  fome  diftance 

for  lord  Drogheda's  light-hoffr  {the  found  a  knife  bloody  ;  this  he  put 

1 8th  dragoons)  to  fpecd  to  Dublin  in  his  pocket,  without  further  no- 

to  replace  ihem  :  the  18th  is  ac-  tice  till  he  arrived  at  the  Barrack, 

tually  arrived.  when*  he  dciired  the  fuldiers  of  the 

1 1.  This  night's  gazette  contains  mefs  to  which  the  wounded  man 
an  addrefs  to  the  king  from  the  belonged  to  prepare  their  mefs 
mayor,  (heriffs,  artd  grand  jury  of  knives ;  behold  here  Was  one  mif- 
the  county  of  the  town  of  Carrick-  fing  :  he  rffked  them  if  they  would 
fcrgus,  thanking  his  majefty  for  the  know  the  knife,  they  fsfid  they 
reftoration  of  their  rights  and  privi-  muft  know  it  well;  on'  which  he 
leges  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  produced  the  one  found,  and  they 
and  exprcifive  of  their  loyalty  and  declared  It  belonged  to  their  corn- 
attachment  to  his  majetly's  per-  panion.  Sufpiciofrs  now  ar'fling 
fon  and  government,  and  their  for"  that  the  deed  had  been  done  by 
row  and  indignation  at  the  late  tu-  himfelf,  he  was  brought  to  a  court* 
mults  in  Dublin.  martial,  and  tried,  and  the  evidence 

Eftnisy  Sept.  13.   This  morning  appearing  very  ft rong  againit  him, 

a  duel  was  fought  near  Tubbcr,  in  he  confellcd  the  fa&,  and  was  fen- 

the  county  of  Galway,  between  tenccd  to  receive  5O0  laftics  before 

J.  Boucher  and  R.  Evans,  cfqrs*  he  was  difcharged. 

Mr.  Evans  took  the  firit  (hot,  and  About  three  o'clock  this  morning 

lodged  his  ball  in  Mr.  Boucher's  was  received  the  melancholy  intcl- 

groTn,  who,  with  the  grcatcfi:  cool-  ligencc  of  the  death  of  Richard 

nefs,  (though  it  is  feared  mortally  Evans,  efq.  in  confequence  of  the 

wounded)  picferved  his  ground,  and  wound  he  received  in  the  late  duel, 

returned  the  fire,  wounding  his  an-  He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  ftriclc't 

tagonilt  in  the  belly,  and  it  is  integrity  and  moil  unblemifhed  cha* 

thought  equally  dangerous  j   the  raster ;  as  a  friend,  was  fanguine 

fecouds  now  interfering,  put  an  end  and  fincerc  ;  and  as  an  acquaint* 

to  1  his  melancholy  affair.  anec,  fafc   and  agreeable.  Hb 

ExtraR  of  a  Utter  from  Dublin,  death  is  mod  univerfallv  lamented. 

Srpt.  14.  — «.  The  remains  of  general  fir 

About  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  Eyre  Coote  were  brought  in  great 
latt,  an  account  was  received  at  the  funeral  pomp  from  Plymouth,  to 
Barrack,  thar  a  foldier  belonging  be  interred  at  Rockburrtc,  in  Hants, 
to  the  26th  foot,  was  lying  on  the  Col.  Boyd,  the  hon.  gen.  Bathurir, 
"Circular  Road,  houghed  in  a  dread-  the  hon.  Mr.  Bulkclcy,  fir  Edward 
ful  manner ;  a  fcrjeant  and  a  guard  HuKe  bart.#  col.  Owen,  col.  Hulfe, 
were  immediately  difpatched  to  his  major  Coote,  major  Bromley,  capt. 
afliftance,  and  found  him  in  the  Hutchinfon,  with  the  principal 
Hate  defcri bed.  with  two  contufious  gentlemen  and  clergy  of  the  neigh- 
on  his  head ;  on  enquiry,  he  faid,  bourhood,  and  the  tenants  of  the 
that  he  was  attacked  by  three  vil-  late  fir  Eyre  Coote,  attended  to  pay 
lains,  who  knocked  him  down,  and  their  laft  tribute  of  refpecl. 
then  houghed  him.    During  the  15.  The  populace  took  the  horfes 
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from  the  coach  of  the  right  hon.  wretches  who,  like  bealls  of  prey^ 
Charles  James  Fox,  in  Old-ftreet,  go  about  for  the  purpofe  of  rapine 
and  fubifituted  themfelvcs  in  their  and  dettruc-tion,  to  attack  the  pro- 
places,  pertics,  and,  upon  the  lead  relift* 

16.  It  is  faid  that  his  royal  high-  ance,  the  lives  of  their  innocent  • 
nefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  having  fellow-fubjecls,  muft  be  cut  off  from 
heard  that  a  natural  fon  of  his  laie  that  country  to  which  they  have 
majefty  king  George  II.  was  in  proved  lb  dangerous,  and  the  fa- 

a  manner  unprovided  for,  nude  an  vagenefs  of  whofe  difj>oiition  ex- 
inquiry  intoxhat  gentlemim's  litua-  cceds  the  very  beafts  ot  prey  them* 
tion,  and  having  received  the  moft  fclves. 

convincing  teftimonies,  that  he  was  44  Yon  lVand  forth  a  melancholy 
no  impottor,  has  moft  gracioufly  example  of  the  dreadful  confc- 
becn  pleafed  to  fettle  on  him  a  fa*  quences  of  a  profligate  and  aban* 
lary  of  200I.  per  annum.  doned  life,  and  of  thofe  certain  Heps 
His  late  majefty  George  the  Se-  by  which  the  commimon  of  one 
cond  had  fcvcral  natural  children  crime  too  frequently  leads  to  that  of 
in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  who  others  of  a  much  deeper  die.  You 
were  all  properly  taken  care  of.  have  deprived  an  innocent  fellow- 
The  above  gentleman,  by  fomc  creature  of  his  life,  aftuated  by  no 
fortuitous  circumftanccs,  however,  other  motive  than  a  third  of  plun- 
was  totally  neglected.  He,  at  an  der  and  blood,  and  for  no  other 
early  period,  was  fent  on  board  a  provocation  than  the  juft  defence  of 
man  of  war,  and  ferved  fomc  years  his  property.  You  have  deprived 
as  a  warrant  officer.  He  afterwards  the  wife  of  her  hulband,  the  child- 
was  an  enlign  in  theHampllurc  mi-  ren  of  a  father,  and  bmh  of  their 
litia^  in  which  fitunrion  rrc  con-  protector.  You  have  reduced  an 
tinued,  till  a  worthy  character  re-  innocent  family  to  mifery  and  di- 
prefented  his  cafe  to  his  royal  high-  Irrcfs,  and  deprived  them  of  that 
nefs  the  prince  of  Wales.  fupport,  or  forced  them  to  feek  it 

17.  This  day  came  on  the  trial  from  the  public,  which  they  de- 
of  Henry  Morgan  for  the  murder  rived  from  the  honcft  induftry  of 
of  Mr.  Linton  ;  and  the  jury  hav-  the  dcccatld.  For  crimes  fo  cnor- 
ing  found  him  guilty,  the  recorder  mous  as  thefc  you  can  expect  no 
addreflcd  him  precifely  in  the  fol-  mercy  from  thoO  cntrufted  with 
lowing  words  :  the  execution  of  the  law. 

"  Henry  Morgan,  44  Happy  will  it  be  for  you,  if 

"  You   have  been  juftly  con-  that  remoi  fc  and  contrition  of  mindf 

Vifted  of  the  crime  of  murder,  a  which  fecnied  to  have  led  you  to 

crime  from  which  nature  (brinks  make  a  confeffion  of  your  guilt, 

with  horror,  and  which  in  all  ages  fliould  operate  fo  upon  your  wicked 

aod  in  all  countries,  in  the  light  of  ,  he:n  t  ;ts»  10  produce  that  lincerc  arfd 
both  God  and  man,  hath  been  ever  devp  repentance  which  alone  will 
detefted  as  a  mort  enormous  crime,     obtain  mercy  in  the  light  of  that 

44  We  have  had  the  paiu  of  fee-    God  bef<*c  whom  you  are  foon» 
ing  many  unfortunate  wretches  pay    very  foon,  to  render  an  account, 
their  forfeited  lives  to  the  offended       "  After,   therefore,  exhorting 
laws  of  their  country,  for  crimes  of   you  to  make  the  bell  ule  of  that 
infinitely  lets  magnitude.    Thofe   lii^c  fpace  of  life  which  now  re- 
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mains  to  you,  it  is  my  duty  to  pro- 
nounce the  awful  fentence  of  the 
law,  which  is,  That  you,  Henry 
Morgan,  be  on  Monday  next  hang- 
ed by  the  neck  until  you  are  dead, 
and  your  body  be  afterwards  dif- 
fered and  anatomized;  and  may 
the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  your 
foul!" 

20.  Henry  Morgan,  convirtcd 
laft  Friday  for  the  wilful  murder 
•t  Mr.  Linton,  on  the  7th  of  July, 
near  St.  Martin's  lane,  by  flubbing 
him  in  the  belly  with  a  large  cafe- 
knife,  was  executed  on  a  fcaffold 
e reeled  before  Newgate.  At  half 
part  fix  the  convirt  came  upon  the 
fcatibld  wi  h  a  book  in  his  hand, 
and  prayed  in  an  audible  voice,  and 
with  every  appearance  of  fervent 
devotion.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  ordinary  quitted  the  fcaf- 
fold, when  the  malcfartor,  in  an 
impaflioned  tone  of  voice,  conti- 
nued to  repeat — **  Oh,  my  God, 
forgive  all  my  fins  ;  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon'me ;  Chriil  jefus,  re- 
ceive my  foul and  while  utter- 
ing thefe  ejaculations,  the  platform 
dropped,  and  after  a  few  convul- 
five  It  ruggles,  he  became  motion  - 
lefs.  A  woman  and  a  child  now 
came  upon  the  fcaffold,  and  had 
the  hand  of  the  malefactor  flroked 
fcveral  times  upon  their  necks,  un- 
der a  notion  of  its  removing  wens. 
After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  the 
body  was  put  into  a  flicll,  and  car- 
ried to  Surgeon'  Hall,  in  order  for 
duTcrtion. 

The  following  extraordinary  par- 
ticulars relating  to  Morgan,  the 
murderer,  may  be  depended  upon. 
He  made  a  full  confeflion  of  his 
guilt,  immediately  after  his  trial ; 
and,  on  Sunday,  publicly  declared 
he  was  the  perfon  who  gave  Mr. 
Linton  the  fatal  wound,  and  even 
went  afterwards  with  fome  of  the 


mot  to  fee  the  dead  body.  His 
behaviour  at  chapel  was  attentive, 
and  exceedingly  penitent.  Early 
on  Monday  morning  (for  he  had 
no  llcep)  he  repeated  his  contrition 
for  the  horrid  fact  to  two  prifoiicrs 
in  the  cell  with  him.  On  going  to 
chapel,  however,  previous  to  his 
execution,  to  receive  the  facra- 
mcnt,  he  denied  to  Mr.  Villette  any 
knowledge  of  the  murder  or  rob- 
bery ;  and,  weeping  bitterly,  faid 
he  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  make 
the  former  confeflion.  On  his  per- 
fevcring  in  this  lingular  aflcrtioh, 
the  ordinary,  with  great  propriety, 
rcfufed  to  adminiflcr  the  facramcnt 
to  him.  He  then  afcended  the  leaf- 
fold,  and  declared  repeatedly  hij 
innocence  to  the  Aicritfs,  &x.  On 
a  gentleman  afking  him,  what  he 
thought  would  become  of  his  im- 
mortal part,  if  he  left  the  world 
with  a  lie  in  his  mouth  ;  Morgan 
anfwered,  44  the  hottcfl  pit  in  hell 
would  be  too  good  for  fuch  a 
wretch."  He  in  his  laft  moments 
continued  to  deny  the  fart,  and  read 
the  Lamentation  of  a  Sinner  from 
the  Liturgy  the  inflant  before  he 
fu  fie  red. 

The  unfortunate  Morgan,  dur- 
ing his  confinement  in  Newgate, 
fent  fcveral  mcflages  to  an  uncle,  a 
tradefmau  of  reputation  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  town,  rcquefling  to  fee 
him  ;  but  the  latter  could  not  be 
prevailed  ou  to  vilit  the  prifoner. 
The  caufc  of  this  was,  we  are  af- 
fured  upon  good  authority,  owing 
to  Morgan's  having  repeatedly 
ft  ripped  his  lifler,  a  fober,  modeft 
girl,  of  her  cloaths,  Sec.  Being 
frequently  ill  treated  by  him,  (lie 
fought  an  afylum  with  her  uncle, 
who  rook  her  into  his  family,  and 
employed  her  in  the  (hop.  In  this 
fituation  Morgan  fometimcs  vifiud 
her  by  flealth ;  and  one  Sundav, 

when 
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when  the  family  were  abroad,  he 
made  a  propofal  to  her  to  rob  her 
benefactor  :  ftruck  with  horror  at 
fuch  a  propolition,  (he  rcfufed,  and 
threatened  him  in  the  fevereil  man- 
ner; on  which  he  drew  a  knife, 
and  attempted  to  cut  her  throat ; 
but  her  cries  alarmed  a  man  who 
happened  to  be  below  flairs,  and 
the  villain  precipitately  left  the 
houfe.  The  young  woman  was  ex- 
ceedingly afflicted  at  his  mifcraole 
fate,  and  often  afforded  him  alfill- 
ance  during  his  confinement.  She 
was  fent  out  of  town  by  her  relation 
on  Saturday  lail  in  an  agony  of  dc- 
fpair. 

28.  Dixon,  the  accomplice  of 
Morgan,  in  the  robbery  and  mur- 
der of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Linton, 
a  month  or  two  lince,  in  St.  Mar- 
tin's lane,  was  apprehended  at  the 
houfe  of  his  father,  in  LilJc-rtrect, 
Leiccfter- fields,  and  brought  before 
juftice  Addington,  at  the  office  in 
Bowftrcct,  where,  on  his  exami- 
nation, a  charge  was  made  a^ainft 
him  of  a  burglary,  committed  in 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Andrews,  watch- 
maker, at  Dover,  on  or  about  the 
18th  intiant.  The  father  was  con- 
cerned with  Dixon  in  receiving  the 
property  taken  at  Dov^r,  and  it  was 
on  that  accoUnt  that  fir  Sampfon 
Wright's  officers  vifited  his  houfe  in 
Lillc-iireet :  while  they  were  fearch- 
ing  for  the  ftolcn  goods  in  a  dark 
clofet,  which  the  mother  endea- 
voured to  keep  them  from  looking 
into,  they  felt  the  face  of  a  man, 
and  upon  their  forcing  him  from 
his  hiding  place,  it  appeared  to  be 
Dixon,  after  whom  they  had  long 
been  in  purfuit.  The  father  is  in 
Dover  gaol,  having  been  appre- 
hended at  the  Ship  inn,  in  that 
town,  on  fufpicion  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  burglary ;  a  part  of 
the  goods,  irolcn  from  Mr,  An- 


drews,  were  found  upon  him ;  and 
lail  night  the  filler  of  Dixon,  a  de- 
cent well-looking  girl,  was  com- 
mitted to  New  Prifon  for  farther 
examination.  The  mother  made 
her  efcapc  ;  but  Dixon  will  hirafelf 
be  re-examined  on  Friday.  He 
yellerday  evening  aliened,  that 
Morgan  and  he  were  both  innocent 
of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Linton. 

— .  This  evening  the  tragedy  of 
Zara,  and  the  farce  of  Catherine 
and  Fetruchio,  were  acted  at  Co- 
vent-garden-theatre  for  the  benefit 
of  Mrs.  Linton  and  her  family.  The 
night  was  very  profitable  to  the 
objeds  to  whom  this  confolarion 
was  meant  to  be  imparted.  The 
number  of  tickets  diilributed  pre- 
vious to  the  night  exceeded  all 
precedent.  Above  fix  thoufand 
were  out  in  the  hands  of  different 
partisans.  The  receipts  of  the 
houfe  were  3201.  and  the  prefenta 
made  an  addition  of  alraoft  twice  as 
much  more.  The  players,  ac- 
cording to  their  ufual  munificence, 
and,  to  do  them  juftice,  on  fuch 
occasions  no  order  of  men  are  more 
munificent,  all  were  volunteers, 
and  gave  up  their  night's  pay. 

— .  The  houfe  of  Edmund  Burke, 
efq.  of  Beaconsfield,  was  broke 
open  and  robbed  of  a  variety  of 
plate  and  other  articles  to  a  con- 
fide ruble  value*  The  robbers  came 
down  from  London  itt  a  phaeton 
which  they  had  hired  in  Oxford- 
road.  They  broke  open  a  field- 
gate  at  the  lide  of  the  road,  oppo- 
lite  the  avenue  which  leads  up 
through  the  lawn  to  the  back  of 
the  houfe,  and  t^iere  the  horfes  and 
phaeton  were  left  in  a  corner  of  the 
field,  as  appeared  by  the  marks  of 
the  wheels,  the  horfes,  and  the 
men.  At  about  one,  it  is  fuppofed, 
they  came  up  to  the  houfe,  and 
having  patted  the  left  wing  on  the 
(li  2)  rear, 
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rear,  they  took  their  ftand  under  a  and  fo  acrofs  the  common  to  Har- 
pear-tree,  in  the  comer,  where,  by    row,  from  Harrow  to  the  New 
The  grafs  being  much  trodden,  it    Road,  where  the  turnpikes  are  open 
may  be  conjedured  they  flood  about   aU  night,and  along  the  New  Road 
auhour.   Mr.  Burke  was  in  town,    acrofs  Ilhngton,  into  ^fields, 
but  Mrs.  Burke  and  the  reft  of  the    aud  from  thence  into  Duke  s  i  luce, 
family  were  at  home.  Mrs.  Burke's   where  in  all  probability  the  whole 
maid  was  looking  out  of  the  win-    has  been  melted  down  by  the  gang, 
dow,  it  being  a  remarkable  clear    The  plan  tor  this  robbery  mutt  have 
ui?hr,  until  half  paft  one  o'clock,    been  a   very  regular  concerted 
but  heard  no  noife,  nor  faw  any    fcheme,  and  the  robbers  mult  have 
appearance  of  robbers.  Soon  after   had  an  accomplice  perfectly ^  ac- 
f£! ;  retired.  From  the  circumuances   quaintcd  with  the  houfe;  fome- 
of  the  cafe,  it  mult  be,  thofe  fellows    body  perhaps  who  lived  in  the  t;t- 
came  round  to  the  front  of  the    mily>  and  had  been  difcharged ; 
houfc,  and  cutting  a  hole  in  the    at  leaA  it  is  to  fufpectcd. 
cl*fs,  and  then  through  the -win-       29.  Accordmg  to  ancient  cuf- 
dow  in  the  area,  they  puttied  back    torn,  a  common  hall  was  held  at 
the  bolt,  and  got  in.    They  pro-    Guildhall  for  the  eloftion  of  a  lord- 
ceeded  only  to  the  place  where  the    mayor,  tor  the  eufuing  year.  At 
plate  in  daily  ufe  was  kept;  the    one  o'clock .  the  iord  mayor,  the 
reft  was  in  an  iron  cheO,  in  the    aldermen   Alfop,    Crofby,  Saw- 
butlers  pantry,  and  where  young   bridge.  Hall itax,  Plomer,  VVilkcs 
IVlr,  Burke's  man.  Dept.    Having    Boydcll,Newnham,Clark,\\  right, 
rot  about  iccl.  worth,  as  may  be   Gill,  Pickett,  banderion,  Kitchen, 
calculated  from  the   number   of   Watfon,  Bates,  Hopkins,  Lewis, 
ounces,  they  packed  it  up,  and  re-    and  Burnell,  attended  divine  fer- 
treatcd  with  their  booty.    They    vice  at  St.  Lawrence  s  church, 
left  behind  them  a  match  and  tinder       Upon  their  return  to  the  huft- 
box,  a  lack,  a  wax  taper,  a  famion-    ing«,  the  common  hall  was  opened 
able  cane,  and  an  iron  inftrumcnt   with  the  ulual  folcmnities,  and  was. 
for  forcing  window-flnittcrs.  They    filled  with  at  leait  fittcen  hun- 
alio  left  a  tea  canifter,  which  they    drcd  liverymen.    All  the  alder- 
carried  out  of  the  houfc ;  but  they    men  below  the  chair,  who  had 
broke*  it  open,  and  took  out  of  it    ferved  the  office  of  Aienft  (except 
all  the  tea!.    The  time  in  which    Hart  and  Pugh,   who  yeilcrduy 
this  bufincfs  was  accompUthed,  was    rcfigned  their  gowns)  were  put  in 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  j    nomination  ;  but  aldermen  Clark 
for  a  little  before  three,  fome  of  and  Wright  being  the  gentlemen 
the  labourers  were  up  about  the   in  rotation  for  the  ofhee,  were 
houfc,  but  the  burglary  was  not    unammoutly  returned  to  the  court 
difcovcrcd  until  near  fix  o'clock,    of  aldermen. 
A  purfuit  was  inftantly  let  on  foot,       30.  Died,  at  his  houfe  in  Ber- 
but  no  certain  traces  could  be  dif-    mondfey,  in  Surry,  Richard  RuU 
covered  which  road  they  took  ;  and    fell,  efq.  in  the  commiflion  or  the 
as  there  was  no  account  at  the  turn-    peace  for  that  county.    He  died  a 
pikes,  it  is  probable  they  proceed-    bachelor,  and  has  leit,  among  other 
ed  through  the  bye-ro::dS,  which    legacies  3000I.  to  the  Magdalen 
laad  from  Beaconsiield  to  Watford,   holpital ;  3oeol.  to  the  SmalLpo* 
-  hol- 
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hofpital  ;  3000I.  to  the  Lying-inn   mittee-room  of  the  Afylum,  and 
hofpital  near  Wcfiniinrter-bridge  ;    his  will  to  be  read  there  dnte  in 
50c I.  to   the  Surry  Difpenfary  ;    every  year,  for  which  the  fccreiary 
aoocrl  for  a  monument  to  be  erect-    is  to' have  an  annual  gratuity, 
ed  in  St.  John's  church,  Southwark;       Five  hundred  pounds  are  to  be 
5cl.  each  to  fix  young  women  to    fpent  on  his  funeral,  cxclufivc  of 
attend  as  pall-bearers  on  the  night    the  fums  left  to  the  young  maidens, 
of  his  interment;  sol  each  to  four    which  he  exprcfly  declares  (hall  not 
other  young  women,  who  are  to    be  confidered  as  part  of  the  charges 
precede  his  corpfe,  and  ftrew  flow-    of  his  funeral, 
crs,  whilft  the  Dead  March  in  Saul       He  has  directed  his  body  to  be 
is  to  be  played  by  the  organift  of   moved  to  a  more  convenient  place 
St.  John's ;  tool,  to  the  reverend   than  his  own  houfe,  previous  to 
Mr.  Grofe  to  write  his  epitaph,    the  funeral  proceflion  ;  in  confe- 
This  fum  had  been  firft  left  to  Dr.    quence  of  which  the  body  will  lie 
Samuel  Johnfon,  but  altered  by  a    in  ftate  in  the  Great  Room  at 
codicil  in  favour  of  the  reverend    Union-hall,  in  Union-ftreet,  South. 
Mr.  Grofe.  All  the  reft  of  his  pro-    wark ;  from  whence  it  is  to  be  car- 
perty,  after  fale  of  his  eftatcs,  to    ricd  for  interment  in  St,  John's 
the  Afylum  for  young  girls  in    church,  on  Tucftlay  fe'nnight  in 
Lambeth  parifli ;  which,  it  is  fup-   the  evening, 
pofed,  will  amount  to  15  or  i6,oool.      He  has  left  100I.  each  to  three 
after  all  the  legacies  and  funeral    or  four  friends,  but  has  not  men* 
charges  are  defrayed.  Eight  of  the    tioncd  the  name  of  any  one  of  his 
a&ing  magiftrates  in  Surry  are  re-    relations,  one  of  whom,  Mifs  Ruf- 
quefted  in  hi*  will  to  attend  his  fu-    fell,  an  amiable  young  girl,  in 
neral ;  and  his  executors  are  fir    poor  circumltancet  in  Southwark, 
Jofeph  Mawbey,  bart.  Samuel  Gil-    ive  are  glad  to  hear,  has  been  ap- 
ktm,  Thomas  Bell,  and  William    pointed  a  pall-bearer  by  his  exe- 
Leavis,  efqrs.  cutors.     His  other  relations  are 

We  alfo  learn,  that  he  has  left  faid  to  live  in  Staftbrdihire,  and  at 
100I.  to  be  given  away,  on  the  Birmingham, 
morning  of  his  interment,  in  bread  Mr.  Rufiell  was  formerly  a  wool- 
and  meat  to  the  poor  of  St.  John's  ftapler,  but  had  relinquifhed  buii- 
parifh  in  Southwark.  He  has  alfo  nefs  ;  he  was  61  years  of  age  at  the 
left  tool,  to  the  charity  fchool  of  time  of  his  death. 
St.  John's,  and  the  like  fum  to  the  o  p  T  rt  n  t  v> 

charity  fchool  of  Be rmondfey.  U  c  1  U  *  K' 

The  fix  young  women  who  are  City  of  Glouceftcr,  )  At  a  corn- 
to  attend  his  funeral  as  pall-bearers,  To  wit.  J  mon  coun- 
and  the  four  others  to  ftrew  flowers  cil  houfe,  held  at  the  Tolfcy,  in 
before  his  corpfe,  are  to  be  fpin-  the  faid  city,  on  Friday  the  firll  of 
Iters,  and  of  good  character  and  October,  in  the  2^th  year  of  the 
reputation.  reign  of  our  fovereign  lord  George 
He  has  left  four  guineas  to  be  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
paid  yearly  to  the  fexton  of  St.  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ire- 
John's  parifli,  to  keep  his  monu-  land,  king,  defender  of  the  faith, 
ment  clean  ;  and  has  directed  his  and  fo  forth,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
picture  Hull  be  placed  in  the  com-   Lord,  1784. 

(E  3)  '  Re- 
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Refolved  urianimoufly,  uncafincfs,  and  much  fcrious  cn- 

That  the  honourable  Thomas  quiry  and  animadverfion ;  the  books 
Erfltine,  barrilter  at  law,  be  pre-  were  again  and  again  examined; 
fented  with  the  freedom  of  this  the  clerks  together  and  feparately 
city,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  appro*  put  to  the  ten  ;  but  without  any 
bation  of  this  corporation  of  his  effect  :  not  a  tingle  obfervation 
zeal,  abilities,  and  ipint,  with  tranfpired  that  could  bring  the  comr 
which  he  deJended  the  rights  or  million  home  to  any  one.  Of 
juries  in  the  late  trial  <  f  the  dean  courfe,  fulpicion  fell  on  many,  and 
of  Sc.  Afrph,  at  Shrewftmry,  for  all  were  very  narrow  ly  watched.  Not 
a  libel ;  and  that  the  fame  be  com-  long  after,  there  was  another  lofs 
municated  to  him  by  the  rij'ht  Irom  the  cafli  account  of  twenty 
^ion.  the  ma\or  of  this  city,  and  pounds,  and  the  day  after,  the  bi\\ 
alfo  publiflied  in  fuch  public  pa-  book,  was  again  defaced  and  torn, 
pers.as  the  mayor  ihall  think  pro-  The  examination  of  the  clerks 
per.  proved  again  as  fruitlefs  as  before. 

2.  A  wardmote  was  held  at  Inn-  The  twenty  pounds  bank  bill  was, 
holders'  hall,  in  Elbow -lane?  be-  however  traced,  from  hand  to  hand » 
fore  the  righf  honourable  {he  lord  till  it  was  tound  to  have  come  from 
mayor,  for  the  election  of  an  al-  a  broker  in  Moorhelds,  who  faid  he 
dcrman  for  the  ward  of  Dowgate,  received  it  in  payment  for  an  o!4 
in  the  room  of  John  Hart,  efq.  who  bureau,  giving  hxtcen  pounds  in 
refigned  his  gown  laft  Wedriefday,  change;  and,  what  was  extraorT 
when  Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq.  a  dinary,  the  gcntlemau  had  not  lince 
merchant  in  VValbrook,  and  mem-  been  beard  of,  nor  his  bureau,  thaj 
ber  for  Southwark,  was  unani-  he  had  paid  for,  been  fenc  for. 
moufly  chofen.  The  defcription  the  broker  gave  of 

— .  The  right  honourable  the  the  gentleman  who  had  been  his 
lord  mayor  held  a  wardmote  atBa-  cullomcr,  was  precife,  and  agreed 
leers'  hall,'  in  Harp-lane,  Tower-  precifely  with  one  or  the  banker's 
flrect,  for  thc^  election  of  an  alder-  clerks.  This  clue  being  given, 
man  of  Tower  ward,  in  the  room  other  circumflantial  proof  was  led 
of  EvarfVugh,  efq.  religned,  when  to ;  and  after  fome  deliberation, 
Richard  Atkinfon,  efq.  merchant,  Mr.  Payne,  the  bank-director,  in 
of  Fcnchurch-rtreet,  was  chofen  the  abfence  of  the  principal  part- 
withbut  oppofition.  '  ncrs,  was  applied  to,  ana"  a  conful- 

8/  The  unhappy  anecdote  of  the  tation  held  w  ith  CrSaropfon  Wright; 
banking-houfe  and  their  clerk,  the  rcfuh  of  which  was,  that  tl>c 
which  is  now  fo  much  the  topic,  is  party  fufpecled  mould  be  taken  in 
in  its  principal  cireumftances  as  fol-  cuflody  :  this  was  done  directly, 
lows.  Some  months  fince  a  main  and  with  that,  addrefs  and  contriv- 
portion  of  the  account  was  found  ance 'which  the  event  (hew  ed  to  be 
to  be  difordercd  ;  ^he  tyll-book  was  necc(Tary.  For,  on  ftixing  the  de- 
blotted,  defaced,  and  mutilated:  linqucnt,  there  were  found  upon 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  deficience  him  two  brace  of  pitfols  loaded  y 
was  difcovcred  in  the  general  ba-  there  was  alfo  fee  re  ted  under  his 
lance  to  the  amount  of  a  thou  fa nd  coat  fleeve  a  fmall  bottle  of  poifon. 
pounds.  The  confcquencc  of  this,  The  conclufion  of  this  event  is  not 
is  might  be  expected,  was  much   the  Icaft  extraordinary  pan  of  it  ; 
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as  it  appeared  that  the  money  was  which  Mrs.  Linfon  received  a  draft 

all  inverted  in  other  names  in  the  for,  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Blake,  . 

funds  ;  from  which  it  happrns  that  who  generoufly  performed  a  fortf 

the  lofs  of  the  Men*'.  D.  will  be  next  night  at  Mr.  Colman's  theatre,  in 

to  nothing.  the  place  of  her  deccafed  hulband, 

— .  A  iew  days  ago  two  very  fine  and  allowed  her  the  falary.  The 

young  Arabs,  a  horfe  and  a  mare,  vacancy  in  the  band  was  then  filled 

were  prefentcd  to  his  majelly  Irom  up,  or  Mr.  Blake  would  have  per- 

Mr.  Haftings.   They  were  brought  formed  gra'is  for  Mrs.  Linton  dur- 

from  Bengal  in  the  Atlas  and  Bcf-  ing  the  remainder  of  the  fcafou. 
borough  Eaft-lndiamcn.  To  ftatc  fueh  inltanccs  of  good- 

7.Thi9evening,aboutfixoVlock,  nefs  and  generality  to  her  and  her 

as  fomc  boys  were  diverting  them-  infant  family,  Mrs.  Linton  holds 

fclves  with  throwing  fquibs  round  it  to  be  not  lefs  her  duty,  than  to 

a  fmall  bonfire  in  Duke's  Place,  it  fpeak  her  linccre  gratitude  to  her 

being  a  kind  of  holid  iy  among  the  kind  benefactors  ;  me  begs  all  the 

Tew*,  a  perfon  who  keeps  a  coffee-  paities,  therefore,   to  accept  her 

houfe  near  the  place  being  much  ex-  mod  warm  acknowledgments,  and 

afperated  at  their  behaviour,  took  a  to  reft  allured,  that  a  due  fenfe  of 

loaded  blundcrbufs  and  fired  among  the  great  obligations  beftowed  upon 

them  from  a  one  pair  of  flairs  win-  her  by  ihofe  benevolent  fouls,  who 

dow,  whereby  one  boy  was  inftant-  have  exerted  thcmfelves  for  the  hu- 

Jy  fhot  dead,  two  others  mortally  mane  purpofe  of  lightening  the 

wounded,  befides  three  more  ;  after  heavy  load  of  misfortune,  fnat  fo 

which  he  came  down  with  a  drawn  fuddenly  overwhelmed  her,  and  her 

cutlafs,    but  being   overpowered,  little  ones,  fliall  ceafe  only  with 

was  fecured  and  lodged  in  the  Poui-  her  cxiftence. 
try  compter. — He  was  brought  be-  Mary  Linton. 

fore  the  fitting  magi Itratesycftcrday,  No.  26,  Porter-ftreet, 
and  recommitted  for  examination       Oct.  11,  1784. 
on  Wednefday  next. 

10.  This  morning  another  of  the       13.  David  Batty  was  committed 

boys  which  was  (hot  on  Thurfday  to  Newgate  by  George  Reid,  efq. 

night  in  Duke's  Place,  died  in  Bar-  charged  on  the  oa  h  of  the  right 

thoiomew's  hofpital.  hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  on  fufpi- 

12.   Mr.  Barrett,    organilt,  at  cion  of  privately  and  felonioully 
Northampton,  having  proposed  it  ftealing  from  his  perfon  a  gold  rc- 
to  a  worthy  baronet  and  ciergyman,  peating  watch,  and  two  gold  leals, 
to  have  a  publick  brcakfaft  and  con-  a  pair  of  fpectacles,  and  a  tooth- 
cert  at  the  George-Inn  in  North-  pick  cafe>  his  property, 
ampton,  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs,       19.  The  Union  Hall  having  been 
Linton,  the  hint  was  carried  into  refuted  by  the  truftees  of  that  build- 
practice,  and  the  concert  was  fup-  jng?  the  corpfe  of  the  late  Richard 
ported  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  Ruflcl,  efq.  lay  in  ftate  at  his  late 
of  the  town  and  county  of  North-  houfe  in  Bcrmondfey-itrcct,  from 
ampton,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  whence  it  was  removed  in  the  fql- 
Barrett.    The  produce  of  the  be-  (owing -manner  : 
nefit    was    twenty-three    pounds,         Staff  men  to  clear  the  way, 
twelve   filling*   ana*  fix -pence  j       *  *  Cortftables  with  hatbands. 

(E  4)  Amount* 


Digitized  by  Google 


PRINCIPAL 


[October, 


A  mourning  coach  and  four  with' 
the  four  young  ladies  to  ftrew  the 
flowers,  all  dicil  in  white  filk, 
with  nofegays  and  flower  baikcts 
on  their  arms. 

The  plume  of  feathers  fupportcd. 

A  hearfc  apd  fix  with  the  body  pro- 
perly clothed  a^d  dreit  w  ith  fea- 
thers, vclvers,  cfcutchcons,  flags, 

coach  anfl  four  with  two  of  the 
pall  bearers,  (females)  drcfled  in 
black  farfenct  with  white  gloves, 
fcarves,  hood?,  and  fans,  and  noic*- 
gays  in  the  right  hand. 
A  ditto  with  two  ditto. 
A  ditto  with  two  ditto. 

A  mourning  coach  and  four  with 
three  clergymen,  viz.  rev.  Mr. 
Pinnock,  rcftor  of  St.  John's, 
rev.  Mr.  Abdy,  curate  of  St. 
John'*,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Grofe. 

Six  other  mourning  coaches  and 
four  with  two  friends  of  the  de- 
ceafed  in  each. 

The  procejiion  fct  off  at  twelve 
o'clock,  aria  moved  flowly,  partly 
from  the  etiquftts,  and  partly  from 
the  number  of  people  aflbmblcd  up 
Bermondfcvrftreet,  Tooley-ftieet, 
and  Fair-ltreet,  Hoiflcydown,  to 
the  front  gate  of  the  church,  where 
it  arrived  a  quarter  before  one, 

When  they  arrived,  the  con- 
courfe  of  people  within  and  with- 
out the  churchryard  was  fo  great, 
that  the  young  ladies,  tfrcwers, 
•  were  obliged  to  be  carried  through 
the  croud  into  the  church,  and 
when  the  eorpfe  was  taken  out 
of  the  hearfe  (with  great  difficul- 
ty) the  men,  ten  in  number, 
mere  pear  falling  down  under  its 
weight,  before  a  paflage  could  be 
cleared  to  get  it  to  the  church.  No 
pall  could  he  put  on,  and  the  pall? 
pearers  (ladies)  were  with  great 
hazard,  ana  in  a  very  trembling 
fondipop,  jjot  fafe  to  the  famp 


place.  The  clergy  and  mourners, 
the  latter  particularly,  met  with  as 
indifferent  a  reception.  The  fea* 
thers  could  not  be  borne  before  the 
body  ;  nor  was  the  path  (hewed, 
but  with  hides,  groans,  throwing 
of  dirt,  and  oiher  miliile  weapons ; 
at  length  it  was  placed  on  the  tref» 
fols  of  the  middle  aiile,  and  the 
flower  llrewers,pall«bcarers,  mourn- 
ers, &c.  at  length  arranged,  the 
orgap  flruck  up  a  funeral  dirge,  but 
fo  threat  was  the  noife,  that  nothing 
diltinct  could  be  heard.  The  cu» 
rate  then  read  the  burial  fervice, 
not  a  fyllable  of  which  could  be 
heard,  owing  to  a  copfulion  of 
mock  fighs,  groans,  &c.  all  in 
contempt  to  the  deccafed.  The  firfl 
fervice  being  finifhed,  the  body  was 
then  borne  to  the  vault  below  the 
chuich,  and  there  depofited  in  a 
(tone  cafe  which  had  been  provided 
for  its  reception  on  the  pavement, 
about  the  ccutrc  of  the  gloomy 
manlion. 

The  after  fervice  here  was  not  a 
little  interrupted  alfo from  the  noife 
without. 

So  thronged  a  church  was,  per- 
haps, hardly  ever  feen  before  ip 
this  metropolis  ;  and  fo  great  a  dif> 
turbapce  at  a  ceremony  ufually  fo- 
lemn  has  occurred  but  leldom.  The 
young  ladies  at  the  funeral  appear- 
ed nearly  as  dead  as  the  corple  they 
were  attending,  though  their  drefs, 
in  which  there  was  a  perfect  uni» 
fortuity,  added  a  great  luftre  to 
their  pallid  charms.  The  clergy 
were  never,  perhaps,  fweatcd  be» 
fore  on  fuch  an  occafiop  ;  and  the 
church  was  fo  intenfely  hot,  though 
the  windows  were  all  open,  that 
ladies  ami  gentlemen  fainted  away, 
among  which  laft  were  two  of  the 
mourners,  who  were  brought  out 
of  church,  anal  copveyed  into  the 
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When  the  funeral  was  ended,  the 
attendants  with  difficulty  were  put 
into  their  coaches,  and  anived  back 
at  the  late  deccaicd's  houfc  about 
three  o'clock. 

The  outer  coffin  was  of  walnut- 
tree,  rubbed  very  bright,  with  fil- 
vcr  plate-handles,  and  other  orna- 
ments ;  the  body  was  dreft  in  linen, 
and  the  lid  fo  contrived  as  to  (hut 
clofe  without  fcrews. 

The  pulpit  and  deik  of  the  church 
were  hung  with  black  and  efcutch- 
eons,  as  was  alfo  xhc  front  of  the 
organ  loft. 

The  funeral  fermon  to  be  preach- 
ed by  the  rev.  Mr.  Piruiock,  rector 
of  St.  John's,  and  librarian  at  the 
Britiili  Mufeuro,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing next. 

Previous  to  the  procclfion  fctting 
out,,  the  effigy  of  the  deccafed,  with 
a  label  on  its  brcait,  was  hung  on 
a  gallows  before  his  own  door,  and 
fuch  diftinguiflied  marks  of  indig- 
nity lhewn  as  happen  but  feldom. 

Mr.  Ruflel's  own  father  was  bu- 
/ied  at  St.  Mar  Magdalen's,  Bcr- 
mondfey,  a  few  years  ago,  when 
fome  fuch  fevere  marks  of  limilar 
indignation  were  ufed,  which  occa- 
Honed  his  orders  to  change  the 
place  of  his  otherwifc  intended  bu- 
rial. 

The  ladies,  fupporters  of  Mr. 
Ruffcl's  pall,  were  : 
Propofcd  by  fir  Jofeph  Mawbcy, 
bait. 

Mifs  Tones,  Mifs  Dundas. 
By  Samuel  Gillam,  cfq. 
Mifs  bally  Ruflcll,  Mifs  Lcavis. 
By  Thomas  Bell,  efq. 
Mifs  Valley. 
By  William  Leavis,  efq. 
Mifs  Leavis,  fen. 
Whatever  other  objection  there 
may  be  to  parts  of  Mr.  Rufltll's 
will*  that  which  relates  to  the  be- 
qucds  to  ten  young  ladies,  nieces 


with  general  approbation ;  each 
pall-btarcr  will  receive  in  monty 
and  cloaths,  in  value  about  feventy 
pounds  ;  and  each  ftrewcr  of  flow- 
ers upwards  of  thirty  ;  which  funis 
may  be  extremely  convenient  to  the 
young  maidens,  and  contribute  pro- 
bably to  the  future  happinefs  of 
life.  All  the  young  ladies  are  fold 
to  be  pretty  ;  but  two  of  the  num-  ^ 
bcr,  Mifs  Ruflel,  of  Mill-ftrcet,  (a 
ccJufin  of  the  teftator)  and  Mifs 
Jone*,.  of  Toolcy-itreer,  are  cftcem- 
cd  to  be  extremely  beautiful. 

The  executors,  Sir  Jofcph  Maw- 
bey,  bart.  Samuel"  Gillam,  Tho- 
mas Bell,  and  William  Leavis,  efq. 
attended  the  funeral,  at  the  cx- 
prefs  delire  of  Mr.  Ruflel  himfelf. 
The  eight  juftices  who  accompanied 
them  are  faid  to  have  been  Samuel 
Swabey,  Ifaac  Stapleton  (who  has  a 
legacv  of  tocl.)  John  Levy,  Wil- 
liam Winter,  Thomas  James,  James 
Bulcock,  Jonathan  Stonard,  and 
William  Hill,  efqrs.  acting  ma- 
giitratcs  in .  £all  Brixton  divi- 
lion. 

Some  doubts  have  arilcrt  refpeft- 
ing  pans  of  his  real  ellatc.  It  is 
faid,  part  by  his  father's  will,  goes 
among  the  children  of  his  uncle 
Thomas  Ruflcll,  one  of  whom,  a 
fon,  is  now  living,  and  has  a  fa- 
mily in  Staftbrdfliire.  Mifs  Ruflcll 
is  the  daughter  of  another,  and 
there  is  alfo  another  daughter  of  a 
third,  who  lives  at  Birmingham, 
It  is  alfo  faid  they  will  difputc  the 
will  on  the  ground  of  the  itatutc  of 
mortmain,  contending,  that  the 
ordering  of  his  eltate  to  be  fold, 
and  the  monry  to  be  given  to  the 
Afylnm,  was  a  meafure  originating 
in  a  wifli  to  evade  that  ltatutc,  and 
therefore  fubjec'r  to  revcrlal  by  a 
court  of  equity.  The  will  was 
made  in  April  latl. 

— The  attempted  falc  of  lord 

Fq- 
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Foley*s  advowfons,  nine  of  which  paiTage  to  the  garrifon  is  above  a 
were  a  week  or  two  fince  put  up  by  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  con- 
aueYion,  is  likely  to  become  not  a  trived  fo  as  to  admit  only  one  pcr- 
little  beneficial  to  Weftminftcr-hall.  fon  at  a  time,  who  mult  advance 
The  cafe  is  to  this  effect :  the  liv-  on  all-fours  ;  feveraj  trenches  arc 
ings  in  qucilton  were  advertifed  in  alfo  thrown  up  at  certain  diftances, 
the  ufual  way,  put  up,  and  fold,  which  communicate  with  the  paf- 
at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  years  fage;  in  (hort,  nothing  but  ltarv- 
purchafe.  Lord  Foley  being  the  ing  them  can  be  of  any  avail,  as 
feller,  immediately  there  wet  c  ob-  all  the  artillery  in  the  kingdom  could 
jeetions  made  to  the  fale,  both  bv  have  no  effeft :  they  are  amply  fup- 
the  truftees  under  the  late  lord  s  plied  with  powder  and  ball,  and 
will,  and  by  the  creditors  of  the  nave  fome  live  cattle  in  the  garri- 
prefcntlord:  the  firtl  of  whom  si-  fon,  Collins  talks  of  proceeding 
ledged,  that  his  lordfliip  was  barred  againft  them  by  mine.  They  took, 
by  the  will  from  making  any  alien-  alter  the  repulfe,  a  drum  and 
ation  of  the  property  in  fee  ;  the  twelve  (lands  of  arms  belonging  to 
latter  contend,  that  if  his  lordihip  the  aflkilants. 
be  not  thus  barred,  any  beneficial  ExtraH  of  a  Utter  from  Dublin, 
jntercft  of  which  he  may  be  fetzed,  Sept.  it. 
inevitably  devolves  during  his  life  Monday  came  on  in  the  court  of 
to  them  :  and  in  this  aukward  pre-  kin^'s-bench  the  trial  of  Mr.  Ben- 
dicament  the  affairs  for  the  prefent  jamm  Matthews,  for  killing  Rourkc 
(land.  and  Drury,  two  dragoons  of  the 
£xtrad  of  a  Utter  from  Cnjhef,  9th  regiment,  who  attempted  with 
OS.  19.  Several  others,  to  refcuc  captain 
On  Saturday  hit  an  order  of  go-  Pal  lifer,  who  was  in  cuftody  for 
vcrnment  was  received  for  the  army  debt,  when,  after  a  trial  of  fome 
to  aflfilt  in  putting  Mr.  Collins,  of  hours,  the  jury  brought  in  a  ver- 
Clonmel,  in  pofieffion  of  a  farm  of  dicl  of  juftifiable  homicide,  or  man- 
Mr.  Engliih,  (Ballynulla) ;  in  con-  flaughter. 

fequenccof  which  the  two  compa-  21.  At  the  feffior*  at  the  Old 
nics  in  our  barracks  marched  todif-  Baily,  which  began  yeftcrday,  WiU 
poflefs  fome  defperadoes,  who,  Ham  Murrow  was  indicted  for  deal- 
however,  notwithftanding  the  fmall-  ing  a  bag,  containing  1000  1.  and 
pefs  of  their  number  (only  nine,  fundry  other  fums  of  money,  th* 
we  are  told)  repulfed  the  entire  two  property  of  Meffrs.  Drummond  and 
c  ompanies,  with  above  one  hundred  Co.  bankers.  He  was  conviclcd  on 
gentlemen  ;  killed  three  of  the  fol-  bis  own  confeflion  and  other  corro- 
^iers,  wounded  the  furgeon  and  fc-  borating  circumuances,  for  it  did 
venteen  privates,  one  of  whom  has  come  out  by  what  means  he  gor  at 
loft  a  leg,  another  his  arm  ;  and  the  ba£,  which  it  appeared  was 
fuftained  no  lofs  themfelves,  being  kept  in  an  iron  cheft  in  the  ftrong 
Wrongly  fortified  in  an  unprccedent-  room,  at  the  keys  of  which  every 
ed  manner,  having  coves  formed  clerk  in  the  office  had  free  accefs  in 
under  ground,  arched  over,  and  the  way  of  butinefs.  His  falary  with 
covered  with  ten  feet  of  earth,  but  the  perquitires  did  not  exceed  90I.  a 
thinner  in  fome  parts,  for  the  con*  year,  and  of  this  he  had  only  been 
vintpnce  *f  firing  thrqugh  \  t,he  in  pofleflion  finco  17&2 ;  previous 
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to  that  period  he  had  only  60I.  a  which  the  boy  was  killed.    Of  all 

year ;  yet  Mr.  Pygot,  the  Hock-  the  witneflcs  for  the  crown,  two 

broker,  had  purchafed  for  him  50I.  only  proved  any  thing  that  could 

flock  in  Augufl  1783,  in  the  3  per  affect  the  prifoncr's  life.    One  of 

cents  confols  ;  on  the  ^1  of  Octo-  them  fwore  that,  fpcaking  of  the 

ber  1 783  purchaied  50I.  on  the  27th  approaching  feuival,  when  the  Jews 

of  April  1^84  purchafed  250I.  ;  on  were  to  celebrate  the  annivcrfary 

the  23d  of  July  purchafed  70I.  Mr.  of  the  promulgation  of  their  Iaw# 

Wright  had  purchafed  for  him  525I.  he  had  threatened  that,  if  they  pro- 

4  per  cents,  on  the  3d  of  June  1784:  cecded  as  they  ufually  thad  done, 

264.I.  icsT  4  per  cents,  on  the  3d  of  on  the  like  occafion,  to  aflemble 

July  1784  j  262  1.  ios.  on  the  7th  riotoufly  to  throw  ferpents  and 

of  September  1784.  When  the  pri-  crackers,  to  the  great  annoyance  of 

loner  brought  the  firft  400I.  he  faid  their  neighbours,  inftcad  of  apply- 

hc  had  received  200I.  from  a  friend  Ing  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  he  had 

In  the  country,  the  other  200I.  he  fire-arms  in  his  houfc,  and  would 

had  faved  from  his  lalary.    When  give  the  Jews  the  contents  of  rhem, 

lie  brought  the  next  ioo\.  he  faid  The  other  witnefles  fwore  to  the 

ic  had  part  from  a  lady  at  Lancaftcr,  fame  effect ;  but  both  being  of  fuf- 

the  other  pan  he  had  raifed  by  fell-  picious  characters,  little  credit  wa» 

ing  part  out  of  the  3  per  cents.  The  given  to  their  evidence, 

third  fum,  he  faid,  from  the  fale  of  The  prifoncr,   in  his  defence, 

sill  his  3  per  cent,  flock. — His  coun-  proved,  that  having  obferved  the 

fcl  did  not  deny  the  fact ;  but  en-  Jews  to  aflemble  as  ufual  on  the 

deavoured  to  prove  him  at  times  7th  inftant,  and  that  men,  not  boys, 

in  fane  ;  but  lord  Lou  ghbo  rough,  began  to  throw  ferpents,  fquibs, 

before  whom  he  was  tried,  obicrv-  and  crackers,  he  applied  to  the  ci- 

ed,  that  if  a  man  was  deprived  of  vil  magiftrate ;  that  he  had  atuYtcd 

liis  reafon,  he  was  certainly  an  ob-  the  con  (table  of  the  parifh  in  the 

jec"r.  of  companion,  not  of  punifh-  execution  of  his  duty  j  that  he  had 

ment ;  but  here  was  a  regular  plan,  been  thrown  in  the  kennel ;  that 

a  habit  with  too  much  method  to  be  feveral  men  got  about  him,  while 

compatible  with  ihe  plea  fct  up.  others  were  dragging  him  along  the 

Singularity  of  conduit  gives  no  pro-  kennel  by  the  legs  ;  that  it  wn» 

tectiun.     The  jury    found  him  with  difficulty  he  cfcaped  from 

yuilty,  but  recommended  him  to  them  with   life ;   and  that  they 

mercy.  followed   him  with   groans  and 

22.  At  the  feflions  at  the  Old  hifTes  to  his  houfe,  which  they  for- 

Baily,  Jofeph  Ridout  was  tried  for  cibly  endeavoured  to  enter,  threat- 

tbe  murder  of  Mofes  Lazarus,  a  cning  at  the  fame  time  to  put  hira 

boy  of  1 3  years  of  age,  whom  he  to  death  ;  that  he  was  gnevouily 

killed  on  the  7th  inllant  in  Duke's  hurt  and  wounded ;  and  that  he 

place,  by  firing  a  carbine  among  called  to  them  in  vain  to  difperfe* 

the   people  who  furrounded  his  Thefe  fa&s  being  all  fully  proved, 

houfc.      A  number  of   witnefles,  lord  Loughborough,  who  tried  the 

ibmc  Jews,  fome  ChrilHaiu,  were  prifoner  obferved,  that  if  a  pcrfon 

brought  to  prove,  what  was  not  de-  aflaultcd  finds  himfelf  in  a  fituatron 
nied  bv  the  prifoner,  that  he  was    in  which  a  man  of  firmnefs  would 

^he  period  who. fired  the  carbine  by  kave  rcafonable  caufc  to  apprehend 

the. 
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the  definition  of  his  property,  or 
the  lofs  of  his  life,  ana  under  that 
apprc**en<ion  flays  the  aggrcfor, 
the  law  will  not  lay  that  in  killing 
him  he  ha.l  commuted  either  n.ur- 
der  or  manslaughter,  hut  that  he 
killed  him  in  his  own  defence. 

Having  thus  explained  the  law, 
his  lonHhip  left  the  cafe  to  the  dc- 
cilion  of  the  jury,  who,  without  a 
minute's  heiitation,  acquitted  the 
prifoner,  and  he  was  inilantly  fct 
at  liberty. 

— .  Alexander  Dixon  was  tried  on 
Friday  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Linton.  The  coun- 
fel  for  the  profecution  tlid  not  at- 
tempt to  prove  that  the  prifoner 
was  the  pevfon  who  actually  ltabbcd 
the  dcccafcd  ;  but  they  charged 
him  with  having  aided  and  abetted 
Morgan,  who  was  lately  executed, 
in  giving  Mr.  Linton  the 'wound  of 
which  he  died.  The  evidence  of 
guilt  in  the  prifoner,  with  refpcCt 
to  the  murder,  was  only  preemp- 
tive. When  the  officers  of  jullice 
took  him,  there  were  marks  #of 
blood  upon  his.cloaths,  which  they 
had  reafon  to  prefume  he  had  been 
endeavouring  to  wafli  out,  for  the 
cloaths  were  wet  in  many  places, 
which  appeared  to  have  been  Gain- 
ed with  blood  ;  and  there  was  wa- 
ter in  a  ba'on  under  the  prifoner's 
bed,  that  fecmed  to  be  tinged  with 
biood.  While  the  prifoner  was  in 
Bridewell,  Morgan,  who  was  fince 
hanged  on  his  own  confeflion,  went 
to  fee  Dixon,  in  company  with  the 
mother  of  the  latter  ;  and  in  the 
room  where  the  prifoner  was  con- 
fined, his  mother  was  heard  to  fay 
to  him,  "  Be  of  good  cheer,  for 
Morgan  has  cleared  you,  and  has 
declared  his  rcadincls  to  relate  all 
the  particulars  of  the  murder,  and 
the  names  of  his  accomplices  ;  and, 
as  he  fays,  you  were  not  of  the 


number,  you  have  nothing  to  fear 
upon  which  he  abufed  his  mother, 
and  told  her,  the  bcil  way  to  fcrvc 
,him  was  to  hold  her  tongue  ;  he 
then  turned^  to  Morgan,  and  cau- 
tioned him  to  difclofc  nothing  abeut 
the  murder. 

The  priibner's  defence  was  an 
alibi,  which  he  fubltantiatcd  as  far 
as  a  politive  oath  could  do  it  ;  but 
the  witnefs  who  fwore,  was  an  old 
friend  of  the  prifoner,  of  Morgan, 
and  a  number  of  fuch  other  per- 
fons  ;  fo  that  had  he  had  nothing 
to  depend  upon,  but  his  own  de- 
fence, he  mult  inevitably  have  been 
convicted.  But  the  recorder  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  indictment  was  not 
fupportcd  by  very  itrong  evidence, 
the  circumtiance  that  happened  in 
Bridewell  having  been  proved  by  a 
pcrfon  of  jull  as  refpedtable  a  cha- 
ratter  and  profeflion,  as  was  the 
roan  who  proved  the  *Ubi%  and  the 
profecution  refting  on  very  light 
and  obfeure  grounds :  the  jury 
pronounced  the  prifoner,  Not 
Guilt); 

The  recorder  faid  he  approved  of 
the  verdict ;  but  he  found  it  nccef- 
fary  to  warn  the  prifoner  to  quit 
his  evil  ways  ;  for  if  he  fhould  ever 
be  convicted  of  a  capital  offence, 
there  were  circumftanccs  in  the  de- 
fence which  he  had  that  day  ven- 
tured  to  fet  up,  which%  would  be 
remembered,  and  ought  to  point 
him  out  as  an  object  totally  undc- 
ferving  of  mercy  ;  intimating,  that 
there  had  been  in  the  prefent  cafe 
fubornation  of  perjury.  The  pri- 
foner was  next  indicted  for  robbing 
Mr.  Linton ;  but  as  the  proofs  of 
the  robbery  were  not  llronger  than 
thofc  of  the  murder,  the  court  did 
not  go  into  a  fecond  trial ;  but  di- 
rected the  jury  to  acquit  him.  He 
was  not,  however,  fet  at  liberty,  as 
a  detainer  was  lodged  agaialt  him 


Digitized  by  Google 


1784.]         OCCURRENCES.  (77) 


for  a  burglary  committed  at  Dover, 
whither  be  is  to  be  lent  for  trial. 

23.  Lord  Loughboiough,  lord 
chief  julHce  of  the  common  picas, 
in  conjunction  with  the  recorder  of 
London,  who  do  the  Old-Bailey  bu- 
finefs  this  feflions,  were  on  Saturday 
moved  by  Mr.counfellor  Chctwood, 
in  behalf  of  captain  Kenneth  Mac- 
kenzie, who  iiands  charged  with 
the  wilful  murder  of  a  private  man 
at  Cape  Coali,  on  the  coaft  of  Afri- 
ca, in  order  to  his  being  tried,  bail- 
ed, or  difcharged.    The  applica- 
tion to  the  court  was  on  the  ground 
of  the  hardlhips  the  captain  luftain- 
ed  by  the  profecution,  not  having 
brought  over  his  witnefles  when 
they  brought  over  the  witnefles  for 
the  crown.    The  nature  of  the  per- 
fous  the  captain  had  to  deal  with, 
whom  he  took  to  Cape  Coait,  viz. 
capital  felon  convicls  who  had  re- 
ceived his  ma  jetty '4  mercy  on  con- 
dition of  tran fportation*  for  life, 
among  whom  was  that  well-known 
defperado,  Patrick  Madan,  and  the 
deccafctl,  who  had  three  times  re- 
ceived li'rs  majefty's  mercy.  That 
they  had  bored  a  hole  in  the  hull  of 
the'fliip  in  order  to  link  her,  with 
other  acts  of  dcfpciation,  and  that 
the  act  of  the  piifoncr  was  an  act 
of  necctlity.    That  the  veflel  lent 
out  for  the  captain's  witnefles  was 
not  returned,  and  in  all  human  pro- 
bability never  might,  and  therefore 
he  prayed  he  might  be  tried,  bailed, 
or  difcharged. 

The  court  in  anfvver  faid,  that 
it  certainly  was  a  peculiar  misfor- 
tune to  the  prifoncr  to  labour  un- 
der fuch  difficulties.  With  regard 
to  the  facls  this  was  not  the  time  to 
invcttjgatc  them,  and  with  refpect 
to  the  Alio  having  been  fent  out  for 
the  captain's  witnefles,  it  was  done 
by  an  order  of  government  at  the 
captain's  rcquett.  That  he  was  at 
liberty  to  go  to  trial  if  he  pleated. 


and  would  venture  it  without  the 
witnefles 'he  had  fent  for,  but  with 
regard  to  difcharging,  the  court 
could  not  do  that.  Wiih  rclpc& 
to  bailing,  the  attorney-general, 
who  was  out  of  town,  had  not  been 
fcived  with  any  notice,  and  it 
would  be  highly  indecent  t  >  do  it 
cither  without  his  confent,  or  with- 
out his  knowledge,  if  the  court  was 
competent  to  it  ;  but  they  were  of 
opinion  the  court  of  k  ng's  bench 
mull  be  applied  to,  as  was  done  in 
the  cafe  of  captain  David  Koache, 
who  had  killed  a  man  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  who  had  ap- 
plied to  the  feflions  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  to  be  tried,  bailed,  or 
difcharged,  but  who  was  referred 
to  the  cou>t  of  king's  bench,  where 
he  was  afterwards  bailed.  The 
motion  therefore  fell  of  courfc,  and 
captain  Mackenzie  ordered  to  re- 
main full  in  Newgate. 

24.  A  funeral  fermon  was  preach- 
ed at  St.  John'6  church,  Horfley- 
down,  Southwaik,  after  the  morn- 
ing fcrvice,  by  the  rev.  William 
Jut  vis  Abdy,  curate  of  the  pajifh, 
on  the  death  of  the  late  Richard 
Ruflel,  cfq.  who  was  interred  there 
on  Thurfday  lait  with  fuch  uncom- 
mon funeral  riot.    The  text  was 
takrn  from  the  book  of  Ecclcfiaftes^ 
chapter  the  laft,  verfe  7.  **  Then 
fliall  the  dult  return  to  the  earth  a* 
it  was ;  and  the  fpirit  fliall  return 
unto  God  that  gave  ir."    The  fub- 
jc<ft  conlitted  wholly  of  the  brevity 
and  uncertainty  or  human  lite,  and 
the  certainty  of  death  and  eternity. 
Very  little  was  faid  of  the  deceafed,, 
fo  that  it  was  a  funeral  oration  that 
might  have  ferved  any  body  ;  or 
rather  a  dilcourfe  upon  death  that 
may  be  applied  to  every  man  liv- 
ing.   After  the  fermon  an  anthem  j 
was  fung  fuitablc  to  the  difcourfo 
which  had  been  read.    The  chuscb 
was  remarkably  crouded,  infomuch 
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that  many  of  the  parifliioncrs  could 
firarcc  get  to  their  pews.  Neither . 
the  baiket  virgins,  pall-bearers, 
mourners,  nor  any  of  the  relations 
or  friends  of  Mr.  Ruilel  were  pre- 
lent.  The  hangings  of  the  pulpit 
and  dclk,  which  had  been  pulled 
down  on  the  day  of  the  funeral* 
were  rcltorcd. 

25.  The  name  of  a  certain  colo- 
nel, who  (lands  charged  with  many 
offences  during  his  government  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  was  lately,  by 
orders  from  above,  ftruck  off  the 
army  lift. 

Authentic  letters  from  Offend 
mention*  that  lieut.  col.  Jofeph 
Wall,  who  was  fome  time  lince  ad- 
vertifed  in  the  Gazette,  in  confe- 

3uencc  of  being  charged  with  mur- 
er  during  his  rcfidence  at  Gorec, 
was  lately  married  there  to  Mifs 
Catherine  M'Kcnzie,  a  young  lady 
of  great  beauty  and  merit,  dclcend- 
ed  from  a  noble  family.  The  new- 
snarried  couple,  as  the  above  ad- 
vices inform  us,  fct  off  a  few  days 
after  for  Pifa,  in  Italy. 

— .  Sunday  night  about  twelve 
o'clock  two  men  in  a  hackney  coach 
went  over  Blackfriars-bridge  ;  as 
ibon  as  they  came  to  the  toll-gate 
the  coachman  flopped  for  them  to 
pay  the  toll,  Which  they  rcfufed, 
and  damned  the  coachman,  and  bid 
bim  drive  on,  which  he  refufed  ; 
on  which  they  jumped  out  of  the 
coach,  fnatched  the  ftaff  out  of  the 
man's  hand  thar  kept  the  bar  (John 
Pell)  and  beat  him  in  fo  cruel  a 
manner,  that  he  died  this  morning. 

26.  This  night's  gazette  contains 
the  adJrefles  of  the  lord-mayor, 
flicriffs,  commons,  and  c'tizens  of 
Dublin  ;  and  from  the  foreman  and 
grand  jury  of  the  quarter  fcflion, 
held  at  Kitmainham,  in  Ireland,  on 
Ttaefday  the  5th  inftant. 

27.  On  the  inqu'fition  taken  be- 
ilrc  the.  coroner  for  the- county  of 
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Surry,  relative  to  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumllanccs  of  the  murder  of  the 
watchman  on  Blackfriars  bridge,  a 
few  nights  ago,  the  following  ac* 
count  was  given  : — That  the  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  principals  in 
the  aftair  had  fpent  their  evening  at 
the    Circus   coffee- houfe,   in  St. 
GeorgcVfields,  in  company  with  a 
friend,  where   they  drank  very 
freely  ;  and  on  going  home  they 
ordered  a  coach,  which  coming  to 
the  door,  two  of  them  jumped  in, 
and  the  third  haflily  mounted  the 
box,  and  infilled  on  driving  them  ; , 
the  coachman   rcmonilrated,  but 
without  effect,  and  they  drove  on, 
leaving  him  to  follow  them.  He 
ran  after  the  coach,  and  got  up  be- 
hind.  On  coming  to  the  toll-houfe 
the  coach  was  driven  through  the 
gate  without  difcharging  the  toll  ; 
on  which  the  coachman  got  down 
and  paid  it.    An  outcry  had  been 
raifed  by  the  toll-men  at  the  gate, 
that  the  coachman  had  not  paid  the 
toll,  and  the  watchman,  who  was 
ffationcd  half  way  over  the  bridge, 
on  its  approach  endeavoured  to  Hop 
it ;  upon  which  the  gentlemen  got 
out,  and  fome  angry  words  palled 
on  each  fide,  when  the  watchman 
told  them  "  they  could  not  be  gen- 
tlemen, to  endeavour  to  bilk  the 
bridge  of  the  toll;"  upon  which  a 
fcumc  enfued,  and  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, which  it  docs  not  appear, 
forcibly  took  the  watchman  s  ftaff 
from  him,  and  gave  him  the  fatal 
blow  on  the  head,  which  put  an  end 
to  his  exiftence.    They  then  drove 
on,  not  apprehending  the  fatal  eon- 
fequenccs,  and  arrived  in  Red  Lion- 
ftreet,  Wapping,  the  place  of  rcfi- 
dence of  the  two  principals,  where 
they  were  fet  down  ;  but  a  trifling 
difpute  arofc  between  them  and  the 
coachman,  who  it  was  thought  in- 
filled on  more  than  his  fare.  The 
next  day  they  were  alarmed  .with 

the 
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the  news  of  the  watchman's  being 
dead,  and,  for  fear  of  the  confe- 
quenccs,  it  became  neceffary  to  fc- 
cretc  themfelve3,  until  the  coroner's 
inqucft  could  be  fummoned,  who, 
on  Wcdnefday  lair,  after  an  exa- 
mination of  witnefles,  which  lalted 
from  ten  in  the  morning  until 
eight  at  night,  brought  in  a  verdift 
of  wilful  murder. 

It  may  be  very  neceflary  to  add, 
that  it  did  not  appear  the  perfon 
who  drove  the  coach  moved  from 
his  feat  during  the  whole  of  the  un- 
happy affair. 

Immediately  on  the  coroner's 
verdict  being  known,  the  parties 
abfeonded. 

— .  A  very  melancholy  and  mod 
uncommon  accident  happened  lad 
week  at  a  village  near  IJighgate. 
Mifs  G.  a  young  lady  of  fortune, 
being  thwarted  by  her  friends  in 
her  affections  for  a  defcrving  man, 
fliot  hcrfelf  with  a  piftol.  The 
bail  nailed  through  her  brain,  and 
(he  died  in  an  inftant. 

30.  A  refpeclable  tradefman  in 
Wapping  was  brought  before  the 
right  honourable  the  lord  mayor, 
by  Mr.  Miller,  the  city  marfhal, 
in  order  to  give  fome  information 
of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
murder  of  the  watchman  on  Black- 
friars- bridge,  on  Sunday  fc'nni^ht ; 
but  as  the  inquifition  had  been 
taken  in  Surry,  his  lordfhip  di- 
rected Mr.  Miller  to  conduct  him 
to  a  magi  (Irate  of  that  diftricl,  be- 
fore whom  he  gave  fo  full  and  can- 
did an  information,  on  oath,  as 
muft  inevitably  be  a  means  of  foon 
bringing  the  perpetrators  of  fo  in- 
famous a  tranfa&ion  TO  condign 
punilhrncnt. 

NOVEMBER. 

1.  Alexander  Dixon  was  remov- 
ed by  habeas  corpus  to  take  his 


trial  at  the  feflion  for  the  town  and 
port  of  Dover,  which  began  yel- 
terday,  to  a  charge  againft  him  of 
burglariouily  breaking  and  enter- 
ing  the  dwclling-houfc  of  Thomas 
Andrews,  at  Dover,  and  ileal'ing 
fever.il  gold  and  filvcr  watches, 
plate,  and  jewellery  goods. 

3.  His  royal  highnefs  prince 
Edward  has  been  upwards  of  two 
years  under  a  military  tuition,  btrt 
had  not  yet  been  placed  on  the  lift 
of  the  army,  till  on  Tuefday  hut, 
when,  on  the  occafion  of  its  being 
the  anniverfary  of  the  prince's 
birth-day,  the  king,  his  royal  fa- 
ther, furprifed  him  very  agree- 
ably, by  preferring  to  him  a  pair 
of  colours  of  the  firlt  regiment  o£ 
foot-guards,  which  is  the  firft  in- 
troduction of  his  royal  highnefs  to 
the  public  as  a  military  officer. 

— .  We  hear  from  Norfolk,  that 
his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Wales  was  on  Monday  fc'nnight 
elegantly  entertained  at  Rainham, 
the  feat  of  the  right  honourable 
lord  vifcountTownfhcnd.  The  right 
honourable  Charles  James  Fox  was 
one  of  the  company,  whofe  popu- 
larity in  this  populous  and  refpect- 
ablc  county,  has,  cfpccially  during 
the  late  recefs,  very  feniibly  in- 
creafed.  His  royal  highnefs  and 
illutrriOus  favourite  were  on  the 
Tuefday  following  at  Holkham,  the 
feat  of  Thomas  William  Coke,  cfq. 
which  place  they  left  Thurfday  lalt 
on  their  return  to  Newmarket  for 
the  enfuing  races. 

— .  The  fervice  of  plate,  in- 
tended for  the  minifter  as  his  offi- 
cial perquilite,  and  juft  finifhed, 
was  ftolen  from  the  !  oufe  of  a  Mr. 
Hemings,  in  Lond-ftreet. 

The  parti  Jars  of  the  above- 
mentioned  event,  as  they  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  are  to 
this  effeel :  to  r.  Hemings,  who 
his  for  the  moft  .part  retired  from 
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bufinefs,  and  does  not  concern 
himfclf  with  any  thin?  but  very 
important  ftrokes  in  taade,  had,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  given  him, 
prepared  the  fervice  of  plate  for 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  it  was  all  delivered 
to  Mr.  Hemings,  in  Bbnd-ftreet, 
from  the"  different  workmen,  on 
Friday  or  Saturday.   On  the  even- 
ing of  the  following  Sunday,  it 
was  all  taken  away  again,  nobody 
can  guefs  by  whom,  and  carried, 
nobody  can  tell  where.   The  only 
circumftances  at  all  appearing  col- 
laterally to  be  connected  with  this 
extraordinary  occurrence,  are  as 
follow  :  thata  hackney  coachman 
has  been  found,  who  depofes  that 
lie  was  called  off  a  ftand  in  Ox- 
ford-ftreet  by  three  men,  whom  he 
let  down  towards  the  wed  end  of 
Conduit-ftreet ;  that  the  coach  was 
kept  for  them  in  waiting,  and  that 
in  the  courfe  of  about  half  an  hour 
they  all  three  returned  with  bun- 
dles of  a  very  large  fize,  and  as 
they  fcemed  of  great  weight ;  that 
on  the  three  men  getting,  thus 
loaded,  into  the  coach,  the  man 
was  ordered  to  drive  to  Old-ftrect- 
road.    That  in  his  way  thither,  he 
was  bid  to  flop  at  a  houfc  in  Long- 
lane,  where  one  of  the  men  got 
out,  and  after  ftayintr  a  few  minutes 
in  the  houfc,  he  returned,  and  laid 
to  the  men,  44  \\"c  need  go  no  far- 
ther;" on  this  they  allgot  our, 
and  the  bundles  were  carried  into 
the  houfc.  The  time  in  which  this 
happened,  was  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  robbery  was  committed, 
viz.  between  the  hours  of  feveu 
and  niue  in  the  evening. 

The  lofi  fu Gained  by  this  inci- 
dent is  valued  at  near  ,30.001.  fier- 
Iing.  As  the  weight  was  above 
l  200  ounces  of  metal,  betides  the 
workmaufhip  of  the  lilver,  which 
in  many  of  the  attic le*  m^i*  have 


coft  almoft,  if  not  quite  as  much  as 
the  intrinfic  value  of  the  plate. 
Extraft  of  a  Utter  from  Dover%  dated 
Nov.  5. 
We  are  happy  to  inform  you, 
that  at  our  quarter  fellions  of  the 
peace,    which    began  yeftcrday, 
Dixon,  who  was  tried  in  Loudon 
for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Linton,  was 
yeftcrday  tried  here  for  a  burglary 
in  the  dwclling-houfe  of  Mr.  An- 
drews, filverfm-th,  in  this  town%on 
Saturday  the  1 8th  day  of  Septem- 
ber laft,  and,  after  a  trial  which 
laftcd  two  hours,  was,  to  the  fatis- 
faction  of  a  very  numerous  court, 
capitally  convicted.    He  is  to  fuf- 
fer  death  on  Thurfday  next.  His 
father,  who  was  unknown  when 
apprehended  here,  having  been 
promifed  mercy,  if  he  would  dif- 
covcr  the  offender,  was  admitted 
king's  evidence,  and  was  examined 
againft  his  own  fon.    Since  con- 
viction he  has  confeffed  that  he  held 
Mr.  Linton  whilft  Morgan  itabbed 
him.    One  of  thofe  humane  gen- 
tlemen, whofe  profeflion  it  is  to 
favc  the  lives  of  unhappy  wretches 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  appeared  as  at- 
torney for  Dixon  ;  but  fuch  was 
the  rage  of  the  populace,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  lue  out  an  habeas 
corpus  for  his  fafety,  and  bring  his 
own  body  from  Dover  to  London, 
being  purfued  for  fome  time  by  the  • 
polfe  comitatus.    By  the  v  igilance 
and  circumfpcction  o  fMelT.  Tealous 
and  Carpmcsftl,  of  Bow-ftrcet,  Mr. 
Andrews    happily  recovered  the 
whole  of  his  property,  which  con- 
futed of  the  following  articles 
two  gold  and  feven-  l^.irqr  watches 
an  oval  lilver  tea  caddy,  a  lilver 
tea  pot,  a  lilver  bafon,  a  filvrr  fu* 
g.tr  balket,  two  lilver  faucc  boat?, 
fix  dozen  of  tea  fpoons,  three  do- 
zen  oK  table  and  defert  fpoons,  fe- 
ven  ftlvcr  falls,  three  halt-moon 
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bottle  lables,  eight  filver  chains 
and  twelve  feals  ;  two  boatfwain's 
calls,  one  cream  jug,  one  pair  of 
plain  butter  ladles,  one  pap  boat, 
one  fugar  ladle,  thirty  pair  of  fa- 
fhionablc  filver  buckles,  one  pep- 
per caflor,  twelve  new  Spanith  dol- 
lars, fome  French  crowns,  ohc  pair 
of  ilone  (hoe-buckles,  two  pair  of 
plated  fquarc-foot  fluted  candle* 
llicks,  three  dozen  of  gold  rings, 
fix  twill  rings,  fix  pair  of  gold 
wires,  ten  garnet  hoop  rings,  ele- 
ven garnet  gold  broaches,  and 
eighteen  pins;  three  pair  of  ftone 
ftuds,  two  pair  of  filver  purfc  run- 
ners, anoVtox  pair  of  metal  ditto  ; 
three  laolJ^Hpel  chains,  one  me- 
fai  ditto,  three  lady's  tilk.  tlrings, 
and  three  men's  ditto  ;  four  dozen 
of  comtnbn  broaches  in  filver,  and 
four  pair  of  Moco  iluds,  with  fe- 
vcral  other  articles.  The  mother 
is  to  be  tried  in  London  as  a  re- 
ceiver. 

Extrafb  of  a  letter  from  Dublin^ 
Nov.  6. 

The  following  is  an  inftance  of 
the  alarming  pitch  to  which  public 
depredation  is  at  prefeut  carried. 
On  Thurfday  evening,  about  the 
hour  of  eight  o'clock,  a  number  of 
fellows,    armed  with  piltols,  &c. 
formed  a  plrtn  to  commit  a  rob- 
bery, which   they  effected  in  the 
fallowing  manner :  one  of  therrf, 
well  dreflcd,  called  a  fedan  chair, 
while  another  went  before  as  foot- 
man ;  they  went  to  a  lady's  houfe 
in  Tcmplc-ftrcet,   rapped   at  the 
door,  and  fent  in  the  name  of  a 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
happened  to  be  known  to  the  lady, 
defiring  to  fpeak  with  her;  it  was 
accordingly  defircd  that  the  gen* 
tleman  mould  walk  in :  the  chair 
was  opened,  and  the  villain,  with 
his  tlTociates  (four  hi  number}  ru(h« 
ed  up  Itairs,  all  of  them  armed. 


The  chairmen  immediately  difap-» 
pearcd.  The  family,  confuted  *f 
the  lady  of  the  houfe,  a  young  lady, 
a  friend  of  hCr's,  and  a  fervant 
maid.  The  lady,  hearing  fome  un- 
tlfual  noifc  below,  looked  over  the 
railing,  and  faw  the  villains  make 
fail  the  hall  door,  upon  which  the 
retreated,  and  locked  herfclf  up  iti 
Her  bed-chamber ;  but  the  villains 
foon  broke  every  door  in  the  houfe* 
took  what  they  plcafcd  thereout,  of 
goods  and  money  ;  and  during  four 
hours'  ((he  time  fhey  remained  in 
the  houfe)  practifed  every  bruta- 
lity on  her  and  her  friend.  The 
youngefl  of  the  females  having  at 
length  contrived  to  make  her  cf- 
capc  over  a  back  wall,  gave  the 
alarm,  and  two  of  the  villains  be- 
ing apprehended,  were  brought  be- 
fore Mr.  Graham,  who  committed 
them  to  Ki  I  main  ham  gaol ;  and  as 
itiict  fearch  is  making  after  the 
other  villains,  it  is  hoped  they  will 
be  brought  to  conJign  punifhment. 

6.  On  Saturday  latt  fir  Jofeph 
Lenhoufe,  one  of  the  aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Carliflc,  waited  upon  the 
right  honourable  William  Pitt* 
with  the  freedom  of  that  city,  agrcei 
able  to  an  order  made  by  the  cor* 
po  rat  ion,  nrmine  contradkente,  the 
3cth  of  lait  month.  Mr  Pitt  is 
one  of  the  firrt  honorary  freemen 
which  the  corporation  of  Carlifle 
have  made  within  the  lall  five  and 
twenty  veaft. 

8.  This  morning' early,  the  right 
honourable  lord  George  Gordon, 
prefident  of  the  Protectant  Atfbcia- 
tion,  fen'  the  fallowing  note  to  hii 
excellency  baroh  Van  Lyndcn,  the 
Dutch  arnb  ilfador,  who  arrived  on 
Friday  from  the  Hague  at  the  ho- 
tel in'SmTolk-ftrect  S 

"  Lord  Grorge  Gordon  prefents 
his  moll  lincerc  rcfpe£h  to  the  arn- 
balfadfjr  of  the  State*  General  of  the 
IF)  United 
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United  Provinces,  and  congratu- 
lates his  excellency  on  his  at  rival. 
Lord  George  Gordon  wiftics  to 
have  the  honour  of  an  interview,  as 
he  has  it  in  his  power  to  be  of  fer- 
vice  to  the  nates,  and  begs  to  be 
informed  when  he  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  waiting  upon  his  ex- 
cellency. Lord  George  Gordon*s 
heart  cleaves  to  the  llatcs  of  Hol- 
land ;  he  has  mo  intelligence  that 
he  would  keep  lecrct  from  them  ; 
but  wiflies  to  communicate  every 
thing  that  may  tend  to  give  them 
the  advantage  over  ail  their  ene- 
mies." 

Welbeck-ftreet, 
Monday,  Nov.  8,  1784. 

To  this  note  the  Dutch  arabafla- 
dor  returned  a  moil  polite  anfwer 
{by  the  bearer),  appointing  an  im- 
mediate interview.  In  conlequenca 
of  which  condefcenfion,  lord  George 
Gordon  had  the  honour  of  enter- 
ing into  a  private  conference  with 
his  excellency,  which  laltcd  above 
two  hours.  From  all  that  t  rani  pi  res, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  they 
were  quite  cordial  together. 

Brujllsi  Nov.  8.  Accounts  have 
been  received  here,  that  Ialt  night 
the  Dutch  broke  one  of  their  dikes 
near  Lillo,  by  which  feveral  per- 
fons  wer«  drowned.  They  at- 
tempted to  break  a  fecond,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  Imperial 
troops.  This  event  has  fprcad  an 
alarm  at  Ottend,  and  has  occalion- 
cd  an  extraordinary  diligence  in 
completing  the  works  on  the  ram- 
parts thece.  London  GaTUtte. 

Yetferday  afternoon  a  Dutch 
mail  arrived,  which  brought  the 
following  intelligence  : 

Antwerp,  AW.  8.  There  was 
a  real  and  ferious  cannonade  this 
day  from  the  Dutch  fort  of  CruyflT- 
chans ;  it  was  directed  again  ft  the 
inhabitants,  fubje&s  to  the  empe- 


ror, occupied  in  repairing  a  breach, 
irom  which,  they  feared  the  far- 
ther progrefs  of  the  inundation  al- 
ready begun,  and  their  entire  ruin  ; 
a  (hot  even  entered  a  farm-houfe  at 
fome  diftance,  in  which  was  a  piquet 
of  Imperial  infantry.  The  night 
before  was  a  prelude  to  what  is  to 
happen  this  day  ;  for  the  Dutch 
have  already  fired  fome  mufltet-fliot 
on  the  patrole  of  the  Imperial 
troops,  which,  as  ufual,  furround- 
cd  the  territory  of  his  Imperial 
majefty. 

9.  A  court-martial  was  held  at 
the  Horfe-guards,  at  which  col. 
Howard  preiided,  on  th^ubject  of 
the  charges  which  hawHtcn  mili- 
tated by  the  mailer  general  or  the 
ordnance  againft  colonel  Dcbbieg 
of  that  department.  The  court  was 
compofed  of  the  molt  refpecl:able 
and  diftinguifhed  military  charac- 
ters, fa  that  the  fulleft  and  molt 
fatisfai'lory  explanation  may  be  ex 
pcfled,  that  can  be  given  by  greaL 
abilities,  long  experience,  and  eft a- 
blifhed  integrity.     The  duke  o£ 
Richmond  attended  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution,  and  colonel  Deb- 
bic£  took  the  place  affigned  to  the 
defendant.    The  evidence  of  one 
fide  only  of  the>  bufinefs  appeared 
ycrterday,  therefore  no  judgment 
can  be  formed  as  to  the  reiv.it  of 
this  very  extraordinary  profecution. 
Some  letters   were    read  by  nr 
Charles  Gould,  judge  advocate,  to 
the  court,  which  fecmed  to  place 
tho  conduct  of  the  colonel  in  the 
raoft  honourable  light. 

After  the  evidence  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution  was  clofed,  the  court 
declared  a  re^dinefs  to  proceed  00 
the  colonel's  defence ;  but  that  gen- 
tleman requellcd  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  defer  it  tiil  Thirrfday, 
and  his  deli  re  was  coidially  aflent- 
ed  to.    The  duke  of  Richmond 
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tlicn  defired  that  copies  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  might  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  every  member  of  the 
court,  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
court  broke  up,  and  adjourned  tin 
ten  o'clock  to* morrow. 

10.  This  morning  lord  George 
Gordon  had  the  honour  of  again 
paying  his  refpects  to  the  Dutch 
arabaH'ador.  Lord  George  Gordon 
acquainted  his  excellency  that  a 
number  of  his  friends  and  country* 
men,  among  whom  were  the  Dutch 
conful,  and  fome  officers,  of  the 
navy,  and  of  Britifh  and  American 
troops,  had  determined  to  draw  and 
accompany  his  excellency's  car- 
riage to  the  court  at  St.  James's, 
»  a  public  token  of  their  taking  a 
decided  part  again!} ^1  the  enemies 
of  the  republic,  prmded  fuch  a 
public  mark  of  the  adherence  of  the 
body  of  the  people  of  thefe  king- 
doms to  his  excellency's  perfon  and 
the  dates  of  Holland  feemed  pro- 
per, before  he  had  been  introduced 
to  the  king,  and  his  majefty's  in- 
tentions towards  thefe  proteftant 
flares  made  known  to  him,  and  de- 
clared to  the  world.  After  fome 
conversion,  in  which  the  fecre- 
tary  alio  took  a  part,  it  was  thought 
be  ft  not  to  appear  at  prefent  in  any 
great  numbers  in  perfonal  'attend- 
ance upon  his  excellency.  In  con - 
fequence  of  this  opinion  lord 
George  Gordon  went  fingly  to  St. 
James's,  juft  to  receive  his  excel- 
lency between  the  grenadiers,  at 
the  foot  of  the  innermoft  ftairs,  and 
to  receive  him  again  when  he  came 
out  of  the  king's  clofet.  Lord 
Georjre  faluted  him  with  a  drawn 
broad  fword,  and  the  grenadiers  on 
each  fide  refted  their  firelocks  at 
the  fame,  time. 

— .  Lord  George  Gordon  at- 
tended the  Dutch  ambaflador  to 
St.  James's-  dreffed  in  a  great 


coat,  with  a  large  belt  (lung  over 
his  moulder,  and  in  that  a  broad 
fword,  and  a  Dutch  cockade  in  his 
hat.  Upon  coming  at  the  bottom 
of  tha  Hairs,  he  there  "halted  until 
the  ambaflador  returned,  when  he 
drew  his  fword,  and  faluted  the 
ambaflador,  declaring  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  would  protect  to  the 
utmort  of  his  power  the  Dutch  pro*, 
teftants  and  their  interelt. 

When  lord  George  Gordon  went 
into  the  gua«d-room  at  St.  James's, 
oa  Wednefday,  to  acquaint  the 
third  regiment  of  guards,  that  they 
mould  reft  their  firelocks  to  the 
Dutch  ambaflador,  the  ferjeants  and 
corporals  invited  his  lordlhip  into 
their  little  room  at  the  end  of  the 
main-guard,  and  helped  him  with 
fcitiars,  and  held  the  ribbons,  till 
they  were  all  cut  Into  Dutch  cock- 
ades, and  then  delivered  them  to 
the  rank  and  tile  men  without. 
This  was  tranfa&ed  during  the 
rime  his  excellency  was  opening 
his  negotiation  with  the  king  for 
the  good  of  the  republic. 

.  When  lord  George  Gordon  was 
pafling  by  the  prince  of  Wales's 
gate,  the  two  ceminels  upon  duty 
there,  belonging  to  the  fecond  re- 
giment of  guards,  refted  their  fire- 
locks to  his  lordmip ;  upon  obferv*- 
ing  which,  his  lordlhip  prefented 
the  lads  with  a  guinea,  to  drink  to 
the  fuccefs  of  baron  Van  Lyndcn, 
and  the  profperity  of  the  republic. 

1 2.  IVIr.Recorder  made  his  report 
to  his  majelly  of  the  convicts  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  via. 
Richard  alias  Jonas  Wooldridge, 
Francis  Doyle,  Jofcph  Hulet,  John 
Barker,  Edward  Robinfon,  Ri- 
chard Court,  Willam  Brooks, 
William  Smith,  George  Drum- 
mond,  James  Forbefter,  William 
Collop,  "William  Rcllions,  and  Ro- 
bert Abel ;  William  Hogbom,  Pe- 
a)  tot 
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ter  le  Roche,  William  Smith,  E- 
phraim  Ephraims,  Samuel  Thorn - 
fon,  and  George  alias  John  Camp- 
bell ;  Kyran  Ryan,  James  Lylc 
alias  VVTilliam  Johnfon,  and  Charles 
Colley  ;  when  Kyran  Ryan,  James 
Lyle  alias  William  Johnfon,  Jo- 
feph  Huler,  William  Hogborn,  Pe- 
ter lc  Roche,  William  Rcliions, 
Robert  Abel,  George  Drummond, 
William  Collop,  and  James  For- 
befter,  were  ordered  for  execution 
on  Wcdnefday  next. 

13.'  This  morning,  at  eight 
o'clock,  Samuel  Harris  and  John 
North,  the  two  pirates  convicted 
on  Thu'rfday  laft  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
were  taken  from  Newgate,  and  car- 
ried to  Execution  Dock,  attended 
by  the  two  undet-fherifts  and  de- 
puty marfhal  of  the  Admiralty,  car- 
rying the  lilver  oar,  where  they 
were  executed  according  to  their 
fentence.  Their  behaviour  was 
penitent,  fuited  to  their  unhappy 
lituation.  They  are  Jo  be  lent 
down  to  Deal  to  be  hung  in 
chains. 

Harris,  executed  on  Saturday, 
was  formerly  a,  porter  at  a  tavern 
near  Temple  Bar,  and  recommend- 
ed as  a  waiter  to  a  public  houfe  at 
Margate,  where  he  unhappily  got 
connected  with  fome  fmugglers, 
and  entered  into  their  fraternity. 

North  alias  Norton  was  a  native 
of  Donnegal  in  Ireland,  and  bred 
to  the  fea.  They  were  both  under 
twenty-five  years  of  age. 

i{.  The  right  honourable  Ed- 
mund Burke  was  re-clefted  lord 
reftor  of  the  univcrfity  01  Gluf- 
gnw. 

17.  This  morning  the  following 
malofa/tors  w  ere  executed  on  a  fcai- 
fold  erected  for  that  purpofe  before 
Newgate  :  James  Lylc  alias  Wil- 
liam Julmfon,  for  uflumiug  the 
name  and  character   of  Kdwaid 


Stokes,  late  a  feaman  on  board  the 
Lively  (loop,  in  order  to  receive 
his  wages  ;  William  Hogborn,  for 
dealing  t*o  geldings  and  a  cow 
from  Putney -common,  the  ■  pro- 
perty of  different  perfons ;  Wil- 
liam Rcliions,  for  robbing  William 
Rough  of  5s.  id.  on  the  highway  ; 
William  Collop,  for  robbing  James 
Fergus  of  a  pair  of  ftuds  and  a  pair 
of  knee-buckles ;  James  Forbefter, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwclling- 
houfe  of  Daniel  Andrews  ;  George 
Drummond,  for  Itealing  from  the 
perfon  of  the  earl  of  Clermont  a 
gold  watch,  fteel  chain,  and  two 
gold  feals ;  Peter  le  Roche,  for 
itealing  a  quantity  of  apparel,  the 
property  of  James  Martin  ;  Jo« 
feph  Hulet,  for  privately  Healing 
in  the  houfiAf  Mr.^neflman,  a 
pawnbroker  in  Bloom(buryf  to 
whom  he  was  apprentice,  watches, 
rings,  &c.  to  the  value  of  35CL 
and  Kyran  Ryan,  for  forging  the 
will  of  John  Welch,  deccafed. 
The  prifoncrs  came  upon  the  fcaf» 
fold  a  few  minutes  after  eight,  and 
after  joining  the  ordinary  in  the 
ufual  devotions  with  every  appear* 
ence  of  the  moll  earnclt  and  unaf- 
fected piety  and  contrition,  the 
executioner  put  a  cap  upon  the 
head  of  each,  when  Drummond 
and  Hulet  defired  him  to  turn  their 
caps  above  their  eyes,  which  being 
complied  with,  they  prayed  aloud 
in  a  fervent  manner,  and  with  a 
very  impaflioncd  gcfliculation,  at 
intervals  addrefling  thcmielves  to 
the  fpeclators,  and  admonifhing  all 
young  perfons  to  avoid  the  evil 
courfes  which  had  brought  them  to 
a  premature  and  difgraceful  fate. 
Hulet,  a  Aim  lad,  about  eighteen, 
kicked  and  (trugglcd  furprifiogly, 
and  continued  to  do  fo  for  fcver.il 
minutes  after  his  fellow-fuflerers 
were  motionlqfs.   On  this  occauoq 
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the  executioner,  by  order  of  the 
lord-mayor  and  flieriffs,  for  the  firft 
time,  wore  a  black  baize  gown. 
The  concourfe  of  people  was  afto- 
nilhingly  great,  and  many  were 
much  hurt,  particularly  a  woman, 
who  was  taken  to  the  hofpital,  and 
a  girl  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
years,  who,  after  fainting,  was 
moved  over  the  heads  of  leverai 
hundreds  of  people  into  Fleet-lane, 
where  ihc  was  taken  into  a  houfe. 
So  great  a  number  of  people  got 
upon  Mr.  iheriff  Hopkins's  cha- 
riot, (landing  at  the  ^atc  of  the 
Selfions-houle,  that  the  axletree 
broke. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  G  for  ge  Gor- 
don, Prefident  of  the  Protellant 
AiTociation,  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Mr.  Pitt,  Firll  Lord 
of  the  Treafury. 
'  Sir, 

4  Several  hundred  feamen  have 
addreffed  me  to-day  ;  many  of  them, 
lately  arrived  from  India,  came  in 
coaches.  Adiing  lieutenants,  mates, 
and  midfhipmen  ot  the  royal  navy, 
are  among  them.  The  following 
is  the  copy  of  the  generality  of 
their  addreffes : 

"  To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
George  Gordon,  Prefident  of  the 
Protellant  AiTociation. 
u  May  it  pleafe  your  lordfliip, 
**  We,  the  feamen,  whofe  names 
are  undermentioned,  are  able,  wil- 
ling, and  ready,  to  frrvc  the  United 
Protellant  States  of  Holland  againft 
the  King  of  the  Roman;,  and  all 
their  popifti  enemies.    And  your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray  for  lord 
George  Gordon. 

Signed  by  Edward  Robinfon, 
and  thirty-four  other  feamen, 
at  the  Kettledrum,  Radclift'e 
Highway,  Nov.  17,  1784." 


R   E   N   C  E  S.  ,  (8e)  • 

«  Several  officers  of  difUnclion 
in  the  land  fcrvice  have  alfo  ap- 
plied to  me,  and  offered  their  fer* 
vices  to  the  States  General,  parti- 
cularly a  field  officer  of  the  Con- 
necticut line,  in  the  province  of 
Maffachulet's,  and  an  officer  who 
has  lately  left  the  Irifh  brigade  of 
France,  who  wiflicd  'to  enter  into 
a  fervice  more  agreeable,  and  con- 
genial to  his  fentimcnts  and  prin- 
ciples. Many  of  the  guards  have 
requeued  to  go  volunteers.  Some 
Athol  Highlanders  are  on  theif 
way  to  town,  who,  I  make  no 
doubt,  will  engage  in  the  good 
protellant  caufc  of  their  high 
mightinelTcs.  I  acquaint  you,  as 
prime  minifler,  with  thefe  matters, 
that  you  may  convince  baron  Van 
Lyndcn  of  the  general  good  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people  of  thefe 
kingdoms  to  comply  with  his  ex- 
cellency's requcft,  and  to  renew 
again  their  old  friendmip  with  Hol- 
land upon  the  righteous  and  folid 
foundation  of  the  protellant  in- 
terel*. 

4  1  am,  Sir,  with  all  due  refpect, 
«  Your  humble  fervant, 

*  G.  Gordon.* 

18.  His  lordfliip  fent  another 
letter  to  the  miniftcr,  acquainting 
him,  that  captain  Rawhnfon,  of 
Shad*  ell,  had  made  him  an  offer 
of  the  Prince  William  frigate,  of 
26  guns,  to  cruife  againft  the  Im- 
perial merchantmen,  and  all  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States ;  that 
feveral  artillery  men,  and  more 
than  1000  feamen,  with  a  full  pro- 
portion of  matters,  mates,  gunners, 
and  carpenters,  have  already  figncd 
their  reeiuclrs  to  be  employed  in  the 
lame  jult  caufe. 

Dubll»y  Nov.  1 8.  Came  on  the 
trial  of  Benjamin  Matthews,  for 
killing  t;vo  lbldicrs  of  the  9th  re. 
girarnt  of  dragoons,  who  attempt. 

^  3)  ««, 
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cd,  with  feveral  others,  to  refcue 
captain  Fallifer,  who  was  in  his 
cui'ody  for  debr.  After  a  trial  of 
fome  hours,-  the  intended  refcue 
being  clearly  proved,  the  jury 
brought  in  their  verdict— juftifiable 
homicide.  * 

19.  Benjamin  Wilfon,  efq.  an 
acting  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  was 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  carried  to 
lord  Sydney's  office.  He  had  been 
at  the  Kettledrum,  in  Ratciiffe 
Highway,  fpeaking  to  the  feamen, 
who  wifhed  to  be  employed  by  the 
Dutch,  to  defend  the  States  Ge- 
neral againft  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many* He  had  alfo  read  a  letter 
to  them  from  lord  George  Gordon, 
Hating,  that  it  wholly  depended 
upon  Mr.  Pitt  whether  this  country 
fhould  aifift  the  proteftant  intereft 
in  Holland,  or  take  a  part  with 
the  King  of  the  Romans.  After  a 
long  examination  before  lord  Syd- 
ney, and  other  officers  of  the  crown, 
Benjamin  Wilfon,  efq.  the  afting 
lieutenant,  was  told  he  had  done 
nothing  amifs,  and  Was  at  liberty 
again.  Lord  Sydney  then  requeft- 
ed  Mr.  Wilfon  to  carry  a  verbal 
jneflagc  to  lord  George  Gordon, 
which  Mr.  Wilfon  did  j  but  lord 
George  Gordon  fent  back  to  lord 
Sydney,  that  if  he  had  any  bufineft 
with  him,  he  mud  write  a  letter,  as 
verbal  meflages  were  uncertain. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Ri^ht 
Honourable  Mr.  Pitt,  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  George 
Gordon. 

Downing-ftreet,  Nov.  to,  1784, 
26  m.  paftOncP.M. 

««  My  lord, 
**  I  have  hitherto  returned  no 
anfwer  to  the  letters  I  received 
from  your  lordfliip  on  the  1 7th  and 


1 8th  intrant,,  becaufe  I  did  not 
think  it  my  duty  to  enter  into  a 
correspondence  with  your  lordmip 
oh  the  fubjecl.  But  having  been 
informed  that  many  feamen  have 
been  induced  to  quit  their  occu- 
pation, in  the  expectation  of  being 
employed  to  ferve  againft  the  em- 
peror, I  think  it  proper  to  remind 
you,  that  whatever  fteps  you  have 
taken,  have  been  without  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  authority  or 
countenance  from  his  majefly's  mi- 
nifters,  and  that  it  is  for  your  lord* 
(hip  to  confider  what  confequences 
may  be  expected  from  them. 

"  I  am,  my  lord, 

"  Your  lordfhip's  obedient, 
u  Humble  lervant, 

"  W.  Pitt." 

Right  Hon.  Lord  G. Gordon. 

Lord  George  Gordon's  Anfwer 
to  Mr.  Pitt. 
«  Sir, 

"  I  teceived  your  letter  of  to- 
day juft  now.  It  was  very  rude  in 
you  not  to  anfwer  my  two  letters 
fooner.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  fay, 
that  many  feamen  have  been  in- 
duced to  quit  their  occupation,  in 
expectation  of  being  employed  to 
ferve  againft  the  emperor.  This 
mews  the  feamen's  hearts  are  warm 
towards  the  States  of  Holland,  and 
that  they  with  to  lend  a  hand  to 
affilt  them  againft  their  enemies. 
As  foon  as  you,  and  the  reft  of  his 
ma'cfty's  miniftcrs,  arc  pleafed  to 
authorize  and  countenance  thefe 
honcft  endeavours  of  the  teamen  to 
fupport  thofc  proteftant  Hates,  I 
.  will  make  propofals  to  the  Dutch 
ambaflUdor,  and  to  the  States  of 
Holland,  to  take  them  into  imme- 
diate pay.  The  confequences  may 
fall  on  the  heads  of  the  king's  Ser- 
vants, if  they  advifc  their  fovexcign 

to 
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to  take  a  put  againft  the  protcftant  fuitation,  leave  was  given,  antl  the 

intcreih  alfidavit  of  Mr.  George  Sladc,  one 

»«  I  am,  Sir,  °*  lnc  commithoners  oi  the  victual* 

«•  Your  humble  fervanr,  J-nff^ce.  was  read.    It  iratcd  at 

44  G  Gordon  "  lcn£tn  «*e  particulars  of  the  ac- 

Wclbeck-ftrect,  Nov.  19,  ,784/  counts,  the  manner  i»  which  they 

v'    '  T  were  adjurtcd,  with  a  balancing 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Worthy  invoice,  and  the  Itrong  probability 

Magiftraces  of  the  Rotation-office,  of  the  innocence  of  Mr.  Arkinion, 

in  Litchficld-ftreet,  to  the  Right  »n  a  very  exact  and  critical  manner. 

Hon.  Lord  George  Gordon.  The  affidavit,  of  Mr.  Bates,  Mr. 

«  The  magnates  at  the  Rota-  *^nW*£'  ™d  °thcr 
tion-office  in  Litchficld-trrcet,  pre-  and  Th^as  ?hlct  clcrk» 
fent  their  compliments  to  lord  w"f  land*heA  c™cM? 
George  Gordon,  arc  much  obliged  1 ,  0^mcd  to  Mr-  Atlunfou  » 
to  him  for  his  information,  and  will  dll™van£Kc- 
pay  due  attention  to  his  letter."  r  *?r;  ^roft  then  rcfumed  his 
Litchfield-ltreet  lubject,  and  declared  in  the  moft 
Xt  ,  ^  .  u  *  folemn  manner,  that  he  was  fully 
Nov.  ,9,  i7b4.  convinced  of  Mr.  Atkinfon's  in* 
20.  One  o'clock,  about  a  hundred  nocence,  and  that  if  ever  a  man  was 
and  fifty  (ailors  aflemblcd  in  Wei-  punifhed  for  a  crime  which  he  had 
beck,  ftreet,  where  lord  George  not  the  lead  intention  of  commit* 
Gordon  harangued  them,  and  re-  ting,  it  would  be  the  cafe  with  hi* 
ferred  them  to  his  and  Mr.  Pitt's  unhappy  client.  Had  he  meant  to 
letters  in  the  public  papers,  add-  defraud  the  public,  he  would  hate 
tng,  that  he  wiftied  them  very  taken  the  very  contrary  Heps  to 
well,  but  that  he  could  not  fervc  thofe  which  he  purfued.  He  then 
them  without  the  approbation  of  defcended  to  the  particulars  of  the 
rhe  king  and  his  miniltcrs.  A  gen-  accounts,  and  (hewed,  that,  not with- 
tleman,  in  the  uniform  of  a  lieu-  Handing  the  apparent  nominal  dif- 
tenant  of  the  navy,  affiled  his  ferense  of  the  prices  between  the 
lordlhip  on  the  occanon  ;  both  had  buying  and  invoice  books,  yet  that 
the  blue  and  orange  cockades  in  the  total  fums  were  regulated  in  fp 
their  hat:,  and  the  lieutenant  had  exalt  a  manner  by  the  balancing 
another  in  his  bofom.  account,  that  it  would  have  exceed- 
20.  King  again  It  Atkinfotv. —  ed  belief,  were  not  the  books  in 
Lord  Mansfield  gave  the  opinion  court  to  juftify  his  a  (Ten  ion.  In 
of  the  court  in  the  caufe  Wadham  order  to  effect  this  regulation,  al- 
and Barlow,  and  the  attorney-ge-  mod  every  one  of  thofe  accounts 
neral  moved  judgment  againft  was  brought  to  a  fmall  fraction, 
Chriftophcr  Aikinfon,  efq.  Mr.  and  in  one  inthmce,  where  the 
Bearcroft  arofe,  and,  after  making  fraction  would  not  completely  fet- 
a  few  prefatory  obfervations,  which  tic  the  difference,  the  fcrupulous 
were  obvioufly  dictated  by  the  per-  exactitude  of  his  client  was  fuch, 
fonal  feelings  of  the  man,  and  did  that  a  fum  of  6dJ.  was  noted  as  an 
not  flow  from  the  ingenuity  of  the  overplus.  Indeed,  if  his  client 
advocate,  intreated  that  the  affi-  was  guilty  of  the  fpecific  charge, 
davits  in  defence  of  his  client  might  he  was  likewifc  guilty  in  three 
be  read.    Af»cr  a  few  minutes  con-  thoufand  other  inltanccs.   He  wa* 
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followed  by  Mr.  Wood,  who  expa-  but  that  he  trufled  his  counfel  had 

tiatcd  for  a  confiderjble  length  of  elucidated  them  to  their  conviction ; 

time  with  the  fame  ardor.   He  par-  however,  if  that  Ihould  not  be  the 

ticularly  aliened,  that  **  it  wa3  as  cafe,  he  begged  leave  to  trouble 

impoilible  for  Mr.  Atkinfon  to  fpe-  the  court  with  a  few  explanations, 

cily  the   feveral    prices  of  the  which  he  hoped  would  faristy  them 

porn  fupplicd  in  large  cjuantiucs,  of  the  juftncls  of  his  requclt  in  de- 

purchafed  at  different  times,  and  firing  a  new  trial.    He  was  fo  well 

an  in  infinite  number  of  parcels  ;  allured  of  man  i  letting  his.  innocence 

as  it  would  be  to  fill  a  calk  of  wa-  to  a  jury,  that  if  he  failed,  he 

ter  at  Gravcfend,  and  determine  would  chearfully  meet  the  molt  ig» 

fhc   exact  quantity  which  palled  nominious  puniAiment  that  could 

through  the  middle  arch  of  London  be  inflicted,  or  even  death  itfelf. 

bridge."    After  a  great  number  of  Mr.  Slade,  he  obferved,  was  the 

pertinent  obfervations,  Mr.  Wood  only  commiflioner  upon  whom  he 

noil  earneftly  in  treated  the  court  could  prevail  to  take  the  trouble  to 

would  fend  his  client  to  a  new  trial,  examine  his  accounts,  and  having 

where  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the  done  it,  he  had  folemnly  fworn 

Whole  tranfaetion  might  be  firmly  they  were  juft  and  fair.    The  other 

eftablilhcd.  gentlemen  had  done  no  more  than 

Mr.  Dalla3,  in  a  molt  maftcrly  affirmed  that  they  knew  nothing  of 

and  .able   fpeech  of   two  hours  his  own  fupplies  nor  of  the  balance 

length,  contended  that  it  was  not  bill !  the  contrary  was  the  truth, 

too  late  for  the  court  to  order  a  new  and  it  evidently  appeared  lb  by  the 

trial,  and  produced  two  or  three  teltimony  of  Mr.  Hanway ;  nor 

fimilar  inftances.    Lord  Mansfield  did  it  fignify  whether  they  knew  it 

informed  him  that  the  court  could  or  not.    Was  not  the  furniftiing  hit 

certainly  grant  a  new  trial,  if  they  own   conlignments    or   his  own 

thought  it  necclT.ry.    Mr.  Dull. is  ftorcs,  by  which  ever  name  they 

then  entered  into  the  account,  and  wcie  called,  at  the  market-prices, 

from  a  chain  of  deductions  endea-  according  to  the  eftablilhed  ufage 

voured  to  convince  the  court  of  the  and  daily  practice  of  the  market  ? 

rectitude  of  the  accounts  in  every  and  was  not  the  adjulting  of  the 

poflible  view  of  them.    He  meant  accounts  by  making  the  total  of 

pot  to  impeach  the  verdict,  but  that  the  purchafes  and  fupplies  agree 

a  very  great  part  of  the  truth  was  with  the  total  of  the  invoices,  by 

.Jeft  uninveftigated.    He  next  made  making  the  lad  invoice  for  the  ba- 

forac  ftriking  obfervations  upon  the  lance  of  the  colt  of  the  purchafes, 

feveral  alfidavits  produced  fubi'e-  the  moft  accurate  method  that  could 

quent  to  the  trial,  and  drew  very  be  devifed  r   The  balancing  bills 

favourable  conclulious  in  behalf  of  would  fpeak  for  themfelves  and  give 

the  defendant.  their  lordlhips  the  moft  unequivo- 

Mr.  Atkinfon  then  craved  per-  cal  pro  f,  firft,  by  terminating  with 

million  tp  be  indulged  a  few  words,  fractional  prices  a  thing  that  did 

which  lord  Mansfield  and  the  other  not  cxitt  in  purchafes;  fecondly, 

judges  aflentcd  to.    He  began  with  by  taking  the  buying-book,  which 

expreffing  his.  appreheniions  that  he  then  produced,  with  that  alone 

.  their  lordfrips  were  unacquainted  he  would  call  U|»on  Mr.  White,  the 

with  the  merits  of  the  traqlactiqns,  treafury-folicitor,  fqr  fuch  invoices 
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as  mould  make  the  exact  total  of 
every  fettling  in  the  (kid  buying- 
book,  and  he  would  take  the  invoices 
which  were  at  nomin.il  prices,  tiom 
the  victual  ling-oirice,  in  hi*  own 
hand,  and  by  them  alone  would 
tell  the  court  the  amount  of  every 
fum  total  in  the  buying-book.  But 
this  demonitration,  which  appeared 
the  touch  Hone  of*  the  balance-bill, 
he  was  not  allowed  to  go  into  ! 

Lord  Mansfield  had  indeed  re- 
marked,  that  the  commitnoners  had 
fworn,  that  in  one  invoice,  there 
were  frequent  initances  of  various 
prices,  which  {hewed,  they  mutt  be 
meant  for  real  ones,  the  obferva- 
tion  he  allowed  to  be  well  founded, 
but  upon  .further  invelligation,  it 
would  prove,  what  he  contended 
for,  namely,  that  the  invoices  were 
at  nominal  prices,  for  out  of  the 
two  years    and  a  half,    that  he 
bought  corn  for  the  victualling- 
office,  it  would  be  found,  that  from 
November,   1778,   to  December, 
1780,  each  invoice  was  uniformly 
at  one  }ricey  and  as  each  cargo  con- 
fiftcd  of  various  purch*fes  and  fup- 
plics,  at  various  prices,  the  remark 
before  made,  proved  fuch  invoice 
mud  have  been  nominal.    Mr.  At- 
kinfon  appeared  to  think,  this  im- 
portant fact   had  futikiently  im- 
pelled the  court  to  grant  him  a  new 
trial,  that  the  truth,  if  it  really 
exifted,  might  come  out  in  evidence, 
but  he  proved  mitiaken. 

Lord  Mansfield  llopped  the  at- 
torney-general, who  was  going  to 
reply,  and  Immediately  gave  his 
Opinion  in  a  yery  particular  man- 
ner, in  which  he  recapitulated  the 
whole  of  the  circumilances  ot  the 
trial,  evidence,  and  conviction. 
His  lordfiiip  remarked  upon  the  fi- 
xation in  rank  and  life  of  Mr.  Af- 
kinfun,  and  iiattng  his  rcafons  for 
yyifhing  to  have  the  fulleit  infor- 


mation from  the  commifiioncrs,  but 
that  the  affidavits  had,  in  his  opi- 
nion, turned  much  again  ft  the  de- 
fendant.   His  lordllitp  was  upon 
the  whole  fitisfied  with  the  verdict 
of  the  jury,  and  fliould  therefore 
rcfuie  a  new  trial.     Mr.  jullicc 
Alhurlt  gave  a  limilar  opinion,  par- 
ticularly remarking  upon  the  de- 
fendant's making  the  iupply  at  the 
market-price,    when   it  was  well 
known  the  markets  were  under  his 
own  influence.    (Here  the  defend- 
ant  very  feelingly  obferved,  that 
the  market  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  general  account  rendered  to  the 
commiflioners.)    Mr.  jufiice  iBullcr 
coincided  in  opinion,  and  the  court 
fixed  Wcdnefday  next  to  pafs  judg- 
ment.   The  atfidavit  of  Mr.  Far- 
rer,  a  very  confiderable  cornfaclor, 
was  offered  to  be  read  ;  the  co..  rents 
were  Hated  to  be  a  complete  jufli- 
fication  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
accounts  were  balanced,  but  the 
court  was  of  opinion  that  it  went 
to  the  merits.    Another  affidavit  of 
Mr.  Chambers,    a  merchant  in 
Mincing-lane,  was  likewife  offered, 
in  order  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
accounts,  but  lord  Mansfield  re- 
fufed  to  en  er  into  the  particulars. 
Mr.  Bearcroft  then  with  great  agi- 
tation made  a  few  obfervations,  °to 
extenuate  his  client ;  and  he  al- 
ledged,  that  no  individual  fi nee  the 
Revolution  had    been  fo  heavily 
fined  ;  which,  after  conlidering  the 
lofs  of  a  moll  beneficial  bulinefs, 
and  the  expeuce  incurred,  amount- 
ed  to  an  enormous  fum.  The 
learned  advocate  therefore,  under 
fuch  circum fiances,  wtthed  to  im- 
prefs  the  court  in  his  favour.  The 
attorney-general  made  a  Ihort  re- 
ply, .rtmi 

Mr.  Atkirfon  defiring  again  to 
be  heard  in  his  defence,  lord  Mans- 
field tgld  him,  "  there  mult  be  an 
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end."    The  prifoncr  was  then  re-  from  the  lady,  received  the  firft  in- 

manded,  and  on  Wednefday  next,  rimhtion  of  her  infidelity.    After  a 

lie  will  be  brought  up  to  receive  very  minute  enquiry,  he  difcover- 

judgment.  ed,  that  the  lady  and  her  paramour 

— .  The  long  contefted  caufe  be-  were  at  a  bagnio  in  Leiceltcr-fields, 

cween  John  Gallini,  efq.  and  the  whither  he  went  on  Sunday  night* 

truftees  of  the  king's  theatre  was  accompanied  with  fome  friends, 

finally  determined  by  the  lord  chan-  and  being  guided  to  the  room  de- 

cellor,  in  favour  of  the  latter ;  the  fired  admittance,  which  was  refuled, 

temporary  receivers  were  difcharg-  upon  this  he  forced  open  the  door, 

ed,  and  the  faid  truftecs  confirmed  and  the  moment  he  entered,  the 

in  their  right  of  managing  rhe  pro-  cojnt  fired  upon  him  ;   the  ball 

perty  for  the  benefit  of  the  credi-  went  through  his  hat  without  doing 

tors.    Counfel  for  thetruftccs,  Mr.  him  any  mifchief.     The  count's 

foltcitor-geucral,  Mr.  Sclwyn,  and  conduct  appeared  in  fo  extraordin* 

Mr.  Evance  ;  folicitors,  Meil".  Har-  ary.  a  light  to  the  mag  ifi  rates,  that 

borne  and  Seton  of  the  Adelphi.  for  the  purpofe  of  more  fecurky 

«— The  crown  lawyers  wc  are  he  was  committed  to  Newgate, 
jnfortned  did  not  pernit  in  their      The  genileman   charged  with 

oppolition  to  the  ancient  privilege  wilfully  firing  a  piftol  at  Tuxley 

of  the  town  ot  Dover,  and  on  Sa-  Sandon,  efq.  in  the  Long- Acre  bag- 

turday  iaft  Dixon,  and  Bruce,  an-  nio,  and  committed  to  Newgate  by 

other  felon,  were  executed  purfu-  fir  Sampfon  Wright,  is  Louis  Henry 

ant  to  the  fentence  patted  upon  Scipio  Duroure,  efq.  of  a  noMe  fa- 

them  by  the  mayor  at  the  lad  fef-  mily  in  France,  and  an  officer  in 

fiens  held  for  Dover.    We  further  his  majefty's  fervice.    The  offence 

learn,  that  Dixon  behaved  with  he  is  charged  with  is  capital,  by 

great  compofure  and  indifference,  what  is  called  the  Black  Act 
and  perilled  in  his  innocence,  and      — .  The  court- marfhal  for  the 

declared  that  he  was  not  concerned  trial  of  colonel  Debbieg  being  on 

jn  the  murder  of  Mr.  Linton.  Monday  laft  re-aflembled  at  the 

22.  The  following  extraordinary  Horfc-Guards,    by  his  majefty's 

affair  came  before  the  Bow-flreet  command,  the  following  fentence 

magiftrates :  count  Duroure,  who  was  read  by  the  judge  advocate, 

has  made  fo  much  noife  about  town,  who  declared  that  his  majefty  had 

fome  little  time  fince.got  acquaint-  approved  thereof,  and  had  directed* 

ed  with  a  gentleman  of  the  law,  that  it  be  carried  into  execution, 
ivho  lent  him  his  aiiillance  to  extri-       The   court-martial,  upon  due 

cate  him  from  difficulties  he  was  confideration  of  the  whole  matter, 

involved  in :  having  accefs  to  his  arc  of  opinion,  that  colonel  Hugh 

friend's  table,  who  was  married  to  Debbieg  is  guilty  of  each  article 

a  young  lady  of  fome  accomplifh-  of  the  charge  exhibited  again  (I  him, 

inents,  the  count,  by  his  attentions,  viz. 

xnfinuated  himfelt'  fo  far  into  her  Of  "  writing  to  his  grace  Charles 
affections,  as  to  prevail  upon  her  to  duke  of  Richmond,  Lennox,  and 
elope  with  him  to  France.  He  fent  Aubigny,  matter-general  of  his 
off  his  baggage  to  Dover,  whither  majeUy's  ordnance,  his  command- 
he  was  to  follow  in  a  day  or  two.  ing  officer,  feveral  unbecoming  let- 
The  hu&aud  by  a  laconic  letter  tcrs  fince  the  month  of  June  laft, 
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containing  indecent  and  difrefpect-  •  then  add  re  fled  colonel  Debbieg  as 
ful  exprcfiions  towards  him,  and   follows : 
groundlefs  and  injurious  imputa-  *•  Colonel  Debbieg, 

tions  of  partiality  and  opprefiioo  in  "  In  addreffing  myfilf  to  an  of- 
the  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  matter*  ficer  of  fo  long  ltanding,  and  fo 
general  of  the  ordnance,  to  the  diltinguifhed  as  you  have  been  for 
prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili-  your  meritorious  fcrvices,  it  cannot 
tary  difctpline ; "  fail  to  give  me  the  fincercrt  concern 

And  ot  **  writing  difrefpectfully  to  have  it  fall  to  my  lot  to  convey 
in  the  month  of  Auguit  la  it  of  the  to  you  a  reprimand  from  thecourt- 
£ud  duke  of  Richmond,  &c.  maf-  martial  before  whom  you  have  been 
Xr-general  of  his  majerty's  ord-  brought. 

nance;  hi*  commanding  oiticer,  to  "  It  is,  fir,  by  his  majenV* 
major-ge. .  rrtl  iame*  Bramham,  the  commands,  that  I  do  fo.  Wherein, 
chief  en^beer,  *  id  in  terms  obvi-  having  confultcd  the  court,  I  am 
oully  tending  10  c  preciate  the  con-  to  (ay  to  you,  that  they  would  have 
duct  of  him  the  fatd  m  after-gene  nil  to  dread  the  ill  effects  of  fuch  an 
in  the  opinion  of  the  fiid  chief  en-  unbecoming  fpirit  as  that  which 
ginecr,  and  of  the  corps  of  engi-  has  fo  confpicuoufly  fhewn  itfelf  in 
neers,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  or-  your  late  correfpondence,  which 
der  and  military  difcipline."  they  have  had  under  their  con  fid e- 

In  connderation  of  the  high  ration,  if  they  did  not  perfuade 
character  of  the  faid  colonel  Deo-  themfelves  in  regard  to  the  danger- 
bieg,  as  an  officer,  and  his  meri-  ous  tendency  of  fuch  behaviour  to 
torious  fervicos,  which  conlidera-  his  majefty's  fcrvice  that  you  will 
(ion  alone  could  have  induced  them  upon  cool  reflection  think  as  they 
to  give  fo  lenient  a  fentence  for  do,  and  hereafter  regulate  your 
crimes  which  they  muft  conceive  conduct  accordingly, 
to  be  highly  detrimental  and  tend-  «•  The  other  part,  fir,  of  the 
ing  to  produce  the  worft  confc-  judgment  of  this  court,  your  fub- 
quencestothefervice,  they  adjudge  million  to  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
that  he,  the  faid  colonel  Hugh  mafter-general  of  the  ordnance, 
Debbieg,  be  reprimanded  in  open  has  been  already  read  to  you  by  the 
xourt* — and  that  he  do  alfo  make  judge  advocate  ;  and  which  no 
Jus  fubmiflkm  to  the  duke  of  Rich-  doubt  you  will  immediately  and 
mond,  &c.  ma  Her- general  of  his  agreeable  to  that  becoming  defcr- 
m  a  jetty's  ordnance,  in  the  follow-  ence  due  to  their  directions,  pro- 
ing  terms  :  ceed  to  comply  with." 

"  My  lord  duke,  Colonel  Debbieg  then  read  tho 

*«  In  compliance  with  the  judg-  fubmiflkm  to  the  duke  of  Rich- 
ment  of  this  court-manial,  I  do  mond  as  the  court  had  directed  ; 
declare  my  great  concern,  that  I  after  which  the  duke  of  Richmond 
Should  have  made  ufe  of  cxpref-  add  re  fled  himfelf  to  the  court  as 
fions  in  my  correfpondence  with    follows  : 

your  grace,  my  fuperior  officer,  *«  The  judgment  of  the  court  in 
.which  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  pronouncing  every  article  of  my 
iended  to  the  prejudice  of  good  or-  charges  well  founded,  and  the  im- 
.der  and  military  difcipline."  putarions  again  ft  me  groundless,  to* 

The  prefident,    lord  Howard,  gethcr  with  the  obfervations  which 
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the  court  has  made  on  the  conduct 
I  complained  of,  have  I  truil  fully 
jnftified  the  nccelfity  I  was  unuer  of 
appealing  to  this  tribunal. 

"  I  flatter  myfelf  that  in  carry- 
ing on  this  profecution,  I  have  not 
Ihcwn  a  vindictive  fpirit ;  I  hope 
it  i»  not  in  my  nature.  The  apo- 
logy directed  by  the  court,  I  rea- 
dily accept  from  col.  Debbieg.  I 
truft  his  future  conduct  will  be  re- 
gulitid  by  the  fentimcnts  which 
the  court  has  exprcfTcd  on  what  is 
pail,  and  I  promife  colonel  Deb- 
Vicg  that  he  (ball  never  trace  in  my 
behaviour  any  ungenerous  recol- 
lection of  this  tranfaction." 

The  judge  advocate  then  inform- 
ed colonel  Dcbbicg,  that  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  court  having  been 
complied  with,  he  was  rclcafcd 
from  his  arret!,  and  then  declared 
that  the  court  martial  was  diflblved. 

24.  King  againit.  Wooldridge. 

This  day  the  long  depending 
caufe  was  again  argued  in  the  court 
of  King's -Bench,  before  lord  Mans- 
field and  Mr.  juftice  Bullcr.  Mr. 
Garrow,  as  junior  counfel,  after  a 
very  handfome  apology  for  his 
vouth  and  inexperience,  craved  the 
indulgence  of  the  court.  His  firft 
argument  went  to  the  informality 
of  the  return  to  the  mandamus, 
which  although  by  no  means  the 
ground  that  he  meant  to  fct  his 
foot  upon,  yet  was  in  itfelf  fufti- 
cicnt  to  infurc  fuccefs  to  his  client* 
He  then  by  a  chain  of  very  clear 
deductions  and  appofite  cafes,  a 
great  variety  of  which  he  quored, 
Hated  his  objections  to  the  words  of 
the  return,  but  the  court  declining 
to  enter  directly  into  the  merits, 
Mr.  Garrow  judicioufly  (as  Mr. 
juftice  Duller  afterwards  faid>  aban- 
doned his  intentions,  and  went 
boldly  to  the  general  ciucftions. 
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The  firft  charge  was  a  pretended 
embezzlement  of  a  part  of  fir  James 
Langhatfl's  charity  to  foldiery  and 
failors,  the  alderman  having  drawn 
on  the  chamberlain  for  the  fum  of 
four  pounds,  payable  to  James 
Afpcll,  from  whom  he  took  a  re- 
ceipt, whereas  in  fact  it  was  al- 
ledged  that  he  paid  Afpell  only  one 
guinea,  and  appropriated  the  re- 
mainder to  his  own  ufe.  Mr.  Ga#» 
row  denied  the  fact — his  client  had 
bona  fide  diftributed  the  money  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  olf  the 
donor's  will,  and  there  was  no  aver- 
ment in  the  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Bridge  ward  to  the  con- 
trary—-but  it  was  mcritorioufly  dif- 
tributed  to  feveral  oerfons  inftcad  of 
one  perfon.— Admitting  the  fac>, 
it  was  but  at  mod  but  a  mifapplica- 
tion,  whtch,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine held  by  Holt,  chief  juftice, 
in  the  King  againit  Chalk,  in  the 
borough  of  Wilton,  1  Raymond, 
fo.  22  c,  **  a  mifapplication  of  cor- 
poration money  was  no  caufe  of  a 
motion  becaufc  an  action  will  He 
againft  the  party."— He  quoted  an 
infinite  number  of  other  cafes, 
together  with  lord  Mansfield's 
former  opinions  corroborating  this 
poli tion  in  many  points  of  view. 
He  then  made  fome  ftriking  ob- 
fcrvations  upon  the  nature  of  cha- 
ritable donations  veiled  in  the 
hands  of  corporations,  and  furnifh- 
ed  the  court  with  much  entertain- 
ment at  the  expence  of  Mr.  Cham* 
berlain  Wilkes,  in  his  late  corref- 
pondence  with  Mr.  Joliah  Dornford, 

The  fecond  charge  was  extort- 
ins:  from  William  Parry,  nine 
guineas  of  which  he- received  under 
pretence  of  railing  two  fubflitutes, 
the  faid  Parry  having  been  dif- 
charged  by  the  alderman,  from  a 
criminal  profecution  on  condition 
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of  ferving  his  majefty.  He  averred 
that  it  did  not  appear  either  upon 
the  petition  or  the  return  of  the 
mandamus,  that  the  alderman  had 
not  actually  raifed  the  fubftitutes. 
But  fuppofe  it  was  not  fo,  this  was 
no  crime  in  his  client's  corporate 
capacity.  The  alderman  [mould 
have  been  indicted,  and  the  record 
of  conviction  might  have  operated. 
If  an  alderman  was  thus  to  be  oufted 
of  his  freehold  contrary  to  the  great 
charter,  where  the  fame  panics 
were  accufers,  judges,  witnefles, 
and  jurymen,  then  a  member  of  a 
corporation  was  in  fuch  a  miferable 
ftate  as  no  other  citizen  could  pof- 
fibly  be  placed.  If  every  circum- 
stance which  was  44  contra  bvftas 
mores"  was  to  be  punifhed  in  this 
fammary  way,  perhaps  gluttony  and 
drunkenntfi  (of  whichenmes  he  did 
not  pre  fume  the  corporation  in 
quelHon  were  guilty)  might  be 
made  grounds  of  a  motion.  He 
here  likewife  quoted  a  variety  of 
precedents  analogous  to  his  purpofe, 
particularly  King  and  corporation 
Gloucefter,  5  Bulttrode — and  Bags 
cafe  in  lord  Coke. 

His  client's  crimes  had  formerly 
been  held  up  in  the  form  of  an 
Hydra,  but  they  were  now  fhrunk 
into  a  Cerberus  \  their  being  only 
a  third  charge,  viz.  that  of  impri- 
sonment for  debt  upon  efcape  war- 
rants. The  liberality  of  the  prc- 
fent  day  held  bankruptcy  to  be  no 
caufe  of  disfranchifement ;  how 
then  fliould  imprifonment ;  and 
this  was  clear  in  the  determination 
of  the  Liverpool  cafe,  reported  2d 
Burrows,  folio  722.  He  here, 
with  great  force  and  feeling,  paint- 
ed the  mifchiefs  that  might  arifc 
from  fuch  a  power  being  veiled  in 
corporations,  as  to  disfranchifc  for 
involuntary  ah  fence;  what  opinions 
had  the  citizens  hitherto  held  > 
had  they  bacu  alwivs  fo  Icruji'j- 


loufly  exact?  Alderman  Lee  was 
four  yeats  abfent  an  agent  for  cou- 
grefs,  then  in  open  arms  a^ainft 
this  country  ;  alderman  Pcckham 
abroad  four  or  five  years  to  recover 
his  health ;  the  late  alderman 
Bridgen  had  not  attended  duty  tor 
nine  years,  only  the  lait  act  of  hta 
political  life  he  had  expiated  all  his 
offences,  arifing  from  neglect,  by 
giving  a  cafting  vote  for  the  pre- 
fent  worthy  recorder  (a  general 
laugh.)  Where  were  the  disfran- 
chifements  at  that  time  ?  On  the 
contrary,  his  unhappy  client,  after 
being  ruined  by  the  American  war," 
/tripped  of  his  property  by  a  fe- 
cond  commiflion  of  bankruptcy 
(fince  proved  to  have  been  iflued  il- 
legally) had  all  the  power  and  the 
vengeance  of  the  corporation  pour- 
ed forth  upon  him.  Was  not  the 
prefent  chamberlain  elected  an  al- 
derman when  under  a  more  fevere 
predicament  >  Mr.  Garrow  then,  in 
a  very  animated  manner,  drew  hit 
conclufion,  and  craved  judgment 
of  the  court  to  rellore  Mr.  Wool- 
dridge  to  his  feat  among!!  the  eld- 
ers  of  the  city. 

•  Mr.  Gibbs  anfwercd,  in  a  very 
ingenious  fpecch,  in  which  he  ad- 
duced two  cafes,  that  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  court,  in  fuppoit 
of  the  third  charge — ftrft  cafe,  King 
and  Trucbody,  a  capital  burgefs  of 
LelVwithel,  in  Cornwall,  2  Ray- 
mond, fo.  127c — and  King  and 
Glyde,  a  member  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Exeter,  reported  in  4th 
Modern,  to.  33.  Both  of  thefc 
cafes  went  ro  this  point,  that  a  cor- 
porator being  removed  out  of  the 
jurifdirtion,  and  being  incapable  of 
performing  his  duty,  it  was  held 
good  ground  to  remove  him.  Mr. 
Gi;  hi  ufed  feveral  other  forcible 
argument*,  and  was  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Garrow. 

Loisl  MaiiiS;  Id.— -The  cafe  has 
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been  well  argued.    He  was  always  the  ancient  catholic  religion  >  Has 

defirous,  that  corporation  quellions  your  lordfhip  forgot  that  you  are 

might  be  defined  with  as  much  ac-  fprung  from  anceftors  who  thought 

cuapcy  as  potfible.  The  firft  charge,  that  way  of  thinking  righr ;  and 

rtJpcciing  fir  John  Langham's  cha-  that  at  this  moment  your  aunt  pro- 

rity  does  not  tVera  lo  be  a  fufheient  fefles  it  in  all  its  original  forms  ? 

ground,  it  is  not  charged  to  be  That  which  was  the  religion  oi* 

done  corruptly.    The  lecond,  if  your  family  at  Co  late  a  period  as  in 

true,  was  an  offence  as  a  juftice  of  the  time   of  •  your:  grandfather, 

the  peace,  and  therefore  again  it  the  fhould  not  be  reviled  by  you .  Giro 

general  law  of  the  land — mud  be  a  me  leave  to  alk  what  religion  it  is 
previous  conviction.  The  lait  head*,  that  you  profcf*,  which  it  com- 

is  of  great  confequenee.    The  two  mends  pcrfecution  I  Surely  not  the 

cafes,  adduced  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  mud  Proteftant !  I  acknowledge  that  I 

be  well  confidercd.    A  man  is  not'  am,  and  all  my  forefathers  were, 

a  corporator  for  his  own  fake—  Roman  Catholic.    My  family  can 

when  he  ceafes  to  be  in  a  condition  boaft  of  antiquity  before  that  of 

to  perform  the  duty,  the  queftion  the  Gordons— well  known  to  tho 

is,  whether  he  ought  to  remain.  Britifh  court,  well  known  at  all 

His  lordfhip  therefore  dc fired  to  the  courts  in  Europe — I  am  at  pre- 

have  a  further  hearing  on  the  third  '  fent  the  chief  of  that  family,  and 

bead,  in  the  courfe  of  next  term.  as  I  before  obferved,  profefs  the 

Mr.  juftice  Buller.    The  firft  fame  way  of  thinking  that  they  did 

charge,  clearly  no  offcuce  againft  in  matters  of  religion — but  I  am 

the   corporation.     The   fecond,  not  for  perfecution — men  of  late, 

merely  a  fubject  for  common  law,  of  both  religions,  have  got  a  more 

and  tnerefore  there  muft  be  a  pre-  liberal  way  of  thinking  ;  toleration 

▼ious  conviction.    The  third,  he  has  diffufed  itfelf  over  the  world, 

defired  a  farther  argument,  to  be  and  iliewcd  men  the  folly  of  falling 

treated  under  two  heads  ;  namely,  out  about  religion,  and  that  it  is 

firft,  how  far  it  may  affect  the  pub-  not  anv  particular  mode  of  worfbip 

lie  admini  ft  ration  of  juftice  :  fe-  that  will  open  the  road  to  heaven, 

condly,  to  what  extent  it  may  mi-  What  became  of  your  lordfliip  that 

litate  with  the  welfare  of  the.  city  you  did  not  (hare  or  partake  of 

and  corporation.  that  blefling  ?  Did  you  envelope 

Lord  Mansfield  afTented.    And  yourfelf  in  fo  great  a  degree  in  en* 

thus  Mr.  Wooldridge   has  com-  thufiafm,    as  to  prevent  its  ap- 

pletely  fucceeded  in  the  two  raoft  proaching  you  ?  In  former  times 

important  points,  and  has  only  to  no  wars  were  carried  on,  no  difaf- 

wait  until  next  term  for  a  folemn  feetion  to  government,   in  lhort, 

adjudication  of  the  third.  no  plot,  thought  ever  fo  wicked, 

Copy  of  a  Icttrr  from  the  right  bon.  but  had  as  its  covering  the  fecut  ity 

tount  O  Rourke,  to  tbe  right  hon.  of  religion.  The  intereft  of  the  efta- 

lord  George  Gordon.  blifhed  church  has  been,  and  you 

Carj-Jlrtet,  oppofite  Lincoln  s  Inn,  intend  (hall  again  be  your  founda- 

WW.  24,  1784.  tion  for  tumults,  riots,  murders, 

*•  My  lord  George,  burnings,  &c.  &c.  fimilar  to  thofe 

'«  Khali  be  glad  to  know  what  of  17^0.    Take  care,  my  lord, 

motive  or  what  intereft  you  can  hearken  to  my  advice,  defift  from 

have  m  being  fo  vehement  againft  your  late  conduct  ;  let  every  man 

1  go 
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go  to  heaven  his  own  way;  his 
majetfy  has  not  more  loyal  or  better 
iubje&s  in  his  dominions  than  the 
Catholics ;  they  have  committed 
no  outrage,  they  have  not  difturb- 
cd  the  public  peace,  nor  attempted 
to  diilrefs  the  government  of  this 
country,  when  at  war  with  many 
great  powers.  Forget  that  odious 
word,  Papiit,  which  you  fo  fre- 
quently make  ufc  of  when  fpcaking 
ot  the  Roman  Catholics;  but 
mould  it  enuVavour  to  force  up, 
take  a  cup  of  warm  water,  and  walh 
it  down  again.  1  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  captain  in  a  Scotch  re- 
giment in  the  French  fcrvicc ;  in 
it  were  men  of  different  religions, 
yet  we  lived  like  friends,  not  fut- 
fering  the  difference  of  religion  to 
create  feuds  and  diffenfions  among 
us;  lord  Lewis  Druromond  com- 
manded that  regiment— it  would 
have  been  fortunate  for  you  had 
you  pafled  a  few  years  in  it ;  it 
might  have  given  you  a  more  li- 
beral way  of  thinking,  and  kept 
you  out  of  a  vail  deal  of  trouble : 
it  is  not  too  late  to  mend ;  and 
when  your  lordfhip  pleafes  to  call 
on  me,  I  (hall  be  happy  to  enlarge 
on  the  fubject  with  you  ;  and  per- 
haps, if  you  are  not  predetermined, 
1  may  be  able  to  convince  you  that 
you  are  wrong. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  lordfliip's  moXfc  obedient, 
Humble  fervant, 

O'Rourki. 

P.  S.  I  mould  be  glad  to  know 
who  this  officer  of  the  Irifh  Brigade 
is,  that  you  fo  pompoufly  mention 
in  your  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  if  he 
has  quitted  that  brave  corps  with 
the  approbation  of  his  commanders, 
and  with  the  character  of  a  man  of 
honour,  and  is  fo  in  reality,  I  am 
fure  you  can  have  no  influence 
over  him  to  make  him  join  in  your 
prefent  fchenus.   I  mull  aiH>  ie* 


mark,  that  when  you  fp? ak  of  the 
emperor,  you  fhould  obferve  the* 
refpect  due  to  fo  ^reat  a  public  and 
fo  lllulhious  a  private  character. 

27.  The  court  of  King's  benchv 
was  exceedingly  crouded  with  au- 
ditors, anxious  to  hear  the  fate  of 
Mr.  Atkinfon.  At  ten  Mr.  At- 
kinfon  w  as  conducted  into  court  by 
the  deputy -keeper  and  tipftafls.  la 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  lord  Mans- 
field, Mr.  juilicc  Afhurft,  and  Mr. 
juilicc  Buller,  took  their  fears  upon 
the  bench,  (judge  Willes.  being  ab~ 
fent  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
brother.)  After  a  few  j unifications 
of  bail,  lord  Mansfield  called  for 
Mr.  attorney-general,  who  imme- 
diately attended,  and  Mr.  jufticc 
Afhurft,  with  great  deliberation 
and  folemnity,  proceeded  to  pro- 
nounce the  fentence  of  the  court. 

The  learned  judge  firll  obferved* 
that  the  defendant  flood  convicted 
of  perjury,  to  the  fatisfaclion  of 
the  court  and  jury,  and  dated  that 
it  arofe  from  an  affidavit  made  by 
him  to  ground  a  motion  for  an  in- 
formation again  ft  William  Bcnnet. 
He  then  read  the  words  in  which 
the  affidavit  was  couched.  The  in- 
diclmeut  contained  nine  different 
alignments,  of  which  he  was  con- 
victed of  fix,  viz.  2d,  3d,  4th,  c,rh, 
6th,  and  9th.  He  then  explained 
the  feveral  charges  or  alignments 
in  the  order  they  arofe,  and  took 
notice  that  Mr.  Atkinfon  *s  coimfel 
had  particularly  objected  to  the  con- 
viction on  the  4th,  which  refperted 
malt,  and  the  7th,  an  article  of 
whear,  pure  ha  fed  at  34s.  6d.  and 
charged  at  36s.  But,  44  admitting 
that  thefe  alignments  or  counts 
were  'done  away,  ftill  there  were 
four  remaining,"  and  the  malignity 
of  the  offence,  whether  to  cover 
one  fraud  or  many,  equally  tended 
to  fhew  the  depravity  of  the  de- 
pendent's mind.'* 

The 
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The  counfel  had  fet  up  two 
modes  of  defence  ;  firft,  they  had 
created  a  dillinrrion  between  fup- 
plies  and  purchafes ;  and  in  this 
inftance  the  defendant  had  rendered 
himfelf  not  only  the  corn -factor, 
but  the  corn-feller.  "  The  com- 
miffioners  muft  have  been  the  mod 
unfaithful,  or  the  molt  ignorant  of 
.  public  fervants,  if  they  had  (of- 
fered fuch  a  practice  to  prevail." 
The  jury  were  therefore  well  war- 
ranted in  finding  tin  ir  verdict  upon 
the  aflignments  that  were  attempted 
to  be  defended  upon  that  ground. 

The  fecond  mode  of  defence  was, 
that  all  the  over-charges  were  qua- 
lified by  a  balancing  bill.  «  This 
idea,  faid  the  learned  judge,  is  con 
trary  to  the  bills  themfelves," 
which  were  continually  varied  in 
their  prices.  Bcfides  which,  the 
affidavit  on  which  the  conviction 
was  founded,  positively  avers  that 
no  more  was  charged  on  the  feveral 
articles,  than  the  price  actually  paid, 
which  was  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
charge  of  an  article  of  the  28th  of 
Mav,  1779.  Thcfc  balancing  bills 
were  made  out  merely  by  the  de- 
fend »nt's  difcrction,  altogether  un- 
authorifed  by  the  board,  and  were 
fubject  to  no  cheque  or  controul. 
When  the  court  delired  that  the 
books  might  be  infpectcd,  it  was 
anfwercd,  they  were  deft  roved. 
How  the  defendant  had  cxercifed 
his  *difcretion,  was  plain  to  the 
commiflioners  and  jury,  the  former 
having  di  charged  him  from  his  em- 
ployment, and  the  latter  having 
found  him  guilty  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge.  There  was  no  plea 
of  defcace  that  the  money  was  paid 
on  account,  becaufe  the  charges 
were  legul.iriy  ad  jutted,  and  the 
fpecific  turns  to  each  article. 

The  lcr.rned  judge  t'  en  conclud- 
ed in  the  following  w*rds,  " 1  (hall 
not  fudca.ojr  t<*  aggtavatc  your 
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crime ;  for  if  you  have  any  feel- 
ing«,  your  fituation  mult  be  fuf- 
ficiently  painful :  and  there  remains 
nothing  more  for  me  to  fav,  but 
the  difagrceablc  neceffiry  of  pro- 
nouncln  '  the  fentencc  of  the  law. 

**  You  arc  to  be  committed  one 
whole  year  to  the  prifon.  of  this 
court.  You  are  to  ftand  in  the 
pillory  upon  the  Corn-market  lor 
the  fpace  of  one  whole  hour,  be- 
tween twelve  and  two  o'clock  ;  and 
you  are  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  rhou- 
fand  pounds,  and  remain  in  prifon 
uritil  the  fame  is  paid." 

Mr.  Atkinfon  fcemed  exceeding- 
ly affected  with  this  fentence,  and 
for  a  few  moments  looked  ftedfaftly 
upon  the  court,  as  if  going  to 
fpeak.  He  then  made  a  refpectful 
bow  to  the  judges,  and  retired  with 
great  fortitude. 

Extra  ft  of  a  Utter  from  Kilkenny, 
Nov,  27. 

We  hear  that  on  Tuefday  night 
a  number  of  White  Boys  furround- 
ed  the  houfe  of  a  farmer  near  Gow- 
ran,  and  demanded  what  arms  he 
had  in  the  houfe ;  on  which  he 
fired  amongfl  them,  when  they  all 
tied,  except  one  man,  who  was 
found  dead  next  morning  of  the 
wounds  he  received.  It  is  fuppof- 
ed  fome  others  were  wounded,  as 
much  blood  was  tracked  a  confider- 
able  diftance  from  the  houfe. 

30.  The  high  fherift'  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,  in  Ireland,  re- 
ceived his  fentence  from  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  to  be  imprisoned 
for  one  week,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of 
five  marks. 

DECEMBER. 

Much  ha*  been  faid  concerning 
the  family  of  the  unhappy  youth 
now  in  Newgate,  lieutenant  I)u- 
rourc,  late  of  the  horfe-guards 
Blue,   who  (lands  charged  with 
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firing  a  pitfol  at           .  .Sandon,  Extmft  of  a  Utter  from  Dublin* 

efq.  in  the  Long-Acre  Bagnio.  Dec.  4. 

He  is  the  fon  of  lieutenant  general  Saturday  latl  three  attachments 

Scipio  Durourc,  in  the  fervLx  of  were  granted  (unlcfs  caafc  to  the 

the  king  of  France.    This  worthy  contrary  is  lhc'wn)  by  the  court  of 

veteran,  wjio  has  been  gi  early  di-  Kind's  bench,  a;a-nft   the  three 

ftinguilhcd  by  his  military  talents,  ina^iJratts  who  convened  the  frec- 

ij  at  this  time  governor  of  Fort  holder*  of  the  county  of  Mayo, 

l'Efprit,    near  Avignon,   in   the  agreeably  to  a  rcqiuiitioh,  for  the 

South  of  France,  and  has  the  com-  purpofe  of  ctfnficiering  of  fhe  nc- 

mand  of  a  corps  of  3000  men.  ceifity  of  a  parliamentary  reform, 

— .  In  the  will  of  John  Barnard,  and  to  elect  delegates  to  meet  in 

(fon  to  the  late  patriotic  lir  John  national  con^refs 

Barnard,  many  years  father  of  the  Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Wincbefttr, 

city  of  London)  late  of  the  parifli  Dec.  4. 

of  St.  George,  Hanover- fqu«rc,  in  Ln'.t  ni-ht  the  dean  of  St.  Afaph 

the  county  of  Middlesex,  efq.  cie-  arrived  at  his   father**   houfe  at 

ceafed,  dated  the  6th  of  November,  Twyfofd,  wihin  three  miles  of  this 

I779,  among  other  things  therein  city.    At  th?  end  of  the  town  ho 

contained,  is  as  follows  :  *"  was  met  by  a  va'l  concourfc  of  in- 

I  give  to  capt.  Thomas  Baillic,  habitants  from  the  neighbouring 

late  deputy  governor  of  Green-  village*,  who  for  fome  time  pre- 

tvich  Hofpitat,  five  hundred  pounds,  ceded  his  carnage  with  inccuant 

as  a  fruali  to'<en  of  my  approbation  huzzas,  two  men  at  their  head  car- 

of  his   worthy  and   dilinterclkd,  rymg  colour?, 

though  ineffectual,  endeavours  to  \Y ken  i he  dean  wss  arrived  with- 

refcue  that  noble  national  charity  in  a  mile  of  home,  they  took  the 

from  the  rapacious  hands  of  the  h  or  lei  from  the  carriage,  -and  in-* 

bafeft  and  moil  wicked  of  man-  fnl  -d  upon  drawing  it  themfelves, 

kind.  which  they  did  with  great  alacrity, 

1*  A  moil  remarkable  murder  It  was  near  feven  o'clock,  and  tho  1 

was  perpetrated  in  the  following  evening  naturally  dark?  but  from 

manner,  by  a  journeyman  barber  every  houfe  being  illuminated,  and 

that  lives  near  Hyde  Park  Corner,  the  reflection  from  feveral  bonfircsi 

who  had  been  for  a  long  time  pall  the  whofe  horizon  was  enlightened, 

jealous  of  his  wife,  but  could  no  and  had  a  molt  beautiful  cffe#< 

way  bring  it  home  to  her  :  a  young  When  the  dean  alighted,  he  po-« 

gentleman  by  chance  coming  in  o  lhely  thanked  his  neighbours  and 

his  matter's  (hop  to  be  fliav ed  and  countrymen  f»r  fo^ple^fing  a  mark 

dreffed,  and,  being  in  liquor,  men-  of  their  good  withe's  and  attention  { 

ttoncd  his  having  fcen  a  fi^e  t;irl  and  aflmcd  them,  he  mould  reflect 

home    to    Hamilton-flreet,    from  with  real  plcafurc  upon  the  long 

whom  he  had  certain  favours  the  perfecution  he  hud  undergone,,  if  it 

night  before,  at  the  fame  time  c*e-  mould  uMimatefv  he  the  means  of 

fenbing  her  perfon  ;  the  barber,  fecuring  nr.d  cflabiilhing  tne  facred 

concluding  it  to  be  his  wife,  in  the  rights  of  Engitfi  juries, 

height  of  his  frcrzy  cut  the   cu-  Mi's  was  recr'ued  with  repeated 

tleman's  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  acclamations.    The  populate  theft 

and  abfeonded.  collected  round  an  immenfc  bonfire, 

17*4.  <G>  *htrt 
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where  an  effigy,  reprefeming  the 
honourable  informer  who  has  car- 
ried on  the  profecution,  and  is  now 
bitterly  lamenting  the  mifcarriage 
of  his  own  malevolence,  was  at- 
tempted to  be  conve)cd  to  the  fire; 
but  the  detcftation  fuch  a  character 
mull  be  always  held  in,  would  not 
permit  it  to  reach  the  flames  entire ; 
it  was  torn  picce-mcal,  and  thrown 
about. 

44  The  populace  then  retired  to 
the  public  houfes,  and  paftcd  the 
remainder  of  the  evening  in  that  har- 
mony and  joy  which  the  tiiumph  of 
innocence  mult  ever  occafion  in  £n- 
gliftimen's  hearts. 

44  P.  S.  We  arc  given  to  under- 
hand that  application  will  immedi- 
ately be  made  to  the  high  Aieriff,  to 
convene  a  general  meeting  of  the 
county,  for  the  purpofe  or  intrud- 
ing our  reprefentatives  to  fupport 
any  bill  that  may  be  brought  into 
parliament  declaratory  of  the  gene- 
ral rights  of  juries*" 

6.  Came  on  to  be  tried,  in  the 
court  of  King*6  Bench  ar  Weltnvn- 
iter,  before  the  right  honourable  the 
earl  of  Mansfield,  and  a  fpecial  jury 
of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  a  caufc 
brought  by  David  Wilmot,  efq.  one 
of  the  juitices  of  the  faid  county, 
agatnft  the  printer  of  a  morning  pa 
per,  when  the  jury,  without  going 
ott  of  court,  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  tool,  damages. 

8.  On  calling  up  the  fcrutiny  at 
the  Eaft  India  houle  in  Leadenhatl- 
ilreet,  for  the  election  of  a  director  in 
the  room  of  Charles  Boddam,  efq. 
deceafed,  (exclufive  of  five  double 
ballots,  which  were  of  courfe  thrown 
out  as  illegal)  the  numbers  flood— 

for  James  Moffat t,  efq.  373 
Thomas  Pattle,jun.  efq.  285 

Majority  88 
— .  A  verdict  was  given  tn  favour 
of  Meflb.  Adam,  in  a  caufc  which 


came  on  to  be  tried  at  Guildhall, 
before  the  lord  chief  baron  and  a 
moft  refpectable  jury  of  merchants 
of  London. 

As  this  caufc  may  be  confidercd 
as  the  foundation  of  another  re- 
markable trial,  which  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  public  and  which 
has  been  fo  much  litigated  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  between  lord  Ma- 
hon  and  Meflis.  Adam,  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  our  read- 
ers to  lay  before  them  a  (hort  (late  of 
the  queftion.    1  his  caufe  was  an 
iflue  directed  by  the  lord  chancellor 
t*  be  tried  at  common  law,  to  de- 
termine, 44  whether  the  works  exe- 
cuted by  Meirrs.  Adam,  the  aflig- 
nees  of  Liardet's  patent  ftucco,  was 
done  with  materials  made  agreeable 
to  the  explanation  of  the  fpecifica- 
tion  of  the  patent,  and  not  contrary 
to  any  directions  that  Liardet  the  in- 
ventor, gave  for  the  manner  of  doing 
the  work,  and  whether  fuch  works 
faded;"  and  it  was  further  directed 
44  that  MciTrs.  Adam  mould  be  plain- 
tiff*, and  Liardet  defendant ;  and  that 
they  fliould  give  two  months  notice 
previous  to  the  trial  of  the  inftances 
they  meant  to  produce,  of  work 
executed  at  different  houfes."  Agree- 
able to  this  direction,  five  inftances 
were  given,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
trial,  the  moil  complete  and  conclu- 
fireevidencewas  produced  by  Meflrs. 
Adam,  proving  that  the  compoiition 
or  ftucco,  was  made  up  by  Liardet's 
own  directions,  and  agreeable  to  a 
table  which  he  hsmfelf  had  dictated, 
and  that  it  was  chiefly  made  under 
his  own  immediate  infpectiun,  with 
the  full  quantities  of  every  ingredi- 
ent;  that  the  materials  were  the 
belt  of  their  kinds,  and  purchafed 
at  the  belt  prices,  and  that  the  ftuc- 
co thus  prepared  was,  in  one  in- 
ftance,  carried  by  Liardet  himfelf, 
and  laid  on  by  a  plaifterer  whom  he 
inftructed,  and  who  laid  it  on  un- 
der 
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der  hiy immediate  inflection.  That 
this  plaifterer  inftructcd  others,  and 
was  foreman  at  the  feveral  works  in 
queftion,  all  of  which  the  inventor 
Liardet  h.id  occaiLnaily  vintcd  mir- 
ing the  execution  of  the  woik. 

The  failure  or"  the  ltuccu,  on 
every  one  of  thofc  in  fiances,  was 
clearly  proved,  and  no  attempt  made 
to  contradict  the  fad.  The  jury, 
without  going  out  or  court,  gave  a 
verdict  lor  the  plaintiff. 

The  counfel  tor  McflYs.  Adam 
were  Mr.  Erikine,  Mr.  Pigot,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Adam.— For  Mr. 
Liardet,  Sir  '  nomas  Davenport, 
Mr.  Chambtc,  and  Mr.  Taylor: 
Attorney  for  the  plaintitF,  Mr.  Woo  J, 
of  Nicholas-lane,  Lombard  rhect ; 
tor  the  defendant,  Mr.  Moulfdalc, 
Brick-court,  Temple. 

to.  At  twelve  o'clock,  the  trial  of 
Robert  ,'ofeph  M'Kenrie,  captain  of 
an  independent  company  on  (be  -\- 
frican  fervice,  for  the  murder  of  Ken- 
neth Murray  M'Keuzic,  one  of  the 
foldiers  under  his  command,  at  the 
fort  of  Moree,  upon  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  on  the  4th  of  Augulr,  1782, 
came  on  before  Mr.  Jufiice  Willes, 
baron  Hot  ham,  and  other  commif- 
fioncrs,  appointed  by  virtue  of  an 
■  aft  of  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  attorney- general  opened  the 
tranfaction  in  a  very  candid  manner, 
and  called  John  Jones,  who  gave  a 
▼cry  long,  clear,  and  pointed  evi- 
dence ;  but  as  fomc  objections  were 
made  to  his  tcftimony,  and  Mr. 
Jufticc  Willes  omitted  it  infumming 
up  the  cafe,  we  (hall  proceed  with 
the  examination  of 

John  Mortimer,  a  private  belong- 
ing to  captain  M'Kenzie's  company; 
of  which  the  following  is  the  fub- 
ftance:  the  witnefs  knew  the  dc- 
ceafed  at  Fort  Moree,  five  miles 
from  Cape  Coaft ;  he  was  a  prifoner 
at  large  in  the  fort  (having  twice 
defcrtod);  the  deceafed  had  prcvi- 


oufly 'acted  as  adjutant;  the  witnefs 
had  heard  there  had  been  a  quarrel 
between  him  and  c  ptaiu  NrKen- 
rie.  On  a  Saturday  morning,  ho 
was fd Merc  *«yitv  elt  jclcape: 

he    hcaid   t:i.    p.:!....:    f.iv,  (Jo, 
fctch  that  old  ralcal  Brook  ,  I  will 
iiog  him  to  death;    Serjeant  An- 
drews, himfclf,  aud  two  other  foi- 
dicrs, were  fent  in  fearch  of  him: 
they  went  no  farther  than  a  mile  or 
two  beyond  Cape  Coaft,  fe-ring 
they   might   be   taken  prifoners; 
could  not  find  ihc  deceafed,  when 
they  returned,  and  repot  u-d  it  to 
the  prifoner,  who  immediately  faid, 
he  mult  be  in  theriiack  I  own.  He 
immediately  ordered  two  iix  pound- 
ers to  be  loaded,  and  jircd  upon  the 
town;  after  rhe  firing,  the  black  in- 
habitants, fomc  or  them,  run  out  of 
town,  others  came  to  the  back  of 
tlu  lort,  to  know  the  rcafon  of  this 
fudden  alarm.  -  Alderman  VVatfon, 
Wire  they  loaded  with  fliot?  Yes; 
he  faiv  the  mark  left  in  one  of  the 
houfes.     Next   morning,   at  five 
o'clock,  heard  a  great  noifc;  and, 
looking  over  the  wall,  faw  the  de- 
ceased, wirh  at  leaft  3000  blacks, 
coming  to  the  fort.    This  was  of  a 
Sunday  morning.     The  deceafed 
was  brought  into  the  fort,  and  the 
prifoner  bid  ferjeant  Copeland  to 
tell  the  deceafed  he  had  not  an  hour 
to  live. 

The  prifoner  ordered  two  fponges 
and  a  worm  to  be  laflied  to  the  em- 
brafurcs,  and  ordered  a  gun  to  be 
hauled  in.  As  they  could  not  get 
ropes,  they  cut  the  halyards  of  the 
colours  into  three  pieces.  Copelan4 
was  directed  to  fetch  Murray  M'Ken- 
zie  from  the  blacks :  as  he  was  com- 
ing, he  faid,  Ant  I  to  be  flior,  let  me 
be  fliot  like  a  man,  and  not  like  a 
dog.  He  then  put  on  his  grena- 
dier's coat.  He  was  brought  to  the 
battlements,  and  delired  to  fpeak  to 
the  captain,  who  would  not  hear  a 
(G  2)  word, 
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word,  but  faid,  the  deceafcd  was  a  corroborated  by  all  the  witnefles  for 

ti. liter  to  his  king  aud  country,  the  pioiecution,  it  is  nccdlcfs  to  re- 

Thc  piifoncr  bid  the  ioldiers  do  port  the  other  parts  delivered  by 

ihcir  uuty;  they  brought  the  dc-  Cooper,  Brookes,  and  ferjeant Cope- 

ccaVd  to  the  gun,  tied  his  hands  land. 

with  one  piece  of  the  rope,  ami  hi*  After  the  evidence  was  gone 

two  legS|  with  the  other  two  pi-ce;,  through,  (in  the  courfe  of  which 

U  the  gun;  his  hand3  were  theti  the   prifmer,   captain  ivi'Kenzie, 

ilrctched  out  acrofs  the  fponge  and  nude  many  very  pertinent  and  fen- 

worm.     The  captain  order*. i  the  i\blc  remarks;  he  was  called  upon 

foidters  to  fetch  a  enp;  but  tlu-rc  foi  his  defence,  whkh  partly  arofe 

being  none,  the  captain  went  :md  out  ot  the  evidence  for  the  profecu*. 

fetched  his  own.    Whillt  they  were  tion.    It  was  couched  in.  this  way  ; 

putting  it  on,  the  deceafeu  laid  to  that  the  deceased  had  been  a  felon 

lerjeant  Copcland,  For  God's  fake,  convict  taken  in  the  African  corps, 

beg  for  a  halt*  of  an  hour  to  fay  my  that  he  had  defcrted  twice,  and  was 

prayers.     It  was  rcfulcd;   but  a  plotting  the  death  of  the  capt  tin,  his 

little  time  was  given,  when  they  commander,  and  to  furrendcr  the 

read  part  of  the  funeral  fcrv-cc  and  tort  to  tne  Dutch.    The  convicts  in 

the   Lord's  pnver.     Plunkett,   a  the  parry  under  his  command,  were 

foldier,  was  directed  to  Hand  to  the  in  tne  proportion  of  fix  teen  convjtts 


to  live  volunteers. 

It  w.is  very  fully  proved  that  there 


gun  with  a  lighted  ltick*  1  he  descal- 
ed then  ia.d,  *'  Oh,  tyrant,  tvrant! 

you  are  going  to  have  your  will  or  was  a  ltrong  idea  of  a  confpiracy, 

mc>  which  you  have  wanted  many  a  and  th.it  the  deccafed  had  been  hcatd 

long  day/'  The  cap  was  then  pulled  to  dcc'.nrre  to  the  other  convicls, 

over  his  eyes,  when  he  faid,  •*  For  '  Now  is  the  tunc,  let  us  do  him  out 

God's  lake,  hive  mercy  upon  me;  and  out.     I  he  captain  had  like  wife 

good  by  to  you  all,  comrades,  and  faid,  a  day  or  two  alter  the  execution, 

Gotjblefs  you  all."  I-L*  added,4*  Re-  My  I  xis,  if  I  had  not  done  as  I  did, 

rncmber  my  lift  fy liable;  I  went  we"  fnouid  all  have  been  delhoyed 

down  to  the  black  fell  av  at  the  gate,  ere  this. 

to  get  a  little  brandy  ;  I  drank  it,  Mr.  Daniel  Monro's  tctlimor.y 

went  down  to  the  garden  to  take  a  went  further;  he  faid  that  Cooper 


walk,  having  been  fo  long  confined  , 
1  fat  down  and  fell  fait  alieep ; 
when  1  wok-,  at  dutk,  and  was  com- 
ing to  the  foi  r,  the  blacks  futnund- 
ed  me,  confined  me  all  night,  and 
(urrendered  me.  I  h.»d  not  the 
leatt  intent  to  de'err,  no  more  than 
1  have  to  eat  or  drink  this  moment." 
The  prifoner  waved  his  h:»nd  as  a 
fignal,  I'hinkett  touched  the  gun 
with  the  ii;hted  flick,  and  the  de- 
ccafed was  blown  over  the  wall.  The 
men  picked  up  his  remains;  the 
head  and  (boulders,  with  the  heart, 
&c*  and  buried  them.  This  being 
iiie  vt  hole  purport  of  the  evidence, 

S 


told  him,  about  four  months  alter 
the  ati.it,  (the  wknefs  litt'ug  upon 
the  identical  gun)  that  the  deceafed 
had  laid  in  his  hearing,  in  company 
with  .other  convid  foldiers,  Daiwh 
him,  1  have  a  piftol;  and  if  that 
won't  do,  unfwered  ferjeant  An- 
drews, 1  have  a  fword.  Monro 
fwore  that  Cooper  aliened  to  bim, 
that  he  informed  the  prifoner  or  his 
danger.  But  Cooper  being  con- 
fronted with  Monro,  he  denied  the 
aHertion.— -General  Townfend  and 
captain  Lane,  gave  the  prifoner  a 
good  character* 

Judge  Willes  l'umnied  up  the  evi- 

dence. 
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dcnce,  and  obferved  the  pnfoncr  zie,  alias  JofTt-r  nn,  for  whofe  mnr, 

was  not  jultified  by  the  martial  la*',  do  cap:an.  M'tv.iuie  convut- 

He  ftioulU  have  tried  him  by  a court  cd,  had  been  lied  a  oiu.uiner  in  the 

martial,  at  lealt  culled  upon  him  tor  third  ic^in  cut  of  foot  guards,  but 

a  defence,    particuhuly  as  it  was  falling  in,  about  twelve  %car*  lince, 

proved  there  wvre  places  of  fakty,  with  a  gaug  of  fliop- l  iters,  he  was 

both  at  Fort  Morccav.d  Cape  Coalt,  no  h-is  thau  three  times  c.ipit.ily 

where  the  prifoncr  might  have  bc:n  convicted  at  the  Oul  Bailey;  twice 

fecurcd.    But  as  to  the  jutlificatum  tor  n\a!ing  diamonds,  and  once  tor 

of  the  aft  being  neccflaiy  for  fell-  horfc  licaling;    bjt   always  found 

prefervation,  that  he  let t  with  the  friends  to  obtain  a  mitigation  of  hrs 

jury.  fentemcfor  tranfportation. 

The  trial  laficd  from  ten  in  the       Tl  e  flicritis  h.ive  laid  claim  to 

forenoon  until  iix  in  the  evening,  eleven  thou  land  pounds  worth  of 

when  the  jury,  after  being  out  above  gold  duft,  which  captain  M'Kcuiie 

two  hours,  returned  their  veidict  hr<  ught  with  him  tiom  the  coaft  ok* 

Guilty,  but  w  ith  recommendations  Afica,  and  which  dors  not  appear  to 

to  his    mujefty's   mercy.    He  re-  have  been  transferred  previous  to 

ceived  f- ntenec  to  be  executed  on  his  conviction;  a  itrcumliance  ra- 

Monday  next;  bot  tf  is  laid  is  re-  thcr  extraordinary,  omlidcring  the 

i'pited  for  a  week.  long  rime  or  his  confinement. 

Captain  M'Kcn/ie  w:is  lieutenant       The  mciiffsall'o  mean  to  contend 

of  an  independent  c  mp.ny  in  the  for  the  20c  ol.  fine  which  Mr.  At- 

illand  of  Guernfey  in  the  year  1 7 7 S,  kinfm,  the  corncor.traeto',  is  fen- 

and,  on  the  French  fleet  appealing  tenced  to  pay. 
oft*  that  coali,  in  the  courlc  of  the       1  1.  At  eleven  o'clock  came  on, 

fummer,  behaved  with  fueh  uncom-  before  lord  chief  baron  bkynncr  and 

mon  activity,  and  (hewed  iuch  a  a  fpcciul  jury,  at  Guildhall,  the  new 

Jaudable  attention  to  the  defence  of  tr^l  uirecAed  by  the  court  ot  Kxihe- 

that  important  place,  thas  previoua  qucy,   in*  an   ac'iion   of  damages 

to  his  cmbaikin  v  for  Englund,  he  brought  by  captain  Sutrcn,  of  the 

received  the  thanks  of  the  p;incipal  Iti.*.  r.^^i »> ^  commodore  Johnlhme, 

^nhabrants  on  the  public  par  ..d^,  u  ho  commanded  a  fiYct  bound  to  the 

and   rrany  other  tokens  of  their  Iv.-.ft  IndUs.    The  latter  had  put 

jfi-icndlhip  and  ctleem.  t  e  fjrmer  under   ancit  at  Fort 

The  above  unfortunate  ufn:k-;nan  Praya,  alledgmg  th:k;  the  captain 

is  a  native  of  the  Uighlwuli,  and  had  iv.t  done  hit  duty  in  the  action, 

has  been  in  the  milittrv  !i:.c  lio.n  which  took  place  with  Monliour 

twelve  years  ot  age.    His  ciuira.'.rer  bodrein's  f<piadron  tn  that  port, 

was  that  of  a  maitivrt.  (a  rigid  cif-  'I  he  new  trial  w.  s  granted  at  the  in- 

cipllntirian)  too  nbtiinatc  in  his  dc-  funcc  of  tlv.  comm  id.  re,  to  relieve 

tcrminition,   but  vigilant,   active,  himfi  If  from  a  former  verdict  ob- 

and  undaunted.  tuned  by  the  cnp;ain  or,  the  fame 

Captain  IM'Kenzic  was  drcflc.!,  :'.c>i|>tt,  for  five  thoufand  pounds, 

on  Friday,  in  a  full  fuit  of  Mack;  Thcr;  being  a  gre.iter  number  of 

bis  hair  powdered,  and  a  /./  witnefles  than  weie,  perhaps,  ever 

ti-er.    He  is  a  well  made,  tall  m  h),  examined  in  any  caufe,  the  trial 

much  pined  v.i:h  the  fmall-pox,  l.iitcd  all  the  day  on  Saturday,  the 

and  about  thirty  years  of  a;c.  whole  night,  and  yefhrday  until  two 

The  unfortunate K«nriahMlKen-  o'clock,  when  the  jury  gave  a  ver* 
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diet,  in  favour  of  eapta'm  Sutton,  for 
fix  thoufand  pounds.— There  never 
was  an  inilance,  in  this  kingdom, 
before  this,  of  a  trial  for  damages 
that  occupied  the  attention  ot  a 
court  for  twenty-fix  hours  without 
iiucrmilfion. 

— .  Thomas  Wood  and  George 
Brown,  were  feve rally  indicted  for 
having  flopped  fir  Thomas  Davenport 
and  his  lady  on  the  Harrow  road,  be- 
tween Acton   and   Willcfden,  on 
Monday  the  eleventh  day  of  Octo- 
ber laft,  at  a  quarter  paft  five,  and 
robbed  them  of  their  watches  and 
money.    The  prifoners  pleaded  Not 
guilty,  and  put  themlelves  on  God 
and  their  country.     Sir  Thomas 
Davenport  was  the  firft  wirnefs  ex- 
amined, and  after  relating  the  parti- 
culars of  the  robbery,  depofed,  that 
on  the  eleventh  of  November,  ex- 
actly a  month  fuhfequcnt  to  the 
fact,  he  faw  the  prifoners  on  horfe- 
back  in  Sr.  Martin's- lane;  that  he 
immediately  recognifed  their  per- 
lons;  was  perfuided  they  were  the 
men  who  had  robbed  him  and  lady 
Davenport,  and  traced  them  to  a 
houfe  kept  by  Brown*s  mother  in 
Chapel-ftreet,  near  Great  Ormond- 
itreet.    That  Brown  was  fent  for  to 
the  office  in  Bow-ftrecr;  that  he 
readily  told  who  was  the  pcrfon 
that  had  ridden  up  Sc.  Martin%-!ane 
with  him,  and  that  Wood  was  then 
fent  for  and  taken  into  cultody;  and 
afYer  two  examinations,  both  of 
them  were  tully  committed,  Sir 
Thomas  and  his  conch  man  and  foot- 
man, being  bound  over  ro  profecute 
and  give  evidence.    Upon  hiscrofs- 
examination,  he  faid,  he  felt  the 
fulleft  conviction  in  his  own  mind 
that  the  prifoners  were  the  men  who 
robbed  him  ;  that  he  took  fuch  par- 
ticular notice  of  Wood,  while  the 
fact  was  committing,  that  he  (hould 
have  known  him  any  where.  This 
evidence  was  corroboiatcd  by  the 


teftimony  of  the  coachman  and 
toot  man,  and  (trengthened  by  the 
additional  circumftancc  of  one  of 
them  fwearing  to  the  perfon  of 
Brown  and  to  the  horfe  of  Wood. 
A  fourth  witnefs  was  alfo  called  to 
prove  that  he  faw  them  on  the  road 
on  the  day  of  the  robbery.  The 
defence  ftated  by  the  prifoners  coun- 
fel  w  as  an  alibi  on  the  part  of  each 
of  them;  in  fupport  of  which  a  va- 
riety of  witnefles  of  unimpeachable 
character  and  integrity,  were  exa- 
mined ;  and  it  was  proved  by  them, 
beyond  all  qucftion,  that  Wood  was 
St  his  own  houfe  (the  Aflembly- 
Houfe  at  Kcntifh  Town)  the  whole 
of  Monday  the  nth  of  October; 
and  that  Brown  was  at  his  mother's 
in  Chapel-ltrect,  froio  four  in  the 
aiternoon  on  that  day,  till  he  uent 
to  bed  in  the  evening.    Many  per- 
ions  of  great  vredit,  and  of  refpect- 
ahle  fituations  in  life,  were  alfo  called 
to  their  characters,  who  ipokc  iu  the 
higheft  terms  of  both  the  one  and 
the  other.    In  fine,  fo  fat  is  fie, 1  were 
the  court  and  jury  of  the  prifoners 
innocence,  that  both  concurred  in 
declaring  it  was  uimecelfary  for  the 
judge  to  fum  up  the  evidence,  and, 
therefore,  without  a  moment's  hefi-' 
tatiou,  the  jury  pronounced  the  piV 
foners,  Net  guilty.    The  counfel 
tor  S  r  Thomas  Davenport,  were 
Mr.  SylveAer  and  Mr.  Shepherd; 
cuunfcl  for  the  prifoners,  Mr.  Gar- 
row.     We  cannot  in.tke  a  better 
comment  on  this  cxtiaordtnary  trial, 
thanby  f«)  inj»,  in.  the  words  of  Mr. 
Baron  Hot  ham,  41  We  hope  it  will 
tend  to  convince  the  world  of  the 
extreme  fallibility  of  perfonal  evi. 
dence."    fair  Thomas  Davenport, 
his  coachman  and  foot  mm,  the  learn- 
ed judge  farther  obferved,  he  was  fa- 
tisficd,  had  given  their  evidence  fair- 
ly and  confeientioufly,  firmly  be- 
lieving that  the  prifoners  were  the 
men  who  had  robbed  fir  Thomas, 
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bur  after  what  had  been  proved  in 
court,  there  could  not  remain  a  mo* 
mcnt's  doubt  of  their  innocence. 

1 6.  Came  on,  before  baron  Ho- 
tbam  and  the  recorder,  the  trial  of 
Lewis  Henry  Scipio  Durourc,  efq. 
(commonly  known  by  the  diftinction 
of  count  Durourc)  for  wilfully,  ma* 
liciouGy,  and  felonioufly,  (hooting 
with  a  loaded  piftol  at  Tuxley  San* 
don,  efq.  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Long- 
acre,  which,  by  the  ltatute  of  ^th 
Geo.  II.  commonly  called  the  black 
act,  is  made  a  capital  offence.  Mr. 
Chetwood,  counffl  for  the  profecu- 
tioo,  opened  the  cafe  in  a  very  can- 
did manner,  wherein  he  itated  the 
intimacy  that  fubliited  between  the 
count  and  the  profecutor,  the  elope- 
ment of  the  profecutor's  wife  with 
the  count  to  Portfmouth,  and  the 
other  circumflances  lately  itated  ; 
and  called 

Mary  Jones,  a  fervant  at  the  ho- 
tel. 1  he  witnefs  faw  the  prifoner 
in  company  with  Mrs.  Sandon,  at 
the  hotel  on  the  4th  of  October  laft. 
Mr.  S.indon,  the  hulband,  was  pre- 
vioufly  in  the  houfc;  the  prifoner 
and  the  lady  went  up  flairs.  The 
witnefs  antwerrd  the  bell ;  when  (he 
entered  the  room,  theM  idy  had  pif- 
rols*  one  in  each  hand;  uituefs 
heard  her  declare,  that  44  flic  would 
kill  the  firft  perfon  that  attempted  to 
come  in.  She  would  fooner  die 
than  go  with  him  "  The  ladv  was 
ilrdfed  in  men's  cloaths.  Crofs- 
ex;tnined  by  Mr.  Erlkinc — 44  Do 
you  recollect  if  the  count  had  any 
piflols?"  No;  the  witnefs  did  not 
recollect  that  he  had.  44  By  whom 
is  the  Royal  Hotel  kept  ?"  Anfwcr, 
«•  By  James  Sundy  and  John  Bi  ew- 
er." Mr.  Etikine  addrefled  the 
court,  and  pointed  out  a  defect  in 
the  indictment,  the  (hooting  beine 
Itated  to  be  done  in  the  houfe  of 
John  Sundy  and  James  Brewer. 
Baron  Hotham  informed  the  jury 


E   N   C   E   S.  (IOj) 

that  the  profecutor  was  by  no  means 
obliged  to  defcribe  the  houiholder 
where  the  fact  was  committed;  yet 
having  done  fo,  they  were,  in  the 
llrictncfs  of  legal  proceedings,  oblig- 
ed to  prove  every  part  of  the  indict- 
ment, and  the  mifnomer  was  fatal. 
The  count  was,  therefore,  acquitted, 
and  be  bowed  refpectfully  and  re- 
tired. 

Count  Duroure  was  drcflcd  in  a 
fuit  of  black,  appears  to  be  about 
a 8  years  of  age,  and  has  very 
much  the  countenance  of  a  foreign- 
er, with  prominent  lips,  flat  nofe, 
&c.  Sec. 

1 9.  This  morning,  at  ten  o'clock, 
a  duel  was  fought  near  the  ftand  on 
Epfom  Downs,  by  Mr.  H.  D.  jun. 
banker,  of  Charing  Crofs,  and 
caption  Batterfby,  of  the  29th  regi- 
men; ;  the  former  attended  by  gene- 
ral Garth,  the  latter  by  lieutenant 
Bourkc,of  the  28th  regiment.  When 
they  came  to  the  ground,  it  was 
agreed  on,  between  the  feconds, 
that  the  principals  fliould  lland  at 
ten  yards  diltance.  Mr.  D.  fired 
the  firft  flior,  but  without  effect;  af- 
ter which  capt.  Batterfby  difcharg- 
ed  his  piftol,  the  contents  of  which 
entered  at  Mr.  D.'s  elbow,  and 
lodged  in  the  wrilr,  from  which  it  > 
was  immediately  extracted  by  Mr. 
Kennedy,  furgeon,  of  Great  Queen- 
ltrcct,  who  attended  on  the  part  of 
ciptain  Batterfby.  Mr.  J.  Hunter 
came  as  furgeon  to  Mr.  D.  but  did 
not  arrive  till  after  the  eperatxou 
was  performed  by  Mr.  Kennedy. 

The  following  letters  will  explain 
the  nature  of  this  tranfactton. 

Letter  I. 

For  the  Morning  Post. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  pain  that  I 
take  up  my  pen  thus  publicly  to  re- 
late a  transaction  which  lately  hap- 
pcued  ;  and  as  I  ftiall  confine  mylelf 
(G4)  to 
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to  facts,  the  public  will  make  fuch  by  four  o'clock  to-morrow  in  the 
comments  on  the  bufmefs  us  they  afternoon, 


44  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  S  r, 

"  Your  mwft  obedient  fervant, 
**  James  BattejisbVt" 

Free  Mafons  Tavern, 
Saturday  evening. 

*'  P.  S.  I  have  a  farther  claim 


think  fit. 

Mrs.  L,  a  lady,  whofc  htfbnnd  is 
in  a  difagrceablc  fuuai:on>  having  a 
horfc  todifpole  oft  employs  a  peifon 
ot  *the  name  of  John  Emcitun,  a 
rtablc-kccpcr,  in  the  builnei'r,  and 
who  accordingly  applies  to  Henry 
Drummond,  junior,  efq.  of  Charing 

Crofs,  who  agreed  to  give  forty  gui-  /on  you  for  your  cxprcflion  to  me, 
ncas  for  him,  provided  he  liked  him  Sit,  terming  my  letter  an  cxtraordi- 
on  trial;  an  J  it  !rc  (!v  uld  be  maim-  nary  one,  ^n  anfwer  having  come 
ed  or  blemiflu-d,  the  fame  Ihould  be  with  Mr.  Dmmmond's  poGtivc  re- 
paid. Mr.  D.  keeps  the  horfc  two  fu^l,  I  have  to  remark,  that  when 
days,  hunts  him,  and  returns  hjm  young  gentlemen  aft  improperly, 
lame,  with  five  guineas  for  the  ufc  ai,d  inftead  ot  behaving  with  fpinr, 
of  him. 

Mrs  Lf.  aflonifhed  at  fuch  bcha 
viour,  wrote  to  Mr.  ]\  by  Emer 
fon,  who  returns  her  noc  unread,  on 


being  informed  whom  it  came  horn  : 
thus  fmiatcd  was  the  atfi.ir  when  I 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumflances  j    r>ur,    fuppoling  Mr. 


confult  papa,  fuch  conduct  rendeis 
them  too  contemptible  for  even 
perfonpl  cha^tifemcnt.,, 

I  lent  this  by  my  fervant.  who  re- 
turned with  a  verbal  mefla^e,  that 
the  note  required  no  anfwer.  I 
had  nothing  now  left  but  to  Dublifli 
the  whole  trmfaclion,  which  ismoft 


Drummond  coojly  conndenng  mat-    rcluaam,    done  b  » 
ters,   would  not  reiulc  realisable  J   Tames  Bat- 

°  Capt  20threg  **' 

Free'  Ma  Tons  Tavern, 
Dec.  17,  1784. 

LETTER  II. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning 
Post, 

Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  my  publication  in 
Saturday's  Morning  Poft,  I  received 
impoinbic  1  could,  before  this  in-    the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Henry 
flame,  have  known  any  harm  of   DrUmmond,  junior, 
you,  fo  it  is  alio  incredible  that  I 
can  have  the  fvallert  enmity  to  you. 
The  afrnir  that  leads  me  now  to  ad- 
drefs  you  I  cing  come  to  a  point, 
you  have  only  to  «.hufe  whether  you 
will  pay  the  tony  guineas,  and  make 


already  much 
embarralfcd,  I  applied  to  hiin  fir  ft 
in  per  fon,  and  afterwards  by  letter, 
frut  Mr.  I),  peremptorily  retulVs, 
on  which  I  wrote  him  the  follow- 
ing letter : 
"bir, 

I  am  forty  to  be  peccllirated  to 
addrefs  you  a  third  time  upon  the 
iamefubjeel;  I  hope  you  will  do  me 
the  iuft'Ce  to  believe,  thar  as  it  is 


Co^oa  Tree  Coffee  houfc,  Pall 
Mall,  Dec.  18,  1784. 


«•  Si 


ir. 


**  In  a  letter  for  the  Morning 
Poft  or  this  morning,  frgned  James 


a  written  apology  'o    rs.  L-  01  have    B»uc<(by,  tapt.  29th  rcgimenr,  dat- 
the  affair  put  in  the  public  prints.       cd    7th  December,  from  the  Free* 
*«  I  fliaii  hoj>e  for  your  anfwer   Mafons  Tavern,  having  in  the  poft- 

Icrinr, 
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fcript  thefc  words :  44  That  an  an- 
fwer  having  come  with  Mr.  D.'s 
pofitUe  refufaL,  I  have  ro  remark, 
that,  when  young  gentlemen  ac~t 
improperly,  and  inrtcd  of  behav- 
ing with  Ipirit,  confult  p<pa,  fach 
conduct  renders  them  too  contempt* 
iblc  tor  even  pcrfonal  chafttfement." 
Now,  fir,  if  you  dare  avow  ycur- 
felf  the  author  of  the  above,  you 
will  not  fail  to  meet  me  this  even- 
ing; at  three  o'clock,  attended  by  a 
friend,  at  the  Ring  in  Hyde-Park, 
or  any  other  place  you  lhall  ap- 
point. 

I  am,  fir,  &c. 
Henry  Drummond,  jun." 

In  confecjuence  of  the  above,  we 
met  at  Epfom,  and  conciliatory 
meafures  having  failed,  holtilitica 
commenced.  As  the  public,  per 
haps,  may  think  my  conduct  in 
tnis  bufinefs  wanton,  I  therefore 
think  it  neceflbry  to  itatc,  that  ha*- 
ir.g  known  Mrs.  L.  from  her  youth, 
1  was  led  to  look  upon  her  as  my 
filler  :  her  forrows  naturally  became 
jny  own. 

Beauty  in  diftrefs  claims  fympa- 
thy  from  eveiy  heart,  (and  is,  I 
belie ve,  one  of  the  moll  powerful 
incitements  that  ever  actuated  a  hu- 
man bread  not  dead  to  lenhbility) 
how  then  could  I  fee  this  excellent 
creature  in  tears  without  fctking  to 
know  the  caufc,  and  cndcavouiing 
to  do  her  j  11  ft  ice  ? 

It  gives  me  pleafurc  to  aflcrt,  that 
Mr.  Drummond's  conduct  on  the 
ground  was  cool,  fpiiited,  determin- 
ed, and  gentlemanlike;  fvtfhYicntly 
fo,  to  do  away  any  ideas  to  his  pre- 
judice, refpect.ng  the  former  part 
©f  his  conduct. 

Thus,  from  the  petulant  dupli- 
city of  a  ftable- keeper,  an  amiable 
young  gentleman,  the  bof  es  of  a 


rcfpe<ftab!e  family,  had  nearly  been 
loii  to.lbciety ! 

James  Battfrsbv, 
Capt.  2yih  reg. 
Frce-Mafon's  Tavern, 
Sunday,  19th  Dec.  1784. 

20.  The  remains  of  the  muck 
lamented  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  were 
interred  in  Weltminller-abbey,  The 
proceffion,  confifting  of  a  hear  re  and 
fix  with  the  corpfe,  and  ten  mourn- 
ing coaches  and  four,  fet  out  from 
Bolt-court,  Flcetilreet,  a  few  mi- 
nutes alter  twelve  o'clock,  being 
followed  by  feveral  gentlemen's 
carriages,  moft  of  the^company  in 
which,  were  in  mourning.  At  one 
o'clock  the  corpfe  arrived  at  the 
abbey,  where  it  was  met  by  Dr. 
Taylor  (who  read  the  funeral  ler- 
vicc)  and  feveral  prebends,  and  con- 
ducted to  the  PoetVCorncr,  and 
laid  clofe  to  the  remains  of  David 
Gai  rick,  efq.  The  principal  mourn- 
ers on  this  folemn  occafion  were  fir 
Joihua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke,  fir  John  Hawkins,  Mr. 
Colman,  and  the  dece.ifed's  fair h t ul 
black  fervant.  There  were  prefent 
betides,  doctor  Horfiey,  general 
Paoli,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Malone, 
rev.  Mr.  Strahan,  -Mr.  Hoole,  Mr* 
Nichols,  and  other  diftinguimed 
pcrfons,  A  great  concourfc  of  peo- 
ple were  aiiemblcd,  who  behaved 
with  a  degree  of  decency  luitablc 
to  the  folemn  occafion. 

— .  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majeiry  by  Mr.  Recorder  of  the  con- 
victs under  fentcuce  of  death  in 
Newgate,  viz. 

George  Owen,  for  forging  and 
publifhing,  as  true,  a  certain  order 
to  the  aflay-maftcr  of  the  Golu*- 
fmith's  company,  for  the  delivery 
of  certain  filver  goods  left  for  the 
aflaying  and  marking,  with  intent 
to  defruudt 

Wil. 
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William  Ryan,  for  felonioufly 
perfonating  and  a  (fuming  the  name 
and  character  of  the  brother  of 
John  Harrifon,  late  a  fcamcn  on 
board  his  majcfty's  (hip  Iiis,  and 
adminiftering  to  a  will,  as  his  heir 
and  representative,  with  intent  to 
defraud  the  lawful  heirs  or  repre* 
fentatives  of  the  faid  John  Har- 
rifon. 

James  alias  Jofeph  Treble,  and 
George  Hands,  for  felonioufly  af- 
faulting  Edward  Ruttcr  on  the  high- 
way in  the  parifli  of  Grecnford, 
and  robbing  him  of  5s.  and  a  filver 
watch. 

Charlea  rHughes,  for  privately 
Healing  in  the  (hop  or  John  Wil- 
liamfon,  in  Holborn,  a  pair  offpun 
fiik  ftockings,  value  5$.  and  up- 
wards. 

William  Coombes  and  Thomas 
King,  for  felonioufly  being  at  large 
in  this  kingdom  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  feveral  terms  for  which 
they  were  ordered  to  be  tranfported. 

Elizabeth  Leonard,  for  feloni- 
oufly aflauiting  Hannah  Boardman 
(being  then  in  the  cuftody  of  the 
keeper  of  New  Prifon  for  an  af- 
fault)  putting  her  in  fear,  and  tak- 
ing from  her  perfon  4s.  6d.  the  pro- 
perty of  Samuel  Boardman. 

Thomas  Freeman,  for  forging  a 
promiflory  note  for  the  payment  of 
15I.  as  the  note  of  D.  Bowles  for 
Croft  and  Co.  to  Mr  Thomas  Wil- 
fon,  with  intent  to  defraud  Law- 
rence Pcarfon. 

William  Morrow  alias  Murry, 
for  flealing  a  large  fum  of  money, 
the  property  of  Mcfl*.  Drummond 
and  Co. 

Robert  Artz,  and  Thomas  Gore, 
for  privately  flealing  in  the  ihop  of 
Hyam  Hart,  in  the  parifh  of  Sr. 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  a  diamond 
ring,  two  enamelled  rings,  a  locket, 
&c. 
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Henry  Moore  and  Richard  Docid, 
for  felonioufly  aflaulting  John  Cot- 
ton, efq.  on  the  highway  near  Pop- 
lar, and  robbing  him  of  a  filk  purfe 
with  two  gold  Hides,  two  guineas, 
and  a  half  crown  piece. 

When  William  Coombes,  George 
Owen;  James  alias  Jofeph  Treble, 
Richard  Dodd,  Henry  Moore, 
George  Hands,  and  William  Ryan, 
were  ordered  for  execution  on  Wed- 
nefday  next. 

28.  J.  Macktntolh,  jun.  efq.  (hot 
himfelt  in  his  lodgings  at  one  of 
the  hotels  in  Covent-Garden»  He 
was  a  young  man  of  character  and 
dtflinclion,  lately  returned  from  the 
Eafl-Indies,  where  he  had  acquired 
a  genteel  competency  ;  but  from  the 
extravagancies  of  youth,  had  ex- 
pended his  fortune,  and  found  him- 
ielf  in  very  emba traded  circum- 
itances.  He  had  ruminated  on  his 
fate  with  the  greatefl  deliberation 
for  feycral  days,  and  had  conciliated 
his  mind  to  that  awful  and  horrible 
deftiny,  to  which  his  proud  fpirit 
and  preciptration  hurried  him. 
Having  written  fereral  letters  to  his 
friends,  and  one  to  a  paftry-cook 
under  the  Piazzas,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  about  2I.  and  whom  he 
ordered  to  call  on  a  certain  gentle- 
man on  Thurfday  next  for  pay- 
ment, mentioning  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  f  ijlol  ivas  at  hit  head,  he, 
with  the  greateft  compofure,  fcized 
the  fatal  inllrumcnr,  and  put  a  pe- 
riod to  his  existence.  He  was  a 
young  genticman  of  about  nineteen 
years,  upwards  of  fix  feet  high, 
and  of  a  handfome  and  agreeable 
afpect. 

29.  The  following  fix  malefac- 
tors were  executed  before  Newgare? 
William  Ryan,  for  perfonating  the 
brother  of  John  Harrifon,  late  of 
his  majefty's  Hup  I  (is,  and  admi- 
nirtering  to  a  counterfeit  will,  with 

intent 
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intent  to  defraud  fa  id  Harrifon  ; 
James  alias  Jofeph  Treble,  and 
George  Hands,  tor  robbing  Edward 
Rutter  on  the  highway  ot  a  watch 
and  five  (hillings ;  William  Coombes, 
for  being  at  large  before  the  expi- 
ration ot  the  time  for  which  he  had 
been  tranfported ;   Henry  Moore 
and  Richard  Dodd,  for  alfaulting 
John  Cotton,  ne*r  Poplar,  and  rob- 
bing him  of  a  lilk  purfe,  two  gui- 
neas, and  half  a  crown. — The  con- 
victs came  upon  the  fcafFold  foon 
after  day-light,  and  after  the  ufual 
time  employed  in  devotion,  during 
which  they  maniteiled  every  ap- 
pearance of  iincere  icpcntnnce,  the 
platform  dropped,  about  twenty  mi- 
nutes alter  eight  o'clock,  and  launch- 
ed them  into  eternity.    Moore  and 
Dodd  died  with  hands  clofely  clafped 
together,  and  they  did  not  fep.tra.te 
till  fomc  time  after  their  bodies  were 
quite  motionlefs.    Tuefday  morn- 
ing at  feven  o'clock  a  refpite  was 
delivered  to  the  keeper  of  Newgate 
for  George  Owen,  who  was  ordered 
to  be  executed  with  the  abovemcn- 
tioned  fufferers,  in  purfuance  ot  his 
fentcr.ee,  for  forging  and  publifliing 
an  order  for  the  delivery  of  fome 
lilver  work,  the  properiy  <>f  a  tradcf- 
roan  who  had  teut  it  to  be  afiayed 
and  marked. 

When  the  refpite  for  George 
Owen,  fent  from  lord  Sydne)*s 
ottice  ycfterday  morning,  anived  at 
Newgate,  the  unhappy  young  man 
was  haltered,  and  preparing  for  exe- 
cution. The  moment  he  received 
the  welcome  tiding*,  he  dropt  upon 
his  knees,  and  with  great  fervency 
returned  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for 
his  goodnefs.  May  fo  proper  an 
impreffion  have  its  due  etfccl ! 

The  unhappy  wretches  executed 
yefterday,  were  attended  by  Mr. 
Midford  Young,  the  under  (beriff, 
and  the  proper  officers. 


E   N   C   E  S.  (to7) 

BIRTHS  in  tlx  Tear  1784. 

December  2  4.  1 7  8  3 .  Her  fere  ne 
highnefs  the  princefs  of  Wirtem* 
berg,  of  a  princefs. 
r  February  a.  The  right  hon.  the 
countefs  of  Wcftmoreland,  of  a 
fon. 

4.  The  right  hon.  lady  Algernon 
Percy,  of  two  fons. 

ia.  The  right  hon.  lady  vif- 
ountefs  Maitland,  of  a  fon. 

14.  The  right  hon.  lady  LouHa 
Mucdonald,  of  a  fon. 

March  23.  The  right  hon.  lady 
-St.  John,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

May  2.  Her  royal  highnefs  prin- 
cefs Sophia  Frcdcrica,  confort  to 
prince  Frederic  of  Denmark,  of  a 
daughter. 

7.  The  lady  of  Philip  Yorket 
efq.  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

June  1 7.  The  right  hon.  lady  vif- 
countefs  Chcwton,  of  a  fon  and 
heir. 

July  ic.  The  right  hon.  the 
countefs  Tract cair,  of  a  fon. 

2 1 .  Lady  Francis  Alicia  Benyon, 
of  a  (on. 

Au^ujl  6.  Vifcountcfs  Stormonr, 
of  a  fon. 

10.  Lady  of  bis  grace  the  lord 
archbiftiopof  Cafhcl,  of  a  fon, 

—  Countefs  of  Leiccftcr,  of  a 
daughter. 

24.  Lady  of  the  right  hon.  Wil- 
liam Eden  of  a  daughter. 

— .  Lady  Page,  of  a  daughter. 

September  2.  Duchcfs  of  Beaufort, 
of  a  fon. 

1 3 .  Hereditary  princefs  of  Baden, 
of  a  prince* 

0*7.  9.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Francia 
Talbot,  brother  to  the  earl  of 
Shrew  (bury,  of  a  daughter. 

14.  The  princefs  ot  Anurias,  of 
a  fon. 

— .  Lady  of  lord  George  Caven- 
difh,  of  a  fon. 

i6.  Right 
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t6.  Right  hon.  lady  Dcerhurfl,  June  9.  The  ri^ht  hon.  lord  Sal- 
of  afon  and  heir  ,ou„,  to  Mils  Frufcr,  darter  to 

22.  m-J.duchcft  of  Milan,  of  a   Si.no,,  Frafcr,  efq.' 

p,iDfC<T*  1     ft.         ,r          r  I8;  bright  hon.  lord  Landaff, 

a8.  Lady  ot  the  grand  fignor,  of  to  lady  Catherine  Skeftington,  filter 

a  pnncefs.  to  the  c.vl  ot'  Maiurene. 

AW.  :i.  Lady  vifcountefs  Gal-  2S.  The  hon.  George  Ferdinand 

way,  ot  a  daughter.  Fi.z.oy,  eldett  fon  of  lord  Soutu- 

7.  Lady  of  the  hon.  John  By ng,  ampion,  to  Mifs  Keppcl.  daughter 

«  a  »oR«  10  the  tare  bi(hop  of  Exeter. 

29.  Lady  Lc\v;fhtm,  of  a  fon.  29.  The  right  hon.  lord  vifcount 

Dec  ,  2.  Ki^ht  hon.  lady  Frances  Falmouth,  to'  Mifs  Crewe,  datigh- 

M.»rgan,  ot  a  daughter.  ter  of  John  Crewe,  efq.  of  Bjlcf- 

Latcly t  the  grand  duchefs  of  Ruf-  worth-Cattle,  in  Chefl.ire. 

fit,  ot'  a  prn  els.  7*tyi\  Cumberland,  efq. 

14.   Qyecn   of   Naples,    of  a  to  Mifs  Hobart,  daughter  of  the 
ptmcefs.  hon.  Mr.  Hobart. 
 '   2i-   The   right   hon.  William 

MARRIAGES  in  the  1'ear  1784.  }*>':ham.  brother  to  the  carl  of 

^  .    rrM           '  *  Egremcmr,  to  Mils  Harford,  nntu- 

Ja«uan  9.  Col.  rhomas  Dun-  ral  daughter  of  lord  Baltimore,  and 

das,  of  Fiu-aik,  to  lady  Elizabeth  late  Mrs.  Morris. 

Eleonora  Home,  eldcit  daughter  of  2$.  Gabriel  Piozzi,  erq.  to  Mr*, 

the  earl  of  Home.  Thrale,   relict  of  the  late  Hcnty 

Feb.  c.   1  he  hon.  and  rev.  Ed-  Thrale,  efq. 

ward*  Vcnahlci  Vernon,   to   lady  31.  James  Tail,  efq.  to  the  right 

AnneLevelon  Govver  non.  l;iay  jnnct  Sinclair,  fiflcr  to 

26.  John  Boyd,  efq.  fon  of  fir  the  carl  of  Ca'uhnef's. 

John  Boyd,  barr.  to  ...if*  Hurley,  ^«    6.  Thomas  Ord,  -fq.  to 


daughter  to  the  right  Hon.  Thomas 
liar  ley. 

April  13.  The  right  hon.  lord 
Napier,  to  Mifs  Clavering,  eldeit 
daughter  of  lir  Thomas  Claverin 
hart. 


Mrs.  Broderick,  widow  ot  Edwatd 
Broderick,  efq. 

11.  Right  hon.  lord  B*lgonie, 
cldcit  fon  of  the  earl  of  Leven  and 
Melville,  to  Mils  Thornton,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Thornton,  efq.  of  Clap-i 


May  c.  A  private  foldier  in  his  ham. 
M;ijcily»s  roy.l  regiment  of  horfe-       ,7.  The  hon.  admiral  Digby,  to 
guards,  to  i  dy  L»gomer,  the  di-    " 1 
Torced  wife  ot  lord  Ligonicr. 

— .  Byron,  c  q.  to  the  hon. 

Mils  Talbot,  niece  to  tac  carl  of 
Shrew  (bury. 

7.  The  rght  bon.  lord  Ciive,  to 
the  rii»ht  h*;o.  I  .dv  Henrietta  Hcr- 


Mrs.  Jauncy,  cldcrt  daughter  of 
Andrew  Elliot,  efq.  late  governor 


governor 
C  ran  field 


bcit,  lifter  to  the  carl  of  1'  wis. 

14.  Captain  llervcy,  of  the  »oy.il 
»»▼}',  to  the  right  hon.  lady  Louifa 
Nugent,  daughter  to  eatl  Nuguit, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 


of  New  York. 

J  1.  Tiie  hon. 
Berkeley,  one  ot  the  reprefentatives 
in  parliament  for  the  county  of 
Glouceilcr,  to  the  hon.  Mil's  Char- 
lotte Lenox,  daughter  of  lord 
George  Lenox,  brother  to  the  duke 
ot  Richmond. 

2S.  Lord  St.  Afaph,  fon  to  the 
earl  of  Afliburnham,  to  the  hoo. 

Miff 
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Mifs  Thynnc,  third  daughter  of 
lord  vifcuunt  Weymouth. 

Sept.  9.  Richard  Pepper  Ardcn, 
efq.  his  majellyV  attorney-general, 
to  Mifs  YVilbraham  Bootle,  cldelt 
daughter  of  Richard  Wilbraham 
Bootle,  efq. 

i\.  Montagu  Wilfon,  cfq.  to 
Mtfs  Hobart,  elded  daughter  or  the 
hon.  Henry  Hobart,  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Buckingham. 

28.  Prince  Charles  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  Strclita,  fecond  brother  to 
her  mnjetty,  to  princefs  Charlotte, 
of  Hefle-Caflel. 

Oa,  1.  Honourable  capt.  Dou- 
glas, of  the  lirft  regiment  of  toot- 
guards,  to  Mifs  Lafcclles. 

N*i\  10.  Richard  Langley,  efq. 
to  Mifs  Dorothy  Willoughby,  a 
daughter  of  the  right  hon.  Henry 
lord  MidVdeton. 

16.  E  rl  of  Enllon,  cldeft  fon  of 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  to  lady  Ho- 
ratia  Waldcgrave,  fecond  daughter 
of  the  duchefs  of  Glouceftcr,  and 
filler  to  the  prcfent  counted  ot  \V*I- 
degra^e. 

18.  Reginald  Pole  Carew,  efr. 
to  Mifs  Jemima  Yorke,  only  daugh- 
ter of  the  hop.  J-  •  n  Yo<ke. 

24.  Major  Charles  Boyd,  uepbcw 
to  the  earl  of  Errol,  to  Mi 6  Halli- 
burton. 

2v  Chrillopher  Barnard,  efq.  to 
Mifs  Fanny  Oargcs,  niece  to  lord 
vifcount  Barringron. 

29.  Thomas  Bovct,  efq.  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  S-ymour,  daughter  of  the 
right  hon.  and  rev.  )0»d  Fran  is 
Sty  moor,  and  niece  10  the  duke  ot 
Sonier  fet. 
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Dec.      1-83.  In  the  eighth  ye.r 
of  her  age,  her  royal  highnels  midc  - 
lie  ot  France,  daughter  of  the 
count  u'Arko;s.     [la  our  Occur- 


renecs  for  17  S3,  this  princeft  was 
faid  by  miiake  to  be  daughter  to 
the  molt  Chriltian  king.) 

Lately,  the  right  turn.  John  earl 
and  baron  of  Wamicstord  in  Ire- 
land, baron  of  Cauicoraer,  and  a 
baronet.    The  title  is  cxtincF. 

— .  In  the  70th  >eir  of  her  age, 
her  royal  highnc.s  Frederica  Louita, 
margravine  dowager  of  Branden- 
burgh  Anfpach,  mother  to  the 
reigning  margrave,  and  tiller  to  tlm 
king  of  Prufli  1. 

'Jan.  8.  The  hon.  John  Damer, 
only  brother  to  Jofeph  lord  Milton. 

9.  In  the  ^8th  year  of  his  age,  fir 
George  Savile,  baronet,  defcended 
from  the  Saviles,  marquifes  of  Ha- 
lifax.   The  title  is  extinct 

10.  The  hon.  Letitia  Smdya. 
daughter  to  Samuel,  firli  lord 
Sandys 

it.  The  right  hon.  fir  Edward 
Walpolc,  fecond  fon  of  Robert  firft 
earl  of  Orford,  knight  of  the  Bith, 
and  a  privy  councilor  iu  Ireland. 
He  wai,  f.rft,  fecrctary  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  o»"  Ireland  ;  then  joint 
j'tcrerary  to  u.e  t  re*  fury  ;  and,  iaft- 
ly,  clerk  of  the  pells  in  his  majefry's 
exchequer  Sir  Edward  was  never 
married,  but  has  lett  three  illegm- 
mate  daughters,  1.  The  relict  of 
biihop  Keppel  ;  2.  Maria,  married, 
fir  ft,  to  James,  earl  Waluegrave,  and, 
fecond Iv,  to  his  royal  highncfc  the 
1:  jke  ot'Glouceiier  ;  3. The  countefs 
of  Dyfart. 

1  5.  In  the  Soth  year  ot  her  age, 
the  rgh t  hon.  the  countefs  dowager 
t.f  H  an-,  i\.ictor  William  can  of 
H  >-ne. 

23.  At  Flounce,  in  the  6 1  ft  year 
ol  h.s  ape,  Chaac*  Kdward  Loui* 
Suwart,  eldeft  Ion  or"  James  Francis 
Edward  Sicw.irr,  the  only  furvivi  »g 
ion  of  king  James  II.  He  ci-d 
without  illuc,  and  has,  left  behind 
him  an  only  brother,  Henry  Be- 
nedict, born  Feb.  23,  17  a?,  bi- 
lbo* 
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(hop  of  Corinth,  and  cardinal  of  the  rolls,  and  member  of  his  ma-  ^ 

York.  jc^y's.    rao^    honourable  privy 

26.  In  the  30th  year  of  her  age,  council, 
the  right  hon.  Amelia,  baroncfs  8.  The  right  hon.  Catharine, 
Corners,  only  furviving  child  of  the  countefs  dowager  of  Litchfield,  re- 
late earl  of  Holdernefle.    She  was  lift  of  Robert,  laft  earl  of  Litch- 
firft  married  to  Francis  Godolphin  iitld. 

Olborne,  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  '  1  c.  The  rev.  Thomas  Franklin, 
by  whom  flie  had  two  fons  and  a  D.  D.  rector  of  B raited,  in  Kent, 
daughter ;  and  being  divorced,  (he  and  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his  ma- 
married,  fecondly,  the  hon.  capt.  jefty.  He  had  formerly  been  fellow 
Byron,  only  fon  of  admiral  Byron,  of  Trinity  college  in  Cambridge, 
She  is  fuccecded  in  her  title  by  and  Greek  profeflbr  in  that  univer- 
George  William  Frederic  Olborue,  fitv.  He  was  the  author  of  tranf- 
bcr  eldeft  fon  by  the  marquisof  Car-  lations  of  Phalaris,  Sophocles  and 
mart  hen.  Lucian,  and  forae  tragedies. 

30.  The  right  hon.  Henry  Lid-  April  2.  The  right  hon.  lady 

del,  lord  Ravenfworth.    He  has  Anne  Purves,  filler  to  Hugh,  earl 

left  iffue  one  daughter,  married,  of  Marchmont. 

,  firft,  to  the  duke  of  Grafton  ;  and,  3.  The  right  hon.  Cadwallader 

being  divoreed,  flic  married,   fe-  Davis,  lord  Bhyney,  of  the  king- 

condly,  to   the   earl    of   Upper  doin  of  Ireland.    The  title  is  ex- 

OiTory.  tine*. 

Lately,  at  Halifax,  in  Nova  Sco-  — .  The  right  hoo.  John,  lord 

tia,   the  right  hon.  lord  Charles  Annaly,  ot*  rhe  kingdom  of  Ire- 

Grevile  Montague,  fon  to  the  late  land,  lord  chief  jultice  of  the  court 

and  brother  to  the  prefect  duke  of  of  King's  Bench,  and  one  of  his 

"Manchefter.  majefly's   molt   honourable  privy 

2"V3.  13.  In  the  71ft  year  of  his  counfcllors  in  that  kingdom, 

age,  the  rev.  Jeremiah  Millcs,  D.  D.  4.   Mrs.  Wilkes,  wife  of  John 

dean  of  Exeter,  and  prefideut  of  the  Wilkes  cfq.  alderman  of  Farring- 

foctety  of  antiquaries.  don  Ward  without,  chamberlain  of 

19.  In  the  83d  year  of  his  age,  the  city  of  London,  and  member  of 

the  rev.  Thomas  Morel,    D.  D.  parliament  for  the  county  of  Mid- 

F.  R.  and  A.  S.  S.  rector  of  Buck-  dldcx. 

land,  in  Hertfordlhire,  and  feerc-  10.  In  the  77th  year  of  her  age, 

tary  to  the  fociety  of  antiquaries,  the  right  hon.  Elizabeth,  countefs 

He  was  the  editor  ol  Ainfwonh's  of  Mansfield,  daughter  to  Daniel, 

Latin  Dictionary.  fixth  earl  of  Winchclfea. 

21.  Sir  Robert  Harland,  baronet,  14.  The  right  hon.  James,  lord 

admiral  of  the  Blue.  Rollo,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

jr.  The  right  hon.  Caroline,  ba-  1$.  The  rev.  Thomas  Wilfon, 

rone  Is  Forreller,  of  the  kingdom  of  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Wcftminftcr, 

Scotland,  rclift  of  the  late  George  and  rector  of  St.  Stephen's,  Wal- 

Cockburne,  efq.  comptroller  of  the  brook.    He  was  the  only  furviving 

navy     She  is  fuccecded  in  her  title  fon  of  Dr.  Thomas  Wilfou,  lord 

by  her  only  daughter  Anne  Alary  bilhop  of  Sodor  and  Man. 

Cockburne.  — .  In  the  76th  year  of  his  age, 

March  6.    The  right  hon.   fir  his   fercne    high  nets  Maximilian 

Thomas  Sewel,  knight,  mailer  of  Frederic,  count  of  Konigfcgg  Ro- 

then- 
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thenfells,  trchbifhop  and  elc&or  of 
Cologne,  and  bilhop  of  Munfter. 

1 6.  On  board  the  Sandwich 
p.»cker,  in  his  p«drage  from  Nevis* 
Richard  Oliver,  elcj.  formerly  an 
alderman,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  the  city  of  London. 

2..  The  princefs  of  Tour  and 
Taxis,  confort   of  the  prince  of 
Ocrcinguen. 

26.  Prince  Francis  Adolphus,  of 
Anhalt  Bemburg  Schambourg. 

27.  The  right  hon.  David  Dai- 
ry mole. 

28.  The  right  hon.  the  counters 
of  Waldegravc,  filler  to  earl  Gower. 

30.  The  prince  bilhop  of  Liege. 

May  2.  The  honourable  Mifs  Bur- 
re  1,  only  daughter  of  fir  Peter  Burrel 
and  lady  Willoughby  of  Erefby. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  the  counter* 
of  Kingfton,  lady  to  the  prefent  earl, 
and  mother  to  lord  Kinglborough. 

24.  Catharine  dowager  lady  vif- 
countefs  Nctterville,  mother  to  the 
prefent  lord  vi (count  Nctterville. 

June  3.  The  right  hon.  Wilhel- 
mina  Catharina  dowager  lady  King, 
daughter  of  John  Troy,  cfq.  of 
Brabant. 

4.  Hon.  Mrs.  Needham,  filter  to 
the  prefent  lord  vifcount  Kilmorcy. 

8.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
dowager  of  Eflex,  mother  of  the  pre- 
sent earl  of  Eflex,  and  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  fecond  duke  of  Bed- 
ford* 

1 1.  Right  hon.  Catharine,  coun- 
tefs dowager  of  Egmont,  filler  to 
the  earl  of  Northampton.  The 
Irifli  barony  of  Arden,  enjoyed  by 
her  ladylhip  in  her  own  right,  de- 
scends to  her  eldcft  fon,  the  hon. 
George  Perceval,  now  lord  Arden. 

15.  Sir  Barnard  Turner,  knigl.t, 
alderman  of  Cordwaincrs*  Ward, 
and  one  or  the  rcprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  South- 
war  k. 

17.  The  hon.  David  Stuart,  fon 


of  the  late,  and  brother  to  the  pre- 
fent  earl  of  Moray.  * 

— .  Sir  George'  Vandeput,  fo 
noted  for  his  oppofition  in  1749,  to 
the  prefent  earl  Gower,  as  a  candii 
date  for  Weftminfter. 

28.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
dowager  Harrington. 

Lately,  hon.  Redmond  Moires, 
brother  to  the   late  lord  Mount-* 
mori  cs,  and  member  of  patliament 
for  the  city  of  Dublin. 

JuJyg.   Matthew  Buckle,  e*q. 
admiral  of  the  blue. 

14.  Mrs.  Mary  Dodd,  relic*  of 
the  late  unfortunate  Dr.  Dodd. 

18.  Lord  Guernfey,  only  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Aylesford. 

24.  The  hon.  Mrs.  Walpolc,  wife 
to  the  hon.  Robert  Walpole,  his 
majelry's  envoy  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  a^  the  court  ot  Por- 
tugal. 

Aug,  3.  In  the  8 2d  year  of  her 
age,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Diwney,  relic* 
of  the  hon.  and  rev.  Godfrey  Daw- 
ncy. 

Lately,  prince  Frederic,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Heflc. 

— .  His  ferene  highnefs  princ« 
Charles  Auguftus  Frederic,  only 
fon  of  the  duke  of  Deuxponts. 

10.  In  the  71 A  year  of  his  age, 
Allan  R  a  inlay,  ciq.  principal  por- 
trait-painter to  their  majelties. 

Sept.  2.  Lady  Campbell,  reiicl  of 
lord  William  Campbell. 

5.  Mifs  Lin  ley,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Linlcy,  manager  of  Drury-lanc 
theatre- 

6.  George  Alexander  Stevens, 
author  of  the  celebrated  lecture  on 
heads. 

9.  Hon.  J.  Smith  Barry,  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Barrymore. 

17.  John  ea'l  Tylney,  of  the 
-  kingdom  of  Ireland.    Tue  title  is 
extinct. 

29.   Lady   Catharine  Gordon, 

eldeft 


Digitized  by  Google 


(iiz)                 PRINCIPAL  [,?g4, 

deleft  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Abcr-  age,  Mrs.  Hare,  reli&  df  the  la»e 

tleen.  bilhop  of  Chiehcftcr. 

Lately  honourable  Mr.  Lcggc,  a  i  <.  In  the  ,6th  year  of  his  age, 

younger  fon  of  the  carl  or  Dart-  Dr.  Samuel  Jehnfoii. 

mouth.  29.  ;n  the  89th  year  of  his  age, 

0#.  9.  Lndy  Anne  ^clon,  lady  of  the  right  hon.  fir  Thomas  Parker, 

(ir  Richard  Acton,  and  daughter  of  formerly  lord  chief  baron  of  hi* 

the  carl  of  Stamford.  majefty's  court  of  Exchequer. 

ie.  The  right  hon.  John,  earl  of 

^VaVdegrave,    vifcount   Chcwton,  ~~  ~~ 

mafter  of  the  horfe  to  her  majefty,  PROMOTIONS  in  the  Tear  1784. 
col.  of  the  Coldftream  regiment  of 

foot-guards,  governor  of  Plymouth,  Dec.  20.   1783.    Evcrard  Faw- 

a  general  ot  his  majefty's  forces,  kener,   efq.   to  be  one  of  his  mj- 

and  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  jefty's  commifiianers  for  the  ibmp- 

Eflex.  duties. 

27.  The  right  hon.  countefs  dow-  26.  The  right  hon.  James  Gren- 
ager  Delawar.      .  ville,  to  be  of  his  majefty's  moft 

28.  Princefs  Juliana  Maria,  daugh-  honourable  privy-coun.  il 

ter  of  prince  Frederic,  brother  to  30.  Thomas  Pitt,  efq.  the  dig- 

bis  Danifti  majefty.  nirv  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of 

Lately*  the  right  hon.  fir  Henry  Great  Briton,  by  the  title  of  lord 

Aylmer,  baron  of  Balrath.  Camrlford,  baron  of  Boconnoc,  in 

— .    John  King,  the  companion  the  county  of  Cornvval. 

and  friend  of  the  celebrated  captain  31.  Hcneaije,  earl  of  Aylesford, 

Cook.  Thomas,   loid   Wnliingham,  and 

Nov.  6.   Richard  Ofwald,  efq.  the  right  hon.  William  Wyndham 

lately  his  majefty's  miniftcr  pleni-  Grevillc,  to  be  of  his  majclry's  moft 

potentiary  at  Paris,  to  fettle  a  treaty  honourable  privy-council, 

of  peace  with  the  commitlioners  of  — .  Thomas,  earl  of  Clarendon,  to 

the  United  States  of  America.  be  chancellor  of  the  duchy  and 

11.  I  he  infant  don  Carlos,  eldeft  co.mty  palatine  of  Lancafter. 

fon  of  the  prince  of  Afturias.  Lately,    William  Mitford,  efq. 

12.  The  hon.  Mifi  Louifa  Chef-  to  be  a  chief  clerk  of  the  board  of 
wynd,  daughter  of  lord  vifcount  treafury,  vice  F.  Reynolds,  efq. 
Chetvvynd.  — .  Rev.   Ifaac  Milncr,    M.  A. 

15.  Anne,  countefs*  of    Dun-  F.  R.  S.  elefied  Jackfonian  profcf- 

donald.  iir,  in  the  univcriity  of  Cambridge. 

21.  The  mod  noble  Catherine,  — .  Rer.    Herbert  Randolph, 

duchefs  of  Norfolk,  cunfort  to  the  LL.B.  to  be  a  prebendary  of  Sa- 

prcfent  duke.  rum. 

— .  Sir  J  homas  Frankland,  bart.  — .Rev.  Thomas  Drake,  B  IX 

admiral  of  ihe  white.  to  be  chaplain  to  the  arclibiftlop  of 

25.  The  right  hon.  Anne,  count-  Canterbury, 

efs  of  Droghcda.  Jan.  1.  Philip,  earl  of  CbcfW- 

Lau  lv,  the  lady  of  lord  MafTcy.  field,  to  be  his  majefty's  a mhafTidor 

— *  The  marchionefsof  Accoram-  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary 

bani,  ft  »er  to  fir  William  Murray.  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

Dec.  6*.  In  Uie  84th  year  of  her  2.  Arthur  Stanhope,  efq.  to  be 

his 
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his  majefty's  fecrctary  of  erabafly  to 
the  king  of  Spain. 

— .  Hcneage  earl  of  Aylesford*; 
to  be  captain  of  the  yeomen  of  his 
majefty's  guard. 

— .  George  lord  de  Ferrari,  to  be 
captain  of  his  majefty's  band  of  gen- 
tlemen penfioners. 

— *  John  earl  of  Galloway,  to  be 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  ma- 
jefty's bed-chamber. 

6.  Charles  earl  of  Tankerville, 
and  Henry  Frederic  lord  Carteret, 
to  the  office  of  poft-mafter  general. 

— .  Tht  right  hon.  Sir  George 
Yonge,  ban.  to  be  his  majefty's  ie- 
cretary  at  war. 

7.  Philip  earl  of  Cbeftcrfield,  to 
be  of  his  majefty's  nioft  honourable 
privy  council. 

9.  Lieutenant-colonel  Henry  A u- 
guftus  Montagu  Coft>y,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  knighthood. 

13/The  right  hon*  Thomas  Kel- 
ly, to  be  one  of  the  juftices  of  the 
court  of  Common  Fleas  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  4>icc  Godfrey  Pitt, 
efq.  deceafed. 

— .  Sir  Samuel  Bradftreet,  bnrt* 
Alexander  Crookfhank,  efq.  and  Pe- 
ter Metge,  efq<  to  be  juftices  of  the 
courts  of  King's  Bench  and  Com- 
mon Pleas,  and  a  baron  of  the  court 
of  Exchequer  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  refpetfively,  in  addition  to 
the  number  of  juftices  heretofore 
appointed  for  the  faid  courts. 

16.  Barnard  Turner,  efq.  alder- 
man and  one  of  the  fhefiffs  of  the 
city  of  London,  to  the  honour  of 
knighthood. 

17.  Samuel  Eftwick,  efq.  to  be 
fecretary  and  regifter  to  the  royal 
Wpital  at  Chellea* 

20.  George  Augufhis  Selwyn, 
efq.  to  the  office  of  furvcyor  ot  his 
majefty's  caftles,  honours,  lands,  and 
woods,  in  England*  [Thcfe  two  ar- 
ticles were  improperly  infened  in 

1784/ 
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the  promotions  of  the  preceding 
year.] 

31.  Hugh  duke  of  Northumber- 
land, to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of 
the  kingdom  ot  Great  Britain",  bv 
the  title  of  lord  Lovaine,  baron  of 
Alnwick  in  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, during  his  natural  life, 
with  remainder  to  his  fecond  fony 
lord  Algernon  Percy. 

— *.  The  right  hon.  Henry  Fre- 
deric Carteret,  to  the  dignity  of  ar 
baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  the  title  of  baron  Carteret 
of  Hawnes  in  the  county  of  Bed- 
ford, with  remainder  to  die  fecond 
and  other  fons  of  lord  rifcount  Wey* 
mouth. 

— .  EdWard  Eliot t  cfq.  to  the 
dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of 
baron  Eliot  of  St*  Gerroains  in  the 
county  of  Cornwal* 

— .  Richard  Gairion,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  his  majefty's  com  mi  fli oners 
for  the  management  of  the  duties  on 
felt* 

— .  Thomas  Aftle,  efq.  to  the  of- 
fice of  keeper  of  the  rolls  and  records 
of  the  court  of  chancery  in  the 
tower  of  London. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  TfaaeBarrc, 
to  be  clerk  of  the  pells  in  the  court 
of  exchequer. 

— .  Reverend  Thomas  Taylor* 
LL.  B.  elected  profeflbr  of  civil 
law  in  Grefhannr  college. 

Feb,  9.  Lord  George  Henry  Le- 
nox, to  be  of  his  majefty's  mod  ho- 
nourable privy  council. 

10.  The  earl  of  Effingham,  tor 
the  oflice  of  mafter  and  worker  of 
bis  majefty's  miut. 

—  Lord  George  Henry  Lenox, 
to  be  conftable  of  the  tower  of 
London  and  his  majefty's  lieutenant 
and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the  tower 
hamlets. 

— *  The  honourable  John  Tho- 
(H)  ma* 
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fna^Toirttlhend,  to  be  ooe  of  his 
majefty's  under  fecrctaries  of  ftate 
for  the  home  department. 

— .  Sir  Edmund  Affleck,  ban.  to 
be  rear  admiral  of  the  blue. 

1 1.  Charles  duke  of  Rutland,  to 
be  lieutenant-general  and  general* 
governor  of  his  majefty's  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

13.  The  prince  of  Wales  has 
been  pleated  to  make  the  following 
appointments  in  his  royal  bighnefs's 
houfliold,  viz. 

Colonel  Hulfe,  to  be  comptroller 
of  the  houfoold. 

Colonel  Stereos  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Sc.  Leger,  to  be  grooms  of 
the  bed  •chamber* 

Major  Ch orchil  and  the  honour- 
able captain  Ludlow,  to  be  equerries. 

a  1.  The  reverend  William  Bul- 
ler,  D.  D.  to  the  dignity  of  dean  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Exeter,  vice 
Dr  Jeremiah  Milfes. 

- — .  The  reverend  George  Prety- 
man,  M.  .  to  the  dignity  of  a  pre- 
bendary of  the  collegiate  church  of 
Wefttrrinfter,  vict  the  reverend  Wil- 
liam Stockwood. 

— .  The  reverend  Edward  Wil- 
fon,  M.  A.  to  the  dignify  of  a  pre- 
bendary of  his  majefty's  free  cha- 
pel of  Wiudfor,  vie*  Dr.  William 
Buller. 

— ..  Lieutenant-general  William 
Auguftus  Pitt,  to  be  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majefty's  land  forces  in 
Ireland. 

33.  Benjamin  Thompfon,  efq.  co- 
lonel of  his  majefty'a  regiment  of 
American  dragoons,  and  James  Pa- 
tey,  efq.  flicrirT  of  the  county  of 
Bucks,  to  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood. 

24.  Richard  earl  of  Mornington, 
and  Thomas  Orde,  efq.  to  be  of  his 
majefty's  moft  honourable  privy- 
council  for  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land.  2 
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— .  Thomas  Orde,  efq.  appointed 
by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
be  his  chief  fecrerary. 

28.  Richard  earl  of  Shannon, 
George  vifcount  Mount  Edgcumbev 
and  Thomas  lord  Waiftngbam,  to 
the  office  of  vice-treafurer  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

— .  Pavid  Reid,  efq.  to  be  one  of 
his  majefty's  commiflioners  for  the 
receipt  and  management  of  the  cus- 
toms and  other  duties  in  Scotland* 

March  5.  Jofliua  John  lord  Ca- 
rvsfort,  inverted  a  knight  of  the  moft 
ifluftrious  order  of  St.  Patrick. 

8.  William  Frafer,  Stephen  Cot- 
trel,  and  Evan  Nepean,  enquires,  to 
be  commiflioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  keeper  of  the  privy  feal. 

— .  John  Eden  for  Heathcote,  efq. 
(heriff  of  the  county  of  Staftord,  to 
the  honour  of  knighthood. 

16.  James  Stanley,  efq.  barrifter 
at  law,  to  be  fteward  and  one  of  the 
judges  of  his  majefty's  palace  court 
of  Weftminfter. 

— •  George  earl  of  Orford  to  the 
office  of  ranger  and  keeper  of  St. 
James's  Park. 

20.  Anthony  Merry,  eftj.  to  be 
his  majefty's  conful  at  Malaga. 

27.  Ralph  Heathcote,  efq.  his 
majefty's  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
the  elector  of  Cologne,  to  be  alfo 
his  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  tho 
landgrave  of  Hefle  CafTel.  * 

— .  The  reverend  Claudius  Cri» 
gan,  A.  B.  nominated  by  the  duchefa 
dowager  of  Athol  to  be  bifhop  of 
the  iue  of  Man  and  Sodor,  vice  Dr. 
George  Mafon,  and  confirmed  by 
his  majefty. 

— .  Robert  lord  vifcount  Galway, 
to  be  comptroller  of  his  majefty's 
houfhold. 

— .  The  right  honourable  Wil- 
liam Wyndham  Grenville  and  Con- 
ftantinc  John  lord  Mulgrave,  to  the 
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office  of  receiver  and  pay  matter- ge- 
neral of  his  majefty's  force*. 

— .  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq.  to  the 
office  of  niaftcr  or  keeper  of  the 
rolls  or  records  in  chaucery,  vice 
Sir  Thomns  Scwel. 

28.  Richard  Hopkins,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  his  majclly's  comrtiilfioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  high  ad- 
miral, vice  John  Modyfotd  Hey- 
wood,  efq. 

29.  The  hon.  Richard  Howard, 
appointed  by  the  queen  to  be  fecre- 
tary  and  comptroller  of  her  majef- 
ty's houfhold. 

30.  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  efq. 
to  be  his  majefty's  attorney  general, 
vice  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq. 

— .  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  efq. 
to  the  feveral  offices  of  chitf  jultice 
of  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and 
Montgomery,  and  juftice  of  the 
counties  of  Chefter  and  Flint,  vice 
Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq. 

— .  The  hon.  James  Luttrel,  to 
the  office  of  matter  furveyor  of  his 
majefty's  ordnance. 

April  2  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq.  to 
be  of  his  majelly's  moll  honourable 
privy  council. 

3.  Sir  Richard  Reyncl,  bart.  to 
be  one  of  his  majelly's  com  million- 
ers  for  the  management  of  the  du- 
ties on  fait. 

7.  Archibald  Macdonald,  efq.  to 
be  his  majefty's  foliciror  general,  v'ue 
Richard  Pepper  Arden. 

10.  The  reverend  Folliot  Herbert 
Walker  Cornewal,  M.  A.  to  the  dig- 
city  of  a  prebendary  of  his  majelly's 
free  chapel  of  Windfor,  vice  Dr. 
Thomas  Hurdis. 

14.  Henry  Thomas  Gott,  of 
Newiands  in  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham, to  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood. 

*  16.  Robert  lord  vifcount  Gal- 
way,  to  be  of  his  majefty's  moft  ho- 
nourable privy  council. 

23.  Cooftantine  John  lord  Mul- 
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grave,  to  be  of  his  majefty's  moft 
honourable  privy  council 

26.  The  tight  honourable  John 
Foftcr,  to  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

27.  The  reverend  William  Cleav- 
er, to  the  dignity  of  a  ptebendary  of 
his  majefty's  collegiate  church  of 
Weft  minder,  vice  dotfor  Thomas 
Willbn. 

— .  Ifaac  Heard,  efq.  to  be  gar- 
ter principal  king  of  arms,  vice 
Ralph  Biglaud,  efq. 

28.  L'aniel  Haiies,  efq.  to  be  his 
majefty's  minifter  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  of  Vcrfailles,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  duke  of  Dorfet. 

30.  The  honourable  lieurenam- 
colonel  Henry  Fitzroy  Stanhope, 
appointed  by  the  prince  of  Wales 
to  be  a  groom  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs's  bed-chamber. 

May  n.  George  lord  Abergaven- 
ny, to  the  dignities  of  vifcount  and 
eirl  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bii- 
tan,  by  the  tiile  of  vifcount  Nevil 
of  Billing  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
atid  earl  of  Abergavenny  in  the 
comuy  of  Monmourh. 

— .  George  d  dc  Ferrars,  to 
the  dignity  of  an  farl  of  the  king- 
dom oi  Great  Britain,  by  the  title 
of  earl  of  the  county  of  Lcicefler. 

—  .  Henry  lord  '  Paget,  to  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  earl 
of  Uxbridgc  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex. 

— .  Sir  James  Lowther,  baronet, 
to  the  dignities  of  baron,  vifcount, 
and  earl  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Low* 
ther,  of  Lowther  in  the  county  of 
Wcftmorcland,  baron  of  Kendal  in 
the  faid  county,  and  baron  of  Burgh 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  vif- 
count Lonfdale  and  vifcount  Low- 
ther, and  earl  of  Lonfdale. 

— •.  Thomas  lord  vifcount  Bulke- 
(H  21  ley, 
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ley,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  lord  Bulkeley  baron  of 
Beaumaris  in  the  county  of  Angle- 
iea. 

— .  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  baro- 
net, to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  baron  Grey  de  Wilton  in  the 
county  of  Hereford. 

— .  Sir  Charles  Cocks,  baronet, 
to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  lord  Sommers,  baron  of 
Evelham  in  the  county  of  Worcef- 
ter. 

— .  John  Parker,  efq.  to  the  dig- 
nity or  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron 
Boringdon,  of  feoringdon  m  the 
county  of  Devon. 

— .  Noel  Hill,  efq.  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Ber- 
wick of  Attingham  in  the  county  of 
Salop. 

—p.  James  Duttony  efq.  to  the 
dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  lord 
Sherborne,  baron  of  Sherborne  in 
the  county  of  Gloucefter. 

— .  David  earl  of  Leven,  to  be 
his  majefty's  high  commiffioner  to 
the  general  aflembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland. 

— .  The  rev.  William  Cecil  Pery, 
D.D.  to  the  bifhopric  of  Limeric 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  vice  Dr. 
William  Gore. 

— .  The  rev.  Chriftopher  Butfon, 
M.  A.  to  the  dignity  of  dean  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Waterford,  vice 
the  rev.  Cutts  Harman. 

— .  The  right  hon.  John  Scot, 
to  be  his  majefty's  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

— .  The  right  hon.  John  Scot,  to 


the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  ba- 
ron Earbfort,  of  LhTon-earl  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary. 

13.  Lieutenant-colonel  Charles 
Rooke,  appointed  by  the  queen  to 
be  one  of  the  gentlemen  ufcers 
quarter-waiters  to  her  majefryy  vice 
Henry  Reveley,  efq. 

18.  Henry  Revcley,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  the  commiffioners  for  his  ma- 
jefty's revenue  of  excife,  vice  Charles 
Garth,  efq. 

20.  George  Harrifon,  efq.  to  the 
office  of  Norroy  king  of  arms,  and 
principal  herald  of*  the  northern 
parts  of  England. 

— .  The  rev.  Philip  Williams, 
A.B.  to  be  chaplain  to  the  honour- 
able the  Houfe  of  Commons,  vice 
Folliot  Herbert  Walker  CornewaL 

28.  Charles  Bootb>  efq.  high- 
fheriff  of  the  county  of  Kent,  to 
the  honour  of  knighthood. 

June  2.  Commodore  Richard 
King,  to  the  honour  of  fcarght- 
hood. 

s.  Francis  Townfend,  efq.  to  be 
Windfor  herald  of  arms,  vice  George 
Harrifon,  efq. 

8.  Anthony  Boter,  efq.  to  the  of- 
fice  of  conftable  of  the  cattle  of  CaC- 
tlemain  in  the  county  of  Kerry. 

12.  William  Hanbury,  efq.  to 
be  his  majefty's  agent  and  conlul  in 
the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony  and  the 
free  cities  of  Bremen  and  Lubec. 

19.  George  lord  vifcoun*  St.  A* 
faph,  appointed  by  the  prince  of 
Wales  to  oe  one  of  the  gentlemen  of 
his  royal  highnefs's  bed-chamber. 

29.  Alexander  Gordon,  of  Rock- 
ville,  efq.  to  be  one  of  the  lords  of 
his  majelry's  court  of  feflion  for  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  vice  David 
Dalrymple,  of  Weft  hall,  efq. 

30.  John  Barton,  efq.  appointed 
by  the  duke  of  Montagu  to  be  one 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


j^4]  OCCUR] 

of  the  purveyors  and  gra niton  of 
the  royal  fables,  vice  George  Swi- 
ney,  efq. 

July  3.  Sir  James  Harris,  K.  B. 
to  be  his  majefty's  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

— .  Alexander  duke  of  Gordon, 
to  the  dignities  of  baron  and  earl  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  baron  Gordon  of  Hunt- 
ley in  the  county  of  Gloucefter, 
and  earl  of  Norwich  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk. 

— .  John  lord  Talbot,  to  the 
dignities  of  vifcount  and  earl  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  vifcount  of  Ingeftrie  in  the 
rouoty  of  Stafford,  ana  earl  Talbot 
of  Hcnfol  in  the  county  of  Gla- 
morgan. 

— .  Richard  lord  Grofveaor,  to 

the  dignities  of  vifcount  and  earl  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  vifcount  Belgrave  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Chefter,  and 
earl  Grofvenor. 

#  — .  Edward  lord  Beaulieu,  to  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of 
•earl  Beaulieu  of  Beaulieu  in  the 
county  of  Southampton. 

— .  The  rev.  Hugh  Blair,  D.  D. 
and  William  Greenfield,  to  be  joint 
profeflors  of  rhetoric  and  belles, let- 
tresin  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 

6.  Charles  Logie,  efq.  to  be  his 
majefty's  conful  and  agent-general  at 
Algiers. 

— .  Francis  Fownes  Luttrel,  efq. 
Xo  be  one  of  his  majefty's  com  mi  f- 
fioners  of  taxes,  vice  Alexander 
Topham,  efq. 

10.  George  Mordon,  efq.  to  be 
his  majefty's  conful  in  the  1  (lands  of 
Majorca  and  Minorca. 

17.  The  right  hon,  fir  Joha  Bla. 
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quiere,  K.B.  and  Robert  Warren, 
of  Crook  (town  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  efq.  to  the  dignity  of  a  ba- 
ronet of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

19.  James  lord  vifcount  Cliffden, 
and  William  Brabazon  Ponfonby, 
e(q.  to  be  his  majefty's  poft -matters 
general  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land. 

— .  John  Lees,  eft],  to  be  fecre- 
tary;  Lodge  Morris,  efq.  to  be 
treafurer,  or  receiver-general ;  John 
Ann  it,  efq.  to  be  accomptant-ge- 
neral;  William  Fortelcue,  efq.  to 
be  refident  furveyor;  and  Robert 
Shaw,  efq.  to  be  comptroller  of  the 
forting  olficc  in  his  majefty's  gene- 
ral port  office  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

24.  The  right  hon.  Lloyd  Ken- 
yon,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of 
the  kingdom  ot  Great  Britain. 

28.  The  hon.  William  Weflcy 
Pole,  appointed  by  the  lord  lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  to  be  governor  of 
the  Queen's  county. 

— -.  Colonel  Thomas  Carleton,  t© 
be  captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  the  province  of  Net* 
Brunfwick. 

31.  William  M'Connell,  efq.  to 
be  commiflary  of  Wlgtoun,  vice 
John  M*Culloch,efq. 

Jypufi  2,  Sir  John  Griffin  Grif- 
fin, K.  B.  called  up,  by  writ  of 
fummons,  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  by 
the  title  of  lord  Howard  of  Walde*. 

7.  Countcfsof  Harcourt,  appoint- 
ed by  the  queen  to  be  one  of  the  la- 
dies of  her  majefty's  bed-chamber, 
vice  duchefe  of  Ar^ylc, 

ll.  Francis  Willes,  efq.  to  the 
honour  of  knighthood. 

14.  Patrick'Wilfon,  A.  M.  and 
F.R.S.  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  af- 
liftant  to  doctor  Alexander  Wilfon, 
profeflbr  of  practical  aftronomy, 
and  obferver  in  Glafgow  college, 
(H  3)  and 
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and  to  the  reverfion  of  the  faid  of- 
fice. 

so.  James  earl  of  Courtown,  to 
be  treafurer  of  his  mnjefty's  houf- 
bold,  and  of  his  majefty's  raoft  ho- 
nourable privy  council. 

n.  Robert  Waller,  efq  to  be 
one  of  the  grooms  of  his  majefty's 
bed-chamber,  via  major  general  St. 
John. 

— .  Major  general  Adeane,  to  be 
one  of  the  grooms  of  his  majefty's 
bed-cbamber. 

— .  Hon.  Keith  Stewart,  to  be 
recciver-gerreral  of  his  majefly's 
land  rents  and  cafualties  in  Scot- 
land. 

Septctnbcr  3.  Sir  J^mes  Harris, 
K.  B.  to  be  of  his  majefty's  molt 
honourable  privy  council. 

— .  Thoma:  lord  Sydney,  the 
right  hon.  William  Pitt,  the  right 
hon.  Henry  Dundas,  Thomas  lord 
Walfmgham,  the  right  hon.  Wil- 
liam Wyndham  Gicnville,  and  Con- 
fhntinc  John  lord  Mulgrave,  of  the 
kingdom  of  L  eland,  to  be  his  majef- 
ty's commillioiiera  for  the  affairs  of 
India. 

— .  George  Crouford,  efq.  to  be 
Crommiflary,  to  tre;it  with  the  com- 
miflaries  of  the  moll  Chriliian  king, 
purfuant  to  the  late  treaty  of  peace. 

— .  Henry  Hew  Dalrymplc,  efq. 
to  be  fecrctary. 

t8.  Jofeph  Frederic  Wallet  Def- 
barrcs,  efq.  to  be  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

OSobcr  1.  Auguftus  Rogers,  efq. 
to  be  fecretary  to  his  majefty's  board 
pf  ordnance,  vice  John  Sodding- 
ton,  efq. 

27.  His  royal  highnefs  prince 
Frederic  btfliop  of  Ofnnbruck,  to  be 
colonel  of  the  Coldftream  regiment 
pf  font  guards,  via  general  John 
pari  of  Waldcgrave,  and  to  be  a  lieu- 
tenant-general in  the  army. 


Nwcmher  4.  George  earl  Walde- 
grave,  to  be  matter  of  the  horfc  to 
her  majefty,  via  late  earl  Walde- 
grave. 

13.  The  rev.  William  Prefton, 
A.M.  to  the  bishopries  of  Killala 
and  Achonry,  via  Dr.  William  Ce- 
cil i'ery. 

— - .  John  lord  Howard  de  Walden, 
to  be  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum 
of  the  county  of  ElTex,  vice  John 
earl  Wald'egrave. 

16.  Charles  earl  Cornwallis,  to 
be  con  liable  of  the  tower  of  Lon- 
don, vice  lord  George  Henry  Le- 
nox. 

^  1 7.  Georgt  lord  Herbert,  to  be  of 
his  majefty's  mcft  honourable  privy 
council. 

20.  George  lord  Herbert,  to  be 
vice  chamberlain  of  his  majefty's 
houfhold,  vice  George  lord  vi (count 
Chewton,  now  earl  Waldegrave. 

24.  Granville  earl  Gower,  to  be 
keeper  of  the  privy  feal. 

27.  Prince  Frederic  biftiop  of 
Ofnabruek,  to  the  dignities  of  a 
duke  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  an  earl  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  by  the  titles  of  duke  of 
York  and  of  Albany  in  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  and  earl  of  Ulfter 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

30.  George  Grenville  Nugent 
Temple,  earl  Temple,  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  marquis  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  mar- 
quis of  Buckingham  in  the  county 
of  Buckingham. 

— •  William  earl  of  Shelburne  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  lord 
Wycombe,  baron  of  Chipping  Wy» 
combe  in  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  and  K.  G.  to  the  dignities 
of  avifcount,  earl,  and  marquis  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  titles  of  vifcount  Calne  and 
Caufton  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
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earl  Wycombe  of  Chipping  Wy- 
combe m  the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham, and  marauti  ot  Lanfdown  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet. 

December  i.  Charles  lord  Camden, 
to  be  prefident  of  his  majefty's  moft 
honourable  privy  council. 

1 8.  Vere  Hunt,  jun.  efrj.  and  Jo- 
feph  Hoare,  efq.  to  the  dignity  of 
baronets  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  Council  tor  the  year  1 784. 
viz. 

Berkfhire — Charles  Dalbiac,  of  Hun- 

gerford  Park,  efq. 
Bucks — Richard  Scrimpfhire,  of  A* 

merlham,  efq. 
Cumberland — John  Chriftian*  of 

Unerig,  efq. 
CheQiire— Thomas  Willis,  of  Swect- 

enharo*  efq. 
Cambridgefliire  and  Huntingdon- 

fliire — Thomas   Shepheard,  of 

March,  efq. 
Cornwall— Jofeph  Beauchamp,  of 

Pengrecp,  efq. 
Devon  (hire — Thomas  Lane,  of  Cof- 

fleet,  efq. 
Dorfetfliire— Ifaac  Sage,  of  Thorn- 
hill,  e(q. 

Derbyftiire— T°hn  Radford,  of 
Smalley,  efq. 

EfTex— Robert  Prefton,  of  Wood- 
ford, efq. 

GloucefleHhire— Giles  Greenaway, 
of  Barrington,  efq. 

Hertfordlhire- John  Thomas  Ellis, 
of  Widfall  Hall,  efq. 

Herefordfhire-rjames  Walwyn,  of 
Long  worth,  efq. 

Kent— Charles  Booth,  of  Steed-hill, 

efq. 

Leicefterfhire— Charles  Grave  Hud- 

fon,  of  Wanlip,  efq. 
Lincolnlhire  —  George  William 

Johnfon,  of  Witham  on  the  HU1, 

efq. 


<"9) 


Monmouthftiire — Chriftopb.  Charo- 

bre,  of  Llangfo:n\  efq. 
Northumberland — Sir  Fran.  Blake, 

of  Foivbray,  bart. 
Northamptonfliirc— Richard  Kirby, 

of  Floore,  efq. 
Norfolk — S"r  Thomas  Durrant,  of 

Scottow,  bart. 
Nottinghamfhirt — Pendock  Neale, 

of  Tollerton,  efq. 
Oxfordfhire — Arthur  Anncflcy,  of 

Blctchingdon,  efq. 
Rutlandshire — John  Hawkins,  of 

Brooke,  efq. 
Shroplhire — William  Child,  of  Kin- 

lett,  efq. 

Somerfetfhire — Andrew  Guy,  of 

En  more,  efq. 
Staffordrtiire — John  Edenfor  Heath- 
cote,  of  Longton,  efq. 
Suffolk— John  Wcnyeve,  of  Bret- 

tenham,  efq. 
Southampton— Sir  John  Carter,  of 

Portfinouth,  knt. 
Surrey — William  Alderfey,of  Stokt, 

near  Guildford,  efq. 
Suflex — Thomas  Dennett,  of  Afli- 

hurlt,  efq. 
Warwickftnre— Jofcph  Roultbee,  of 

Baxterley,  efq. 
Worcefterlhire— Thomas  Bund,  of 

Wick,  efq. 
Wiltfhi'e— William  Chafin  Grove, 

of  Zeals,  efq. 
Yorkfhire— Wm.  Danby,  of  Swin* 

ton,  efq. 

SOUTH  W  A  LBS. 

Brecon— Edmund  Williams,  of  Ty- 

mawr,  efq. 
Carmarthen— Robert  Banks  Hodg- 

kinfon,  of  Edwinsford,  efq. 
Cardigan —William  Williams,  of 

Cardigan,  efq. 
Glamorgan—John  Richards,  of  E- 

nerglyn,  efq. 
Pembroke— John  Prothcroe,  of  E- 

germont,  efq, 

(H  4)  *ad- 
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Radnor-r-Buflie  Shelley,   of  Mi-  Montgomeryfliire— Bell  Lloyd,  of 

chaelchurch,  efq.  Bodfoch,  eft], 

NORTH   WALES.  February  13,  1784. 

.    .  r      rTM                    «  His  Majcfty  in  Council  was  pleafed 

Anglefey-Thoinas  Alhton  6m>th,  to       bt  thc  foUowing  focrifc, 

of  frefarthyn,  efq.  viz. 
Carnarvon  —  Robert  Wynne,  of 

Llanercb,  efq.  Bedfordihire— William  Goldfmithj 

Denbigh— -John  EUis,of  Eyton,efq.  of  Screatly,  efq. 

Flint — Thomas  Patton,  of  Flint,  Warwickfhire — Francis  Burdett,  of 

efq.  Bramcote,  efq.  in  the  room  of 

Merioneth— David  Roberts,  of  Bla-  Jofeph  Boultbee,  pf  Baxterley, 

fnyddol,  cftj.  .  eftj. 


PUBLIC 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  Jovis  2J°  Die  Novembris,  1783. 
lift  of  the  Minority  and  Majority  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  for  wfting 
the  Affairs  of  the  Baft  India  Company  in  the  Hands  of  certain  Commgionrrs. 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  Public,  brought  into  the  Houfe  bp 
the  RiZht  Honourable  Charles  James  Fox,  Member  for  Weflminflcr,  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  A  fairs  ;  andfeconded  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  North,  Member  for  Banburyy  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Horn 
Department, 


Againft  the  BUI. 

Bedford/hire* 

W  W^bf/aSam.  J  Bedfonl 

Berfflire. 

Neville,  R.  Aldworth 
Powney,  Pen.  Pfcrtjock 
Aubrey,  John 
Archdeckne,  Chaloner 


For  the  Bill. 


Reading 
Windfor 


C  St.  John,  St.  Andrew 
(  Upper  Offory,  earltif 


{Hartley, Winth.  Hcnrj 
Elwes,  John 


Grenville,  hon.  W.  W.  I  Buckiagham 
Grenville,  James  J 


J  Wallingford 

Buchnghamjbtre.    |Verney,  earl 


f  Grenville,  hon.  Tho, 


Mahon,  lord 
Ord,  Thomas 
Clayton,  William 


Wycomb 
Aylelbury 
Marlow 

Wendover 


Drake,  William 
Drake,  William,  jun, 
Yorke,  Philip 


J  Ameriham 

Cambridge/hire. 
Univerlity 
Cambridge 

Chejbire, 

Bootle,  Rich.  Wilbrah.  1  chefter 
Grofvenoi*  Thomas  5 


Tervis,  fir  John 
Perceval,  hon.  C.  G. 

Jobnftone,  George 
Gafcoyne,  B amber 


Bacon,  Anthony 

i Smith,  Richard 
Smith,  John  Manfcli 


Townfhend,  hon.  John 
Mansfield,  James 
Crewe,  John 


I  Launcefton 

Left  card 

Leftwithie) 

Truro 


6alt,  Samuel 
>la4dim,  fifcount 


Againft 
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Hyde,  lord 

Jenkinfon,  right  hon.  C 
Cocks,  T.  Somers 
M'Phcrfon,  James 
Par  doe,  John 

Dawes,  John 
Praed,  William 
Smith,  Abel 


Lowther,  fir  James 
Lowther,  William 
Lowther,  John 
Garforth,  John  Baynes  J 


Bodinyn 

Boffiney 

Hclftoa 
Saltafh 
Weftloo 

|  Camelrord 

Penryn 
Tregony 

J  St.  Ives 

St.  Germain's 

St.  Michael 

Newport 

Cumberland. 
CarlHle 

\  Cockermouth 


Rolle,  John 
Paik,  fir  Robert 
Boone,  Charles 
Brett,  Charles 


JUring,  John 


Scott,  Thomas 
Sykes,  fir  Francis 
Boyd,  John 


Derby/hire* 
Derby 

ucvcnjDirt* 

|  Alhburton 

Dartmouth 

Okehampton 

Honiton 

Plymouth 

Beeralfton 

Plympton 

Totnefs 

Barnftaple 

Taviftock 

Exeter 

Dor/etjblrt. 

Dorehefter 

Lyme 

Weymouth,  &c. 

Bridport 

Shafteflrury 

Wareham 


For  the  Bill, 
f  Hunt,  George 
(  Mafterman,  William 
\  Lutrrs41,  hon.  H.  Lawes 
(  Luttrell,  hon.  John 

Cooper,  fir  Grey 


Baffet,  fir  Francis 
Stephenfon,  John 


Long,  Dudley 
Hale,  Francis 
Hanger,  hon.  William 
Maitland,  vifcount 
Fletcher,  fir  Henry 
Surrey,  earl 


(  Curzon,  hon.  Nath. 
(  Cavendifh,  lord  George 
C  Coke,  Edward 
I  Cavendifh,  lord  G.  H.A. 


Mmchin,  Humphry 
Wilkinfon,  Jacob 
Darby,  George 
Cox,  Lawrence 
Payne,  fir  Raph 
Stuart,  hon.  James 
Brown,  Lancelot 
Clerke,  fir  Philip  Jen. 
Barter,  Francis 
Rigbv,  right  hon.  Rich. 
Bampfylde,  fir  C.  W. 


iDamcr,  hon.  George 
Ewer,  William 
Fane,  hon.  Henry 
t  Steward,  Gabriel 
I  Ellis,  right  hon.  Wdb. 
Beckford,  Richard 
Mortimer,  H.  W. 


Againft 


Digitized  by  Google 


- 


PUBLIC  PA 


Againft  the  BUI. 
Bankes,  Henry 
Bond,  John 
Tempcit,  John 
Duncombe,  Henry 

Pennyman,  fir  James 


P  E  R  S.  (113) 
For  the  BUI. 


Peirfe,  Henry 
Graham,  lord 
Robinfon,  Hon.  Fred. 


Galway,  lord 
Wilberforce,  William 

Smyth,  fir  Robert 


Martin,  James 
Apflcy,  lord 


Harley,  right  hon.  Tho. 
Symons,  fir  Richard 

Scott,  John 

Dimfdale,  baron 


Honywood,  Filmer 
Marfliam,  hon,  Cha, 


J  Corfe  Caffle 

Durham 

Ehor, 
Aldborough 
Beverly 

Boroughbridge 

Heydon 

Knarelborough 

Mai  ton 
Northallerton 
Richmond 
Rippon 

Thirlk 

York 
Hull 

£fext 
Colchefter 

Harwich 

Gloucefierjbire. 
Tcwkelbury 
Cirencefier 

Gloucefter 

Htrefordjbire. 
Hereford 
Leominfter 
Weohly 

Hertfordshire. 
Hertford 


Huntingdon/hire. 
Huntiogdon 
Kent, 

Rochefter 


Gtpps,  George 
Rpbinfon,  Charles 


Quecnborough 
„  Maidflone 
J  Canterbury 

Lancajbire, 
L,ancallcr 


Mellifli,  Charles 
Ande^fon,  Evelyn 

{Ambler,  Charles 
Eyre,  Anthony 
C  hay  tor,  William 
C  Duncannon,  vifcount 
I  Hare,  James 
Burke,  right  hon.  Edra. 

Fitzwilliam,  hon.  G. 

{Gafcoigne,  fir  Tho.  bart. 
Thompfon,  Beilby 
Cavcndifh,  lord  John 


C  North,  hon.  G.  A. 
\  Robinfon,  John 
Dutton,  James 


(  Barrow,  fir  Charles 
I  Webb,  John 

Scudamore,  John 
Knighr,  Rich.  Payne 

Plumcr,  William 

Baker,  William 
(  Hinchinbroke,  vifcount 
(  Ludlow,  earl 

Pailifer,  fir  Hugh 


t  Gregory,  Robert 
I  Hatton,  George  Finch 
J  Frederick,  fir  Charles 
tRawlinibn,  fir  Walter 
Taylor,  Clement 


Stanley,  Thomas 

{Braddyll,  Wilfon 
Rawlinfon,  Abraham 

Againft 
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Againft  the  Bill. 
Gafcoyne,  Bamber,  jun. 


Pochin,  William 


Howard,  fir  George 
Sutton,  George 


Wilkes,  John 
Lewes,  fir  Watkin 
Wray,  fir  Cecil 


Hopkins,  Richard 
Mackreth,  Robert 
Knight  ley,  Lucy 
Powys,  Thomas 
Phipps,  James 


Sutton,  John 
Smith,  Robert 


Brudenell,  Geo.  Brid. 
Hill,  fir  Richard 
Noel,  Hill 


Prefton 

Liverpool 

Wigan 

Clitheroe 

Newton 

Leiccfterjbire. 
Leicefter 

Stamford 
Grantham 
Bofton 
Grimfby 

Lincoln 

MiMefex.  K 

London 

Weftmimlcr 
Norfolk. 

9 

Yarmouth 

Thetford 
CamerifiBg 

>  Nortbamptonjbire, 

Peterborough 
Brackley 

Northampton 

Uigham  Ferrers 
Northumberland, 

Morpeth 

Berwick 

Nottingham/hire. 
Retford 
Newark 
Nottingham 
Oxoru 

Oxford 
Univerfity 
Woodftock 
Banbury 
Rutland/hire. 

\  Salof^ 


For  the  Bill. 

{Burgoyne,  righthon.J. 
Houghton,  fir  Henry  * 
Rawlinfon,  Henry 
<  Cotes,  John 
{  Walpole,  hon.  Horatio 
Lee,  John 
Lifter,  Thomas 
Davenport,  fir  Thomas 

Grey,  hon.  Booth 
Thorold,  fir  John 


) 


Cuft.  Fra.  Cockayne 
Burrell,  fir  Peter 
Eyre,  Francis 

{Vyner,  Robert 
Cawthorne,  J.  Fenton 
Byng,  George 
(  Newnham,  Nathaniel 
I  Sawbridge,  John 
Fox,  hon.  Cha.  Jame* 
Coke,  Tho.  Will, 
f  Townftiend,  it.  hon.  Ct 
I  Walpole,  hon.  Rich. 

Erfldne,  fir  James 


■ 

Benyon,  Richard 
Cafwell,  Timothy 

{Lucan,  vilcount 
Rodney,  hon.  George 
Montagu,  right  hon.  F. 

C  Delme,  Peter 

I  Storer,  Anthony 
Vaughan,  hon.  John 
Bcntinck,  lord  Ed.  Cb. 
Amcotts,  Wharton 
Clinton,  fir  Henry 
Coke,  Dan.  Parker 
Spencer,  lord  Charles 
Spencer,  lord  Robert 
Dolben,  fir  William 
Eden,  right  hon.  Will. 
North,  lord 


Agaiafl 
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AgairnT  the  Bill, 
Leighton,  fir  Charlt. 
Pulteney,.Willkift 


Smith,  Samuel,  jun. 
Muncafter,  lord 
Townfon,  John 
Tndway,  Clement 

Pratt,  hon.  John  Jeff. 
Bcaufoy,  Henry 
Hammet,  Benjamin 

Thiftlethwaite,  Rob. 


Ardcn,  Pepper 
Barrington,  John 


Griffin,  fir  John  Griffin 
Selwyn,  Wftliam 


M'DonaTd.  Arch. 
Gilbert,  Thoma* 
Rous,  fir  John 
Barae,  Barne 


Philipfon,  Richard 
Mawbey,  fir  Jofeph 


J  Shrewlbury 

Wcnlock 

Ludlow 

Bridgenorth 

Biihops  Caftle 

Somerfetjbire* 
Ilchefler 

iMilbourn  Port 


Wells 


! 


Bath 
Minehead 
Taunton 
Briftol 

Hampjhirt* 
Portfmouth 
Newport 
Yarmouth 

Newton 

Lymin»t€m 
Chriftchurch 
Andover 
Whitchurch 

Pctersficld 

Southampton 

Steff'orJjhirt* 

Stafford 

Tamworth 

Newcastle 

Litchfield 

Suffolk. 

Dunuich 

Orford 

Aldeburgh 

Sudbury 
Eye 

Bury 


Catton 


Sorry. 


For  the 


C  Bridgeman,  fir  Henry 
\  Forreftcr,  George 

}'  Clivc,  lord 
DaTtes,  Sometfet 
Pigot,  Hugh 
t  Clivc,  William 
(  Strachey,  Henry 

Cuff,  Peregrine 


Poulett,  hon. 
Moyfey,  Abel 


Halliday,  John 
Daubeny,  George 
Jervob,  Jerv.  Clerkc 


St.  John,  John 
Morant,  Edward 


Burrard,  Harry 
Frederick,  fir  John 


Middleton,  vifo 
C  Jolliffe,  William 
I  Jolliffe,  Tho.  S 

Sloane,  Hans 

Lewi/ham,  vifcount 

Monckton,  hon.  Ed. 

Courtcnay,  John 

An  (on,  George 
Bunbury,  fir  Tt*.  Ch. 

j  Beauchamp,  vifcount 
I  Conwav,  hon.  R.S. 

{Crefpigny,  Ph.  Cb. 
Fonnereau,  Martin 
Marriott,  fir  Ja 


s 


Conway,  H.  S. 
Davers,  fir  Cha* 
Clayton,  fir  Robert 
Llojd,  Maurice 

Againft 
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Againft  the  Bill. 
Norton,  hon.  Edward 


Thornton,  Henry 
Lenox,  lord  George 


Herbert,  Hen.  Arth. 
Medley,  George 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Steel,  Thomas 


Haflemere 

Bletchingley 

Guildford 
Southwark 
Suffix. 
Horftiam 

Bramber 

Midhorft 

J  Eaft  Grinflead 

Lewrs 
Chichefter 


Shuckburgh,  fir  G.  A.  W.  H'an»ickjbire. 

Warwick 


Fleming,  fir  M.  Le 
Lowther,  James 
Pitt,  William 

Bouverie,  hon.  W.  H. 
Townfend, 


Kenyon,  Lloyd 
Wraxail,  Nat.  W. 
Pitt,  Thomas 
Burton,  Francis 
Gardiner,  fir  G.  W. 
fcftwick,  Samuel 

Selwyn,  Geo.  Aug. 


Coventry 

Appleby 

Wilts. 

Salifbury 

Chippenham 

Calne 

Cricklade 

Malmftury 

J  Hindon 

Old  Sarum 
Heytefoury 

J  Weftbury 

Wooton  Baflct 
Luggerftull 

Downton 

WoTccflerJbirt. 

Evefliam 

Droitwich 
Worcefter 

Cinque  Ports, 

Haftings 
Sandwich 


PER  S. 

.  For  the  BUL 

{Kenrick,  John 
Nichols,  John 
Onflow,  George 
Hotham,  fir  Richard 


Olborne,  fir  George 
Stanhope,  hon.  H. 
Gough,  fir  Henry 
Gideon,  fir  Sampfou 


Pelham,  hon.  Henry 
Wyndham,  hon.  P.C 

iGreville,  hon.  Ch. 
Ladbroke,  Robert 
(  Sheffield,  lord 
I  Conway,  W.  S. 


{Goddard,  Amb. 
Pen  ruddock,  Ch. 
Hufley,  William 
Fludycr,  George 

$t.  Jphn,  hon.  G.  R. 
Calvert,  John,  jun. 


St.  John,  Henry 
Melbourne,  lord  vifc. 
Conway,  hon.  H.  S. 
Shafto,  Robert 
Foley,  hon.  Edward 
Roufe,  C.  W.  B. 
Rulhout,  fir  John 
Winnington,  Edward 
Rous,  Thomas  Bates 


SOrd,  John 
Palmerfton,  vifcount 
1  Stephens,  Philip 
\  Sutton,  fir  Richard 

Againft 
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Againft  the  Bill. 
Jackfon,  Rk 


Bulkcley,  lord 


Fergufon,  fir  Adam 


Pundas,  Henry- 
Dai  rym  pie,  Hugh 


Elliot,  Ed.  J. 
Yongc,  fir  Geo. 


Dover 
Romney 

Rye 

Woks. 
Angle  fca 
Brecon 
Cardiff- 
Montgomery  (hire 
Montgomery 

Haverfordweft 

Pembrokefiiire 

Pembroke 

Radnorfliirc 

Radnor 

Scotland. 
Aberbrothock,  Sec, 
Airfliire 
Argylcfhire 
Bcrwicklirirc 
Crail,  Sec. 
Cuirofs,  &x. 
Dumbarton,  Sec. 
Dumfries  &c. 
Edinburghfliire 
Fifefliirc 
Haddingtonfhire 
Invernefsihire 
Irvine,  Sec. 
Kinroisftiire 
Linlithgowfliire 
Croraartvfliire 
Orkney  &  Zetland- 

landfliire 
Pert  hfli  ire 
Roxburghfhirc 
Selkirk,  &c. 
StirlingOiire 
Strnnrawcr,  Sec. 
Wick,  &c. 

i 

Thiers. 

St.  Germain's 
Honiton 
Taviflock 
Stafford 


For  the  BUI. 
Henniker,  fir  John 
Dering.  fir  Edward 

f  Dickenfon,  William. 

{Onflow,  lhomas 


Gould,  firCharle* 
Mackworth,  fir  Herbert 
Owen,  William 
Keenc,  Whkflied 
Kenfington,  lord 
Owen,  fir  Hugh  , 
Owen,  Hugh 
Johnes,  Thomas 
Lewis,  Edward 

Drummond,  Adam 

Campbell,  lord  Fr. 
Scott,  Hugh 
Anftruther,  John 
Campbell,  James 
Craururd,  John 
Herries,  fir  Robert 

Skene,  Robert 

Frazer,  hon.  Arch. 
Edmondllone,  lir  Arch. 
Graham,  George 
Cunyfigharo,  fir  W. 
Rofa,  Geonre 

fDundas,  Charles 

Murray,  hon.  James 
Elliott,  fir  Gilbert 
Cockburne,  fir  J 
Dunda3,  fir  Thorn 
Adam,  William 
Rofs,  Charles 


Fitzpatrick,  rt.  hon,  R. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
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L'tfi  of  the  Majority  and  Minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ubon  the  Sill  fof 
vtfiing  the  Affairs  of  the  Eajl  India  Company  in  the  Hands  of  certain 
Commijfionersi  prefented  at  the  Bar  of  that  Houfe  by  the  Right  Honour  obit 
Charles  Janus  Foxt  Secretary  of  State. 

Monday y  December  le. 
HOUSE  of  LORDS  on  the  India  Bill,  it  was  moved  to  adjourn. 


Contents* 
Archbifhops 

Canterbury 

York 

Dukes  of 

Rutland 

Brandon 

Chandos 

Dorfet 

Bridgwater 
Earls  of 

SalHbury 

Denbigh 

Winchelfca 

Chefterfield 

Effcx 

Doncafler 

Abingdon 

Coventry 

Galloway 

Aberdeen 

Dunmore 

Marchmont 

Ferrers 

Tankerville 

Aylesford 

Harborough 

Macclesfield 

Effingham 

Brooke 

Gower 

Temple 

Harcourt 

Cornwallis 

Delawar 

Radnor 

Chatham 

Bathurft 

Ailelbury 

Clarendon 


of 


Vifcounts 
of  Weymouth 
Sackville 

Bilhop 
Sal  i  (bury 
Rochclter 
Worceuer 
Cheder 
Exeter 
Lincoln 
Litchfield  and 
Coventry 
Lords 
Abergavenny 
De  Ferrars  * 
Percy 
Paget 
St.  John 
Olborne 
Romncy 
King 
Talbot 
Chedworth 
Vere 

Grantham 

Scarfdale 

Bofton 

Bcaulieu 

Camden 

Amherft 

Thurlow 

Brudenell 

Walfingh 

Grantley 

Rawdon 

Sydney 

By  Proxy, 
Dukes  of 


Northumberland  Caflilis 
Marq.  of  Lothian  Lauderdale 


Earls  of 
Pembroke 
Stanhope 
Waldegrave 
Darlington 
Hi  11  (borough 
Vifcounts 
Wentworth 
Courtenay 

Bifhops  of 
London 
Durham  - 
Bangor 

Lords 
Say  and  Sele 
Middleton 
Fortcfcue 
Hawke 


Dartmouth 
Buckinghamihtrd 
Fitzwilliam 
Powis 
Egremont 
Jlchciter 
Spencer 
Mansfield 

Vifcounts 
Hereford 
Townfliend 
Stormont 
Maynard 
Hampden 
KeppcJ 

Bifliops  of 


—  Winchefter 
18  Peterborough 
Oxford 
jVot  Contents.     St.  David's 
Prince  of  Wales  Glouceftcr 


Qucenfberry 


Dukes  of 
Dcvonfliirc 
Portland 
Mancherter 

Earls  of 
Derby 
Suffolk 

Wcirmoreland 

Peterborough 

Stamford 

Sandwich 

Carlifle 

Plymouth 

Scarborough 

Terfey 

Cholrnondcley 
Glencairn 


Briftol 

Loid# 
Audley 
Craven 
Boyle 
Cadogan 
Monfon 
Mont  ford 
Sandvs 
Ponkmby 
Wa'.pole 
Sondes 
Pelham 
Vernon 
Cardiff 
Brownlow 
Harrowby 


Toky 
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f"dley 

Loughborough 
Gage  57 
Ba^ot  — . 

By  Proxy. 

Dukes  of 
Bolton 

Marlborough 


Gordon 
Athol 

Earls  of 
Exeter 
Oxford 
Ecjlinton 
Rofcbcrry 
SulTex 

'<  That  the  faid 


(*  ontents.  Lords 
Aj  before       69  Grofvcnor 

Deduct  Milton 
Biili op  of  Ro- 
cherter  1 

68 

Add  P"(tr:fi, 
t)uke  Of  A ncafier  As  before  18 

Earls  of  Add 
Abercorn  Earl  or  Oxford 

Mansfield  •  Lord  Dacre 

Vifcountt  2 
Stormont  — 
Howe  ao 


Norwich 

Lord* 
Wil  lough  by 
Tevnham 
Onflow 
Riven 
B*got 


7 

75 


Harrington 
Guildroid 
Hardwicke 
Fauconbcrg 
Northin^ton 
Vifc.  Leinller 

BiHiops  of  Ba^ot  tl 
Carliilc 

December  17; 

Bill  be  rejected. 

Not  Cedents.     Vii>.  Mb'ntagu 
As  before        57  Lord  Suwell 

Deduct  4 
Prince  of  Wale* 

Karl s  of  5/ 
Esjrcmont 

Mansfield  Proxiei* 
Vifc.  Stormont    As  before  1* 
4  Deduct 
—     Earls  of 
53  Oxford 
Add  Hardwickc 
Earls  of       Lord  Rirers  j 
Huntingdon  — - 
Hertford  19 

< 


Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Gen  firm  en  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Middlefex  %  in  the  Qu,f 
tion  of  an  Addrefs  to  be  tie  fitted 
h  bis  j\Tajc/fy  on  the  Change  in 
Adhtinif  ration* 

Monday,  January  ig»  and  the 
following  day-j  the  ftibfequcnt  ad- 
Tertifcment  appeared  in  mOit  of  the 
public  papers : 

No.  I. 

To  the  Freeholders  of  the  County 

of  Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 
In  cotifcqucncc  of  a  rcqiri&tion 
made  to  us,  and  tigned  by  many  rc- 
fpee'table  freeholders  of  the  couuty 
of  Middlefex,  44  to  call  a  meeting 
6f  the  freeholders  on  Wednesday  or 


Thurfday  next,  to  confider  of  ad 
humble  addrefs  to  the  crown  on  the 
critical  fituation  ot  the  public  affairs' 
of  th'n  country,**  we  do  appoint  fucli 
?.  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Shep- 
herd and  Shcpherdefs;  near  the 
City  Road,  on  Wcdnefday  n^t, 
the  2 1  ft  inilant,  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  noon; 

Bar vard  Ti)»^t«i 
Thom as  Skiknerj 
Sheriffs 

L6nd6iii  Jan.  1784. 
No.  II* 

Wcd'iefd.'iy,  Jdn.  21,  a  nulfcef- 
6u*s  body  of  freeholders  were  con*4 
vened  at  the  Shepherd  and  Shepherd- 
efs  in  the  City  Ro.d.    A  little  be* 
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fore  one  the  flieriffs  came  into  the 
room,  when  there  was  a  loud  cry 
of  "Chair,  Chair/'    Mr.  Byng 
iirft  addreffed  the  freeholders,  lay- 
ing, that  in  one  point  he  differed 
in  opinion  from  his  worthy  col- 
league; for  he  did  not  conceive 
that  he  could  drfcharge  his  duty  as 
a  member  of  parliament,    if  he 
acted  in  conformity  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  his   conliitucnts,  when 
thofe  inili  unions  contradicted  the 
dictates  of  his  own  mind ;  but  he 
ever  had  and  ever  mould  conlidcr 
himfelf  refpontible  for  his  parlia- 
mentary conduct,  whereas,  accord- 
ing to  the  principle  profefled  by 
his  colleague,  he  (Mr. Wilke*)  threw 
off  all  re  fpon  ability  from  himfelf, 
leaving  his  contfituents  to  bear  the 
weight  of  any  cenfurc  that  might 
be  one  to  the  reprefenra'ive.  He 
conceived  that  fufficieut  notice  had 
not  been  given  for  the  fenfe  of  the 
county  to  be  collected  ;  and  added, 
if  ever  he  acted,  or  ever  fhould  act, 
inconliitcnt  with  the  duties  of  his 
public  Nation,  he  ihou'd  fubmit  to 
difmiifibn  with   ail  the  deference 
and  refpeet  due  to  the  opinions  t-f 
hTs  worthy  conftiruents,    to  pro- 
mote whole  individual  and  com- 
mon advantage  was  the  rirft  object 
of  hi.-,  wi flies. 

Mr.  Byng  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Wilkes.  In  one  point  he  difagreed 
uith  his  worthy  colleague  ;  for  he 
felt  himfelf  bound  Implicitly  to 
obey  the  imlruCttons  of  his  confli- 
tuents  ;  it  being  exprcfTcd  in  the 
writ  for  fummoning  parliamentf, 
that  the  king  requells  the  opinions 
of  **  his  people  ;*'  and  by  what- 
ever means  were  in  his  power  he 
mould  on  all  occa lions  endeavour 
to  collect  the  fentiments  of  his 
conitituents,  which  he  would  fup- 
port  without  regard  to  the  fug- 
geftions  of  his  own  mind.  The 
meeting  ha  l  been  called  for  the 
purpoic  of  agreeing  to  an  addrcfi 


to  his  majefly  on  the  prefent  ardu- 
ous (late  of  public  affairs — What 
that  addrefs  Ihould  contain,  he 
would  not  prefume  to  hint  at ;  but 
if  agreed  to,  he  Ihould  conlidcr  it  as 
his  indifpcnfible  duty  to  prefent  it  to 
the  king. 

Mr.  Townfend  thought  the  free- 
holders had  been  haltily  convened, 
and  or  account  of  the  great  num- 
ber prefent,  propofed  an  adjourn- 
ment to  fome  open  place  :  this  was 
ovt* r-ruled,  and  after  a  deal  of  noile 
and  confulion  the  two  (heriffs  were 
nominated  to  take  the  chair. — Mr. 
flicriff  Skinner  thought  he  had  nor 
been  treated  delicately;  a  rtrraiti- 
tion  for  the  meeting  was  fent  to  him 
between  eleven  and  twelve  on  Satur- 
day night,  to  be  inferted  in  four  morn- 
ing  papers  of  Monday  and  Tuef- 
day.  He  thought  himfelf  bound 
to  conform,  but  conceiving  the  no- 
tice not  fufficicnt,  he  ordered  infer- 
tion  in  all  the  evening  papers  ;  and 
inftead  of  four,  in  the  reft  of  the 
morning  papers  ;  but  whether  pro- 
per not'ee  had  or  had  not  been 
given,  he  would  difcharge  his  duty 
impartially. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  called 
for,  Mr.  Robin  Ton  mov^d,  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty.  Upon 
which  the  recorder  of  the  city  came 
on  the  table,  and  faid,  that  though 
a  committee  had  been  moved  for, 
to  prepare  an  addrefs,  it  had  not 
been  decided  that  any  addrefs  was 
nccciTary ;  and  after  being  repeat- 
edly called  upon  for  that  purpofe, 
he  moved,  that  an  addrefs  fhould 
be  prefented  on  the  prefent  arduous 
and  critical  Irate  of  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Skinner  obferved,  that  it  be- 
came the  parties  who  had  figned 
the  rcquitition  to  the  flieriffs,  to 
ftand  forth,  and  avow  their  reafont 
for  convening  the  freeholders  ;  ia 
confcquencc  of  which  the  names  of 
the  ten  perfons,  who  had  affixed 

their 
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their  fignatures,  were  defired  to  be 
called  over.  Two  lifts  of  commit- 
tees tor  preparing  the  addrels,  were 
now  prefemed  to  the  Iheriffs,  that 
they  might  take  the  fcnfe  of  the 
allembry,  as  to  which  fhould  be 
adopted.  One  was  formed  by  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Byng,  and  confided 
of  Mr.  recorder  of  London,  Mr. 
Briton  of  Enfield,  and  three  other 
gentlemen.  1  he  other  confined  of 
gentlemen,  w  hofe  political  opinions 
were  of  a  different  iramp,  and  whofe 
addrels  would  have^  been  of  a  ten- 
dency limilar  to  that  of  the  city  of 
London.    The  flieriffs  now  put  the 

rftion  for  the  former  addrefs,  and 
lared  the  fhew  of  hands  to  be  in 
its  favour.    It  is  as  follows  : 

44  Wc,  your  majefty's  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjeets,  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Middiefex,  aflure  your 
majefty  of  our  rood  cordial  attach, 
ment  to  your  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, and  our  reverence  for  the 
conftitution  as  elLblilhed  at  the 
glorious  revolution. 

«'  We  cannot  reflet  on  the  very 
peculiar  fituation  of  the  country,  at 
the  prcfent  moment,  and  the  me- 
lancholy Hate  of  the  national  debt, 
without  reprcfenting  the  neceffity 
that  appears  for  the  mod  diligent 
and  active  endeavours  of  thofe 
whom  your  majefty  (hall  think  pro- 
per to  entruft  with  the  conduct  of 
the  public  affairs,  to  relieve  the 
one  and  to  rcftore  the  other ;  but 
we  mull  defpair  of  feeing  their  ut- 
moft  exertions  attended  with  the 
leaft  fuccefs,  unlefs  they  are  allitt- 
ed  and  promoted  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  your  parliament. 

«*  Therefore  confidering  it  as  the 
beft  pledge  we  can  give  of  our  af- 
feftion  and  loyalty  to  your  majefty, 
We  moft  humblv  implore  your  ma* 
jefty  to  appoint  fuch  an  adrainiftra- 
tion  as  may  poflefs  the  confidence 
elf  your  parliament  and  the  public  ; 
that  by  the  means  of  their  united 


efforts,1  fuch  meafures  may  be  pur* 
futd  as  may  tend  effectually  to  efta* 
blifh  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
your  mtjcUVs  retgn;  and  perma- 
nency fccjre  the  true  interefts  of 
all  your  dominions." 

No.  III. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy  and 

Freeholders  of  the  county  of 

Middiefex. 
Gentlemen, 

Tt  having  been  fignified  to  us  it*, 
writing  by  upwards  of  one  hundred 
relpeclable  freeholders*  that  **  the? 
room  in  which  the  late  county 
meeting  was  held  was  not  fuffici* 
ently  large  to  admit  the  great  num- 
ber of  freeholders  who  came  mere 
to  give  their  voice:*' 

We  therefore,  in  compliance 
with  the  requeft  now  made  to  us* 
do  appoint  a  general  meeting  of  the 
freeholders  of  this  county,  to  be 
held  on  Thurfday  next,  the  19th 
inrtant,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  nooa 
precifely,  at  the  New  County-hall 
at  Clcrkomvell-Grccn4 
We  arc,  Gentlemen* 
Your  moll  humble  fervantl, 

Bainaid  Tuenii,  i  sh  jff 

Thomas  Skinnbh,  J 

Sheriff's  Office*  Middiefex, 
Feb.  13,  1784. 

No.  IV. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholder* 
of  the  county  of  Middiefex,  held 
on  Thurfday  the  9th  of  February, 
1784,  at  the  Mermaid,  at  Hack« 
ncy,  by  repeated  public  advertlfe* 
ments  from  the  flieriffs,  an  addrell 
was  read  and  propofed  by  Mr* 
Home  Tooke,  which  being  fecond* 
ed,  the  amnion  was  put  thereupon, 
and  earned  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made*  and 
feconded,  to  adjourn*  which*  upon 
a  dtvilion,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  then  propofed 
aad  read  m  addrels  to  his  majefty, 
(I  a)  whWh 
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which  being  fecondeJ,  paflcd  in  the 
affirmative,  by  a  connderable  ma- 
jority. 

A  motion  was  .then  made,  and  fe- 
conded,  that  this  addrefs  be  faiily 
transcribed,  figncd  by  the  ihetifl*, 
and  delivered  by  them  to  the  mem- 
bers for  ihe  county,  to  be  prefented 
to  his  majelty,  which  was  carried  iu 
the  affirmative  by  a  great  majority. 

Tbc  meeting  then  cjme  to  the 
follow  ing  refolutions  : 

Refolved,  by  a  very  confidcr- 
«ble  majority,  That  the  endeavours 
6f  the  late  miniflers,  and  their  ad- 
be  rents,  to  impede  the  bulinefs  of 
tho  nation  for  fomo  weeks  pa<T,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  founded  on  pri- 
vate, intcreiW  and  factious  mo- 
tives, and  not  in  public  principles. 

Refolved,  by  a  very  conliderablc 
majority,  That  his  majcrty  in  his 
wiidom  and  jufHce,  having  been 
plea  fed  to  remove  his  hitc  mtnilteis, 
the  attempt  to  conftr.iin  him  to  re- 
ftore  them  to  office,  is  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  jull  and  legal  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  and  appear* 
to  be  contrary  to  the  unanimous 
fenfe  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

Refolved,  by  a  very  great  ma- 
jority, That  the  representative*  of 
this  county  in  parliament '  be  in- 
structed ftrenuoully  to  oppofe  every 
encroachment  on  the  jutl  arid  fair 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  no  lefs 
than  the  inalienable  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  people,  to  prcferve 
the  equal  balance  of  power,  fo 
wifely  eftablifhed  by.  the  coniVim- 
tion,  among  the  thr<:c  branches  of 
the  legiflature,  and  to  carry  on 
with  immediare  and  unremitted  di- 
ligence  and  nifpatch,  the  grc:it  na- 
tional bu&nefs  now  depending  in 
parliament,  particularly  that  of  the 
Jupplics,  fo  eiTcntially  nccrflary  to- 
the  fupport  of  all  government,  and 
the  prelervation  of  public  credit. 

Refolved,    unanimoufly,  That 
wc  will  unremittingly  perfeverc  in 
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our  exrvttous  to  procure  anefFccluil 
and  fubttuiuial  rciolm  of  parlia- 
ment, in  order  that  the  commons , 
houfe  ot  parliament  may  have  a 
common  intereft  with,  and  may 
{peak  the  voice  of  the  people. 

Rcfolvcd,  by  a  very  great  majo- 
rity. That  the' thanks  of  tnis  meet- 
ing be  given  to  lohn  W  ilkes,  efq. 
for  his  manly  aud  uniform  conduct 
in  parliament,  and  in  particular  in 
his  opposition  to  the  Ealt-India 
Reform  Bill,  and  alfo  to  the  Re- 
ceipt Arr,  and  that  he  be  requeued 
to  ufc  his  vitmoft  endeavours  for  a 
more  equal  reprefentaticm  of  the 
people,  and  for  Ihonening  the  du- 
ration of  parliaments. 

Rcfolvcd,  unanimoufly,  That 
the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given 
to  the  {hcrift's,  for  their  fair  and  im- 
partial conducl  in  this  meeting. 

Rcfolvcd,  That  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting  be  inferted  in  the 
public  paper*,  iigned  by  the  Iheriffs. 
Barnard  Turner, 
Thomas  Skinner. 


Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wcfi- 
nt'infer,  in  the  ^uefHon  of  an  Ad* 
drefs  to  be  treftntcd  to  his  Najefly 
on  the  Change  in  Adminijtratiou* 

On  Monday,  Feb.  7,  an  addrefs 
wu  prefented  to  the  king,  purport- 
ing  to  be  the  addrefs  of  the  dean, 
fteward,  burgcfTes,  &c.  of  Weft- 
minilcr,  and  thanking  his  majeity 
for  the  removal  of  his  late  minifter?. 
This  addrefs  was  tinned  by  2834 
perfons.  It  was  animadverted  ou 
in  the  following  advertifemcnt. 

No.  I. 

At  a  numerous  and  rcfpeftable 
meeting  of  the  dehors  of  Weft- 
minllcr,  aflembled  at  the  Shake- 
fpeur  tavern,  Covcnt-Garden,  oo>. 
'fhurfday,  Feb.  17S4. 

Tho- 
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Thomas  Byron,  efq.  inthcchair. 

The  following  relolutions  were 
propofed  and  pallid  unanimoufly  : 

Kefolved,  Thar  it  is  the  onini  m 
of  this  meeting,  that  any  addrefs, 
aftuming  fignaturcs  without  the 
exprcls  content  of  the  parties,  or 
obtained  by  /  ivate  folicitation, 
without  public  notice,  is  contrary 
to  the  ufual  open  andconttitutional 
mode  of  add  roiling  the  crown,  and 
an  iinpofition  on  the  country. 

Rciolvcd,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  that  the  parlia- 
mentary conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Charles  James  Fox  has  been  con- 
fonant  to  the  practice  and  principles 
as  cltabliflied  at  the  glorious  revo- 
lution, and  fuch  as  to  entitle  him 
to  the  continuance  and  perfect 
eitecm  and  confidence  of  his  conlii- 
tucnts. 

Thomas  Byron,  Chairman; 

This  advertifement  was  immedi- 
ately followed  up  by  an  invitation 
of  the  electors  ot  Wcllminftcr  to  a 
general  meeting  in  Wciiminlicr* 
hall,  on  Tucftiay,  Feb.  10.  The 
fubf'equent  advertifement  appeared 
by  way  of  rejoinder. 

No.  II. 

Feb.  7. 

To  the  worthy  and  independent 
Electors  of  the  City  and  Liber- 
ties of  Wcftminftcr. 

The  friends  of  Public  Liberty 
are  earnculy  requeued  to  come  for- 
ward on  Tucfday  next,  and  by  at- 
tending the  general  meeting  in 
Wethmnfrcr-hull,  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  prevent  any  im- 
proper advantage  being  taken  by  a 
defperate  and  degraded  faction,  and 
like  men  who  arc  determined  to 
fupport  their  own  independence, 
rcliit  an  address  expreftly  contra- 
dictory to  their  o'.vn  free  feiuirnenti 
and  the  general  voire  of  j he  inha- 
bitants of  M'cttniiuit'.r. 
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No.  III. 
General  Meeting  of  the  Electors 

of  U  eitminller. 
^  The  fittings  of  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  having  made  it  necelTary  to 
pott  pone  the  meeting  ot  the  elec- 
tors of  Welt  mi  niter,  as  originally 
propofed  for  to-morrow,  the  icth 
inlianr,  notice  is  hereby  given,  that 
the  faid  meeting  will  be  held  on  Sa- 
turday next,  the  14th  inltant,  (be- 
ing the  firlt  day  on  which  the  hall 
will  be  difrngaged)  when  the  inde- 
pendent electors  are  rcqueftcd  to 
attend,  in  orJcr  to  conlider  of  aji 
humble  addrefs  to  his  majclty  on 
the  prcfent  critical  foliation  *f  pub- 
lic affairs. 

Feb.  9,        Thomas  Byron, 
1784.  Chairman. 

No.  IV. 
Monday,  Feb.  9,  1784. 
To  the  worthy  and  independant 
Electors  of  Wcllminltcr. 

- 

Gentlemen, 

1  he  moment  the  refolves  of  the 
meeting  at  the  ShaU'pcarc,  on 
Thurfday  night  lair,  were  made 
known,  many  electors  of  Wclimin- 
fler  who  had  taken  an  aclive  part  in 
the  late  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  de- 
termined to  attend  the  meeting  call- 
ed for  to-morrow  in  WtftminOcr- 
hall,  in  order  to  avow  and  jufiify 
every  ftep  they  had  taken  in  that 
bulincfs. 

In  confequencc  of  a  miftake  be* 
ing  discovered,  the  chairman  of  the 
Shakipeare  meeting  has  revokc4 
the  invitation  for  to-morrpw,  in- 
tending to  fix  on  fomc  other  place, 
or  to  put  it  off  to  a  later  day. 

This,  it  is  milled,  will  not  pre- 
vent the  electors  of  Wcftmintter 
from  meeting  in  the  Court  of  Ri> 
quells,  U  t  iiinintler-hall,  to-mor- 
row, the  icih  inllant,  by  half  after 
t\cvf  n,  in  order  publicly  and  teiii- 
pvi.itcjv  to  cylinder  of  uicafu/<» 
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proper  to  be  taken  in  the  prefent 
jjnhappy  fit  u  a*  ion  of  affairs, 

Many  Elertois  of  Weft  minder. 
No.  V, 

To  the  worthy  Electors  of  the  City 
of  Weuminfter. 
As  U  appears  to  be  the  determi- 
nation of  the  friends  to  the  general 
meeting  of  the  elefiors  of  Wett- 
minfter,    to  be   held  fairly  and 
openly  in  Weftminfter-hall,  on  Sa- 
turday next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  to 
(take  no  notice  of  the  fcurrjlous  and 
inflammatory  hand-bills,  circulated 
by  the  fupporters  of  the  late  ad- 
wrefs  from  the  high  {reward  and 
court  of  burgefles,    an  impartial 
elector  de fires  only  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  candid  and  indepen- 
dent inhabitants  of  this  city  to  the* 
different  conduct  of  the  two  par- 
ties.   By  one  fide,     general  and 
public  meeting,  agreeable  to  the 
ufagc  and  practice  in  this  city,  is 
appealed  to,  and  the  firft  day  on 
which  Wcttminlter-hall  can  be  had 
(the  only  proper  place  for  fuch  a 
meeting)  is  fixed  on.  By  the  other 
fide,  a  new  and  extraordinary  de- 
vice is  practifed,  of  privately  voting 
an  addrefs  from  the  high  fteward  of 
Weflminfler,  the  dean,  and  a  cer- 
tain court  of  burgelTcs,  who,  or 
what  they  are,  no  man  knows  !  On 

'  one  fide  again  we  hear  of  no  vio- 
lence in  the  proceeding,  but  on  the 
Contrary,  a  decent  and  refpectful 
advertilement,  calling  impartially 
on  all  the  electors,  is  put  forth,  and 
every  thing  is  done,  at  the  meeting 
where  it  originate;,  to  difcourage 
tumult,  and  to  protect  from  infult 
thofe  who  differ  in  opinion  from 
that  meeting.  On  the  other  fide, 
a  partial  and  anonymous  meet- 
ing is  attempted  to  be  obtained  by 
a  trick  in  the  Court  of  Requcfts ; 
the  moil  abufive  and  inflammatory 
band-bills  are  fent  about,  and  the 
decjared  object  is?  tfcat  a  frouggled 
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addrefs,  obtained  by  private  ma- 
nagement, fliall  be  fupported  by 
direct  and  open  tumult.  It  would 
be  an  affront  to  the  good  fenlc  of 
the  electors  of  Weitmintfer,  to  alk 
which  party  proceeds  in  the  faircit 
manner,  or  on  which  tide  there 
feems  a  confciou&iefs  of  a  rotten 
caufe  ? 

An  Impartial  Elector, 
Feb.  ic,  1784. 

It  is  almoft  unnecefftry  to  cau- 
tion the  friends  to  Mr.  Fox,  or 
thofe  who  dehre  a  fair  general  meet- 
ing in  Weftminfter-hall,  not  to  at- 
tend an  anonymous  call  in  the 
Court  of  Requefts  this  day,  addreff- 
ed  only  to  the  fupporters  of  the 
late  addrefs. 

On  Tuefday,  Feb.  to,  a  con  ft- 
derable  number  of  perfons  being 
aiTembled  in  the  Court  of  Requcfts, 
fir  Cecil  Wray  was  placed  in  the 
chair,  and  commenced  the  buline:s 
with  a  declaration  of  his  conduit 
in  parliament,  and  hoped  jt  had 
merited  their  approbation  ;  this  de- 
claration was  received  with  the 
greateft  applaufe,  and  every  tett|- 
mony  that  was  due  to  the  exem- 
plary conduct  of  their  worthy  re- 
presentative. 

Lord  Mahon  opened  the  bufinefs 
with  an  able  fpeech,  in  which  he 
entered  largely  into  the  merits 
of  the  prefent  admini Oration,  dif- 
cufied  the  conduct  of  the  late  mi- 
nifters  with  regard  to  the  receipt- 
tax  and  the  Eaft-Jndia  bill ;  his 
lordfhip  declared  he  had  been  uni- 
formly again ll  the  American  war, 
and  joined  in  the  oppofition  which 
bad  been  fuccefsful  againlt  lord 
North's  admini titration  ;  his  lord- 
fhip faid,  he  could  not  conceive  the 
propriety  or  confiftency  of  voting 
a  minifler  out  one  day  and  joining 
with  him  the  next,  and  reprobated 
the  coalition  in  the  fevered  man- 

ner, 
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which  was  received  with  ge- 
neral a-  probation  ;  he  then  rccom- 
m  nded  it  to  the  people  to  a^rce  to 
an  adJrefs,  precifcly  in  the  fame 
form  with  that  which  had  been  prc- 
itnred  to  his  m  jefty,  and  finned 
t>y  2-u  perfons ;  that  the  common 
caufe  of  this  country  was  involved 
in  the  luppo  t  of  the  prefent  admi- 
nillration,  and  hop-d  it  would  meet 
wi  h  g-nertd  ap,  robation.  He  was 
feconded  by  fir  Robert  Smyth,  bart. 

LorJ  Mountmorres  fpoke  for  a 
conliderable  time  with  great  energy, 
and  was  heard  with  the  greareft  at- 
tention. His  lordftup  declared  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  had  but  one 
voice :  and  that  wa*,  to  fupport 
the  father  of  his  people  in  the 
in  intenance  of  his  juft  prerogatives 
ag  iimt  the  invaders  of  the  Biitilh 
c  nftit'iron. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  then  read  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  upon  a  fmall  clamour 
arifm^  from  thofe  who  were  jutt 
come  into  the  court  of  Rcqueft-, 
he  very  julHy  obferved,  that  he 
hoped,  if  any  d.verlity  of  opinion 
p'e vailed,  th  t  th:?y  would  conduft 
thcmfelvcs  with  temper  and  pro- 
priety, without  warmth  or  infult  ; 
that  that  language  was  only  be- 
coming the  Shakfpeare. 

The  atldrefs  was  approved  of  with 
a  very  few  dilTentient  voices. 

Lord  Mahon  then  moved  five 
resolutions  :  approving  the  conduct 
of  fir  Cecil  Wray ;  appointing 
him  to  prefenr  the  addrefc  ;  adding 
certain  names  to  the  Weftminfter 
committee  ;  and  recommending  1 
parliamentary  reform. 

The  laft  refolution  moved  by  lo'd 
Mahon  was  to  defire  the  early  at- 
tendance of  .the  electors  in  Veil- 
minder-hall,  on  Saturday  nex.. 

(No.  VI.) 

At  a  very  numerous  ard  raoft 
refpc&able  public  mcetin;  of  the 
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electors  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Wcflminfter,  holden  (in  purfuance 
of  a  public  advertifcraenC;  this  icth 
day  of  February,  17F4,  in  the 
court  of  Kequcits  in  Wcftimnfter- 
hall, 

Sir  CfiC«L  Wray,  bart.  in  the 

ch;iir. 

1  ft.  Refolved,  (with  lefs  than 
ten  diflenti.nts)  That  the  following 
addrefs  to  his  majefty  (moved  by 
lord  vifcount  Mahon,  and  feconded 
by  fir  Robert  Smyth,  bart.)  be 
approved  of  by  this  meeting  : 

44  To  the  king's  moll  excellent 
majefty. 

•«  The  humble  addrefs  of  the  elec-  j 

tors  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 

Wcftminrter. 
'*  Mod  gracious  fovere'gn, 

w  We  your  majeiiy's  molt  duti- 
ful and  loyaJ  fubjecls,  the  electors 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Weft- 
mi  nil  er,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
throne  with  the  moft  zealous  aflur- 
anccs  of  loyalty  to  your  perfon, 
family,  and  government. 

44  It  was  with  the  utmoft  con- 
cern that  we  beheld  an  Attempt  made 
by  your  majefty's  late  miniltcrs,  to 
deprive  a  great  commercial  com- 
pany jf  thrir  chattered  rights  by 
the  bill  brought  into  parliament, 
which,  had  it  palled  into  a  law, 
wcold  have  been  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent, and  created  a  new  execu- 
tive power  unknown  to  the  conili- 
tution  of  this  country. 

44  We  moft  lincerely  thank  your 
majefty  for  the  difmillion  of  thofe 
mini  Iters  from  their  employments, 
and  allure  your  majefty,  that  we 
have  great  confidence  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  prefent  admimftra* 
lion,  and  that  whilft  they  purfue 
mcaf'ures  conducive  to  the  honour 
of  the  crown  and  the  true  intereftt 
of  their  count ry,  tfcey  may  fafely 
rely  on  the  fnpport  of  the  people." 
(I  4)  »d.  Re- 
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2d.  Rcfolycd,  (with  lcfs  than 
fen  dhTeniients,)  That  the  cordial 
thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
fir  Cecil  Wray,  bart;  our  worthy 
repiefentative,  tor  his  Heady,  uni- 
form, upright  and  patriotic  con- 
duel  in  parliament,  and  that  he  be 
requefted  to  prefent  the  addrefs  of 
the  electors  of  Weftminiter  to  his 
majefty, 

3d.  Referred,  (with  left  than  ten 
diflentients),  That  the  Weftminfter 
committee  be  continued,  and  have 
jull  power  to  make  all  regulations 
relative  to  the  fame  j  and  that  the 
following  pcrfons  be  added  to  the 
committee. 

(The  names  of  one  hundred  pcrr 
fons  were  then  read,  and  unauim- 
ouily  approved  of.) 

4tji.  Refolvcd,  (unanimouflv,) 
Thkt  we  will  unremittingly  pcrfe- 
vere  in  our  exertions  to  procure  an 
effectual  and  fub'lantial  reform  of 
parliament,  in  order  that  the  com- 
mons houfe  of  parliament  may 
have  a  common  intertlt  with,  and 
may  fpeak  the  voice  of  the  people. 

5th.  Refolved  (unanimouflv), 
That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to 
Wcftminfter-hajl,  to  Saturday  morn- 
ing next. 

Cecil  W*av,  Chiirman. 

No.  VII. 

To  the  Independent  Electors  of 
Weftminfter. 

The  very  numerous  and  refpeft- 
able  public  meeting,  held  on  Tucf- 
ay  laft,  at  the  Court  of  Rcqncfts, 
aving  come  to  feveral  important 
refolutions  (which  have  fince  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers)  and 
paving  adjourned  to  Saturday  next 
(to-morrow)  the  14th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary inftant,  to  meet  in  Weft- 
minfter hall  : 

The  electors  are  earncflly  re- 

fuefted  to  atrend  at  Weftminftcr- 
alij  early  in  the  forenoon,  to-mor- 
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row,  in  order  to  fupport  the  tru,e 
and  genuine  fenfe  of  the  people, 
cxprcflcd  in  thofc  proceedings  w»th 
firmnefs  and  moderation. 

As  your  worthy  reprefentative, 
fir  Cecil  Wray,  was  called  to  the 
chair  in  the  court  of  Requeits, 
would  it  not  be  right  and  proper 
to  call  him  again  to.  the  chair  in 
Wcftminlter-hali  ? 

Feb.  1  j. 
Early  on  Saturday  morning,  an 
immenfc  number  of  electors  alTcm- 
blcd  in  Wcftminfter-hall,  purfuant 
to  notice  given  in  the  public  prints. 
By  twelve  o'clock  the  hall  was 
nearly  full,  and  it  is  fuppofed  ten 
thouland  pcrfons  were  prclent.  Mr, 
Fox  then  made  his  appearance,  ac- 
companied by  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
earl  Fitzwilltam,  lord  Maiden,  lord 
Ludlow.  Mr.  Crewe,  Mr.  Lifter, 
general  Efcrgoyne,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick, 
Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Burke,  the  hon. 
Mr.  St.  John,  captain  Byron,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Houfe,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Mr.  Fox  at  his  entrance  was  re- 
ceived with  the  loudeft  applaufc.  Sir 
Cecil  Wray  next  appeared,  attended 
by  lord  Mahon,  lord  Mount  moires, 
Dr.  Jcbb,  &c.  Sec.  and  was  faluted 
with  loud  and  repeated  acclama- 
tions. After  foinc  time,  Mr.  Fox 
appeared  in  the  front  of  the  h lift- 
ings, fupported  on  one  fide  by  Mr. 
Byng,  the  member  for  Middlefex, 
on  the  other,  by  Mr.  Byron,  who 
had  called  the  meeting.  Repeated 
burfts  of  applaufc,  and  the  (hew 
of  hats,  feenicd  for  a  time  to  pro- 
mifc  a  little  order,  as  the  adverfa- 
fies  of  Mr.  Fox  were  evidently  dif- 
firited  and  finking ;  when  lord 
Iviahon,  forcing  his>  way  to  the 
high  railing  that  furrounds  ihe 
cou<  of  Common-Pleas,  and  ftaud- 
ing  oi  the  top  of  them  waved  his 
hat  w'th  the  moft  violent  j/efticula- 
tions.  This  operated  as  a  tignal  to 
his  adherents.    A  fet  of  ill-lookintf 
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fellows  rufhed  on  to  the  huttings 
tore  it  up  with  their  hands,  and 
with  every  a&  of  violence  and  out- 
rage, raifed  fitch  a  clamour  and 
uproar,  as  rendered  it  impotable  tor 
>Ir.  Fox  to  be  heard.  One  of  them 
flung  at  the  head  of  Mr.  Fox  a 
ball,  whofe  villainous  ingredients 
may  be  eafily  inferred,  from  the 
effects  it  produced  upon  evcty  indi- 
vidual, within  the  reach  of  its  noxi- 
ous influence.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Fox,  plainly  perceiving  that  he 
would  not  be  heard,  and  well 
knowing  that  in  the  war  of  tumult, 
lunj^s,  not  realbn,  mull  prevail, 
called  upon  fir  Cecil  Wray  to_di» 
vide  the  alTembly,  as  the  only  pof- 
fible  means  to  uiccrtain  the  num- 
Krs»  beyond  the  power  of  cavil  or 
impofition.  This  propofal  was 
£onfented  to,  and  Mr.  Fox  adjourn- 
ed to  Palace-yard,  followed  by  a 
coniidcrablc  number  of  cleftors,  and 
leaving  the  poficfi!o:v  of  t  he  hall  to 
the  friends  of  admirfiitiarion, 

Mr.  F<j*  took  the  opportunity  of 
addrcfling  the  numerous  and  ref- 
peciable  body  of  his  conuituents, 
who  had  accompanied  him  irom 
the  hall,  an  J  were  uflcmblcd  in  Old 
Palace-yard,  from  a  window  in  the 
KiugVArms.  He  was  heard  with 
ibe  moil  refpeclful  attention,  at- 
f ended  with  repeated  marks  of  ap- 
plaufc  and  approbation.  After 
which  the  horfes  were  taken  from 
his  chariot,  which  was  drawn  by 
the  people  from  the  King's-Arms 
to  Devonfhire-houfe,  attended  by 
multitudes  of  people  of  all  rank*. 
In  palling  through  Pall  Mall,  they 
flopped  a  few  minutes  oppoUc  10 
Carlton-houfe,  where  they  rent,  the 
air  with  repented  acclamations. 

The  pioccflion  was  graced  by  the 
appearance  of  many  ladies  at  the 
windows  in  all  tr.e  itrcits,  through 
•which  they  palled ?  who  v,;a  tfuir 


handkerchiefs  in  token  of  approba- 
tion. 

No.  VIIJ. 
General  meeting  of  the  elector*  of 
Weilminller. 

Feb.  14,  1784. 
At  a  raoft  numerous  meeting  of 
the  elcttors  of  Wc-ftmiatTer,  held 
this  day  in  YVeftminltcr-hall,  the 
right  hon.  Charles  James  Fox  hav- 
ing been  called  to  the  chair, 

The  following  rcfolution  and  ad* 
drefs  were  carried  upon  a  fliew  of 
hands,  by  a  majority  of  at  leifl  Si* 
to  One. 

Reiolvcd,  That  this  meeting  Will 
unremittingly  perfercrc  inVll  legal 
and  constitutional  endeavours  to 
obtain  a  more  adequate  leprefenra* 
tion  of  the  people  in  the  commons 
houfe  of  parliament,  which  im- 
portant branch  of  the  legiflature 
the  people  mull  ever  regard  as  the 
natural  guardian  of  their  unaliem 
able  rights,  and  the  independence 
of  which  is  ablolutely  efKntial  tq 
the  prefervation  of  the  conllitu- 
tion,  as  cilablifhcd  by  the  glorioui 
revolution. 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majelly 
by  the  hon.  Mr.  Fox. 

We  your  majelly *s  moll  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjecis,  the  electors  of 
the  city  of  Wcflminflcr,  whofe 
names  are  hereuntp  fubferibed,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne  with 
the  moft  unfei.  ncd  attachment  to 
your  facred  perfon,  and  to  the  in- 
to rr  ft  of  vour  royal  family. 

To  allure  your  majelty,  that  we 
will  ufe  our  utmott  endeavours  to 
promote  that  unanimity  fo  clTcmial 
to  the  pubic  welfare  in  the  pre  feu  t 
critical  lituation  of  affairs. 

And  as  we  have  always  regarded 
the  commons  houfe  of  parliament, 
as  the  natural  guardian  of  our  un* 
amenable  rights,  we  humblv  hope' 
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that  whatever  miuifters  your  ma- 
jelly  mav,  in  your  wifdom,  call  to 
the  high  polls  of  government,  will 
hold  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe  in  the 
fame  tefpect  as  their  predecefibrs  in 
office  have  done  from  the  sera  of  the 
glorious  revolution,  to  the  prcfent 
period. 

That  your  majefty  may  long 
reiqn  in  the  hearts  of  a  happy  and 
united  people,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
inithful  fubjec-ls. 

Refolvcd,  that  this  meeting  do 
now  adjourn. 

C.  J.  Fox,  Chairman. 
No.  IX. 

Westminster  Meeting. 

Feb.  14,  1784. 

At  a  vrry  numerous  and  moft 
rcfpeclable  meeting  of  the  electors, 
of  Weftminfter,  held  this  tlav  in 
Wcftminder-hall,  the  hu  tings  that 
had  been  ill  erectrd  by  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Fox,  near  the  fteps  of  the 
court  of  Common- Pleas,  broke 
down,  which  prevented  the  chair 
being  taken  fo  foon  as  otherwife  it 
would  have  been. 

Lord  Mahon  was  then  carried  in 
triumph  to  the  oppolite  fide  of  the 
hall,  on  the  moulders  of  the  elec- 
tors, where  his  lordfliip  moved  the 
following  rcfolution  :  which  being 
printed  in  very  large  capitals,  on  a 
wide  (licet  of  parchment,  was  held 
up  by  him,  and  was  diftin'tlv  feen 
from  every  part  of  the  hall.  The 
refolution  was  as  follows,  and,  be- 
ing feconded,  was  carried  by  a  pro- 
digious majority,  viz. 

Refolved,  yhat  tn'*  meeting  do 
adopt  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
public  meeting  held  at  the  Court  of 
Rcquefts,  on  Tuefday  laft. 

Lord  Mahon  was  then  carried 
(as  above)  to  the  (reps  leading  to 
the  court  of  Chancery  and  King's- 
bench,  where  the  faid  Refolution 
was  a^uin  moved  by  his  lordfbip, 


feconded  and  carried  by  a  full  more 
confiderablc  majority. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  was  then  caKed 
to  the  chair  at  the  lair  mentioned 
place,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  then  moved,  feconded,  and 
all  carried,  with  very  few  diflen- 
tient».  The  frcond,  third,  an4 
fourth  refolution--,  were  moved  by 
Dr.  J  ebb,  and  feconded  by  lord 
Mountmorres. 

Refolved,  firfllv,  That  this  meet- 
ing do  approve  of  and  confirm  the 
addrefs  to  his  maje!*y,  which  was 
agreed  ujon  in  the  Court  of  He- 
quefts,  WeUmintler-ha.l,  on  Tuef- 
day lair. 

Secondly,  That  the  coalition 
formed  between  the  right  honour- 
able Charles  James  fox,  and  the 
right  hon.  Tord  North,  was  inju- 
rious to  i itc  cuife  t.t  ndmn  and 
of  publ  c  virtue,  and  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  confequent  adminillra- 
tion  was  highly  detrimental  to  the 
interetls  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. 

Thirdly,  That  it  is  cflential  to 
the  caufe  of  public  freedom,  that 
all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  (hould 
unite  and  aiTociate  in  favour  of  a 
fubtfantial  reform  in  the  rcprefen- 
tation  of  the  commons,  and  tint 
this,  or  any  ad  mini  Oration,  will 
delerve  the  lupport  and  confidence 
of  the  country,  in  proportion  to 
the  zeal  with  which  they  (hall  bring 
forward,  and  endeavour  to  cirry 
into  etfcel,  that  falutary  meafure. 

Fourthly,  That  the  parliament- 
ary conduct  of  fir  Cecil  Wrav,  ban. 
has  ever  been  honourable  to  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  h*s 
country— -that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
warmelt  gratitude  of  his  constitu- 
ents, and  in  the  higheft  degree  de« 
fcrving  of  their  future  confidence 
and  fupport. 

Fifthly.  (On  the  motion  of  the 
fight  hon.  lord  Ongley,  which 

was 
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was  feconded  by  the  right  hon.    ing,  and  agreeable  to  the  ufage  in 
lord  Mountmorres)  it  was  unani-    fuch  ca  es  of  this  city, 
moufly  refolved,  Reiblved,  Thar  the  proceedings 

That  thofc  men  who  (hall,  at  of  a  meeting,  held  in  the  intervai 
this  period,  endeavour  to  obftruct  in  the  Court  of  Requcfts,  on  Tucf- 
the  neceffary  butinefs  of  the  nation,  day  the  10th  inftant,  called  by  ano- 
ou^ht  to  be  conlidcred  as  enemies  nynv>us  hand -bills  and  advertife- 
to  their  countrv.  mei.ts,  deliring  at  firft  the  attend- 

Sixthly,  Refolved,  (with  very  ancc  only  of  thofc  who  had  hgncd, 
few  dillentlents)  That  the  thanks  or  who  approved,  the  addrefs  ot  the 
of  this  meeting  be  given  to  lord  high-fteward,  dean,  and  court  of 
Mahon,  lord  Mountmorres,  and  bur^efles,  and  perfevcred  in  by  ad- 
Dr>  jebb.  vertifcmmts  ftill  anonymous,  after 

Seventhly,  Refolved,  That  the  Saturday  the  10th  iuitant  (being 
thanks  or  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  firll  dav  on  which  the  hall  was 
the  gentlemen  who  compofe  the  difengagej)  had  been  publ  cly  noti- 
committee,  for  conducting  the  bu-  fied  for  the  general  meeting,  were 
linefs  of  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  altoge  her  partial  and  irregusar,  and 
his  majefty  for  difmhfing  his  Lite  that  the  refblutions  of  fuch  a  meet- 
unpopular  miniftcrs.  ing  cannot  with  decency  be  pre- 
Cecil  What,  Chairman,   tended  to  have  fpoken  the  fenic  of 

the  electors  of  Wcftminfter. 
^*  Refolved,  That  the  faid  meet- 

KingVArms  Tavern,  Palace-yard.   \n„  in  the  court  of  Requells,  even 

Feb.  18,  1784.       if  it  had  been  fairly  and  impartially 
At  a  numerous  and  rcfpcclable   called,  being  in  confequencc  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Wcftminfter  com-   fummons  for  electors  only,  and 
mittee,  fummoned  by  public  adver-   this  committee  being  conftituted  by 
tif'ement  in  all  the  papers.  the  inhabitants  at  large  of  the  city 

John  Brett,  efq.  in  the  chair.  and  liberties  of  Wcftminfter,  the 
Refolved,  That  the  addrefs  in-  extravagant  vote  paiTed  at  that 
titled,  "  An  addrefs  of  the  high  meeting,  for  adding  one  hundred 
fte-vard,  dean,  and  court  of  bur-  members  to  this  committee,  cannot 
gefles,  and  other  houfcholders  of  but  be  confidcred  as  an  artifice 
the  city  of  Weflminfter,"  was  for-  which  would  have  been  unworthy 
reptitioufly  obtained,  and  was  a  a  fair  afle«vbly,  and  was  alfb  a  di- 
meafure  contrary  to  the  ufual,  open,  reft  and  violent  infringement  of  the 
and  fair  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  rights  of  a  rcfpertable  part  of  the 
citv.  conltituents  of  this  committee,  and 

Refolved,  That  the  advertife-  that  this  committee  do  accordingly 
mcnt.  calling  a  general  meeting  on  treat  the  attempt  with  becoming 
Saturday  the  14th  inftant,  in  con  indignation,  and  dircfl  their  fecre- 
fequence  of  the  previous  meeting  tary  not  to  admit  the  name  of  any 
at  the  Shakfpeare,  and  figned  with  one  of  thofc  hundred  perfons  fo  ap- 
the  chairman's  name,  gave  timely  pointed,  upon  the  books  of  this 
and  fufficient  notice  to  the  eledors  committee. 

of  this  city  that  fuch  general  meet-  Refolved,  That  the  fubfequent 
ing  would  be  held  on  that  day,  and  conduct  of  the  abettors  of  the  faid 
was  a  manly  and  becoming  proceed-  meeting  and  addrefs,  by  perfever- 

ing 
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ing  in  anonymous  advertifements 
and  fcurrilous  hand-bills,  to  ap- 
point an  earlier  hour  tor  taking  the 
chair,  by  naming  a  Chairman  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting,  and  by  other 
inflammatory  proceedings,  did  ma- 
nifeftly  tend  to  call  for  and  prmnife 
a  fpint  of  tumult  and  confuiion, 
when  the  meeting  litould  take  place  j 
and  that  as  fuch  was  their  preced- 
ing conduct,  fo  this  committee  have 
abundjnt  evidence  that,  during  the 
meeting,  there  was  every  appear- 
ance of  a  premeditated  plan  of  riot 
and  violence. 

This  committee  farther  receiving, 
with  the  moft  ferious  concern,  in- 
formation of  many  ails  of  jjrcal 
outrage  and  violence  committed, 
'  and  endeavoured  to  be  committed 
at  the  general  meeting,  and  more 
particularly  of  a  moft  atrocious  at- 
tempt, unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  this  country,  and  abhorrent  to 
the  nature  of  Kugliflimcn,  and 
which  might  have  had  the  moft  fa- 
tal confequenccs,  do  rafolve,  That 
a  felect  committee  of  nine  mem- 
bers be  appointed  to  examine  fully 
into  the  fame,  and  to  lay  before 
this  committee  the  tcfult  of  their 
enquiries  with  as  much  expedition 
as  poffible. 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
members  are  chofen  as  the  felefr. 
committee,  viz. 

Earl  of  Surrey, 

Right  hon.  Rich.  Fitzpatrick, 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  ban. 

Thomas  Byron,  efq. 

R.  B.  Sheridan,  efq. 

Dudley  Long,  efq. 

A.  Wal linger,  efq. 

R.  Hollingworth,  efq. 

A.  Shove,  efq. 

Refolved,  That  this  committee 
do  adjourn  to  Friday  next,  ;it  twelve 
o'clock  at  noon,  to  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  fetec!  -  committee,  and 
on  other  fpecial  affairs.  > 

John  B-<lti,  Chairman. 


PAP£R$. 

No.  XI. 
To  the  Public. 
King's  Anns  Tavern,  Palace-yard. 
Wciiimmtcr. 

Feb.  17,  1784. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
duel  the  bulincfs  of  the  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  his  majefty  for  difmiiftng 
his  late  minifters,  having  feen  in 
the  public  prints  an  advertifement, 
figned  C.  T.  Fox,  Hating,  that  at 
the  general  meeting  of  the  electors 
of  Wcftminfter,  held  in  Weftmin- 
ftcr-hall  on  Saturday  lair,  the  refo- 
tion  and  addrefs  therein  infened, 
were  carried  by  a  majority  of  at 
lejft  Six  to  One  ; 

This  committee  think  proper  to 
apprife  the  public,  that  levcral 
members  of  the  faid  committee  do 
pofitivcly  gflert,  (and  are  ready, 
when  properly  called  upon,  to  at- 
teft)  that  they  were  clofe  to  the 
h uftings  the  whole  time  Mr.  Fox 
was  in  the  hall,  and  that  fo  great 
was  the  noife  and  tumult  during 
that  period  in  that  pan  of  the  hall, 
that  they  were  not  able  to  hear  any 
thing  that  fell  cither  from  Mr.  Fox, 
or  from  any  of  his  friends. 

The  public  will  therefore  judge, 
whether  it  were  poflible  for  fo  many 
thoufand  electors,  as  were  there 
aflembled,  to  have  aflented  to,  or 
diflcnted  from,  proportions  then 
and  there  aliened  to  have  been 
made,  from  the  utter  impoflibiliry 
of  hearing  or  undcrftanding  the 
purport  of  them. 

John  CwuacHitL, Chairman. 
No.  >TI. 
KingVArms  Tavern,  Palace-yard. 

Feb.  2c,  17S4. 

At  a  numerous  and  moft  relpect- 
able  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Wcft- 
minfter Committee  of  Aflbciation. 
John  Butt,  c'q.  in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  felt  c\  commit- 
tee was  received  and  read. 

Report 
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Report  of  tho  feUV>  committee 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  ads 
of  outrage  and  violence  committed 
at  the  general  meeting:  held  in 
Weilminttcr  hall,  or»  Saturday  the 
14th  initanr. 

Upon  a  ferious  and  full  enquiry 
into  the  circumrtancc  attending  the 
outrages  committed,  and  the  tu- 
mults attempted  to  he  railed  at  the 
general  meeting,  held  on  Saturday 
the  14th  inltant,  at  YVcftmmlfcr- 
hall,  your  fclect  committee  fiml  it 
fubftantiated  by  the  moil  indifput- 
able  tcftimony,  that  there  were  fe- 
veral  bands  of  ruffians  difperfed 
through  the  hall,  who  vour  com- 
mittee have  reafon  to  believe,  were 
neither  electors  or  inhabitants  of 
YVcftminfter,  and  who  a<fted  evi- 
dently upon  a  concerted  plan,  and 
whofe  outrages  were  fuch,  as  to 
endanger  even  the  lives  of  perlbns 
whom  your  committee  have  exa- 
mined. 

Upon  the  fubject  which  your 
committee  arc  more  particularly 
directed  to  examine  into,  they  find 
upon  a  full  inveftigation  and  exa- 
mination of^evidence,  that  after 
Mr.  Fox  had  been  fome  time  in  the 
front  of  the  hulrings,  and  while  he 
was  addrelllng  the  electors  (his 
principal  opponents  being  at  a  ion- 
fidcrable  diftance,  a  canvas  ba^  was 
throivn  at  him. 

It  appears  bv  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  done,  and  from  the 
fingular  conttru.Minn  of  the  ba;r, 
that  the  intention  mult  have  been 
that  the  contents  fhould  difcharge 
themfelvcs  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Fox. 

Your  committee  find,  that  though 
the  execution  of  this  failed  in  part, 
yet  Air.  Fox,  and  many  pcrfons 
whom  your  committee  have  care- 
fully examined,  were  initantly  and 
violently  afhVted  by  a  noifbme  pow- 
der and  vapour  which  ifl'uvd  from 
the  bag. 


That  an  attempt  was  immedi- 
ately made  by  fomc  ruffians  to  re- 
cover the  bag :  but  that  it  w:is  de- 
tained by  the  exertions  of  perfons 
whom  your  committee  have  exa- 
mined, and  th.it  aftenvards  being 
produced  at  Devoniliire-hoiifc  in 
the  prefence  of  a  great  number  of 
pcrfons,  your  committee  have  the 
te.limony  of  gentlemen,  who  were 
immediately,  upon  fmelling  the 
powder  at  a  di.tance,  feixed  with 
violent  coughing  and  fickneis,  and 
that  fomc  ot  thole  gentlemen  were 
aftlvled  thereby  for  the  remaining 
part  of  the  evening. 

That  upon  this  is  was  determin- 
ed to  have  the  contents  examined 
by  fome  eminent  chcmill ;  whofc 
opinion  your  committee  fubjoins. 

Your  commi'iee  have  alio  the 
aftiJavits  of  perfons,  to  lubftantiatc 
the  identity  of  the  bag  and  con- 
tents delivered  to  Mr,  Stock. 

Your  felcft  committee  have  nlfo 
the  moll  refper table  authorities, 
which  render  it  unquellionable,  that 
euphorbium  is  a  drug  of  fo  poifon  - 
ous  and  fubtle  a  nature,  that  a  very 
fma'l  quantity  reaching  the  ftomac!* 
of  any  perfon,  might  produce  tho 
meft  fatal  confluences* 

(Signed)    Godfrey  Webfter, 
Thomas  Byron, 
R.  HoUingwortfr, 
R.  Fitzpatrickt 
Dudley  Long, 
J.  A.  Wallinger, 
R.  B.  Sheridan, 
A.  H  Shove. 
Tli?  tc  Simony  of  Mr.  Stock  in- 
ferred to  by  the  above  report. 

"  Having  examined  very  care- 
fully  the  contents  of  thebag  brought 
to  nic  by  Mr.  Robinfon  and  an- 
chor tfji'tlemar?,  I  find  it  to  con- 
t  iln  cap'.Icum  and  euphorbium. 
The  euphorbium  is  extremely  w^ll 
difgtiilcu,  being  in  powder,  aid 
thsrcf'>i\;  I  an:  led  to  judge  it  to  be 
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that,  more  from  its  great  activity  than 
from  its  vifible  appearance  ;  1  exa- 
mined it  with  great  caution,  and 
indeed  a  pprehenhon,  becaufe  1  have 
been  frequently  affected  by  it ;  yet, 
with  all  my  cautiou  of  (lopping  my 
nofe  and  mouth,  I  felt  its  effects. 
My  fervants  who  were  in  the 
place,  or  accidentally  parting,  were 
inftantly  feized  with  heat  in  the 
nofe  and  throat,  and  violent  cough- 
ing. A  perfon  coming  into  the 
warchoufe  from  the  air  was  affected 
by  it  immediately.  The  quality  of 
both  thefc  ingredients,  more  par- 
ticularly ei'phorbium,  is  extremely 
noxious  and  dangerous  when  ap- 
plied fo  as  to  be  taken  iuto  the  eyes, 
nofe,  and  mouth  ;  it  occal ions  vio- 
lent and  extreme  inflammation,  dif- 
charge  of  watery  humour  from  the 
eyes  and  nofe,  and  violent  and  in- 
tolerable heat  in  the  throat ;  it  will 
occafion  ulcerations  in  the  throat ; 
indeed,  when  violent  inflammation 
is  excited  in  any  part,  there  is  no 
laying  where  fuch  fymptoms  mav 
end,  nor  is  there  any  reafon  why  it 
may  not  produce  effects  that  will 
put  an  end  to  life. 

"  Wm.  Stock,  Ludgate-hili." 

For  the  further  fatisfac~tinn  of 
fomc  members  of  this  committee, 
who  are  oppofcrs  of  the  addrefs  and 
proceedings  ligncd  by  Mr.  Fox,  the 
chairman  of  the  felect  committee 
offered  to  enter  into  the  detail  of 
the  evidence  upon  which  the  felect 
committee  had  founded  their  re- 
port ;  and  at  the  defire  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  a  refpcclable  witnefs, 
who  had  not  attended  the  felect 
committee,  was  called  in  and  exa- 
mined by  this  committee.  The 
following  rcfolutions  were  then 
unanimoufly  agreed  to : 

Refolvcd  unanimoully,  That  this 
committee,  conceiving  a  juil  in- 
dignation at  the  enormity  of  the 
proceedings  flated  in  their  report 
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of  their  fclect  committee,  do  con- 
tinue the  appointment  of  the  faid 
felect  committee,  and  earneflly  re- 
quell  them  to  purine  the  moil  ef- 
fectual methods  for  the  difcovery  of 
the  authors  and  inftruments  of  the 
tumults  and  acts  of  outrage  dated 
in  their  report;  and  more  efpecially 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
detect  the  contrivers  and  perpe- 
trators of  that  atrocious  attempt, 
which  difgraces  humanity  and  the 
manners  of  a  free  people. 

Refolved,  That,  for  the  further- 
ance of  this  object,  immediate  ap- 
plication be  made  to  the  magi  Urates 
of  Welrminller ;  and  this  committee 
tio  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  two 
hundred  guineas,  to  any  perfon  or 
pcrfons,  who  (hall  difcovcr  the 
parties  concerned  in  preparing  the 
laid  bag  and  ingredients,  or  in 
throwing  the  fame,  knowing  the 
contents  thereof;  which  fum  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Meff.  Drum- 
mond  and  Co.  bankers,  Charing- 
crofs,  to  be  paid  on  conviction  of 
any  of  the  offenders. 

This  bulinefs  being  fettled,  it 
was  moved,  that,  whereas  an  ad- 
vertisement has  appeared  in  feveral 
of  the  public  papers,  figned  John 
Churchill,  purporting  that  the  tu- 
mult near  the  huftin^s,  in  Weft- 
minftcr-hall,  on  Saturday  the  14th 
in  it  ant,  was  fuch  as  to  prevent  the 
perfons  neareft  the  huilings  frnm 
hearing  what  fell  either  from  Mr. 
Fox,  or  any  of  his  friends : 

And  refolved,  (with  one  diflen- 
tient)  that  it  appears  to  this  com- 
mittee, that  no  perfon,  or  number 
of  perfons,  aflembled  near  the  huil- 
ings, for  the  purpofe  of  interrupt- 
ing  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting, 
by  tumult  and  clamour,  have  any 
right  to  impeach  the  validity  of 
fuch  proceedings,  under  pretence 
that  the  proportions  could  not  be 
d'flinctly  heard,  when  the  (everal 
queftions  were  regularly  put  by  the 
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chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  de- 
cided, according  to  the  ufuai  mode, 
by  a  ihew  of  hands  ;  and  that  the 
infiauation  contained  in  the  above- 
mdnti  ned  advertifement  can  only 
be  confide  red  as  an  attempt  from 
the  minority  who  ditfented  from 
the  proceedings  agreed  to  on  the 
14th  of  February,  to  convey  an 
unfounded  imputation  upon  the 
candour,  fairnefs,  and  impartiality, 
which  characterized  the  conduct  of 
the  chairman,  as  well  as  of  the  ma- 
jority of  electors  aflcmbled  on  that 
day. 

Adjourned  to  Friday  the  27th 
of  February,  iiift.  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  noon. 

John.Baett,  chairman. 


Ncrative  of  tbc  P  weeding  of  the 
Member  s  of  the  Houfe  of  Commonly 
ivho  met  at  the  St,  Albans  Tavern, 
far  the  Purpofe  of  promoting  an 
Union  of  Partirs, 

No.  I. 

A  meeting  of  fuch  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  as  wifli  to 
promote  an  union  of  parries,  is 
earncftly  requeued  at  the  St.  Al- 
bans Tavern,  this  day,  the  26th 
inrianr,  at  twelve  o'clock  precifcly. 

No.  II. 

Mo-day,  Jan.  26,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  ihe  country  gentlemen 
ax  the  St.  Albans  Tavern.  They 
Mrere  fifty -five  in  number,  and,  in 
point  of  property  and  confideration 
in  the  coii'ntry,  truly  refpcclable. 
The  hon.  Mr.  Grofvenor,  as  hav- 
ing flood  forward  in  the  houfe  to 
erect  the  ftandard  of  union,  was 
voted  into  the  chair.  The  meeting 
then  came  to  a  refolution,  dc  taring 
that  they  would  fupport  the  pnrty 
whofhould,  in  theprefent  diftracled 
lament,  nuusjfeit  a  difpoliiiou  u 


Pinion  ;  and  they  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  delegates  to  wait  on  the 
principal  perfons,  and  endeavour* 
by  mediation  and  treaty,  to  bring 
about  the  dehrable  union.  Ac- 
cordingly the  committee  /epai'cd 
to  St.  James's,  as  Mr.  Pitt  could 
only  be  fecn  there,  and  they  had  a 
conference  with  him  of  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour  ;  the  re fu It  of  wlJch 
we  do  not  know,  farther  than  that 
he  gave  them  the  mod  explicit  atfii- 
rance  that  parliament  fliould  not 
be  diflolved  with  his  content. 

No.  lit. 

Anthentic  Account  of  the  ProxeedingM 
of  the  Gentlemen,  Members  of  tU 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  ajfembled 
at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern  on  Mon- 
day, Tuefday,  and  Teflerday,  with 
a  l^iew  to  conciliate  Differences* 
and  to  forward  an  Union  of  the 
contending  Parties  in  Parliament. 

On  Monday,  the  26th  inftanr,  a 
mrering  was  held  at  the  St.  Albans 
Tavern,  for  the  purpofe  of  recom- 
mending an  union  ot  parties,  when 
an  addrefs  wa*  agreed  to  and  figned 
by  fifty-three  members  of  the  houfe 
of  com  nons,  and  prefented  by  a 
committee  to  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  the  right  hon.  William  Pitt, 
The  committee  were,  the  hon, 
Mr.  Grofvenor,  the  hon.  Charles 
Marfiiain,  fir  William  Lemon,  and 
Mr.  Powys.  The  purport  of  the 
addrefs  having  already  appeared  in 
print,  it  is  unneccfTary  to  repeat 
it.  To  which  the  following  an* 
fwers  were  returned  : 

The  duke  of  Portland  returned 
for  anfwer : 

"  That  he  fhauld  think  himfelf 
happy  in  obeying  the  commands 
of  i'o  rcfpedlable  a  meerin;;  ;  but 
the  greateft  difficulty  to  him,  and 
he  imagines  fti-1  greuer  to  Mr. 
Pit-,  •»  Mr.  I'itt's  being  in  oihee," 

Mr. 
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.  Mr.  Pitt's  anfwer  was  : 

lc  That  he  will  be  very  ready  to 
p*y  attention  to  the  commands  of 
fo  resectable  a  meeting,  and  co- 
operate  with  their  willies,  to  form  a 
ftron  jer  ami  more  extended  admi- 
nitl  ration,  if  the  fame  can  be  done 
with  principle  and  honour." 

On  Tuelday  the  27th,  the  gen- 
tlemen met  at  the  fa  d  tavern, 
when  there  appeared  to  be  feventy 
members,  and  the  above  anfwers 
being  read,  they  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions : 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  meeting  be  given  to  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Portland,  and  the  right 
hon.  William  Pitt,  tor  the  atten- 
tion they  have  refpcctivtly  declared 
themfclvcs  ready  to  pay  to  the  rc- 
quilitions  prci'emcd  to  them  in  our 
hames. 

Refolved,  fecondly,  That,  in 
anxious  expectation  ot  a  cordial 
co-operation  of  great  and  resect- 
able characters  acting  on  the  fame 
public  principles,  we  beg  leave  to 
exprefs  our  moll  earncft  with,  that 
i'ome  explanation  may  be  had  be- 
tween the  duke  of  Portland  and 
Mr.  Pitt  on  any  difficulty  in  rhat 
wav  of  confidential  intercourfc. 

Refolved,  thirdly,  That  we  do 
rot  prefumc  to  point  out  the  mode 
in  which  fuch  mutual  explanation 
mav  be  obtained,  nudioulfy  avoid- 
ing  any  interference  on  our  part, 
which  may  impede  or  counteract 
whatever  tfeps  arc  taken  towards 
that  communication  which  it  is  our 
object  to  effect. 

Rcfojvcd,   fourthly,  That  the 
chairman  be  defued  to  communi- 
que the  refolutions  to  his  grace  of 
*V*>rtland  and  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  refolutions  being  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Pitt,  he  returned 
the  following  anfwer  : 

*'  Mr.  l*itt  having  received  from 
£0  refpectable  a  meeting  an  intima- 


tion of  their  wifties,  that  forrtc  ex- 
planation may  be  had  between  the 
duke  of  Portland  and  himfelf,  on 
any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  con- 
fidential intercourfe,  beg  to  aflurc 
Mr.Grofvcnor  (the  chairman)  ihat 
there  are  no  difficulties  on  his  part 
in  the  way  of  an  immediate  inter- 
courfe  with  the  duke  of  Portland 
on  the  fubject  of  an  union,  con- 
fident with  honour  and  principle* 
which  he  agrees  with  the  gentlemen 
of  the  meeting  in  thinking  of  the 
grca:eft  importance  in,  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  country.  If,  on  his 
grace's  part,  there  are  any  objec- 
tions to  inch  WercOurfc,  Mr.  Pitt 
withes  to  have  them  ftated,  and 
will  immediately  give  a  direct  an- 
fwer with  regard  to  them.'* 

The  duke  of  Portland  returned 
the  following  anfwer  (addrefled  to 
the  chairman)  : 

Devon-houfe,  Thurfday* 
Jan.  39,  1784. 

Sir, 

As  you  have  fo  very  obligingly 
communicated  to  me  the  afluranccs 
you  have  received  from  Mr.  Pitt, 
<«  that  there  are  no  difficulties  on 
his  part  in  the  way  of  an  immediate 
inteicourfe  between  him  and  me,  on 
thd  fifbjcct  of  an  union  of  parties, 
arid  that  he  is  ready  to  give  an  im- 
mediate aud  direct  anfwer  to  any 
objections  which  I  may  have  to 
fuch  intercourfc,"  my  fincere  in- 
clination to  concur  in  th*c  wiflics  of 
the  very  refpectable  meeting,  of 
which  you  fo  worthily  fill  the 
chair  ;  and  my  anxious  dcfirc  to 
fee  fuch  an  adminifiration  formed 
upon  n  folid  and  fecure  bafis,  as 
may  rertore  harmony  to  th:s  di- 
iNacted  empire,  and  may  be  en- 
titled to  the  confidence  and  fuppo.t 
of  evcr\-  true  frifnd  of  his  coun- 
try, make  it  ncccflary  for  me  to  • 
trouble  you  with  a  rcpetiiion  of  ti  e" 

re  \  Ton  *  , 
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teafons  which  I  afligned  to  you  and 
other  gemlcmen  who  delivered  me 
the  reprcfentation  and  rcquiution 
of  jour  meeting  of  the  26th  of 
January,  for  declining  an  imme- 
diate interview  with  Mr.  Pitr,  on 
the  prefent  arduous  fituation  of 
public  affairs. 

I  had  the  honour  of  dating  to 
you,  I  did  not  think  it  poflible  that 
fuch  a  meeting  would  tend  to  for- 
ward the  defiraulc  end  we  all  wifli, 
as  long  as  Mr.  Pitt  remained  in  his 
miniilcrial  capacity,  notwithstand- 
ing the  refolution  of  the  home  of 
commons  of  the  1 6th  inftant.  Un- 
der thefc  circumftaju.es  the  embar- 
rafltnent  fceins  mutual,  and  difficult 
to  be  got  over  j  but  if  any  expe- 
dient can  be  deviled  for  removing 
it,  I  (hall  be  extremely  ready  to 
confer  with  Mr*  Pitt,  and  to  con- 
tribute every  faculty  in  my  power 
to  promote  the  objc&  of  our  joint 
wiines. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  refpeel, 

Your  mod  obedient 

(Signed)  Portland. 

Tho.  Grofvenor,  efq. 
chairman. 

Thurfday  the  29th.  The  gen- 
tlemen met,  and  there  being  above 
eighty  members  prefent,  they  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolvcd,  That  the  chairman  be 
requeued  to  return  our  thanks  to 
the  duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
for  the  additional  favour  they  have 
now  given  of  their  attention  to  our 
wifhes. 

To  exprefs  our  cordial  fatisfac- 
tioft  to  find  thev  agree  in  opinion 
with  this  meeting,  that  an  union 
is  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  is 
the  object  of  their  joint  wifhes. 

To  intimate  to  them,  that  after 
thefe  declarations,  we  are  the  more 
flrongly  confirmed  in  our  hope  and 

1784. 
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expectation,  that  by  the?  interven- 
tion of  mutual  friends,  forae  ex- 
pedient may  be  advife^,  which  may 
tend  to  remove  the  difficulty  whicti 
is  tfated  to  be  the  mod  material  ob« 
ftacle  to  a  communication  between 
them,  on  the  fubjecl  of  a  cordial 
and  permanent  union. 

(Signed)          T.  Orosvemor, 

chairman* 

The  members  then  adjourned  to 
Monday  next. 

[It  is  but  fairnefs  to  add,  that 
the  duke  of  Portland  had  leen  Mr. 
Pitt's  anfwer,  but  Mr.-  Pitt  has  not 
yet  feen  the  duke's. J 

No.  IV. 

St.  Albans  Tavern,  Saturday, 
Jan.  31,  1784. 
At  a  meeting  held  by  the  gen- 
tlemen, members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  who  aftcmblcd  from 
time  to  time,  with  a  view  to  con- 
ciliate differences,  and  to  forward 
an  union  of  the  contending  parties 
In  parliament,  the  following  an- 
fwvrs  were  received  and  read  : 

Mr.  Pitt  has  already  had  the 
honour  of  ftating  to  Mr.  Grof- 
venor, that  there  are  no  difficulties 
on  his  Dart  in  the  way  of  an  imJ 
mediate  intercourse  for  the  purpofo 
of  effecting  an  union  confluent 
with  honour  and  principle.  With 
regard  to  the  en  barraflinent  fluted 
by  the  duke  of  Portland  in  hia 
grace's  letter,  referred  to  in  the 
refohitions  of  the  meeting*  arifing 
from  Mr.  Pitt's  remaining  in  his 
miniuerial  capacity,  it  is  an  env 
barraffment  which  Mr.  Pitt  cannot 
remove,  by  relignation,  in  order  to; 
negociatc.  In  thefc  circumitanccs, 
Mr.  Pitt  has  it  not  in  his  power  to 
fuggeit  any  expedient,  but  is  very 
defirous  of  learning  wheiher  the 
duke  of  Portland  can  propofc  any 
thing  which  his  grace  confide  rs  as 
fuch ;  and  he  begs  at  the  fame 
(K.)  time 
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time  to  add,  that  his  prefent  mini  - 
flarial  capacity  is  no  obftacle  to  his 
cnfcuiling  every  point  that  relates  to 
the  dcfirablc  object  in  queilion,  as 
freely  and  openly  as  he  could  do  in 
any  other  fituation. 

Berkelcy-fquare, 

31ft  Jan.  1784. 

Devon-houfc,  Sat. 
31ft  Jan.  1 784. 

Sir, 

I  am  extremely  forry  that  Mr. 
"Pitt  appears  fo  pofitively  to  decline 
fuggcriing  any  expedient,  on  his 
part,  to  remove  the  difficulties 
which  obdruiSt  the  confidence  you 
dcfire.  I  believe  you  will  agree, 
that  the  continuance  of  the  prefect 
miniftry  and  the  honour  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  are  not  very 
cafily  reconcileablc. 

It  was  the  fenfe  of  thofe  diffi- 
culties, and  my  earneit  deli  re  of 
complying  with  the  opinions  of 
gentlemen,  whofe  fentimcnts  claim 
my  higheft  refpeel,  that  induced 
me  to  Uiggeft  the  poflibility  of  an 
expedient  which  you  will  eafily  dif- 
cern  would  not  depend  upon  me. 
The  recollection  of  limilar  events 
in  two  fucceflive  years  led  me  to 
flatter  myfelf  that  there  was  a  mid- 
dle way  between  the  actual  refigna- 
tion  of  minilters  and  the  neglect  of 
what  appeared  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  I  hoped 
that  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  adverted 
to  thofe  events,  and  I  truft  they 
will  yet  have  due  weight  with 
him  ;  I  (hall  moft  certainly  rejoice 
in  any  propofition  that  can  promife 
to  lay  a  balis  for  the  tranquillity  and 
fettleincnt  which  are  the  objects  of 
our  common  wilhes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  truth  and  regard,  fir,  your 
moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Portland. 
Tho.  Grofvcnor,  efq. 
chairman. 
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The  meeting,  after  dining  toge- 
ther, adjourned  to  Monday,  the 
fecond  of  February,  at  eleven 
o'clock.  The  chair  to  be  taken 
prccifely  at  twelve. 

The   following  Members   of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  with  others, 
whole  names  we  have  not  been 
able  to  afecrtain,  attended  the 
meetings  lately  held  at  the  St. 
Albans  Tavern,  with  a  view  to 
effect  an  Union  of  Parties,  and 
thus  lay  the  ground  for  a  it  able 
and  permanent  Adminiltration. 
Thomas  GnosvtNOii,  efq. 
chairman. 
Francis  Anncfley,  efq. 
John  Barrington,  efq. 
Hon.  George  Berkeley 
Richard  Wilbrahara  Bootle,  ef(j. 
Hon.  William  Bouverie 
Tho.  Bcrney  Bramllon,  efq. 
Vrfcount  Bulkeley 
John  Buller,  jun.  eiq. 
Sir  George  Cornwall 
Sir  Rob.  Saluftury  Cotton 
John  Dawes,  efq. 
Baron  Dimfdale 
William  Drake,  jun.  efq. 
The  hon.  George  Keith  tlphin- 

lione 
Earl  Kufton 
William  Ewer,  efq. 
Hon.  Archibald  Frazer 
Thomas  Gilbert,  efq. 
Ainbrofe  Goddard,  elq. 
George  Graham,  efq. 
Sir  Harry  Gough 
Benjamin  Hammett,  efa^ 
Hon.  Thomas  Hailcy 
E.  Hervey,  efq. 
Sir  Harry  Houghton 
Arthur  Holdfworth,  efq. 
Filmer  Honcywood,  efq. 
Sir  Richard  Hotham 
Sir  George  Howard 
William  Huffey,  efq, 
Benjamin  Kcenc,  efq. 
Thomas  Kemp,  efq. 
Richard  Payne  Knight,  efq. 
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Sir  Robert  Lawley 

Sir  William  Lemon 

Sir  James  Tylney  Long 

Hon.  James  Luttrell 

Hon.  general  Luttrell 

William  Lygon,  efq. 

Sir  Horace  Mann 

Hon.  Charles  Marmara 

Sir  Jofeph  Mawbcy 

Sir  Roger  Moftyn 

John  Parry>  elq. 

Henry  Pcirfe,  elq. 

William  Pochin,  efq. 

Thomas  Powys,  efq. 
v  William  Praed,  efq, 

John  Purling,  efq. 

Sir  Walter  Rawlinfon 

Abraham  Rawlinfon 

Henry  Rawlinfon 
Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
John  Rolle,  efq. 
,  Cha,  W.  Boughton  Rouft,  efq. 
Thomas  Scott,  efcj* 
Sir  Gcorcrc  Shuckbunjh 
Humphry  Sibthorpc,  efq. 
John  Sinclair,  efq. 
Sir  Thomas  George  Sk^with 
William  Charles  Sloper,  efq. 
Robert  Smith,  efq. 
Sir  Robert  Smith 
John  Smyth,  efq, 
Walter  Spencer  Stanhope,  elq, 
Thomas  Stanley,  efq. 
John  Strutt,  efq. 
Hon.  John  Sutton 
Clement  Taylor,  efq. 
John  f  empeft,  efq. 
Rob.  Truftlethwayte,  efq. 
Beilby  Thompfon,  efq. 
Sir  John  Trevelyan 
Thomas  Whitmore,  elq. 
Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren 
John  Wilmot,  efq. 
Glynn  Wynn,  efq. 

No.  V. 

St.  Albans  Tavern,  Monday,  Fe- 
bruary a,  1784. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
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who  aflcmbled  from  time  to  time, 
with  a  view  to  conciliate difference, 
and  to  forward  an  union  of  the 
contending  parties  in  parliament, 
the  following  letters  were  read  : 

Feb.  1,  1784, 
Berkeley-fquare. 
Mr.  Pitt  being  iincerely  defir- 
©us  that  there  ihould  not  continue 
any  obftacle  in  the  way  of  fuch  an 
intercourle  as  has  been  wifhed  for, 
regrets  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
fuggeft  expedients  to  remove  tho 
difficulty  felt  by  the  duke  of  Port- 
land. He  does  not  undent  and  pre* 
cifcly  what  is  the  middle  way  which 
his  grace  feems  to  allude  to;  the 
events  in  the  two  years  to  which  his 
grace  refers,  appear  to  Mr.  Pitt  to 
have  been  only  modes  of  refigna- 
tion,  and  fuch  a  meafure,  in  order 
to  enter  into  a  negociation,  is  what 
the  prefent  miniltry,  as  has  been 
already  declared,  cannot  agree  to ; 
whenever  any  expedient  is  directly 
Hated,  Mr.  Pitt  will  be  happy  to 
give  every  explanation  upon  it. 

Devon-houfe,  Monday 
morn,  ad  Feb.  1784, 

Sir, 

I  very  Iincerely  regret  that  the 
expedient  to  which  I  referred, 
fkould  be  thought  unapplicable  to 
the  dimculties  I  had  Hated.  I  cer- 
tainly fuggefted  it  as  a  mode  of  re- 
signation, but  as  a  mode  of  refigna- 
tion  the  leaft  embarraning  to  go- 
vernment in  the  ordinary  functions 
of  office,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  a 
proof  of  a  difpontion  to  confult  the 
honour  of  the  houfc  of  commons, 
as  it  (rands  pledged  by  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  16th  of  January.  This 
laifc  is  a  preliminary,  which,  as  a 
friend  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  I  muft  think  myfclf  bound 
invariably  to  require. 

With  refpe&  to  myfelf,  I  am 
(K  a)  willing 
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willing  to  hope  that  I  have  not  been 
miltaken  in  the  conception  1  form- 
ed of  your  wifhea,  by  fuppofing 
that  it  was  with  Mr.  Pitt  that  you 
were  defirous  I  fliould  have  a  liberal 
and  unreferved  intercourfe,  and 
fiot  with  the  head  of  an  administra- 
tion, to  which  I  was  merely  to 
bring  an  acceffion  of  ftrength.  But 
Mr,  Pitt's  meflage  places  him  in 
another  character;  and  your  own 
good  fenfe  will  readily  fug^eft  to 
you,  that  it  was  impolfible  for  mo 
to  fuppofe  that  your  expectations 
extended  to  a  confidential  confe- 
rence with  him  as  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  prefent  adminiitration. 

If  I  had  done  this,  I  mult  have 
fallen  in  your  efteem,  (which,  I 
allure  you,"  is  a  very  ferkius  object 
to  me)  as  I  fliould  have  fliewn  my- 
fclf  infennbie  of  what  is  due  to 
the  houfe  of  commons. 

I  have  unreferved ly  fubmitted 
ifr  you  my  ideas  of  the  extent  of 
your  expectations.  In  conformity 
with  fhofe  expectation?,  (Mr.  Pitt 
having  uniformly  declined  to  fug- 
getl  any  expedient  on  his  part)  I 
took  the  liberty  of  fu^gefting  an 
expedient,  which  1  thought  might 
put  us  into  a  fituation,  in  which  the 
intercourfe  you  wiQicd  might  take 
place  with  propriety. 

I  lhall  be  happy  to  find  that  my 
proportions  have  met  with  your 
approbation  ;  but  in  every  point  I 
hope  that  my  anxiety  to  merit  the 
partiality  you  have  fliewn  roc,  will 
entitle  me  to  its  continuance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  n  gard  and  efteem, 
Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful,  and 
Obedient  fervaut, 
(Signed)  PonTLAKtJ. 

T.  Grofvenor,  efq. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  this 
day. 
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No.  VI. 

St.  Albans  Tavern. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
held  at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern  this 
dayr  the  following  refolution  was 
unanimouily  come  to : 

"  That  whatever  may  be  the 
iflue  of  the  pre  Cent  conteft  between 
the  two  parties  m  the  houfe  of 
common-,  we  will  fteadily  perfe- 
vere  in  our  endeavours  to  effect  the 
objed  of  this  meeting,  which  has 
been  unaqimoufly  approved  and 
adopted  by  the  houfe  ot  commons, 
namely,  the  procuring  a  firm,  effi- 
cient, extended,  united  admtni- 
ftration,  intitled  to  the  confidence 
of  the  pceple,  and  ftfch  as  mif 
have  a  tendency  to  remove  the  un- 
fortunate divifions  and  diilra&ions 
of  this  country." 

Adjourned  f  Monday,  twelve 
o'clock. 

Feb.  4,  1784. 

No.  VII. 

Monday,  Feb.  9,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  there  was  another  meet' 
ing  of  the  independent  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  at  the 
St.  Albans  Tavern;  Mr.  Grof- 
ver.or,  member  for  the  city  of 
Chcfler,  in  the  chair.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  the  committee,  after 
the  minutes  of  the  feveral  former 
meetings  were  read,  made  report 
of  another  conference  held  with 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  fubjed  of  an  union 
of  parties;  but  as  the  duke  of 
Portland  refufes  to  t^eat  while  Mr. 
Pitt  continues  in  office,  the  nego- 
tiation is  fulpended.  The  prefent 
ftare  of  parties  in  the  nation  was 
then  very  generally  canvafled,  and 
it  was  retolved  that  the  prefenf 
meeting  fliould  continue  to  be  held 
once  a  Week,  at  leaft,  during  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  in  order  to  • 

watch 
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watch  any  period  that  may  prefent, 
of  forwarding  fuch  an  union  as 
Teems  to  be  abfolutely  ncceflkry  at 
this  particular  juncture,  and  to  re- 
commend it  in  their  places  in  par- 
liament.  As  rhc  houfe  of  com- 
mons met  at  two  o'clock,  they 
broke  up  foon,  and  went  down  to 
Weftminitcr  to  attend  parliamentary 
bufinefs.  There  were  about  fifty 
members  prefenr,  including  the 
chairman  and  gentlemen  of  <he 
committee. 

No.  VIII. 
St.  Albans  Tavern,  February  13, 

At  a  meeting  of  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  dcfirous  of  pro- 
moting an  union  of  parties  ;  the 
'hon.  Charles  Marfham  in  the  chair, 
{in  the  abfence  of  T.  Grofvenor, 
cfq.  confined  by  illncfs)  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  unanimoufly 
agreed  to : 

1  •  To  reprcfent  to  the  right  hon. 
William  P  tt,  and  to  the  right  hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  the  fatisfaction 
we  have  received  from  the  math  , 
candid,  and  explicit  avowal  they 
have  rclpeclively  made  of  their  pub- 
lic views  ;  and  to  intimate  to  them, 
that  in  confequence  of  this  mutual 
explanation,  we  entertain  a  moll 
allured  hope,  that  fuch  an  adm mi- 
gration as  the  houfc  of  commons 
has  unanimoufly  declared  to  be  rc- 
quifrte,  may  be  obtained  by  an 
union  conlittent  with  principle  and 
honour. 

a.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet- 
ing be  given  to  the  right  hon.  Fre- 
deric lord  North,  for  the  public 
and  voluntary  declaration  he  has 
made  of  his  Uncere  and  earned  de- 
fire  to  promote,  as  far  as  depends 
on  him,  a  cordial  and  permanent 
union. 

C.  Mars w am,  chairman. 
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No.  IX. 

Feb.  18. 

It  is  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
confidence  that  we  a  flu  re  the  public 
of  his  majefty's  difpofition  to  com- 
ply with  the  wifhes  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  bringing  about  an 
union  of  parties ;  to  this  end  on 
Sunday  lalt  his  mnjefty  fent  for  hit 
grace  of  Portland  to  meet  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  the  hope  of  fettling  an  admini- 
ftruion  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  at  leail,  if  not 
to  the  nation  at  Urge.  In  anfwer 
to  the  metope,  his  grace  exprefled  a 
readmefs  to  attrnd  his  majefty  at  all 
times,  but  declined  a  meeting  with 
Mr.  Pitt.  And  thus  the  matter 
flands  at  prefent. 

No.  X. 

March  1,  there  was  another 
meeting  of  the  country  gentlemen 
at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern,  when 
the  hon.  Charles  Marfham  and 
Mr.  Powys  ftated  to  the  company 
the  circumftances  of  the  negotia- 
tion, which. they  had  conducted  for 
fome  days  part,  and  which  had  un- 
happily concluded  with  as  little 
fuccefs  as  the  former  Endeavours  of 
that  body.  They  faid,  that  when 
the  duke  of  Portland  delivered  hia 
fiual  anfwer,  that  he  could  not  meet 
Mr.  Pitt,  until  he  had  fhewn  a  dif- 
pofition to  comply  with  the  wifhec 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  either 
by  an  actual  or  virtual  refignation  ; 
and  Mr.  Pitt  had  peremptorily  de- 
clared, that  he  would  do  neither 
the  one  uor  the  other  as  a  prelimi- 
nary to  negotiation  ?  it  was  thought 
that  an  expedient  might  be  found 
to  clear  the  ground,  and  bring  them 
to  an  interview,  without  any  con- 
ccfiion  of  principle,  but  only  a  con- 
ceffion  of  made.  With  this  view 
it  was,  that  a  mcflage  was  fent  from 
his  majefty  to  the  duke  of  Portland, 
intimating,  "  his  raajefty's  earneft 
(K  1)  defi/e 
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dcfiie,  that  his  grace  (hould  have  a 
perfonal  conference  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  new 
adminiltration  on  a  wide  batis,  and 
on  fair  and  equal  terms."  This 
meflage  was  conlidered  by  the  duke 
of  Portland  as  a  removal  of  the 
previous  obftacle,  fince,  though  it 
was  not  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  tantamount  to  a 
virtual  refignation.  The  prelimi- 
naries of  the  conference  were  next 
to  be  cpnfidered,  and  here  an  objec- 
tion prcfented  itleif  which  called 
for  the  explanation  of  a  term  in 
the  meflage.  His  grace  could  have 
no  objection  to  the  word  fair — it 
was  a  general  term,  and  he  and  Mr. 
Pitt  might,  in  framing  the  arrange- 
ment»,  mutually  difcufs  what  they 
conlidered  to  be  fair;  but  the  other 
term  in  the  meflage,  the  word  equal, 
was  a  more  fpecific  and  limited 
term ;  it  might  be  conftrued  vari- 
oufly,  and  his  grace  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary,  as  a  preliminary  to  negoti- 
ation, that  Mr.  Pitt  Ihould  explain 
preciicly  what  he  meant  by  the 
word  equal.  In  an  anfwer  to  this, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  a  meflage,  that 
there  was  no  occafion,  in  his  mind, 
of  entering  into  an  explanation  of 
the  term,  as  it  could  be  beft  ex- 
plained in  a  perfonal  conference. 
The  duke  of  Portland  replied  to  the 
ncgociators,  that  it  was  impofliblc 
for  him  to  agree  to  anv  perfonal 
conference  on  a  preliminary  mef- 
lage, the  terras  of  which  the  author 
refufed  to  explain.  Mr.  Pitt  per- 
fevcred  in  his  refolution  not  to  ex- 
plain the  word ;  and  here  the  nego- 
tiation broke  off-  On  this  ftate- 
mcnt  of  the  cafe,  Mr.  Mariham  and 
Mr.  Powys  delivered  their  fenti- 
mcuts,  and  a  refolution  was  pre- 
pared and  adopted  by  the  meeting 
to  the  following  effect. 

««  This  meeting  having  heard, 
with  infinite  concern,  that  an  inter- 


view between  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  Mr.  Pitt  is  prevented  by  a 
doubt  refpecting  a  Angle  word,  are 
unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  rt 
would  be  no  drflionourable  flcp  m 
either  of  the  gentlemen  to  give  way, 
and  might  be  highly  advantageous 
to  the  public  welfare'." 


As  the  Wejlminfier  eleH'ton  has 
been  one  of  the  moft  important  events 
of  the  prefent  yeary  and,  indeed^ 
one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  fruits 
of  our  eonfii  tut  tonal  freedom,  it  has 
Seen  thought  a  matter  of  fome  curio* 
ftty  to  pre/ern/e  fome  of  the  moft  im- 
portant papers  these  appealed  its  the 
courfe  of  it. 

No.  I. 

To  the  Worthy  and  Independent 
Electors  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
of  Weflminfter. 

Gentlemen, 

His  majefty's  minifters  having 
thought  fit,  in  contradiction  to  their 
own  declarations,  in  defiance  of  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  without  any  public  pretence 
whatever,  to  fubject  the  nation  to 
all  the  inconveniencies  which  muft 
infallibly  attend  a  diflblution  of 
parliament  at  the  prefent  moment, 
I  humbly  beg  leave,  once  more,  to 
folicit  the  favour  of  your  votes  and 
intereft,  to  reprefent  this  great  and 
refpectable  city. 

To  fecure  to  the  people  of  this 
country  the  weight  which  belongs 
to  them  in  the  fcale  of  the  conltiru- 
tion,  has  ever  been  the  principle  of 
my  political  conduct. 

Confcious  that  in  everv  fituation, 
(whether  in  or  out  of  omce)  I  have 
invariably  adhered  to  this  fyftem,  I 
cannot  but  flatter  myfelf  that  you 
will  again  give  your  fanction  to 
thofe  principles  which  firft  recom- 
mended me  to  your  notice,  "and 
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which  induced  you,  at  two  fubfe-* 
quent  periods,  to  honour  me  with 
your  fuffrages. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bef 
Gentlemen, 
Your  mod  devoted  and  grateful 
Humble  fcrvant, 

C.  J.  Fox. 

St.  JamcsVftreet, 
March  14. 

No.  II. 

To  the  Worthy  and  Independent 
Ele&ors  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
of  Weltminller.' 

Gentlemen, 

When  the  popular  delufion  in 
favour  of  the  prefent  miniftrv  was 
fuppofed  to  be  mod  prevalent,  I  was 
confident  that  the  good  fenfe  and 
(leadinefs  of  the  electors  of  Wctl- 
minrtcr  would  be  proof  againft  every 
art  and  every  temptation. 

The  unparalleled  fuccefs  which  I 
have  experienced  upon  my  canvas, 
fully  jultifies  this  confidence,  and  I 
have  the  greatcft  reafon  to  expert 
that  youi  partiality  towards  me 
will  appear  to  have  increafed  iu 
'  proportion  to  the  perfecution  of  my 
enemies. 

As  I  have  ever  flood  forth,  and 
am  always  refolved  to  continue  firm 
in  the  caufc  of  the  people,  fo  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  I  fliould 
at  all  times  be  the  object  of  the  en- 
mity of  that  pernicious  faction 
whofe  principles  are  as  adverfc  to 
the  conllitution  as  the  dark  and  fe- 
cret  manner  in  which  they  have 
endeavoured  to  enforce  them. 

It  would  have  been  my  mod  ear- 
ned wifh  to  have  paid  my  rcfpecls  in 
perfon  to  every  individual  elector, 
if  the  extent  of  the  city  had  not 
made  it  impoiTible. 

The  very  Mattering  reception  I 
have  met  with  amone  thofc  whom  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing, 
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cannot  but  add  to  my  regret  upon 
this  account. 

My  public  conduct  is  too  well 
known  to  you  to  make  any  profef- 
lions  necellary;  upon  that  ground 
I  firrt  experienced  your  partiality, 
upon  that  alone  I  can  expect  to  re- 
tain it.  , 

To  you  who  have  approved  it,  I 
need  fay  no  more ;  and  I  will  not  * 
be  guilty  of  the  unbecoming  flattery 
to  thofe  who  have  differed  from  me, 
as  to  pretend  that  I  fhall  in  any  de- 
gree deviate  from  that  line  of  poli- 
tical conduit  which  firtf  recom- 
mended me  to  your  notice. 

Upon  thete  tried  principles,  I 
once  more  beg  leave  to  folicit  your 
votes,  intercft,  and  poll,  at  the  en- 
fuing  election;  and  I  do  allure  you 
that  no  cxprellions  can  do  juftice  to 
the  fentimcnts  of  gratitude  and 
efteem  with  which 
I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obe3ient  and 
Devoted  fcrvant, 

C.  J.  Fox. 

St.  James Vftreet, 
March  31,  1784. 

No.  III. 

The  following  Note  was  fent  to  the 
High  Bailiff  of  Wcftminrter. 

Shakfpeare  Tavern,  Friday 
evening,  April  2. 
Mr.  Foxrs  committee  mod  ear- 
nelUy  rcquclt  the  high-bailiff  df 
Weltminftcr,  to  exert  the  powers 
vefted  in  him  by  law,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace,  and  of  the 
freedom  of  election  during  the  poll, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
the  outrages  of  this  day,  fo  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  police,  and  fo  dangerous 
to  the  fafcty  of  the  peaceable  elect- 
ors of  this  city. 

.  To  the  High-Bailiff  of 
Weftminftex. 
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No.  IV. 

April  2, 

Mr.  Fok's  committee,  in  jullice  to 
v  the  independent  electors  of  Well- 

minder,  who  were  fo  ihamefully 
prevented  this  day  from  coming  up 
to  the  hullings  to  poll  in  his  favour, 
by  a  gang  of  failors,  headed  by  na- 
*al  officers,  and  carrying  his  ma- 
jelly's  colours,  think  it  incumbent 
on  them  ;o  declare  that  they  have 
taken  fuch  precautions  as  they  are 
•fluted  will  prevent  limilar  outrages 
on  this  occufion,  and  enable  the 
peaceable  elector*  of  the  faid  city  to 
give  their  fuffrjges  without  further 
niojeilation. 

No.  V. 

Shakfpearc,  April  4,  1784. 
Westminster  Election. 

The  comm'ttee  for  conducting  the 
election  of  Mr.  Fox  have  received 
information  that  a  great  number  of 
lodgers  and  others,  not  legally  qua- 
lified to  vote  have  polled  for  lord 
Hood  and  fir  Cecil  Wray. 

The  committee  rcqueft  the  moll 
immediate  communication  of  them, 
and  of  all  other  events  that  tend  to 
contaminate  the  freedom  and  fair- 
nefs  of  the  election. 

As  the  mcafjres  taken  by  this 
committee  to  rcflore  peace  and  good 
order,  have  been  found  perfectly  ef- 
fectual, they  earnelUy  requell  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Fox  to  vote  as  early 
as  polnblc  tomorrow,  when,  with- 
out doubt,  the  iiTie  or*  the  poll  will 
be  as  flattering  to  their  old  and  true 
favourite  as  the  arts  practifed  lalt 
Saturday,  in  bringing  up  all  the 
fervants  and  dependants  of  the 
king's  houlhold — ill  the  fohliers 
and  ferj'Sints  of  the  guard — all  the 
people  of  the  queen's  band  of  mu- 
te, and  many  other  defer iptions  of- 


perfons,  trained  to  obey  the  word  of 
command,  teem  to  have  given  4 
temporary  triumph  to  his  enemies. 
By  order  of  the  committee, 
J.  R.  Cocker,  fecretary. 

No.  VI. 

Wood's  Hotel,  April  4. 

The  committee  for  conducting 
the  election  of  lord  Hood  and  fir 
Cecil  Wray,  prefent  their  compli- 
ments to  fuch  of  the  worthy  inde- 
pendent electors  of  Welimin'ler  that 
were  prevented  from  giving  their 
fuffrages  on  the  firtl  and  fecond 
days  of  the  poll,  (by  the  violent 
outrages  of  a  defperate  banditti  of 
Irifli  chairmen  and  pick-pocketa) 
and  refpectfully  acquaint  them  that, 
through  the  great  vigilance  of  the 
high-bailiff,  the  avenues  leading  jo 
the  huttings  are  now  fufficienrly 
protected  by  the  peace-officers,  that 
they  may  give  riuir  votes  with  eafe 
and  fafety  to  thcnifelvcs ;  and  that 
your  early  attendance  for  that  pur- 
pofe  is  mod  humbly  folicitcd. 

The  fulfe  and  infidious  charge 
made  by  our  opponents  ag^inft  the 
friends  of  our  two  worthy  candi- 
dates, of  having  been  dMurhers  of 
the  peace,  in  preventing  the  electors 
from  approaching  the  huttings, 
cannot  be  more  evinced  than  by  ;he 
great  majority  gained  by  you  on 
Saturdav,  folelv  owin<r  to  the  srood 
order  then  kept;  and  this  commit- 
tee moll  ardently  folicit  every  aid  of 
their  good  friends  in  this  noble 
flruggle,  to  fupport  fuch  peace  and 
good  order,  as  much  in  refpect  to 
thofe  of  the  oppofite  party,  as  to 
any  01  her;  for  on  this,  and  this 
alone,  depends  the  fuccefs  of  you? 
worthy  candidates,  and  in  the  end, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  them^a  very 
great  majority. 

No.  VII. 
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No.  VII. 

April  6. 

9LAIK  1RLATION  OF  FACTS. 

The  aflcrtions  of  Mr.  John 
Churchill  and  his  committee  mult 
undoubtedly  obtain  due  credit  with 
every  honeit  elector  or  Wertminftcr. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  the  election, 
it  is  univerlally  known,  that  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Fox  were  driven 
from  the  huflings,  and  befieged  in 
the  Shakfpeare  by  a  gang  of  fail- 
ors;  two  of  whom,  being  after* 
wards   queftioned,   confefled  that 
they  received  daily  for  their  fervices 
five  fliill  ngs  a-picce.    On  Mon- 
day, at  the  clo-r  of  the  poll,  the 
fame  gang,  armed  with  bludgeons, 
Were  feen  to  come  down  King- 
flrect,  and  knock  down  feveral  un- 
armed perfons,  who  had  Fox  rib- 
bands in  their  hats.    The  populace, 
however,   at    length  made  head 
%gainft  them,  and  ieverely  retaliated 
upon  them  the  outrages  of  that  and 
the  preceding  days.    Tuefday  the 
(kmc  gang  began  fimilar  riots  in 
the  morning.    A  gentleman  was 
purfued  by  them  into  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Blackmore,  taylor,  in  Henriet- 
ta-dreet,  where  they  took  from  him 
the  ribband  in  his  hat.    One  of 
them  was,  however,  fecured  by  the 
peace-officers  attending  about  the 
Huttings*    In  the  afternoon,  long 
before  any  tumult  in  Covent-gard- 
cn,  two  parties  of  failors,  armed 
with   bludgeons,    ran  along  the 
Strand  up  Southampton-ftrcet,  to 
the  conviction  of  many  hundreds  of 
peaceable  fpeclators,  with  an  evident 
purpofe  of  making  a  riot.    In  con- 
clufion,  however,  it  appears  that 
they  were  again  worftcd.    This  is 
a  plain  recital  of  known  facts.  How 
then  can  Mr.  John  Churchill  and 
his  committee,  in  their  advertife- 
jnents  of  yelierday  morning,  dar* 


to  charge  the  late  diforders  on  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Fox? 

No.  VIII. 

To  the  Worthy  Electors  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Weftminftcr. 

Gentlemen, 

The  advantage  obtained  by  mr 
opponents  upon  the  poll  (though 
by  no  means  decifive)  is  fuch  as  to 
render  your  utmoft  exertions  ncccf- 

fary.'  1 

Your  interefts,  in  this  conted, 
are  much  more  deeply  engaged  than 
mine.  *  If  the  c.iufe  of  the  inde- 
pendent electors  mould,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  be  overborne,  it  is  next  to 
impoflible  that  any  man  fliould 
ag  iin  venture  to  ftand  for  this  city 
in  oppofition  to  the  nomination  of 
the  court. 

The  queftion  now  is  not,  Who 
mail  be  elected  r  But  who  (hall 
cleft?  It  is  not  between  fir  Cecil 
Wray  and  me,  but  between  the  in- 
fluence of  the  court  and  the  rights 
of  the  independent  electots. 

The  number  of  unpolled  votes  is 
yet  fo  great  that  there  is  little  doubt 
of  your  fuccefs,  if  proper  exertions 
arc  made.  Nothing  Hull  be  want- 
ing on  my  part;  I  will  fpare  no 
pains:  I  will  fubmit  to  every  in- 
convenience, rather  than  be  accef- 
fary  in  delivering  you  over  to  that 
ftate  of  fubjection  from  which  you 
fo  honourably  refcued  yourfclves  at 
the  lait  general  election. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  molt  obedient  and 
Faithful  humble  fcrvanr, 

C  J.  Fox. 

St.  JamesVftreet,  Tuefday, 
April  6. 

No.  IX, 
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April  6. 

To  tie  ^truly  independent  Electors 
*  of  Weftminftcr. 

A  caufe  fupported  by  the  influ- 
ence of  a  court  and  the  union  of 
two  great  and  powerful  noblemen, 
is  ntceflarily  capable  of  more  fud- 
den  exertion  than  an  oppofition 
jefting  folely  on  the  fcparate  efforts 
of  many  free  and  independent  indi- 
viduals. To  this  circumftance,  fir 
Cecil  Wray  is  wholly  indebted  for 
nis  temporary  majorities.  But  the 
tide  is  now  turned.  Yefterday  you 
gained  an  advantage,  however  fn>all, 
yet  fufticient  to  animate  you  to  fur- 
ther endeavours.  If  you  have  (till 
the  fpirit  which  you  flic  wed  in  your 
firft  election  of  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly yet  in  your  power  to  cn- 
iure  fuccefs. 

The  guards,  perhaps,  have  ever 
been,  in  fomc  degree,  employed  to 
turn  the  fcale  of  a  conteft  in  favour 
of  a  court  candidate.  But  hitherto 
decency,  at  leaft,  was  prefcrved  on 
fimilar  occalions.  You  well  know, 
that  they  were  never  before  marched 
to  the  huttings  in  fuch  bodies ;  I 
may  fay,  in  companies  and  regi- 
ments. If  you  have  the  independ- 
ency of  Englifomen,  or  the  common 
fcelingt  of  men,  fuffer  not  fuch  a 
daring  attack  on  the  freedom  of 
elections;  or  will  you  wait,  till 
you  fee  the  whole  corps  in  regi- 
mentals, with  fixed  bayonets,  drawn 
up  in  Covcnt  garden?  Thar  only 
will  remain,  if  you  acquicfee  in  the 
prefent  infult. 

No.  X. 

April  to. 
Ireland's,  Bow -dree t. 
Select  Committee. 
Falfe  Votes  for  Hood  and  Wray. 
Tbc  telecl  committee  think  it 
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their  duty  to  inform  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Fox,  that  they  have  already 
received  the  molt  indifputable  teiti- 
mony  of  above  two  hundred  falfc 
votes  polled  for  Lord  Hood  and  fir 
Cecil  Wray,  and  they  have  every 
reafon  to  be  convinced  that  Mr. 
Fox  has,  at  this  moment,  a  majority 
of  legal  votes  upon  the  poll. 

An  authenticated  ftatc  of  fome  of 
the  extraordinary  cults  of  flagrant 
i  ui  po  fit  ion  pradtifed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  is  preparing  to  be  laid  before 
the  public  immediately. 

R.  Morrell,  fee. 

No.  XI. 
Weftminfter  Election. 
A  Caution. 

Whereas  authentic  information 
has  been  received  that  numbers  of 
perfons,  who  are  neither  electors 
nor  inhabitants  of  Weflminfter, 
have  had  the  audacity  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Fox;  and  whereas  it  appears 
evident  that  particularly  on  Tuef- 
day  and  Wednefday  the  majority  of 
ihofe  who  voted  for  Mr.  Fox  were 
lodgers,  and  perfons  refiditig  out  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Weflmin- 
fter, (many  of  whom  ate  known  to 
be  weavers  in  Spitalfields,  and  to 
have  received  money  for  their  votes), 
This  is  to  give  notice,  that  whoever 
fliall  appear  to  have  been  guilty  of 
perjury  or  mifdemeanor,  by  receiv- 
ing money  for  his  vote,  or  by  falfcly 
declaring"  himfclf  to  be  a  houfr- 
kerper,  the  names  of  fuch  perfons 
will  be  publiflied,  and  they  will  be 
profecuted  to  the  utmoft  rigour  of 
the  law. 

Wood's  Hotel, 
April  16,  1784. 

No.  XII. 

The  Freedom  of  Election  violated. 

Whereas  a  moil  daring  and  out- 
rageous 
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rageous  attack  was  this  day  com- 
mitted, towards  thecofcof  the  poll, 
on  the  peace-orhcers,  feveral  of 
whom  were  dangeroully  wounded 
by  perfons  armed  with  cleavers, 
bludgeons,  and  other  offenfive  wea- 
pons. Whoever  will  give  infor- 
matioa  of  any  of  the  above  offend- 
ers, fo  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
puniflunent,  fliall,  on  their  convic- 
tion, receive  twenty  pounds,  to  be 
paid  by  me, 

J.  P.  Atkinson, 
Secretary  to  the  fub-com- 
mittee  for  conducting  the 
election  of  lord  Hood  and 
fir  Cecil  Wray. 

Wood's  Hotel, 
April  17,  1784. 

No.  XIII. 

Wood's  Hotel,  April  20,  1784. 
Weftminiter  Election. 

The  committee  for  conducting 
the  elcdion  of  lord  Hood  and  fir 
Cecil  Wray  think  proper,  from  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  to  give  notice  to 
thofe  poor  unfortunate  men  who 
are  liable  to  be  feduced,  that  every 
one  who  accepts  money  to  vote  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  cool,  that 
every  one  who  takes  a  falfe  oath  on 
the  poll  Is  liable  to  be  tranfportcd 
for  feven  y  ears ;  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  are  deter- 
mined, as  a  duty  they  owe  to  the 
public,  to  profecute  everyone  who 
receives  or  gives  a  bribe  orpromife, 
or  even  lays  a  wager,  or  gives 
more  for  any  thing,  under  pretence 
of  purchafe,  than  it  is  really  worth, 
thofe  being  devices  contrary  to  the 
ftatutes  againrt  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion. 

N.  B.  Even  the  perfon  who 
gives  the  bribe  may  be  a  witnefs 
againft  the  man  who  has  been 
bribed. 
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No.  xiy. 

Ireland's,  Bow-ftreer, 
April  2i,  1784. 

Seleft  Committee. 

Subornation  of  Perjury ! 

Among  the  many  bafe  and  con- 
temptible arts  practifcd  by  the  op- 
ponents of  Mr.  Fox,  and  detected 
by  this  committee,  it  is  not  without 
concern  thry  jnform  the  public  that 
a  new  inftance  of  the  mifcrable  de- 
pravity of  the  court-party,  and  one 
of  the  very  blacked  dye,  is  now 
come  well  authenticated  to  their 
hands.  Two  unfortunate  wretches 
have  confeffed,  that  they  have  ac- 
tually received  a  fum  of  money  to 
fwear  that  they  were  bribed  to  poll 
for  Mr.  Fox!  The  friends  to  ju  it  ice 
may  reft  allured,  that  proper  legal 
Heps  are  now  taking  to  bring  the 
matter  home  to  the  unprincipled 
managers  in  this  dark  and  defer- 
able t  ran  faction,  who,  in  the  eye  of 
reafon,  are  undoubtedly  more  guilty 
than  their  deluded  intTruments,  who 
have  now  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  ini- 
quitous fnare  they  were  drawn  in- 
to. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 
R.  Morkeli,  fecretary. 

No.  XV.  - 

St.  James's-ftreet,  April  26, 1784. 

To  the  worthy  and  independent1 
Electors  of  the  City  and  flnSer- 
ties  of  Wefhninfter. 

Gemlcmen, 

The  prefent  ftate  of  the  poll  ex- 
hibits a  glorious  example  of  what 
may  be  expected  from  the  perfevoo 
ance  of  independent  men  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty  and  the  conftitu- 
tion, 

I  beg  Wve  mod  earneftly  to  soli- 
cit the  continuance  or  your  geiu 
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rous  exertions  in  my  favour.  The 
importance  of  every  individual  vote 
is  now  fufficiently  evident ;  and  the 
number  of  electors  who  have  allured 
me  that  they  would  come  forward 
whenever  it  (hould  appear  that 
their  vote  might  probably  be  deci- 
Cve,  leaves  roe  no  doubt  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  unprecedented  exertions 
which  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
have  thought  themfclvcs  at  liberty 
to  make  again  ft  me,  *as  well  by  an 
indecent  proftitutioa  of  the  moil  fa- 
cred  names,  as  by  every  other  fpe- 
cics  of  unconftitutional  influence, 
bave  produced  the  efforts  naturally 
to  be  ex  peeled  from  fuch  proceed- 
ings, by  raifing  the  fpirit  and 
awakening  the  indignation  of  every 
honeft  and  independent  elector. 

My  public  life  is  too  well  known 
to  you  to  nuke  any  profeflions  ne- 
ceffary.  Thofe  principles  which 
brought  about  the  glorious  revolu- 
tion, which  featcd  his  majefty's  il- 
lultrious  family  upon  the  throne, 
and  which  have  preferved  the  li- 
berty of  this  conftitution,  have 
ever  been  the  inviolable  rule  of  my 
political  conduct. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  I  again  pre- 
funie  to  requeft  your  fupport ;  and 
if  I  (hould  be  happy  enough  to  be 
re-elected  representative  of  this  great 
and  refpectabte  city,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  finding  in  me  a  ftcady 
lupporter  of  the  whig  caufe,  a  de- 
termined enemy  to  that  fecrct  influ- 
ence fty  which  the  prefent  ad  mini  f- 
tration  was  created,  and  an  unalter- 
able friend  to  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

I  am,  with  every  fentiment  of 
gratitude  and  refpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 

C.  J.  Fox. 
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'    No.  XVI. 

Shakfpearc  Tavern, 
Monday  evening,  May  io,  \  m,%^ 

Lord  Robert  Spencer  in  the  Chair. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
for  conducting  Mr.  Fox's  election, 
held  to  take  into  confederation  the 
circumftances  of  the  riot  which 
happened  at  the  clofe  of  this  morn- 
ing's poll,  and  has  been  continued 
through  the  whole  of  the  day. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  there 
appears  to  be  the  ltrongell  grounds 
to  believe  that  the  whole  has  arifen 
from  a  moft  profligate  and  iniqui- 
tous confpiracv  on  the  part  of  the 
opponents  of  Mr.  Fox,  to  endeavour 
to  break  the  peace  of  the  election, 
and  to  overawe  the  independent  ci- 
tizens, by  the  moft  flagrant  uncon- 
ftitutional means,  which  the  defpair 
of  a  corrupt  and  unprincipled  party 
could  fuggelt. 

Refolved,  That  the  introduction 
of  the  military,  after  every  appear- 
ance of  riot  had  ceafed  in  the  morn- 
ing; their  feizing  perfons  peaceably 
remaining  on  the  fpot,  retaining 
them  under  a  military  guard,  re- 
filling the  admiflion  of  any  evidence 
in  their  behalf,  and  a  Haul  ting  wiih 
fixed  bayonets,  a  party  of  gentle- 
men who  came  by  appointment 
with  the  magirtrares  to  offer  bail 
for  them,  are  acts  which,  if  coun- 
tenanced, violate  not  only  the  free- 
dom of  election,  but  every  princi- 
ple of  liberty  in  the  country. 

Refolved,  That  the  beginning  of 
the  riot  is  folely  to  be  attributed  to 
the  extraordinary  aft  of  magitterial 
power  excrcifed  this  morning,  in 
bringing  to  the  huftings  a  body  of 
ruffians  within  the  polling  rail,  un- 
der pretence  of  their  being  new- 
made  con  (Tables,  though  the  peace- 
able conduct  of  the  poll,  for  many 
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days  paft,  has  proved  that  no  finch 
force  was  neceflkry  for  any  good 
purpofe. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be 
immediately  appointed  to  enquire1 
into  the  whole  of  this  atrocious 
and  extraordinary  tranfaction,  by 
which  the  freedom  of  election  has 
been  audacioufly  violated,  and  the 
moft  facred  rights  of  Englifhmca 
tyrannically  trampled  underfoot. 

Copy  of  a  Circular  Letter,  fent  by 
the  direction  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  the  County  to  the  diffe- 
rent acting  J  u  ft  ices. 

44  Sir, 

44  Having  received  abetter  from 
the  duke  of  Northumberland,  cuilos 
rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex  and  city  and  liberty  of  Weftmin- 
Her,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy— 

♦*  Northumberland  Houfe, 
May  8,  1784. 

44  Sir, 

«•  I  think  it  neceflary  that  a 
meeting  of  all  the  acting  magiftrates 
of  the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftmin- 
lier  (hould  be  held  forthwith,  to 
confidcr  fuch  mcai'urcs  as  may  be 
proper  and  advifcable  to  be  adopted 
for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and 
food  order  within  the  faid  city  and 
liberty  on  the  clofe  of  the  poll, 
which  it  is  expected  will  foon  take 
place.  I  mult  therefore  defire  you 
will  call  fuch  meeting  on  Monday 
next,  to  be  held  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  at  the  Guildhall,  in 
King-ltreet,  Weftminller,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  you  will  be  careful 
to  recommend  that  fuch  fteps  as 
fhall  then  be  determined  on  may  be 
pnrfucd  with  vigour  and  effect. 

«*  I  am,  with  great  regard,  fir, 
*•  Your  molt  obedient 
«•  Humble  fcrvant, 

*•  Nor  thumbs  r  land. 

«♦  William  Mainwariag,  cfci." 
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44  I  take  the  earlieft  opportunity 
of  communicating  it  to  you,  and 
doubt  not  you  will  pay  due  atten- 
tion to  his  grace's  wifhes  upon  the 
matter,  and  that  you  will  meet  on 
Monday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  at  the  Guildhall, 
Wcftminlter,  purfuant  thereto. 
44  I  am,  fir. 

44  Your  moil  obedient 
41  Humble  fervant, 
44  William  Main  waring, 
44  Chairman  of  the  fclHon*.'* 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

J.  R.  Cocker,  fee* 

No.  XVII. 

Shakfpeare  Tavern^ 
Wcdnclday  night. 
General  Committee,  May  1 2,  1 784* 

The  felect  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  caufeof  the  late 
riot,  have  reported  many  circutn- 
ftances,  fubftantiatcd  by"  the  moft 
incontrovenible  evidence,  by  which 
it  now  indifputably  appears  that 
the  late  tumult,  and  rift  unfortu- 
nate confequences  which  followed, 
are  to  be  attributed  folely  to  the 
atrocious  conduct  of  the  magistrate 
who  brought  to  the  huttings  of  Co- 
vent  garden^  undcrprctence  of  af- 
fixing the  peacc-omcers  on  Mon- 
day' lutt,  a  defperate  banditti,  a»» 
gainit  the  opinion  and  remon- 
strances of  all  the  other  mngiftraies 
who  met  at  the  Guildhall,  Weft- 
minller, on  that  morning.  A  war- 
rant is  obtained  againit  one  of  the 
ring- leaders  in  the  execution  of  this 
daring  plan.  Enquiries  are  mak- 
ing after  others,  and  proper  me- 
thods purfuing  to  bring  the  offend* 
ing  magidratc  to  juitice. 

Relo'.vcd,  That  the  felect  com-' 
mittee  be  defircd  fo  pofevcre  ia 
their  enquiries  in  this  butinefs,  and 
that  a  itate  of  the  iniqoito'i*  <n  an- 

factious 
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factions  already  brought  to  light  be 
immediately  prepared  tor  publica- 
tion* 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

J.  R.  Cocke*,  fee. 

* 

.  No.  XVIII. 

A  Murder. 

Whereas,  on  Monday  laft,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  three  and  four 
o'clock,  a  moft  violent  af&ult  was 
made  in  Covcnt-gardcn,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  poll,  on  feveral  perfons,  by 
mtn  armed  with  bludgeons,  cleav- 
ers, and  other  offenfive  weapons; 
in  coftfequence  of  which,  Nicholaa 
CalTon,  a  peace-officer,  received 
many  wounds  on  his  head,  and  feve- 
ral  other  parts  of  hU  body,  which 
occafioneu  bis  death,  and  the  coro- 
ner's inqueft  have  found,  that  the 
laid  Nicholas  Caflbn  was  wilfully 
murdered  by  fome  perfon  or  perfons 

unknown. 

And  whereas  there  is  the  ftrong- 
eft  reafon  to  believe  that  the  ruffians 
fo  armed  with  bludgeons  and  cleav- 
ers, who  committed  this  daring  out- 
rage, hav4%een  daily  hired  from  the 
commencement  of  the  election  to  the 
prefent  period. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
duct the  election  of  lord  Hood  and 
fir  Cecil  Wray,  thinking  it  a  duty 
which  they  owe  tQ  the  public  in  ge- 
neral, and  to  the  electors  of  Weft- 
minder  in  particular,  to  bring  every 
Offender  to  juftice,  who  has  been 
concerned  in  this  inhuman  and 
bloody  tranfaction,  do  hereby  offer  a 
reward  of  fifty  pounds  to  any  perfon 
or  perfons  who  lhall  difcovcr  the 
murderers,  or  the  parties  who  hired 
or  employed  them.  The  reward  to 
be  paid  on  conviction,  by  Mr.  Sa- 
muel Wood,  Covent-garden  Piazza. 
J  P.  Atkinson,  fee. 

Wood's,  Covcnt  garden, 
May  ta,  1784* 


No.  XIX. 

General  Committee. 

Shakfpeare  Tavern, 
May  14,  1784. 

Authentic  information  being  re- 
ceived that  the  meafure  of  bringing  a 
body  of  near  two  hundred  armed 
ruffians,  under  pretence  of  affifting 
the  Weiiminftcr  peace-officers,  on 
Monday  laft,  and  lodging  them  in 
the  committee-room  of  lord  Hood 
and  fir  Cecil  Wray,  in  King  flreet, 
from  whence  they  iflued  to  the  place 
of  poll,  and  on  the  clofe  of  it  com- 
menced the  fatal  outrages  which  en- 
fued,  was  in  no  refpect  authorized 
by  or  concerted  with  the  magiftratca 
aflembled  that  morning  by  the  lord 
lieutenant,  but  was,  on  the  contrary, 
the  fole  act  of  juftice  Wilmot,  a- 
gainft  the  advice  and  rcmonftrances 
of  all  the  faid  magiftrates.  The 
committee  for  conducting  Mr.  Fox's 
election  think  it  incumbent  on  them 
immediately  to  retract  any  reflection 
which  may  appear  to  be  contained 
in  their  former  advertisement  on 
this  fubject  againft  the  magiftrates  in 
general  who  formed  the  afbrcfaid 
meeting.    And  the  committee  fur- 
ther pledge  thcmfelvcs  to  profecure 
to  the  utmoft  the  magiftrate  who 
planned  this  moft  iniquitious  buli- 
nefs,  as  well  as  the  ring-leaders, 
who  were  fo  audaciouflv  active  in 
the  execution  of  it.    It  is  unnecef- 
fary  fi>r  this  committee  to  rcqucft; 
the  public  to  fufpend  their  opinion 
on  this  affair,  till  th<»  authentic  par- 
ticular* arc  laid  hctorc  them  to-mor- 
row.   The  htlfboods  and  (currilities 
illucd  from  Wood's  Hetel,  are  fo 
bale  and  contemptible  that  they  can 
have  produced  uo  other  effect,  j>i:t  a 
general  fufpkion  of  the  guilt  of  the 
party  they  are  meant  to  exculpate. 
By  ordor  ot  the  committee, 

J.  K.  Cockk«,  fee. 

No.  XX. 
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No.  XX. 
A  Murder. 

Mny  iq. 

Whereas  a  defperate  banditti, 
hired  againft  the  will  and  rcmon- 
lirances  of  all  the  Weftminfter  ma- 
giftrates,  and  armed  with  bludgeons, 
Haves,  and  piftols,  under  pretence 
of  aff.fting  the  Weftminfter  peace 
officers,  did,  on  Monday  laft,  ifloe 
forth  from  Hood  and  W  ray's  com- 
mittee-room, in  King-ftreet,  to  the 
place  of  poll  at  Covent-^rden,  and 
at  the  clofe  thereof  did  violently  and 
inhumanly  aflault  fundry  peaceable 
perfons,  and  thereby  raife  an  affray, 
in  which  Nicholas  Caflbn  loft  his 
life. 

This  is  to  give  notice,  that  a  re- 
ward of  one  hundred  guineas  will 
be  paid  by  the  fecretary  to  the  com- 
mittee for  conducting  Mr.  Fox's 
election,  to  any  perfon  Or  perftns 
who  (hall  difcover  and  apprehend, 
fo  that  they  may  be  profecuted  to 
conviction,  any  of  the  laid  daring 
•ffenders,  or  the  party  who  hired, 
paid,  or  undertook  to  pay  them. 

N.  B.  As  warrants  are  obtained 
againft  two  of  the  principal  ring- 
leaders, perfons  prefent  at  the  actual 
commencement  of  the  affray,  are 
refuelled  inftantly  to  communicate 
any  material  information  relative  to 
their  accomplices,  or  their  employ- 
ers, to  Mr.  Fox's  committee  at  the 
Shakfneare. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

J.  R.  Cockir,  Sec. 

No.  XXI. 

St.  James's-ftreet,  June  io,  1784. 

To  the  Independent  Electors  of  the 
city  of  Weftminfter. 

Gentlemen, 
The  difficulty  of  alluding,  with 
propriety,  to  a  fubject  actually  in 
difcuflion  before  the  houfe  of  com- 


mons, and  the  impoflibility  of 
wholly  omitting  the  mention  of  the 
late  return  in  any  addrefs  to  you, 
have  been  the  motives  which  have 
hitherto  induced  me  to  refute  my. 
felf  the  fatisfaction  of  expreffing 
my  gratitude  to  you,  for  the  great 
honour  you  have  done  me,  in  elect- 
ing me  a  fourth  time  to  be  your  re- 
prefentative  in  parliament. 

I  do  allure  you,  that  I  do  not 
feel  the  obligations  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me  the  lefs,  becaufe 
they  have  not  yet  had  their  full  ef- 
fect.   The  plan  which  appears  to 
have  been  concerted  between  his 
majefty's  minifters  and  the  high 
bailiff,  to   deprive   you  of  your 
rights,  has  been  indeed  but  too  fuc- 
cefsfully  executed.    The  extreme 
caution  with  which  the  return  ap- 
pears to  have  been  framed,  in  order 
iludioufly  to  avoid  all  legal  exami- 
nation, either  in  the  common  courts 
of  juftice,  or  before  a  committee 
under  Mr.  Grenville's  act,  and  the 
art  with  which  the  miniftry  have 
contrived  to  revive,  in  this  inftance, 
the  judicature  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons in  matters  of  election,  are 
circumftances  which  deferve  your 
mod  ferious  attention,  and  which 
of  themfelves  fufficiently  evince  the 
opinion  entertained   of  theie  late 
meafurcs  by  their  authors.— No 
other  return  could  have  anfwered 
their  purpofe  of  avoiding  legal  exa- 
mination, and  of  precluding  you 
from  legal  redrefs.    If  the  high 
bailiff  had  returned  fir  Cecil  Wray, 
a  petition  againft  fuch  return  muft 
have  been  heard  by  a  committee 
upon  oath,  and  a  fpcedy  remedy 
muft  have  been  obtained.   If  a  dou- 
ble return  had  been  the  meafure, 
your  redrefs  would  have  been  ftill 
more  immediate  ; — the  wifdom  of 
jpur  anccitors  having  given  a  juft 
priority  to  fuch  cafes,  upon  that 
{acred  and  fundamental  principle, 
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never  till  now  violated,  that  the  firft 
bu Griefs  of  a  houfe  of  commons 
upon  the  meeting  of  parliament,  is 
to  fee  that  its  numbers  are  complete. 
Even  if  lord  Hood  had  been  return- 
ed fingly,  fuch  a  return  could  nor 
have  been  explained  away,  fo  as  not 
to  fall  under  the  provifions  of  Mr. 
Grenville's  act.  To  avoid  there- 
fore the  poflibility  of  your  caufe  be- 
ing referred  to  any  other  tribunal 
than  that  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
at  large,  a  tribunal  whofe  injuftice 
and  partiality  in  matters  of  election, 
have  been  recognized  by  the  houfe 
itfelf,  a  mode  o?  return  was  invent- 
ed, for  which  no  precedent  ha*  been 
found  on  the  records  of  parliament ; 
and  the  houfe  of  commons  have  de- 
termined that  the  high  bailiff  may 
go  on  with  the  fcrutiny.  Refpecr 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  forbids  me 
to  make  any  other  obfervation  up- 
on their  dccifion,  than  that  it  mv.it 
make  the  neceffiry  of  Mr.  Grenville's 
act  univerfally  acknowledged. 

I  protcft  folemnly  againtt  the  le- 
gality of  this  fcrutiny;  but  I  will 
fhun  no  opportunity  of  vindicating 
the  infulted  character  of  my  con- 
llituents.  I  therefore  fubmir  to  pro- 
ceed upon  it,  with  this  determina- 
tion :  while  I  am  thanking  you  tor 
paft  favours,  I  muft  carnellly  foli 
cit  the  continuance  of  your  exer- 
tions in  your  feveral  parifhe?,  as 
well  to  detect  the  bad  votes  of  my 
adverfaries,  as  to  defend  fgch  oi 
your  own,  as  may  be  unjuftly  at- 
tacked. 

The  audacious  manner  in  which 
the  high  bailiff  juftified  himfelf  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
upon  thofe  very  grounds  which  he 
difclaimed  with  indignation  in  the 
veftry-room  —  the  virulence  and 
party  fpirit  that  appeared  in  his 
written  defence,  which  his  friendot 
were  yet  prudent  enough  to  prevent 
being  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the 
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members ;  and  above  all,  the  clan- 
destine intercourse  which  appears  to 
have  been  carried  on  between  him  . 
and  my  opponents,  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  election,  and  the 
boundlefs  confidence  which  he  fcems 
to  have  given  to  all  the  idle  tales  of 
their  agents,  yield  us  no  very  flat- 
tering profpect  of  equity  or  fairnefg 
in  the  court  before  which  this  en* 
quiry  is  to  be  conducted  :  but  truth 
and  juftice,  fupported  by  perfever- 
ance  and  refolution,  will  ultimately 
bi  triumphant  againft  the  daring 
con  (piracy  which  has  been  formed 
a^ainft  them. 

To  raife  tumults  and  riots  by  the 
means  of  conitables,  whofe  duty  it  u 
to  preferve  the  peace  ;  to  make  fuch 
riots  die  pretence  for  an  uncouftitu- 
tional  introduction  of  the  military 
duiiiu;  an  election  ;«•— to  attempt,  by 
a  imo ft  infamous  profecution,  to  take 
aw*y  tiic  lives  of  innocent  men; 
*nd  finally,  by  an  unprecedented 
return,  to  exclude  this  city  from 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Grenville's  ac\ 
and  to  deprive  you  of  your  right  of 
reprefentation,  fo  that  your  money 
may  be  given  and  granted  without 
your  co: i lint ;   thefc  arc  the  arts  by 
which    thole,  who    have  in  vain 
courted  your  favour,  now  hope  to 
intimidate  you  into  fubinjflton.  I 
feel  myfclf  aflurcd,  they  will  find 
that  it  is  :\5  imputable  to  terrify  you 
as  to  deceive,  and  that  this  refpect- 
able  city  will,  in  this  feafon  of  po* 
pular  delulion,  ILnd  a  fplendid  ex- 
ample or  llcadinefs  ;md  attachment 
to  thole  prinviples,  to  which  the 
king  owes  his  crown,  and  Grcaf 
Britain  her  liberty.    It  will  be  my 
humble  talk,  both  in  and  out  of 
parliament,  to  fecond  your  efforts, 
and  to  do  all  in  my  power  tojuftify 
the  partiality  you  have  (hewn  me, 
through  fuch  arduous  trials,  and, 
with  fuch  unfttaken  perfeverance. 

Irauft  again  repeat,  that  no  words 
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can  exprefs  thofe  fentiments  of  gra- 
titude with  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obliged,  and 
Devoted  fervaot, 

C.J.  Fox. 


Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  in  the 
Scrutiny  that  was  inftituted  in  Be 
half  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  Bart,  for 
the  Purfwfe  of  investigating  the 
Legality  of  the  Pbtes  given  in  the 
late  ITeJlminfter  Election. 

No.  I. 

The  following  is  an  official  Copy  of 
the  Return  made  bv  the  High 
Bailiff  of  Weftminfter  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Middlefex,  and  by  the 
Sheriff  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  : 

Thomas  Corbett,  bailiff  of  the 
liberty  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter, 
at  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  doth  hereby  certify  unto 
the  fheriff  of  the  faid  county  of 
Middlefex,  that  by  virtue  of  a 
certain  precept,  dated  the  a6tb  day 
of  May  laft,  and  on  the  fame  day 
delivered  ro  him  the  faid  bailiff,  by 
the  faid  (heriff  for  the  election  of 
two  citjzens  to  ferve  in  the  enfuing 
parliament  for  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
fter, and  by  virtue  of  the  writ  there- 
in recited,  (proclamation  of  the 
prewjfes  in  the  faid  precept  firft 
mentioned,  of  the  day  and  place  as 
in  the  faid  precept  ia  directed  firft 
being  made)  he  the  faid  bailiff  did 
proceed  to  the  election  of  two  citi- 
zens to  ferve  in  the  enfuing  parlia- 
ment for  the  faid  city  of  Weftmin- 
fter, on  the  firft  day  of  April  now 
laft  paftf  on  which  day  appeared 

1784. 


and  were  put  in  nomination  the 
three  candidates  herein  after  men- 
tioned, and  a  poll  being  demanded, 
he  the  faid  bailiff  did  forthwith 
proceed  to  take  the  faid  poll,  and 
continued  to  take  the  fame  day  by 
day,  during  fix  hours  each  day, 
viz.  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  to 
three  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  day 
of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents  inclu- 
five,  on  which  day  the  faid  poll  was 
finally  clofed,  when  the  numbera 
on  the  faid  poll  for  the  (aid  feveral 
candidates  ftood  as  follows,  viz. 

For  the  right  hon.  fir  Sa- 
muel  Hood,  baronet, 
baron  Hood  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland    -  6694 

Fpr  the  right  hon.  Charles 

James  Fox      -  6a at 

For  fir  Cecil  Wray,  baro- 
net -  5998 

The  faid  bailiff  further  fets  forth, 
that  on  the  faid  final  clofe  of  the 
poll,  a  fcrutiny  was  duly  demanded 
in  behalf  of  fir  Cecil  Wray,  which 
fcrutiny  the  faid  bailiff  has  granted 
for  the  purpofe  of  inveftigating  the 
legality  of  the  votes  more  accurately 
than  could  be  done  on  the  (aid  poll ; 
and  the  faid  fcrutiny  fo  granted  is 
now  pending  and  undetermined,  and 
by  reafon  of  the  premifes,  the  faid, 
bailiff  humbly  conceives  he  cannot 
make  any  other  return  to  the  faid 
precept  than  as  herein-before  is 
contained,  until  the  (aid  fcrutiny 
(hall  be  determined,  which  he  fully 
intends  to  proceed  upon  with  all 
practicable  ditpatch.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  he  the  faid  Thomas  Cor- 
bett, bailiff  of  the  faid  liberty,  hath 
hereunto  fet  his  hand  and  fisal,  the 
1 7th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1784. 

Tho.  CorbstTj  bailiff. 
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May  26. 
The  yctirion  prefcmed  by  Mr. 
Fox,  relative  to  the  flection  for 
Wcitminfter,'  is  very  long,  and 
takes  notice  of  feveral  t  ran  factions 
during  the  poll:  it  ftatcs  fully  the 
reruru  made  by  the  bailiff,  and  then 
obferves— * 

That  at  the  final  clofe  of  the  poll, 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on 
the  17th  day  of  May,  a  femtiuy 
was  demanded  on  the  part  of  nr  Ce- 
cil Wray,  which  was  immediately 
objected  to  by  your  petitioner. 

That  the  bailiff  did  take  upon 
him,  contrary  to  the  exigency  or  the 
writ,  the  pofitive  injunction  of  the 
ftatute,  and  the  invariable  law  and 
fage  of  parliament,  in  the  moll  ar- 
bitrary and  illegal  manner,  to  de- 
clare that  he  Would  grant  fuch  fcru- 
tiny,  to  commence  and  be  proceeded 
upon,  after  the  day  appointed  for 
the  day  of  returning  the  writs  for 
fummoning  this  parliament. 

That  the  laid  bailiff  in  refuting  to 
execute  the  faid  indenture  tendered 
to  him,  and  to  return  the  petitioner 
as  one  of  the  two  citizens  duly  elect- 
ed to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  laid 
city,  according  to  the  ulual  courfc 
of  proceeding  in  fuch  cales,  and  in 
the  common  and  eftabliflied  form  of 
returns,  and  in  making  fuch  foecial 
return  as  aforefaid,  hds  conducted 
himfelf  in  a  manner  equally  arbi- 
trary, illegal,  unconftitutional,  and 
unprecedented,  and  which,  if  coun- 
tenanced,1 would  not  only  totally 
fubvert  the  ancient  forma  of  elections 
of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament, 
but  would  defeat  all  c lie  wife  ends 
for  which  thole  forms  were  at  Hut 
adopted,  and  have  fince  hitherto  in- 
vatiably  prevailed. 

That  your  j>ctirioncr  humbly  con- 
cede*, and  is  advifcd,  that  the  faid 
feturn  is  highly  injurious  to  your 
petitioner,  is  h  palpable  breach  of 
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duty  in  the  faid  bailiff,  an  open  vio* 
latiou  of  the  act  of  parliament  a 
wilful  difobedience  of  the  writ,  and 
a  manifelt  difregard  of  the  invaria- 
ble laws  and  ufage  of  parliament. 

It  then  prays  the  houfe  to  take 
the  fame  into  their  immediate  con- 
lideration,  and  to  order  the  faid  bai- 
liff forthwith  to  execute  the  laid  in- 
denture of  return  fo  tendered  to  him, 
and  to  make  a  proper  and  pertect  re 
turn,  to  be  annexed  to  the  faid  writ 
for  VVeltminitcr,  or  to  give  him  fuch 
other  relief,  as  to  the  juiVtce  of  that 
honourable  houfe  Hull  feem  meet. 

No.  III. 

June  11. 

The  following  protcfts  were  this  day 
delivered  to  the  high-bailiff  at 
St.  Anne's  vettry- room. 

To  Thomas  Corbetr,  efq.  High- 
Bailiff. 

Before  f  go  upon  the  bufinefi  of 
thia  fcrutiny,  I  do  hereby  folemuly 
protelt  againft  its  legality,  and  re- 
ferve  to  in) fell  the  right  ot  impeach* 
ing  it  herealter  either  in  any  court 
ot  judicature,  or  be  lore  a  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  under  Mr. 
Grenviilc's  act:  and  I  hereby  alfo 
declare,  that  I  relerve  to  mylelf  the 
right  of  fuing  the  high-bailiff  for  a'l 
the  cxpences,  or  the  double  of 
them,  which  are  drawn  upon  me  by 
thi*  illegal  ailt  in  the  appoiniraeut  of 
this  fcrutinv. 

C.  J.  Fox. 

Vcrtry-room,  St.  Anne's, 
June  12,  1784. 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  cf<i.  high  bai- 
liff of  Weftniinitcr. 

We  whofe  names  are  fubferibed, 
cUctors  of  Wcftminllcr,  do  proiett 
againft  your  commencing  or  pro- 
ceeding on  any  Icrutiny  ot  the  p*>  I 
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* 

On  the  late  election  for  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament  for  this  city, 
and  do  referve  to  oUrfefves  the  right 
and  power  to  object  to,  and  impeach 
all  your  proceedings  therein,  as  We 
Dull  be  advifed. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on  be* 
hair  of  ourfelves  and  the 
other  electors  of  this  city, 
this  nthday  of  June,  1784. 
Jonathan  PaOe, 
ja.  Gilchrist, 
John  Davis, 
Charlis  Probart, 
Edward  Lane, 
Thomas  Brooks, 
William  Fishkr, 
Willi  am  Fitch, 
Thomas  Ellis. 

June  15. 

At  1  o  o'clock  this  morning  the 
Mgh-bailiff,  his  deputy,  and  coun- 
sel, fir  Cecil  Wray,  lord  Hood,  and 
their  counfel,  and  colonel  Fitzpa- 
trick,and  other  gentlemen,  w  ith  Mr. 
Phillips  and  Mr.  Garrow,  as  counfel 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Fox,  being  met,  the 
regulating  articles  were  considered, 
and  the  following  were  agreed  to  by 
both  parties — two  counfel  only  to 
be  admitted  on  each  fide— three 
fcrutineers  on  each  iide,  w  ith  l*»erty 
to  change  thrm,  upon  giving  w  tue 
to  the  high  bailiff.— Sir  Cecil  Wray 
to  go  through  ail  his  objections  in 
one  parifh,  firft  $  and  Mi*.  Fox  then 
%  to  go  through  all  his  in  the  fame 
*  manner,  and  then  the  books  of  that 
parifh  to  be  fhut.— One  clear  day's 
notice  to  be  given  of  the  objections 
to  the  voters. — When  the  fcrutiny 
is  adjourned  to  another  pariih,  no 
retroactive  view  allowed  refpecr- 
ing  any  voters  in  the  former  patifli. 

There  were  befides  other  regula- 
tions, which  not  being  agreed  to, 
dropped  of  courfc,  fuch  as  an  order 
to  mut  out  the  voters,  except  three 
of  a  fide.   The  diicuflion  of  this 
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article  took  up  a  confiderable  time, 
until  the  high  bailiff's  counfel  very 
candidly  acknowledged,  that  he  very 
much  doubted  his  authority  to  ex- 
clude the  electors,  and  that  it  would 
be  infinitely  more  prudent,  to  ad- 
mit as^  many  as  the  room  would 
conveniently  hold.    Two  fide  bart 
were  then  propofed,  by  Way  of  p re- 
fer vi  11^  a  proper  entrance  for  the 
officers.  &c.  and  this  propofal  was 
acceded   to.      Mr.  Gar  row  pro- 
pofed, that  the  lift;  (hoold  go  on  in 
rotation,  and  that  no  ercufc  fliould 
be  made,  for  omitting  a  voter,  and 
going  to  the  next ;  he  ltated  a  num- 
ber of  inconveniences,  which  had 
accrued  from  the  ad  minion  of  thia 
practice,  even  in  a  fmall  degree  in 
the  city,  and  after  having  commit- 
ted his  propofal  to  paper,  he  fub- 
mitted  it  to  fir  Cecil  ^nd  friends* 
neither  of  whom  would  accede  to 
ir.    They  infilled,  that  the  high 
bailiff's  difcretion  muft  govern  that 
p  int.  It  being  now  twelve  o'clock, 
Mr.  Fox  arrived,  and  the  high  bailiff 
addre0cd  him  in  a  very  becoming 
manner,  dating,  that  whatever  pre- 
judices might  hare  prevailed  with 
Mr.  Fox  again  it  him,  or  whatever 
icfcntments  he  might  be  fuppofed  to 
en-crtai*  on  account  of  the  unmerit- 
ed itpcrfions  which  were  calt  againfl 
him,  yet  that  he  was  determined  to 
adminifler  fttict  and  impartial  jus- 
tice.   In  fact,  he  had  given  fecu- 
rity  for  luch  conduct,  having  called 
to  his  afliflance  an  impartial  and 
learned  gmileman  of  the  law,  to 
whom  he  mould  refer  every  queftioa 
of  difficulty*    The  accommodating 
articles  were  now  read,  and  Mr. 
Fox,  fir  Cecil  Wray,  and  lord 
Hood  ligned  them  :  and  cither  tri- 
fling matters  being  adjiiftcd,  the 
court  was  adjourned  until  the  next 
day  at  ten  o'clock. 

June  6.  This  mo-nin^  the  high 
bailiff  and  deputy,  with  his  counfel, 
(L  1)  Mr. 
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Mr.  Hargrave,  attended  in  the  vcf- 
try-room  of  St*  Anne,  to  proceed 
upon  the  fcrutiny,  and  produced  the 
lilt  of  rotation  of  the  different  pa- 
rifhcs,  which  flood  after  St.  Anne's, 
Su  Margaret's,  and  St.  John's,  fe- 
cond  ;  but  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends 
propofed  drawing  the  parifhes  by 
lots,  which  being  aflcnted  to*  lots 
were  accordingly  drawn,  and  the 
pantiles  now  (land  ia  the  following 
order :  St.  Martin's,  St..  Margaret's 
and  St.  John's,  St.  Clement  s  and 
St.  Mary  le  Strand,  St.  Paul's,  Co- 
vent-garden  and  St.  Martin's  le 
Grand,  St  James's  and  St.George's. 

luhf  20.  The  fcrutiny  in  the  pa- 
rim  of  St.  Anne's,  Weftminiter 
clofed  on  the  part  of  fir  Cecil 
Wray,  bait.  The  number  of  votes, 
ohje&ed  to  was  feventy-one— of 
which  twenty-three  were  difquali'- 
fied,  forty-fix  declared  to  be  good,, 
and  two  cafes  of  foreigners  refcrv- 
ed  for  farther  confide  rat  ion,  were 
afterwards  declared  to  be  badi— 
Mr.  Fox's  agents  delivered  in  their 
lifts  of  objections  againft  fir  Cecil's 
voters,  and  the  court  adjourned. 

Jug.  7.  At  eleven  o'clock  the 
parties  being  aflemblcd,  and  the 
room  uncommonly  crouded  in  anxi- 
ous expectation  of  hearing  the 
great  que  (lion  of  denization  argued, 
Mr.  Pnilipps,  Mr.  Morgan,  and 
Mr.  Garrow,  who  is  returned  from 
the  circuit,  fuddenly  retired  into 
the  church,  where^  they  (laid  up- 
wards of  half  an  hour.  Upon 
their  return,  Mr.  Philipps  addrciled 
the  high  bailiff,  dating  the  length 
of  time  the  court  had  fat,  and  the 
uncommon  attention  which  had 
been  paid  to  the  bufinefs,  together 
with  the  enormous  expence  incur- 
red. Having  taken  thefe  circum- 
stances into  their  ferious  confider- 
aiion,  they  had  agreed  to  give  up 
the  remaining  objections,  fcvcral  of 
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which  he  was  confident  of  carrying, 
to  fave  trouble  to  the  voters,  ex- 
pence  to  themfelves,  and  expedite 
the  fcrutiny,   provided  the  Jiigh 
bailiff  would  indulge  them  with  an. 
adjournment  for  one  week,  previ- 
ous to  entering  uoon  the  panfh  of 
St.  Martin.    It  might  appear  upon 
the  face  of  it,  he  laid,  that  a  com- 
pliance with  fuch  requeft  would 
tend  to  delay ;  but  a  moment's 
confideration  would  prove  that  how- 
ever paradoxical,  yet  it  was  ftriclly 
complying  with  the  directions  or 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  proceed- 
ing with  «*  the  utmoft  practicable* 
difpatchi'*  For  iuftancc,  the  votes 
which  he  now  gave  up,  would  cer- 
tainly have  taken  up  more  rim© 
than    the    indulgence   required  r 
added  to  which  the  agents  for  the 
parries  would  hare  time  to  enquire 
into  the  fcvcral  cafes,  and  on  the 
one  hand' not  bring  forward  fuch  as 
they  were  not  well  authorized  by 
the  ftrength  of  evidence  to  attack  \ 
and  on. the  other  not  to  defend  fuch. 
as  they  were  convinced  ought  to  be 
givc»  uoi    This  he  find  would 
greatly  fliorten>the  bufinefs,  to  the 
mutual  cafe  and  health  of  all  par- 
ties*   He  therefore  informed  the 
court,  that  they  had  agreed  to  make 
fome  conceffions  which  he  fpeciriedV 
and  which  would  wholly  complete 
the  lilts  of  both  parties,  and  give 
Mr.  Fox  a  majority  of  one  upon 
the  fcrutiny ;  he  therefore  moved 
the  cour6  accordingly.    Mr.  Mor- 
gan feconded  the -motion,  and  Mr. 
Garrow  made  amort  elegant  fpeech,. 
wherein  he  pointed  out  the  great 
object  obtained;  namely,  to  con- 
vince the  world  of  the  falsehood  of 
thofe  bafe  and  injurious  aflertioas: 
which  had  been  made  refpecting 
Mr.  Fox's  voters.    He  was  per- 
fectly of  opinion  that  the  adjourn-' 
meat- would  expedite  the  bufinefs. 

The 
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The  high  bailiff  faid,  «'  Difpofed  tereft  has  long  done  me  the  honour 

as  1  am  to  oblige,  yet  I  am  forry  I  to  entertain  towards  me ;  I  Irani 

do  not  fee  I  could  be  jyftined."  forth  as  a  candidate  for  the  city  of 

The  coynfel  enforced  their  argu-  Norwich.    My  zeal  for  the  con  ft  U 

tnents,  and  Mr.  Philipps  again  ob-  tution  of  this  country  it  founded 

Serving  upon  the  enormous  expence  upon  an  impartial  and  ferious  at* 

to  his  client,  added  41  which  we  can  tendon  to  its  real  interetls,  nor 

very  ill  afford,  let  the  world  know  would  I  be  deterred  from  difcharg- 

that."    The  high  bailiff  appealed  ing  ony  duty,   by  the  oppolition 

to  Mr.  Hargravc,  who  oblerved  even  of  a  free  and  enlightened  peo- 

that  the  arguments  were  forcible,  pie,  when  thejr  art  to  the  prejudice 

,that  the  court  was  prelkd  by  very  of  their  own  rights.   My  opinions 

cogent  reaibns,  and  that  he  was  are  not  to  be  (haken  by  every  tran- 

jnuch  inclined  to  Relieve  that  the  fient  blaft  of  clamour,  and  as  to 

adjournment    would    eventually  my  motives,  they  are  fuch,  I  truft, 

Shorten  the  bnfincjt^  yet  it  was  utr  as  will  nqt  ftmnk  from  the  feverelt 

iterly  out  of  his  power  to  anticipate  fcrutiny.  I  ihould  indeed  condemn 

the  opinion  of  the  houfe. '  That  it  myfelf  as  moft  unworthy  of  your 

lay  entirely  wkh  the  high  bailiff's  .choice,  if  the  leading  principles  of 

discretion,  whlch.be  had  no  doubt  tny  actions  .could  be  diftortcd  into 

^>ut  the  houfe  would  interpret  in  a  cndlefs  inconfirlencies,  by  a  fervile 

liberal  manner.    It  was  at  laft  a-  accommodation  to  thofe  change?, 

greed  that  a  written  requeft  ihould  which  have  lately  prevailed  in 

he  made  and  entered   upon  the  public  opinions,  ami  public  mea- 

t>ooks,  which  being  done,  the  high  fure*. 

•bailiff  made  the  adjournment,  and      Scorning  the  mean  arts  of  diffi- 

^pronounced  the  diffolution  of  the  mulation,  I  have  planted  myfelt 

Scrutiny  in  St.  Anne's  parilh.  before  the  judgment  of  my  friends, 

The  number  of  votes  objected  to  and  the  prejudices  of  my  enemies, 

on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fox  were  thirty-  in  open  day.    I  may  offend  the  un- 

ftwo,  of  which  twenty-fix  were  dc  wary,  and  even  the  well-difpofed ; 

clarcd  bad,  five  good,  and  one  pod-  but  1  cannot  deceive  them  ;  nor 

poncd.    Majority  in  favour  of  Mr.  will  I  facrifice  to  any  felfifh  views 

Tox  in  St.  Anne's  parilh  one  vote,  that  opennefs  of  dealing,  u>ich 

Adjourned  till  this  day  fe'ennit-ht  can  alone  fecure  to  me  the  cqnti- 

at  ten  in  the  morning  at  St.  Mar-  nuance  of  your  eiteem  after  fiuc- 

tin's  veftry.  cefs,  or  the  approbation  of  my  own 

 __  heart  under  difappointmeat.  The 

The  following  JJJreJrs  of  fame  of  the  fam*  condurt,  which  procures  me 

CandiJates  at  the  late  general  Elet-  the  honour  or  your  fipport,  (hall 

tio*  were  thought  wrthy  of  our  Juft'f>'  you  in  bert°«™g  it. 

RcpoRtcry.  Reports,  I  am  aware,  have  gone 

y        *  No  I  abroad,  of  which,  groundlefs  and 

*o  rhcGen^cn'c^y  Free-  ^nVX^,^.  SfJEL 

men,  and  Freeholders  ot  the  Cuy  yct  ,  wUl  ^  candour 

and  County  of  Norwich.  and  gQod  {eni%  fcy  yip?0fag  that 

Gentlemen,  they  are,  io  the  flighted  degree. 

In  compliance  with  the  wiflics,  hurtful  to  that  caufe,  which  is 

which  a  large  and  respectable  in.-  equally  dear  to  yourfelves  and  to 

{L  3) 
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tnc.  I  feci,  indeed,  fome  fort  of 
degradation  in  the  very  attempt  to 
refute  thofe  dark  and  invidious  in- 
sinuations, which  have  hitherto  af- 
fumed  no  determinate  form,  which 
have  been  employed  only  on  the 
credulity  of  thole  who  know  me 
not,  and  which  are  induftrioully 
circulated  by  the  artifices  of  tlhofe, 
whom,  becaufe  they  do  know  me, 
it  is  more  eafy  to  convince  than  to 
filence. 

If  I  were  unable  to  diftinguiih 
between  the  comparative  merits  of 
men  or  meafures,  or  unwilling  to 
a<t  according  to  my  fenfe  of  thofe 
merits,  1  mould  i>e  totally  unfit  for 
the  important  and  honourable  t'uft 
which  you  repofe  in  your  repre- 
sentatives. .  He  (hat  is  incapable  of 
making  fuch  diftincttons  cannot 
fcrve  you  effectually  ;  and  he,  who, 
from  whatever  motives,  refufes  to 
make  them,  mutt  often  betray  you. 
Jn  the  freedom  W'th  which  i  have 
ever  declared  my  fentiments,  at  the 
hazard  even  of  difobliginz  my 
friends,  you  have  a  pledge,  lure'y, 
for  the  firmnefs  with  which  1  fliall 
on  all  occafions  make  my  own  dif- 
paflionate  judgment  the  fole  and 
fixed  rule  of  my  conduct*  What 
circumftauces  have  they,  who  are 
jnoft  prodigal  of  their  cenfures, 
ever  di  fee  rued  in  my  character  or 
lit  u  at  ion,  which  can  juftify  them  in 
reprefenting  mc  as  the  bigot  of  any 
(yftcm,  or  the  flavc  of  any  party  ? 
As  to  popularity,  I  difdain  to  court 
it  by  a  defertion  of  thofe  very  fen- 
timents which  firrt  obtained  for  me 
the  flattering  ditHoetion  of  your 
warm  and  unfolicitcd  approbation  ; 
bpt  I  am  mod  anxious  to  defcrve 
that  approbation  by  the  faithful  and 
dijjgenr  difcharge  of  my  duty,  in 
protecting  your  mod  facrcd  rights 
againft  every  man,  and  every  fet  of 
men,  who  mav  with  to  undermine 
an^l  fubvert  them.    I  have  the 

ft  I  •       k  * 


P   A   P   E  .R  S. 

honour  to  be,  with  the  greatcft 

refpect, 

Gentlemen, 
Your  mod  oSedient,  and 

Faithful  hu  uble  fervant, 
W.  Windham. 

Norwich,  March  26,  1784. 
No.  II. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

I  was  firft  called  forth  to  main* 
tain  the  independency  of  your 
county.  Through  your  means  I 
was  enabled  to  aflert  it.  No  exer- 
tions of  mine  (hall  be  wanting  to 
preferve  it.  The  hand  of  power 
has,  on  every  occafion,  been  railed 
againft  me.  It  has  now  varied  the 
form  of  its  attack,  but  its  end  is 
the  fame.  We  have  triumphed 
over  it  in  a  former  inftance,  I  truit 
we  fliall  be  equally  fuccefsful  in 
this.  Confcious  that  my  conduct 
has  been  governed  by  one  uniform 
principle,  that  I  have  been  actuat- 
ed by  no  felfilh  views  ;  that  I  have 
watched  over  your  intcrcfts  with 
uniemitting  attention  ;  and  that  I 
have  zcalouflv  per  fevered  in  the 
caufc  of  freedom,  it  is  with  confi- 
dence that  I  again  appeal  to  you 
for  your  fuffraj^cs. 
I  am, 

With  the  m  it  unfeigned  gratitude- 
Your  faithful  humble  lervant, 

G.  Bykq. 
Berkcley-fquare,  March  2;, 

No.  III. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  Couuty  of 
Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 
Confcious  of  having  on  every 
occauon  dtfeharged  with  zeal  and 

fidelity 
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fidelity  the  ^rario-is  duties  of  fhe 
important  charge,  wi  h  which  I 
was  iutrufteJ,  and  tcrlfi fnig  with 
gratitude  on  the  frequent  public 
marks  ofyour  approbation  during 
the  late  preceding  parliaments,  I 
beg  to  be  permitted  again  to  make 
you  the  humble  t<  ndt  r  of  my  fer- 
vices  at  the  enfuing  general  elec- 
tion. 

I  always  confidered  it  a<  the  duty 
of  your  representative  in  parlia- 
ment to  deliver  there  the  real  fenlc 
of  his  conftiturnts,  am',  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  command',  to  fubmit 
in  a  dutiful  manner  to  the  fovcreitjn 
the  fentimcnts  of  this  refpec'table 
county.  Such  has  been  the  invari- 
able rule  of  my  conduct,  which  I 
truft  appears  firm  and  confident.  I 
have  confeientioufly  adhered  to  the 
folemn  engagement  figned  by  your 
late  much-lamented  member,  Mr. 
Glynn,  and  myfelf,  previous  to 
the  general  election  in  1774.  In 
one  momentous  point,  after  a  ltrug- 
glc  of  many  years,  fhecefs  follow- 
ed to  the  full  extent  of  my  warmed 
wifhes.  I  glory  in  having  obtained 
for  you  the  molt  complete  fatisfac- 
tion  from  the  late  parliament.  I 
allude  to  the  motion  in  May,  1 
•*  for  vindicating  the  injured  rights 
of  the  freeholders  of  this  county, 
and  the  whole  body  of  electors 
in  this  united  kingdom,"  and  the 
fubfequent  order  that  all  the  decla- 
rations and  relblutioiM,  which  mi- 
litated agatnft  your  rights  and  fran- 
chises, lhould  be  44  expunged  from 
the  Journals,  as  being  (ubverfive 
of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body 
of  electors  of  this  kingoVm." 
Other  ellcntial  articles  however  of 
that  engagement  remain  dill  to  be 
accomplilhed,  particularly  44  a  more 
lair  and  equal  representation  of  the 
pivple."  and  44  the  fliortening  the 
duration  of  parliaments,**  i  pledge 
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myfe!f  to  you  '  that  both  thefe 
weighty  quetlions  (hall  receive  a 
full  diicumon  very  curly  in  the  new 
parliament,  if  your  favour  fiiould 
give  me  a  feat  in  the  great  council 
of  the  nation. 

I  ;ntreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  do 
mc  the  juftice  to  bcliirve  that  I  fliall 
be  extremely  delirous  of  receiving 
your  inftruction*  on  even-  event  of 
importance  refpccling  my  parlia- 
mentary conduct,  if  I  am  fo  happy 
as  to  have  the  late  honorable  relation 
to  you  renewed.  The  powers, 
which  I  may  derive  from  you,  (1  rail 
regularh*  be  exerted  in  obedience 
to  the  directions  of  my  worthy  con- 
iiituents.  My  parliamentary  voice 
dial  I  faithfully  declare  the  opinion 
of  the  freeholders  of  Middkfcx, 
and  my  vote  be  given  in  ftrict  con- 
formity to  their  inltruclions,  by* 
which  the  fenfe  of  the  people  will 
be  fo  far  afecrtained  with  fairnefs 
and  precifion.  It  is  my  ambition 
to  be  acknowledged  in  the  prefent 
age,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  latcft 
poftcritv,  as  a  ftrenuous,  fteady, 
and  uniform  fupportcr  of  civil  li- 
berty, of  the  molt  general  and  li- 
beral toleration  in  all  matters  of  rc- 
lig'ous  concern,  of  the  noble  fran- 
chiic*  and  rights  of  this  free  peo- 
ple, and  the  balance  of  p  ,wcr  in 
that  happy,  well-poized  conlfitu- 
tion,  which  the  immortal  William 
ellabiilhed  at  the  glorious  Revo- 
lution. 

In  the  prefent  alarming  crifis, 
gentlemen,  I  confels  that  I  anxi- 
oully  fupplicate  the  honour  of  your 
futfrages,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
ttrengthen  the  hands  of  our  prefent 
virtuous  young  miniller  in  his  pa- 
triotic plans  to  retrieve  your  af- 
fair!, to  reftore  public  credit,  to 
recover  the  faded  glory  of  our 
country.  I  concrivc  fuch  a  con- 
duct to  meet  the  clear,  declared 


Digitized  by  Google 


(lrfl)        PUBLIC  PAPERS*. 

opinion  of  a  fp^at  majority  of  the  No.  IV. 

freeholders  of  Middlefex.   I  know  Tothe  Livery  of  the  City  of  London* 

his  ability,  his  unwearied  attention  Gentlemen, 

to  the  public  fervice,  and  his  seal  I  have juft  learnt  that  I  have  been 

to  promote  thofe  objects  of  national  this  day  propofed,  ih  a  manner 

magnitude,  when  you  have  at  equally  unexpected 'and  flattering  to 

heart.    He  will  therefore  receive  me,  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent  the 

every  fupport,  which  you  may  en-  city  of  London  in  parliament ;  and 

able  me  to  give,  while  he  continues  that  I  had  the  honour  of'having  mjjf 

to  pofiefs  the  fan&ion  of  your  name  returned  on  the  (hew  of  hands, 

efteem,  and  I  am  convinced  that  It  is  impoflible  for  me  not  to  feel 

time,  the  moil  unerring  judge,  by  the  warmeit  gratitude  and  fatisfao 

daily  bringing  an  additional  degree  tion  in  receiving  fo  diftinguiihed  a 

,  of  meritorious  fervicej  will  confirm  mark  of  confidence  from  fo  great, 

and  increafe  to  him  the  attachment  and  refpectable  a  body.   It  is  tbe 

of  a  grateful  nation.  more  honourable  to  rte,  as  1  can 

As  r.he  ftienff  has  advertifed  a  attribute  it  only  to  their  approba- 

gcneral  meeting  of  the  freeholders  tion  of  my  public  principles  and 

of'  this  county  to  confider  of  proper  conduct  in  the  preient  important 

perfons  to  be  nominated  by  them  moment.    Scnfible  as  I  am  at  the 

to  reprefent  this  county  in  the  en*  fame  time,  that  my  engagements 

fuing  parliament,  to  be  held  at  the  are  not  fumciently  compatible  with 

Mermaid,  at  Hackney,  on  Saturday  the  duties  incumbent  on  one  who 

next  tbe  3d  of  April,  at  twelve  has  the  honour  of  being  placed  in 

o'clock  at  noon,  give  me  leave  to  that  fituation,  I  (hould  be  wanting 

folicit  the  early  appearance  of  my  in  refpect.  and  attention  to  the  city 

friends  there',  and  their  generous  of  London,  if  I  did  not  take  the 

protection.  earlieit  opportunity  of  begging  per- 

The  ele&ion  will  be  at  Brent-  minion  to  decline  the  poll.  Per- 

ford  on  Thurfday,  the  2 2d  of  April,  mit  me  to  add,  that  I  truft  I  (hall 

when  I  hope  to  be  again  the  man  on  no  occafion  be  found  lefs  vtk\- 

of  your  free  choice,  and  by  the  ous  to  promote  the  injereft  of  the' 

continuance  of  that  obliging  par-  city,  and,  with  it,  thofe  of  the 

tiality,  which  has  been  my  dimnc-  kingdom  in  general,  than  if  I  had 
tion  in  life,  the  reprefentative  of  the  honour  of  being  fen t  as  their 

my  native  county  in  the  enfuing  immediate  reprefentative. ' 

pari  ament.  J  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

I  am,  gentlemen.  Your  moil  obedient  and 

With  great  regard  and  gratitude,  Faithful  humble  fervant, 

Your  moil  faithful,  and  Downing- ftrect,  "      W.  Pitt. 

Obedient  humble  fervant,  March  30,  1784. 

John  Wilkes.  No-  V' 

Tothe  Worthy  Elertors  of  the  Bo- 
Prince's  Court,  Weftminirer,  rou£n  o{  Hertford. 
•  Monday,  March  20.  Gentlemen, 

*                ,  Notwithftanding  the  event  of 

the  late  poll,  I  (hould  be  unworthy 
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ffi  that  good  opinion  with  which 
my  friends  have  honoured  me,  if  I 
<did  not  io  the  moft  cordial  manner 
exprefs  to  them  my  fincere  acknow- 
ledgments. It  wag  not  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  cftcct  of  (hole 
combined  circumftances  which  the 
popular  fury  of  the  times,  and  the 
various  influences  operating  in  fa- 
your  of  ray  opponents,  rendered 
irrefiftible. 

By  lomc  new  and  courtly  con- 
ception  of  things  there  are  thofe 
who  have  perfuaded  thcmfelves  to 
declare,  that  length  of  fcrvice  in 
parliament  is  an  acquittal  of  every 
obligation  to  profits  the  public 
principles  on  which  they  act. 
Lengrh  of  fervke  and  independ- 
ence of  mind  are  not  always  fyno- 
pymous.  And  I  have  never  thought 
|t  incontinent  with  my  duty,  or 
degrading  to  my  hoqour  to  avow 
mine.  In  doing  this  I  refer  to  my 
uniform  public  conduct  for  iixteen 
years  pau.  I  have  nothing  to  con- 
ceal, nor  any  bias  on  my  mind  by 
Which  I  can  be  tempted  m  any  in- 
ftance  to  facrifice  objects  of  ferious 
parional  importance  to  views  of 
temporary  emolument,  cither  in 
pofiellion  or  expectation. 

The  part  which  has  been  taken 
again  ft  me  I  refent  not : — The  fup- 
port  I  have  experienced  from  my 
old  and  new  friends  1  receive  with 
gratitude.  In  the  choice  of  your 
P refent  members  you  have  acted  in 
a  manner  mod  agreeable  to  your 
wiihes,  and  they  will  have  perform- 
ed no  more  than  their  bounden 
duty,  by  ferving  you  with  the  fame 
difintcreftednefs  and  fidelity  with 
which  1  have  endeavoured  to  atone 
for  many  other  defects. 

On  this  and  every  fimilar  occa- 
fion  you  will  do  well  to  con fide r 
{hat  you  are  called  upon  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  valuable  franchifc,  to 
bicferve  that  balance  in  our  comli- 


tution  on  which  all  our  liberties 
depend ;  and  bearing  in  your  minds 
a  late  moft  extraordinary  tranfac- 
tion,  you  will  dread  as  the  worft  of 
evils  that  can  befall  you,  every 
fpecies  of  ariftocratic  influence* 
fince  a  moment's  reflection  will  con- 
vince you,  that  nothing  lefs  ia 
meant  by  the  moft  nattering  con- 
defcenfions,  than  to  elrablifll  an  in- 
tereft  among  you  for  the  purpofes 
of  private  ambition,  and  you  will 
hardly  be  perfuaded,  that  thofe 
will  prove  the  moil  zealous  aflfertors 
of  your  righrs  and  independence 
who  have  Oumefully  betrayed  their 
own. 

In  my  private  fituation,  I  (hall 
be  happy  to  promote  the  profper- 
ity  of  your  town ;  and  am,  with 
the  moft  unfeigned  regard, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient 
fervant, 

Bay  ford-Bury,         W.  Baker. 
April  2. 

No.  VI. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

Permit  me  to  expreis  my  grate- 
ful  feelings  for  the  very  honourable 
fupport  1  experienced  at  ray  nomi- 
nation at  Hackney  on  Saturday  laft, 
and  to  allure  you  that  I  look  for- 
ward with  the  utraoft  confidence  to 
the  day  when  by  your  generous 
efforts  1  may  be  again  returned  your 
reprefentative  in  parliament. 

Every  practice  of  power,  and 
every  device  that  the  moft  defign- 
ing  men  can  fuggeft,  have  been 
ufed  againft  me.  The  papers  filled 
with  the  moft  fallacious  accounts  of 
the  tranfactions  at  the  meeting. 

A  teft  was  propofed,  not  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  city  of  London,  but 
particularly  marked  as  oppolite  to 
my  known  declarations,  previous 
to  yeur  former  choice  of  me. 

To 


Digitized  by  Google 


(i7o)       PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


To  put  an  end  to  the  American 
war,  to  rcverfc  the  decition  which 
deprived  you  of  your  rights,  to  re- 
duce the  influence  of  the  crown,  to 
ihorten  the  duration,  and  to  reform 
the  reprefentation  or"  parliaments, 
were  all  objects  of  your  decpeft  con- 
cern. In  principle  we  concurred, 
and  without  a  proinife  of  obedience 
1  obeyed. 

Relying  on  the  proofs  of  your 
regard  which  I  have  experienced 
during  my  canvas,  I  refer  to  my 
pail  conduit,  which,  fuperior  to  any 
profetfions  I  can  ufe,  will  beft  evince 
the  uncerity  of  my  principles,  and 
that  unalterable  attachment  wiih 
which  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  much  obliged  and 
Faithful  fervant, 

G.  Bync. 

Berkeley -fquare, 
Apr.  4,  1784. 

No.  VII. 

Pembroke -hall,  Cambridge, 
Apr.  6,  1 784. 

Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  take  the  firft 
moment  to  communicate  to  you, 
that  I  am  returned  for  the  univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge.  I  cannot  fuf- 
fictently  exnrefs  how  much  I  regret 
the  impoflibility  of  accepting  the 
honour  intended  me  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  Bath.  I  truft  they  will 
do  me  the  jultice  to  believe,  that 
nothing  but  the  particular  eircum- 
(lanccs  of  my  connection  with  this 
place  could  have  prevented  my  em- 
bracing an  offer  lo  flattering  to  my 
feelings.  May  I  beg  the  favc  ur  of 
you  to  a  flu  re  them,  that  I  mall  al- 
ways retain  a  juft  fenfe  of  fuch  a 
mark  of  their  good  opinion,  nnd 
feel  myfelf  bound  in  the  iirorgcil 


manner  by  attachment  and  grati- 
tude to  their  lervice. 

I  am,  with  great  truth, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  and 
Faithful  fervanr, 

W.  Pjtt. 

John  Leake,  efq. 

Bath. 

No.  VIII. 
To  the  Gentlemen,   Clergy,  and 

Freeholders  of  the  County  of 

Norfolk. 
Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  opinion 
of  many  refpeelable  friends,  I  re- 
tire from  a  conteft,  which  is  likely 
to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  county, 
without  producing  any  advantage 
to  that  caufc  in  which  I  am  engag- 
ed. The  flionnefs  of  the  interval 
between  the  nomination  and  the 
day  of  ejection  was  thought  inluf- 
ficient  to  recover  the  eScfts  of  a 
canvas,  which  (it  now  appears)  had 
begun,  during  my  abfence  in  town, 
was  c.irried  on  without  my  know- 
lege,  and  owed  much  of  its  fuccefs 
to  an  artifice  not  the  moil  juftifiable, 
the  pretence  of  a  junction  between 
my  late  worthy  colleague  and  my 
opponent. 

With  gratitude  I  fhall  ever  ac- 
knowlege  the  pal\  favours  of  my 
conlUtucnts ;  nor  can  I  reflect,  with- 
out triumph,  on  the  endeavours  I 
have  faiihfully  and  flcadily  exerted 
to  deferve  the  continuance  of  them. 
From  whatever  c  iufes  my  prefent 
difappoiutmcnt  may  have  arifen  on 
your  part,  it  cannot,  I  am  fure,  be 
imputed  to  any  want  of  finceiity  or 
cooftancy  on  mine.  I  was  called 
forth  as  your  reprefentative,  in  fup- 
port  of  revolutional  principles  ;  and 
where  is  the  in  Ha  nee  in  which  my 
mod  prejudiced  foe  oitn  fliew  that  I 
have  defcrted  them  r*    Upon  theft 
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principles,  gentlemen,  I  took  a  de- 
cided, and,  after  your  choice  of  my 
competitor,  1  mult  add,  a  diftin- 
guilhcd  part  in  oppofing  the  Ame- 
rican war;  I  gave  my  vote  moft 
heartily,  and  molt  fucccfcfully,  fur 
coutrouling  the  enormous  influence 
of  the  crown  j  and  affiled  in  that 
truly    conftitutional  meafure,  by 
which  tfce  much-abufed  power  of 
voting  was  taken  away  irom  the 
immediate  dependants  of  the  crown. 
On  the  fame  principle,  and  with  the 
fame  ileadv  view  to  the  common 
good,  1  will  never  give  up  my 
claim  to  confiftency  in  having  fup- 
ported  the  duke  of  Portland  in  his 
coalition  with  lord  North,  being 
perfuaded   that  fuch  a  meafure, 
however  liable  to  mifreprcfertation, 
was,  by  a  ebange  of  circumllances, 
become  indrfpenfibly  neceflary.  I 
felt  it  my  cVuty  to  follow  the  example 
of  many  hcnelr.  men,  who,  after  the 
concluGon  of  the  American  war, 
having  no  juft  ground  of  difference, 
were  willing  to  lay  afide  perfonal 
unimofnies,   for  the  fake  of  pur- 
fuing  meafures  falutary  in  them- 
selves, and  which  nothing  but  their 
union  could    render  practicable. 
But,  whatever  opinion   you  may 
form  of  my  conduct,  the  purity  of 
my  motives  ftands,  J  trull,  unim- 
peached.    Had  a  regard  for  your 
Intercft,  and  for  the  honour  ot  be- 
coming your  representative,  held  a 
fecondary  place  in  my  willies,  there 
is  a  path  in  which  1  poflibly,  as  we]l 
as  others,  might  have  gratified  a 
lefs  generous  ambition,  and  have 
faved    myfelf  the  difappointmeut 
which  I  now  experience, 

In  Hating  thefe  facts,  f  mean  not 
to  make  an  oftentatious  difplay  of 
fervices,  which  Ijavc  no  other  meiit 
than  the  motives  that  dictated  them ; 
but  I  do  mean  to  convince  you, 
that  I  have  not  betrayed  thy  truit  of 
which  you  have  deputed  me  j  and 


that  whatever  reafons  you  may  hare 
for  giving  a  preference  to  other 
men,  you  have  no  jult  ground  of 
accufation  a  gain  A  me. 

While  1  lament  the  lofs  of  your 
confidence,  as  it  affects  myfelf,  I 
feel  a  more  ferious  concern  for  the 
confequence  of  that  lofs  to  the  Whig 
intereit,  which  my  family  was  in 
this  county  brought  forward  to  fup- 
port  in  the  year  1768,  and  which 
now  feems  threatened  with  a  total 
overthrow  by  the  machinations  of 
its  enemies,  and  by  the  temporary 
prejudices  of  many  of  thofe  who 
fhould  be  its  lupporters.    Let  ine, 
however,  do  jultice  to  thofe  nume- 
rous   and  refpcctable  friends,  to 
whofe  generous  exertions,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  I  am  fo  highly  in- 
debted, and  whofe  firmnefs,  in  de- 
fence of  conftitutional  liberty,  wiU, 
I  trull,  on  fome  future  occaiion,  be 
more  effectual. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greateft  refpect. 
Your  mod  faithful,  and 
Obedient  humble  fervant, 
Tho.  Wm.  Cokl. 
Norwich,  April  12. 

No.  IX. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 
I  moft  earncltlv  defire  your  ac- 
ceptance of  my  belt  thanks  for  the 
very  honourable  and  diiringuilhed 
teftimony  you  have  given  me  of 
your  approbation  and  good  opinion, 
by  your  endeavours  to  reftore  me  to 
that  confidential  trull  which  I  lately 
polTeflcd, 

In  a  mind  wholly  devoted  to  your 
intcreih,  fentimcnts  of  gratitude  are 
not  the  only  imprelTions  which  your 
great  and  generous  exertions  fhould 
produce  :  I  am  called  by  a  fenfc  of 
r  thole 
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thofe  principles  which  led  me  to 
engage  in  your  fervicc,  to  fecond 
your  efforts,  and  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  giving  them  that  effect, 
which  I  believe  in  my  conference 
they  arc  juftly  in  titled  to.* 

It  b  not  the  caufe  of  an  indivi- 
dual, it  is  your  caufe,  it  is  the  c-iufe 
of  the  real  electors  for  which  I  am 
contending,  and  in  which  therefore 
1  rely  upon  yonr  afTiftanoe  and  vigi- 
lance in  detecting  thole  arts  which 
/nay  have  been  practifed  to  over- 
throw it. 

In  the  fcrutiny  which  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  demand,  I 
had  no  object  but  the  aflerrion  and 
vindication  of  your  rights,  and  the 
prefervation  of  that  great  and  in- 
valuable franchife  on  which  our  li- 
berty fo  entirely  depends,  and  which 
it  is  my  wifh  to  fecure  againft  the 
combined  attempts  of  power,  ambi- 
tion, and  treachery. 

I  feel  the  importance  and  weight 
of  the  talk  I  have  undertaken,  and 
am  well  aware  of  the  confequences 
attendant  upon  it;  but  whatever 
.may  be  the  event  of  my  prefent  in- 
veuigaiion,  which  my  expectation 
of  fuccefs  Ihall  not  tempt  me  vainly 
or  vcxatiouflv  to  purfue,  vou  may 
be  aflured  that  my  fpint  is  un- 
broken, and  that  my  zeal  in  your 
caufe  thrill  remain  unabated  ;  and 
chat,  whether  in  a  public  or  private 
ftntion,  I  (hall  equally  retain  the 
ftime  fvntiments  of  regard  and  at> 
fachmcnt  with  which  I  now  profefs 
royfelf.  Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  grateful,  and 
Faithful  bumble  fervant, 

JWkcley-fqunre, 
Apr.  14,  1784. 

No.  X. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Widdlcfex. 

In  compliance  with  my  engage- 


ment to  you  at  the  clofe  of  the 
poll,  and  with  a  fcrious  intention 
of  profecuting  the  fcrutiny  to  effect, 
I  have  purfued  every  ftcp  which  to 
me  appeared  conducive  to  the  end  of 
vindicating  your  rights,  and  of  re- 
covering that  honourable  fuuatioa 
which  it  has  been  my  ftudy  to  de- 
ferve  by  a  long,  dilintereited,  and 
active  fcrvice. 

If  I  was  encouraged  in  this  un- 
dertaking by  the  juflice  of  our 
caufe,  and  a  fenfc  of  the  importance 
of  the  object,  I  have  been  confirm- 
ed in  it  by  the  unremitting  exer- 
tions of"  my  friends,  and  the  daily 
proofs  1  have  received  that  our  com- 
plaints were  well  founded. 

The  enquiry  a  (Tented  to  in  words 
has  however  beea  denied  in  fact* 
it  would  be  a  tedious  and  ufelefs 
talk  to  recite  all  the  inftances  of 
cavil  to  which  my  opponent  and  hb 
party  had  recourfe  ;  the  new  prin- 
ciples of  evidence  which  hiscounfel 
were  fuffered  to  lay  down,  and  the 
various  fcruples  which  the  ftSeriffs 
themfelvee  entertained,  all  calcu- 
lated to  anfwer  the  ends  of  thofe 
who  had  every  thing  to  gain  by 
delay,  and  every  thing  to  dread 
from  a  fair  and  itrict  examination. 

I  have  the  comfort  of  reflecting, 
that  no  practicable  means  which 
honour,  on  my  part,  could  fuggeft, 
have  been  left  untried  for  giving 
effect  to  our  common  efforts,  and 
though  the  fcrutiny  is  at  an  end, 
thofe  who  have  attended  the  pror 
ceeding  will  have  the  candour  to 
acknowlege,  that  it  was  not  aban- 
doned by  me  whilft  a  rational  hope 
remained  that  the  judges  to  whom 
we  had  appealed  were  able  to  do  us 
juftice. 

Happily  for  us  the  law  has  efta- 
bliftied  a  tribunal  competent  to  de- 
cide, and  to  whom  I  (hall,  without 
delay,  appeal,  trufting  that,  by  their 
decifioa,  your  rights  will  be  cfta- 
blifhcd,  and  the  feat  I  am  intitled 
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to,  by  your  free  fuffrages,  re- 
fiored. 

1  am,  with  great  truth, 
Your  molt  faithful,  and 
Much  obliged,  humble  fcrvant, 

C.Bvng. 

Berkeley-fquare,. 
May  itf,  1784. 


His  Majffiys  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  March       1 784. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen. 

On  a  full  conlideration  of  the 
prefent  fituation  or*  affairs,  and  of 
the  extraordinary  circumftauces 
which  have  produced  it,  I  am  in- 
duced ro  put  an  end  to  this  feflion 
of  parliament :  I  feel  it  a  dury 
which  I  owe  to  the  con  ft  it  ut  ion  and 
tc  the  country,  in  fuch  a*  lituation, 
to  recur  as  fpeedily  as  polfible  to  the 
fcnfe  of  my  people,  by  calling  a 
new  parliament. 

I  truft  that  this  means  will  tend 
to  obviate  the  mifchiets  arifing  from 
the  unhappy  divifions  and  diftrac- 
tions  which  have  lately  fubfifted ; 
and  that  the  various  important  ob- 
jects which  will  require  conlidera- 
tion may  be  afterwards  proceeded 
upon  with  lefs  interruption,  and 
with  happier  effect ► 

I  can  nave  no  other  object,  but 
to  prefcrve  the  true  principles  of 
our  free  and  happy  constitution, 
and  to  employ  the  powers  entrufted 
ro  mc  by  law,  for  the  only  end  for 
which  they  were  given,  to  the  good 
o£  my  people 


Speech  of  his  Grace  the  Lor$i  Lieute- 
nant of  Inland  to  both  Houfei  of 
Parliament*  May  14,  1784- 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  addrcfl&ng  you  for  the  fir  ft 
cine  in  parliament  at  the  clofc  of 
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the  frftion,  I  embrace  with  pleafure 
the  occafion  which  is  afforded  me 
of  returning  you-  my  affectionate 
acknowledgment!  for  the  cordiality 
of  my  reception,  and  the  early  af- 
fu ranees  of  your  confidence.  And 
I  am  at  the  fame  time  highly  grati- 
fied in  being  authorized  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  fentiments  of  per- 
fect fatis£tction  with  which  his  ma* 
jefty  approves  of  your  exertions  for 
the  public  welfare. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Koufe  of 
Commons, 

I  am  happy  in  obeying  his  ma- 
jefty rs  commands  to  thank  you  for 
the  cheatfulnefa  with  which  you 
have  made  provifion  for  the  exigen- 
cies and  honour  of  his  government. 
Let  me  afiure  your  on  my  pari* 
that  the  readinefs  with  which  you 
have  granted  fupplics,  Simulates  my 
utmou  attention  and  care  that  they 
fhall  be  managed  with  ceconomyr 
and' applied  with  prudence* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
You  will  have  much  fatisfaction 
in  reflecting,  that  the  various  ob- 
jects which,  in  conference- of  the 
acknowledged  independence  of  the 
legiflature,.  were  recommended  for 
your  deliberations  at  the  opening  of 
this  feflion,  have  been  diligently 
purfued  and  accomplifhed. 

You  have  wifely  given  your  func- 
tion to  the  extraordinary  expedient* 
which  it  hai  been  neceflary  to  em- 
ploy, in  order  to  prefcrve  the  king- 
dom from  famine.  And  I  feel  great 
fatisfaction  in  the  profpect,  that 
they  will  be  prevented  for  the  future 
by  the  new  and  judicious  arrange- 
ment of  your  corn  laws,  and  the 
improved  extenfion  of  your  agri- 
culture. 

I  fee  with  pleafure  the  exertion* 
of  an  humane  and  liberal  principle, 
which  has  prompted  you  to  give 
encouragement  to  the  national  iiw 

duftry 
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duftry,  by  favourable  regulations 
and  well-directed  bounties.  I  hare 
warmly  at  heart  the  advancement  of 
your  trade,  and  the  fuccefs  of  all 
your  manufactures  ;  and  I  (hall  not 
foil  either  to  confider  or  to  repre- 
lent  tbc^e  inftances,  whereof  the 
peculiar  circumftanccs  of  the  em- 
pire have  hitherto  prevented  a  full 
mveftigation,  and  which  (hall  be 
found  to  require  a  further  adjuft- 
mcnt. 

The  ufeful  regulations  propofed 
to  be  introduced  in  the  collection 
and  management  of  the  revenue; 
the  fecurity  of  private  property, 
and  extenuon  of  national  credit, 
by  depofiting  in  the  bank  of  Ire- 
land  the  money  of  fuitors  in  the 
courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer ; 
the  plans  for  improving  the  metro- 
polis, calculated  not  more  for  or- 
nament and  fplendor,  than  for  health 
and  convenience ;  your  unanimous 
determination  to  defend  the  freedom 
of  the  con (Vnution  againft  the  attacks 
of  licentioufnefs  ;  and  your  atten- 
tion to  the  fupport  of  charitable  in- 
ftitutions,  are  all  unequivocal  tefti- 
monies  of  your  wiQom,  humanity, 
and  juftice. 

I  have  not  failed  to  convey  to  our 
fovereign  the  fatisfartion  you  have 
fo  decidedly  exprcfTed  in  the  bleff- 
ings  of  that  happy  conftitution 
which  you  enjoy  under  his  majefty's 
aufpicious  government.  Senfible  as 
you  are  of  thefe  eminent  advan- 
tages, it  can  hardly  be  neccflary  for 
me  to  defire  that  you  ftioutd  be  at- 
tentive to  imprefs  them  on  the  minds 
of  others,  over  whom  your  fupe- 
riority  of  rank  and  information  mud 
and  ought  to  give  you  a  ju ft  and  be- 
nevolent influence. 

I  have  a  fure  confidence,  that, 
during  your  reCdence  in  your  re- 
fpective  counties,  you  will  feek  to 
direct  and  encourage  the  induftry  of 
your  neighbourhood  m  the  yurluits 


beft  adapted  to  their  filiations,  and 
by  which  the  community  at  large 
may  be  moft  effectually  benefited. 
You  will  point  out  to  them  the  real 
refources  of  a  free  and  fertile  coun- 
try, under  the  Meltings  of  peace 
and  the  mild  protection  of  the  laws ; 
and  you  will  not  fufler  mifappre- 
henfions  to  perplex,  or  falfe  infor- 
mations to  miiVuide  them. 

It  is  my  happinefs  and  pride  to 
reflect,  that  our  united  attention  has 
been  and  is  directed  to  the  fame  ob- 
jects of  maintaining  nnd  advancing 
the  rights,  the  dignity,  and  the 
profperity  of  Ireland,  and  the  ge- 
neral interefts  of  the  empire. 


From  the  London  Gazette. 

Whitehall^  May  ic.  The  fol- 
lowing intelligence  from  the  Em\ 
Indies,  received  by  his  majefty'a 
(hip  Crocodile,  has  been  tranfmitted 
to  the  right  hon.  lord  Sydney,  his 
majefty's  principal  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  the  home  department. 

Bombay  Caftlf^  Dec,  30,  1783. 
His  majefty's   fliip  Crocodile  ar- 
rived the  26th  inflant  from  Bengal 
and  Madras.  She  left  Bengal  about 
the  middle  of  November,  but  has 
brought  no  advice  from  the  govern- 
or-general and  council.    A  letter 
received  by  her  from  the  fctect  com- 
mittee at  Madras,  dated  the  4th  in- 
flant, gives  an  account  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  Meffrs.  Sadlier  and  Staun- 
ton, and  of  fome   fteps  actually 
taken  in  the  mutual  evacuation  01 
the  conquefts.     The  general  of 
Ti|>poo  Saib's  army  in  the  Carnaric 
was  in  full  march  to  the  Changamah 
Pafs,  accompanied  by  thefe  gen- 
tlemen: and  thejr  arrival  is  men- 
tioned by  Tippoo  Saib,  in  his  let- 
ters to  general  Macleod,  as  an  event 
that  will  bring  with  it  a  certainty  of 
peace. 

Some 
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Some  boats  with  fepoys  having 
been  wrecked  near  Cannanore,  in 
the  late  bad  weather  upon  the  Ma- 
labar co-u,  and  about  200  of  them 
feixed  and  detained  by  the  Biddy, 
notwithstanding  repeated  applica- 
tions made  tor  their  releafe,  both 
by  general  Maclcod  and  the  rehdent 
of  Tillicherry ;  and  the  Cannanorc 
government  being  on  all  occafions 
inimical  to  the  company,  the  ge- 
neral, immediately  after  the  relief 
of  Mangalore,  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  take  fatisfaclion  for  thefe  in- 
juries.   In  a  letter  received  within 
thefe  few  days,  we  arc  advifed  of 
the  place  being  taken,  and  promifed 
further  particulars  in  a  fliort  time  ; 
but  in  this  letter  the  general  men- 
tions that  the  nabob  Tippoo  Saib 
had  defired  him  to  defift,  and  claim- 
ed the  Biddy  as  his  ally;  the  ge- 
neral, however,  affurcs  us  that  no 
bad  conferences  will  enfue. 

"the  feparate  treaty  with  Mhtdajre 
Scindia  is  arrived.  The  prefidtnt 
and  felec~t  committee  have  juft  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Pefhwa,  in 
anfwer  to  their's,  wherein  he  ex- 
prefles  his  full  acquiefceuce  in  the 
treaty,  and  his  readinefs  to  join 
with  the  Englifh  in  offenlivc  mea- 
fures  again  11  Tippoo  Saib,  (hould  he 
fail  in  performing  the  conditions 
required  from  him. 

Bombay  CaftU,  Jan,  to,  1 784. 
Late  lan  night  difpatches  arrived 
from  brigadier-general  Macleod, 
dated  on  board  the  Ranger  fnow, 
off  Mangalore,  the  28th  and  29th 
ult. 

In  the  firft  the  general  gives  a 
particular  detail  of  the  capture  of 
Cannanorc,  and  in  the  fecond  ad- 
vifes,  in  general  terms,  that  the 
negotiations  for  peace  were  going 
on,  and  that  Tippoo  Saib  had  not 
rcfufed  permiffion  to  revitfual  Man* 
galore,  which  fcrvice  the  general 
Was  then  performing,  the  boats 
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being  in  the  river,  and  the  veflels 
under  way  with  the  provifions  for 
Onore. 


His  Majefty's  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament ',  May  17, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  have  the  greateft  frtisfaftion  ia 
meeting  you  in  parliament  at  this 
time,  after  recurring,  in  fo  impor- 
tant a  moment,  to  the  fen  ft  of  my 
people.  I  have  a  juft  and  confident 
reliance,  that  you  are  animated  with 
the  fame  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and 
the  fame  attachment  to  our  excellent 
conititution,  which  I  have  had  the 
happinefs  to  fee  fo  fully  manifested 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  The 
happy  effects  of  fuch  a  <iifpofition 
will,  1  doubt  not,  appear  in  the 
temper  and  wifdom  of  your  deline- 
ations and  in  the  difpatch  of  the 
important  objects  of  public  bufinefa 
which  demand  your  attention.  It 
will  afford  me  peculiar  plcafure  to 
find  that  the  exercife  of  the  power 
cntiuilcd  to  mc  by  the  conftitution, 
has  been  productive  of  confequences 
fo  beneficial  to  my  fubjects,  wbofe 
interell  and  welfare  are  always  near- 
ell  my  heart. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfc  of 

Commons*, 

I  have  ordered  the  efti mates  for 
the  current  year  to  be  laid  before 
you  ;  and  I  truft  to  your  zeal  and 
affection  to  make  fuch  provifions  for 
their  farther  fupply,  aad  for  the  ap- 
plication of  the  fums  granted  in  the 
laft  parliament,  as  may  appear  to  be 
ncccflhry. 

1  (incerely  lament  every  addition 
to  the  burthens  •(  my  people  ;  but 
they  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  feel  the 
neceffity,  after  a  long  and  expenfive 
war,  of  effectually  providing  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  national 
faith  and  our  public  credit,  fo  ef- 
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fential  to  the  power  and  profperity 

of  the  ftate. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The  alarming  progrefs  of  frauds 
in  the  revenue,  accompanied  in  fe 
many  inftances  with  violence,  will 
not  fail,  on  every  account,  to  excite 
your  attention.  I  mud,  at  the  fame 
time,  recommend  to  your  moft  feri- 
ous  confederation,  to  frame  fuch 
commercial  regulations  as  may  ap- 
pear immediately  neceflary  in  the 
prefent  moment.  The  affairs  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  form  an 
object  of  deliberation  deeply  con- 
nected with  the  general  interefts  of 
the  country.  While  you  feel  a  juft 
anxiety  to  provide  for  the  good  go- 
rernment  of  our  pofTefiions  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  you  will,  I  trull, 
never  lofe  fight  of  the  effect  which 
any  meafure  to  be  adopted  for  that 
purpofe  may  have  on  our  own  con* 
ilitution,  and  our  deareft  interefts  at 
home.  You  will  find  me  always 
defirous  to  concur  with  you  in  fuch 
mcafures  as  may  be  of  lafting  bene- 
fit to  my  people :  I  have  no  wifh  but 
to  conftilt  their  profperity  by  a  con- 
ifent  attention  to  every  object  of  na- 
tional concern,  by  an  uniform  adher- 
ence  to  the  true  principles  of  our 
free  conftitution,  and  by  fupporting 
and  maintaining,  in  their  juft  ba- 
lance, the  rights  and  privileges  of 
every  branch  of  the  ^cgiflature. 


His  Majefty's  Srecch  t*  bath  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  Auguft  20. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  cannot  clofe  this  feflion  of  par- 
liament without  returning  you  my 
warmeft  thanks  for  the  eminent 
proots  you  have  given  of  your  zea- 
lous and  diligent  attention  to  the 
public  fcrvioe* 

The  Ix^ppicft  effects  may  be  ex- 
peeled  from  the  novations  which 


you  have  made  for  the  better  go* 
vernmeat  of  India,  and  ffem  the  in* 
ftitution  of  a  tribunal  ib  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  trial  of  offences  com- 
mitted in  that  diftant  country. 

I  observe,  with  great  fatisfaaion, 
the  laws  which  you  have  parted  for 
the  prefervation  and  improvement  of 
the  revenue.  No  exertions  {hall  be" 
wanting  on  my  part  to  give  them  vi- 
gour and  effect. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  , 
Commons, 

The  zeal  and  liberality  with 
which  you  have  provided  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  fervice,  and 
the  afliftance  which  you  have  given 
me  to  prevent  a  growing  arrear  in 
the  expences  of  my  civil  lift,  de- 
mand my  particular  thanks. 

I  feel  in  common  with  you  for  the 
unavoidable  burthens  of  my  peo- 
ple. 

The  importance  of  effectually 
fupporting  our  national  credit,  after 
a  long  and  exhaufting  war,  can 
alone  reconcile  me  to  fo  painful  a 
neceffity.  I  truft  the  fame  confide- 
ration  win  enable  my  faithful  fub- 
jccls  to  meet  it,  as  they  have  uni- 
formly done,  witU  fortitude  and  pa- 
tience. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Definitive  Treaty  which  has 
been  figned  with  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces,  and  the 
peace  concluded  in  India,  as  well  as 
the  aflurancee  which  I  receive  from 
foreign  powers,  promife  the  count 
nuance  of  general  tranquillity. 

.1  truft,  therefore,  that  after  fo 
laborious  a  feflion,  it  will  not  be 
found  nccefiary  to  call  you  again 
together  at  a  very  early  period. 

Mnny  important  objects  with  re- 
fpect  to  our  trade  and  commerce, 
Which  could  not  now  be  provided 
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for,  will  naturally  require  your  at- 
tention after  the  recefs ;  and  fuch 
regulations  will,  I  truft,  be  framed, 
after  a  full  inveftigation,  as  fliall  be 
found  beft  calculated  to  promutc  the 
wealth  *nd  profperity  of  all  parts  of 
the  empire. 


AlftraH  of  a  Bill  for  vefling  the 
Affairs  of  the  B  af-InJ  a  Com!  any 
in  the  HanJt  of  certain  Comm'f- 
Jtancr,  fir  the  Benefit  of  the  Pro- 
p-ieton  antl  the  Publie,  brought 
into  Pari  ament  by  the  right  hon. 
Charles  James  Fox. 

Whereas  great  diforders  have 
prevailed  and  do  < till  incrc  fe  in 
the  management  of  the  territorial 
poflclfions,  revenues,  and  commerce 
of  this  ingdom  in  t!ie  Eait  Indies, 
diminifhing  the  profperity  of  the  na- 
tives,and  impairing. and  threatening 
with  urrer  ruin,  the  valuable  inter- 
efts  of  this  nation  in  that  count rv: 

That  the  government  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  prefent  directors 
and  proprietors  be  fufpended: 

That  W  illiam  carl  Fitzwlliam, 
the  rigbt  hon.  Frederic  Montagu, 
George  lord  vi  count  Lewirti.im, 
the  hon.  George  Auguftus  North, 
fir  Gilbert  Eliiot,  bait,  fir  Henry 
Fletcher,  ban.  and  Robert  Gre 
i  gory,  cfq.  be  conlHtuted  directors, 
with  the  fevcral  powers  of  the  for 
mer  court  of  directors  and  general 
court  of  proprietors  : 

That  the  above  directors  imme- 
diately enter  into  pofTeffion  of  all 
lands,  tenements*  books,  records, 
veflels,  goods,  money,  and  fecu- 
rirics,  in  truft  for  the' company  : 

That  Thomas  Cheap,  George 
Cuming,  Richard  Hall,  John  Har- 
rifon,  jofeph  Sharp,  John  Michic, 
John  Smith,  George  Tatem,  aud 
James  Moffat,  efquires,  proprietors 
each  of  them  of  iojo  I,  company's 
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Hock  at  lead,  be  afliftant  directors, 
entirely  fubordinate  to  the  principal 
di  rectors  : 

That  any  vacancy  in  the  board 
of  directors  be  filled  by  his  majcttv> 
under  his  fign  manual,  within 
twenty  days  : 

That  any  vacancy  in  the  board 
of  adiftant  directors,  be  filled  by 
the  majority  of  proprietors,  qua* 
lifted  as  formcrK,  not  by  ballot, 
but  in  an  open  court  : 

That  au\  five  of  the  directors  be 
empowered  to  remove  ;iny  of  the 
alfntant  directors,  entering  in  their 
journals  their  reafons  for  the  re- 
moval : 

That  Williim  earl  Fitzwilliam, 
be  chairman  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  the  right  hon.  Frederic 
Montagu  be  depury-ch.iirroan,  with 
the  revcrfion  of  the  chair ;  future 
vacancies  in  thefe  offices  to  be  fup- 
plicd  by  the  election  of  the  direc- 
tors : 

That  the  chairman,  or  in  his  ab- 
fence  the  deputy-chairman,  have 
power  to  fummon  any  extraordinary 
meeting  of  the  board,  and  to  pro- 
pofe  the  buiinefs  to  be  firit  confi- 
dercd,  with  the  privilege  of  a  call- 
ing voice  ;  the  ma  jority  of  the  di- 
tectors  however  being  at  liberty 
to  adjourn  their  meetings  as  they 
(hall  think  prop:  r : 

That  the  directors  vote  openly, 
and  in  any  difference  of  opinion, 
except  as  to  the  electim  to  offices  of 
a  pcrfon  not  having  before  been 
in  the  company's  fervice,  enter  up- 
on their  jomnajs  their  reafons  for 
their  vote : 

That  no  prrfon  concerned  in  any 
mercantile  manner  with  the  com- 
pany. 

That  no  perfon  charged  with 
corrupt  practice,  peculation,  or  op- 
predion  in  India,  within  two  years 
ocfo  e  the  time  of  his  nomination, 
until  the  directors,  or  three  of 
<W)  them, 
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tjiem,  ihall  have  examined  into  and 
acquitted  him  of  the  charge, 

That  no  perfon  who  has  been, 
or  fhall  hereafter  be,  .in  the  com* 
pany's  Service  in  India,  until  two 
years  from  his  return  be  elapSed;— f 
J>c  capable  of  being  a  director,  or 
aflidant  director : 

That  the  directors,  once  in  every 
fix  months,  lay  before  the  general 
court  of  proprietors  an  exact  fiate 
pf  their  accounts ; 

That  the  directors,  within  twenty 
<3ays  after  the  commencement  of 
every  Seffion  of  parliament,  lay  ber 
fore  the  commiffioners  of  the  trea- 
fury,  to  be  fubmittcd  to  both  houi'es 
pf  parliament,  an  accurate  ftate  of 
their  accounts  and  eftablifliments  : 

That  the  directors  have  full 
power  to  remove,  or  Su  Spend,  every 
perfon  from  any  fiation,  civil  or 
pilitary,  in  the  company's  fervice  : 

That  every  charge  of  peculation, 
uSury,  receipt  of  prcfents,  oppref- 
iion  or  breach  of  orders,  tranlV 
mitted  to  the  directors,  be  examin- 
ed by  them  witlvn  twenty  days, 
and  it  they  (lull  not  think  proper 
%o  recal,  or  order  a  profecution  a- 
gainft  the  perfon  fo  charged,  each 
director  enter  in  their  journals  his 
rcafons  for  declining  thofc  lleps  : 

That  the  directors,  before  they 
confirm  theappointmenttlcmfclvcs, 
pr  Suffer  the  departure  from  Great 
Britain  for  'ndia  of  any  perfon  a- 
gainft  whom  any  fuch  charge  has 
freen  made,  make  a  full  examina- 
tion into  the  Subject  of  the  charge, 
and  enter  upon  their  journals  their 
rcafons  for  not  attending  to  it : 

That  in  cafe  of  any  difference 
between  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  Bengal,  or  between  any 
of  the  prcfidents  and  their  councils, 
or  between  the  government  of  one 
Settlement  and  the  government  of 
another,  the  directors  enter  into  an 
examination  of  the  difference  with- 
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in  twenty  days,  and  within  threo 
months  either  come  to  a  definitive 
decilion,  or  enter  upon  their  jour- 
nals  their  rcafons  for  not  coming 
to  fuch  decilion  : 

That  in  cafe  of  any  queftion  Sub- 
mitted  to  the  directors  by  any  of 
the  presidencies  in  India,  the  di- 
rectors return  an  auSwer  to  the 
queftion  within  three  months,  or 
enter  upon  their  journals  the  rea- 
fons  of  their  delay : 

That,  in  cafe  of  any  breach  of 
treaty,  injury  or  grievance,  com* 
mitted  againft  any  prince  in  India, 
complained  of,  or  otherwife  com* 
ing  to  the  knowledge  of  the  direc- 
tors, the  directors  enquire  into  fuch 
injury  as  Speedily  as  may  be,  begin 
their  examination  by  confidering 
the  treaties  or  the  orders  of  the 
former  directors  and  court  of  pro- 
prietors, and  do  complete  juilice  to 
fuch  prince  on  every  material  ar- 
ticle of  complaint,  and  not  upon 
the  whole  in  grofs  : 

That  three  of  the  directors  form 
a  board : 

That  the  correfpondence  of  the 
directors  be  figned  by  their  Secre- 
tary : 

That  the  directors  and  afliOant 
directors,  be  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  in  the  company's  fervice, 
or  any  place  of  profit  from  the 
crown  during  plcafure ; 

That  it  be  lawful  for  his  majefly 
to  remove  any  of  the  directors  or 
aflUant  directors,  upon  an  addrefs 
from  either  houfc  of  parliament. 

That  any  director  hereafter  to  be 
appointed  by  his  majefly,  be  not 
difqualified  from  fitting  in  the  houfe 
of  commons. 

That  the  afliftant  directors  ret 
ceive  from  the  company  a  clear 
yearly  Salary  of  500 1. 

That  this  act  continue  in  force 
for  four  years. 

Mr 
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JhflraH  of  a  Bill  for  the  letter  Go- 
vernment  of  the  Territorial  Pof 
fejjions  and  Dependencies  in  India, 
brought    into  Parliament    by  the 
right  I  jo  n,  Charles  'fames  Fox, 

Whereas  great  di  (orders  have 
prevailed  in  the  government  of  the 
Britifli  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  laws 
and  lawful  authoriry  of  this  king- 
dom, have  not  been  duly  obeyed 
by  the  fcrvants  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  : 

That  no  authoriry  is,  or  was  in- 
tended to  be  granted  by  an  act  of 
the  13th  Geo.  III.  [Lord  North's 
Eaft  India  Bill]  or  by  any  other  aft 
to  the  governor-general  and  council 
of  Bengal,  or  any  other  perfon, 
exempting  them  from  a  ftricr.  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  of  the  late  court 
of  directors,  or  the  future  orders 
of  the  commiifioncrs,  named  in- 
ftead  of  that  court,  in  an  zSt  of 
this  feffion  of  parliament : 

That  the  orders  of  the  late  court 
of  directors  be  confidcred  as  rules 
for  the  conduct  of  the  company's 
fervants,  until  notice  (hall  be  given 
by  the  commiflioncrs  of  any  altera- 
tion or  repeil : 

That  the  reftriclions  and  provi- 
fions  of  the  act  1  3  George  III.  were 
not  intended,  and  are  hereby  ex- 
prefly  declared  not  to  be  confined 
to  the  forts,  factories  and  other 
fubordinatc  places  in  the  fcttle- 
ment  of  Fort  William,  but  extend 
to  all  ordinances  irTued  by  the  go- 
vernor-general and  council  of  Fort 
William  : 

That  an  abflraet  of  fuch  ordi- 
nances be  rendered  and- affixed  in 
the  Perlian  and  Hindoilan  lan- 
guages, in  every  provincial  court 
in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar 
and  Orifla,  or  in  the  tcnitory  to 
which  they  relate  : 

Tout  r'lc  powers  vf  the  governor- 
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general  and  council,  or  of  any  pre- 
fident  and  council,  be  incapable  of 
being  delegated,  and  that  no  pro- 
ceedings in  the  execution  of  any 
fpceial  com  minion  be  finally  ap- 
proved, until  a  full  report,  accom- 
panied with  vouchers,  be  made  to 
the  governor-general  and  council, 
or  prefident  and  council  : 

That  all  communications  of  any 
native  prince  or  his  agent,  or  any 
Britifli  refident,  or  fubordinatc 
fettlcinent,  or  collector  of  revenue, 
ftiall  be  addrefled  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  or  prefidenj 
and  council,  and  all  fuch  commu- 
nications, however  addrefled,  be  laid 
before  the  council : 

That  the  govefnor-ecneral  or 
prefident  may  adjourn  the  confi- 
deration  of  any  queftion  in  the  ref- 
pective  councils  for  the  fpace  of 
fuch  queftions  not  to 
be  adjourned  oftcner  than 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council, 
fliall  not  exchange  any  territory,  or 
accept  any  acquisition  : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council  do  not  invade  the  territory 
of  any  independent  prince,  until  a 
majority  in  council,  in  minutes 
fubferibed  by  each  member  com- 
posing the  majority,  fliall  declare 
that  fuch  prince  is  about  to  attack 
the  territory  of  the  company  or 
their  dependencies  : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council, 
do  not  form  any  alliance  for  the 
purpofc  of  dividing  or  fliaring  any 
tcnitory  : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council, 
do  not  hire  out  any  part  of  the 
company's  troops  to  any  indepen- 
dent prince : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council  or  r*rcfiden<  and  council, 
(M  2)  do 
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do  not  appoint  to  any  office  any 
pcrfon  removed  from  any  office  for 
mifitemcanour : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council)  or  prelident  and  council, 
or  any  collector  of  revenue,  or 
member  of  any  fubordin.itc  fettle- 
ment,  do  not  let  out  to  hire  any 
farm,  or  other  th-ng,  to  any  fer- 
vant  of  any  pcrfon  in  the  civil  fer- 
vice  or  the  company  ;  the  promts 
of  all  contracts,  contrary  to  this 
claufe,  to  be  recoverable  from  the 
principal : 

That  all  monopolies  in  India  be 
void  : 

That  no  debt  or  balance  exceed- 
ing in  confequence 
of  any  advance  for  any  purchafe, 
be  recoverable  after  the  fpacc  of 

and  no  perfon  be 
imprifoned  for  fuch  debt : 

That,  whereas  by  the  act  j  3  Geo. 
III.  it  is  enacted,  That  every  ille- 
gal prefent  be  deemed  to  have  been 
received  for  the  ufe  of  the  com- 
pany, and  whereas  that  provifion 
has  been  attendee,  with  inconveni- 
ence ;  that  every  fuch  prefent,  if 
the  fame  be  not  corruptlv  given, 
to  obtain  any  pl.ice  or  other  object, 
to  which  the  perfon  giving  the 
fame  (hall  not  be  entitled,  be  re- 
turned, and  be  recoverable  by  ac- 
tion : 

That  in  cafe  the  perfon  giving 
fuch  prefent,  or  the  company  do 
not  fue  for  the  fame  within 
months,  the  fame  be  recoverable 
by  any  perfon  for  his  fole  ufe  and 
benefit : 

That  if  any  perfon  be  convicted 
in  any  of  the  courts  in  India  of  re- 
ceiving  any  prefent  contrary  to  the 
act  13  Geo.  ill.  fuch  perfon  (hall 
thereupon 

That  all  lands  and  tenements, 
not  in  the  actual  occupation  of  the 
company,  or  by  them  farrned  out, 


be  deemed  to  be  the  eftate  and  in- 
heritance of  the  native  landholders 
and  families,  unlt-fs  dj  pofletled  by 
judgment  of  fome  competent  court 
for  ome  crime  or  mifaemeanour,  or 
non-payment  of  their  rent : 

i  hat  the  rent  paiJ  by  the  land- 
holders immediately  before  the  year 
lhall  not  be  altered  or  increafed : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
counc  1  01  ay  rellore  any  landholder 
difpoflefled  of  his  territory  ;  fub- 
ject  neveithelefs  to  fuch  leafes  as 
ihall  have  been  made  before  the 

and  if  the  land- 
holder lhall  have  quitted  his  terri- 
tory upon  condition  of  receiving 
any  pennon,  and  mail  prefer  fuch 
penfion,  that  the  fame  upon  no  ac- 
count be  difcontinucd : 

That  no  princes  engaged  to  keep 
up  a  body  of  troops  for  the  fervice 
of  the  company,  or  to  pay  any 
body  of  Englifli  troops,  or  to  pay 
any  tribute  for  the  protection  of  the 
company,  be  moleiled  in  the  en- 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  : 

That  all  perfons  be  amenable  to 
the  commiUiom  is,  and  to  all  courts 
of  juliice  of  competent  jurildiction 
to  try  offences  committed  in  India, 
for  oflences  committed  in  the  terri- 
tories of  any  protected  prince  : 
.  That  no  fcrvant  of  the  company 
or  of  his  ma  jelly,  take  upon  him- 
felf  to  collect  or  farm  rhc  revenues 
of  any  protected  prince  : 

That,  if  any  fcrvant  of  the  com- 
pany (hall  invade  the  territories  of  . 
any  independent  prince,  without 
written  orders  from  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  fuch  pcrfon 
upon  conviction  thereof  be 

That  no  protected  prince  have 
any  other  prince  dependent  upon 
him,  any  farther  than  fuch  prince 
(hall  h  ive  flood  bound  to  him  be«  ^ 
fore  the  year  ;  the  troops 

of  thefe  laft  not  to  be  required 

without 


Digitized  by  Google 


PUBLIC 

without  the  orders  of  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  or  prefident 
and  council : 

That  the  fucceflion  of  the  pro- 
tected princes  fhall  not  be  altered 
or  difpoled  of  by  will  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  cuuniry  and  the 
faith  of  treaties  : 

That  the  protected  princes  do 
not  farm  any  lands  of  the  com- 
pany : 

That  no  protected  prince  be  per- 
mitted to  rctidc  for  more  than 

years  iu  any  of  the  company's 
fettlcments,  imlefs  being  expelled 
from  his  dominions  : 

That  no  fervant  of  the  company 
have  any  pecuniary  tranfactions 
with  any  protected  prince  ;  all  fuch 
tranfactions  to  be  and  any 

perfon  convicted  of  fuch  trau faction 
to  be 

That  no  protected  prince  remove, 
or  incrcal'e  the  rent  of  any  zemin- 
dar beyond  what  was  paid  in  (he 
year 

That  all  zemindars  fo  difpoffeflcd 
ihaU  be  rellorcd  : 

That  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  the 
raia  of  Tanjour,  or  any  other  protect- 
ed prince,  do  not 'mortgage  any  land 
to  any  Britim  fubject ;  fuch  mort- 
gages to  be  and  their 
produce  recoverable  by  action  : 

That  no  money  be  received  upon 
account  of  any  debts  from  any  pro- 
tected prince,  except  fuch  as  were 
confolidatcd  in  the  year 
wirhout  being  firlt  examined,  and 
appearing  to  the  commiilioners  to 
have  been  contracted  in  fome  open 
and  avowed  courfe  of  trade,  and 
not  as  the  reward  of  any  fervicc, 
or  for  any  <  thcr  matter  prohibited 
by  law,  or  by  the  future  orders  of 
the  commiifioners  ;  the  evidence  in 
fupport  of  the  debt  to  be  entered 
in  the  journals  of  the  commif- 
15  oners  : 

That  the  difputes  between  the 
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nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  rajs  of 
Tanjour,  be  examined  and  adjur- 
ed by  the  cominidiuners  as  foon  as 
may  be,  according  to  the  principles 
ot  the  treaty  1762,  the  orders  of 
the  directors  to  George  lord  Pigo-, 
and  the  arrangements  of  George 
lord  Pigot : 

That  the  commilfioners  tranfmit 
to  the  governor-general  and  coun- 
cil, or  to  the  pretident  and  council 
of  Fort  St.  George,  or  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  they  fliall  ipccially  sppoinf, 
full  orders  for  terminating  the  faid 
t'it'pL  tcs  ;  for  examining  the  pre- 
fent  ilate  of  the  affairs,  revenues 
and  debts  of  the  faid  princes,  and 
the  claims  of  British  fubjects  upon 
them  ;  for  making  an  immediate 
repo:t  to  the  commitlioners  ;  for 
adopting  or  fuggelting  fuch  means 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  bona  fide 
debts,  as  fliall  be  confident  with 
juftice  to  the  creditors  and  the  fer- 
vicc of  the  company,  and  IhaU  oc- 
casion the  lcalr  inconvenience  to 
thefe  princes ;  and  for  making  an 
immediate  report  of  their  proceed- 
ing to  the  commiflioners  : 

That  ail  polygars  difpoflcfled 
fincc  the  year  be  reftored 

at  the  fame  rent  as  they  were  liable 
to  pay  immediately  before 

That,  whereas  difputes  have  ari- 
fen  refpecting  the  cxtrnt  of  the 
controling  power  given  by  the  act 
13  Geo.  111.  to  the  governor-ge- 
neral and  council  over  the  prcii- 
deucies  of  Madras,  Bombay  and 
Bencoolcn,  in  matters  of  war, 
peace  ;ind  treaties,  the  faid  power 
do  extend  to  all  matters,  dire&ly 
or  indiivctly  tending  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hoailities  ;  the  gover- 
nor-general and  council  to  enter  up- 
on their  mint  r?s  their  rcafons  tor 
treating  any  proceeding  as  contrary 
to  this  declaration  ;  ;md  the  prefi- 
dencics,  in  cafe  of  any  doubt,  to 
fubmit  to  the  ads  of  the  governor- 
(M  })  general 
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general  and  council,  and  to  lay  the 
cafe  before  the  commuTioners  : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Bombay,  in  cafe  of  war  or 
the  danger  of  war,  in  the  north-weft 
and  weilern  coafts  of  India  or  in  the 
territories  of  the  Marat tas,  to  con- 
clude any  treaty  truce  or  alliance 
with  any  native  prince  ;  the  prefi- 
dencv  to  infert  in  fuch  treaty  a 
provifion,  that  the  fame  (hall  be 
null  and  void,  unlefs  ratified  within 
a  limited  time  bv  the  governor-ge- 
neral  and  council ;  to  enter  upon 
their  minutes  the  reafons  of  their 
conduct  with  vouchers,  to  tranfmit 
to  the  governor-general  and  coun- 
cil,   and  to  the  commiftioners ; 
and  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  go- 
vernor-general until  they  (hall  be 
altered  by  the  commimoncrs : 

That  the  prelidcncy  of  Madras 
have  the  like  power,  in  cafe  of 
war  or  the  danger  of  war,  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel  or  from 

to  on  the  coaft  of 

Malabar : 

That  no  fcrvant  of  the  company, 
or  agent  of  any  protected  prince, 
be  capable  of  littiug  in  the  houfe 
of  commons;  fuch  perfons  actu- 
ally members  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons to  fit  during  the  remainder 
of  the  prcfent  parliament : 

That  no  perfon  having  been  in 
the  fervice  of  the  company,  fliall 
be  capable  of  fitting  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  within  after 
his  return,  or  whilft  any  public 
nrofecution  is  depending  againft 
him  for  any  offences  all  edged  to 
have  been  committed  while  he  was 
in  that  fervice  ;  fuch  profecutions 
to  be  commenced  within 
after  his  return,  and  to  be  deter- 
mined within'  ,  unlefs 
the  delay  be  at  the  requeft,  or 
through  the  default  of  the  party 
profecuted : 


That  all  offences  againft  this  act 
may  be  profecuted  in  the  fupreme 
court  at  Calcutta,  in  the  mayor's 
courts,  in  the  court  of  king's-brnch, 
or  in  any  other  court,  fpecially  to 
be  inftitutcd  for  this  purpofc  ;  the 
powers  given  to  the  court  of  king's- 
bench  by  the  act  13  George  II I. 
to  extend  to  offences  againft  this 
act ;  and  in  all  cafes  where  the  pu- 
nifhinent  is  not  herein  appointed, 
the  court  is  to  impofe,  at  their  dif- 
crction,  any  fine  not  exceeding 
or  imprifonment  not 
exceeding  or  the  in- 

capacity of  ferving  the  company. 


AlftraB  of  a  Bill  for  tbt  better  Go- 
vernment and  Management  ef  tbt 
Affairs  of  tbt  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, brought  into  Parliament  by 
the  right  hon.  WiUiam  Pitt,  in  tbt 
fourth  SfJJion  of  the  fifteenth  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  and  re- 
jeded  by  the  Houfe  of  Common', 

For  the  better  government  and 
fecurity  of  the  territorial  pofTef- 
fions  of  this  kingdom  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  his  majefty 
to  appoint  perfons,  being  privy- 
counfellors,  of  whom  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  for  the  home  department, 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer Jhall  be  two,  to  be  commif- 
lioners  for  the  affair*  of  India : 

That  of  the  commilfion- 

ers  form  a  board  : 

That  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  «r  in 
his  abfence  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  or  in  the  abfence  of 
both,  the  fenior  privy  counfcllor, 
prefide  at  the  board  : 

That  the  prefident  have  a  caftinj 
vote : 

That  the  commiflion  of  fuper- 
intendance  and  control  be  during 
pleafure : 
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*That  the  commiflioners  be  not 
disqualified  from  fitting  in  the  houfe 
of  commons: 

That  the  board  be  authorised  to 
check,  Superintend  and  control  the 
civil  and  military  government  and 
revenue  of  the  company  : 

That  a  fecretary  to  the  board  be 
appointed  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
Subject  to  the  difmiflion  of  the 
board  ;  the  fecretary  to  minute  the 
proceedings  of  the  board,  and  to 
be  paid  fuch  falary  as  his  majefty 
(hall  direct : 

That  the  commiflioners  in  enter- 
ing upon  their  office  take  and  fub- 
fcribe  the  following  oath  : 

"  I  A.  B.  do  faithfully  promife 
and  fwear,  that  as  a  commiflioner 
or  member  of  the  board  for  the  af- 
fairs of  India,  I  will  give  my  beft 
advice  and  afliftance  For  the  good 
government  of  the  Britilh  poflcf- 
lions  in  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  and  will 
execute  the  feveral  powers  and  trufts 
repofed  in  me,  according  to  the 
beft  of  my  fkill  and  judgment,  with- 
out favour  or  affection,  prejudice 
or  malice  to  any  perfon  what- 
soever." 

That  the  commiflioners  have  ac- 
ceSs  to  all  papers  and  muniments  of 
the  company,  and  that  the  court  of 
directors  deliver  to  the  board  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  all  courts  of 
directors  and  courts  of  proprie- 
tors within  days;  and  co- 
pies of  all  difpatches  received  by 
them  immediately,  and  copies  of 
all  orders  propofed  to  be  lent  to 
India  days  before  the 
time  propofed  for  fending  them  ; 
the  directors  to  pay  due  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  board  touching 
civil  and  military  government  and 
revenues  i 

That  within  days  after 

the  receipt  of  the  coptrs  lull  men- 
tioned, the  board  return  the  fame 
with  their  approbation,  Subscribed 
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by  commiflioners,  or  their 

reafons  at  large  for  disapproving 
them,  together  with  inttructioas 
upon  the  Subject ;  the  orders  fo  ap- 
proved and  amended  to  be  fent 
without  delay  : 

That,  in  cafe  the  board  fend  any 
orders,  which  in  the  opinion  of 
the  directors  relate  to  points  not 
connected  with  civil  and  military 
government  and  revenues,  the  di- 
rectors to  complain  to  his  majefty 
in  council ;  the  deciGon  of  his  ma- 
jefty  in  council  to  be  final :  ' 

That,  as  the  office  of  the  coun- 
cilors of  the  prefidency  of  Fort- 
Wiliiam  become  vacant,  the  prefi- 
dency contift  of  a  governor-general 
and  couniellors  only  ;  the 

commander  in  chief  to  have  voice 
and  precedence  next  after  the  go- 
vernor-general : 

That  the  preiidencies  of  Fort  St* 
George  and  Bombay  con  Sift  of  a  pre- 
sident and  counfcllors  only  ; 
the  commander  in  chief  to  have 
voice  and  precedence  next  after  the 
prcfident : 

That  after  the  appoint- 

ment of  the  eommander  in  chief  at 
Fort  William,  Madras  and  Bom- 
bay veil  in  his  majeity  : 

That  it  be  lawful  tor  his  majefty 
to  bellow  the  reverfion  of  thofe  of- 
fice's : 

That  the  perfons,  upon  whom 
fuch  reverfion  fliall  be  beftowed, 
have  military  command,  next  after 
the  commander  in  chief,  at  his  ma- 
j city's  pleafure  : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  his  majefty 
to  recal  or  vacate  th*  appointment 
of  the  governor-general,  or  prefi- 
dent,  or  any  member  of  their  re- 
spective councils  : 

That  the  appointment  to  any  of- 
fice by  the  court  of  directors,  be 
Subject  to  the  approbation  of  hia 
majctly  ;  and,  in  cafe  it  fhall  not 
be  approved  by  his  majefty*  *he> 
(M  4) 
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directors  proceed  within 
days  to.  a  fecond  appointment,  fub- 
ject  to  the  approbation  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  fo,  tot  its  quoties : 

That,  in  cafe  the  directors  with- 
in days  after  the  notifica- 
tion of  the  vacancy,  or  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  difapprobation,  do  not  pro- 
ceed to  fupply  the  fame,  it  be  law- 
fill  for  his  majetty  to  appoint  a  fuc- 
€cflbr : 

That  any  perfon  refigning  the 
office  of  governor-general,  preli- 
dent,  commander  in  chief,  or  coun- 
fellr,  make  his  refignation  by  an 
inllrument  in  writing  under  his 
hand  and  feal : 

That  it  be  not  lawful  for  the 
court  of  proprietors  to  refcind,  or 
al'er  any  proceedings  of  the  court 
of  dire£tms  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  aft  21  Geo, 
III.  or  of  any  other  act  of  parlia- 
ment, 'or  charier,  as  is  repugnant 
to  this  aft,  be  difcontinued  : 

That  this  ait  take  place  in  Great 
Britain  after  and  in  India 

after  and  continue  in  force 

for  years : 

That  this  act  be  deemed  a  public 


Some  Account  of  tlx  Proceedings  on  the 
Y rial  of  the  Indictment ,  the  King, 
on  the  Profecution  of  William  Jones, 
Gentleman,  againfl  the  Reverend 
WiUiam  Davict  Shipley,  Dean  of 
St.Afapb,  for  a  Libel,  at  the 
AJfizes  at  Sbrtivjbury,  Au«ujl  6, 
1784,  before  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Jafiiee  Buller. 

At  the  great  feflioo,  held  at 
Wrexham,  tor  the  codnty  of  Den- 
bigh, in  April,  1783,  a  bill  of  in- 
di&ment  was  found  agaioft  the  dean 
of  St.  Afaph,  to  which  the  defend- 
ant pleaded  not  guilty. 

At  the  great  felfion,  held  at 
Wrexham,  for  the  county  of  Dcn- 
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high,  in  September,  1783,  the  trial 
was  put  oft  on  the  application  of  the 
proiccutor,  on  account  of  the  di- 
liribmion  of  a  printed  paper  among 
the  jury. 

At  the  great  feflion,  held  at 
Wrexham,  tor  the  county  of  Den- 
bigh, in  April,  1784,  the  profe- 
curor  having  obtained  a  certiorari, 
which  was  allowed  by  the  court, 
removed  flic  iudiclment  into  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  when  the 
court  directed  it  to  be  tried  at  the 
next  aroze  at  Shrewtbury. 

On  Friday,  the  6th  of  Augult, 
1784,  the  trial  came  on,  at  the  atEze 
at  Shrewlbury.  before  the  hon. 
Mr.  Juuice  Buller. 

The  indictment  was  laid  for  the 
publilhing  a  libel,  entitled,  Tfo 
Principles  of  Government,  in  a  Dia~ 
lo?ue  between  a  Gentleman  and  a 
Farmer.  This  dialogue  was  written 
by  William  Jones,  cfq.  now  fir 
William  Jones,  knight,  and  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  lupreme  court  of 
judicature  at  Fort  William  in  Ben- 
gal. 

The  Jury. 

John  Nicholls,  of  Chclmarih,  cfa. 
William  Pembcrtou,  of  Walford, 
cfq. 

Charles  Walcott,  of  Bittcrley,  cfq. 
Francis  Lloyd,  of  Bcrghill,  cfq. 
Thomas  Ottlcy,  of  Pitchford,  efq. 
Jofliua  Blakcway,  of  Lythwooa, 
efq. 

Richard  Jones,  of  Rifton,  efq. 
John  Hill,  of  Prces,  efq. 
Edward  Williams,  of  Norton, efq. 
Thomas  Kinncrfley,  of  Leigh- 
ton,  efq. 
Thomas  Eytou,  of  Wellington, 

cfq. 

John  Smitheman,  of  Buildwas, 
cfq. 

Connfcl  for  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Bearcroft, 
Mr.  Cowper, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Leyeeftcr, 
Mr.  Bower, 
Mr.  Mauley, 
Mr.  Richards. 

Solicitor, 
Mr.  William  Jones,  of  Ruthin. 

Counfel  for  the  Defendant* 
The  hon.  Thomas  Erlkine, 
Mr.  Corbett, 

The  hon.  Thomas  Brodrick, 
Mr.  Abbot. 

Solicitor, 
Mr.  Lewis  Hughes,  of  St.  Afaph. 

Extraa  of  Mr.  E  R  •  K I N  R Spctcb. 

««  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,#* 

44  The  only  difficulty  which  I 
feci  in  refifting  fo  falfe  and  malevo- 
lent an  accufation,  is  to  be  able  to 
reprefs  the  feelings  of  my  mind,  ex- 
cited by    its  folly  and  injuftice, 
within  thofc  bounds,  which  leave  its 
faculties  their  natural  and  uncloud- 
ed operations  ;  for  I  lblemnly  declare 
to  you,  that  if  my  client  had  been 
indicted  as  a  libeller  of  our  holy 
religion,  only  fir  publifliing  that 
the  world  was  made  by  its  aimighry 
Author,  my  altonilhmcnt  could  not 
have  been  greater  than  it  is  at  this 
moment,  to  fee  this  little  book, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  prefent- 
ed  by  a  grand  jury  of  Engliih  fub- 
.  jecb,  as  a  libel  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  England.    Every  fentence 
contained  in  it,  if  the  interpreta- 
tion of  words  is  to  be  fettled,  not 
according  to  fancy,  but  by  the  com- 
mon rules  of  language,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  brighten*  pages  of  En- 
glilh literature,  and  in  the  mod  fa- 
erul  volu  mes  of  Englifti  laws  :  if 
anyone  fentence,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  it,  be  feditious  or 
libellous,  the  Bill  of  Rights  (to  ufc 
the  language  of  the  advertifement 
prefixed  ro  it)  was  a  fedirious  libel ; 
the  Revolution  was  a  wicked  rebel- 
lion ;  the  exiling  government  is  a 


traiterous  confpiracy  againft  the  he* 
reditary  monarchy  of  England ; 
and  our  gracious  fovcreign,  whole 
title  I  am  perfuaded  we  are  all  of  us 
prepared  to  defend  with  our  blood, 
is  an  ufurper  of  the  crowns  ot  thefc 
kingdoms.*** 

44  Gentlemen,  my  reverend  friend 
(lands  before  you  under  circum- 
ltances  new  and  extraordinary,  and 
1  might  add  harlh  and  cruel !  for  he 
is  not  tried  in  the  forum  where  he 
lives,  according  to  the  wife  and  juft 
provifions  of  our  ancient  laws ;  he 
is  not  tried  by  the  vicinage,  who* 
from  their  knowledge  of  general 
character  and  conduct,  were  held 
by  our  wife  and  humane  anceftors 
to  be  the  tutcrt,  or  rather  the  only 
judges  of  that  mulut  animus  which 
is  the  cflence  of  every  crime  ;  he  is 
deprived  of  that  privilege  by  the 
arts  of  the  profecutor,  and  is  called 
before  you,  who  live  in  another 
part  of  the  country,  and  who,  ex-  * 
ccpt  by  vague  reputation,  are  utter 
ltra^gcrs  to  him. 

44  But  the  profecution  itfclf, 
abandoned  bv  the  public,  and  left 
in  the  h  inds  of  an  obfeure  indivi- 
dual, is  not  lefs  extraordinary  and 
uniuft,  unlcfs  as  it  U  a  circumftance 
which  palpably  refutes  the  truth  of 
the  acculacion ;  for  if  this  little 
Hbok  be  a  libel  at  all,  it  is  a  libel 
upon  the  ftate  and  conftitution  of 
the  nation,  and  not  upon  any  per  Ion 
undcf  the  protection  of  its  laws  :  it 
attacks  the  character  of  no  man  in 
this  or  any  other  country  ;  and 
therefore  no  man  is  individually  or 
perfonally  injured  or  offended  by  ir« 
If  it  contaiu  matter  dangerous  or 
offeniive,  the  ftate  alone  can  be  en- 
dangered 6r  offended. 

44  And  are  we  then  reduced  to  that 
miferable  condition  in  this  country, 
that,  if  difcontent  and  fedition  be 
publicly  exciting  amonglfr  the  peo- 
ple, the  charge  of  fupprefliug  it  de- 
volves upon  Mr.  Jones  ?  My  learned 

fr'.end, 
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friend,  [Mr.  Bearcroft]  if  he  would  the  tr^afury  ;  by  the  king  himfclf, 
have  you  believe  that  this  Dialogue  of  whom  he  had  in  audience  ;  and 
is  fcditious  and  dangerous,  mull  be  by  thole  appointed  by  his  wifdom 
driven  to  acknowlcge,  that  govern-  to  conduct  all  profccutions  by  the 
went  has  grofsly  neglected  its  trull ;  public  ;  yet  you  are  dill  called  upon 
for  if,  as  he  fays,  it  has  an  evident  to  believe  that  it  is  a  libel  danger- 
tendency  in  critical  times  to  ilir  up  ous  and  deflrucYive;  and  that  while 
alarming  commotions,  and  to  pro-  the  (late,  neglected  by  thofe  who 
cure  a  reform  in  the  rcprefentation  arc  charged  with  its  prefervation,  is 
of  the  people  bv  violence  and  force  tottering  to  its  centre,  the  falling 
of  arms ;  and  if*,  as  he  likewife  fays,  contHturion  of  this  ancient  nation 
a  public  profecution  is  a  proceeding  is  happily  fupported  by  Mr.  Jones, 
calculated  to  prevent  theie  probable  who,  like  another  Atlas,  bears  it 
confequences,  vvhat excufc  is  he  pre-  upon  his  moulders.*** 
pared  to  make  for  that  government,  **  Gentlemen,  I  now  come  to  a 
which,  when,  according  to  the  evi-  point  very  material  for  your  con- 
dence  of  his  own  witnefs,  an  appli-  ^deration  ;  on  which  even  my  learn- 
cation  was  made  to  it  for  that  ex-  ed  friend  and  I,  who  are  brought 
prefs  purpofc,  pofitively  and  on  de-  here  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  dif- 
libcration  refufed  to  profecutc  ?  agreeing  in  every  thing,  can  avow 
What  will  he  fay  for  one  learned  no  difference  of  opinion  ;  on  which 
gentleman  *,  who  dead  is  lamented,  judges  of  old  and  of  modern  times, 
and  for  another  f,  who  living  is  ho-  and  lawyers  of  all  interefts  and  par- 
noured  by  the  whole  profeflion, ,  ties,  have  ever  agreed  j  namely, 
both  of  whom,  on  the  fiift  appear-  that  even  if  this  innocent  paper 
ance  of  this  Dialogue,  were  charg-  were  admitted  to  be  a  libel,  the  pub- 
ed  with  the  duty  of  profceuting  all  lication  would  not  be  criminal,  if 
offenders  again  it  the  ftate ;  yet  who  you,  the  jury,  faw  reafbn  to  be- 
not  only  read  it  day  after  day  in  lievc  that  it  was  not  publi&ed  by  the 
pamphlets  and  rfews-papers,  with-  dean  with  a  criminal  intention.  It 
out  flirring  againft  the  publishers,  is  true,  that  if  a  paper,  containing 
but  who,  on  receiving  it  from  the  feditious  and  libellous  matter,  be 
lords  of  the  treafury  by  official  re-  publiffied,  the  publifher  is  prima 
ference,  oppofed  a  profccution  at  Jade  guilty  of  fedition,  the  bad  in- 
the  national  expence  ?  What  wUl  tention  being  a  legal  inference  from 
he  fay  of  thefucceflbrs  of  tfiefe  gen-  the  act  of  publiftiing  ;  but  it  is 
tlemen,  who  hold  their  offices  at  equally  true,  that  he  may  rebut  that 
this  hour,  and  who  have  ratified  inference,  by  (hewing  that  he  pub- 
the  opinions  of  their  predeceflbrs  by  liflied  it  innocently, 
their  own  conduct?  And  what,  "  The  dean  of  St.  Afaph  was  one 
laftly,  will  he  fay  in  vindication  of  of  a  great  many  refpeclable  gen- 
majcily  itfelf,  to  my  knowlege  not  tlemen  who,  impreffed  with  the 
unacquainted  with  the  fubjecl,  yet  dangers  impending  over  the  fwblic 
from  whence  no  orders  iilucd  to  the  credit  of  the  nation,  exhausted  by 
inferior  fcrvants  of  the  ft  ate  ?  a  long  war,  and  oppreflcd  with 
"  So  that  after  Mr.  Fitzinauricc,  grievous  taxes,  formed  themfelvei 
rcprcfcnt'fng  this  Dialogue  as  big  into  a  committee,  according  to  the 
with  ruin  to  the  public,  has  been  example  of  otht  r  counties,  to  pe» 
laughed  aj  by  the  king's  miniftcrs  at  tition  the  legiflature to  obfenregftat 

•  Mr.  Wallace,  then  attorruy-jjincral. 

f  Mr.  Lee,  late  attorney,  thcu  folicitcr-gcncrai 
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oautioo  in  the  expendirure  of  the 
public  money.  This  Dialogue  being 
written  by  fir  William  Jones,  a  near 
relation  of  the  dean  by  marriage, 
was  either  fent,  or  found  its  way  to 
him  in  the  courfe  of  public  circu- 
lation. He  knew  the  character  of 
the  author ;  he  had  no  reafon  to 
fufpect  him  of  fedition  or  difaffec- 
tion  ;  and  faw  and  believed  it  to  be, 
what  I  at  this  hour  believe,  and 
have  reprefented  it  to  you,  a  plain, 
eafy  manner  of  fhewing  the  people 
the  great  intereft  they  had  in  peti- 
tioning parliament  for  every  thing 
beneficial  to  the  public.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly the  opinion  of  the  Flint- 
mi  re  committee,  and  not  particu- 
larly of  the  dean  as  an  individual, 
that  the  Dialogue  Ihould  be  tranflat- 
ed  into  Wclfli,  and  publimed.  It 
was  accordingly  delivered,  at  the 
defirc  of  the  committee,  to  a  Mr. 
Jones,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfla- 
tion.  This  gentleman,  who  will 
be  called  as  a  witnefs,  told  the  dean 
a  few  days  afterwards,  that  there 
were  perfons,  not  indeed  from  their 
real  fentiraents,  but  from  fpleen  and 
oppofition,  who  reprefented  it  as 
likely  to  do  mifchicf,  from  ignorance 
and  mifconception,  if  tranflated  and 
circulated  in  Wales. 

"  Now,  what  would  have  been 
the  language  of  the  defendant  upon 
this  information,  if  his  purpofe  had 
been  that  which  is  charged  upon 
him  by  the  indictment  >  He  would 
have  laid,  *  If  what  you  tell  me 
is  well-founded,  haften  the  publi- 
cation ;  my  object  is  fedition ;  my 
plan  is,  that  there  may  be  rebellion 
in  Wales ;  I  am  fare  I  lhall  never 
raife  one  here,  by  the  ditfemination 
of  fuch  a  pamphlet  in  Englilh ; 
therefore  let  it  be  inftantly  tranllat- 
ed,  if  the  ignorant  inhabitants  of 
the  mountains  are  likely  to  collect 
from  it  that  it  is  time  to  take  up 
armg.' 

5 


"  But  Mr.  Jones  will  tell  you, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  inftant  he 
fuggefted  that  luch  art  idea,  abfurd 
and  unfounded  as  he  felt  it,  had 
prefented  itfclf  from  any  motives  to 
the  mind  of  any  man,  the  dean,  im- 
prcftcd  as  he  was  with  its  innocence 
and  its  fafcty,  inftantly  acquiefced, 
and  recalled,  even  on  tm  own  au- 
thority, the  intended  publication  by 
the  committee;  and  it  never  was 
tranflated  into  the  Welfh  tongue  at 
all,  nor  circulated  a  mo  n  2  ft  that  mul- 
titude,  which  Mr.  Bear  croft  is  fb 
defirous  of  keeping  in  darknefs ;  at 
if  obedience  to  free  government,  like 
bigotry  to  prieftcraft,  was  to  be  up- 
held by  ignorance  and  delufion. 

"  And  here  the  dean's  connec- 
tion with  this  Dialogue  would  have 
ended,  if  Mr.  Fitsmaurice,  who 
never  loft  any  occalion  of  defaming 
and  mifreprcfenting  him,  had  not 
thought  fit,  near  three  months  after 
the  idea  of  tranflation  was  aban- 
doned, to  reprobate  and  condemn 
the  dean's  conduct,  at  the  public 
meetings  of  the  county,  in  the  fe- 
verelt  terms,  for  his  former  inten- 
tion of  circulating  the  Dialogue  in 
Welfli,  declaring  that  its  doctrines 
were  feditious,  treafonable,  and  re- 
pugnant to  the  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment. 

«*  It  was  upon  this  occalion  that 
the  dean,  naturally  anxious  to  re- 
deem his  character  from  the  unjuft 
afperfions  of  having  intended  to  un- 
dermine the  conflitution  of  his  coun- 
try ;  confeious  that  the  epithets  ap- 
plied to  the  Dialogue  were  falfe  and 
unfounded,  and  thinking  that  the 
production  of  it  would  be  the  rooft 
decilivc  refutation  of  the  ground lefs 
calumny  caft  upon  him,  directed  a 
few  Enelifli  conies  of  it  to  be  pub- 
lifted,  in  vindication  of  his  former 
opinions  and  intentions,  prefixing 
an  advertifement  to  it,  which  plainly 
marks  the  fpirit  in  which  he  pub- 
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lifted  it.  For  he  there  complains 
of  the  injurious  mifrcprefentations  I 
have  adverted  to,  and  impreflcd 
with  the  finccreft  conviction  of  the 
innocence,  or  rather  the  merit,  of 
the  Dialogue,  makes  his  appeal  to 
the  friends  of  the  Revolution  in  his 
juftification.*** 

*•  Gentlemen,  after  the  length  of 
time  which,  very  contrary  to  my 
inclination,  I  have  detained  you,  I 
am  fure  you  will  be  happy  to  hear 
that  theie  is  but  one  other  point  to 
which  my  duty  obliges  me  to  direct 
your  attention. 

**  I  mould,  perhaps,  have  faid 
nothing  more  concerning  that  parti- 
cular province  which  belongs  to 
you  as  a  jury,  upon  this  occafion, 
than  the  little  I  touched  upon  it  at 
the  beginning,  if  my  friend  Mr. 
Bearcroft  had  not  compelled  me  to 
it,  by  drawing  a  line  around  you, 
faying  (I  hope  with  the  lame  effect 
that  king  Canute  faid  to  the  lea), 
*'  Thus  far  ftialt  thou  go."  But 
fince  he  has  thought  proper  to  coop 
you'in,  it  is  my  bulineis  to  let  you 
out ;  and  to  give  the  greater  weight 
to  what  I  am  about  to  lay  to  you,  I 
have  no  objection  that  every  thing 
which  I  may  utter  (hall  be  confider- 
ed  as  proceeding  from  my  own  pri- 
vate opinions  ;  and  that  not  only 
my  profeffional  character,  but  my 
more  valuable  reputation  as  a  roan, 
and  a  member  of  fociery,  may  (land 
or  fall  by  the  principles  which  I 
fhall  lay  down  for  the  regulation  of 
your  judgments. 

"  This  is  certainly  a  bold  thing 
for  me  to  fay,  fince  what  I  am 
about  to  deliver  may  clafli  in  fome 
degree,  though  certainly  it  will  not 
throughout,  with  the  decifion  of  a 
great  and  reverend  judge  who  has 
administered  the  jufticeof  this  coun- 
try for  above  half  a  century,  with 
fingular  advantage  to  the  public, 
and  dillinguUhed  reputation  to  hira- 


PAPERS* 

felf  ;  but  whofe  extraordinary  fa- 
culties and  general  integrity,  which 
I  (hould  be  Toil  to  all  fenlibility  and 
juftice  if  I  did  not  acknowledge  with 
reverence  and  affection,  could  not 
protect  him  from  much  obloquy 
when  he  appeared  as  the  fupporter 
of  thofc  doctrines  which  I  am  about 
to  controvert.  I  fliall  certainly 
never  join  in  the  calumny  that  fol- 
lowed them,  becaufe  I  believe  he 
acted  upon  that,  as  upon  all  other 
occafions,  with  the  llrictelt  inte- 
grity ;  an  admiflion  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  make,  which  I  render  with 
great  fatistuction,  and  which  proves 
norhing  more  than  that  the  greatcft 
of  men  are  fallible  in  their  jude- 
mcnts,  and  warns  us  to  judge  from 
the  c (fences  of  things,  and  not  from 
the  authority  of  names,  however 
impofing. 

4  "  Gentlemen,  the  opinion  I  al- 
lude to  is,  that  libel  or  not  libel  is 
a  qucftion  of  law  for  the  judge, 
your  jurisdiction  being  confiued  to 
the  fact  of  publication.  And  if 
this  was  all  that  was  meant  by  the 
pofition  (though  J  could  never  ad- 
mit it  to  be  confonant  with  reafon 
or  law),  it  would  not  affect  me  in 
the  prefent  intiance,  fince  all  that 
it  would  amount  to  would  be,  that 
my  lord,  and  not  you,  would  de- 
liver that  opinion,  which  wouhi 
guide  the  prefent  verdict.  Bat 
what  I  am  afraid  of  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  is,  that  neither  of  you  are 
to  give  it ;  for  fo  my  friend  has 
exprclly  put  it.  *  My  lord,  fay* 
he,  will  probably  not  give  you  his 
opinion  whether  it  be  a  libel  or 
not,  becaufe,  as  he  will  tell  you, 
it  is  a  queflion  open  upon  the  re- 
cord ;  and  that  if  Mr.  Erlkinc  thinks 
the  publication  innocent,  he  may 
move  to  arreft  the  judgment.'  Now 
this  is  juft  the  molt  artful  and  the 
rood  mortal  ftab  that  can  be  given 
to  jultice,  and   to  my  innocent 

client. 
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client.    All  I  wifli  is  his  lordflup's 

judgment  to  guide  yours  in  de- 
termining whether  his  pamphlet  be 
or  be  not  a  iibtl ;  becaufe,  know- 
ing the  fcope  of  his  understanding 
and  profeflionai  ability  ,  I  have  a 
moral  certainty  that  his  opinion 
would  be  favourable.  ;f  therefore 
libel  or  no  libc!  be  a  quciuon  of 
law,  as  is  aflerteJ  by  Mr  Bear- 
croft,  I  call  tor  his  lordlhip's  judg- 
ment  upon  that  que  Hon,  according 
to  the  regular  courle  ot  all  trials 
where  the  law  and  the  fact  arc 
blended ;  in  all  which  cafes  the 
notorious  office  ot  the  judge  is  to 
initruifl  the  confeiences  of  the  jury, 
to  draw  a  correct  legal  eouclufiou 
from  the  tacts  in  evidence  bctore 
them.  A  jury  arc  no  more  hound 
to  return  a  fpecial  verdict  in  cafes  of 
libel,  than  upon  other  p  ials  ctiminal 
and  civil  where  law  is  mixed  with 
fa  t ;  but  arc  to  find  generally  upon 
both,  receiving, as  they  conilai.tly  do 
receive  in  every  court  at  Vv  el  train  - 
Iter,  the  opinion  oi  the  judge  both 
on  the  evidence  and  the  law. 

"  Say  the  contrary  who  will,  I 
aflert  this  be  th-:  genuiue,  unre- 
pealed couiiitution  •  of  England  ; 
and  therefore,  if  the  learned  judge 
fliab  tell  von  that  this  pamphkt  is 
in  the  abitrad  a  libel ;  though  I 
fl.all  not  u?rce  that  you  arc  there- 
fore :  outul  to  find  the  defendant 
guilty  u-ilefs  you  think  fo  Hkcwifc, 
yet  1  rtia.l  certainly  think  that  it 
ou"ht  to  have  very*  great  weight 
with  you,  ;»nd  that  you  flioulu  not 
rafldy.  and  without  great  coniidcr- 
ation,  go  againft  it.  But  if  you 
are  only  to  find  the  facft  of  pub- 
lifhing,  which  is  not  even  difputed, 
and  the  judge  is  to  tell  you.  that 
the  matter  being  on  the  record,  he 
Ihall  fliut  himfelf  up  in  filence,  and 
give  no  opinion  at  all  as  to  the  li- 
bellous and  feditious  tendency  of 
the  paper,  and  yet  ihall  nevertheless 
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expert  you  to  affix  the  epithet  of 
guilty  to  the  publication  of  a  thing 
the  guilt  of  which  you  are  forbid, 
and  he  refutes,  to  examine;  mi* 
lerable  indeed  is  the  condition  into 
whi-.h  *e  are  fallen  !  For  if  you, 
following  fuch  directions,  bring  in 
a  verdict  of  guilty,  without  finding 
the  publication  a  Rbel,  or  the  pub- 
liflier  feditious,  and  I  afterwards, 
iu  mitigation  or  punifhment,  apply 
to  that  humanity  and  mercy  which, 
is  never  dear  when  it  can  be  ad- 
drcited  ccnuftenty  with  the  law, 
I  (hail  be  told,  .n  the  langu^e  I 
before  put  in  the  mouths  of  the 
judges,  44  You  are  cltopped,  fir, 
by  the  verdict ;  we  cannot  hear  you 
fay  your  client  was  miltuken,  but 
not  guilty  ;  for,  had  that  been  the 
opiuiou  of  the  jury,  they  had  a  ju- 
rildiciion  to  acquit  him." 

•*  Such  is  the  way  in  which  the 
liberties  of  Engliihmen  arc  by  this 
new  doctrine  to  be  (hurried  about 
from  jury  to  court,  without  having 
any  folid  foundation  to  reft  on.*** 
But  it  fcems  your  verdi& 
would  be  no  punifhment,  if  judg- 
ment on  it  was  afterwards  arretted. 
I  am  fure,  if  I  thought  the  dean  fo 
loft  to  fenfibilit  v  as  to  feel  it  no  pu- 
niihrrcnt,  he  fhould  find  another 
counfel  to  defend  him.  But  I  know 
his  nature  better.  I  know  that, 
confeious  as  he  is  of  his  own  pu- 
rify, he  would  leave  this  coud 
hanging  down  his  head  in  forrow, 
it  he  was  held  out  by  your  verdict 
a  feditious  Subject,  and  a  difturber 
ot  the  peace  of  his  country  ;  anfl 
that  he  would  feel  an  arreft  of  judgr 
ment,  which  would  follow  in  the 
term  upon  his  formal  appearance 
in  court  as  a  criminal,  to  be  a  cruel 
infult  upon  his  innocence,  rather 
than  a  triumph  over  the  unjuft 
profecutors  of  his  pretended  guilt. 

**  Let  me  therefore  conclude 
with'  reminding  you,  gentlemen, 

that 
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that  if  yon  find  the  defendant 
guilty,  not  believing  that  the  thing 
publifhed  is  a  libel,  or  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  publifher  was  fedi- 
tious,  your  verdict  and  your  opi- 
nion will  be  at  variance,  and  it 
will  then  lie  between  God  and  your 
own  confeiences  to  reconcile  the 
contradiction. 

44  As  the  friend  of  my  client,  and 
the  friend  of  my  country,  I  (hall 
feel  much  forrow,  nnd  you  your- 
ielves  will  probably  hereafter  regret 
it,  when  the  feafon  of  reparation 
is  fled.  But  why  fhould  I  indulge 
fuch  unpleafant  apprehenfions, 
when  in  reality  I  fear  nothing?  I 
know  it  is  impoilible  for  Englifh 
gentlemen,  fitting'  in  the  place  you 
do,  to  pronounce  this  to  be  a  {edi- 
tions paper ;  much  lefs,  upon  the 
bare  fact  of  publication,  explained 
by  the  prefixed  advertisement,  and 
the  defendant's  general  character 
and  deportment,  to  give  credit  to 
that  feditious  purpofe  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  convert  the  publication 
«ven  of  a  libel  itfelf  into  a  crime." 

ExtraR  of  the  Charge  fa  the  Jury. 

**  Now,  gentlemen,  this  is  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  that  has  been 

S'vcn  on  the  one  fide  and  the  other, 
i  to  the  feveral  witneiTes  who 
have  been  called  to  give  Mr.  Ship- 
ley the  character  of  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  man,  not  difpoled  to  ftir 
up  fedition,  that  cannot  govern  the 
prcfent  queftion  ;  for  the  queftion 
for  you  to  decide  if,  whether  he  is 
or  is  not  guilty  of  publifliing  this 
pamphlet  ? 

44  You  have  heard  a  great  deal 
laid,  which  really  does  not  belong 
to  the  cafe,  and  a  part  of  it  has 
embarrafled  me  a  good  deal  in  what 
manner  to  trearit.  I  cannot  fub- 
icribe  to  a  great  deal  that  1  have 
heard  from  the  defendant's  counfcl-; 
fcut  I  do  readily  admit  the  truth  of 


that  propofition  which  he  ftated 
from  Mr.  Locke,  that  44  wherever 
the  law  ends,  tyranny  begins."  The 
queftion  then  is,  what  is  the  law  as 
applicable  to  this  bufinefs }  and  to 
narrow  it  Hill  more,  what  is  the  law 
in  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  ? — You 
have  been  prefled  very  much  by  the 
counfel,  and  fo  have  I  alfo,  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  the  qucflion,  whe- 
ther this  pamphlet  is  or  is  not  a 
libel  ?  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  hap- 
pinefs  that  I  find  the  law  fo  well  and 
fo  fully  fettled,  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  any  mtin  who  means  well  to 
doubt  about  it ;  and  the  counfel  for 
the  defendant  was  fo  confeious  what 
the  law  was,  that  he  himfelf  dated 
what  he  knew  muft  be  the  anfwer 
which  he  would  receive  from  me, 
that  is,  that  the  matter  appears  upon 
the  record — and  as  fuch,  it  is  not 
for  me,  a  finglc  judge,  fitting  here 
at  Nili  Prius,  to  fay,  whether  it  it 
or  is  not  a  libel.  Thofe  who  adopt 
the  contrary  doctrine,  forget  a  little 
to  what  lengths  it  would  go  ;  for,  if 
that  were  to  be  allowed,  the  obvious 
confequence  would  be  what  was 
ftatcd  by  the  counfel  in  reply,  name- 
ly, that  you  deprive  the  fubject  of 
that  which  is  one  of  his  dearefl 
birthrights  :  you  deprive  him  of  his 
appeal — you  deprive  him  of  his  writ 
of  error ;  for  if  I  was  to  give  an 
opinion  here  that  it  was  not  a  libel, 
and  you  adopted  that,  the  matter  is 
clofed  for  ever.  The  law  acts 
equally  and  juftly,  as  the  pamphlet 
Hates — it  is  equal  between  the  pro- 
fecutor  nnd  the  defendant;  and 
whatever  appears  upon  the  record  is 
not  for  our  decifion  here,  but  may 
he  the  fubject  of  future  confide  ra- 
tion in  the  court  out  of  which  the 
record  comes ;  and  afterwards,  if 
either  party  thinks  fit,  they  have  a 
right  to  carry  it  to  the  dernier  re- 
fort,  the  houfe  of  lords.  The  Uw 
•is  the  lame  in  both  criminal  and 
civil  cafes,  and  there  is   not  * 

gentleman. 
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gentleman  round  this  table  who  firft  are  the  only  queftions  you  have 

does  not  know  that  is  the  conHant  to  conlidcr :  ami  this,  added  he, 

and  uniform  anfwer  which  is  given  very  rightly,  is  clear  and  undoubt- 

in  fuch  c.»fca.  ed  law.    It  has  been  fo  held  for 

"  You  have  been  add  re  fled  by  the  confiderably  more  than  a  century 

quotation  of  a  great  many  cafes  j>alt.    It  is  admitted  by  the  coun- 

upon  libels.    It  teems  to  me,  that  lei,  that  upon  great  confideration, 

<hat  queftion  is  fo  well  fettled,  that  it  has  been  fo  held  in  one  of  the 

gentlemen   mould  not  agitate  it  cafes  he  mentioned,  by  a  noble 

again;  or  at  leaft,  when  they  da  lord  who  has  prcfided  for  man/ 
agitate  it,  it  (hould  be  done  by  flat  \ years,  with  very  diftinguilhed  ho- 

ing  fairly  and  fully  what  has  pafl'ed  nour,  in  the  firnVcourt  of  criminal 

on  all  fides,  not  by  dating  a  paffagc  juftice  in  this  country  ;  and  it  is 

pr  two  from  a  particular  cafe  that  worthy  of  obfervation,  how  that  cafe 

may  be  twitted  to  the  purpofc  that  came  on.    For  twenty-eight  yeart 

they  want  it  to  anfwer.    And  how  pair,  (during  which  time  we  have 

this  doctrine  ever  comes  to  be  now  had  a  vail  number  of  profecutions 

(erioufly  contended  for,  is  a  matter  in  different  fhape*  for  libels)  the 

of  fome  altoniflimcnt  to  me;  for  I  uniform  and  invariable  conduct  of 

do  not  know  any  one  queftion  in  the  that  noble  judge  has  been,  to  (late 

law  which  is  more  thoroughly  efta-  the  qucft  ons  as  I  have  iuft  ftatcd 

bliflied  than  that  is.    1  know  it  is  them  to  you  ;  and  though  the  cafes 

not  the  language  of  a  particular  fet  have  been  defended  by  counfel  not 

or  party  of  men,  becaufe  the  very  likely  to  yield  much,  yet  that  point 

lad  cafe  that  has  ever  arifen  upon  a  was  never  found  fault  with  by  them, 

libel  was  conducted  by  a  very  re-  and  often  as  it  has  been  enforced 

fpeclable  and  a  very  honourable  by  the  court,  they  never  have  at- 

man*,  who  is  as  warm  a  partifan  as  tempted  yet  by  anv  application  to 

the  counfel  for  the  defendant,  and,  fet  it  afide.    At  lau  it  came  on  in 

I  believe,  of  what  is  called  the  fame  this  way  j  the  noble  Judge  himfelf 

party.    But  he  Hated  the  cafe  in  brought  it  on,  by  {fating  to  the 

lew  words,  which  I  certainly  a-  court  what  his  directions  had  al- 

dopted  afterwards,    and  which,  I  ways  been,  with  a  defire  to  know 

believe,  no  man  ever  doubted  about  whether,  in  their  opinions,  the  <tf- 

the  propriety  of.    That  cafe  arofc  rection  was  right  or  wrong  ?  The 

not  three  weeks  ago  at  Guildhall  court  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion 

upon  a  queftion  on  a  libel  ;  and  in  that  it  was  right,  and  that  the  law 

dating  the  plaintiff's  cafe,  he  told  bore  no  queltion  or  difpute.— It  it 

the  jury  that  there  could  be  but  admitted  by  the  counicl  likewife, 

three  queftion?.  that  in  the  time  that  my  lord  chief 

"  The  Firft  is,  Whether  the  de-  jultice  Lee  preiided  in  the  court  of 

fendant  is  guilty  of  publifliing  the  KingVBench,    the  fame  doctrine 

libel  ?  was  laid  down  as  clear  and  eftablifll- 

**  The  Second,  Whether  the  innu-  cd.    There  was  not  a  founder  law- 

endos  or  the  averments  made  upon  yer,  or  an  honcftcr  man,  that  ever 

the  record  are  true  }  far  on  the  bench  than  he  was.  But 

"  The  Third,  which  is  a  queftion  if  wc  trace  the  queftion  further 

of  b.w.  Whether  it  is  or  is  not  a  hick,  it  will  be  found,  that  about 

libel?"  Therefore,  f:iid  he,  the  two  the  year          (which,  I  fuppofc, 

•  Vr.  Lee. 
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lias  not  efcaped  the  diligence  of  the 
counfel)  another  chief  jufricc  held 
the  fame  dofirinc,  and  in  terms 
which  are  more  ohfcrvablc  than 
thole  in  molt  of  the  other  cafes, 
becaufc  they  Ihcw  pretty  clearly 
when  it  was  that  this  idea  was  firlt 
broached. — ThUrwas,  an  informa- 
tion againft  oric' Franklin  (I  think) 
for  publifliing  a  libel  called  The 
Craftfman. — The  then  chief  juftice 
flared  the  three  qucflious  to-  the 
jury  in  the  fame  way  I  mentioned. 
tic  faid,  The  firft  is  the  fa£t  of 
publication  ;  fecondly,  Whether 
the  averments  in  the  inform:*  on 
arc  V  ue  or  not  ;  and  thirdly,  Whe- 
ther it  is  a  libel.  He  fays,  there" 
arc  but  ni'o  of  rhefe  queltions  for 
your  conlideration  ; — the  third  is 
.  merely  a  queftion  of  law,  wi»h 
which  you,  the  jury,  have  nothing 
to  do,  as  has  noiv  of  late  been 
thought  by  fomc  people,  who 
ought  to  know  better ;  but,  fays 
be,  we  muft  always  take  care  to  di- 
flinguilh  between  matters  of  law 
and  matters  of  fac~r,  and  they  arc 
not  to  be  confounded. 

44  Withfuch  a  train  of  authorities, 
it  is  really  extraordinary  to  hear 
the  matter  now  inlifted  on  as  a  quef- 
tion which  admits  a  doubt ;  and  if 
uc  go  farther  back,  it  will  be  found 
ftill  clearer:  for  about  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  nUthoritics  will  be 
found  which  go  dircftly  to  the 
point  In  one  of  them,  which 
arofe  within  a  year  or  two  from  the 
time  of  the  cafe  of  the  Seven  Ri- 
fhops  Which  the  counfel  allndrd  to, 
a  defendant,  in  an  information  for 
a  libel,  which  was  tried  at  bar,  faid 
to  the  court,  "  As  the  information 
ftares  this  to  be  a  fcandalous  and 
feditious  libel,  I  defire  it  may  be 
left  to  the  jury  to  fav  whether  it  is 
a  fcandalous  and  feditious  libel,  or 
not.'*  The  anfwer  then  given  by 
the  court  was,  «*  That  b  matter  of 


law ;  the  jury  are  to  decide  upon 
the  fad;  .and  if  they  find  you 
guilty  of  the  fac>,  the  court  will 
afterwards  conlidcr  whether  it  is  or 
is  not  a  libel.' — If  one  goes  ftill 
farther  back,  we  rind  it  fettled  as 
a  principle  which  admits  of  no  di£> 
pute,  and  laid  down  fo  early  as  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  as  a 
maxim,  that  44  ad  quttftionem  fafii 
refpondent  juratorcsy  ad  qturftrovrm 
juris  refpondent  ju dices.'*  And  in  the 
cafe  that  the  counfcl  has  thought 
fit  to  allude  to,  under  the  name  of 
Bufhel's  cafe,  the  fame  maxim  is 
recognized  by  the  court  negatively, 
viz.  ad  quirftionem  faffi  non  rc/pom* 
dent  jttdiceSi  ad  quajiionem  lej^h  n«n 
rcipondent  juratores ;  for,  faid  the 
court  uuanimoully,  if  it  be  afked 
of  the  jury  what  the  law  is,  they 
cannot  fay  ;  if  it  be  alked  of  the 
court  what  the  fact  i?,  they  cannot 
fay. 

44  Now,fo  it  ftand>  as  to  legal  hif- 
tory  upon  tbe  bulincfs.  Suppofe 
there  were  no  authority  at  all,  can 
any  thing  be  a  ftronger  proof  of 
the  impropriety  of  what  is  contend- 
ed for  by  the  counfel  for  the  de- 
fendant, than  what  I  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  ?  They  have  addrcfled 
you  —  not  as  is  very  ufual  to  addrefs 
a  jury,  and  which  you  mult,  know 
yourielves,  if  you  have  often  ferv- 
ed  upon  them  ;  they  have  addrcfled 
you  upon  a  queftion  of  law,  on 
which  they  have  quoted  cafes  for  a 
ccntviry  back.  Now,  are  you  pof- 
fefled  of  thofe  cafes  in  your  own 
minds  ?  are  you  apprized  of  the 
diftindlions  on  which  thofe  determi- 
nations are  founded  ?  Is  it  not  a 
little  cxtraordimry  to  require  of  a 
jury,  that  they  fliould  cany  all  the 
lej»al  determinations  in  their  minds  ? 
If  one  looks  a  little  farther  into  the 
conftitution,  it  feems  to  me,  that 
without  recourfe  to  authorities,  it 
cannot  admit  of  a  doubt.    What  is 
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the  itiode  of  adminiforing  juftice  Iri 
this  country  ? — The  judges  are  ap- 
pointed to  decide  the  law$  the  ju- 
ries to  decide  the  fact. — How  ?— * 
Both  under  the  folemn  obligation 
of  an  oath*    The  judges  are  fworn 
to  adminiiter  the  law  faithfully  and 
truly.    The  jury  are  not  fo  fworn, 
but  to  give  a  true  verdict  according 
to  the  rvidtnef.    Was  it  ever  yet  at- 
tempted to  give  evidence  of  what 
the  law  was  ? — If  it  were  done  in 
one  inftance,  it  mud  hold  in  all.-* 
Suppofe  a  jury  (hould  fay,  that 
which  is  Hated  upon  a  record  is 
high  treafon  or  murder ;  if  the  facts 
charged  upon  the  record  are  not  fo, 
it  i3  the  duty  of  the  court  to  look 
into  the  record,  and  they  are  bound 
by  their  oaths  to  dfchargs  the  de- 
fendant.   The  confequence  if  it 
were  not  fo,  would  be,  that  a  man 
would  be  liable  to  be  handed,  who 
had  offended  againft  no  law  at  all. 
It  is  upon  the  facts,  as  found  by 
the  jury,  that  the  court  are  to  fay 
Whether  it  is  any  offence  or  not. 
It  would  undoubtedly  hold  in  civil 
cafes  as  well  as  criminal  ;  and  as 
the  counfel  for  the  profecution  has 
faid  in  reply,  by  the  fame  rcaron 
in  the  cafe  of  an  ejectment,  you 
might  decide  contrary  to  the  law. 
But  was  it  ever  fuppofed,  that  a 
jury  was  competent  to  fay  what  is 
the  operation  of  a  fine,  or  a  reco- 
very,   or  a  warranty*  which  are 
mere  quelhons  of  law  ?  — 

Then  the  counfel  favs,  it  is  a 
very  extraordinary  thing,  if  you 
have  nothing  elfe  to  decide  but  the 
fa/>  of  the  publication  ;  becaufe 
then  the  jury  arc  to  do  nothing  but 
to  decide  that  which  was  never  dif- 
puted* — Now,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  art  in  that  argument,  and  it  was 
very  ingenioufly  put  by  the  coun- 
fel ;  but  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the 
argument,  which  ariies  from  not 
confidering  how  the  matter  ltands 
here.  It  is  not  true,  that  the  Dc- 
1784. 
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fendarft,  bv  the  ifllie,  admits  that  M 
ever  pubhlhed  it. — -No ;  Uftan  thi 
record  he  denies  it ;  but  when  hd 
comes  here,  he  thinks  fit  to  admit 
it.  That  does  not  alter  the  mode 
of  trial. 

Then  it  is  rtflehed,  that  if  yod 
go  upon  the  publication  only,  that 
the*  defendant   would   be  fourid 
guilty,  though  he  is  innocent;  But 
that  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  and 
it  is  only  ncceffary  to  fee  how  many 
guards  the  law  has  made,  to  (hcvt 
how  erroneous  that  argument  Is.— • 
If  the  fact  were,  that  the  defend* 
ant  never  denied  the  publication^ 
but  meant  to  admit  it,  and  inntt 
that  it  was  not  a  libel,  he  had  art- 
other  way  In  which  he  mould  have 
done  it  (a  way  univerfally  known1 
to  the  profellion) — for  he  ought  to 
have  demurred  to  the  indictment } 
by  which  In  fubfhmce  he  would 
have  faid— I  admit  the  fact  of  pub- 
liflung  it,  but  deny  that  it  is  any 
offence. — But  he  is  not  precluded 
even  now,  from  faying  it  is  not  a 
libel ;  tor  if  the  fact  be  found  by 
you,  that  he  did  publifli  the  pamph- 
let, and  upon  future  confideration 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  fhnil  be 
of  opinion  that  it  is  not  a  libel,  he 
mull  then  be  acquitted.— As  to  his 
Cuming  here,  it  is  his  own  choice. 

But,  fay  the  counfel  farther,  it 
is  clear  in  point  of  law,  that  in  a  cri- 
minal cafe  the  defendant  cannot 
plead  fpecially  ;  therefore  he  might 
give  any  thing  in  evidence  th't 
wou'd  be  a  juftincation  if  he  could 
plead  Iptci  .liy.— 1  admit  h  i— but 
what  docs  that  amount  to  ?  you 
mull  plead  matter  of  fact :  you 
cannot  plead  matter  of  law  ;  the 
plea  is  bad  if  you  do.  Then  ad- 
mitting that  he  could  give  that  in 
evidence  upon  Not  Guilty,  Which 
would  in  point  of  law,  it  pleaded, 
amount  to  an  excufc  or  a  defence, 
the  qucftlon  flill  is,  what  arc  the 
facts  on  which  the  defence  is  found- 
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ed  ?  That  brings  the  cafe  to  the 

queflion  of  publication ;  for  the  . 
innuendo*  are  no  more  than  this  : 
firft,  the  indictment  fays,  that  by 
the  letter  G.  is  meant  Gentleman, 
and  by  the  letter  F.  is  meant  Far- 
mer.   Now  the  title  of  this  pamph- 
let is,  u  The  Principles  of  Govern- 
ment, in  a  Dialogue  between  a 
Gentleman  and  a  Farmer.'* — The 
innuendo  is  not  upon  initials  or  let- 
ten  that  may  be  doubtful,  but  whe- 
ther the  king  written   at  length 
means  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  whether  the  parliament  means 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
Thele  are  points  I  don't  know  how 
to  (late  a  qucftion  upon  ;  and  if 
you  are  fatisfied  as  to  the  innuendos, 
the  only  remaining  cjueftion  of  fad 
is  as  to  the  publication. 

Whether  Mr.  Jones's  evidence 
will  or  will  not  operate  in  mitiga- 
tion of  punifhment,  is  not  a  quef- 
tion  for  me  to  give  an  opinion  up- 
on, becaufe  it  is  not  for  me  to  in- 
flict the  punifhment  if  the  defend- 
ant is  found  guilty.   But  upon  his 
evidence  it  ftands  thus :  the  dean 
had  thoughts  of  printingthe  pamph- 
let in  Welfli,  but  upon  what  was 
faid  to  him  by  Mr.  Jones  and  other 
gentlemen,  he  declined  it.    But  he 
afterwards  published  it  in  Englifh  : 
for  this  conversation  is  fworn  by 
Jones  to  be  on  the  7th  of  January, 
and  not  till  the  34th  of  January 
does  he  fend  this  letter  to  Evans 
with  the  pamphlet,  defiling  that  it 
might  be  publiihed  ;  therefore  there 
is  no  contradiction  as  to  the  publi- 
cation ;  and  if  you  are  fatisfied  of 
this  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  my  duty 
to  tell  you  in  point  of  law,  you 
.  are  bound  to  find  the  defendant 
guilty ««—  I  wifli  to  be  explicit  in 
what  I  fay  to  you,  becaufe  if  I  err 
in  any  refpect,  it  is  open  to  the 
defendant  to  have  it  corrected.  As 
far  as  it  is  necefTary  to  give  any 
.  opinion  in  point  of  law  upon  the 
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fubject  of  the  trial,  I  readily  do  it  4 
beyond  that  I  don't  mean  to  fay  a 
word,  becaufe  it  is  not  neccfiary 
nor  proper  here.    In  a  future  ftage 
of  the  bufinefs,  if  the  defendant  is 
found  guilty,  he  will  have  a  right 
to  demand  my  opinion  ;  and  if  ever 
that  happens,  it  is  my  duty  to  gi^e 
ir,  and  then  I  will :  but  'till  that 
happens,  1  do  not  think  it  proper, 
or  by  any  means  incumbent  upon 
one  who  fits  where  I  do,  to  go  out 
of  the  cafe  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
a  fubject  which  the  prefent  ft  age  of 
the  cafe  does  not  require.  There- 
fore I  can  only  fay,  that  if  you  are 
fatisfied  that  the  defendant  did  pub- 
li(h  this  pamphlet,  and  are  fatisfied 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  innuendos  in 
point  of  law,  vou  ought  to  find 
him  guilty.    It  you  are  not  fatif- 
ficd  of  that,  you  will  acquit  him* 

The  Jttry  withdrew  to  confdrr  of 
their  FerdiH,    When  they  returned 
again  into  Court  y  the  Foreman  faid* 
they  found  the  Defendant  Guilty  of 
Publifhing  only. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  That  ver- 
dict is  not  ouite  correct. — You,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury,  rauft  explain  one 
way  or  the  other,  whether  you  find 
the  meaning  of  the  innuendos.  The 
indictment  has  ilated  that  G.  means 
Gentleman,  F.  Farmer, — The  King, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Parliament,  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain. — Do  you  find  him  guilty  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  Yes,  we  find 
him  guilty  of  that. 

Mr.  Krflune.  They  find  the  de- 
fendant guilty  of  publifhing  only. 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  don't  fay 
any  thing  to  judge  of  the  libel,  we 
only  find  him  guilty  of  publishing. 

Mr.  ErUcine.  I  beg  your  lord- 
(hip's  pardon,  I  Jrra  fure  I  mean  no- 
thing that  is  irregular :  I  under  - 
Hand  the  jury  faid,  they  only  found 
that  the  dean  publiihed  it. 

One  of  the  Jury.  Yes. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Erlkine.  They  only  find  that 
the  dean  pabli filed  this  pamphlet. 

Mr.  Broderick.  They  have  not 
found  that  it  is  a  libel  of,  and  con- 
cerning the  king  and  his  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  I  aiked  them 
whether  they  were  fattened  that 
the  King  meant  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  whether  the  letter  G.  meant 
Gentleman,  and  the  letter  F.  meant 
Farmer ;  they  fay  they  arc  fatisfied. 
—Is  there  any  other  innuendo  in  the 
indictment  ? 

Mr.  Ertkine.  When  the  jury 
came  in,  they  gave  the  very  verdict 
that  was  given  in  the  cafe  of  the 
King  again  ft  Wood  fall ;  they  faid 
guilty  of  publiftiing  only.— Gentle- 
men of  the  jury,  do  you  mean  that 
the  word  only  mall  Hand  part  of 
your  verdict  ?  ^ 

One  of  the  Jury.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Jufticc  Buller.  Gentlemen, 
if  you  add  the  word  only,  it  will  be 
negativing,  or  at  lead  not  finding 
the  truth  of  the  innuendos ;  that  I 
understood  you  dtd  not  mean  to  do. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  That  has  the  efFea 
of  a  general  verdict  of  guilty. — I 
defire  your  lordfliip,  fitting  here  as 
judge,  to  record  the  verdict  as  given 
by  the  jury ;  if  the  jury  depart 
from  the  word  only,  they  alter  their 
verdict. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  I  will  take 
their  verdict  as  they  mean  to  give 
it ;  it  (hall  not  be  altered. — Gen- 
tlemen, do  you  meap  to  find  him 
guilty  of  publiftiing  the  libel  t 

One  of  the  Jury.  Of  publiftiing 
the  pamphlet ;  we  don't  decide  up- 
on its  bein£  a  libel  or  not. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  And  that  the 
meaning  of  the  innuendos  is  as  ltated 
in  the  indictment  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  Yes,  cer- 
tainly. 

Mr.  Erikine.  Would  you  have 
the  word  only  recorded  } 
One  of  the  Jury,  Yes. 
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Mr.  Erlkine.  Then  I  infill  that 
it  mail  be  recorded. 

Mr.  juftice  Buller.  Mr.  Erlkine, 
fit  down,  or  I  (hall  be  obliged  to 
interf>ofe  in  force  other  way. 

Mr.  Erfltine.  Your  lordihip  may 
interpofc  in  what  manner  you  think 
fit. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Gentlemen, 
if  you  lay  guilty  of  publiftiing  onlyf 
the  confequence  is,  that  you  nega- 
tive the  meaning  of  the  particular 
words  I  have  mentioned— that  if 
the  operation  of  the  word  omit.  In 
effect,  you  would  give  a  verdict  in 
words  contrary  to  what  you  mean. 

One  of  the  Jury.  How  will  it 
operate  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  If  you  fay 
nothing  more  but  find  him  guilty 
of  publiftiing,  the  que  ft  ion  of  law 
is  open  upon  the  record,  and  they 
have  a  right  to  apply  firft  to  the 
court  of  King  s-Bench  to  arrcft  the 
judgment ;  and  if  they  are  not  Sa- 
tisfied with  the  opinion  of  that 
court,  either  party  has  a  right  to 
go  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  yon 
find  nothing  more  by  that  verdict 
hut  the  fimple  fart ;  but  if  you  find 
him  guilty  of  publilhing  onfy,  that 
verdict  will  not  include  the  innu- 
endos on  the  record. 

One  of  the  Jury.  That  is  ad- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  I  defire  to  alk  your 
lordftiip  this  qucftion  in  the  hearing 
of  the  jury,  Whether  if  they  find 
the  verdict — Guilty  of  publiftiing, 
leaving  out  the  word  only,  and  on 
my  application  to  arreft  the  judg- 
ment, the  judgment  fliall  not  be 
ai  re  (led,  but  cutered  up  in  the 
King's  Bench ;  whether  the  fedition 
does  not  ftaod  recorded  ? 

Mr.  Juflice  Buller.  No,  it  docs 
not,  unlefs  the  pamphlet  be  a  UbeJ 
in  point  of  law. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  True.  But  can  I 
fay  that  the  defendant  did  not  pub- 
lifli  it  fedittoufly,  if  ju J£ment  it 
(N  2)  not 
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»ot  arefted,  but  is  entered  in  the 
record  ? 

■  Mr.  Juftice  Bullcr.  Gentlemen, 
this  is  my  fatisfaetion.  if  in  what 
I  am  faying  to  you  I  am  wrong  in 
any  inftance,  they  have  a  right  to 
have  a  new  trial  directly  for  alking. 
Hut  l  muft  tell  you  the  law  is  this  : 
if  you  find  the  defendant  guilty  of 
pub  ilhing,  without  faying  any 
more,  the  queftion  of  libel  or  not 
is  open  to  the  con  fide  rati  on  of  the 
court ;  but  if  you  fay  he  is  guilty 
of  publifliing  only,  it  is  an  incom- 
plete verdict. 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  certainly 
mean  to  leave  the  queOion  of  libel 
or  not  to  the  conlidcration  of  the 
Court. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  Do  you  find  the 
Tedition  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  give  no 
verdict  upon  it. 

Mr.  Juftice  Bullcr.  When  you 
Undcrftand  your  verdict  yourfelves, 
I  will  taVe  it  in  the  manner  you 
fiate  it.  If  you  fay  guilty  of  pub- 
lifhing only,  there  mu!>  be  another 
trial,  becaufe  the  verdict  will  be 
imperfect. 

One  of  the  Jury.  No,  we  did 
not  fay  that ;  we  put  the  word  only 
firft— Guilty  only  of  publifliing. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  I  dctirr,  w  th  great 
fuhmiflion,  the  jury  having  fa:d 
Guilty  only  of  publifhing,  that  it 
may  be  fo  recorded. 

Mr.  Jnftice  Buller.  Whether 
you  fav  guilty  onlv  of  publ.fliing, 
or  guilty  of  publifliing  only,  that 
amounts  to  the  fame  thing.  You 
may  fay  thii,  «'  Guilty  of  publifli- 
ing;  but  whether  it  is  a  libel  or 
not  you  don't  know,"  if  that  is 
your  intention. 

One  of  the  Jury.  That  is  our  in- 
tent on. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Do  you  give 
your  verdict  in  this  way,  «•  Guilty 


of  publiftvng,  but  whether  it  is  a 
libel  or  not,  the  jury  don't  know  r" 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  don't  find 
it  a  libel,  my  lord  j  we  do  not  de- 
cide upon  it. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  They  find  it  no 
libel. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  See  what  it 
attempted  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Erlkine.  There  is  no  impro- 
per attempt  upon  my  part.  I  aftc 
this  of  your  lordfhip,  and  defire  an 
anfwer .  as  a  judge,  whether  or  no, 
if,  when  I  come  to  move  in  arrcft 
of  judgment,  and  the  court  fhould 
enter  up  judgment,  faying,  that  it 
is  a  libel,  whether  I  can  afterwards 
fay,  in  mitigation  of  punilhraent, 
that  the  defendant  did  not  publifh 
it  feditiouilv,  when  he  is  found 
guilty  of  publifhing  it  in  manner 
and  form  as  dated  ?  Therefore  the 
jury  are  made  to  find  a  man  guilty 
of  fedition,  when  in  the  fame  mo- 
ment they  fay  they  did  not  mean 
fo  to  do.  Gentlemen,  do  you  find 
the  dean  guilty  of  fedition  ? 

One  of  the  Jurv.  We  neither 
find  the  one  nor  the  other. 

Mr.  Price  (Aflbciate).  Do  you 
fay  **  Guilty  of  publifh  ng,  but 
whrther  a  libel  or  not  you  do  not 
find  ?" 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Is  that  your 
meaning  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  It  is  our  mean- 
ing. 

Mr.  Bearcroft.  AH  you  mean  is 
to  leave  the  law  where  it  is  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  That  is  all  our 
meaning. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  jury  was  from  the  firfb 
as  clear  as  it  could  be,  only  they 
wanted  to  confound  it. 

Tljf  ajjociate  r(c*r<lr<i  the  vrrdift* 
'»  Guilty  or  publishing,  but 

WHETHER  A  LIBEL  OX  NOT 
THE  JURY  DO  NOl  FIND." 

SUP- 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  i  784. 


NAVY. 
June  i,  1784. 

t.  rT"*HAT  26,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
X       fervicc,  for  the  year  171*4,  including 
4,495  marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4).  per  man  per 
month,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  >6,ooo 
men,  for  thirteen  months,  including  ordnance  for  fea       £ .        /.  J. 

fcrvice  —      i»352,oco   o  o 

Juke  21,  734. 

1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  ii  eluding  half-pay 

to  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1784  701,869    o  6 

2.  Towards  the  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs 
of  (hips  of  war  in  his  majefty's  yards,  and  other  ex- 
tra works  over  and  abo\e  what  are  propofed  to  be 
dune  upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for 

the  year  1784  —  1,1 00, coo   o  o 

3,1;  3,869   o  6 

ARMY.  " 
June  15,  1784. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  2,030 
Invalids,  amounting  to  17,483  effective  men,  cotn- 
miflion  and  non-commimoned  officers  included,  be 
employed  tor  « he  year  1784-  ' 

2,  fror  defraying  the  charge  of  1*^,483  effective 
teen,  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  niaje-ly'f 

land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  kc.      6^6,199   9  t 

\,  For  maintaining  his  majefty's  torces  and  garri- 
fons in  the  plantations,  and  thofe  in  garrifon  at  Gib* 
rultar        284,213    %  9 

4.  For  the  pay  neceflary  to  be  advanced  to  one  re- 
giment of  light  dragoons,  and  five  battalions  of  foot, 

for  fcrvicc  in  Eaft  India,  for  the  year  1  84         —        8,25a    7  9 

5.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  flaff-offi- 

ccrs  in  Grcai  Britain,  for  the  year  1784   ■       6,080  6  6 

(N  3)  6.  For 
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6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  Hanoverian  bat- 
talions of  foot  in  Great  Britain,  for  i»3  days,  from 

the  2 5th  day  of  June  1783,  to  the  24th  day  of  Decern-  £.  j,  4 
ber  *784      9,371  17  9 

7.  for  the  amount  of  exchequer  fees,  to  be  paid  by 
the  paymafter-general,  and  on  account  for  poundage 
to  be  returned  to  the  infantry  of  hif  majefty*s  forces, 

for  the  year  1784.      67,55 1  14  I 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  in  and  out*penT 
fioners  of  Chelfca  hofpital,  and  of  the  expences  of 

^he  faid  hofpital,  for  the  year  » 734    I73t°°l  15    5  f 

Tuns  28,  1784. 

1.  Toward"  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  majefly's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices,  in- 
curred from  the  1  ft  day  of  February  1 783,  to  the  24th 
of  December  following,  both  days  inclulive,  and  not 

provided  for  by  parliament    2,360,991   o  9 

2.  Upon  account  of  the  reducrd  ofrkprs  of  his  ma- 

jefty's  land  forces  and  marine?,  for  the  year  1784         75,116  18  6 

3*  For  defraying  the  charge  of  allowances  to  the 
feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 
troops  of  horfe-guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannu- 
£tcd  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  node-guards,  for 
the  year  1784  —      563  12  iq 

4.  Upon  further  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of 
his  roaje fty's  land  forces,  for  the  year  17S4      —       130,300   o  0 

<£.  Upon  account  of  the  commifiioned  officers  of  his 
rnatefty's  Britifh  A  merican  forces,  for  the  year  1784 

6,  Upon  account  of  feveral  officers  late  in  the  fer- 
Vice  of  the  States  General,  for  the  year  1784      —        3,54414  3 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  pcnfions  to  be  paid 
to  the  widows  of  commiflioned  officers,  and  expences 

attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1784         ■  '   17,^00   4  o 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  penlions  to  be  paid 
fo  the  widows  of  commifiioned  officers  of  h'i6  majefr 

ty's  Britifh  American  forces,  for  the  year  1784      —      696  o  o 

9,  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
foot,  fent  frtm  Ireland  to  Gibraltar  during  the  year 

1783  —  "      4,346  11  * 

1  o.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  to  three 
regiments  of  foot,  for  the  year  17 83  —  1°>5Z4  *7  4 

1 1 .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  feveral  corps  to 
fhe  refpc&ive  times  pf  their  being  dilbanded,  during 

the  year  1783  — -    9,81*  15  6 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  battalions  qf 
his  majefty't  Hanoverian  infantry  in  the  pay  of  Great 
^rirain,  from  the  25th  of  December  1783,  to  tho 
34th  of  June  1784,  botfi  days  inctufive,  being  183 

4*71         "  -r~  rrr-:  *M*9   °  *H 

i3tfor 


54,653  10  6 
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13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  general  and  ftaff- 
oflicers  of  the  hofpital  ferving  with  the  forces  in 
North  America  and  the  Weft  Indici,  for  the  year  £ ,   /,  d. 

1734        6,191    7  o 

JUNi  29,  I784. 

!•  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  fubfidies  due 
to  the  landgrave  of  HeiTe  Cafle),  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Hefie  Cartel,  the  reigning  prince  of  Waldcck,  the 
margrave  of  Brandebourg  Anfpach,  the  reigning 
prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  and  the  reigning  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  purfuant  to  treaties  for  the  year  1784.       120,369  11  7 

2.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  6*4*3  mcn» 
being  a  detachment  of  the  troops  of  the  landgrave  of 
Hefle  Caflel,  including  ftaff-officers  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  from  the  28th  or  May,  1784,  to  the 

24th  of  December  following,  both  days  inclulive  60,03$    *  4r 

3.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  on  the  fubfidy  due  to 

the  reigning  duke  of  Brunfwick,  for  the  year  1783         2,366  13  o 
August  7,  1 784. 
For  defraying  the  charge  of  three  regiments  of 
foot,  from  the  25th  of  June  1784,  to  the  24th  of 
December  following,  both  days  inclunre,  being  183 
days    —    1^1626   4  11 

4,080,220  13  9 J 

ORDNANCE.  ' 

JUN2  14,  I784. 

1 ,  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 
by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  1  md  fervice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  parliament  in  the  year  1783       —       181,141    6  4 

2.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the 

land  fervice,  for  the  year  1784  —  429,008   2  7 

610,149   8  11 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 
Juke  3,  1784. 

1.  For  difcharging  exchequer  bills,  made  out  by 
virtue  of  an  aft  paflcd  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament, 
entitled,  An  ad  for  raifin?  a  certain  fum  of  money 
44  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  tor  .the  fervice  of  the 
44  year  1783,"  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be 

granted  in  this  feffion  of  parliament      —  1,000^000   9  q 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer 
t>ills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  act  patted  in  the  iaft 
fetfion  of  parliament,  entitled,  44  An  aft  for  railing 
44  a  further  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  exchequer 
44  \>ills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1783,"  and 

(N  4)  enarged 
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charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion         £ .      s»  d, 

pf  '  parjanient      .  1,169,  too    o  p 

June  14,  1784. 

1.  To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company  of 
fnefchants  of  England  trading  into  the  Levant  leas,  to 
be  applied  in  alfilling  the  fa;d  company  in  carrying  on 

their  trade        4,000    o  o 

2.  Toward.,  enabling  the  truttecs  of  the  Britifli 
Mufeum  to  cany  on  the  execution  of  the  truih  re- 

ppfed  in  them  by  parliament  —  3,000    o  o 

Junf  1 1784., 
Upon  account  of  the  expences  of  the  new  roads  of 
communication,  and  building  bridges  in  the  High- 
lands pf  Nprth  Britain,  in  the  year  1784         —         4*830    7  6 

July  2c,  .7  4. 
To  make  epmpenfation  to  the  rev.  Thomas  Weekes. 
Dalby,  the  nprefentati^e  of  Charles  Weckcs,  der 
ceafed,  for  the  iofs  lullajncd  by  the  detainer  at  the 
(hip  Hope  belonging  to  the  faid  Charles  Wcckes,  on 
account  of  his  majelly'g  victualling  office,  in  the 

years  1743  and  1744      1189113  8 

July  2r%  1 7^4. 
Tp  difcharge  the  debt  contracted  on  his  majefty's 
civil  lill,  and  to  defray  the  further  expepecs  thereof        6p,coo    0  0 
August  5,  1784. 
for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
euabliflimcnts,  and  other  incidental  expences  attend- 
ing the  fame,  in  America. 

1.  His  majefty's  colony  qf  Nova  Scotia        -r-r        $»5*9    8  0 

2.  His  m-ijcfly's  ifland  of  St.  John's  — r  hl<>0   o  a 

3.  His  majeiVy's  province  of  tart  Florida       —       3j9S°    0  0 

4.  His  majefty's  province  of  New  Brunfuick     —      3»l&o   o  0 

5.  His  majefly's  ifland  of  Tape  Breton    J>7S°    0  Q 

o.  For  the  relief  and  benefit  of  fundry  American 

civil  officers,  and  others,  who  have  fuft'ercd  on  account 
of  their  attachment  ro  his  majetiy's  government     —      75*75°  !3  ^ 
'  7.  To  difcharge  billp  drawn  on  the  commiflioneri 
pf  the  treafuty  by  John  Parr,  efq.  governor  of  No- 
va Scotia,  and  otlicr  fervjees   ■  12,816  15  9} 

8.  Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somcrfet- 

houfe,  for  the  year  1784      ?5>°°°    0  0 

9.  To  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Whirc,  cfq.  for  the  ex- 
pences attending  the  bill  for  inflicting  pains  and  pe- 
nalties op  fir  Thomas  Rum  lipid,  baronet,  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament     

10.  To  George  Whjre,  efq.  clerk  to  the  commit- 
tees appointed  to  enquire  into  the  cnufes  of  the  war  in 
fhc  Carnatic,  in  the  years  V  8 1  ai.d  i-8a  — 

It.  To  William  Evatt,  clerk  to  the  felcft  com- 
j«  appointed  to  take  into  coniideration  the  fiatc 
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of  the  adminirtrarion  of  juflice  in  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orilia,  in  the  ft>ur  lalt  lemons  of 
parliament   

12.  To  Mr.  White,  junior,  clerk  to  the  feleft  com- 
mittees, to  whom  44  I  he  reports  01  the  court  ot  di- 
14  rectors  or  the  united  company  of  ihe  merchants 
41  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies"  were  ref  erred  during  the, 
lad  and  this  pretent  feflion  oi  parliament 

13,  To  Mr.  Arthur  Benion,  cWk  to  the  commit, 
tee  appointed,  in  the  la  It  feflion  of  parliament,  to  en- 
quire into  the  illicit  practices  ufed  in  defrauding  the  £.    s.  ' 
revenue  of  this  kingdom                                              6t$*3  19  9 

AUOL'ST         1  784* 

1.  To  make  compensation  to  the  commillioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine,  t  ike,  and  liatc  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  kingdom,  tor  their  diligence,  Uc.  9,000    o   o  • 

2.  To  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  paid 
to  the  fecrctaric*  pf  the  commiflioncrs  appointed  to  ex» 
amine  the  public  accounts,  &c.  and  to  the  commillion- 
ers appointed  to  enquire  into  the  lofles  of  the  Ameri- 
can loyalilts,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by 

parliament      —  7,000   o  o 

3.  To  make  good  the  fum  which  has  been  ifliied  by 
his  majeily's  orden,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrcfles  of 

this  houfe    —  —  36,541    1  6 

4.  For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupportin^,  the 

Britim  forts  and  l'ettlements  on  the  coalt  of  Africa  13,000    O  o 

5.  To  replace  the  fum  illued  by  his  majelly's  order 
to  Duncan  Campbell,  efq.  tor  the  expence  of  confin- 
ing, maintaining  and  employing  convicts  on  the 

River  Thames    ■■  12,211  n  6' 

6.  To  perfe&  the  purchafe  of  the  foil  of  the  Ba- 
hama iflarvds,  and  to  fupport  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of 
the  faid  i (lands,  in  addition  to  the  ialaries  now  paid 

out  of  the  dtity  fund,  to  the  public  officers         —  7i8$0   o  O 

7.  For  the  fajary  propofed  to  be  allowed  to  the 
thief  juftice  of  the  Bermuda  orSomcrs  iilands,  from 

tU  24th  of  June  17*4,  to  the  24th  of  June  1785  500   o  .  O 

'  ~— 

2,4'  7,226   11  2l 

DEFICIENCIES, 
June  15,  1784. 

1.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1758,  to  replace  to  the  finking 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame   33i5$6    *  7 

2.  To  m:«ke  good  the  deficiency  of  tbr  grants  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1 778,  to  replace  to  the  finking 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  pf  the  fame  .  ~-     168,090  *  ql 

3.  T* 
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3.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fcrvice  of  the  year  1779,  to  replace  to  the  finking  £ .      j.  d 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame       —       —  73»339  19  * 

4.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fcrvice  of  the  year  1780,  to  replace  to  the  finking 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  lame      —      —  107)909  10  3 

5.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fcrvice  of  the  year  1782,  to  replace  to  the  finking 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame      —      —  435,888  19  2 

6.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fervke  of  (he  year  1783,  to  replace  to  the  linking 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame       —  — —  24,943    5  of 

7.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 

fcrvice  of  the  year  1783          —    36,81415  $J 

To  make  good  deficiencies  in  the  malt  tax  and 

land  tax             —                              —  706,166    0  0 

1,676,708  15  o 


Total  of  fupplies  — —         11,988,174   9  4} 


Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Supplies  granted  to  bis  Majrfly  for  the 

Tear  1784. 

- 

November  24,  1783. 
That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 
»e  further  continued  for  one  year  —       750,000    0  0 

December  10,  1783. 
That  the  fom  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  he 
loifed,  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  upon  lands,  tene- 
snents,  hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal 
eftates,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
that  a  proportionable  cefs  he  laid  upon  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland       —    2,000,000   o  0 

JutY  1,  1784. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  6,oco,oool.  be  raifed  hy  annu> 
fries,  and  the  further  fum  of  360,0001.  by  a  lottery  m 
manner  following-— 

Tnat  every  contributor  fhaiJ,  for  every  hundred 
pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fum  of 
tool*  ^  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  percent,  to 
col-  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  and  toao  annuity  of 
n*e  (hillings  and  fix  pence  for  the  term  of  feventy-five 
years  and  fix  months. 

That  every  contributor  (ball,  for  evenr  1000 1,  be 
entitled  to  fix  tickets  in  a  lottery  to  conhft  of  36,000 
tickets,  upon  the  payment  of  tKe  fum  of  10I.  pet 

ticket. 
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ticket.   The  (aid  360,000!.  to  be  diftributed  into 
prizes  for  the  lottery. 

That  the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  be 
made  one  joint  (rock  with  the  3I.  per  cent,  annuities  con- 
folidated;  the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent, 
one  joint  (lock  with  the  4I.  per  cent,  annuities  confoli- 
dated;  and  the  annuities  of  five  (hillings  and  fix 
pence,  one  joint  (lock  with  annuities  granted  for  the 
feveral  terms  of  99,  98,  80,  78,  and  77  years,  confoli-  £.  s.  J. 
dated      -   -  6,360,000  o  o 

2.  That  out  of  the  fuvings  of  the  feveral  army  fcr- 
vkes,  be  applied,  towards  defraying  the  extrao  rain  wry 
expences  ot  his  majcily  1  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
▼ices  incurred  between  the  id  6f  February,  1785,  and 
the  24th  of  December  following,  and  not  provided  for 
by  parliament,  the  fura  of         —  —  441.70a  13  9! 

August  j,  1784* 

1.  That  there  be  raifed  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 

next  feffion  of  parliament,  the  fum  of         —  1,500,000   o  o 

2,  That  there  be  raifed  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 

next  felHon  of  parliament,  the  fum  of         —         x  ,000,000  o  o 

August  7,  1784, 

t,  That  there  be  iffued  and  applied,  out  of  the 
overplus  montcs,  and  other  revenues  compofing  the 
finking  fund,  the  fum  of    800,000    o  o 

2.  That  there  be  applied,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  1  he  exchequer,  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament, 
fhefumof  1  1  ior/,9t8    5  xi| 

Total  of  ways  and  means            *  12,9^7,520  19  8f 

Total  of  fupplies  —   ■       11,98*, "174    9  4^ 

Exccfi  of  ways  and  means    — 

New  Taxes  for  the  Year  1784, 

Candles,  one  halfpenny  per  pound        —  — 

Bricks,  two  (hillings  and  fix  pence  perthoufand; 
and  tiles,  from  three  to  thirty  (hillings  per  thoufand  - 

Hats,  irom  three  pence  to  two  ftiillingB,  and  licences 
for  vending  the  fame  —  — — 

Pleafure  horfes,  ten  (hillings  per  head,  running 
horfes   two  guineas  per  head     

Br:ti(h  linens  and  cottons,  from  three  farthings  to 
pne  (hilling  per  yard,  and  licences  for  bleaching  and 
dying  the  fame  — —   

Ribbands,  from  one  penny  for  every  twelve  yards, 
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to  one  penny  per  yard,  and  gauzes,  from  two  pence  to 

four-puice  per  yard  

Licences  tor  retailing  beer,  ale,  nnd  other  excifeable 
liquors;  and  to  the  makers  and  dealers  in  on. tin  ex 
ciieable  commodities,  from  ten  (hillings  to  filty  pounds 
Qualifications  of  (hooters,  two  pounds  two  (hillings 
per  head,  and  deputations  from  lords  of  manors  ten 

fli'llings  per  head    ,  

Paper,  from  one  penny  to  ten  (hillings  per  ream, 

padeboards,  millboards,  and  icaleboards   

Hackney  coaches,  five  (hillings  per  week 

Silver  plate,  fix  pence  per  Ounce,  and  gold  plate 

eight  (hillings  per  ounce     

Lead  exported,  one  guinea  per  ton   

Poltage  of  letters,  one  penny  and  two  pence 
Regulations  cf  (ranking           ■  — — 
Raw  and  thrown  filk  imported,  ihrce  (hillings,  and 
two  (hillings  per  pound  — —   


/• 

t. 

d. 
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O 

930,000 

0 

O 

Puhlic  AOs  taJTcd  in  the  Fourth 
Sejjion  of  the  Fifteenth  Parliament 
cf  Great  Britain. 

December  24,  17S3. 

An  act  for  continuing  and  grant- 
ing to  his  majelly  certain  duties  up- 
on malr,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand feven  hundred  and  eighty-lour. 

An  ad  for  granting  an  aid  to  his 
majtfty  by  a  lanci  tax.  to  be  raifid 
-in  Great  Britain,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
ched and  eighty -four. 

An  aft  to  continue,  for  a  limited 
■time,  an  ad  made  in  the  lad  fcllion 
of  parliament,  intituled,  •*  An  acl 
for  preventing  certain  inflruments 
from  being  required  from  (hips  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  to  give  to  his  ma- 
jtfty, for  a  limited  time,  certain 
powers  for  the  better  carrying  on 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
fubjefts  of  his  m.«ieuVs  dominions 


and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
United  States." 

An  act  to  continue  fo  much  of  ?ji 
acl,  made  in  the  lad  feffion  of  par- 
liament, as  allows  further  time  for 
the  payment  of  certain  fums  due, 
ai  d  to  become  due  to  the  public 
from  the  United  Ccmpany  ot  Mer- 
chants of  England  trading  tq  the 
tall  Indies. 

"March  11,  1 784. 
An  z.fi  10  explain  and  amend  an 
a<ft,  made  in  the  lad  fcflion  of  par- 
liament, intituled,  '*  An  ad  for  re- 
pealing an  act,  made  in  the  twenty- 
iecond  year  ot  his  prefent  ma  jelly, 
intituled,  '*  An  act  for  charging  a 
damp  duty  upon  int.nd  bills  of  ex- 
chai  ge,  promifl'ory  notes,  or  other 
notes,  payable  othcrwife  than  upon 
d.  m.md  and  tor  granting  new 
damp  duties  on  bills  of  exchange, 
promi(Tory  and  other  notes,  an<l  alio 
damp  dut;es  on  receipts  and  for 
indcmniiving  all  peifons  ;who  have 

written 
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written  or  figned  any  bill  of  ex- 
change,  promiflbry  or  other  note, 
or  any  receipt,  not  ftamped  accord- 
ing to  law. 

An  art  for  eft  ib'ilhing  certain  re- 
gulations concerning  the  portage 
and  conveyance  of  letters  and  pack- 
ets by  the  poft  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland. 

March  24,  1784. 

An  art  for  punching  mutiny  and 
defertion,  and  lor  the  better  pay- 
ment of  the  army  and  their  quar- 
ter*. 

An  art  for  the  rrgulation  of  his 
majefty 's  marine  forces  while  On 
fliore. 

An  act f«>r  appointing  commiflion- 
ers  to  put  in  execution  an  act  of  this 
feflion  of  parliament,  intituled, 
**  An  act  for  granting  an  aid  to  tits 
majefty  by  a  land  tax,  to  be  raifed 
in  Great  Britain,  for  the  fervicc  of 
the  year  one  th<»ufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-four;"  together  with 
thofe  named  in  two  former  arts  for 
appointing  commillionersof  the  land 
tat,  and  with  thofe  named  in  an 
act  of  the  laft  lemon  of  parliament, 
intituled,  **  An  act  for  granting  an 
aid  to  his  majrfty  by  a  land  tax,  to 
be  ratfed  in  Great  Britain,  for  the 
fervke  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-three." 

An  alt  for  further  continuing, 
lor  a  limited  time,  an  art  made  in 
the  laft  leflion  of  parliament,  in- 
tituled, *•  An  art  for  preventing 
certain  inftruments  from  being  re- 
quired from  (lii ps  belonging  to  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  and  to 
give  to  his  majefty,  for  a  limited 
time,  certain  powers  for  the  better 
carrying  on  trade  and  commerce 
between  the  fubjertsof  his  majefty 's 
dominions  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  United  States." 

An  art  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  militia  in  that  part  of  Great 
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Britain,  called  England,  for  one 
year,  beginning  the  twenty-fifth, 
day  of  March,  one  thoufand  leven 
hundred  and  eighty  four ;  and  for 
lctTcning  the  number  of  deputy 
lieutenants  and  julhces  of  t]ie  peace 
to  art  in  the  execution  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  militia. 

An  art  to  continue  the  provifions 
of  an  art  of  the  t»venty-third  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  for  granting  a 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of 
Britilh  and  Irifh  buckrams  and  til- 
tertings,  Britifli  and  Irifli  linen*, 
Britilh  callicoes  and  cottons,  or  cot- 
ton mixed  with  linen,  printed,  paint- 
ed, ftaincd,  or  dyed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  a  limited  time. 

An  art  for  allowing  further  time 
for  inrollment  of  deeds  and  wills 
made  by  papifts,  and  for  relief  of 
pruteflanr  purchafers. 

An  art  to  authorize  the  removal 
of  prifoncrs  in  certain  cafes,  and  to 
amend  the  laws  refpecting  the  tranf- 
ponmion  of  offenders. 

Puhlic  A3s  paffeJ  in  the  Firft  Srjun 
of  the  Sixteenth  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain. 

June  18,  1784. 

An  art  for  fuither  continuing, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  art,  made  in 
the  twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prelent  majelty,  intituled,  **  An 
art  for  presenting  certain  inftru- 
ments rrom  being  requited  from, 
(hips  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America  ;  and  to  give  to  his  ma- 
jefty, for  a  limited  time,  certain 
powers  for  the  better  carrying  on 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
fubjerts  of  his  majefty 's  dominions 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
United  States." 

June  29,  1784* 

An  art  to  impower  the  Eaft  Ind'a 
company  to  make  a  dividend  to  the 

pro- 
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proprietors  of  Eaft  India  ftock  at 
Midfumrocr,  1784. 

July  16,  1784. 

An  alt  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
of  money  by  way  or  annuities,  and 
for  eftabHUnng  a  lottery. 

An  ad  to  enable  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  Scotland 
further  to  increafe  the  capital  ftock 
of  the  faid  company. 

An  act  to  enable  fuch  officers, 
mariners,  and  foldiers,  as  have  been 
in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  or  in  the 
marines,  or  in  the  militia,  or  any 
corps  of  fencible  men,  fince  the  fe- 
eond  year  of  his  prefent  majefty'a 
reign,  to  exercife  trades. 

An  act  for  eftablifhing  certain  re- 
gulations  concerning  the  portage  and 
conveyance  of  letters  and  packets  by 
the  poft  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

July  20,  I784\ 
An  aft  tor  hying  additional  du- 
ties upon  all  candles  (except  wax 
and  Ipermaccti  candles),  and  for 
more  effectually  fecuring  the  duties 
upon  candles. 

An  act  for  appointing  and  en- 
abling commiifioners  further  to  exa- 
mine, take,  and  ftate  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  kingdom. 

J*ty  3°»  r784:  . 

An  act  for  laying  additional  du- 
ties upon  piper,  pafteboards,  mill- 
boards, and  fcaleboards ;  and  for 
explaining  certain  doubts  refracting 
the  duties  impofed  by  an  act  made 
in  the  twenry-firft  year  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefty  s  reign,  intituled,  "  An 
act  for  repealing  the  prefent  duties 
upon  paper,  pa (le boards,  millboards, 
and  fcaleboards,  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  for  granting  other  duties 
in  lieu  thereof.*' 

An  act  to  revive  and  continue  an 
act,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for  en- 
couraging the  manufacture  of  lea- 
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ther,  by  lowering  the  duty  payable 
upon  the  importation  of  oak  bark, 
when  the  price  of  fuch  bark  (hall 
exceed  a  certain  rate,  for  a  limited 
time ;  and  for  extending  feveral 
acts  of  parliament  relative  to  the 
manufacture  of  leather  to  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland. 

An  act  for  further  continuing, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  act  made  in 
the  twenty-third  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  intituled, 
44  An  act  for  preventing  certain  in* 
ftruments  from  being  required  front 
(hips  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America ;  and  to  give  to  his  ma- 
jefty, for  a  limited  time,  certain 
powers  for  the  better  carrying  on 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
fuhjects  of  his  majefty's  dominions 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
United  States." 

An  act  for  the  prefervation  and 
encouragement  of  the  hat  manu- 
factory within  this  rearm,  by  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  Britifti 
hare  (kins,  Britifh  hare  wool,  and 
JBritiQi  coney  wool,  and  all  undrefT- 
ed  or  untawed  Britifh  coney  fkins, 
and  for  preventing  any  of  the  faid 
(kins  from  being  ftained  or  dyed  ; 
and  for  the  importation  of  goats 
hair  into  this  kingdom,  duty  free. 

An  act  to  difcontinue  the  petty 
cuftom  on  aliens  goods  in) ported 
into  Great  Britain,  and  the  duty  of 
one  per  centum  on  goods  exported 
to,  or  imported  from,  the  Mediter- 
ranean Seas,  in  unqualified  fliips ; 
and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  act, 
patted  jn  the  fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  as  enacts 
that  no  part  of  the  old  fubfidy  ihall 
be  drawn  back  upon  goods  exported 
to  the  Britifti  colonies  or  plantations 
in  America. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty certain  rates  and  duties  upon 
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b  ticks  and  tiles  made  in  Great  Bri- 
taioy  and  for  laying  additional  du- 
ties on  bricks  and  tiles  imported 
into  tbe  fame. 

An  ad  for  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  hackney  coaches,  and  for 
explaining  and  amending  federal 
acts  of  parliament  relating  to  hack- 
ney coaches. 

An  a«^  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefly an  additional  duty  upon  li- 
cences for  retailing  beer,  ale,  and 
other  excifeable  liquors. 

An  alt  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
of  money,  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fenricc  of  the  year  one 
rhoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
four. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jelly  certain  duties  on  horfes  kept 
tor  the  purpofc  of  riding,  and  on 
horfes  ufed  in  drawing  certain  car- 
riages, in  refpect  whereof  any  duty 
of  excife  is  made  payable. 

An  aft  to  poftponc  the  payment 
of  the  fum  of  two  millions,  ad- 
vanced by  the  goremor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  to- 
wards the  fopply  for  the  femce  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one. 

An  a^t  for  the  better  regulation 
and  management  of  the  affairs  of 
tbe  Eaft  India  company,  and  of  the 
Britifii  pofieflion*  in  India  ;  and  for 
eltablifhing  a  court  of  judicature, 
for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual 
trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  offences 
committed  in  the  Ealt  Indies. 

An  act  to  repeal  lb  much  of  two 
act?,  made  in  the  tenth  and  fif- 
teenth years  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majefly,  as  authorizes  the 
lpcaker  of  the  houfc  of  commons 
to  iffue  his  warrants  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  for  making  oat  wiit^  f»  r 
the  election  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  in  the  manner  therein 
mentioned,  and  fur  fubftitutine  other 
pro vi lion*  for  the  like  purpotea. 


An  act  for  refting  certain  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  in 
tru frees,  for  better  fecurinz  his  ma* 
jetty's  docks,  (hips,  and  Sores,  at 
Portfmouth  and  Plymouth ;  and 
alfo  for  revetting  certain  mefluages, 
lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments, in  the  counties  of  South- 
ampton, Cornwall,  and  Devon,  in 
the  former  proprietors  thereof ;  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

An  act  for  authorifing  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy  to  pay  to  the* 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  his 
majefty's  fliip  Santa  Margaretta  the 
like  bounty,  for  taking  the  French 
frigate  called  L'Amazone,  as  is  al- 
lowed  to  the  ofHccrs  and  men  on 
board  any  of  his  majefty's  fliips  of 
war  taking  or  deftroying  (hips  of 
war  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

An  act  to  impower  the  biihop  of 
London,  for  the  time  being,  or  any 
other  bifliop,  to  be  by  him  appoint- 
ed,  to  admit  to  the  order  of  dea- 
con, or  prietf,  perfons  being  fub* 
jc&s  or  citizens  of  countries  out  of 
his  majefty's  dominions,  without 
requiring  them  te  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  as  appointed  by  law. 

Juguft\fy  ij 84. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefly a  certain  fum  of  money  out  of 
the  fluking  fund,  and  for  applying 
certain  monies  therein  mentioned 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty* 
four  ;  for  appropriating  the  monies 
anting  by  the  duties  on  malt,  mum, 
cyder,  and  perry4  and  alfo  by  a 
land  tax  granted  to  his  majefly  by 
two  acts  made  in  the  laft  feffion  oi 
parliament  4  and  for  further  appro- 
priating the  fupplies  granted  in  this 
lelSon  of  parli^mt  nt. 

An  act  for  railing  a  further  fum 
of  money,  by  loan*  or  exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  •  \  ear 
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one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-four. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty  additional  duties  on  linens 
printed,  painted,  ftained,  or  dyed 
in  Great  Brirain  ;  and  for  granting 
certain  duties  on  cotton  fluff*  bleach- 
ed or  dyed  in  Great  Briuin,  and  on 
licences  for  bleaching  or  dying  the 
fame,  and  upon  the  importation  of 
/luffs  made  of,  or  mixed  with,  cot- 
ton, not  painted,  printed,  flamed, 
or  dyed  in  foreign  parrs. 

An  act  for  laying  certain  duties 
upon  licences  to  be  taken  out  by  the 
makers  of,  and  dealers  in,  excife- 
able  commodities  therein  men- 
tioned. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty  certain  duties  on  licences  to  be 
taken  out  by  perfons  vending  hats 
by  retail,  and  alto  certain  duties  on 
hats  fold  under  fuch  licences ;  and 
for  laying  additional  duties  on  all 
hats  and  caps  imported  into  this 
kingdom. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty  certain  duties  on  alt  gold  and 
filver  plate  imported  ;  and  alfo  cer- 
tain duties  on  all  gold  and  filver 
wrought  plate  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

An  act  for  repealing  the  prefent 
duties  upon  wax  candles  made  in 
Great  Britain,  and  for  granting,  in 
lipu  thereof,  other  duties  upon  wax 
candles  made  in  Great  Britain,  and 
upon  wax  imported,  and  upon  li- 
cences to  make  or  fell  wax  candles 
in  Great  Britain. 

An  act  to  difcontinue,  for  a  li- 
mited time,  the  payment  of  the  du- 
ties upon  low  wines  and  fpirits  for 
home  confumption  ;  and  for  grant- 
ing and  fecuring  the  due  payment 
N  of  other  duties  tn  lieu  thereof ;  and 
for  the  be>ter  regulation  of  the  mak- 
ing and  vending  Briiifh  fpirits,  :<s 
well  for  home  confumption  as  for 
exportation  ;  and  for  deftroying  all 
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home-made  and  foreign  fpirits  afre? 
the  condemnation  thereof ;  and  for 
veiling  in  his  majefty  the  duties  of 
excife  within  the  lands  of  Fercntofli, 
irl  the  county  of  Invcrnefs  >  and 
for  difcontinuing,  for  a  limited  time, 
certain  imports  and  duties  upon  rum 
and  fpirits  imported  from  the  Weft 
Indies. 

An  act  for  better  fecuring  the 
duties  on  (larch  and  foap* 

An  act  for  granting  annuities  to 
fatisfy  certain  navy,  victualling, 
and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance 
debentures. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  with  refpect  to  the 
payment  of  ceitaiu  fums  due  to  the 
public,  and  ro  the  acceptance  of 
certain  bills  drawn  upon  the  faid 
company ;  and  for  regulating  the 
dividends  to  be  made  by  the  faid 
company. 

An  act  for  the  more  eflfectu  il  pre- 
vention of  fmugglipg  in  this  king- 
dom. 

An  act  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
grant  to  the  heirs  of  the  former 
proprietor?,  upon  certain  termi  and 
conditions,  the  forfeited  e  flares  in 
Scotland,  which  were  put  under  the 
management  of  a  board  of  tru flees, 
by  an  ;ict  patted  in  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  the  reijrn  of  his  late  ma- 
jc fly  king  George  the  Second;  and 
to  repeal  the  faid  act. 

An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of 
an  act,  made  in  the  twentv -third 
year  of  his  prefent  majefty,  forgiv* 
ing  his  majeftv  certain  powers  for 
the  better  carrying  on  trade  and 
commerce  between  the  fubjects  of 
his  majefty*?  £r~inions  and  the  in- 
h.il  iiants  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  kingdom  with  the  Bririfli 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America, 
with  refpect  to  certain  articles 
therein  mentioned. 

An  act  to  indemnify  fuch  pcrfoat 
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as  hate  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
1  elves  for  offices  and  employments, 
and  to  indemnify  juftices  of  the 
peace  or  others,  who  have  omitted 
to  regiftcr  or  deliver  in  their  quali- 
fications within  the  time  limited  by 
law,  and  for  giving  further  time  for 
thofe  purpofes;  and  to  indemnify 
members  and  officers  in  cities,  cur- 
porations,  and  borough  towns,  whofe 
admiffions  have  been  omitted  to  be 
(lamped  according  to  law,  or,  hav- 
ing been  ftamped,  have  been  loft  or 
niillaid,  and  for  allowing  them  time 
to  provide  admiffions  duly  {lamped  ; 
and  to  give  further  time  to  fuch  per 
fons  as  have  omitted  to  make  and 
file  affidavits  of  the  execution  of  in- 
dentures of  clerks  to  attornies  and 
folicitors,  or  to  pay  the  duties  on  the 
indentures  and  contracts  of  clerks, 
apprentices,  or  fcrvants. 

An  act  to  revive  and  continue 
fevcral  laws  relating  to  the  ..Tow- 
ing the  exportation  of  certain  rjuan- 
tities  of  wheat,  and  other  articles, 
co  his  majefty's  fugar  colonics  in 
America,  and  to  the  allowing  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  on  rum 
(hipped  as  (lores  to  be  confumed  on 
board  merchant  fltips  on  their  voy- 
ages ;  and  to  extend  the  provifions 
of  an  act  of  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  relative  to 
the  removal  of  wine  in  calks,  to 
wine  removed  in  bottles,  and  other 
packages. 

An  act  for  the  effectual  tranf- 
portation  of  felons,  and  other  of- 
fenders ;  and  to  authorize  the  r? •- 
moval  of  prifoners  in  certain  cafes  ; 
and  for  other  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

An  act  to  explain  and  amend  an 
act,  made  in  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  years  of  the  reign  of  king 
William  ihe  Third,  intituled,  An 
act  to  enable  juftices  of  peace  to 
j)uild  and  repair  gaols  in  their  re- 

1784? 
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fpe&ive  counties and  for  other 
putpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  act  to  explain  and  amend  an 
act,  made  in  the  twenty-fecond  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  prclcnt  majefty, 
intituled,  "  An  act  for  the  amend- 
ing, and  rendering  more  effectual, 
the  laws  in  being  relative  to  houfes 
of  correction." 

Jtigufl  20,  1784. 

An  art  for  granting  to  his  majefty 
certain  duties  on  certificates  iffucd 
with  refpect  to  the  killing  of  game. 

An  act  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty certain  additional  rates  of  poftr 
age  for  conveyance  or  letters  and 
packets  by  the  pott,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  pre- 
venting frauds  in  the  revenue  car- 
ried on  bv  the  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain goods  in  letters  and  packets ; 
and  (or  further  preventing  frauds 
and  ahufes  in  relation  to  the  fending 
and  receiving  of  letters  and  packets 
free  from  pottage. 

An  lidt  for  granting  additional 
duties  upon  raw  and  thrown  fi/k  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain,  and  upon 
lead  exported  from  Great  Britain 
into  parts  beyond  ihe  feas ;  and  for 
allowing  a  drawback  upon  the  ex? 
portation  of  iilks,  and  duffs  mixed 
with  filk. 

An  act  for  repealing  the  feveral 
duties  on  tea,  and  for  granting  to 
his  majefty  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof,  and  alfo  feveral  duties  on 
inh  abited  houfes,  and  upon  the  im- 
portation of  cocoa  nuts  and  coffee, 
and  for  repealing  the  inland  duties 
of  excife  thereon* 

An  art  to  explain,  amend,  and 
render  mo.e  effectual,  an  act  made 
in  the  30th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  majefty  king  George  the  Se- 
cond, intituled,  44  An  act  for  the 
more  effectual  puniftiment  of  per- 
fons  who  (hall  attain,  or  attempt  to 
(O)  attain, 
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attain»  pofieflton  of  goods  or  money  neymcn,  labourers,  fervants,  ami 
by  falfe  or  untrue  pretences ;  ior  apprentices  fo  far  as  the  fame 
preventing  the  unlawful  pawning  of  relates  to  the  preventing  of  the  un- 
gues; for  the  eafy  redemption  of  lawful  pawning  of  goods,  and  for  the 
goods  panned;  and  for  preventing  cafy  redemption  of  goods  pawned, 
gaming  in  public  houfes,  by  Jour- 
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The  LIFE  of  CHARLES  CHURCHILL,  the  Poet. 

* 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Dr.  Kippis's  Edition  of  the  Biographia 

Britannica.] 

14  /CHURCHILL  (Charles),  an   produce.    On  the  *ext  day  he 
eminent  fatiric  poet,  was    brought  his  cxercifc  finiflied  in  fuch 
born  in  Vine-ftreer,  in  the  parifh  of  a  manner,  that  he  received  the  pub- 
St.  John's,   Weftminfter,  in    the    lie  thanks  of  the  matters  of  the 
year  173 1 .    His  father,  who  was  a  fchool.    This  in  (lance  of  his  fenli- 
vcry   refpectable  clergyman,  was   bility,  and  of  the  applaufe  that  re- 
curate  and  leclurcr  of  the  parifti,    fulted  from  it,  was  not  followed  hy 
and  was  poflcllcd,  befides,  of  a  liv-   a  complete  reformation  of  conduct, 
ing  in  the  country.  Young  Charles,   The  vivacity  of  his  imagination, 
as  might  be  expected  from  the  vici-    and  the  dimpation  of  his  temper, 
nity  of  his  fituation,  received  his    ftill  prevented  his  walking  regularly 
grammatical  education  at  Weftmin-   forward  in  the  trammels  of  a  fcho. 
iter  fchool ;  iir  which  he  foon  di-    laltic    education.     When,  therc- 
ftinguilhed  himfclffo  far  as  to  make    fore,  he  was  fent  by  his  father  to 
his  tutors  fenfible  that  he  wns  a  lad    the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  he  was 
of  confidcrablc  abilities.    His  ap-    refufed  an  admittance  into  that  il- 
plication,  however,  as  is  too  fre-   luftrious  feat  of  literature,  upon  ac- 
cjuently  the  cafe  wirh  youths  of  count  of  his  want  of  a  proper  (kill 
lively  parts,  by  no  means  kept  pace    in  the  learned  languages.  This, 
with  his  natural  talents ;  fo  that  the    no  doubt,  was  a  great  mortification 
chief  character   he  obtained   was,    to  himfclf,  as  well  as  a  fevere  dif- 
that  he  was  a  boy  who  could  do  well    appointment  to  a  worthy  parent, 
if  he  would.     One  day,  having   Churchill,  in  the  fubfequcnt  parts 
been  enjoined  to  make  an  exercife,    of  his  life-,  often  mentioned  his  re* 
he  failed  in  bringing  it  at  the  time    pulfe  at  Oxford  ;  and  the  following 
appointed;  for  which   reafon    his    turn  was  given  to  it  by  himfelf  and 
mafter  not  only  chaftifed  him  with    his  friends.  He  and  they  frequently 
fome  fc verity,  but  even  charged  him    aflerted,  that   he  could  have  an- 
with  ftupidity.    The  laft  reproach   fwered  the  college  examination,  had 
made    a   ftrong  *  impreilion    upon    he  thought  proper ;  but  that  he  fo 
Charles  Churchill's  mind,  and  the    much  defpifed  the  trifling  queftions 
fear  of  fliame  wrought  an  effect    which  were  propofed  to  him,  that, 
which  the  fear  of  tinpes  could  not   jnftead  of  returning  fuitable  replies, 
j  7  84.  A  2  be 
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he  only  launched  out  into  fatirical 
reflections  on  the  abilities  of  the 
gentleman  whofe  office  it  was  to 
make  the  trial  of  his  literary  im- 
provements. It  this  was  really  the 
truth  of  the  cafe,  Mr.  Churchill's 
conduct,  to  fay  the  lcaft  ot  it,  was 
highly  imprudent.  Whoever  wiftes 
to  receive  the  benefit  of  an  univcr- 
fity  education,  mutt  comply  with 
the  curtomary  forms  of  ad  million  j 
and  it  would  be  perfectly  ridiculous 
tor  a  young  man  to  have  it  in  his 
own  power  to  prefcribe  in  what 
mode  he  (houtd  be  examined,'  pre- 
vioufly  to  his  matriculation.  Church- 
ill's rejection  from  Oxford  will  fup- 
ply  one  very  probable  reafon  for  the 
feverity  with  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  writings,  he  hath  fometin.es 
treated  that  famous  feminary. 

**  After  this  event,  Mr.  Churchill 
continued  to  profecute  his  ftudies  at 
Wcftminttcr  fch«>ol ;  and  there  can 
be  no  caufe  to  doubt,  but  that  he 
would  foon  have  been  cftcemcd 
properly  qualified  for  an  cntPance 
into  one  oi  our  learned  univerfitieft, 
if  his  views  of  this  kind  had  not 
been  prevented  by  an  act  of  impru- 
dence which  bad  a  con  fide  r able  ef- 
fect upon  the  colour,  of  his  future 
life.  When  he  was  little  more  than 
feventcen  years  of  age,  he  contract- 
ed an  intimacy  with  a  young  lady 
in  the  neighbourhood,  which  fprang 
up  into  a  warm  afteclion,  and  waa 
followed  by  a  halty  marriage.  This, 
like  many  others,  was  a  match  which 
began  in  pallion  and  ended  in  dif- 
guU.  Their  regard,  however,  for 
each  other,  which  in  it3  origin  was 
mutual  and  fincere,  was  preferved 
in  its  purity  and  ardour  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  the  fequeftered 
life  which  Mr.  Churchill  was  now 
obliged  to  |ead,  he  made  fuch  a 
progrefs  in  literature,  and  fuftained 
fo  good  a  character,  that,  notwith- 
standing his  }vant  of  an  univcrlity 


education,  he  was  thought  worthy 
of  being  admitted  into  holy  order* 
at  the  ufu  il  age  of  obtaining  them, 
and  accordingly  was  ordained  by 
Dr.  Sherlock,  at  that  time  bilhopof 
London.    The  rirft  preferment  he 
received  in  the  church  was  a  very 
trifling  one,  being  only  a  fmall  cu- 
racy or  thirty  pound*  a  year  in 
Wales.    To  this  remote  pan  of  the 
kingdom  he  carried  his  wife,  and, 
having  taken  a  little  houfe,  he  ap- 
plied himlelf  to  the  duties  of  his 
flat  ion  with  Bifiduity  and  chearful- 
nefs.    His  behaviour  gained  him 
the  love  and  efteem  of  his  parifli- 
ioners ;   and  his  fcrmons,  though 
fomewhat  raifed  above  the  level  of 
his  audience,  were  commended  and 
followed.    Wha  chiefly  dirturbed 
him  was  the  fmallncfs  of  his  income, 
which  would  indeed  have  been  too 
narrow  for  the  fupport  of  a  family, 
even  where  a  much  greater  degree 
of  ceconomy  was  cxercifed  than  was 
fuitable  to  Mr.  Churchill's  natural 
difpofition.    To  fupply,  therefore, 
the  deficiency  of  his  fcauty  falary, 
he  entered  into  a  branch  of  trade 
which  he  hoped  might  raife  him  to 
competence,  and  perhaps  to  riches* 
but  which}  in  tact,  involved  him 
in  debts  that  long  kept  him  in 
perplexity  and  trouble.    The  bufi^ 
nefs   in  which   he  engaged  was 
that  of  keeping  a  cyder-waichoufe, 
with  a  view  of  vcndiim  thatcotnmo- 
dity  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
neighbouring  country.    A  man  of 
genius  and  a  poet  was  but  ill  quali- 
fied for  fuch  an  undertaking.  Mr, 
Churchill  could  not  defcend  to  the 
patience  and  frugality  which  are  ne- 
ccifary  in  the  common  courfe  of 
merchandife,  where  fmalj  gains  are 
to  be  quietly  expected  and  carefully 
accumulated.  A  kind  of  rural  bank- 
ruptcy was  therefore  the  coufc- 
quence  of  the  attempt. 

"  The  ill  fuccefs  of  Mr.  Church  • 
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ill**  trading  fchcmc  brought  him    world  as  an  author.    Hitherto  no- 
back  to  London,  and  his  father  loon   thing  had  come  from  him  in  this 
after  dying,  he  fuccteded  him  as   character,  though  he  was  known 
curate  and  lecturer  in  the  p.inlh  ot   among  his  acquaintance  to  be  a  man 
St.  John's.    Thecmolumcnts  of  his   ot  a  very  vigorous  imagination,  and 
iituation  not  amounting  to  a  full   a  ftrong  underftanding ;  and  rbough 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  in  order  to   he  was  in  the  habits  of  intimacy 
improve  his  finances,  he  undertook  with  Thornton,  Colman,  and  Lloyd, 
to  teach  young  ladies  to  read  and   who  had  already  begun  to  make  a 
write  Englifhwiih  propriety  and  cor-  coniiderable  figure  in  the  republic 
rectncfs,andwasengagedforthispur«  of  letters.    With  the  lad  of  thefe 
pole  in  the  boatding-lchool  ot  Mrs  gentlemen  he  was  connected  in  the 
Dennis,  a  governefs  who  had  the  ties  of  the  doled  friendfhip.  Mr. 
honour  of  being  one  of  the  firft   Lloyd  had  printed  a  poem,  entitled 
introducers  of  a  laudable  cuftom,  the  Actor,  which  met  with  a  very 
which  hath  ftnee  been  adopted  in   favourable  reception  from  the  pub- 
many  of  the  reputable  feminaries  of  lie,  and  juftly  procured  him  a  con- 
lemale  education.    Mr.  Churchill  fidtrable  degree  of  reputation.  By 
conducted  himfelf  in  his  new  em-  the   fuccel's   of  his   friend,  Mr. 
ployment  with  ail  the  decorum  be-  Churchill  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
coming  his  clerical  profeflion.  Still,  ttimulated  (how  truly  we  know  not) 
however,  his  method  of  living  bore  to  exert  his  poetical  talents  upon  a 
no  proportion  to  his  income  ;  fo  fubjedt  of  a  fimilar  kind,  though 
that  he  contracted  a  variety  of  debts   more  appropriated  and  perfonal. 
which  he  was  totally  incapable  of  The  theme  he  pitched  upon  was  ad- 
paying;  and  a  gaol,  the  terror  of  mirablv  fuited  to  his  genius  and  his 
indigent  genius,  teemed  ready  to  tafte.  He  had  long  beeu  a  frequenter 
clole  upon  his  miferies.    From  this  of  the  theatre,  and  h:'.d  bellowed 
wretched  iituation  he  was  relieved   inceflant  attention  on  ftage  repre- 
by  the  benevolent  interpofition  of  fentation.    The  fcenc  of  his  obfer- 
Dr.  Lloyd,  the  fecond  matter  of  vations  was  ufually  the  firft  row  of 
Weftminftcr  fchool,  and  father  of  the  pit,  next  to  the  orcheftra.  From 
Robert  Lloyd  the  poet.    The  doc-  this  place  he  thought  that  he  could 
tor  undertook  to  treat  with  Church-   belt  difcern  the  real  working*  of  the 
ill's  creditor?,  and  fucccedcd  in  en-  palTions  in  the  players,  or  the  arti- 
gaging  them  to  confent  to  a  compo-   ftccs  which  they  fubftttuted  in  the 
ntion  of  five  (hillings  in  the  pound,  room  of  genuine  nature  and  feel- 
Jn  an  inftance  which  fell  under  the  ing.    As  Mr.  Churchill  was  thus 
knowlege  of  the  writer  of  the  pre-  qualified,  by  judgment  and  expe- 
fent  article,  as  an  executor  and  a  rience,  for  delineating  the  excel- 
guardian,  Mr.  Churchill,  when  he  fencies  and  defeas  of  the  actors,  fo 
had  obtained  money  by  his  publi-  the  vigour  of  his  fancy,  and  the 
cations,  voluntarily  came,  and  paid  ftrength  of  his  conceptions,  enabled 
the  full  amount  of  the  original  debt,   him  to  do  it  in  the  moil  lively  co- 
lt is  highly  probable,  from  this  un-  lours.    In  the  month  of  March, 
Solicited  and  unexpected  act  of  equit-    1761,  the  **  Rofciad"  appeared, 
nble  retribution,  that  his  conduct  The  firft  edition  llole  as  it  were  into 
was  the  fame  in  fomc  other  cafes.      the  world,  being  very  little  adver- 
**  The  time  now  approached  for  tifed,  and  published  without  a  name. 
Mr.  Churchill's  appearing  in.  the  A  fecond  edition  was  foon  called 
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for,  in  the  title-page  of  which  the 
author  aflcrtcd  his  claim  to  his  own 
performance.  Scarcely  ever  was 
there  an  inftance  of  a  poet's  riling 
fo  fuddenly  from  the  molt  perfect 
obfeurity  to  the  greateft  celebrity. 
To  this  the  players  themfelvcs 
contributed  more  than  any  other  let 
of  men.  They  ran  about  the  town 
like  fo  many  flrickcn  deer ;  and 
while  they  ftrovc  to  extratt  the  ar- 
row from  the  wound  by  communi- 
cating the  know  lege  of  it  to  their 
friends,  fpread  abroad  more  and 
more  the  fame  of  the  piece.  It 
"was  pleafant  enough  to  obferve, 
how  artfully  fome  of  them,  who 
were,  in  facl,  the  mod  hurt,  pre- 
tended to  be  unaffected'  by  the  in- 
jury done  to  themfelvcs,  but  to  feci 
extremely  for  the  obloquy  thrown 
upon  others.  **  Why,  exclaimed 
one  of  thefe  difinterefted  pcrfons, 
ihould  this  man  attack  Mr.  Havard? 
1  am  not  at  all  concerned  for  my- 
felf ;  but  what  has  poor  Billy  Ha- 
Tard  done,  that  he  inuft  be  treated 
fo  cruelly  ?»'  «'  And  pray,  replied 
&  gentleman  who  was  prefent  at 
this  artificial  declaration  of  bene- 
volence, What  has  Mr.  Havard 
done  too,  that  he  cannot  bear  his 
misfortunes  as  well  as  another  r" 
Whilft  the  actors,  in  different  ways, 
exprefled  their  refentment,  the  pub- 
lic enjoyed  their  ditlrcfs.  The 
Rofciad  was  regarded,  in  general, 
as  a  pleafant  and  rcafonable  retalia- 
tion for  the  mirth  which  the  itage 
had  continually  excited  by  the  re- 
presentation of  the  follies  and  frail- 
tics  of  mankind.  The  poem  was 
not  wholly  employed  in  fa  tire.  Mr. 
Garrick  was  commended  in  the 
big  he  ft  terms  of  applaufc  ;  and  the 
various  and  peculiar  excellencies  of 
Mrs.  Pruchard,  Mrs.  Cibber,  and 
Mrs*  Clive,  were  celebrated  with 
equal  warmth  and  juftice.  Except- 
ing Mr.  Garrick,  there  was  not  a 

5 


finglc  man,  amongft  the  players  of 
that  period,  who,  in  the  full  im- 
prelfion,  entirely  efcaped  the  poet's 
fatirical  la(h.  Thofe  who  were  the 
mod  eager  in  cxpremng  their  an- 
ger, had  only  the  misfortune  of 
bcin£  treated  with  greater  fevcrity 
in  fubfoquent  editions.  In  this  re* 
fpect  Mr.  Churchill  has  been  blam- 
ed by  fome  writers ;  and  it  has  been 
faid,  that  the  Rofciad  was  not  al- 
ways benefited  by  the  alterations 
which  it  received.  Perhaps  there 
is  little  foundation  for  this  aiTenion ; 
but,  however  that  may  be,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  its  excellence  enabled  it 
firmly  to  maintain  its  ground  againft 
all  oppofition.  Though  various 
pamphlets  and  poems  were  publifh- 
ed  againft  it,  in  vindication  of  the 
players,  they  were  fo  poorly  writ- 
ten, that  they  only  ferved  to  fwell 
Mr.  Churchill's  triumph. 

*'  The  Critical  Rcvi«wers  hap- 
pened to  be  peculiarly  unfortunate 
in  the  account  which  they  gave  of 
the  Rofciad.  In  fpeaking  of  the 
firft  imprefliort  of  it,  they  afcribed 
it,  with  fome  degree  of  confidence, 
to  Mr.  Lloyd ;  and  though  they 
would  not  pretend  abfolutely  to 
aflert  that  it  was  foltly  written  by 
him,  they  ventured  to  affirm,  that 
it  was  the  production,  jointly  or 
feparately,  of  the  new  triumvirate 
of  wits,  who  never  let  an  oppor- 
tunity flip  »f  finging  their  own 
praifes.  The  triumvirate,  here  re- 
ferred to,  confided  of  Thornton, 
Colman,  and  Lloyd.  The  mitiakc, 
however,  if  it  had  been  delivered 
in  lefs  offenlive  terms,  was  pardon- 
able, as  the  author  had  not  fet  his 
name  to  the  performance.  When 
he  aliened  his  claim  to  the  work, 
the  critics  acknowleged  their  error, 
but  did  not  do  it  with  a  very  good 
grace,  or,  at  lcall,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  was  fatisfactory  to  Mr. 
Churchill.  Bcfides  his  not  being 

well 


ed  by  Google 


THE  LIFE  OF  CHARLES  CHURCHILL,  f>] 

Well  pleafed  with  the  account  which  extremely  unhappy  that  he  flurnld 
had  been  given  of  his  poem,  he  have  provoked  lb  irritable  and  fd 
w iflied  to  add  fomething  farther  on  powerful  a  writer.  Accordingly, 
the  fubjecl  of  the  Rofciad,  and  to  he  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Churchill* 
juftify  the  attack  he  had  made  on  which,  bcfides  comprehending  an 
the  players.  Accordingly,  in  a  apology  for  himfelf  and  the  players* 
fliort  time,  he  publUhed  his  *'  Apo-  was  full  of  encomiums  upon  hi* 
logy,  addreflcd  to  the  Ci  ideal  Re-  uncommon  vein  of  poetry,  and  con* 
viewers."  Whatever  reafons  thefc  tained  a  kind  of  deprecation  of  hit 
gentlemen  had  to  be  dhTatisfied  with  future  wrath.  A  friend,  to  whom 
the  poem,  the  players  themfelves  Mr.  Garrick  (hewed  rhe  letter,  en* 
were  not  fo  much  offended  as  they  tirtly  difapproved  of  it ;  and  in* 
had  been  with  the  Rofciad.  The  formed  him  that  the  author  of  the 
author  had  indeed  treated  the  pro-  Rofciad,  who  was  a  man  of  a  quick 
fefHon  of  acting  with  great  con-  difcernmcnt  and  undaunted  fpirit, 
tempt,  and  had  painted,  in  the  would  not  think  the  better  of  hint 
itrongeft  colours,  the  meannefs  and  for  his  humiliations  and  flatteries, 
diltrels  of  itinerant  companies,  and  "  Mr.  Churchill  being  now  be-* 
the  unhappy  fliifts  to  which  they  come  fo  greatly  celebrated,  and  hav* 
are  occasionally  reduced.  But  all  ing,  at  the  fame  time,  procured  a 
this  the  London  aftors  regarded  as  large  number  of  enemies,  it  wai 
a  trifling  injury,  compared  with  the  natural  that  refearches  ihould  be 
fatire  which  had  been  directed  made  into  his  lituation,  connexions, 
againft  their  perfonal  faults.  It  and  character  j  and  upon  enquiry  it 
was  likewife  no  fmall  confolation  to  was  found,  that  he  was  not  remark  - 
them,  that  their  mailer,  the  mighty  able  for  the  regularity  of  his  man- 
Rofcius  himfelf,  had  not  wholly  ners,  and  that  he  particularly  in- 
been  fparcd  :  for  Mr.  Garrick  was  dulged  himfelf  in  fitting  up  very 
certainly  aimed  at  in  the  following  late  over  a  bottlo.  The  reproaches 
lines  :  hence  cad  upon  him  gave  occafion 

.  .„  to  his  next  production,  entitled* 

"        ards,Vain  ^  "  Nlghti    'dn  Epift,C    10  R°bcr^ 

His  pu^ya  ^«n.room  wits,  and  venal  Lloyd."    The  object  of  this  poem 

bards,  w  is  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  or  ra* 

Who  meanly  tremble  at  the  puppet's  thcr  to  avow  it  in  the  face  of  the 

JrPWD>  i   l    r  r    j      ,  r    v  Public-     The  "  Night"  was  fol- 

own*  P  7               ^             '  loWcd  bX  thc  f,rft            of  T.hC 

In  fpitc  of  fiew-made  laws,  and  new-  Gliof*,"  a  Work  that  took  its  rife 

made  kings)  frOm  a  ridiculous  impolkire  carried 

The  free-born  Mufc  with  lib'ral  fpirit  on  in  Cock-lane,  near  Welt  Smith- 

«    fi.ngl*       n        «  f      .  f  . .  .  field,  and  to  which  fome  men  of 

Bow  down,  ye  flaves;  before  thefc  ,dol,  eminent              and  cbarafter  paid 

Let  gen'ins  (loop  to  them  who've  none  too  ferious  an  attention.  Neither 

at  all ;  of  thefe  performances  being  fo  po- 

Ke'erwill  I  flatter,  cringe,  or  bend  the  p^Ur  as  the  Uofciad  and  the  Apo* 

j"*'e    .     n            Ti        n  h>gy*  Mr.  Churchill  was  defiroua 

tt c "   '      "  ,0     •  of   producing  Whin-  which 

ihould  more  itrongly  excite  the  cu* 

•{  The  manager  felt  all  thc  force  riofity  of  thc  nation.    In  this  he 

of  thefe  farcaiUc  llrokes,  a  fid  was  fucceeded,  though  we  muft  ever 
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lament  the  fubject  he  fixed  upon, 
and  the  turn  or  mind  with  which  ir 
is  treated.  Availing  himfelf  of  the 
difputes  in  politics  which  were  then 
carried  on  with  peculiar  acrimony, 
and  influenced  by  private  ttiend- 
lhip,  he  publifhed  his  •«  Prophecy 
or  Famine,  a  Scots  Paftoral."  Of 
this  piece  Mr.  Wilkes  is  faid  to  have 
pronounced,  before  its  appearance, 
that  he  was  fure  it  would  take,  as 
it  was  at  once  perfonal.  poetical, 
and  political.  His  prediction  was 
accomplimed;  for  the  poem  had  a 
very  rapid  and  extenfive  fale,  and 
Churchill  was  extolled  by  his  ad- 
mirers as  fuperior  to  Pope.  This 
was  undoubtedly  earning  his  pr.iifc 
to  an  undue  height  of  exaggeration. 
It  cannot,  however,  be  denied,  that 
the  author  has  difplayed  great  force 
ef  abilities  in  the  Prophecy  of  Fa- 
mine;  though  the  malignirv  which 
he  has  (hewn  againft  Scotland  and 
ks  inhabitant?  is  totally  inexcufablc. 

**  Whilft  the  literary  fame  of 
Mr.  Churchill  flood  thus  high  with 
a  large  parr,  at  Icaft,  ot  the  public, 
his  perfonal  conduct  was  very  re- 
prchentible.  He  laid  alide  all  the 
external  decorums  of  his  protcifion, 
diverted  hi  in  felt  of  his  clerical  ha- 
bit, and  appeared  iu  the  drefs  of  a 
blue  coat  with  metal  butons,  a  gold 
laced  wailtcoar,  a  gold  laced  hat, 
and  ruffles.  This  part  ot  his  beha- 
viour was  wholly  difapproved  of  by 
his  tnoit  intimate  friends.  They 
conlidcred  it  as  a  very  blamcable 
oppolition  to  the  decencies  of  life, 
and  as  likely  to  be  hurtful  to  hi*  in- 
tertft ;  fince  the  abilities  he  was 
pofli  Ifed  of,  and  the  figure  he  made 
in  political  con t efts,  would  perhaps 
have  r  commended  him  to  fome 
noble  patron,  from  whom  be  might 
have  received  a  valuable  benefice 
I  remember  well  that  he  or-ficd  his 
younger  fen  in  a  Scnt.-h  plni  1,  like 
a  1'mlc  Highlander,  ur.u  carried  him 
4 


every  where  in  that  garb.  The 
boy  being  alked  by  a  gentleman 
with  whom  I  was  in  company,  why 
he  was  cio.it hed  in  fueh  a  manner, 
anfwered  with  great  vivacity,  44  Sir, 
my  father  hates  the  Scotch,  and 
docs  it  to  plague  them."  In  other 
relpects  Mr.  ChurchiIVs  conduel 
was  more  than  indifcreet.  He 
plunged  into  various  irregularities, 
and  lived  no  longer  with  his  wiro; 
though  whether  his  quitting  her 
was  at  this  particular  junAutc  we 
are  not  able  to  determine.  44  Some 
people,  obferves  a  certain  writer, 
have  been  unkind  enough  to  fay, 
that  Mrs.  Churchill  gave  the  rirft 
jull  caufc  of  fepar.ition.  But  no- 
thing can  he  more  falfe  than  th  s 
rumour;  and  we  can  allure  the 
public,  thar  her  conduct  in  private 
lite,  and  among  her  acquaintance, 
was  ever  irre  proachable."  Y\  c 
have  our  doubts  concerning  the 
truth  of  what  is  here  alkrtcd,  not- 
withstanding the  politivity  with 
which  it  i>  delivered.  It  was  al- 
ways under rtood  in  Wcftminrtcr, 
that  Mrs.  Churchill's  in  prudence 
kept  too  near  a  pace  with  that  ot 
her  hu(band.  However,  wc  do  not 
hence  mean  in  the  lcaft  to  juttiry 
his  disorderly  and  licentious  manner 
of  living. 

44  Mr.  Churchill  be!n*  now  em- 
barked as  a  political  tatirift,  from 
which  character  he  driived  great 
fame  and  profit,  ticxt  drew  his  poa 
againft  a  man  whole  genius  he  ad- 
mired, and  with  whom  he  and  Mr. 
Wilkes  ha  J  long  been  in  the  habits 
of  friendfhtp,  the  celebrated  Ho- 
garth, it  mil  ft  be  acknowleged 
that  Hogarth  himftlf  afforded  the 
original  cuife  of  offence.  In  a 
print,  called  the  Times,  he  had 
attacked  lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  foon  after  publilhcd  a  caricature 
of  Mr.  Wilkes.  T  ?f,  which  w.s 
too  much  lor  Churchill  io  be.r, 
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fr'.re  rifc  to  the  Epittlcto  William 
Hogarth,    wherein    rhat  eminent 
painter,  whilll  juflice  is  done  to  his 
extraordinary  talents,    is  treated 
*ith  all  the  feverity   of  fatire. 
Whtn  Hogarth  had  formed  the  de- 
lign  of  holding  out  Lord  Temple, 
Air  Pitt,  Mr.  Churchill,  and  Mr. 
Wiikes,  t  >  the  public,  as  objects  of 
ridicule,  in  a  feries  of  prints,  the 
la  ll  gentleman,   by  two  of  their 
common  acquaintance,  remonftrated 
with  him  again  ft  fuch  a  proceeding, 
as  what  would  not  only  be  unfriendly 
in  the  higheft  degree,  but  extremely 
injudicious.    It  was  tirged  to  him, 
that  fuch  a  pencil  ought  to  be  uni- 
vcrfal  and  moral,  to  fpeak  to  all 
ages,  and  to  all  nation?,  not  to  be 
dippped  in  the  dirt  of  the  faction 
•it  a  day,  of  an  infignificant  part 
of  the   country,  when   it  might 
Command   the   admiration   of  the 
whole.    It  would  have  been  well 
for  \  r.  Hog.  rth,  if  he  had  liftened 
to  thrs  falutary  advice,  as  by  fo  do- 
ing he  would  have  faved  himfelf 
ftom  the  moft  extreme  morti fic- 
tion.   Churchill's  fatire  (truck  him 
to  the  heart,  and  is  thought  10  have 
contributed  to  the  acceleration  of 
his  deceafe.    Mr.  Hogarth's  re- 
wnge  again  ft  the  poet,  terminated 
in  vamping  up  an  old  print  of  a 
pug-dog  and  a  bear,  which  he  pub- 
JiflieJ  under  the  title  of  The  Bruif- 
er,  C.  Churchill,  (once  the  rever- 
end!) in  the  character  of  a  Ruffian 
Hercules,  &c.    So  feeble  a  blow  at 
his  antagonilt  was  but  a  poor  com- 
penfation  for  the  deep  wound  he  had 
>eceived.    If  mull  ever  be  lamented 
thru  men  of  ^t-nius,  who  had  been 
intimate  friends,  and  might  have 
continued  fuch  a*  long  as  they  lived, 
(ho -j Id  hive  their  un;on  dilfolved, 
and  tiircord  fowrt  among  them,  by 
the  demon  of  politics  and  party. 

**  The  poems  we  have  hirherro 
fpokea  of  employed  Mi.  Churchill 


in  1761,  1765,  and  part  of  1763. 
During  the  fame  time  he  continued 
to  puolifh,  at  different  intervals. 
The  Ghoft,  the  fourth  and  conclud- 
ing book  of  which  appeared  in  the 
lalt  of  the  years  now  mentioned. 
The  mott  celebrated  paflage  in  thz» 
work  was  the  characicr  of  Pompofo, 
intended   for   Dr.   Johnlbn,  and 
which  was  much  extolled  by  that 
gentleman's  enemies.    The  doctor 
had  offended  Churchill,  by  declar- 
ing tint  his  poetry  had  but  little 
merit.    The  only  reply  which  Dr. 
Johnfon  made  to  our  author's  fatire 
was,  that  he  thought  him  a  (hallow 
fellow  in  the  brginning,  and  that  he 
could  fay  nothing  werfe  of  him  Hill- 
Highly  as  we  reverence  this  emi- 
nent writer's  character  and  abilities 
we  muft  exprels  ourf  Ives  to  be  of  a 
different  opinion.    However  inte- 
rior Churchill  might  be,  in  many 
refpedls,  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  defer ve  the  appella- 
tion of  a  fli.dlow  fellow.    He  was 
undoubtedly  poffefled  of  a  found 
and  vigorous  undemanding,  though 
it  might  not  always  be  prudently 
and  happily  applied.     The  con- 
temptuous terms  in  which  men  of 
real  genius  are  apt  to  (peak  of  each 
other,  we  have  too  often  had  occa- 
lion  to  ohferve  and  lament.  With 
regard  to  the  poem  of  The  Ghoft, 
it  may,  in  general,  be  remarked, 
that,  befides  its  be:ng  com po fed  in 
veifes  of  ci<*ht  fvllablc9,  it  is  writ- 
ten in  a  very  dcfulrorv  and  digrcf- 
live  manner.    It  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine what  pbn  and  defign  the 
author  had  in  view,  and,  perhaps, 
he  could  fcarcelv  have  explained 
the  nvmer  himfelf.     The  work, 
thcref  re,  dorh  not,  upon  the  whole 
excite  much  of  our  approbation, 
though  there  are  in  it  lbme  Alin- 
ing and  b'.autitul  paflages.  Kvtn 
Llovd,    the   gtc.it    panegyrift  of 
Churchill,  hints  at  the  llovenly  na- 
ture 
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turc  of  the  compofition,  in  the  fol- 
lowing lines,  which  are,  indeed, 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Cobler  of 
Cripplegatc. 

«*  The  prlcft,  I  grant,  has  foraething 
•»  clever, 

•*  A  fomcthing  that  will  laft  for  ever. 
•*  Let  hira,  iu  part,  be  made  your  pat- 
"  tern, 

«'  W'hofc  mufc,  now  queen,  and  now  a 

"  flattcrn, 
**  Trick'd  out  in  Rofciad  rales  the  roaft, 
«*  Turns  trapes  and  tr6llop  in  the  Ghoft, 
"  By  turns  both  tickles  us,  and  warms 
**  And,  drunk  or  fober,  has  her  charms." 

«*  Nearly  at  the  time  when  the  laft 
book  of  the  Ghoft  appeared,  Mr. 
Churchill  publiftied  The  Confer- 
ence, in  which  he  returned  to  his 
ufual  racafure  of  verfc,  the  heroic, 
being  the  mcafure  wherein  he  mod 
excelled ;  though  he  had  lately  be- 
gun to  introduce  into  it  too  many 
profaic  lines.  The  plan  of  the  po- 
em is  fimilat  to  that  of  one  of 
Pope's  fatircs.  A  dialogue  is  fup- 
poicd  to  be  carried  on  between  the 
author  and  a  noble  lord,  who  is  re- 
presented as  giving  him  much  good 
worldly  advice,  to  which  he  annvers 
with  great  fpirit,  and  in  his  replies 
indulges  his  fatiric  vein  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  freedom.  One  of 
the  moft  ftriking  paflages  in  the 
Conference  is  that  in  which  he  ex- 
prefles  the  decpeft  contrition  for  a 
recent  action  of  his  life,  that  was, 
indeed,  highly  to  his  diflionour. 
He  had  fedueed  and  canicd  off  the 
daughter  of  a  tradefinan  in  Weft- 
minftcr.  In  a  little  more  than  a 
fortnight  his  portion  fubfided,  and 
the  young  woman  became  very  forry 
for  her  crime.  Accordingly,  a  wife 
and  judicious  friend  wrote  for  her  a 
letter  to  her  father,  cxprellive  of 
her  penitence,  and  of  her  defire  to 
return  home.  Her  father,  with 
equal  tendcrnefs  and  prudence,  re- 
ceived her  into  his  houfe;  and  die 


might  have  been  fully  restored  te  a 
virtuous  conduct,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  fe verity  of  an  elder  filler, 
who  was  continually  loading  her 
with  reproaches.  Wearied  with 
this  ufagc,  (lie  applied  to  Church- 
hill,  offering  to  return  to  him 
again  ,*  which  he  thought  himfeif 
bound  to  admit,  by  the  ideas  he  en* 
tcrtained  of  gratitude  and  honour* 
The  true  point  of  virtue  would  have 
been  to  have  provided,  as  amply  as 
he  could,  for  the  young  woman's 
fupport,  and  to  have  had  no  crimi- 
nal connexion  with  her  in  future. 

"  Our  author's  next  poem,  if  we 
mi  (lake  not,  was  The  Duellift,  in 
three  books,  written  in  verfes  of 
eight  fyllables.  The  occanon  of 
the  work  is  well  known,  being  Mr* 
Martin's  challenge  to  Mr.  Wilkes; 
and  it  is  not  furpriziug  that  Church- 
hill's  mule  fiiould  be  awakened  in 
the  caufe  of  his  friend*  The  Du* 
ellift  has  many  poetical  beauties. 
It  is  more  concife  than  the  Ghoft, 
more  correct,  more  directly  to  the 
purpofe;  though  one  principal  ob- 
ject of  it  was  to  fatirize  other  per* 
fons  befides  Mr.  Martin. 

**  Mr.  Churchill's  laft  publication 
in  1763,  feems  to  have  been  The 
Author,  and  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
pleafing  of  his  productions.  The 
former  part  of  it  is  not  remarkably 
fatirical;  but,  towards  the  conclu* 
(ion,  the  poet  is  extremely  fevcre 
againft  certain  writers  of  the  time, 
el'pecially  ibme  political  writers. 
The  character  of  K.idgell,  the  In- 
former, is  drawn  in  a  mafterlv  man- 
ner.  The  opinion  of  the  Monthly 
Reviewers,  concerning  this  poem, 
was,  that  it  was  the  moft  agreeable 
and  the  moft  unexceptionable  of  all 
Mr.  Churchill's  performances,  whe- 
ther they  confide  red  the  tendency  of 
the  fubjecT.  or  the  execution.  **  The 
.**  intercfts,"  fay  they,  **  of  genius 
"  and  learning  arc  cordially  cfpoufed 
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««  and  powerfully  fupported,  while  *'  Churchill's  next  production  wai 

**  the  contempt  of  profefled  igno-  The  Candidate,  which  *">ok  its  title 

44  ranee,   and  the  lhallowncfs  of  from  the  conrert  that  had  been  car- 

*  ««  pretenders  to  fcience,  arc  juflly  ried  on  between  the  Earl  of  Hard- 

44  expofed,  and  lamed  by  the  blame-  wicke  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  for 

•*  lefs  rod  of  general  fame."    Even  the  high-ftewardlmp  of  the  univer- 

with  regard  to  the  fatirical  ftrokes  fity  of  Cambridge.     The  begin- 

of  a  private  nature/  the  critics  add,  ning  of  the  poem  is  very  fpiritcd; 

that  if  the  cenfure  be  jutt,  they  and  the  words,  44  Come,  Panegy- 

fcarcely  know  how  to  blame  ir.  **  ric,"  introduce  one  of  the  fe- 

Thc  Critical   Reviewer?,   though  vereft  fatircs  which  the  pen  of  man 

they  had  been  involved  in  a  contcli  ever  wrote  again  it  a  nobleman  who 

with  our  bard,  gave  a  like  tcftiniony  has,  indeed,  often  been  the  fubjecl 

on  this  occafion.    44  It  is  but  jul-  of  fatirc;  perhaps  fo  much  as  to 

44  tice,"  they  obferve,   44  to  Mr.  be  indifferent  and  care  lei's  about  the 

44  Churchill,  to  acknowledge,  that  attacks  that  are  made  on  his  charac* 

44  his  reputation  as  a  poet  feems  to  tcr.    The  Candidate  was  fuccceJcd 

44  rife  and  increafc  with  every  per-  by  The  Farewell,  wherein  the  poet 

44  formance.    The  Conference  was  is  represented  as  having  formed  a 

44  much  fupcrior  to  the  Ghoit,  and  dciign  to  quit  his  native  land,  from 

44  the  Author  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  which  his  friend  endeavours  to  dif- 

41  better  poem  than  the  Conference,  fuade  him.    Though  there  is  much 

44  The  fentiments  throughout  are,  good  fenfc  in  this  performance,  and 

44  for  the  moft   p^rt,   noble  and  ieveral  excellent  obfervations  o* 

44  manly,  the  fatire  finely  pointed,  philofophy,  and  the  love  of  our 

44  the  cxprcflion  ftrong  and  ncrv-  country,  it  cannot  be  conlidcred  as 

«4  ous."  one  of  our  author's  chief  works* 

44  Churchill's  poetical  career  for  It  is  deficient  in  poetical  fire,  and 

1764,  began  with  the  firft  book  of  many  of  the  lines  are  feeble  and 

his  Gotham,  which  was  conlidcred  profaic.    Partly  from  a  confidence 

by  the  generality  of  readers  as  fo  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  admirer?* 

ftrange  and  irregular  a  production  and  partly  from  the  ncccllity  of  ob- 

that  they  could  not  tell  what  judg  taining  frequent  pecuniary  fupplics, 

ment  to  form  of  the  writer's  intcn-  Mr.  Churchill  now  became  tooueg- 

tion.    As  he  proceeded  in  the  uork,  ligent  and  rapid  in  hi*  publications* 

he  appeared  to  greater  advantage;  In  his  fuccteding  production,  cnti- 

and  it  became  manifeft  from  the  fe-  tied,  The  Times,  he  difplays  his 

coud  and  third  books,  that  it  was  ufual  vigour  and  fpirit.  The  cha- 
his  chief  defign,  under  the  idea  of  raclers  of  Faber  and  Apicius,  who- 

his  being  proclaimed  King  of  Go-  ever  were  intended  by  them,  are 
tham,  to  reprefent  the  real  duty  of  drawn  with  equal  llrength  and  fe- 

a  monarch;  in  which  view  much  verity.    The  fatire  of  the  poem  is 

^ood  inftruction  is  conveyed.    This  principally  directed  againft  an  un- 

performance  is   lefs  fatirical  than  natural  vice,  which  is  expofed  with 

moft  of  our  author's  pieces.  Upon  an  energy  and  indignation  that  can- 
thc  whole,  Gotham  is  not  one  of  not  polfibly  be  exceeded.  The 

the  pleafanteft  of  his  poem?,  though  matter  is,  indeed,  carried  to  the 
it  contains  a  number  of  beautiful  very  height  of  extravagance;  but 

paflages.  this  extravagance  Ihcws,  at  the  fame 

time- 
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time,  the  wonderful  powers  of  the 
author's  mind,  and  his  jult  and 
bound  Ids  derettation  of  the  crime 
again  ft  which  his  poetry  is  levelled. 

**  Churchill's  next  publication 
was  Independence,  a  poem  which 
docs  nor,  in  every  part  of  it,  difplay 
the  vigour  of  imagination  that  is  ap- 
parent in  fome  of  his  performances : 
and  it  is,  alfo,  chargeable  with  the 
fault  we  have  more  than  once  had 
occafion  to  touch  upon,  the  fault  of 
carclefs  verification.    It  contains, 
however,  fcvcral  fhining  partakes; 
and  a  ltrong  vein  of  good  lenfe 
runs  through  the  whole.    Much  is 
{aid  in  it  of  poets  and  pat  ions; 
perhaps  as  much  as  the  fubjeft  will 
well  bear.    The  author  hatli  admi- 
rably reprcfented  the  ttriking  con- 
trail between  an  effeminate  lord  and 
himfclf;  and  hath  drawn  his  own 
picture  with  great  humour.  Inde- 
pendence was  followed  by  Tne 
Journey,  a  fliorr  poem,  which  re- 
flects no  difgrace  on  our  author's 
abilities.    The  advice  of  his  friends 
and  his  answer  to  it  ate  well  con- 
ducted.   Towards  the  conclulion, 
he  indulges  himlclr  in  latiiizing  le- 
▼eral  contemporary   poets.  Mr. 
Churchill's  lait  poetical  production 
was  the  dedication  ot  his  lermons 
tobifhop  Warburton,  which  is  writ- 
ten with  his  ulual  fc\crity  again  11 
that  eminent  prelate.    Some  parrs 
of  it  are  very  fj  irited,  and  cfpe- 
cially  thofc  pnflages  which  begin 
with",  •*  Health  to  great  Glorier." 
If  the  fame  vigour  is  not  main- 
tained through  the  whole,  it  may 
be  obferved  that,  as  the  poem  was 
left  unfinitred,  in  conference  of 
the  author's  deceafe,  wc  cannot  tell 
to  what  height  the  grave  irony  of 
the  fatire  might  have  been  carried. 
With  velpccltothe  fermons,  which 
are  ten  in  number,  two  upon  the 
nature  of  praver  in  general,  and 
eight   upon   our   Lord's  prayer, 


there  certainly  could  be  no  other 
real  on  tor  publifhing  them  than  to 
obtain  the  benefit  of  a  large  lub- 
fcri prion.    The  prefent  biographer, 
that  he  mi^ht  be  able  to  foim  art 
cxacl  judgment,  hath,  with  exem- 
plary patience,  read  them  all;  ami 
he  is  obliged  to  proncuncc  concern- 
ing them,  that  they  are  wrritten 
with  an  uniform  mcdiocritv;  and 
if  he  were  to  add  dulnefs.  he  would 
not  be  far  from  the  truth.  There 
is  no  animation  in  the  diicounes; 
nor  could  a  linglc  palLge  be  frlect- 
ed  fiom  them,  which  cil'nluys  the 
fire  of  genius,  or  the  force  ot  ima- 
gination.   The  lenrirrcnts  are  prac- 
tical, and  not  ufually  to  be  found 
fault   wiih;  but   there  is   not  a 
thought  that  is  new,  or  which  in- 
dicates any  peculiar   tlrcngrh  of 
conception.    The  llvle  is  perfpi- 
cuous,  without  the  ieatf  prcenfun* 
to  elegance.    There  is  a  dull  tor- 
mality  in  it,  and  we  often  meet 
with  the  words  thereto,  theretiom, 
herefrom,  whereof,  hereunto,  and 
others  ot  a  like  kind.    The  fer- 
mons  have  all  the  air  as  if  thep  had 
been  compofed  by  fome  pla:n  cler- 
gyman in  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
tury.   On  'he  whole,  we  have  no 
idea  that  Mr.  Churchill  could  hate 
been    the   author  ot   them;  f.r 
furely  whatever  c^mr  from  his  pen 
mull  have  manifelrcd  fome  traces  of 
the  natural  vigour  and  acutencfj  of 
his  mind.      He   probably  found 
them  in  his  father's  clol'et. 

*«  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1764,  our  poet  went  to  France,  to 
pay  a  vilit  to  his  friend  Mr.  Willcca, 
who  was  then  in  that  kingdom.  Mr. 
Humphrey  Cotes  was  of  the  party. 
They  met  at  Boulogne,  w  here  Mr. 
Churchill  was  fcized  with  a  miliary 
fever,  which  baffled  the  medical 
aid  of  two  phyficians  ot  Ik.  1 1 1  and 
reputation  by  whom  he  was  attend- 
ed.   Mr.  Cotes,  who  was  a  great 
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advocate  for  Dr.  James's  powder, 
inUUcd  upon  applying  it ,  to  which 
the  phyhcLns  confcntcd,  but  laid, 
that  the  battle  was  loll     They  ob- 
served, at  the  fame  tin.e,  that  it  the 
powder  produced  any  favourable  ef- 
fect, it  would  operate  as  a  cathartic, 
or  by  pcifpiration  ;   but  that  if  it 
acted  as  an  emetic,  (which  was  in 
fact  the  cafe)  the  patient  would  be 
immediately  carried  off.   The  event 
coneSpmuled  with  their  prediction, 
and   Mr.  Churchill  departed  this 
life  on  the  tourth  of  November,  at 
ltoulognc,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year 
of  his  age.    When  the  violence  of 
the  dilordcr  threatened  his  d involu- 
tion, the  phyiicians,  according  to 
the  law  of  France,  were  obliged  to 
acquaint  the  church  with  his  danger, 
that  the  priefts  might  attend  to  per- 
form thur  Spiritual  functions,  and 
especially,  as  being  a  proteftant,  to 
uic  their  endeavours  for  his  conver- 
sion.    Accordingly,    they  again 
and  again  demanded  admillion  for 
this   purpofe;    but  Mr.  Wilkes, 
•with  th3t  politenefs,  addrefs,  and 
good   fenfe  which  he  is  So  well 
known  to  poflels,  parried  their  at- 
tempts, and  prevented  them  from 
troubling  his  dying  friend.  Mr. 
Davies,  in  his  Life  of  Garrick,  up- 
on what  he  thinks  good  authority, 
hath  related,  that  Churchill's  laft 
words  were,  44  What  a  tool  have  I 
been  !"  Though  he  might,  on  Seve- 
ral accounts,  have  had  too  much 
caufe  to  make  fuch  a  reflection,  it 
is  not  true  that  it  was  made  by  him. 
This  wc  have  been  allured  of  by 
Mr.  Wilkes,  whole  tcltimony  upon 
the  Subject  muft  be  decifive  ;  and 
the  fame  gentleman  hath  informed 
the    world,  that  the  goodnefs  of 
Churchill's  heart  and  the  firmnefs 
of  his  philofophy  were  in  full  luftre 
during  the  whole  lime  of  his  very  Se- 
vere illncSs ;  and  that  the  amazing 
feculifct  of  his  miud  were  not  in  the 
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leaft  impaired  till  within  a  few  mo- 
ments before  his  death.  The  de- 
cease of  a  man  of  fo  much  celebrity, 
and  of  Such  popularity  with  a  large 
part  of  the  nation,  could  not  be 
received  with  indifference  ;  e Speci- 
ally confidering  the  early  period  of 
his  life,  and  the  Ihort  courfe  of  fame 
which  he  had  run.  He  was  greatly 
lamented  by  his  acquaintance  and 
admirers  ;  but  no  one  was  So  deeply 
affected  with  his  death  as  Robert 
Lloyd.  The  news  of  the  melan- 
choly event  being  announced  to  him 
Somewhat  abruptly,  while  he  was 
fitting  at  dinner,  he  was  Seized  with 
a  Sudden  uckneSs,  and  Saying  44 1 
fli.ill  follow  poor  Charles,"  took  to 
his  bed,  from  which  he  never  rofc 
again.  Rclides  Churchill's  great 
perSonal  friendfhip  for  Lloyd,  he 
had  been  remarkably  generous  to 
him  during  his  confinement  in  the 
Fleet,  having  all  that  time  allowed 
him  a  regular  ftipend.  Such  was, 
at  firfr,  the  cnthufiafm  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Churchill's  memory,  that  there 
was  a  talk  of  erecting  a  monument 
to  him  in  Weftminfter-Abbcy ;  but 
the  idea  Soon  Subfided,  and  will 
Scarcely  ever  be  revived.  The  fol- 
lowing inscription  in  the  cloSe  ftyle 
of  the  ancients,  and  engraven  ou  a 
Sepulchral  urn  of  alabailer,  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  in* 
tended  by  him  to  give  the  true  cha- 
racter of  our  author,  as  a  friend,  a 
poet,  and  a  patriot, 

44  CAROLO  CHURCHILL, 
**  Amico  jucundo, 
44  Pocta?  acri, 
44  Civi  optimc  de  patria  memo, 
44  P. 

4<  Johannes  Wilkes,  176$." 

44  Our  opinion  of  Churchill,  asm 
poet,  is  fufKciently  apparent  from 
what  hath  already  becu  (aid.  Thar 
he  had  great  force  of  genius  cannot 
juffly  be  denied;  and  there  aie 

fcarcely 
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icarccly  any  of  his  performances  in 
which  the-  natural  vigour  of  his 
mind  is  not  in  fome  inftances  dis- 
played.   It  muft,  at  the  fame  time, 
be  acknowledged,  that  he  is  very 
unequal  in  his  compofuions.  Writ- 
ing from  a  fpirit  of  party,  being 
defirous  of  gratifying  the  eagerncts 
of  his  admirer?,  and  having  a  view 
to  his   cuftomary  tax  of  half  a 
crown  for  each  of  his  publications, 
be  was  too  rapid  in  fending  them 
into  the  world,  and  too  foiicitous  to 
fill  up  the  quantity  of  pages  expect- 
ed from  him,  to  attend  to  the  ne- 
ceflary  aft  of  blotting.    In  his  ver- 
fication  there  is  fometimes  fuch  a 
loofenefs  of  contexture,  as  brings  to 
our  memory  Oldham  and  feveral  of 
the  poets  of  the  lad  century  ;  whilft 
at  other  times  he  amply  (hews  how 
well  he  under  flood  all  the  power  of 
ffrong  and  harmonious  numbers.  If 
his  life  had  been  protracted,  if  he 
had  been  placed  in  an  independent 
fituation,  if  he  could  have  united 
application  with  leifure,  he  might 
have  been  capable  of  producing 
fome  grand  work,  which  would  have 
refcued  his  name  for  ever  from  obli- 
vion.   Should  it  be  thought  that  a 
few  of  his  friends  have  extolled  hint 
beyond  his  merit,  it  muft  be  allow- 
ed that  by  many  perfons  he  was  un- 
duly depreciated.    He  hath  afforded 
a  remarkable  inftance  of  a  fudden 
and  (hort-lived  celebrity,  and  of  a 
more  than  ufual  rapidity  in  the  neg- 
lect paid  to  his  writings.  Perhaps 
nothing  will  revive  the  memory  of 
them,  fo  as  to  caufe  them  to  be 
again  generally  read,  excepting  a 
new  edition  with  notes,  fully  ex- 
plaining the  fatirical  and  hiftorieal 
allufions.     This  was   what  Mr. 
Churchill  himfelf,   before  his  dc- 
ceafe,  wifhed  to  be  done.    In  his 
will  is  the  following  paffagc  :  41  I 
defcre  my  dear  friend,  John  Wilkes, 


efq.  to  collect  and  publiflt  my  workf 
with  the  remirks  and  explanations 
he  has  prepared,  and  any  others  he 
thinks  proper  tt»  make."  Whether 
Mr.  Wilkes  will  ever  have  leifure  or 
inclination  to  comply  with  this  re- 
qucft,  we  are  not  able  to  fay.  Per- 
haps the  time  is  not  yet  arrived  for 
taking  away  the  veil  from  certain 
objects  ;  and  perhaps  it  may  never 
be  de Arable  to  revive  party  matters, 
which,  though  not  funk  into  obli- 
vion, have  happily  ceafed  to  inflame 
the  paflions  of  the  mind. 

"  Few  of  Mr.  Churchill's  juvenile 
pieces  have  made  their  way  to  the 
prefs.    Some  of  them  arc  to  be  met 
with  in  a  periodical  work,  entitled 
44  The  Library,"  which  was  pub- 
limed  a  little  more  than  twenty  yean 
ago;  and  the  poetical  department 
of  which  was  conducted,  for  feveral 
months,  by  our  author  and  his 
friend  Lloyd.    Six  of  Churchill's 
Letters  to  Mr.  Wilkes  are  in  the 
collection  printed  by  that  gentleman 
in  1769.    Our  poet  was  a  mod  ar- 
dent admirer  of  Dryden,  but  had 
contracted  an  enmity  to  Pope.  7  he 
reafons  of  it,  which  are  fully  af- 
figned  in  the  publication  jufl  refer* 
red  to,  do  not  appear  to  be  fatif- 
factory.    A  fincere  regard  to  Pope 
is  not  inconliftent  with  the  mod 
zealous  admiration  of  Dryden.  Mr. 
Churchill  left  two  fons,  the  young- 
eft  of  whom  was  gencrouily  edu- 
cated at  the  cxpence  of  doctor,  now 
fir  Richard  Jcbb,  ban. 

4i  Our  author  has  unhappily  added 
another  name  to  the  catalogue,  al- 
ready too  numerous  in  literary  hif- 
tory,  of  thofe  men  of  genius  who 
would  have  arifen  to  a  much  greater 
excellence  in  writing,  and  to  a  far 
more  illuftrious  reputation,  had 
their  intellectual  talents  been  ac- 
companied with  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  virtue," 
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The  LIFE  of  Dr.  CLAYTON,  Bilhop  of  CLOGHER. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

u  ^^Layton  (Robert),  an  excellent  tion,  which  he  was  well  able  to  do 
\j  and  learned  prelate  of  the   in  the  manner  that  was  entirely 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  was  born  at   agreeable  to  his  own  inclinations, 
Dublin,  in  the  year  169$*    The   by  his  having  come  into  the  poflef- 
famjly  from  which  he  was  defcend-    fion  of  an  affluent  cftate,  in  confe- 
cd,  were  the  Claytons  of  Fulwood   quence  of  his  father's  deccale.  Some 
in  Lancafhirc,  whofe  eftate  he  be-   time  before  his  marriage,  with  a 
came  polIeHed  of,  by  right  of  inhe-   fcrupulofiry  very  unufual,  he  openly 
ritance.    His  father,  Dr.  Clayton,   refigned  his  fellowfliip,  without  tak- 
was  minifter  of  St.  Michael's,  Dub-    ing  the  leaft  mcafures  to  obtain  in 
lin,  and  dean,  of  Kildare;  who,  be-   lieu  of  it  any  ccclcfiaftical  benefice, 
ing  delirous  that  his  fon  Robert   The  lady  he  married  was  Catharine, 
fliould  receive  the  belt  claflical  cdu-   daughter  of  lord  chief  baron  Don- 
cation,  fent   him  to  Weftminfter   nellan.    Her  fortune,  which  was 
fchool ;  where,  bcfidcs  enjoying  the   not  conlidcrable,  he  made  a  prefent 
inductions  of  the  able  matters  of  of  to  her  filler.    He  behaved  with 
that  fchool,  he  was  put  under  the   the  fame  generofity  to  his  own  three 
private  tuition  of  Zachary  Pearce,    lifters :  for,  not  thinking  the  pro- 
then  a  king's  fcholar,  and  afterwards    vifion  that  had  been  made  for  them 
fucceflively  bifliop  of  Bangor  and   to  be  fufttcient  for  fupporting  the 
Rochefter.    From  fuch  a  connex-   genteel  ftyle  of  life  in  which  they 
ion,  Mr.  Clayton  could  not  avoid   had  been  educated,  he  gave  to  each 
deriving  particular  advantage  ;  and   of  them  as  much  more  as  had  been 
the  two  young  gentlemen  formed  a   bequeathed  to  them  by  their  father** 
mutual  friendihip,  which  was  pre-  will.    He  has  often  been  heard  to 
ferved,  by  a  regular  correfpondence,    relate,  with  pleafantry,  the  pains 
to  the  end  or  their  lives     From    which  his  father  took  to  engage  him 
Wcftmtrrfter  fchool,    Dr.  Clayton   to  fcek  after  a  wife  with  a  plentiful 
Tcmoved  his  fon  to  Trinity  College,    dowry.    The  old  gentleman,  in  or- 
Dublirt,  of  which,  in  due  time,  he   der  to  obtain  his  Ion's  compliance, 
became    a   fellow.     Not  fatisfied    would  argue,  that  a  lady's  beftow- 
with  having  received  a  merely  fcho-   ing  upon  him  a  large  fortune,  was 
laftic  education,  he  was  delirous  of  the  fureft  teftimony  flie  could  exhi- 
adding  to  it  the  benefits  of  foreign   bit  of  her  fincere  and  unfeigned  af- 
travel ;  and  accordingly  made  the   fecYion.     But  our  doctor,  whofe 
tour  of  Italy  and  France.    From   mind  was  far  raifed  above  pecuniary 
whom  Mr.  Clayton  received  holy   confiderations,  was  refolved  to  fol- 
orders,   what  preferments  he  had   low  the  dictates  of  his  own  heart. 
t>efore  he  was  raifed  to  the  cnifco-   He  valued  money  only  for  the  ho- 
pacy,   and  when  he  took  his  de-   nourable  ufe  which  might  be  made 
*grees,  we  are  not  informed  ;  only    of  it ;  and  liberality  and  munifi- 
we  find,  that  he  was  become  Doclor    cence  confiituted  a  prime  part  of  his 
ivinity  in  1729.    In  1728,  he   character.    It  was  an  extraordinary 
c4  i$to  the  matrimonial  jcla-   inftance  of  this  difpofitioo,  which 
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it  may  be  collected,  that  die  was  a   manner  in  which  Dr.  Clayton  had 
woman  of  intercft  and  fpirit,  and    fpent  his  time,  was  foon  removed ; 
probably  of  ambition.    What  the   and  the  whole  world  became  con- 
primate  propofed  was,  that  Dr.  Horr,    viiiecd  of  his  folid,  various,  and 
bilhop  of  Kilmore,  mould  be  re-    extenfive  learning.    Excepting  a 
moved  to  Derry,  and  Dr.  Clayton    letter  written  to  the  Royal  Society, 
to  Kilmore.     This   arrangement,   upon  a  fubject  of  no  great  confe- 
however,  did  nor  take  place.    It   rjuence,  his  firft  publication  was  an 
was  thought  neceiriry  for  the  pub-       Introduction  to  the  Hiftory  of 
lie  fervice  that  the  excellent  Dr.  the  Jews,"  which  was  afterwards 
Rundle,  who  had  been  unjuftly  and   tianfiatcd  into  French,  and  printed 
malignantly  perfecutcd  in  England,   at  Leyden.    Not  having  feen  this 
lhould  be  promoted  to  the  biihopric   performance,  we  cannot  afceitain 
of   Derry ;  and  the  government   the  year  of  its  appearance.  Our 
took  the  oppoitunity,  which  hap-   prelate's  next  work  was,  *•  The 
pened  not  long  after,  of  advancing   Chronology  of  the  Hebrew  Bible 
Dr.  Clayton  to  the  fee  of  Cork,    vindicated  ;   the    Facts  compared 
from  whtch  he  was  tranflatcd  to  that   with  other  ancient  Hiftories,  and 
of  Clogher,  in  1745.  Difficulties  explained,  from  the 

"  Hitherto  we  have  feen  little  or   Flood  to  the  Death  of  Mofes  ;  to- 
nothing  of  our  prelate  in  his  lire-   gether  with  fome Conjectures  in  Re- 
rary  capacity  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,    lation  to  Egypt,  during  that  Period 
that  he  had  been  many  years  a  bifliop  of  Time  ;  alfo  two  Maps,  in  which 
before  he  was  at  all  known  in  the  are  attempted  to  be  fettled  the  Jour- 
world  as  a  man  of  eminent  learning,    neyings  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael." 
It  is  certain,  that  he  laid  a  good   This  elaborate  production  was  print- 
foundation  of   literature  in  early   ed  in  quarto,  in  1747,  and  contains 
life,  and  his  progrefs  in  it  might    a  variety  of  obfervations,  which 
be  greater  than  was  commonly  ap-   defcrve  the  attention  of  the  learned 
prehended ;  but  this  was  a  fecrct,   reader.    From  the  time  of  Ufher, 
at  leaft  to  his  acquaintance  in  ge-   the  chronology  of  the  Hebrew  Bi- 
neral.    Being  diftinguiihcd  for  the   b!e  has  bceu  generally  adopted  by 
politenefs  of  his  manners,  converf-   the  divines  of  our  own  country.  Of 
ing  much  with  the  ladies,  and  mix-   late,  indeed,  that  of  the  Scptuagint 
ing  frequently  in  public  ibcicty,  the   has  been  ably  defended  by  Mr. 
character  of  the  lcholar  was  loft  in    Jackfon  ;  and  fpcculative  men  will 
that  of  the  gentleman.    It  is  in-   find  abundant  caufc  for  doubt,  with 
deed,  probable,  that  his  application   regard  to  a  fubject  which  will  always 
to  ftuay  grew  more  intenfe  as  he   be  attended  with  difficulties  th.it  arc 
advanced  in  years  ;  and  he  is  men-   not  capable  of  being  eafily  and  fully 
tioned  as  an  inftancc  (we  prefume   explained.    In  1749,  bifhop  Clay- 
not  to  fay  that  it  is  an  uncommon  one)    ton  publilhcd  a  «*  Diflertation  on 
of  a  man's  having  been  rendered   Prophecy;"  in  which  he  endea- 
better  by  his  exaltation  to  a  bilhop-  voureJ  to  (hew,  from  a  joint  com- 
xic.    So  unfavourable  an  idea  was   pnrifun  of  the  Prophecies  of  Daniel, 
entertained  of  his  erudition,  that    and  the  Revelations  of  St.  John, 
when  he  publiftied  his  firil  work  it   that  the  final  end  of  the  difperfion 
was  not  believed  to  be  his  own.    of  the  Jews  will  be  coincident  with 
But  this  prejudice,   which  arofe  the  ruin  of  the  popedom,  and  rake 
from  an  ignorance  of  the  valuable   place  about  the  year  2000.    If,  in 
1784.  ,  B  *f- 
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difcufling  matters  of  fo  difputaMc  a 
nature,  our  author  fli>uld  be  thought 
to  h  ive  faijtd  in  preciftly  cfiabl lin- 
ing the  point  he  had  in  view,  it  may 
be  remembered,  that,  if  he  hag 
been  mittaken,  he  has  only  erred 
with  many  able  men  who  have  gone 
before  him  in  the  fame  walk,  of 
theological  literature.  The  Differ, 
tation  on  Prephecy  was  followed  by 
an  "  Impartial  Enquiry  into  the 
Time  of  the  Coming  of  the  Mef- 
Jiah,"  in  two  letteis  to  an  eminent 
Jew,  printed  firft  fcparately,  and 
then  together,  in  1 7 5 1 •  In  thefe 
letters,  and  efpccially  in  the  fecend 
of  them,  the  bifliop  of  Cloghcr 
difplays  himfelf  to  great  advantage. 
The  arguments  arc  addrefled  iblcly 
to  the  Jews,  to  convince  them  of 
their  error  in  rejecting  the  melTiah- 
iliip  of  Jcfus  ;  and  the  fuhject  is 
treated  of  with  true  learning,  can- 
dour, and  judgment.  In  the  fame, 
year  (1751)  appeared  the  *•  Eflay 
on  Spirit;"  a  performance  which 
excited  a  very  general  attention, 
which  has  not  yet  loft  its  celebrity, 
and  which  was  productive  of  a  large 
and  fruitful  controverfy.  The  whole 
title  of  the  book  is,  44  An  Eflay  on 
Spirir,  wherein  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  is  confidcred  in  the  Light 
of  Reafon  and  Nature,  as  well  as  in 
the  Light  in  which  it  was  held  by 
the  ancient  Hebrews,  compared  alio 
with  the  Doctrine  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament ;  with  an  Enquiry 
into  the  Sentiments  of  the  primitive 
fathers  of  the  Church,  and  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  main- 
tained by  the  Egyptians,  Pythago- 
reans, and  Piatonills ;  together  with 
fome  Remarks  on  the  AthanafiV.n 
and  Nicene  Creeds,"  8vo.  It  is 
plain,  from  this  long  title  page, 
that  the  work  abounds  with  various 
difculfion;  and,  indeed,  the  author 
hath  given  fiec  Icopc  to  his  fpecti- 
lations.    Beginning  with  a  fcnei  of 


metaphyseal  obfervations,  he  rifes, 
by  degrees,  to  his  principal  object, 
w  iiii.  li  is  to  aflert  the  inferiority  ot 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Spirir,  to  the 
Father  ;  and  this  point  he  hath  fuf- 
tained  with  lingular  ingenuity,  and 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  ability. 
We  think,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  hath  indulgecd  too  freely  to  ima- 
gination and  conjecture ;  and  that 
he  might  have  confined  the  quef- 
tion,  with  greater  advantage,  to  the 
dircd  and  limple  ftandard  of  fcrip- 
ture.  In  the  dedication  of  the 
work  to  Dr.  George  Stone,  ihen 
lord  primate  of  Ireland,  the  matter 
of  fubfeription  is  confidered  ;  and 
it  is  contended,  that  the  articles  of 
religion  arc  only  required  to  be  fub- 
feribed  as  articles  of  peace.  What 
the  writer  has  advanced  upon  this 
head  hath  had  fome  proper  ltricturcs 
made  upon  it  by  the  acute  and 
learned  author  of  the  Confeflional. 
But  though  our  efi'ayitt  was  for  ad- 
mitting fubfeription  w  ith  a  certain  la- 
titude, he  thought  that  the  doctrines 
impofed  ought  to  be  as  plain,  few, 
and  iundamt  ntal  as  poflihle  ;  and  he 
ardently  wiflied  for  fomc  degree  of 
reformation  in  the  church,  and  ef- 
pccially for  the  abolition  of  the 
Athanafian  Creed. 

"  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and 
hitherto  not  known  in  the  world, 
that  the  Efl*iy  on  Spirit  was  not  ac- 
tually written  by  the  bifliop  of 
Cloghcr.  The  real  author  of  it 
was  a  young  clergyman  in  our  pre- 
late's diocefe,  who  fhewed  the  ma- 
nufcript  to  his  lordftiip,  and,  for 
rcafons  which  may  cafily  be  con- 
ceived, exprcflcd  his  fear  of  ven- 
turing to  print  it  in  his  own  name. 
The  bifliop,  with  that  romantic 
gencrofity  which  marked  his  cha- 
racter, readily  took  the  matter  upon 
himfelf;  and  determined  to  fulrain 
ali  the  obloquy  that  might  arife 
from  the  publication.   He  did  not, 

in- 
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indeed,  abfolurrly  avow  th<?  wo  k, 
ndr  could  he  do  it  with  truih  :  b  it 
by  letting  it  pafs  from  hi ^  hands  to 
the  prcrs,  and  covering  it  with  the 
dedication,  which  was  of  his  own 
writing,  he  managed  the  aftair  in 
fucli  a  manner,  that  the  ucatife  was 
univerfally  afcribed  to  him  ;  and  it 
was  openly  coniidercd  as  his,  in  all 
the  attacks  to  which  it  was  expofed. 
Few  pcrfons,   excepting  Dr.  Bar- 
nard, the  prefent  dean  of  Deny, 
knew  the  facT:  to  be  otherwife  ;  and 
he   hath  authorized  Dr.  Thomas 
Campbell  to  allure  the  public,  that 
the  bifliop  of  Clogher  was  only  the 
adopted  father  of  the  14  Eflay  on 
Spirit."*    One  effect  of  our  prelate's 
conduct  in  this  matter  was,  his  be- 
ing prevented  from  rifingto  a  higher 
feat  in  the  church.    In  1752,  upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  Hort,  he  was  re- 
commended by  the  duke  of  DorHt, 
then  viceroy  of  Ireland,  to  the  va- 
cant archbifliopric  of  Tnam.  But  a 
negative  was  put  Upon  him  in  Eng- 
land, folcly  on  account  of  his  being 
regarded  as  the  writer  of  the  ElTa\ . 

11  The  next  appearance  ot  Dr. 
Clayton  from  the  ptefs,  was  in  a 
work  undoubtedly  hi:  own  ;  a:  d 
that  was  his  **  Vindication  of  the 
Hiftories  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
tament ;  in  anfwer  to  the  Objec- 
tions of  the  late  Lord  Bolingbroke  ; 
in  two  Letters  tj  a  voung  Noble- 
man,"  8*0.  175-"  •  This  was  only 
the  firft  part  of  hisdefign,  and  if  is 
executed  with  great  ati'/uy.  The 
millakcs,  in  particular,  to  which 
lord  Bolingbroke's  objections  to  fe- 
deral pin »  of  fcripture  were  owing, 
arc  well  expofed  and  confuted,  J 14 
17^3,  the  bifliop  of  Ciogher  pub- 
lifbcd  44  A  Journal  from  Grvmd 
Cairo  to  Mount  Sin.«t,  and  back 
again.  Tranflated  fion  a  M.inj- 
fcripr,  written  by  the  F.cfetJo  <A 
Egypt,  in  Company  wbh  the  Mif- 
fiv/nui  its  Je pof  agan  'a        at  Grai.d 
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Caho.    To  which  are  r.ddi  J,  fome 
Remarks  on  the  Origin  of  Hicro- 
glvphics  rind  the  Mythology  of  the 
ancient  Heathens."    Dedicated  to 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  London, 
4fo.    An  edition  was  Hkcwife  print- 
ed in  The  hifhop,  having  be- 
come poilcflcd  of  the  original  Jour- 
nal from  Grand  Cairo  to  Mount 
•  inai,  and  which  had  been  men- 
toned  by  Dr.  Pucocke  in  his  Tra- 
vels through  the  La  ft,  communi- 
cated this  tranihtion  of  it  to  the 
Sacicfy  of  Antit|uarics,  with  a  view 
of  exciting  them  to  make  fome  en- 
quiry into  certain  ancient  charac- 
ters,  which,  as  appears  from  the 
Journal,    arc  differed  in  great 
numbers  in  the  uildcrnefs  of  Sinai, 
AS  a  place  well  known  I  y  the  name 
of  Gehcl  cl  Mokarah,  or  the  writ' 
ten  Mountain;.    By  carefully  copy- 
ing a  good  qua  jt'rv  of  thefe  letters, 
his  lordfliip   apprehended  that  the 
ancient  Hebrew  character,  which  is 
now  loft,  might  be  recovered  ;  and 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  a  perfon 
wc:c  fent  on  pui  pole  to  live  for  fome 
ti  ne  nr  Tor,  0,1  the  coaft  of  the 
K.cu  ^ea,  he  n.i.  !:t  make  fuch  an 
a  :a  i..:nrane::  with  the    rabs  living 
near  the  Written    Moun  aius,  by 
the  civility  of  liis  behaviour,  and 
frequently  n  akii^  them  fmuil  prc- 
fents,  that  it  woo  id  lye  no  gtea:  dif- 
ficulty, in  lix  months,  or  there- 
about, to  r,t:.iin  tlic  defired  end. 
As  t1  i.  would  vc(]u.rc  a  go  »d  capa- 
city in  tii-  pevf,  n  empl  ycd,  and 
be  attended,  bkuwifc,   with  confi- 
derable     cxpcncc,      Dr.  Clayton 
thought  proper  to  apply  to  the  So-' 
cieiy  abovcnuT.tiomd,  to  lock  out 
f  >i  fome  man  ot  ;iuh  educa-ion  and 
ch.iracVr  as  well  cpialiiicd  him  for 
th:  umhmking.    The  hi/hop,  at 
the  fame  time,  r  tiered  to  bear  any 
pvcpoit-ou  ot  th*  e*pc  ce  the  fo- 
eictv  H  0  ib!  think  lir,  iu  o:Jcr  to 
have  th    d:(ig:i  thoroughly  etTerted. 
B  x  *  The 
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The  fum  which  he  propofed  to  give,  tions  were  ;  and  he  exprcfles  his 
agreeably  to  the  cultomary  genero-  fear,  that  if  it  ever  fhould  be  dif- 
fity  of  his  temper,  was  a  hundred  covered  what  they  contain,  nothing 
pounds  a  year,  tor  five  years.  Be-  important  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
tides  procuring  a  copy  of  the  un-  difcovery.  If  our  recollection  doth 
known  characters  to  be  found  on  not  fail  us,  the  refearches  of  more 
the  mountains  of  Mokatah,  our  recent  travellers  have  been  equally 
prelate  had  another  object  in  view,  unfuccefsful. 

which  was,  to  have  a  particular  de-      41  In  1754,  the  bifhop  of  Cloghcr 
fcription  of  the  fecond  ftone  ftruck   favoured  the  literary  world  with  the 
by   Mofes,  as  mentioned  in  the   fecond  part  of  his  **  Vindication  of 
twentieth  chapter  of  Numbers.  Of   the  Hiltories  of  the  Old  and  New 
this  ftone,  which  has  lain  unno-   Teftament.    Wherein  the  Mofaical 
ticed  by  any  traveller  of  confe-   Hiftory  of  the  Creation  and  Deluge 
que  nee  for  fo  many  thoufand  ycar$,   is  philofophically  explained  ;  the 
mention  is  made  in  the  Journal    Errors  of  the  prefent  Theory  of  the 
from  Cairo^  and  it  wns  looked  upon    Tides  detected  and  rectified  :  toge- 
by  his  lord  (hip  as  an  attcftation  of  thcr  with  fome  Remarks  on  the 
the  truth  of  the  Mofaical  Hiftory   Plurality  of  Worlds.    In  a  Series 
written  by  the  finger  of  God.    For  of  Letters  to  a  young  Noblcmatu 
this  reafon,   independently  of  all    Adorned  with  feveral  explanatory 
curiofity,    the  bifhop   thought  it   Cuts,"  8*0.     This  tract  abounds 
would  be  worth  while  to  employ   with  curious  difquilitions,  and  with 
fome  perfon  to  go  thither,  who    learned  criticifm  ;  in  the  whole  of 
fhould  be  very  exact  in  his  defcrip-    which  the  author  hath  difplayed 
tion  of  it.     It  doth  not  appear,    lingular  iugenuity :  but  that  his 
that  any  meafures  were  taken  byv  judgment  is  equal  to  his  ingenuity, 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  in  con-    we  dare  not  take  upon  ourfelves  ab- 
fequence    of    thefe    proportions,   folutely  to  aftcrt.     Dr.  Clayton's 
However,  what  Dr.  Clayton  had   account  of  the  formation  of  the 
puUifhed  excited  the  attention  of  earth  and  of  the  deluge,  was  at- 
fucceeding  travellers.     The  cele-   tacked  by  Mr.  Alexander  Catcott, 
bra  ted  Mr.  Edward  Wortley  Mon-   a  gentleman  of  the  Hutchinfonian 
tagu,  in  particular,  made  a  journey    principles,  but  of  greater  learning 
from  Cairo  to  the  Defart  of  Sinai,    and  candour  than  ufually  have  ap- 
with  the  exprefs  ptirpofc  of  feeing    pea  red  in   the  advocates  for  Mr. 
and  defcribing  the  objects  propofed    Hutchinfon's  method  of  explaining 
by  the  bilhop.    With  regard  to  the    the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament. 
Written  Mountains,  chc  refult  of  Our  prelate's  next  publication  was 
his  enquiry  was  nor  agreeable  to   in  1755,  and  confuted  only  of  fome 
the  expectations  which  our  good    letters  which  had   palled  between 
prelate  had  formed  upon  the  fub-   his  lord  (hip,  when  bifhop  of  Cork, 
jeet.    On  examining  the  characters,    and  Mr.  William  Pm:i,  on  the  fub- 
Mr.  Montagu  was  greatly  difap-   ject  of  baptifm.    The  point  in  de- 
pointed,  in    finding  them   every    bate  wns,  What  is  the  baptifm  of 
where  interfperfrd  with  figuivs  of  Chrill,  and  wherein  does  it  confift  ? 
men  and  hearts,  which  convinced    Mr.  Penn  urged  the  arguments  of 
him  that  they  were  not  written  by    Mr.  Barclay,  to  (hew  that  the  bap- 
the  Ifraelites.    It  will  be  difficult,   tifm  of  the  Spirit  is  the  fame  with 
hefajs,  toguefs  what  the  inferip-   the  true  Chriftian  baptifm  com- 
manded 
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mandcd  by  our  Saviour,  Matthew 
xxviii.  19.  Oar  author  contended, 
on  the  other  h  ind,  that  the  true 
Chriltian  baptifm  is  to  continue  to 
the  end  of  the  world  ;  whereas  the 
baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  not 
continued,  but  ceafed  with  the  ceaf- 
ing  of  miracles. 

44  We  come  now  to  an  event  of 
great  confequence  in  the  bifliop  of 
Clogher's  lite.    He  had  long  been 
diflatisfied    with   the  Athanafian 
Creed,  nor  did  he  approve  of  the 
Nicenc  Creed  in  every  particular ; 
on  which  accounts  he  was  not  a  lit- 
tle diiturbed,  that  they  continued 
to  be  a  part  of  the  liturgy  of  the 
church.    Thefe  fentimcnts  he  had 
declared  in  his  writings  ;  but  this, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  a  Sufficient  dis- 
charge of  his  Chriftian  duty.  He 
determined,  therefore,  to  avow  the 
fame  fentimcnts  in  his  legiilative  ca- 
pacity ;  and  accordingly,  on  Mon- 
day, the  2d  of  February,  1756,  he 
propofed,    in   the  Irifli  houfe  of 
lords,  that  the  Nicene  and  Atha- 
nafian Creeds  fliould,  for  the  future, 
be  left  out  of  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland.    The  Speech 
which  our  prelate  delivered  upon 
this  interefting  occafion,  being  taken 
down  in  (hort-hand,  was  afterwards 
publi(hcd,  and  hath  gone  through 
feveral  editions.    When  the  bifliop 
returned  from  the  houfe  of  peers, 
he  cxpreflfed  to  a  gentleman,  who 
accompanied  him  in  his  coach,  his 
entire  Satisfaction  with  what  he  had 
done.    He  faid,  that  his  mind  was 
eafed  of  a  load  which  had  long  lain 
upon  it ;  and  that  he  now  enjoyed 
a  heart-felt  plcafure,  to  which  he 
had  been  a  ftrangcr  for  above  twenty 
years  br fore. 

44  Whatever  happinefs  the  bifhop 
of  Clogher  might  derive  from  thus 
complying  with  the  dictates  of  his 
own  conSciencc,  he  had  not  the  ad- 


ditional  felicity  of  obtaining  the 
approbation  of  his  auditors.  His 
fpecch  gave  great  and  general  of- 
fence, and  was  particularly  difgu fl- 
ing to  the  eccleliattical  lords.  The 
prim.te  faid,  that  it  maJe  his  tars 
tingU.   But,  though  fo  declared  and 
avowed  an  attack  upon  the  cibblifh- 
mcnt  was  regarded  in  a  very  atro- 
cious light,  no  meafurcs  were  taken 
for  calling  Dr.  Cla\  ton  to  an  ac- 
count for  it,  till  he  had  publiftied 
the  third  part  of  his  44  Vindication 
of  the  Hiftories  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament."     Jn  this  part, 
which  did  not  appear  till  the  year 
1757,  he  purfued  his  Speculations 
with  as  much  freedom  and  ardour 
as  ever.    The  nature  of  angels,  and 
the  Scriptural  account  of  the  fall 
and  redemption  of  mankind,  were 
the  objects  of  his  particular  exa- 
mination ;  bclidcs  which,  he  renew- 
ed his  attacks  upon  the  Trinity, 
and  contended  earneitly  for  the  ut- 
ronft  fteedom  of  enquiry  in  matters 
of  religion.    In  (horr,  he  gave  up 
So  many  doctrines  as  indcfcnfihle, 
and  advanced  others  So  contradic- 
tory to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  that 
the  governors  of  the  church  of  Ire- 
land determined  to  proceed  againft 
hira  ;  and  in  conScquence  of  this 
determination,  his  late  majefty  king 
George  the  Second,  was  advifed  to 
order  the   lord  lieutenant  of  the 
kingdom,  then  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
to  take  the  projxr  Steps  toward  a 
legal  profecution  of  the  bifhop  of 
Clogher.    A  day  was  accordingly 
fixed  tor  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Irifh  prelates  at  the  houfe  of  the 
primate,  to  which  Dr.  Clayton  was 
Summoned,  that  he  might  receive 
from  them  the  notification  of  their 
indentions.    A  cenforc  was  certain  ; 
a    deprivation    wis  apprehended. 
Bur,  before  the  time  appointed  ar- 
rived,  he  was  Sri  zed  with  a  nervous 
fever,  which  brought  him  to  liis 
B  3  difib« 
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difTblution,  on  the  2^th  of  Febru- 
ary, 17;  8.  It  i«  on  ail  hands 
agreed,  that  the  agitation  of  mine!, 
into  which  the  hifh  >p  was  thrown 
by  the  profecution  commenced  a- 
gainft  him,  was  the  immed  are  caufc 
of  his  death.  We  have  bicn  in- 
formed, that  nothing  attccbd  him 
fo  much  as  the  coniideration  that 
he  fhould,  on  this  occalion,  be  for- 
faken  by  his  royal  mailer.  It  does, 
indeed,  reflect  <!ifgi\»ce  on  the  me- 
mory o   lug  George  the  Second, 

'  *ic  fhoulv.  *hus  have  been  pre- 
vai  .  .>on  to  "he  countenance  to 
any  m  .  '  -  c  of  perfecution.  Had 
queen  Car.  line  been  living,  (he 
would  undoubtedly  have  protected 
the  prelate  of  hei  own  creation  ; 
and  who,  fuppofing  him  to  have 
been  miflaken  in  fomc  of  his  opi- 
nions, was,  ncverthclcfs,  dillin- 
gui'-cd  above  fcvcral  of  his  bre- 
thren on  the  ep'fcopal  bench,  both 
by  bis  abilities  and  \\U  virtues.  He 
was  far  fupcrior,  in  thefe  rcfpccXs, 
to  the  primate,  Dr.  George  Stone  ; 
who,  whatever  political  talents  he 
might  p«»(Vef?f  will  not  be  trans- 
mitted to  poiicrity,  with  any  extra 
ordinary  hid  re,  in  the  hillory  of 
religion  and  learning. 

44  The  pc_ifou  of  I  ifh  p  Clayton 
was  net  above  the  n  iddie  fize  ;  l  ot 
his  a'pctft  was  commanding  and 
his  countenance  extremely  pLaling. 
His  hair  was  daik,  his  eyes  of  the 
fame  colour,  and  though  Urge  they 
were  piercing.  His  complexion 
was  clear,  and  all  his  features  in 
fymmttry.  The  lineaments  of  his 
mind  were  not  lefs  fairly  rr.uvn. 
In  private  life  he  v.  as  much  esteem- 
ed, his  manners  King  polite  and 
chearful,  Vis  accotupllflimcnt?  high 
and  fmiflicd,  h;s  addreis  open  and 
<  ngn^ing.  He  happily  ur.ited  the 
dignity  of  the  great  ecrlefialtic  with 
thee  if-- of  ih-  fmc  g  ntleman.  His 
elocution  w.-s  din ::.ect  and  ready, 


Dr.  CLAYTON. 

his  preaching  frequent,  and,  as  it 
ought  uf  be,  plain  and  practical. 
The  object*  of  his  charity  were  un- 
commonly numerous,  the  fums  be- 
llowed by  him  large  ;  and  in  the 
true  fpiric  of  chrifti.^nity,  they  were 
given  with  fueh  piivacy,  that  his 
beneficiaries  feldom  fivv  the  hand 
by  whiv  h  they  wctc  relieved.  A 
peculiar  ehgance  diffufed  itfclt 
through  every  department  of  his 
domeflie  cecon<my.  His  tabic  was 
fuch  as  became  his  rank ;  but,  in 
the  enjoyments  of  it,  the  buhop 
himfelf  was  lingularly  temperate. 
His  favourite  amufement  was  ang- 
ling, in  which  he  was  a  great  pro- 
ficient. Though  he  lived  much  in 
fociery,  he  found  futficient  time  for 
ftudy,  by  always  riling  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  both  in 
lummer  and  winter.  By  the  union 
of  temperance  and  excrcife,  he  pre- 
fers ed  an  uncommon  (hare  of  health 
till  the  64th  year  of  his  age  ;  and 
irom  the  goodnefs  of  his  conftitu- 
tion,  a  far  longer  duration  of  life 
might  have  been  hoped  tor,  had  not 
tin-  preternatural  agitation  of  fpims 
above  mentioned,  thrown  him  into 
the  acute  diforder  of  which  he 
died. 

*'  On  Dr.  Clayton**  literary  abi- 
lities and  character,  after  w hat  has 
been  already  fa  id,  it  is  not  ncccflary 
to  enlarge.  It  is  apparent,  from  hts 
writings,  that  he  was  a  man  of  a 
great  capacity,  of  a  vigorous 'ima- 
gination, and  of  cjcrenfivc  learning. 
The  accuracy  of  his  judgment  does 
nut  fcem  to  have  been  equal  to  his 
other  qualities.  From  the  livciinefs 
of  his  fancy,  he  was  fotv.ctimes  car- 
tied,  pcihaps  too  boldly,  into  the 
regions  of  conjecture  :  but  thelc 
occalional  faults  were  amp!v  coin- 
penfated  for,  by  the  liberal  views 
of  thing?,  the  general  good  fenfe, 
and  the  variety  of  ufctul  informa- 
tion with  which  his  wotks  abound. 

The 
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The  very  learned  Mr.  Markland,  the  publication  of  Dr.  Clayton's 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Bowycr,  manufcripts  would  not  excite  an 
fays,  "  I  thank  you  for  the  billiop  extraordinary  attention,  or  be  at- 
of  Cloghcr,  who  I  think  was  a  great  tended  with  any  very  material  ad- 
man." vantage. 

"  Our  prelate  left  behind  him  "  We  forgot  to  mention,  in  the 

fcvcral  works  in  manufenpt,  which  proper  place,  that  the  bifhop  of 

are  now  in  the  poflctfion  of  his  cxe-  Clogher   was   a  member  of  the 

cutor,  Dr.  Barnard,  dean  of  Dcrry.  Royal  Society,  and  of  the  Society 

This  gentleman  is  of  opinion,  that  of  Antiquaries.    He  maintained  a 

they  would  do  no  diftionour  to  the  regular  correfpondence  with  fcvcral 

*  OX 

bifhop  ;  but  perlbnal  regard  to  the  gentlemen  of  eminent  literature  in 
deceafed,  and  a  tendcrnefs  to  his  this  country,  nnd,  among  the  reft-, 
memory,  which  the  dean  thinks  ha3  with  the  learned  printer,  Mr.  Bow- 
already  fuffered  fufficiently  for  what  yer,  to  whom  he  made  a  prcfent  of 
wa3  publiflied  in  his  life-time,  have  the  eopy-ri^ht  of  ail  his  works 
hitherto  induced  him  to  fupprefs  publiflied  in  England.  His  Lan- 
them,  led  they  fhould  again  revive  cafliire  eftate  he  bequeathed  to  his 
a  fubjec"t,  which  were  better  buried  ncarcft  male  heir,  Richard  Clayt-  n, 
in  oblivion.  Such  is  Dr.  Barnard's  efq.  chief  juftice  of  the  Common 
view  or  the  matter;  while  other  Pleas  in  Ireland;  but  the  great  eft 
perfons  may  perhaps  be  difpofed  to  fhare  of  his  fortune  is  inherited  by 
entertain  a  different  fentiment.  It  Dr.  Barnard,  who  m  irricd  his  niece, 
is  impolfiblc  to  prevent  the  Trini-  and  of  whom  we  need  not  fay,  that 
tarian  controvcrfv  from  being  per-  he  is  a  gentleman  whofc  refpc '"table 
petually  renewed  ;  but  it  is  pro-  chara&er  is  well  known  in  the 
bable  that,  in  the  prcfent  ftatc  of  it,  world. 


A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  of  Dr,  SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 

By  Thomas  Tyers,  Efq. 

This  Sketch  has  been  fent  us,  with  Enlargements,  for  Prefervation  ia 
our  New  Annual  Rcgilter ,  with  the  following  Motto  from  Prior  : 

"  Much  may  be  right,  yet  much  he  wanting." 

"  TT  7 HEN  Charles  the  Second  large  quantities  of  opium,  had  no 
V  V  W;,s  informed  of  the  rcaion  to  expect  that  he  could  fur- 
death  of  Cowley,  he  pronounced,  vive  another  fcafon  of  froft  and 
**  that  he  had  not  left  a  hotter  man  fnow.  His  contUtution  was  to- 
bchind  him  in  England."  It  may  tallv  brjken,  and  no  art  of  the 
be  affirmed  uith  truth,  that  this  phyfici  in  or  furgeon  could  protract 
was  the  cafe  when  Dr.  Johnfon  his  exiOenvjc  beyond  the  13th  of 
breathed  his  laft.  Thofe  who  ob-  December.  At  the  rcquclr  of  Mr. 
ferved  his  declining  ilate  of  health  Cruikfhank,  the  executors  pcr- 
daring  the  lalt  winter,  and  heard  mi: ted  his  body  to  be  opened,  oil 
his  complaints  of  painful  days  and  the  fuggcllion  that  \vs  internals 
flecplefs  nights,  for  which  he  took  might   be  '  uncommonly   alio  led, 

J]  4  which 
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which  was  the  cafe  on  inflection. 
The  dead  may  fometimcs  give  in- 
flection to  the  living.  The  Cyrus 
of  Xencphon  ordered  his  breath- 
lefs  body  to  fertilize  the  earth  that 
bad  given  it  nourishment.  John- 
fon's  infide  had  not  the  foundncis 
of  that  of  old  Parr  (as  related  by 
Harvey),  not  far  from  whom  he  is 
pow  depofited.  One  of  his  kidneys 
was  found  to  be  decayed.  He 
pevcr  complained  of  diforder  in 
that  region  (which  was  mortal  to 
his  friend  Mr.  Garrick) ;  and  pro- 
bably it  was  not  rhe  immediate 
caufe  of  his  diflTolution.  Perhaps 
•«  of  no  difenfe  he  i  ied,"  like  the 
character  from  the  Tragedian  ;  for 
who  can  tell  wherein  vitality  con- 
fifts?  Johnfon  could  h?ar,  per- 
haps, with  ambitious  fati&faction, 
that  he  was  to  be  buried  in  YVelt- 
minfter  Abbey :  for  the  love  of 
fame  is  the  lali  infirmity  of  noble 
minds,  and,  to  continue  quotation 
in  the  words  of  Dr.  Young, 

Nor  end*  with  life,  bat  nods  on 
fahle  plumes, 
•*  Adorns  our  hear  ft;,  and  flutters  on 
our  t omits." 

Poffibly  the  thought  or  talk  of  the 
incifions  of  anatomy  would  have 
difhirbed  his  imagination.  But,  in 
this  cafe,  w  hat  wa<s  not  prohibited 
was  permitted.  For  it  may  be 
ealily  aiked,  in  the  words  of  the 
foidicr  to  the  Ephcflan  Matron,  in 
Pctronius, 

•«  Id  cinerem  aut  manes  predis  curare 
fepultos  ?" 

It  might  be  thong}  ?  that  fo  flrong 
and  mufcular  a  body  might  have 
la  lied  many  years  longer ;  for  John- 
fon drank  nothing  bat  water,  nni 
Jem  nade  (by  way  of  indulgence) 
for  many  years,  almoft  uninter- 
ruptedly, without  ihe  taftc  of  any 
fermented  liquor  ;  and  he  wan  often 
abftincnt  from  animal  food,  and 


kept  down  feverim  fymptoms  by 
dietetic  management.  Of  Addifon 
and  Pope  he  ufed  to  obferve,  per- 
haps to  remind  himfelf,  that  they 
ate  and  drank  too  much,  and  thus 
(liortened  their  days.  It  w  as  thought 
by  many  who  dined  at  the  fame 
table,  that  he  had  too  great  an  ap- 
petite. This  might  now  and  then 
be  the  cafe,  but  not  till  he  had  fub- 
dued  his  enemy  by  famine.  But 
hi*  bulk  fecmed  to  require  now  and 
then  to  be  repaired  by  kitchen  phy- 
tic* To  great  old  age  not  one  in  a 
thoufand  arrives  How  few  were 
the  years  of  John 'on  in  compari- 
son of  thofe  of  Jenkins  and  Parr  ?  But 
perhaps  Johnfon  had  more  of  life 
bv  his  intenfenefs  of  living.  Jen- 
kins, as  it  is  expreffrd  on  his  me- 
morial in  Bolton  church  (in  which 
pnrifh  he  lived,  and  died,  at  the 
antediluvian  age  of  one  hundred 
and  fixty-ninc)  was  ba^py,  if  not 
in  the  variety,  yet  in  tha  duration 
of  his  enjoyments,  which  were  pro- 
bably of  fifliing  and  of  drinking. 
His  diet  was  coarfc  and  fobcr,  fays 
Cheyne.  John!"on*s  time  is  to  be 
dated  from  the  number  of  his  ideas. 
He  was  old  in  mind,  though  not 
comparatively  in  years.  Mod  peo- 
pic  die  of  difeafr.  He  was  all  his 
life  preparing  himfelf  for  drain ; 
but  particularly  in  the  laft  ftage  of 
his  aflhrna  and  dropfy.  **  Take 
care  of  your  foul— don*t  live  fuch  a 
life  as  I  have  done — don't  let  your 
bufinefs  or  d'llipafion  make  you 
neglect  your  fabbath"— were  now 
his  coniiant  inculcations.  Private 
and  public  prayer,  when  his  vi* 
fitors  were  his  audionce,  were  his 
confiant  exercifes.  He  cannot  be 
faid  to  be  weary  of  the  weight  of 
exiilence,  for  he  declared,  that  to 
prolong  it  only  for  one  year,  but 
not  for  thecomfortle  s  fenfarions  he 
had  la'ely  felt,  he  would  fufter  the 
amputation  of  a  limb,     He  was 

willing 
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willing  to  endure  pofitive  pain  for 
portable  pleafure.    But  he  had  no 
expectation  that  nature  could  bit 
much  longer ;  and  therefore,  for 
his  laft  week,  he  undoubtedly  aban- 
doned every  hope  of  his  recovery 
or  duration,  and  committed  his 
foul  to  God.    Whether  he  felt  the 
inftant  tlrokeof  death,  and  met  the 
king  of  terrors  face  to  face,  cannot 
be  known,  for  44  death  and  the  fun 
cannot  be  looked  upon,*'  fays  Ro- 
chefaucault.    But   the  writer  of 
this  has  reafon  to  imagine  that 
when  he  thought  he  had  made  his 
peace  with  his  Maker,  he  had  no- 
thing  to  fear.    He  has  talked  of 
fubmitting  to  a  violent  death,  in  a 
good  caulc,  without  apprehenfions. 
On  one  of  the  lail  vifits  from  his 
furgcon,  who,  on  performing  the 
puncture  on  his  legs,  had  allured 
him  that  he  was  better,  he  declared, 
44  he  felt  himfelf  not  lo,  and  that  he 
did  not  deli  re  to  be  treated  like  a  wo- 
man or  a  child,  for  thar  he  had  made 
up  his  mind."    He  had  travelled 
through  the  vale  of  this  world  for 
more  than  feventy-five  years.  It 
probably  was  a  wildernefs  to  him  for 
rrore  than  half  his  time.    But  he 
wa3  in  pofleflion  of  ieft  and  comfort 
and  p'enty,   for  the  latt  twenty 
years.    Yet  the  blelfings  of  for- 
tune and  reputation  could  not  com- 
penfate  to  him  the  want  of  health, 
which  purfued  him  through  his 
pilgrimage  on  earth.    Pojl  equitem 
fedet  atra  cura. 

For  when  we  mount  the  flying  ftced, 
*'  Siti  ghxwny  C»rc  behind." 

Of  the  hundred  fubl unary  things 
bellowed  on  mortals,  health  is  nine- 
ty-nine. He  was  born  with  a 
fcrophulous  habit,  for  which  he 
was  touched,  as  he  acknowledged, 
by  good  queen  Anne,  whofe  piece 
of  gold  he  carefully  preferved. 
But  even  a  Stuart  could  not  expel 
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that  enemy  to  his  frame,  by  a  touch. 
For  it  would  have  been  even  be- 
yond the  ilroakng  power  of  Great- 
rix  in  all  his  glory,  to  charm  it 
away.    Though  he  feemed  to  be  as 
athletic  as  Miio  himf  1%  and  in  his 
younger   days  performed  fevcral 
feats  of  activity,  he  was  to  the  lalt 
a  convullionary.    He  has  often 
ftcpt  afide,  toltt  nature  do  what  (lie 
would  with    him.    His  geftures, 
which  were  a  degree  of  St.  Vitus. *• 
dance,  in  the  ilreet,  attracted  the 
notice  of  many  ;  the  flare  of  the 
vulgar,  but  the  companion  of  tho 
better  fort.    This  writer  has  often 
looked  another  way,  as  the  compa- 
nions of  P(  tcr  the  Great  were  uled 
to  do,  while  he  was  under  the  (hort 
paroxyfm.     He   was  perpetually 
taking   aperient    medicines.  He 
could  only  keep  his  ailments  from 
gaining  ground.    He  thought  he 
was  worfe  for  the  agitation  of  aftive 
exercife.    He  was  afraid  of  his  dif- 
or.ier's  fcizing  h  s  head,  and  took 
all  poflible  care  that  his  und-rliand- 
ing  fliould  not  be  deranged.  Oran- 
dum  {/I,  nt  Jit  mens  J 'tt<  ,<  in  cor  pore 
fane.    When  hi*   kn  .vlcgc  from 
books,  and  he  knew  all  that  booka 
could    t-11    him,    h    conlidcrcd ; 
when  his  compolitions  in  verfe  and 
pTofc  are  enumerated  to  the  reader, 
(and  a  complete  lift  of  them,  where- 
ever  difperfed,  is  defirable)  ir  mult 
appear  extraordinary  he  could  ab- 
(rract  himfelf  lb  much  from  his 
fccli'igs,  and  that  he  could  purfue 
with  ardour  the  plan  he  laid  down 
of  ertabliflnng  a  great  reputation. 
Accumulating  learning    (and  the 
example  of  Barrctier,  whole  life  he 
wrote)  flicwed  him  1  uv  to  arrive  at 
all  fcicncc.    His  im:  ^inirion  often 
appeared  to  be  too  mighty  for  the 
controul  of  his  rea'on.   In  the  p.c- 
face  to  his  Dictionary,   he  fays, 
that  his  work  was  compofed  44  a- 
midrt  inconvenience  and  dillraction, 

in 
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in  ficknefs  and  in  forrow.'*  "  I 
never  read  thi*  preface,' *  fays  Mr. 
Home,  "but  it  makes  me  ihedrears." 

*«  It  this  memoir-writer  pMFefTed 
the  pen  of  a  Plutarch,  and  the  fub- 
jeft  is  worthy  of  that  great  biogra- 
pher, he  would  begin  his  account 
from  his  youth,  and  continue  it  to 
the  laft  pcr'.od  of  his  life,  in  the 
due  oidcr  ot  an  hitlorian.  What 
he  knows  and  can  recollect,  he  will 
perform.    His  father  (called  44  gen- 
tleman" in  the  parifli  rcgifier)  he 
favs  himfeU,  aud  it  is  alio  within 
memory,  was  an  old  bookfeller  at 
Litchfield,  and  a  whig  in  principle. 
The  father  of  Socrates  was  not  of 
higher  extraction,  nor  of  a  more 
honourable  profclfi  >n.    Oar  author 
was  born  in  that  citv :   and  the 
houte  ot  his  birth  was  a  few  months 
vifuerf  by  a  learned  acquaintance, 
the  information  of  which  was  trrate- 
ful  to  the  doctor.    It  may  probably 
be  engraved  for  fome  monthly  re- 
pository.    The  print  and  the  ori- 
ginal dwelling  may  become  as  emi- 
nent as  the  manlion  of  Shakfpcarc 
at  Stratford,  or  of  Era  fin  us  at  Rot- 
terdam.   He  com  po fed  a  poetical 
tfan/.a,  at  five  years  old,   on  his 
treading  on  a  duck.    If  it  is  to  be 
giveu  to  the  public,  it  ought  to  be 
with  authentication.    He  was  Her- 
cules in  his  cradle.    Could  Lopez 
del  Vega,  or  Cowley,  or  Milton,  or 
evan  Pope,  have  aflei red  more  truly, 
44  they  lifped  in  numbers  ?'*    It  is 
faid  of  fome  men,  they  hardly  had 
a  childhood,  but  arrived  to  early 
ripenefs,  juft  as  the  Ruffian  winter 
turns  into  fummer  without  palling 
through  the  fpring.    He  certainly 
mull  have  had  a  good  fchool  educa- 
tion.   He  was  enteied  of  Pembroke 
College,    Oxford,   Oct.  31,  1728, 
and  continued  there    for  ftvcral 
terms.    By  whofc  bounty  he  was 
fupported,  may  be  known  to  en- 
quiry.   While  he  was  there,  he 


was  negligent  of  the  college  rulei 
and   hours,  and  abfen.ed  himfclf 
from  fome  of  the  le<ftuic;t  for  which 
when  he  was  reprimanded  and  in- 
terrogated, he   replied  with  great 
rudenefs  and  contempt  of  the  lec- 
turer.   Indeed  he  delayed  an  over- 
bearing difpofition  that  would  not 
brook  controul,  and  (hewed  that,  like 
Carfar,  he  was  fitter  to  command 
than  to  obey.     This  dictatorial 
fpirit  was  the  leading  feature  in  his 
deportment  to  his  contemporaries. 
His  college  themes  and  declama- 
tions are  fiilt  remembered  ;  and  his 
elegant  tranftation  of  Pope's  Mcf- 
fiah  into  Latin  verfe  found  its  way 
into  a  volume  of  poems  publiflied 
by  one  Hulbands.    In  1735,  a^tcr 
having  been  fome  time  an  uflier  to 
Anthony    Black  wall,   his  friends 
alii  (led  him  to  fet  up  an  academy 
near  Litchfield.    Here  he  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  the  late  bi- 
ihop  Green,  then  an  ufherat  Litch- 
field, and  with  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne. 
As  the  fchool  probably  did  not  an- 
fwer  his  expectation,  (for  who  does 
not  grow  tired  of  teaching  others, 
efpecially  if  he  wants  to  teach  him- 
fclf r),  he  refolved  to  come  up  to 
London,  where  every  thing  is  to  be 
had  for  wit  and  for  money  (Rom* 
omnia  venalia)%  and  to  feek  his  for- 
tune.   He  was  accompanied  by  h  s 
pupil  Mr.  Gar  rick,  and  travelled 
on  horfeback  to  the  metiopolis  in 
March,  1737. 

"  The  time  and  bufinefs  of  this 
journey  are  before  the  public  in 
fome  letters  from  Mr.  Walmflcy, 
who  recommends  Johnfon  as  a 
writer  of  tragedy,  as  a  tranflator 
from  the  French  language,  and  as  a 
good  fcholar.  He  brought  with  him 
his  tragedy  of  Irene,  which  after- 
wards took  its  chance  on  Drury- 
lane  theatie.  Luckily  he  did  not  * 
throw  it  into  the  fire,  by  delign  or 
othcrwife,  as  Parfoa  Adams  did  hi« 

/Efchylus 
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JEfchylus  by  miftakc.    He  offered  few  years,  a  gentleman  in  a  high 

himfclf  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  book-  employment  under  government  was 

fellers  ;  44  for  he  was  bom  for  no  at  t  rcakLft  in  Gray's  inn,  where 

thing  but  to  write," —  Johnfoa  was  prtfenr,  and  was  com- 

.               ,  mending  the  excellent  prefcrvation 

"  Anouf[hm       J           "C  "  of  thc  ,Peechcs  of  both  houfcs»  ift 

And ETou'r  paffions  on  the  fide  of  truth."  «hc  Liliiput  Debates.    He  declared, 

he  knew  how  to  appropriate  every 

*'  The  hurry  of  this  pen  pic-  fpcech  without  a  fignature  ;  for  that 

vents  thc  recollcdion  of  his  iirft  every   pcrfon   lpokc  in  character, 

performances     But  he  ufed  to  call  and  was  ai  ccnainly  and  as  cafily 

Dodlley  his  patron,  becaufe  he  made  known  as  a  fpeaker  in  Homer  or  in 

him,  if  noi  tirft,  yet  belt  know  n,  by  Shakfpcare.     44  Very  likely,  Sir, 

printing  and  publifiiing,  upon  hia  faid  Johnfon,  aftiamcd  ot  having 

own  judgment,  his  fatite,   called  deceived  him,  but  I  wrote  them  in 

44  London,"  which  was  an  imitation  the  garret  where  I  then  lived."  Hi» 

of  one  of  Juvenal,  whole  gravity  and  pr-dtccflbr  in  this  oratorial  fabrica- 

fevcrity  of  cxprtffion  he  polk  fled,  tiou  was  Guthrie;  his  fucceflbr  in 

He  there  and  then  difcovcred  how  the  Magazine   was  Hawkefworth. 

able  he  was  14  to  catch  the  man-  It  is  faid,  that  to  prove  himfeif  equal 

ners    living  as  they  tile."    The  to  tnia  employment  (but  there  is  not 

poem  had  a  great  faie,  w.»s  applaud-  hifure  for  the  adjudment  of  chro- 

cd  by  the  public,  and  praifed  by  nology)  in  the  judgment  of  Cave, 

Mr.  Pope,  who,  not  being  able  to  he  undertook  the  life  of  lavage, 

difcovcr   the  author,   faid,   44  he  which  he  aliened  (not  incredible  of 

will  foon  be  dtttrrc."    In  1738  he  him),  and  valued  himfelf  upon  it, 

luckily  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  that  he  wrote  in  lix   and  thirty 

other  early  patron  Cave.  His  fpecches  hours.    In  one  night  he  alio  com - 

for  thc  fenateof  Liliiput  were  begun  pofed,  after  fiuifhing  an  evening  iti 

in  1740,  and  continued  for  fevcral  Hvlborn,  his  Hermit  of  Tencrilf. 

feliions.    They  palled  for  original  He  fat  up  a  whole  night  to  com- 

with  many  till  very  lately.  But  John-  pole  the   preface  to  the  Preci  p* 

fon,  who  dctcued  all  injurious  im-  tor. 

pofuion,  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  ««  His  eye-fight  was  not  good; 

acknowlegc  thc  innocent  deception,  but  he  never  wore  fpc&aclcs,  not 

He  gave  Smollett  notice  of  the  r  un-  on  account  of  fuch  a  ridiculous  vow 

originality,  while  he    was   going  as  Swift  made  not  to  ufc  rhem,  but 

over  his  hirtorical  ground,  and  to  be  becaufe  he  was  adored  they  would 

upon  his  guard  in  quoting  from  the  be  of  no  fervicc  to  him.    He  once 

Liliiput  Debates.    It  is  within  re-  declared,  that  he  44  never  (aw  the 

collection,  that  an  animated  fpeech  human  face  divine."    He  faw  het» 

he  put  into  the  mouth  of  Pitt,  in  ter  with  oue  eye  than  the  othert 

anfwer  to  thc  parliamentary  veteran  which  however  was  not  like  that  of 

Horace  Walpolc,  was  much  talked  Camoens,  the  Portuguefe  |>oer,  as 

of,   and    conhdered    as    genuine,  exprcflld  on  his  medal,    He  ebcfe 

Members  of  parliament  acknowlege  to  fay  ro  an  obferver  and  ioquirer 

that  they  reckon  themfclvcs  much  atter  the  apparent  blcmifh  of  hi* 

obliged  for  the  printed  account*  of  Utt  eye,  th;,t  *  he  had  not  feen  ou* 

debates    of  both  houfes,   becaule  of  that  jitilc  fcoundrcl  for  a  great 

they  are  made  to  fpeak  better  than  many  years."    44  It  is  inconccivr 

Ihey  do  in  thc  fenate.  Within  thefe  able,  he  ufed  to  obfci  vr,  ho^v  little 

5  light 
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light  or  fight  arc  neceflhry  for  the 
purpofe   of   reading."  Latterly, 
perhaps,  he  meant  to  fare  his  eyes, 
and  did  not  read  fo  much  as  he 
other  wife   would.     He  preferred 
tfonveriation  to  books;  but  when 
driven  to  the  refuse*  of  reading,  by 
being  left  alone,  he  then  attached 
himfclf  to  that  amufement.   44  Till 
this  year,  faid  he  to  an  intimate, 
1  have  done  tolerably  well  without 
deep,  for  I  have  been  able  to  read 
like  Hercules."     But   he  picked 
and  cu  led  his  companions  for  his 
midnight  hours,  44  and  chofe  his 
author  as  he  chofe  his  friend."  The 
mind  is  as  taftidious  about  its  intel- 
lectual meal  as  the  appetite  is  as  to 
irs  culinary  one  ;  and  it  is  obferv- 
ablc,  that  the  dim  or  the  book  that 
palls  at  one  time  is  a  banciuet  at  an- 
other.   By  his  innumerable  quota- 
tions you  would  fuppofe,  with  a 
great  pcrfonagc,  that  he  muft  have 
read  more  books  th;.n  any  man  in 
England,  and  have  been  a  mere 
book-worm  ;  but  he  acknowkged 
that  fuppofition  was  a  miitakc  in  his 
favour.    He  owned  he  had  hardly 
ever  read  a  book  through.  The 
pnfthumous  volumes  of  Mr.  Harris 
of  Sali&ury  (which  treated  of  fub- 
jeets  that  were  congenial  with  his 
own   profedional  ftudies)  had  at- 
tractions that  engaged  him  to  the 
end.    Churchill  ufed  to  fay,  hav- 
ing hcatd  perhaps  of  his  own  con- 
feflion,  as  a  boali,  that  44  if  John- 
Ion  bid  only  read  a  few  books,  he 
could  not  be  the  author  of  his  own 
works."     His  opinion,  however, 
was,  that  he  who  reads  mod,  has 
the  chance  of  knowing  moft  ;  but 
he  declared,  that  the  perpetual  talk 
of  reading  was  as  bnd  as  the  flavcry 
in  the  nunc,  or  the  lal  our  at  the 
oar.    He  did  not  always  give  his 
opinion  unconditionally  of  the  pieces 
be  h*d  even  perufed,  and  was  com- 
petent to  decide  upon.    He  did  not 


choofc  to  have  his  fentiments  ge- 
nerally known;   for  there  was  a 
great  eagcrnefs,  efpecially  in  thofe 
who  had  not  the  pole-liar  of  judg- 
ment to  direct  them,  to  be  taught 
what  to  think  or  to  fay  on  literary 
performances.    44  What  does  John- 
Ion  fay  of  fuch  a  book  r"  was  the 
cjucfiion  of  every  day.    Befides,  he 
did  not  want  to  increafe  the  number 
of  his  enemies,  which  his  dccilions 
and  criticisms  had  created  him  ;  for 
he  was  generally  willing  to  retain 
his  friends,  to  whom,  and  their 
works,  he  beftowed  fometimes  too 
much  praife,  artd  recommended  be- 
yond their  worth,  or  perhaps  his 
own  ellcem.    But  affection  knows 
no  bounds.    Shall  this  pen  find  a 
place  in  the  prcfent  page  to  men- 
tion, th;it  a  ih  imelels  Ariftophaoes 
had  an  intention  of  taking  htm  off* 
upon  the  ifagc,   as  the  Rehear  fa! 
does  the  great  Drvden  ?    When  it 
came  to  the  notice  of  our  cxafperat- 
ed  mm  of  learning,  he  conveyed 
fuch  threats  of  vengeance  and  pcr- 
fonal  puniflimcut  to  the  mimic,  that 
he  was  glad  to  pj-occcd  no  farther. 
The  reverence  of  the  public  for  his 
character  afterwards,  wlvch  was  in- 
creafing  every  year,  would  not  have 
fuficred  him  to  be  the  object  of  the- 
atrical ridicule.     Like  Fame,  in 
Virgil,  vim  en  quint  tund*.    In  the 
year  1738  he  wrote  the  Life  or  Fa- 
ther Paul,  and  publifhcd  propofals 
for  a  tranllation  of  his  Hiftorv  ot 
the  Council  of  Trent  by  fubicrijv. 
tion  ;  but  it  did  not  go  on.  Mr. 
Urban  even  yet  hopes  to  recover 
fomc  meets  of  this  translation,  that 
were  in  a  box  under  St.  John's 
Gate  ;  more  certainly  once  placed 
there,  than  Rowley*!  poems  were 
in  the  <  htft  in  a  tower  of  the  church 
of  Briftol. 

4  Night  was  his  time  for  compo. 
fition.  Indeed  he  literally  turned 
ni^ht  into  d«yi  ncftts  vigilabat  aJ 
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tffum  mane,  but  not  like  Tigellius  to  make  a  catalogue  of  the  Harleian 

in  Horace.    Perhaps  he  never  was  library.    Perhaps,  like  thofe  who 

a  good  deeper,  and  (while  all  the  ftay  too  long  on  an  errand,  he  did 

rcli  of  the  world  was  in  bed)  he  not  make  the  expedition  his  em- 

chofe  his  lamp,  in  the  words  of  ployer   expected,  from  whom  he 

Milron,  might  delcrvc  a  gentle  reprimand. 

«  In  midnight  hour.  The  fart  was,  when  he  opened  a 

Were  feen  in  fomc  high  lonely  tower.'  ^  hc  ,jk^  hc  nM  ^ 

44  He  wrote  and  lived  perhaps  at  from  reading  it.    The  bookfcller 
onetime  only  frgmflicct  to  fliect,  and  upbraided  him  in  a  grofs  manner, 
(according   to   vulgar  exprcllion)  and,  ns  tradition  goes,  gave  him  the 
from  day  to  day.    Dr.  Cheyne  re-  He  direct,  though  our  catalogue- 
probates  the  practice  of  turning  maker  offered  at  an  excufe.  John* 
night  into  day,  as  pernicious  to  fon  turned  the  volume  into  a  wea- 
mind  and  body.    Jortin  has  fome-  pon,  and  knocked  him  down,  and 
thing  to  fay  on  the  vigils  of*  a  learn-  lold  him,  "  not  to  be  in  a  hurry  to 
ed  man,  in  his  Life  of  Erafmus.  rife,  for  when  he  did,  he  propofed 
As  he  would  not  lleep  when  he  kicking  him  down  ftairs."  Perhaps 
could,  nothing  but  opium   could  the  lie  direct  may  be  punifhed  ad 
procure   him    rcpofe.     There  is  moilwn  recipients,  as  the  law  give* 
caufe  to  believe  he  would  not  have  no  fatisfaction.    His  account  of  the 
written  unlefs  under  the  preffiire  of  collection,  and  the  traces  that  are 
neceflity.     Magijfer  artii  ingenique  printed  in  quarto  volumes,  were 
largitor  venter,  fays  Perii us.     He  well  received  by  the  public.  Of 
wrote  to  live,  and  luckily  tor  man*  his  folio  labours  in  his  Englilh  Die- 
kind  lived  a  great  many  years  to  tionary,  a  word  mull  be  (aid;  but 
write.    All  his  pieces  arc  pr  imifed  there  is  not  room  for  much.  This 
for  a  new  edition  of  his  works,  un-  writer    has   fuftieient   proof  that 
dcr  the  infpection  of  fir  John  Huv-  Dodllcy  fuggefted  the  firli  idea  of 
kins,  one  of  his  executors,  who  has  this    great    collection.  Johnfon 
undertaken  to  be  his  biographer,  wanted  a  long  and  a  large  literary  em- 
johnfou's  high  tory  principles  in  ploy  ment.  The  proposal  rather  took 
church  and  (late  were  well  known,  him  by  furprize.   /  ant*  molis  trat  f 
Bur  neither  his  Prophecy  of  the  The  pecuniary  bargain  was  neccf. 
Hanover  Horfe,  lately  malicioully  fary  to  him,  and  the  engagement 
reprinted,   nor  his  political  prin-  for  time  and  payment  was  conclud- 
ciples  or  con verfa lions,   got  him  cd     But  the  work  went  on  but 
into  any  pcrfonal  difficulties,  nor  (lowly.    The  money  was  all  gone 
prevented  the  otft-r  of  a  penfion,  nor  (for  time  and  money  are  the  mod 
his  acceptance.    Kara  ttwporum  ft*  waflable  things  in  the  world)  before 
liatas%  ubi  (entire  qu<*  veils,  et  qua  the  tafk  was  completed.  Jllnels, 
fentiat,  diccre  licet.     The  prclent  weaiinefs,   or   diffipation,  clogged 
royal  family  are  winning  the  hearts  the  wheels  of  this  machine.    A  re- 
of  all  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  frefliing  fee  was  perpetually  ne- 
Stuait.     There    is    here   neither  ceflary :  or,  to  ufe  clamcal  inftead 
room  nor  leifurc  to  afcertain  the  of  legal  allufion,   golden  (howers 
rogreft  of  his  publications,  though,  were  to  be  thrown  into  the  lap  of 
n  the  idea  of  Shenllenr,  it  would  this  literary  Danac,  to  the  amount 
exhibit  the  hiftory  of  his  mind  and  of  three  hundred  additional  pounds, 
thoughts.  It  tequired  the  purfes  of  five  emi- 
'*  He  was  employed  by  Ofborne  nent  bo  A fellers  to  be  opened  to  pay 
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for  the  lal»ours  of  this  Herculc?.  proprieties,  it  contained  good  dV 
When  Johnfon  ca.ne  to  fettle  with  regions,  and  was  not  a  bad  fyftem 
his  employer?*  faid  Andrew  Millar,  of  education.  But  Johnfon  pro- 
they  produced  their  receipts  for  the  ,bablv  did  not  think  fo  highly  of  his 
money  thev  h.'.d  advanced,  molt  of  own  appearance  as  of  his  morals  j 
which  were  for  fniall  fums.  He  was  for,  on  being  afked  if  Mr.  Spence 
confounded  to  find  the  balance  h  id  not  paid  him  a  vifit !  "  Yes, 
againft  himfelf,  for  he  kept  no  ac-  fays  he,  and  he  probably  may  think 
couqt,  and  that  he  had  been  work-  he  vilited  a  bear."  "  Johnfon, 
ing  nine  years  for  nothing.  The  fays  the  author  of  the  Life  of  So- 
creditor  intlantly  became  the  debtor,  crates,  is  a  literary  Caliban."  "  Vc- 
The  bookfcllers  generoufly  made  ry  likely,  replied  Johnfon,  and 
him  a  prelent  of  the  difference,  and  Cooper  (who  was  as  thick  as  long) 
paid  his  reckoning  for  him.  Dodfley  is  a  literary  Punchinello." 
wifhed  for  an  alphabetical  lift  of  the  •*  It  does  not  appear  that  Lord 
books  quoted  for  this  dictionary  to  Chefkrfteld  (hewed  any  fubftantiai 
be  prefixed  to  the  work  ;  but  he  proofs  of  approbation  to  our  philo- 
was  not  gratified.  The  delineation  logcr,  for  that  was  the  profrlfional 
of  his  plan,  which  was  eftcemed  a  title  he  chofc.  A  fmall  prefent  he 
beautiful  one,  was  inferibed  to  lord  would  have  difdained.  Johnfon 
Cheftcrfield,  no  doubt  with  per-  was  not  of  a  temper  to  put  up  with 
million,  whilft  he  was  fecretary  of  the  affront  of  disappointment.  He 
ft.ite.  It  was  at  this  time,  he  faid,  revenged  himfelf  in  a  let  cr  to  his 
he  aimed  at  elegance  of  writing,  lordlhip,  written  with  great  acri- 
and  fet  for  his  emulation  the  preface  mony,  and  renouncing  all  accept- 
of  Chambers  to  his  Cyclopedia,  ancc  of  favour.  It  was  handed 
Johnfon  undoubtedly  expected  be-  about,  and  probably  will  be  pub- 
neficial  patronage.  It  mould  feem  liftied,  for  It/era  Jcripta  manet.  He 
that  he  was  in  the  acquaintance  of  ufed  to  fay,  he  was  miftaken  in  his 
his  lordfhip,  and  that  he  had  dined  choice  of  a  patron,  for  he  had  fim- 
at  his  table,  by  an  allufion  to  him  ply  been  endeavouring  to  gild  a 
in  a  letter  to  his  fon,  printed  by  rotten  port.  An  endeavour  has 
Mrs.  Stanhope,  and  which  he  him-  been  made  to  procure  a  copy  of  ir, 
felf  would  have  been  afraid  to  pub-  in  order  to  afford  an  abftract  to  the 
lilh.  Whilft  he  was  ineffectually  reader,  but  without  fuccefs.  Mr. 
hallooing  the  Giaces  in  the  car  of  Langton,  when  applied  to,  thought 
his  fon,  he  fet  before  him  the  flo*  he  could  not  jnant  ir  without  a 
venly  behaviour  of  our  author  at  breach  of  truft.  It  is  in  more 
his  table,  whom  he  acknowlcgcs  as  hands  than  one;  and,  perhaps, 
a  great  genius,  but  points  him  out  where  fecrccy  was  not  enjoined, 
as  a  rock  to  avoid,  and  confiders  Johnfon  took  enre  to  fend  his  letter 
him  only  as  "  a  resectable  Hot-  by  a  U(c  hard  to  lord  ChefterhVld, 
rentot."  Wlicn  the  book  came  out,  who  fbewed  it  to  Dodfley.  His 
Johnfon  took  his  revenge,  by  fay-  lordfhip  defended  himfelf  very  plan- 
ing of  it,  "  that  the  i  ml  ructions  to  fiblv  a  wain  ft  the  miftatemems  of 
his  fon  inculcated  the  maimers  of  a  the  writer,  and  candidly  pointed  out 
dancing-maftcr,  and  the  morals  of  a  fome  beautiful  fentences  and  happy 
pioftitute."  Within  this  year  or  exprellions.  It  was  a  long  letter, 
tvvohcobferved  (lor  anger  is  a  ft.oj  t-  ( grandti  cpiftcla ;  and  wiittcn  with 
Kved  patfiou)  that,  bating  fomc  im-  great  afprvity.     It  prevented,  as 
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Dodflcy  reported,  the  patronage  of 
his  lordftiip,  and  the  benefit  from  a 
dedication,  which  he  fa  id  would 
hare  been  the  promotion  of  the  fale. 
One  of  Johnfon's  acquaintance,  who 
in  converfation  probably  made  lord 
Chefterfield  to  be  in  the  wrong,  faid 
before  him,  that  his  lorduSip,  tho' 
the  politeft,  was  the  proudelt  man 
alive;  44  Except  one  pcrfon,"  faid 
an  acquaintance.  ««  That,  '  faid 
Johnfon.  44  I  take  to  myfelf;  but 
44  my  pride  was  deftnuvc."  But 
nothing  that  is  here  faid  is  meant  as 
an  arraignment  of  lord  Chefter- 
field. 

"  Lord  Chefterfield  indeed  com- 
mends and  recommends  Mr.  John- 
fon's  dictionary  in  two  or  three 
numbers  of  the  World.  Not  woi  ds 
alone  plcafcd  him.  44  When  I  had 
undergone,"  fays  the  compiler,  44  a 
long  and  fatiguing  voyage,  and  was 
juft  getting  into  port,  this  lord  fent 
out  a  fmail  cock  boat  to  pilot  me 
in."  The  agreement  for  this  great 
work  was  for  iixtccn  hundred 
pounds.  This  was  a  large  book- 
ieller's  venture  at  that  timL-:  and 
it  is  in  many  fliarcs.  Robertfon, 
Gibbon,  and  a  few  more,  have 
raifed  the  price  of  manufcript  co- 
pies. In  the  courfe  of  fifteen 
years,  two  and  twtnty  thoufand 
pounds  have  been  paid  to  four  au- 
thors. Johnfon'a  world  of  wonders 
demands  frequent  editions.  His 
titles  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Dub- 
lin and  from  Oxford,  (both  of 
which  came  to  hiin  unafked  and  un- 
known, and  only  not  unmerired) 
his  penfion  from  the  king,  which 
is  to  be  conlidcrcd  as  a  rcv\ard  for 
his  pioneering  fervices  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  language,  and  by  no  means  a3 
a  bribe,  gave  him  confequencc, 
and  made  the  dictionary  and  its  au- 
thor more  cxtenlively  known.  It 
is  a  loyal  fatisfaclion  to  have  made 


the  life  of  a  learned  man  more 

comlortabie  to  him. 

"  Thcfr  arc  Imperial  works,  and  wor- 

thy  kir.^." 

<4  Lord  Corkc,  who  would  have 
been  kinder  to  him  than  a  Stanhope, 
(it  he  could)  as  foon  as  it  came 
out,  prcfented  the  dictionary  to  the 
Academy  dtlla  Cruica  at  Florence 
in  1-55.  Even  for  the  abridge- 
ment in  octavo,  which  puts  it  into 
every  body's  hands,  he  was  paid  to 
his  iatis  fact  ion,  by  the  liberality  of 
his  bookfvllers.  His  reputation  is 
as  great  for  compiling,  cigciling, 
and  afecttaining  the  Englith  lan- 
guage, as  if  he  lud  invented  it- 
f  iis  grammar  in  the  beginning  of 
the  work,  was  the  heft  in  our  lan- 
guage, in  the  opinion  of  Gold- 
fmith.  Inuring  the  printing  of  his 
dictionary,  the  Ramblers  came  out 
periodically;  for  he  could  do  more 
than  one  thing  at  a  time.  He  de- 
clared that  he  wrote  them  by  way 
of  relief  from  his  application  to 
his  Dictionary,  and  for  the  reward. 
He  has  told  this  writer  that  he  had 
no  expectation  they  would  have  met 
with  to  much  fuccefs,  and  b?cn  fo 
much  read  and  admired.  What 
was  amufement  to  him,  is  inftruc- 
tiou  to  o'hers.  Goldfmith  declared 
that  a  fyftem  of  morals  might  be 
draw  n  from  thefc  cifays :  this  idea 
is  taken  up  and  executed  by  a  pub- 
lication in  an  alphabetical  ferics  of 
moral  maxims.  Indeed  he  fecmi 
to  be  the  great  lay-preacher  of  mo- 
r.ditv  to  the  nation. 

41  The  Rambler  is  a  great  talk  for 
one  pcrfon  to  accompliih,  fingle- 
handed.  For  he  was  a  (fitted  only  in 
two  eflfays  by  Richardfon,  two  by 
Mrs.  Carter,  and  one  by  Mifs  Tal- 
bot. His  Idlers  h.id  more  hands. 
The  World,  The  Connoiffcur,  (the 
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Gray's  Inn  Journal  an  exception) 
the  Mirror,  the  Adventurer,  the 
Old  Maid,  all  had  help- mates.  The 
toilet,  as  well  as  the  toe  If  and  table, 
have  thefe  volumes,  lately  repub- 
lilhed  with  decorations.,  Shenftone, 
his  fellow  collegian,  calls  his  ftyle  a 
learned  one.    There  is,  indeed,  roo 
much  Latin  in  his  Englifh.  He 
fcems  to  have  caught  the  infectious 
language  of  fir  Thomas  Brown, 
whofe  works  he  read,  in  order  to 
write  his  life.    Though  it  cannot 
be  faid,  as  Campbell  did  of  his  own 
la  It  work,  that  there  is  not  a  hard 
word  in  it,  nor  words  of  learned 
length,  in  the  poetical  phrafe  of  the 
Deferted  Village,  yet  he  does  not 
rattle  through  hard  words  and  flaik 
through  polyfyllables,  to  ufe  an  ex- 
preflion 01  Addifon,  as  in  his  earlier 
productions.    His  ftyle,  (the  banter 
and  ridicule  of  Lexiphancs)  as  he 
lays  of  Pope,  became  fmoothed  by 
the  fcythe,  and  levelled  by  the  rol- 
ler.   It  pleafcd  him  to  be  told  by 
Dr.  Robert  Ton,  that  he  had  read 
his  dictionary  twice  over.    It  he 
had  fome  enemies  beyond  and  even 
on  this  fide  of  the  Tweed,  he  had 
snore  friends.    Only  he  preferred 
England  to  Scotland.    It  were  to 
be  wifhed,  be  had  not  pronounced, 
in  his  Hebridian  Tour,  whatever 
particular  provocation  was  before 
him,  that  44  a  Scotchman  mud  be 
a  fturdy  moral  ill  who  does  not  pre- 
fer Scotland  to  truth."    An  inad- 
vertent expreflion  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  on  the  imputed  cowardice  of 
the  Americans,  accelerated  them 
into  enemies  and.heroes.    If  John- 
fon** accufation  had  been  more  con- 
fined, a  Caledonian,  like  Wotton's 
Embaflador,  might  have  been  per- 
mitted to  exaggerate  for  the  honour 
of  his  countt  v.    But  it  was  taken 
for  a  national  reflection,  never  to  be 
forgiven  nor  forgotten :  and  it  is 
confidered  as  a  breach  of  the  union, 


at  leaft  between  johnfon  and  Scot* 
land.  The  dead  cannot  fend  arSie- 
gociator  in  their  caufe.  To  fav 
the  truth,  Johnfon  confeffed  at  lalt, 
that  the  Scotch  would  never  forgive 
him  for  publishing  that  book.  But 
he  never  wifhed  he  had  not  written 
it.  As  it  is  cowardly  to  infult  a 
dead  lion,  it  is  hoped,  that  as  death 
extinguifttes  envy,  it  alfo  does  ill- 
will:  for  Britifh  vengeance  wars 
not  with  the  dead." 

44  The  well  known  fliort  epigram 
of  Cleiveland,  again  ft  our  filler 
kingdom,  is  more  malignant  than 
all  that  Johnfon  has  faid  or  written. 
Rut  that  (hall  have  no  place  here. 
It  may  be  admitrcd  of  Johnfon,  at 
leaft  by  his  enemies,  as  it  was  faid 
of  South  by  Tillotfon,  4*  that  he 
wrote  like  a  man,  but  bit  like  a 
dog."  This  may  be  applicable  to 
the  epic  poem  of  Fingal,  and  to  the 
perfonality  on  the  tranflator.  It 
puts  the  writer  in  mind  of  the  com- 
plaint and  expreflion  of  fir  Ifaac 
Newton,  on  the  controvetfy  of 
Hare  and  Bcntly  about  Terence, 
that  4 *  it  was  a  fliame  two  fuch 
great  men  fliould  be  fighting  about 
a  play-book  The  particulars  of 
the  difpute  here  alluded  to  mud  be 
rrufled  to  future  biographers.  Mo* 
nofirum  inter  nos  tantai  compcttert  li- 
tes.  But  for  the  injunction  of 
lord  Chcfterfield,  44  not  to  feem  to 
be  ignorant,  (efpecially  as  an  hirto- 
riographcr)  of  any  fact,"  this  lite- 
rary and  pcrfonai  altercation  would 
not  have  been  referred  to. 

44  He  gave  himfclf  very  much  to 
companionable  friends  for  the  laft 
years  of  his  life,  (for  he  was  deli- 
vered from  the  daily  labour  of  the 
pen,  and  he  wanted  relaxation)  and 
they  were  eager  for  the  advantage 
and  reputation  of  his  convention. 
Therefore  he  frequently  left  bis 
own  home,  (for  his  houfhold  gods 
were  not  numerous  or  fplcndid 

enough 
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enough  for  the  reception  of  his 
great  acquaintance)     and  vifited 
them  both  in  town  and  country. 
This  was  particularly  the  cafe  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  (ex  una  difce 
O'ttnti),  who  were  the  moft  obliging 
and  obliged  of  all  within  his  inti- 
macy, and  to  whom  he  was  intro- 
duced by  his  friend  Murphy.  He 
lived  with  them  a  great  part  of 
ever)*  year.    He  formed  at  St  re  at - 
ham  a  room  for  a  library,  and  in- 
creased by  his  recommendation  the 
■umber  of  books.    Here  he  was  to 
be  found  (himfclf  a  library)  when 
a  friend  called  upon  him ;  and  by 
him  the  friend  was  fure  to  be  intro- 
duced to  the  dinner-table,  which 
Mrs.  Thrale  knew  how  to  fprcad 
with  the  utmoft  plenty  and  ele- 
gance ;  and  which  was  often  adorned 
with  fuch  gucfts,  that  to  dine  there 
was,  epulis  act  umbtrc  divtrm.  Of 
Mrs.  Thrale,  if  mentioned  at  all, 
lefs  cannot  be  faid,  than  that  in  one 
rf  'Se  Utrv  options  of  Johnfon, 
14  if  fi.e  was  not  the  wifclt  woman 
in  the  world,  (lie  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  witticft."    She  took  or 
caufed  fuch  care  to  be  taken  of  him, 
during  an  illncfs  of  continuance, 
that  Goldfmith  told  her,  44  he  owed 
his  recovery  to  her  attention."  She 
taught  him  to  b»y  up  fomething  of 
his  income  every"  year.    Befxdcs  a 
natural  vivacity  in  converfation,  (he 
had  reading  enough,  and  the  gods 
had  made  lier  poetical.    The  Three 
Warnings,  (the  fubjeel  (lie  owned 
not  to  be  original)  are  highly  inte- 
refting  and  ferious,  and  literally 
come  home  to  every  body's  bread 
and  bofora,    The  writer  of  this 
would  not  be  forry  if  this  mention 
could  follow  the  lady  to  Milan.  At 
Streatham,   where  our  philolo^rr 
was  alio  guide,  philofopher,  and 
friend,  he  pafled  much  time.  His 
inclination*  here  were  cqnfulted, 


and  his  will  was  a  law.  With  this 
family  he  made  excur  lions  into 
Wales  and  to  Brighthelmftone, 
Change  of  air  and  of  place  were 
grateful  to  him,  for  he  loved  vicif- 
utudc.  Hut  he  could  not  long  en* 
dure  the  illiteracy  and  rufticity  of 
the  country  ;  for  woods  and  groves, 
and  hill  and  dale,  were  not  hU 
fecnes— 

•«  Towcr'd  cities  pleafc  us  then, 
44  And  the  Uufy  hum  of  men." 

"  On  hearing  that  this  literary 
lady  (one  of  the  joys  of  his  own 
life)  was  likely  to  be  courted  into 
matrimony  a  fecond  time,  Johnfon 
fet  himfelf  to  prevent  it,  and  wrote 
her  a  letter,  as  full  of  frienduYip  as 
her  heart  was  of  affection ;  to 
which,  or  to  a  fecond  letter  of  the 
objurgatory  kind,  it  is  faid,  ftie 
made  a  fpiritcd  reply.    He  offered, 
ill  as  he  was,  to  travel  to  her  to 
Bath,  with  all  poflible  expedition, 
to  expoftulate  with  her,  and  to  ob- 
tain only  an  hour's  converfation, 
with  the  hope  of  difliiading  her 
from  her  inclinations.    44  Can  Love 
be  com  routed  by  advice?"  Hardly 
ever.    Then,  44  Let  Cupid  and 
Hymen  agree!"  Johnfon  was  aflted 
about  the  letter  in  print,  that  is  ad* 
d  re  fled  to  her  and  ligned  with  his 
name  ;  which  occaGons  the  prefent 
extravagance  of  this  pen.  He  faid,  \% 
exhibited  his  opinion,  but  had  not 
two  fentenecs  together  as  he  wrote 
them.    He  faid,  44  it  was  an  adum- 
bration of  his  letter." 

"  But  the  greateft  honour  of  his 
life  was  from  a  vifit  that  he  received 
from  a  great  perfonagc  in  the  library 
of  the  queen's  palacc-^-only  it  was 
not  from  a  king  of  his  own  mak- 
ing, Johnfon,  on  his  return,  re- 
peated the  converfation,  which  was 
much  to  the  honour  of  the  great 
perfon,  and  was  aa  well  fuoported 
Q  as 
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as  Lewis  the  XlVth  could  have  the  few  non-juror*  that  were  left, 

continued  with  Voltaire    He  faid,  and  it  was  fuppofed  he  would  never 

he  only  wanted  to  be  more  known,  bow  the  knee  to  the  Baal  or  whig- 

to  be  more  loved.    They  parted,  gifm.    This  reign,  which  difdained 

much  plealed  with  each  other.    If  profenption,  began  with  granting 

it  is  not  an  impertinent  ftroke  of  penlions  (without  requiring  their 

this  pen,  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  pens)  to  learned  men. 
one  more   >erfon  had  conveyed  an       ♦*  Johnfon  was  unconditionally 

enquiry  about  him  during  his  laft  offered  one;  but  fuch  a  turn  was 

illnefs.     44  Every  body  has  left  given  to  it  by  the  laft  mentioned  fa- 

*»  their  names,  or  want-d  to  know  tirical  poet,  that  it  might  hare 

**  how  I  do,"  f.v  $  he ;  "  but- — "  made  him  angry  or  odious,  or  both. 

In  his  younger  days  he  rnd  a  great  Says  Churchill,  amongft  other  paf- 

many  enemies,  of  whom  he  was  fages  very  entertaining  to  a  neutral 

not  ah  aid.  reader— 

«  Aflc  you  what  provocation  I  have  hid?       ««  He  daraM  the  penfion  that  he  takes, 
♦«  The  ftrorg  antipathy  of  good  to  bad."       ««  And  loves  the  Stuart  he  forfakes. 

«  Churchill,  the  puiflhnt  <aurift,      "  Not  fo  faft,  great  fa tiri^-ifar 

challenged  johnfon  to  «  orrbar :  fa-  he  had  now  M  friends, at  Rome 

tire  the  weapon.     Johnfon  never  In  the  fport  of  rot^tioo^ 

took  up  the  eVuntlet  or  replied,  for  woulu  foroctimci  ukc  the  wrong 

he  thought  it  unbecoming  him  to  fide  of  a  queftton,  to  trv  his  hear- 

defend  himlelf  againft  an  author  crs,  or  tor  hit  own 

who  miight  herefoived  to  have  the  this  may  do  mifchief  'ometimet. 

laft  word.    He  was  content  to  let  "  For,  without  aiming  at  ludicrous 

his  enemies  feed  upon  him  as  long  quotation   he  ^i^P^*1^ 

as  they  couU.    This  writer  has  hdes,  and  confute.     Among  thole 

heard  Churchill  declare,  «  that  he  he  could  truft  himfelf  with,  he 

thought  the  poems  of  London,  .md  would  enter  into  imaginary  combat 

The  Vanity  of  Human  Withes  full  with  the  whigs,  and  has  now  and 

of  admirable  veries,  and  th.it  all  hts  then  (hook  the  principles  of  a  fturdy 

compofmons  were  diamonds  of  the  revolution^.    All  ingenious  men 

firft  water.'*    iut  he  wanted  a  fun-  can  find  arguments  for  and  ngainft 

ucl  for  Ms  period  for  railiery,  and  every  thing:  and  if  their  hems 

(b  introduced  P-  mpofo  into  his  de-  are  not  good,  they  may  do  mifchief 

fenutions.    "  For,  with  other  wife  with  the*  heads.    On  all  occafions 

folks,  he  fat  up  with  the  ghoft"  he  prelTcd  his  antagon.ft  with  fo 
Our  author,  who  had  too  implicit  a  ftrong  a  front  of  argument,  that  he 
confidence  in  human  teftimony,  foL  generally  Vf™*? 
lowed  the  newfpaper  invitation  to  "  Every  body/  faid  an  eminent 
Cock-lane,  in  order  to  deteel  the  detcaor  of  impoftors,  m™_** 
impoftor,  or,  if  it  proved  a  being  cautious  how  they  «rt«r  the  lift, 
of  an  higher  order,  and  appeared    with  Dr.  Johnfon.  He 

7  ho         ,  i      ix   .1    ^11.      rnonv   nnhtical  tradts  finCC  hi 


wrote 


f  V  ^ft  ra  many            **•  *~  «•  P*' 

Uhit"    Poflcritx  muft  be  permit-  fion.    Perbapt  he  wou Id  not  I b.£ 

ted  .o  finite  at  the  credulity  of  .hat  written  at  all,  unlef.  WtfMJ* 

period.    Johnfon  had  oiherwife  a  gratmide.    But  he  wrote  hu  senu- 

vulnerable  fide;  for  be  W*  ope  pf  »nc  thoughu,  and  .mapped  h.mfelr 


Digitized  by  Google 


* 

A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  Dt.  JOHNSON*  [35] 


contending  on  the  right  fide.  A 
great  parliamentary  character  feeins 
to  refolve  all  his  American  notions 
into  the  vain  expectation  of  rocking 
a  man  in  the  cradle  of  a  child, 
ohnfon  recounted  the  number  of 
is  opponents  with  indifference.  He 
wrote  "for  that  government  which 
had  been  generous  to  him*  He  was 
too  proud  to  call  upon  lord  Bute,  or 
leave  his  name  at  his  houfe,  though 
he  was  told  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
bis  lordfliip,  for  he  faid  he  had  per- 
formed the  greater  difficulty,  for  he 
had  taken  the  pen  don. 

"  The  laft  popular  work,  to  him 
an  eafy  and  a  pleafing  one,  was  the 
writing  the  Lives  of  our  Poets,  now 
reprinted  in  four  octavo  volumes. 
He  finilhed  this  bufinefs  fo  much  to 
the  fatisfaction  of  the  book  feller?, 
that  they  pre  fen  ted  him  a  gratuity 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  having  paid 
him  three  hundred  pounds  as  his 
price.  The  Knaptons  made  Tindal 
a  large  prefent  on  the  fuccefs  of 
his  tranllation  of  R  a  pin's  hiftory. 
But  an  unwritten  (pace  mull  be 
found  for  what  John  Ion  did  refpect- 
ing  Shakfpeare  ;  for  the  writer  and 
reader  obferve  a  diforder  of  time  in 
this  page.  He  took  fo  many  years 
to  publifh  his  edition,  that  his  ftib- 
fcribers  grew  difpleafed  and  cla- 
morous for  their  books,  which  he 
might  have  prevented ;  for  he  was 
able  to  do  a  great  deal  in  a  little 
time.  Though  for  collation  he  was 
not  fit.  He  could  not  pore  long  on 
a  text.  It  was  Columbus  at  the 
oar.  It  was  on  moft  literary 
points  difficult  to  get  himfelf  into  a 
willingnefs  to  work.  He  was  idle, 
or  unwell,  or  loth  to  act  upon  com* 
pulfion.  But  at  laft  he  tried  to 
awake  his  faculties,  and,  like  the 
lethargic  porter  of  the  caltic  of  In- 
dolence, *'  to  roufe  himfelf  :is  much 
as  roule  himfelf  he  can."  He  con- 
fided that  the  publication  of  his 


Shakfpeare  anfwered  to  him  in 
every  refpect.  He  had  a  very  1  rgc 
fubfeription. 

"  Dr.  Campbell,  then  alive  in 
Queen-fquare,  who  had  a  volume 
in  his  hand,  pronounced,  that  the 
preface  and  notes  were  worth  the 
whole  fubfeription  money.  You 
would  think  the  text  not  approved 
or  adjufted  by  the  part  or  prefent 
editions,  and  requiring  to  be  fettled 
by  the  future.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
next  editors  will  have  read  all  the 
books  that  Shakfpeare  read:  a  pro- 
mi  fe  our  Johnfon  gave,  but  was  not 
able  to  perform. 

The  reader  is  apprized,  that 
this  memoir  is  only  a  lketch  of  life, 
manners,  and  writings— 

"  In  every  work  regard  th«  writer**  end  \ 
41  For  none  can  compaft  more  than  they 
intend." 

**  It  looks  forwards  and  backwards 
almoft  at  the  fame  time.  Like  the 
nightingale  in  Strada,  «4  it  hits  im- 
perfect accents  here  and  there." 
Hawkefworth,  one  of  the  Johnfo- 
nian  fchool,  upon  being  alked,  whe- 
ther Johnfon  was  an  happy  man, 
by  a  gentleman  whohadocen  juft 
introduced  to  him,  and  wanted  to 
know  every  thing  about  him,  con- 
fcfTcd,  that  he  looked  upon  him  as  a 
moft  miferable  being.  The  mo- 
ment of  enquiry  was  probably  about 
the  time  he  loft  his  wife,  and  fent 
for  Hawkefworth,  in  the  moft  ear- 
ned manner,  to  come  and  give  him 
confolation  and  his  company. — 
•*  And  fcreen  me  from  the  ills  of 
life !"  is  the  conclution  of  his  fom- 
brous  poem  on  November.  In  hap- 
pier moments  (for  who  is  not  fub- 
ject  to  every  flcyey  influence,  and 
the  evil  of  the  hour?)  he  would 
argue,  and  prove  it  in  a  fort  of  dif- 
fertation,  that  there  was,  generally 
and  individually,  more  01  natural 
and  moral  good  than  of  the  con- 
C  2  trary 


I 


Digitized  by  Google 


[36]  '  A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  Dr.  JOHNSON. 


trary.    He  aflertrd,  that  no  man  rently  acquired  more  chearfulnefs, 

could  pronounce  he  did  not  feci  and  became  more  fit  for  the  labours 

more  pleafure  than  mifcry.    Every  of  life  and  his  literary  functions, 

body  would  not  anfwer  in  the  affir-  But  he  certainly  did  not  communi- 

xnative;  for  an  ounce  of  pain  out-  cate  to  every  intruder  every  uneafy 

weighs  a  pound  of  pleafure.  There  fen  fat  ion  of  mind  and  body.  Who, 

are  people  who  with  they  had  never  it  may  be  aflced,  can  determine  of. 

been  born— to  whom  life  is  a  difeafe  the  pleafure  and  the  pain  of  others  ? 

»— and  whofe  apprchenfions  of  dy-  True  and  folcmn  are  the  lines  of 

ing  pains  and  of  futurity  embitter  Prior,  ip  his  Solomon — 

every  thing.  The  reader  muft  not  ,«  who  breathes  muft  fuffcr,  and  who 
think  it  impertinent  to  remark,  that        <*  thinks  muft  mourn ; 

Johnfon  did  not  choofc  to  pafs  his  "  And  he  alone  is  bkft,  who  ne'er  was 
whole  life  in  celibacy.     Perhaps        *'  born." 

the  raifing  up  a  poftenty  may  be  a       '*  Johnfon  thought  he  had  no 

debt  and  duty  all  men  owe  to  thofe  right  to  complain  of  his  lot  in  life, 

who  have  lived  before  them.  John-  or  of  having  been  difappoimed  :  the 

fon  had  a  daughter,  who  died  before  world  had  not  ufed  him  ill ;  it  had 

its  mother,  il  this  pen  is  not  mif-  not  broke  its  word  with  himj  it 

taken.  had  pro.nifcd  him  nothing ;  he  af- 

44  The  fuppofition  of  his  having  pircd  to  no  elevation;  he  had  foKen 
had  a  daughter  was  groundlefs.  From  no  height.  Lord  Gower  en- 
Mrs.  Johnfon  never  had  a  child  af-  deavourcd  to  obtain  for  him,  by 
ter  her  marriage  with  the  doctor,  the  intereft  of  Swift,  the  mafterfliip 
nor,  from  her  advauced  age,  was  of  a  grammar-fchool  of  final  1  in- 
fuch  an  event  probable.  come,  for  which  Johnfon  was  not 

44  When  thefc  were  gone,  he  loft  qualified  by  the  ftatutes  to  become 
his  hold  on  life,  for  he  never  mar-  a  candidate.  His  lord(hip*s  letter, 
Tied  again.  He  has  espreu'ed  a  publimed  fome  years  ago,  is  to  the 
furprize  that  fir  Iftac  Newton  con-  honour  of  the  fubject;  in  praifc  of 
tinued  totally  unacquainted  with  his  abilities  and  integrity,  and  in 
the  female  fex,  which  is  alfcricd  by  commiferation  of  his  diiUcfled  fitu? 
Voltaire,  from  the  information  of  ation.  The  younger  Warton,  by 
Chefelden,  and  is  admitted  to  be  his  influence,  procured  for  him  the 
true.  For  curiofiry,  the  firft  and  honorary  degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts 
molt  durable  of  the  pamons,  might  at  Oxford,  on  the  conclufion  of  his 
have  led  him  to  have  overcome  that  Diclienary.  Johnfon  wifhed,  for  a 
inexperience.  This  pen  may  as  moment,  to  fill  the  chair  of  a  pro- 
well  finidi  this  laft  point  in  the  fcflbr,  at  Oxford,  then  become  va- 
Words  of  Fontcnclle,  that  fir  Ifaac  cant,  but  he  never  applied  for  it, 
never  was  married,  and  perhaps  ne-  He  was  offered  a  good  living  hy 
ver  had  time  to  think  of  it.  Whe-  Mr.  Langton,  if  he  would  accept 
ther  the  funlhinc  of  the  world  upon  it,  and  take  orders ;  but  he  chofe 
©ur  author  raifed  his  drooping  fpi-  pot  to  put  off  his  lay  habit.  He 
rits,  or  that  the  lenient  hand  of  would  have  made  an  ad  mi  table  li- 
timc  removed  fomcthing  from  him,  brary-ktcper ;  like  Cafaubon,  Ma- 
or  that  his  health  meliorated  by  gliabccbi,.or  Bcntley.  But  he  he- 
mingling  more  uith  the  croud  of  longed  to  the  world  at  large.  He 
p«ankind,  or  not,  he,  however,  appa-  was  nominated  to  be  profeffor  of 
a  ancient 
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ancient  literature,  amongft  the  roy-  which,  according  to  Sprat,  his  Cow* 
al  loeiety  of  artifts  at  Somcrfct-  Icy  excelled.  His  epilhilary  and 
place,  as  was  the  late  Dr.  Franklin  confidential  correfpondence  would 
of  hiitory.  A  poft  of  honour,  hut  nuke  an  agreeable  publication,  but 
of  nothing  elfe.  No  fuit  nor  fer-  the  world  will  never  be  trufted  with 
vice  to  be  performed.  Their  names  it.  He  wrote  as  well  in  verfe  as  in 
did  not  appear  in  the  Red  Book,  or  prole.  Though  he  compofed  fo 
Court  Calendar,  amongft  the  other  harmonioufly  in  Latin  and  Englilb, 
profeflbn.  Johnfen  had  done  that  he  had  no  ear  for  mufic ;  and  tho* 
ihtc  fome  fcrvicc,  during  their  in-  he  lived  in  fuch  habits  of  intimacy 
corporation,  and  they  knew  ir."  with  fir  jofliua  Reynolds,  and  once 
Talking  on  the  topick  of  what  his  intended  to  have  written  the  lives  of 
inclinations  or  faculties  might  have  the  painters,  he  had  no  eye,  nor  per- 
led  him  to  have  been,  had  he  been  haps  taftr,  for  a  picture,  nor  a  land- 
bred  to  the  profeflion  of  the  law,  he  (cape.  He  renewed  his  Greek  fome 
has  faid  he  fliould  have  wilhed  f  >r  years  ago,  for  which  he  found  no 
the  office  of  mafter  of  the  rolls,  occafion  for  twenty  years.  He 
He  gave  into  this  idea  in  table-talk,  owned  that  many  knew  more  Greek 
partly  fcrious  and  partly  jocofe,  for  than  himfelf;  but  that  his  Grammar 
it  was  only  a  manner  he  had  of  He-  would  fhew  he  had  once  taken  pains, 
fcribing  himfelf  to  his  friends  with-  Sir  William  Jones,  one  of  the  moil 
out  vanity  of  his  parts  (for  be  was  enlightened  of  the  font  of  men,  ai 
above  being  vain)  or  envy  of  the  Johnfon  defcribei  him,  haa  often 
honourable  (rations  enjoyed  by  other  faid  he  knew  a  great  deal  of  Greek, 
men  of  merit.  He  would  correct  He  amufed  himfelf,  very  lately, 
any  competitions  of  his  friends,  with  tranflating  into  Latin  verle, 
(babes  cexfitentem)  and  dictate  on  many  of  the  Greek  epigrams;  and 
any  fubjc&  on  which  they  wanted  had  read  over  the  Expedition  of 
information.  He  could  have  been  Xenophon,  and  the  Iliad  of  Homer, 
an  orator,  if  he  would.  On  ac-  He  took  care  to  keep  up  all  his  flock; 
count  of  his  occafional  connexion  of  learning  of  all  fort*,  and,  in  the 
with  Dr.  Dodd,  for  whom  he  made  words  of  queen  Elizabeth,  44  to 
a  bargain  with  the  bookfellers  for  rummage  up  his  old  Greek."  With 
his  edition  of  the  Bible,  he  wrote  a  French  authors  he  was  familiar, 
petition  to  the  crown  for  mercy,  af-  He  had  lardy  read  over  the  works  of 
ter  his  condemnation.  To  comply  Boilcau.  He  pafled  a  judgment  on 
with  the  requcft  in  a  letter  which  Sherlock's  French  and  Englifli  !«• 
he  received  during  divine  fcrvicc  at  ters,  and  told  him  there  was  more 
Streatham  church,  he  retired  to  French  in  his  En^lim,  than  Englifli 
Mr.  Thralc's,  *'  relinquifhing,  as  in  his  French.  His  curiofiry  would 
he  faid,  for  rhe  firft  time,  the  wor-  have  led  him  to  read  Italian,  even 
fljip  of  his  Creator  to  ferve  a  fellow-  if  Barctti  had  not  been  his  acquaint- 
creature."  The  letter  he  compofed  ance.  Latin  wns  as  natural  to  him 
ior  the  translator  of  Artofto,  that  as  Englifli.  He  fecmed  to  know 
was  fcnt  to  Mr.  Hidings  in  Bengal,  the  readied  roads  to  knowledge, 
is  efteemed  a  mafter-piece.  Dr.  and  to  languages  their  conductors. 
Warton,  of  Winchefter,  talked  of  it  He  poflcfTed  himfelf  enough  of  the 
as  the  very  beft  he  ever  read.  He  Saxon  tongue,  for  the  ptirpofe  of 
could  have  been  eminent,  if  hechofe  his  work,  and  had  always  the  atfiit- 
it,  in  letter- wilting;  a  faculty  in  ance  of  Mr.  Lye,  when  he  wanted 
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it.  He  made  fuch  prtogrefs  in  the 
Hebrew,  in  a  few  leifons,  that  fuf- 
prifed  his  guide  in  th.t  tongue.  In 
company  with  Dr.  Barnard  and  the 
fellows  at  Et6n,  he  aftonifhed  them 
all  with  the  difplay  of  hi*  critical, 
clalTical,  and  profodical  treafures, 
and  alfo  himfelf,  for  he  protellcd, 
on  his  return,  he  did  not  know  he 
was  fo  rich. 

44  Chriftopher  Smart  was  at  firft 
well  received  by  Johnfon.  This 
writer  owed  his  acquaintance  with 
our  author,  w:  ich  laited  thirty 
years,  to  the  introduction  of  that 
bard.  Johnfon,  whole  hearing 
was  not  always  g-  od,  underuood 
he  called  him  by  the  name  of 
Thyer,  that  eminent  fcholar,  li- 
brarian of  Manchertcr,  and  a  non- 

i'uror.  This  mi  (lake  was  rather 
eneP.cial  than  otherwife  to  the  pcr- 
fon  introduced.  Johnfon  had  been 
much  indifpoffd  all  that  day,  and 
repeated  a  Pfalm  he  had  jult  tranf- 
lated,  during  his  affliction,  into 
Latin  verfe,  and  did  not  commit 
to  paper  ;  for  fj  retentive  was  the 
memory  of  this  man,  that  he  could 
always  recover  whatever  he  lent  to 
that  faculty.  Smart  in  return  re- 
cited fome  of  his  own  Latin  com- 
petitions. He  had  tranflatcd  with 
fuccefs,  and  to  Mr.  Pope's  appro- 
bation, his  St.  Cecilian  Ode.  Come 
When  you  would,  early  or  late,  for 
l>e  deli  red  to  be  called  from  bed, 
when  a  vifitor  was  at  the  door ; 
the  tea-table  was  furc  to  be  fpread, 
yenitnte  ///V,  te  decedtnte*— With 
tea  he  cheered  himfclf  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  tea  he  folaced  himfelf  in 
the  evening  ;  for  in  thefe,  or  in 
equivalent  words,  heexprcfled  him- 
felf in  a  printed  Utter  to  Jona* 
Han  way,  who  had  juft  tolu^jhe 
public,  that  tea  was  the  ruin  of  the 
nation,  and  of  the  nerves  of  every 
one  who  drank  it.  The  pun  upon 
h\%  favourite  liquor  he  heard  with 


a  fmile.    Though  his  time  feemei 
to  be  befpoke,  and  quite  engrafted, 
it  is  certain  his  houie  was  open  to- 
all  hi*  acquaintance,  new  and  olcL 
His  amanuenlis  has  given  up  his 
pen,  ttie  printer's  devil  has  waited 
on  the  (lairs  for  a  proof-lhcet,  and 
the  prefs  baa  often  irood  lUll.  His 
vintors  were  delighted  and  inftrnct- 
cd.    No  fubject  ever  came  amifs  to 
him.  He  could  transfer  his  thoughts 
from  one  thing  to  another  with  the 
mod  accommodating  faciliry.  He 
had  the  art,  for  which  Locke  was 
famous,  of  leading  people  to  talk 
on  their  favourite  fubjects,  and  on 
whar  they  knew  bed.    By  this  he 
acquired  a  great  deal  of  informa- 
tion.    What  he  once   heard  he 
rarely  forgot.  They  gave  him  their 
bell  converfation,  and  he  generally 
made  them  plcafed  with  rhemfelvcs, 
for  endeavouring  to  pleafe  him. 
Poet  Smart  ufed  to  relate,  44  that 
the  firlt  converfation  with  him  was 
of  fuch  variety  and  length,  that  it 
began  with  poetry,  and  ended  at 
fluxions."    He  always  talked  as  if 
he  was  talking  upon  oath.  He 
was  the  wifetl  perfon,  and  had  the 
mod  know  lege  in  ready  cafh,  this 
writer  had  the  honour  to  be  ac- 
quainted with. — Here  a  little  paufc 
mult  be  endured.    The  poor  hand 
that  holds  the  pen  is  benumbed 
by  the  frolt  as  much  as  by  a  tor- 
pedo.   It  is  cold  within,  even  by 
the  fire- fide,  and  a  white  world 
abroad.  His  reader  has  a  moment's 
leifure  to  cenfure  or  commend  the 
harveit  of  anecdote  that  is  brought 
in,  for  his  fake  ;  and  if  he  has 
more  reading  than  ufual,  may  re- 
mark for  or  againft  it  in  the  manner 
of  the  Cardinal  to  Ariolto,  44  All 
this  may  be  true,  extraordinary, 
and  entertaining ;  but  where  the 
deuce  did  you  pick  it  all  up  f*"  The 
writer  perhaps  comes  within  the 
proverbial  obfervation,  that  the  in- 
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quifitice  perfon  ends  often  in  the 
chamber  of  the  tell-tale. — John- 
fon's  advice  was  confuted  on  all 
occafions.  He  was  known  to  be  a 
good  cafuift,  and  therefore  had 
many  cafes  for  his  jiugment.  It 
as  notorious*  that  fomc  men  had 
the  wickednefs  to  over  reach  him, 
and  to  injure  him,  till  they  were 
found  out.  Lauder  was  of  the 
number,  who  made,  at  the  time, 
all  the  friends  of  Mi'ton  his 
enemies.  For  this  he  expiated,  by 
cdmpotin a  prologue  to  Com  us, 
by  praiiing  Milton,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  his  great-grand-daughter. 
There  is  nobody  lb  likelv  to  be 
im poled  upon  as  a  good  man.  44  In 
the  bufinels  ot  Lauder  (fays  John- 
fon,  in  a  letter)  I  was  deceived, 
partly  by  thinking  the  man  too 
frantic  to  be  fraudulent."  His 
converfation,  in  the  judgment  of 
feveral,  was  thought  to  be  equal  to 
his  correct  writings.  Perhaps  the 
tongue  will  throw  out  more  ani- 
mated exprewons  than  the  pen.  He 
faid  the  moft  common  things  in 
the  neweft  manner.  He  nlways 
commanded  attention  and  regard. 
If  he  wrote  for  money,  c  tal,.ed 
for  reputation.  His  perfun,  thourh 
unadorned  with  drefs,  and  even 
deformed  by  ne^Wct,  made  vou  e\- 
pect  fomcthiug,  and  you  was  hardly 
ever  difappointcd.  His  manner 
was  intcrei-ing.;  the  tone  of  his 
voice,  and  the  iinceritv  of  his  ex- 
prelfions,  even  when  they  did  not 
captivate  your  affections,  or  carry 
conviction,  prevented  contempt. 
44  No  wonder  he  talks  with  more 
fenfe  than  any  of  m,  faid  Gold- 
fmith,  for  it  is  difcharged  from  a 
larger  caliber."  If  the  line,  by 
Pope,  on  his  father,  can  be  ap- 
plied to  Johnfon,  it  is  character- 
ise of  him,  who  never  fwore,  nor 
told  a  lie.    If  the  tirft  part  is  not 


osnfined  to  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
it  will  be  ufeful  to  infen  it. 

'«  Nor  dar'd  an  oath,  n  -r  haxarded  a  lie.** 

««  It  muft  be  owned,  his  coun- 
tenance, on  fome  occaftons,  re* 
fembted  too  much  the  mcdallic 
likenefs  ot  Mag  iabechi,  as  exhi- 
bited before  the  printed  account  of 
him  by  Mr.  Spencc.  No  mail 
dared  to  take  liberties  with  him, 
nor  flatly  contradict  him ;  for  h* 
could  repel  anv  attack,  having  at- 
wavs  about  him  the  weapons  of  ri- 
dicule) of  wit,  and  of  argument. 
No  man  was  prophane  or  oofcene 
in  hi;  company  ;  and  no  one  could 
leave  his  converfation  without  be- 
ing wiler  or  better.  It  mud  be 
owne  i,  that  fome  who  had  the 
dcrire  to  be  admitted  to  him, 
thought  k  m  too  dogmatical,  and 
as  exacting  too  much  homage  to 
his  opinions,  and  .ame  no  more. 
For  they  laid,  while  he  preiidcd  in 
his  library,  iVrrounded  by  his  ad- 
mirers, he  would,  44  like  Cato, 
give  his  \vt\c  fen  te  laws."  He 
had  great  ln<'w!c>-:  in  the  fcience 
of  human  n  .t  .rr,  and  of  the  fafhions 
and  cuftoms  of  life,  and  knew  the 
world  well.  He  I  ad  often  in  his^ 
mouth  this  line  of  Pope, 

L'he  proper  ftudy  ol  mankind  is  man.'* 

He  was  defiroU3  of  furveying  life 
in  11  its  modes  and  forms,  and  in 
all  climates,  Twenty  years  ago  he 
offered  to  attend  his  friend  V.mfit- 
tart  to  India,  who  was  invited  there 
to  make  a  fortune  ;  but  it  did  not 
take  place.  He  talked  much  of 
travelling  into  Poland,  to  obferve 
the  life  of  the  Palatines,  tu«»  ac« 
count  of  which  ftrtfck  his  curiolity 
very  moch.  H4?  Raflelas,  it  i:.  re- 
ported, he  wrote  to  raifc  a  purfe  of 
pecuniary  affiltance  to  his  aged  mo- 
ther at  Lichfield.    The  firft  title  of 

q4  his 


Digitized  by  Google 


£4o]    A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  Ot  Dr.  JOHNSON. 


his  mtnufcript  was,  "  Prince  of 
Ethiopia  ;*'  but,  as  he  had  creeled 
a  hiftory  of  Seged,  king  of  Ethio- 
pia, in  his  Ramblers,  he  changed 
jt  to  Abyflinia.  He  had  formerfy 
tranflated  an  account  of  thofe  coun- 
tries, written  by  a  French  Jcfuit. 
Mr.  Bruce  is  expected  to  give  us  a 
hiftory  of  both  thefe  countries. 
The  happy  valley  he  would  hardly 
be  able  to  find  in  Abyflinia.  Dr. 
Young  ufed  to  fay,  "  that  Raflelas 
was  a  lump  of  wifdom."  He  there 
difplays  an  uncommon  capacity  for 
remark,  and  makes  the  beft  ufe  of 
the  defcriptions  of  travellers.  It  is 
an  excellent  romance.  But  his 
journey  info  the  Wcflem  Ifland6  is 
an  original  thing.  He  hoped,  as 
he  faid,  when  he  came  back,  that 
no  Scotchman  had  any  right  to  be 
angry  with  what  he  wrote.  It  is 
a  book  written  without  theafliftance 
of  books.  He  faid,  "  it  was  his 
wifh  and  endeavour  not  to  make  a 
(ingle  quotation.**  His  curiofity 
mult  have  been  exceflive,  and  his 
ftrength  undecayed,  to  accomplifti 
a  journey  of  fuch  length,  and  fub- 
je<fl  to  fuch  inconvenience.  His 
book  was  eagerly  read.  One  of  the 
firft  men  of  the  age  (lord  Camdeu) 
told  Mr.  Garrick,  "  that  he  would 
forgive  Johnfon  all  his  wrong  no- 
tions refpccling  America,  on  ac- 
count of  his  writing  that  book." 
He  Thought  himfeif  the  hardier  for 
travelling.  He  took  a  tour  into 
France,  and  meditated  another  into 
Italy  or  Portugal,  for  the  fake  of 
the  climate.  But  Dr.  Brocklcf- 
by,  his  friend  and  phyfician,  (and 
who  that  knows  him  can  wifh  for 
more  companionable  and  profeflional 
knowlege  ?)  conjured  him,  by  every 
argument  in  his  power,  not  to  go 
abroad  in  the  flute  of  his  health  ; 
but  that  if  he  was  rcfolvcd  on  the 
firft,  and  wi(hcd  for  fomcthing  ad- 


ditional to  his  income,  dell  red  he 
would  permit  him  to  accommodate 
him  out  ot  his  fortune  with  one 
hundred  po  jnds  a  year,  during  his 
travels,  to  be  paid  by  inftalments. 

"  Yc  little  ftaw,  hide  your  diniiuilh'd 
heads." 

The  reply  to  this  generofity  was  to 
this  effect,  "  That  he  would  not  be 
obliged  to  any  perfon*s  libeiality, 
but  to  his  king's.*'  The  conti- 
nuance of  this  deflgn  to  go  abroad, 
occafioncd  the  application  for  an 
increafe  of  pennon,  that  is  fo  ho- 
nourable to  thofe  who  applied  for 
if,  and  to  die  lord  chancellor,  who 
gave  him  leave  to  draw  on  his  ban- 
ker for  any  fum.  It  is  juft  come  to 
the  knowlege  of  this  narrator,  that 
Mr.  Gerard  Hamilton  offered  John- 
fon his  purfe  of  one  hundred  gui- 
neas (bor.os  frit  huic  qu»que)  ;  but  it 
was  not  accepted,  M  for,  faid  John- 
fon, I  am  worth  fifteen  hundred 
pounds!"  A  fum  of  money  that 
would  la  ft  longer  than  the  whole 
half-guinea  that  Parfon  Adams 
boaflcd  was  fufficient  for  all  his 
charges  and  exnences.  The  reader, 
if  he  is  in  a  good  humour,  may  not 
diilike  the  comparative  allufion. 
Adams,  for  the  moment,  was  richer 
than  Johnfon.  With  the  courage 
of  a  man,  Johnfon  demanded  bo 
know  of  Brocklcfoy,  if  his  reco- 
very was  impofliblc?  Being  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative;  "  then, 
fays  he,  I  will  take  no  more  opium, 
and  give  up  my  phyiicians.*' 

**  At  lafl  he  faid,  "  If  I  am 
worfe,  I  cannot  go ;  if  I  am  better, 
I  need  not  go  ;  but  if  I  continue 
neither  better  nor  worfe,  I  am  as 
well  where  I  am."  The  writer  of 
this  Sketch  could  wifh  to  have  com- 
mitted to  memory  or  paper  all  the 
wife  and  fcnlible  things  that  drop- 
ped from  his  lips.  If  the  one  could 
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have  been  Xenophon,  the  other  was 
a  Socrates.  His  benevolence  to 
mankind  was  known  to  all  who 
knew  him.  Though  fo  declared  a 
friend  to  the  church  of  England, 
and  even  a  friend  to  the  Convoca- 
tion, it  allured ly  was  not  in  his 
wilh  -to  persecute  for  fpcculative 
notions.  He  ufed  to  fay,  he  had 
no  quarrel  uith  any  order  of  men, 
unlefs  they  diibelieved  in  reflation 
and  a  future  liatc.  This  writer  has 
permimon,  from  Dr.  Dunbar,  to  pub- 
lith  this  fpecimen  of  his  pertinacious 
opinion :  tor  which  Mr.  Hume  would 
have  put  him  into  his  chapter  of  bi- 
gots. That  prominent  feature  in  John- 
fon's  character  was  ftronglv  marked  in 
a  eonverfation  one  morning  with  me 
titt  a  tete.  He  reproached  me  in  a 
very  ferious,  though  amicable  llrain, 
for  commending  Mr.  Hume  as  1 
had  done  in  my  Eifrys  on  the  Hif- 
torv  of  Mankind.  1  vindicated  my- 
fclr*  from  the  imputation  as  well  as 
I  was  able — But  he  remained  difla- 
tisfied  ;  ftill  condemned  my  praife 
•f  Hume  ;  and  added  :  u  For  my 
part,  fir,  1  mould  as  foon  have 
praifed  a  mad  dog." 

Another  morning  when  he  ex- 
poilulated  with  me  on  the  fame  of- 
fence, I  anfwered,  thut  I  had,  in- 
deed, commended  Mr.  Hume  for 
talents  which  really  belonged  to 
him ;  but,  by  no  means  for  his 
Scqwicifm,  his  Infidelity,  or  Irre- 
ligion.  **  I  could  not,  fir,"  f<»id 
lobnfon,  44  on  any  account,  have 
been  the  inftiumcm  of  his  praife. 
When  I  publ.flied  my  Dictionary,  I 
might  have  quoted  Hobbei  as  an  au- 
thority in  language-*  as  well  as  many 
other  writers  of  his  time :  but  I 
icorned,  fir,  to  quote  him  at  all ; 
becauic  1  did  nor  like  his  prin- 
riples."  He  would  indeed  ha«e 
fided  with  Sachcvcell  again  ft 
Daniel  Bur^efs,  if  he  thought 
the  church  was  in  danger.  His 


hand  and  his  heart  were  al- 
ways open  to  charity.  The  ob- 
jects under  his  own  roof  were  only? 
a  few  of  the  fubjeets  for  relief.  He 
was  at  the  head  of  fubferijxion  in 
cafes  of  diftrefs.  His  guinea,  as 
he  laid  of  another  man  of  a  boun- 
tiful difpolition,  was  always  ready. 
He  wrote  an  exhortation  to  publ  c 
bounty.  He  drew  up  a  paper  to 
recommend  the  French  pri (oners, 
in  the  laft  war  but  one,  to  the  En- 
glim  benevolence ;  which  was  of 
lervice.  He  implored  the  hand  of 
benevolence  for  others,  even  when 
he  almoft  feemed  a  proper  object  of 
it  himfclf. 

"  L  ike  his  hero  Savage  while  ia 
company  with  him,  he  is  fuppofed 
to  have  formerly  llrolled  about  the 
llreets  almoft  houfcleff,  and  as  if  he 
was  obliged  to  go  without  the  chcaf- 
ful  meal  of  the  day,  or  to  wander 
about  for  one,  as  is  reported  of  Ho- 
mer. If  this  were  true,  it  is  no 
wonder  if  he  was  unknown,  or  un- 
inquired  after,  for  a  long  time  : 

««  Slow  rifes  worth  by  poverty  deprcrfsM.* 

When  once  diftinguiflied,  as  he  ob- 
ferves  of  Afcham,  be  gained  admi- 
rers. He  was  fitted  by  nature  for 
a  critic.  His  Lives  of  the  Poeta 
(like  all  his  biographical  pieces)  are 
well  wriiten.  He  gives  us  the  pulp 
without  the  hufks.  He  has  told 
their  perfonal  hillory  very  weP. 
But  every  thing  is  not  new.  Per- 
haps whar  Mr.  Steevens  helped  him 
to,  has  increaftd  the  number  of  the 
bell  anecdotes.  But  his  criticifins 
of  their  works  are  of  the  moft 
worth,  and  the  greateft  novelty. 
His  pcrfpicacity  \va?  very  extraor* 
dinary.  He  was  able  to  take  mca- 
fure  of  every  intellectual  object: 
and  to  fee  all  round  it.  If  he  chofe 
to  plume  himfclf  as  nn  author,  he 
might  on  account  of  the  gift  ot  in- 
tuition, 

44  The 
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by  Lord  Kaims  made  their  appear* 

The  hrightcft  feather  ia  the  Eagle's  gncc. 

wins  "  "  It  may  be  inferted  here,  that 

He  has  been  cenfured  for  want  of  fohnion,  foon  after  his  coming  to 

tafte  or  good  nature,  in  what  he  fays  Lon Jon,  had  thought  of  writing  a 

of  Prior,  Gray,  Lyttelton,  Ham-  Nitiory  of  the  Revival  of  Learn - 

mond,  and  others,  and  to  have  ing.    The  book  fellers  had  other 

praifed  fome  pieces  that  nobody  fervice  to  offer  him.    But  he^ncver 

thought  highly  of.    It  was  a  fault  undertook  it.    The  proprietors  of 

in  our  critic  too  often  to  take  occa-  the  Univerfal  Hillory  wilhed  him 

fion  to  (hew  himfelf  fuperior  to  his  to  take  any  part  in  that  voluminous 

fubject,  and  alfo  to  trample  upon  work.    But  he  declined  their  offer, 

it.    There  is  no  talking  about  tafte.  His  lad  employers  wanted  him  to 

Perhaps  Johnfon,  who  fpoke  from  undertake  the  lite  of  Spenfer.  But 

his  laft  feelings,  forgot  thofc  of  his  he  faid,  Warton  had  left  little  or 

youth.    The  love  verfes  of  Waller  nothing  for  him  to  do.    A  fyitem 

and  others  have  no  ch.trms  for  old  of  morals  next  was  propofed.  But 

age.    Even   Prior's  Henry  and  perhaps  he  chofe  to  promife  nothing 

Emma,  which  plcafed  the  old  and  more    He  thought,  as,  like  the 

furiy  Dennis,  had  no  attractions  for  running  horfe  in  Horace,  he  bad 

him.    Of  Gray,  he  always  fpoke  done  his  bell,  he  ihould  give  up 

as  he  wrote,  and  called  his  poetry  the  race  and  the  chace.    His  cha- 

artificial.    If  word  and  thought  go  rafter  for  learning  lifted  him  into 

together,  the  odes  of  Gray  were  fo  much  confequence,.  that  it  occa- 

not  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  our  critic,  fioned  fevcral  refpe&able  writers  to 

But  what  compofition  can  Hand  be-  dedicate  their  works  to  him.  This 

fore,  the  porcupine  pen  of  criticifm?  was  to  receive  more  reverence  than 

Mr.  Porter,  the  elegant  tranflator  he  paid.    Murphy  (to  whom  he 

of  iEfchylus,  has  ably  defended  was  obliged,  as  he  often  faid,  for 

the  ode  and  ode-writing  of  Gray  many  focial  hapoineucs)  addrefled 

againft  the  opinion  of  Johnfon  :  \o  to  him  an  imitation  of  a  fatire  of 

has  a  Scotch  profeflbr,  in  an  enter-  Boileau  :  and  Goldfmith  dedicated 

raining-  but  1  area  flic  a  I  imitation  of  a  comedy  to  him,  and  praifed  him 

his  language  and  criticifm.    Lyt-  for  what,  as  he  explained  it,  John- 

telton,  Akenfide,  and  Hammond,  fon  would  like  to  be  praifed—^'  his 

have  alfo  found  friend*  in  their  de-  piety,  and  his  wit."  Franklin,  (as  a 

fence  againft  Johnfon's  accufation.  iincere  admirer  of  his  refpe&able 

He  made  fome  frefti  obfer  vat  ions  characler)  inferibed  his  tranflatioo 

on  Milton,  by  placing  him  in  a  of  Lucian's  Dcmonax  to  him,  and 

new  point  of  view-:  and  if  he  has  terms   him  the  Dcmonax  of  the 

fhewn  more  of  his  excellencies  than  prefent  age.    His  dependent  Le* 

Addifon  does,  he  accompanies  them  vett  died  luddenly  under  his  roof, 

with  more  defecls.    He  took  no  He  prefcrved  hit  name  from  obii* 

critic  from  the  (hclf,  neither  Arif-  vion,  by  writing  -sn  elegiac  epi* 

totlc,    Boflu,  nor  Boileau.    He  taph  for  him,  which  (hews  that  his 

hardly*  liked  to  quote,  much  more  poetical  fire  was  not  extinguished, 

to  ileal.    He  drew  his  judgments  and  is  fo  appropriate,  that  it  could 

from  the  principles  of  human  na-  belong  to  no  other  perfon  in  the 

ture,  of  which  the  Rambler  is  full,  world.    Johnfon  faid,  that  the  re* 

before  the  Elements  of  Criticifm  mark  of  appropriaiion,  was  jutk 

criti- 
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criticifm  :  his  friend  was  induced  to 
pronounce,  that  he  would  not  have 
fo  good  an  epitaph  written  for  him- 
felf.  Pope  has  nothing  equal  to  it 
in  his  fepuichral  poetry  When 
he  dined  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  a 
private  table  in  the  city,  their  mu- 
tual altercations  were  forgot,  at 
lead  for  that  day.  John  fort  did 
not  remember  the  North  Briton, 
nor  the  (harpnefs  ol  a  paper  againft 
his  det'cription  or  definition  of  an 
alphabetical  point  animadverted 
upon  in  his  Dictionary  by  that  man 
of  acutenefs  ;  who,  in  his  turn, 
forgot  the  fevcrity  of  a  pamphlet 
of  Johnfon's.  All  was,  during  this 
meal,  a  reciprocation  of  w  t  and 
good  humour.  During  the  annual 
come  ft  in  the  city,  johnfon  c«m- 
feflcd,  that  Wilkes  would  make  a 
very  good  chamberluin  When 
Johnfon  (who  had  faid  that  he 
would  as  foon  dine  with  jack  Ketch 
as  with  jack  Wilkes)  could  fit  at 
the  fame  table  with  this  patriot,  it 
may  be  concluded  he  did  not  write 
his  animofities  in  marble. —  Johnfon 
was  famous  for  faying  what  are 
called  gtcil  things.  Mr.  Bofwell, 
who  aliened  to  him  for  fo  many 
years,  has  probably  remembered 
many.  He  mentioned  many  of 
them  to  Paoli,  who  paid  him  the 
lalt  tribute  of  a  viiit  to  his  grave. 
If  johnfon  had  had  as  good  eyes  as 
Bofwell,  he  might  have  fecn  more 
trees  in  Scotland,  perhaps,  than  he 
mentions. 

u  This  is  not  the  record-office 
for  his  fayings :  but  a  few  muft  be 
recollected  here.  For  Plutarch  has 
not  thought  it  beneath  his  dignity 
to  relate  fomc  things  of  this  fort, 
of  fomc  of  his  heroes.  "  Pray,  Dr. 
Johnfon  (faid  fomebody),  is  the 
mailer  of  the  manfion  at  Streatham 
a  man  of  much  convcrfation,  or  is 
he  onlv  wife  and  iilent?5*  u  He 
ftrikes,"  fays  Johnfon,  «*  once  an 
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hour,  and  I  fuppofe  ftrikes  right." 
Mr.  Tlnale  lclt  him  a  legacy,  and 
made  him  an  excutor.  It  came  to 
Johnfon's  ears,  that  the  g- eat  book- 
feller  in  the  S'rand,  on  receiving 
the  lait  manufcript  flieet  of  his 
Dictionary,  had  faid,  Give  John- 
fon his  money,  for  I  thank  God  I 
have  done  with  him."  The  phi- 
lologcr  took  care  th  t  he  (hould  re- 
ceive his  compliments,  and  be  in- 
formed, **  he  was  extremely  glad 
he  returned  thanks  to  God  tor  any 
th  ng."  Well  known  is  the  rude 
reproof  he  gave  to  a  talker,  who 
averted,  that  every  individual  in 
Scotland  had  I  teratuie.  (By  the 
by,  modern  ftatefmen  do  not  with 
that  every  one  in  the  king's  domi- 
nions mould  be  able  to  write  and 
read.)  41  The  general  learning  of 
the  Scotch  nation  (faid  he,  in  a  bad 
humour)  refembles  the  condition  of 
a  fliip's  crew,  condemned  to  (hort 
allowance  of  provifions :  everv  one 
hasir  mouthful,  and  nobody  a  tnlly- 
full.'  Mr.  Garrick  ufed  to  relate 
an  incident,  with  great  humour, 
but  without  perfon.il  mimickry  (of 
which  perhaps  he  was  the  inventor, 
and  the  inheritance  went  to  Footc), 
lays  the  communicator,  who  defired 
it  might  have  a  place  here  that  made 
a  good  ftory,  as  he  told  it  John- 
fon was  once  befet  with  queltions, 
by  fomebody,  about  the  merits  of 
the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  that  had 
juft  made  its  public  appearance. 
After  fubmittinj*  to  hear  fome  fa- 
vourite dcfcriptivc  paflage,  which 
the  reciter  praifed  to  the  fkies,  ig- 
norantly  or  hypocritically,  he  was 
a  iked,  if  there  ever  had  been  writ- 
ten lines  fo  tranfeendently  excellent 
by  any  other  poet  i  To  get  rid  of 
the  importunity,  Johnfon  impctu- 
oully  replied;  "Yes,  by  many  a 
man— bv  many  a  woman— and  by 
many  a  child.''— This  anfwer  im- 
mediately checked  the  cnthufiafm  of 

the 
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the  querift.  On  reporting  this  de-  of  him,  that  he  was  never  overtaken 
cifion  at  a  table,  it  was  aflertcd  in  with  liquor,  a  declaration  biihop 
company,  that  Johnfofl  took  an  op-  Hoadly  makes  of  himfelf.  He  own- 
port  unity  of  faying  this  again,  to  a  ed  that  he  drank  his  bottle  at  a  cer- 
very  eminent  fcholar  at  Edinburgh,  tain  time  of  life.  Lions,  and  the 
whom  he  made  an  enemy  by  it.  fierceft  of  the  wild  creation,  fa  id  he, 
"  This  opinion  of  our  critic  was  drink  nothing  but  water.  Like  So- 
not  meant  as  a  feverity  againft  Dou-  lomon,  who  tried  fo  many  thing* 
£las  ;  for  he  had  faid,  "  he  thought  for  curiofity  and  delight,  he  re- 
it  as  good  a  firft  play  as  he  had  nounced  lirong  liquors,  (Itrong  U- 
read."  Gray  commended  it  excef-  quors,  according  to  Feoton,  ot  all 
fively.  It  accordingly  holds  its  kinds,  were  the  averlion  of  Milton) ; 
rank  at  tne  theatre.  Its  merits,  and  and  he  might  have  faid,  as  that  king 
the  great  performance  of  the  cha-  is  made  to  do  by  Prior, 
racter  of  lady  Randolph  by  Mrs. 

Siddons,  who  is  above  praife,  bring  "  1  <*™k>  1  l;kM             'twas  rage, 

it  into  frequent  reprcfentation,  and  An  airyVI^CtVanfitory  joy^' 
occanon  clapping  hands  and  weep- 
ing eyes.  Johnfon  received,  in  His  temper  was  not  naturally  fmooth, 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  a  long  but  feldum  boiled  over.  It  was 
and  agreeable  vifit  from  this  aclrcfs.  worth  while  to  find  out  the  molim 
On  his  being  afked  afterwards,  if  tcmpora /and:.  The  words  pugamm 
he  could  not  wi(h  to  compofe  a  part  cantcmptor  fell  often  from  him  in  a 
in  a  new  tragedy  (Euripides  and  reverie.  When  a  Iked  about  them, 
Voltaire  wrote  plays  when  they  he  faid,  he  appropriated  them  from 
were*older  than  Johnfon)  to  difplay  a  preface  of  Dr.  Hody.  He  was 
her  powers  ?  He  replied,  "  Mis.  delirous  of  feeing  every  thing  that 
Siddons  excels  in  the  pathetic,  for  was  extraordinary  in  art  or  nature  ; 
which  I  have  no  talent."  Then,  and  to  refemblc  his  lmlac  in  his  mo- 
fays  his  friend,  imperial  tragedy  ral  romance  of  Ratrdas.  It  was  the 
muft  belong  to  you  (alluding  to  his  fault  of  fortune  that  he  did  not 
Irene.)  Johnfon  fmilcd.  Of  this  animadvert  on  every  thing  at  home 
enough.  His  fizc  has  been  defcrib  •  or  abroad.  He  had  been  upon  the 
ed  to  be  large :  his  mind  and  perfon  fak«water,  and  obferved  fomething 
both  in  a  large  fcale.  His  face  and  of  a  fca-life  :  of  the  uniformity  of 
features  are  happily  preferved  by  the  fcene,  and  of  the  fickoefs  and 
Reynolds  and  by  Nollikens.  His  turbulence  belonging  to  that  ele* 
face  and  moulders  were  moulded  and  ment,  he  had  felt  enough.  He  had 
taken  off  fince  his  death,  (alas!  Teen  a  little  of  the  military  life  and 
how  changed  from  him!)  by  Hof-  difciplioe,  by  having  pa  (Ted  whole 
kins,  of  St.  Martin's-lane,  from  days  and  nights  in  the  camp,  and 
which  a  buft  is  made.  His  elocu-  in  the  tents,  at  Warlcy  Common, 
tion  was  energetic,  and,  in  the  He  was  able  to  make  himfelf  enter- 
words  of  a  great  fcholar  in  the  mining  in  his  description  of  what  he 
North,  who  did  not  like  him,  he  had  fecn.  A  fpark  was  enough  to 
fpoke  in  the  Lincolnftiire  dialeft.  illuminate  him.  The  giant  and  the 
His  articulation  became  worfe,  by  Corfican  fairy  were  objects  of  at- 
fome  dental  lolTes.  But  he  never  tention  to  him.  The  riding-horfes 
was  filent  on  that  account,  nor  un-  in  Aftley's  amphitheatre  (no  new 
willing  to  talk.  It  never  was  faid  public  amufement,  for  Homer  al- 
ludes 
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tildes  to  it)  he  went  to  fee ;  and  on 
the  fireworks  of  Torri  he  wrote  a 
Latin  poem. 

"  The  ftudy  of  humanity,  as 
was  injurioufly  faid  of  the  great 
Benrl.-y,  had  not  made  him  inhu- 
man. He  never  wantonly  brandiih- 
ed  his  formidable  weapon.  He 
intended  to  keep  his  cnamics  off.  He 
did  not  mean,  :ts  in  the  advice  of 
Radcliffe  to  Mead,  "  to  bully  the 
world,  led  the  world  fhould  bully 
him."  He  feemed  to  be  endowed 
with  great  clemency  to  all  fubordi- 
natc  beings.  He  faid,  44  he  would 
not  lit  at  table,  where  a  lobftcr  that 
had  been  roifted  alive  was  one  of 
the  difhes.  His  charities  were  many  ; 
only  not  fo  extenfive  as  his  pity, 
for  that  was  univerfal.  He  fre- 
quently remarked,  that  every  year 
took  tomething  from  him  of  life, 
and  robbed  him  of  a  companion  or 
an  acquaintance.  He  had  faid  in 
his  Preface  to  his  Dictionary,  that 
he  had  outlived  all  he  wilhed  to 
pleafc.  However  fond  he  was  of 
exigence,  and  afraid  of  death,  he 
would  have  thought  the  lot  contain- 
ed in  the  wifh  and  punifliment  of 
the  ancients,  ultimus  fitarum  moria- 
tur  !  intolerable.  An  evening  con- 
vivial club,  for  three  nights  in  every 
ivcck,  was  contrived  to  amufe  him,- 
in  Eflcx-ftrcet,  founded,  according 
to  his  own  words,  *«  in  frequency 
and  parfimony  to  which  he  gave 
a  fct  of  rules,  as  Ben  Jonfon  did 
his  legti  contri<valts  at  the  Devil  ta- 
vern—— Johnfon  alked  one  of  his  exe- 
cutors, a  few  days  before  his  death 
(which,  according  to  his  will,  he 
expected  every  day)  '*  where  do  you 
intend  bury  me  r"  lie  anfwered, 
44  In  Weftminiler  Abbey."  Then," 
continued  he, 44  place  a  ft  one  over  my 
grave  (probably  to  notify  the  fpot) 
that  my  remains  may  not  be  dis- 
turbed.'* This  direction  is  exe- 
cuted.   His  expcOations  of  death 
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were  fo  immediate,  that  he  had  not 
time  to  bequeath  his  houfe  at  Litch- 
field, to  maintain  an  exhibition  at 
Pembroke-College,  as  he  had  re- 
folved.  For  he  was  dciirous  of* 
paying  that  tributary  refpeft,  and 
of  taking  that  method  of  making 
himfelf  remembered  by  that  fociety. 
He  gave  a  copy  of  his  works  very 
lately  to  Dr.  Adams,  the  prefeut 
miller,  who  had  been  his  tutor. 
Tutor  and  pupil  had  a  meeting  in 
the  way  to  London  from  Derby  - 
(hire,  which  furnilhed  a  conven- 
tion, the  former  thinks,  (though 
old  in  years  and  in  wifdoin),  he 
(hull  be  the  better  fur  as  long  as  he 
lives,  and  which,  if  Johnfon  had 
lived  longer,  the  world  alfo  might 
have  been  the  better  for.  He  in- 
tended to  compofe  and  pttbliih  a  vo- 
lume of  Devotions,  fays  Dr.  Adams. 
Who  will  come  forth  with  an  in- 
fcription  for  him  in  the  PoetVCor- 
ner  ?  Who  fliould  have  thought  that 
Garrick  and  Johnfon  would  have 
their  lall  deep  together?  Jt  were  to 
be  wifhed  he  could  have  written  hit 
own  epitaph  with  propriety.  None 
of  the  lapidary  infenptions  by  Dr. 
Frcind  have  more  merit  than  what 
Johnfon  wrote  on  Thrale,  on  Gold* 
linith,  and  Mrs.  Sal i (bury.  By  the 
way,  one  of  thefc  was  criticifed,  by 
fo  nc  men  of  learning  and  tafte,  from 
the  tifblc  of  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds, 
and  conveyed  to  him  in  a  round 
robin.  Maty,  in  his  Review, 
praifes  his  Latin  epitarihs  very 
highly.  This  fon  of  ftudy  and  of 
indigence  died  worth  above  feven- 
teen  hundred  pounds  ;  Milton  died 
worth  fifteen  hundred.  His  legacy 
to  his  black  fcrvanr  Frank  is  noble 
and  exemplary.  Milton  left  in  hit 
hand-writing  the  titles  of  fome  fu- 
ture fubjects  for  his  pen ;  fo  did 
Johnfon.  The  book  fellers  gave  it 
out,  as  a  piece  of  literary  news,  that 
he  had  an  inclination  to  tranflatc 

the 
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the  lives  of  Plutarch  from  the 
Greek.  It  appears  from  his  literary 
memorandum -book,  that  this  wis 
ooc  of  the  talks  he  affigned  to  him- 
felf»  He  had  cut  out  fo  much  for 
himfelf,  that  many  more  years  of 
life  would  not  have  concluded  thefe 
Herculean  labours.  The  winter  be- 
fore he  died,  he  talked  ferioufly  of 
a  tranflation  of  Thuanus,  one  vo- 
lume of  which  is  already  tranflated 
in  folio,  by  Dr.  Wilfon  of  New- 
ark. 

"  Johnfon  died  by  a  quiet  endRknt 
expiration^  to  ufe  his  own  words' on 
Milton :  and  his  funeral  was  ref- 
peclably  and  numeroufty  attended. 
The  friends  of  the  doctor  were  ha^  py 
on  his  eafy  departure,  for  rhey  ap- 
prehended he  might  have  died  hard. 
It  muft  be  told,  that  a  diiTitisfaclion 
was  exprefTed  in  the  public  papers, 
that  he  was  not  buried  with  all  pof- 
fible  funeral  rites  and  honours.  In 
all  proceffions  and  folemnitics  fome- 
thing  will  be  forgotten  or  omitted. 
Here  no  difrefpeft  was  intended. 
The  executors  did  not  think  them- 
selves juftified  in  doing  more  than 
they  did.  For  only  a  little  cathedral 
fervice,  accompanied  with  lights  and 
muuc,  would  have  raifed  the  price 
of  interment.  In  this  matter,  fees 
run  high  :  they  could  not  be  ex- 
cused ;  and  the  expences  were  to  be 
paid  from  the  proper  ty  of  the  de- 
ecafed.  His  funeral  expences  a- 
mounted  to  more  than  two  hun- 
dred pounds.  Future  monumental 
charges  may  be  defrayed  by  the  ge- 
nerality of  fubfeription  :  the  whole 
coft  will  be  more  than  the  laft  men- 
tioned fum.  At  the  end  of  this 
Sketch,  it  may  be  hinted  (fooner 
might  have  been.  prepofTeflion)  that 

iohnfon  told  this  writer,  for  he  faw 
e  always  had  his  eye  and  his  ear 
upon  him,  that  at  fome  time  or  other 
he  might  be  called  upon  to  aflift  a 
pofthumous  account  of  him. 


**  A  hint  was  given  to  our  author, 
many  years  ago,  by  this  rhapfodiil* 
to  write  his  own  lite,  left  fomebody 
fltould  write  it  for  him.  He  has 
reafon  to  believe,  he  has  left  a  ma- 
nuscript biography  behind  him.  His 
executors,  all  honourable  men,  will 
fit  in  judgment  upon  his  papers. 
Thuanus,  Buchanan,  Huerius, 
Bayle,  and  others,  have  been  their 
own  hiftorians,  or  journaliih. 

**  It  was  forgot  to  be  told,  that 
twenty  years  ago  he  gave  an  abftra«5i 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  of 
Mr.  Tytlcr's  book,  in  vindication  of 
Mary  queen  of  Scots,  at  the  miti- 
gation of  ..n  old  acquaintance.  Pro- 
bably he  thought  tier  innocent  of 
the  charge  of  writing  the  letters  to 
Both  well. 

"  Burhe  confefled,  that  her  letting 
Bothwell  run  away  with  her,  and 
the  marrying  him  afterwards,  was 
very  profligate  and  indefenfible. 
This  writer  cannot  avoid  giving  the 
clallical  reader,  Dryden's  Virgil  lying 
upon  his  table,  a  parallel  adventure 
(for,  fays  Voltaire,  there  are  exam- 
ples of  every  thing  in  this  world) 
of  Dido  the  queen  of  Carthage, 
who  was  ruined  by  love  (as  much 
as  the  defiring  and  the  deferable 
Mary  of  Scotland),  and  followed 
her  paramour  i£neas  into  the  cave, 
where  and  when,  (ays  poetical  hif- 
tory, 

"  She  call'd  it  marriage,  hy  that  fpcci- 

"  ous  name 
«•  To  veil  the  crime,  and  faudify  the 

«  flume." 

'*  That  the  ceremonies  were  fltort, 
we  may  believe,"  fays  Dryden,  *'  for 
Dido  was  not  only  amorous,  but  a 
widow." 

**  He  wrote  the  plan  for  the  Li- 
terary Magazine,  and  furoiOied  it 
with  fome  excellent  eflays  and  cri« 
ticifms.  He  compofed  the  Preface 
to  the  Poems  of  Mifs  Williams,  the 

Pre- 
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Preface  to  Sully's  Memoirs,  to  Mac-  Hoole's  liberal  tranflation  of  that 

bean's  Claffical  Geography,  and  to  poet.    Since  the  rounding  of  this 

Adams  on  the  Glohes.   Mr.  Davics  period,  intelligence  is  brought,  that 

collected  mod  of  his  Fugitive  Pieces  this  literary  chair  is  purchafed  by 

into  three  handfome  volumes.  Mr.  Hoole.    Relicks  arc  venerable 

"  He  had  a  large,  but  not  a  things,  and  are  only  not  to  be  wor- 

fp  lend  id  library,  near  5000  volumes,  (hipped.    On  the  reading-chair  of 

Many  authors,  not  in  hoftility  with  Mr.  Speaker  Onflow  a  part  of  this 

him,    prefented   him    with  their  hiftorical  (ketch  was  written, 

works.    But  his  ftudy  did  not  con-  "  The  memory  of  fome  people, 

tain  half  his  books.    He  po tic  fled  fays  Mably  very  lately,  "  is  their 

the  chair  that  belonged  to  the  Ci-  underftanurag.        This    may  bo 

ceronian    Dr.  King  of   Oxford,  thought,  by  fome  readers,  to  be  the 

which  was  given  him  by  his  friend  cafe  in  point.    Whatever  anecdotes 

Vanfittart.     It  anfwers  the  pur-  were  furnifhed  by  memory,  this  pen 

pofes  of  reading  and  writing,   by  did  not  ehoofe  to  part  with  to  any 

night  or  by  day  ;  and  is  as  valuable  compiler.    His  little  bit  of  gold  he 

in  all  refpecTs  as  the  chair  of  Ari-  has  worked  into  as  much  gold-leaf 

ofto,  as  delineated  in  the  Preface  to  as  he  could. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  Mr.  THEODOSIUS  FORREST. 

By  Mr.  Tyers. 

U  Fiiday  the  5th  of  No-  flored  his  health,  and  continued 
\J  vember,  1784,  died  fud-  him  much  longer  amongft  the  cir- 
denly,  Mr.  Theodofius  Forrell,  an  cie  of  thofe  he  loved,  and  wh» 
attorney  of  good  reputation,  at  his  loved  him;  for  he  declared,  on  bi3 
houfe  in  Georgc-ftreet,  York-build-  return,  that  he  went  from  London 
ings. — A  nervous  diforder,  attended  with  every  complaint,  and  felt  not 
with  a  black  jaundice,  which  gained  a  difagrceable  lenfation  while  he 
ground  with  the  greateft  rapidity  on  was  abfent  from  home.  True  is 
his  conftitution,  nSortened  his  d,.yi  generally  found  that  medical  ob- 
at  the  age  of  about  fiftv-fix.  He  fervation,  in  every  point  of  view, 
was,  all  his  life  long,  in  poetical  that  «*  motion  is  the  tenure  of 
expreflion,  "tremblingly  alive  all  life;"  and  pertinent  is  the  old  La- 
o'cr."  He  was  fo  anxious  in  the  tin  jingle,  **  Prregrinatio  terumnar- 
fervice  of  his  clients,  that,  at  thofe  urn  utratfo,'"  But  neither  friend- 
times,  he  may  be  faid  hardly  to  ftiip,  that  funihine  of  lite,  nor 
have  known  what  flcep  was.  He  profperiry,  that  preferver  of  good 
was  obliged,  on  account  of  in-  humour  to  the  end  of  it,  could 
creafing  bodily  and  mental  dif-  fave  him  from  the  gloom  of  dejec- 
trefles,  to  refign  a  great  part  of  his  tion  and  defpair.  Thofe  who  fa w 
profeflional  bulinefs.  It  was  hoped  him  during  his  laft  month,  per- 
by  bis  acquaintance,  that  a  fix  ceived  that  "Melancholy  marked 
weeks  tour  be  took  into  Ireland,  him  for  her  own."  Itwasagrc.it- 
thi*  U&  fummcr,  would  have  re-  er  forrow  than  furprizc  to  find,  that 

ia 
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in  the  defection  of  reafon,  and  early  admitted  a  member,  (and  o 

from  not  knowing  what  he  was  do-  which  his  father  ,  was  one  of  ihe 

ing,  •*  he  took  up  arms  againft  a  eldeft)  where  his  plea'amrics  were 

fca  of  troubles,"  and  left  his  port,  much  regarded.    If  he   was  not 

as  a  fentinel,  before  he  was  fum-  able  "  to  fet  the  table  in  a  roar/* 

jROned  awjy — 44  Multi  idem  feccrunt  yet  he  always  excited  attention,  and 

itbon**    At  the  beginning  of  life  al   thought  themfelvcs   lucky  in 

be  (ludied  drawing  under  Lambert,  having  him  torn  gueft.    "  He  was 

the  firll  landfcape -painter;  (for,  as  fond  tofpre.id  friendftups,  but  (tho* 

yet,   the  two  Sandbys,   Wilfon,  a  man  of  the  law)  to  cover  heats.H 

Gainlborough,  Marlow,  Louther-  He  was  alfo  happy  in  his  poetical 

bourgh,  and  Wheatly,  were  not  •)  talent.    He  coinpofcd  many  fongs, 

or,  as  his  own  exprellion  was,  he  and  fung  rhem  well.    May  no  lite- 

flood  behind  hi9  chair,  and  ac-  rary  ion  of  poverty  make  a  collcc- 

3uired  fuch  a  rclifh  for  the  arts  tion,  and  fcrvc  them  up  to  the  pub- 
lat  it  never  forfook  him.  The  lie!  But  he  feldom  luffered  ling- 
mind,  like  the  caflc  in  Horace,  long,  or  epigram,  to  break  in  upon 
will  long  retain  it's  habitual  rla-  hi*  line  of  bu Unci's.  **  He  penned 
Your.  Till  within  this  year  or  two,  no  llanza  when  he  ftiou'd  cngrofs 
he  annually  exhibited  a  drawing  at  — parchments,  not  poetry,  lay  up- 
the  Royal  Academy.  He  had  a  0:1  his  ofiicc-:able — it  was  crowded 
great  number  of  them  at  his  own  with  loaHs  and  conveyances.  Yet, 
houfe,  and  a  good  collection  of  in  1775,  during  a  vacation,  he 
stbofe  of  other  artith.  He  was  wrote  a  mimical  after  piece  for  Co- 
^univerfally  known  to  the  matters  in  vcnt-Gardt  n,  cal.cd,  '1  he  Weather- 
the  polite  arts,  but  was  not  envied  cock  (that  emblem  of  fubluuary 
or  difliked  by  any  of  them.  He  things),  which,  the  author  not  bc- 
was  conftdcred,  as  Johnfon  fays  of  ing  able,  in  the  boait  of  poor 
Cay,  by  Pope,  Swift,  and  Ar-  Bayes,  to  "  pit,  box,  and  gallery 
buthnot,  as  their  playfellow  and  it,"  after  a  tew  nights  uas  with- 
companion,  inftead  of  their  rival,  drawn.  This  difappointmcnt  can- 
His  father  f  called  him  off  from  not  and  need  not  be  concealed,  ^for 
this  feduftivc  employment  to  the  that  bow  of  Ulyfles  is  not  to  be 
lucrative  track  of  an  attorney,  and  ,  drawn  by  evcrv  hand),  as  it  is  pub- 
made  him  ferve  a  clerkfhip  under  limed,  in  alphabetical  record,  in 
bim:  but  though  he  was  obliged  that  entertaining  repolitory  of  bio- 
to  confide r  the  law  as  his  wife,  th»  grapliical  and  dramatic  information, 
arts  were  the  miflrefles  of  his  affec-  the  Biographia  Dratnatica.  He 
tion.  He  had  a  paflion  for  mufic,  never  ventured  another  theatrical 
though  he  played  upon  no  inftru-  voyage  iu  his  fmall  pinnace,  (as 
ment;  could  catch  a  favourite  air  dangerous  as  the  aerial  ones  of  Lu- 
with  furpritin^  quicknef?,  and  had  naidi  and  Blanchard)  which  a  po- 
a  very  a^r^cable  manner  offing-  pular  hurricane  overfer.  He  feu  Ik- 
ing, though  no  voice.  He  feldom  ed  from  his  acquaintance  (for  he 
failed  attending  the  Beef  Stcjk  Club  was  a  fenfnive  plant  on  the  occa- 
cvery  Saturday,  of  which  he  wa»  lion)  for  a  few  days,  and  wiihed 

*  But  Wort  on  was— add*  a  friend. 

f  Hp  wrote  the  Five  Days  Peregrination  of  Hojrarth,  himfelf,  and  three  other*, 
which  the  latt  Mr.  Goflbg  vcruficd,  and  Mr.  Xichuls  menrporated  with  b^s  Anccdotv* 
<rf  Hogarth. 
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the  poet  to  be  forgot  in  the  attor- 
ney.   He  had  as  many  friends,  and 
as  few  enemies,  as  can  be  fuppofed; 
perhaps  none  but  what  the  profe- 
CJtion  of  law  made  hi  n.    He  had  a 
plentiful  income,  and  was  poflcflcd 
of  m.oney  in  the  funds.    He  was 
affectionately,  and  pcrhap«,  by  tome 
on  account  of  his  figure,  for  he  .va? 
rather  under  the  common  fizc,  call- 
ed Little  Forreft ;  but  he  wa?  a  gi- 
ant in  the  eftimation  of  all  of  both 
iexes  who  knew  lun.    The  pi  cture 
at  the  exhibiv.on,  for  which  he  and 
his  convivial  friend,  the  entertain- 
ing, and  no.v  aritqiarian,  Grofe, 
arc  fuppofed  to  h:ue  lent  them- 
felvcs  to  the  canvas  of  Hone  the 
painter,  in  the  habits  of  monks, 
drew  every  one's  eye*  and  was 
known  at  'firft  fight:  Forreil,  by 
the  tenuity  of  pcribn,  and  the  jo- 
Vial  adjutant,  by  the  double  chin, 
and  rotundity  of  the  Spanifh  Friar. 
Jt  was  a  fecne  of  character  and 
Contraft.    More  would  have  been 
too  much;   for,   where  character 
ends,  caricature  begins.    A  print 
was  engraved  from  the  picture.  He 
was  not  only  loved,  but  elteemed : 
he  delighted  in  performing  good  of- 
fices ;  not  only  by  advice,  which 
may  fecm  to  coll  nothing,  but  with 
his  purfe,  which  fomc  confider  as 


their  life's  blood.    He  was  known 
and  approved  by  Garrick,  Colman, 
and  Harris.    He  was  folicitor  to 
Covent-Garden  theatre,  and  a  good 
judge  of  what  was  performing  on 
the  ft  age,   that  miniature  of  the 
whole  world;  ;:nd  alfo  a  ftcward 
and  receiver  of  rents  to  many  rc- 
fpeclable  perfons.    Many  have  fo- 
licited,  to  ufe  a  phrafe  that  has 
been  emploved  fince  his  deceafe, 
44  to  fiand  in  his  (hoes."    No  one 
was  ever  known  to  repent  of  the 
confidence  repofed  in  him.  Heac- 
ccprcd   the  troubhibmc  and  un- 
thankful offices  of  truitee  and  exe- 
cutor, on  the  importunity  of  many 
who  knew  his  ability  of  carrying 
thcrn  into  effect .    No  one  plcafed 
more  by  hanvtiefg  compliance,  nor 
made   himfclf    more    u'eful  and 
agreeable  at  the  parties  where  he 
was  invited.    All  this,  though  the 
langua  ;c  of  friendship,  is  alfo  that 
of  truth,  which  is  dearer  to  the 
writer  or  th's  hi'dorical  morfel  than 
all  the  fricndlhips  in  the  world. 
Whoever,  in  the  middle  rank  o£ 
life,  (hall  be  valued  for  integrity, 
benevolence,  acutcnefs,  accomplish- 
ments, and  the  arts  of  plealing, 
mull  not  think  himfclf  under-rated 
when  he  is  compared  to — Theodo* 
fiug  Forreft." 


Some  ACCOUNT  of  the  LIFE  and  CHARACTER  of  the  late 

CV.oncl  HUMBERSTONE. 

[An  original  Communication.] 

COlonel    Mackenzie    Humbcr-  thirft  of  military  fame,  but  having 

ftone,  embraced  the  military  fliewn  at  a  very  early  period  of  hia 

profe  flion  under  fingular  advantages  life,  an  eager  defire  to  excel  in  every 

of  character,  birth,  and  fortune,  marily  accomplifhmcnt,  and  being 

He  had  naturally  not  only  a  great  endowed  with  good  natural  parts, 
1784.  *>  h« 


Digitized  by  Google 


[56]  AdCOtfNT  of  tht  LIFE  of  Col.  HUMBERSTOtf  £< 

he  applied  h  mfelf  fuccefsfufly  to  dron,  which  was  alfo  outward  bound 

the  attainment  of  ufeful  knowledge,  for  Ind'a.    Colonel  Huinbcrftonc 

and  not  <  nly  acquired  great  claffi-  happened  jt  that  moment  10  be  on 

Cal  taffo  and  hiilorical  information,  fliore,  with  many  othars  ;  but  fuch 

hut  aa  ntimate  acuua  utance  with  was  his  ardor  to  (hare  the  danger  of 

feverai  branches  of  icieiice.  the  day,  that  he  fwam  off  to  one  of 

His  father  was  the  late  inajjr  the  fhips  that  were  engaged  with 

Mackenzie,  of  the  family  of  Sea-  the  enemy. 

forth,  aqd  he  himfclf  became  the  As  foon  as  ne  arrived  in  Indja, 
bead  of  that  ancient  houfe,  upon  he  ob  ai ned  a  feparatr  command  on 
the  death  of  the  late  earl.    The  the  Mal.ib.ir  coaft ;  but  in  the  excr- 
tate  w*r  broke  out  foon  after  he  cife  of  it,  be  met  with  every  dif- 
went  into  the  army   and  he  was  couragement  from  the  Council  of 
employed  in  railing  a  regiment  of  Bombay.    This,  however,  was  fo 
hi.,hlanders  among   his  kinfmen,  far  from  thwarting  him,   that  rt 
in  the- north  of  Scotland.    Though  gave  him  a  gi cater  opportun'ty  of 
an  ent  re  ll  ranger  in  the  country,  diiiiugirftiing  himfclf:  for,  under 
having  hen  bred  \*  England,  yet  al^the  disadvantages  of  having  nro* 
hy  his  iuperior  good  ienfc,  and  ncy,   ftores,    and  reinforcement* 
amiable  manners,  he  fo  far  conci-  withheld  from  him,  he^tradertook, 
liatcd  V  c  good-will  and  refped  of  a  1  with  an  army  of  a  thouiand  F.uro- 
ranks,  that  he  was  very  fuccelVful  prans,  and  two  thoufajkl  rive  huo- 
in  railing  the  b  ttalion^with  which  dred  fcpoys,  to  wage  an  ofTcnfivc 
he  was  fent  tojeifey,  and  had  a  war  in  the  kingdom  of  Calicut,  He 
principal  hand  in  repelling  the  at-  was  conicim*  of  great  rcfourccs  in 
tack  that  was  made  on  that  ifland  his  own  mind  ;  and  the  grcarcll 
in  the  \i  af  1778.    But  this  being  harmony,  c  nri^ence,  and  afach- 
a  fecne  too  ina'tivc  for  an  enter-  mrnt  fubfiuVd  between  himfclf,  hi* 
priling  mind  afpiring  nt  diltinc;  on,  officers,  and  men  *.    He  drove  the 
he   folicitcd  and   obtained   leave  cuemy  out  of  the  cour.trv,  defeated 
to  ra  le  a  reg'ment  to  go  to  the  them   in   time  different  engage- 
£aft  Indies,  wliere  a  wr.r  at  that  mcnt*,  in  one  of  which  Hvdtr's 
time  raged  not  only  with  our  Euro-  brother-in-law,  who  was  viceroy  cf 
pean  enemies,  but  with  all  the  coun-  the  kingdom,  was  killed.    He  took 
try  power:.    This  duty  was  per-  the  city   of  Calicut,  and  cvny 
formed   in   the  counc  of  a  few  other  place  of  ftrcngth  in  the  king- 
months,  and  he  embarks  J  with  his  ifom  :  he  m.u!e  a  treat  v,  and  pro- 
ncw  b  <ttalion,  with  the  rank  of  colo-  cured  a  n  w  ally,  in  the  king  of 
tie-in  the  armament  that  failed  from  Trar.cavore,    who  reinforced  hini 
England  in  the  fpring,  17s  1,  under  vTir?i  twelve  hundred  men.  This 
the  command  of  commodore  John-  king  was  ihe  moll  powerful  prince 
(tone.  Tl  is  fqundron.  and  the  con-  in  the  pcninfuhi  of  India  next  to 
v  y,  having  anchored  in  Pert  Pray  a  Ifyder  AH  v. —-By  this  means  he 
fcay,  was  furpriied  by  a  French  ftjua-  gut  poiSr-llion  of  a  large  and  fertile 


*  Tit  ]u$  rfcfpatchr*  which  jjavp  an  account  of  hi«  f.ptrcition*.  an<l  which  fnr  fi<; 
rc?ft»!4  or  01  her  were  rrvcr  juiWliQied,  he  «<r/ned  r-urtku^r  obl:/at'o*is  to  th«  zcil  «aul 
s«t:v*nyof  nujor  GnnpbcH  ah J  captain  C:gc,  btih  uf  hi*  own  rejiuitut. 
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track  of  country,  which  fupplicd  reputation  by  the  defeat  of  colonel 
his  army  with  every  thing  that  was  Paily,  by  the  cap;urc  of  col.  Brarh- 
wanted ;  ;  nd  as  the  civil  govern-  wait  and  al.  hi:  army  andbvfcvcral 
ra  nt  on  the  coalt  did  not  cvtn  fa*  fmaller  exploits.  It  was  now  that 
vour  him  with  orders,  he  was  left  our  leader  had  occafion  for  all  the 
entirely  at  ilifc  re  lion  ;  but  conduct-  rcfources  of  his  mind;  and  it  ha* 
ed  h-mftlf  with  the  vvifdom  and  been  in  retreats  that  the  grcateft  ex- 
moderation  that  might  be  expected  hibitiens  of  gcneraUl.ip  have  been, 
from  a  mind  enlightened  and  hu-  fliewn  both  in  ancient  and  modern 
manized  by  cultivation,  ;.nd  na-  times.  He  had  c.vact  intelligence 
turail;  poilcflcd  ot  the  moll  amiaUc  of  the  enemy's  motif.-r.s,  and  endea- 
Yirt  .es.  voured  to  regain  the  coal*,  where. 
The  enemy  having  been  off  their  at  Par.ianc,  he  had  a  firv>ng  pod 
guard,  not  expecting  that  a  hand-  and  his  magazines.  Tippoo  march- 
ful  of  men  would  thus  poiief*  them-  ed  with  the  mult  incredible  celerity, 
felves  of  the  whole  kln-d  m  of  Ca-  and  with  a  certainty  of  ovcr-povver- 
licUt,  left  one  of  the  molt  import-  ing  the  imail  handful  of  Britifti 
ant  ports  in  their  whole  territories  troops  ;  anJ  he  came  up  with  them 
expofed.  This  was  the  thong  fort  when  they  were  yet  thirty-fix  milca 
Paliacatchcrry,  wheh  commands  from  their  poll,  and  had  three  large 
the  pafs  through  the  Ga  to  iUoun-  rivers  to  crofs.  Our  little  armv 
tains.  The  pofieTion  ot  thh  poft  was  n  -w  furrounded  with  multi- 
would  have  laid  Hyder's  richcit  tudes  of  cavalry  on  every  ride;  and 
provinces  open  to  ou-  inc  r:ion  ,  which  ever  way  they  turned  their 
while  it  would  alw:ys  give  us  a  fate  ey<s  <hev  law  their  numerous  cne- 
retrcat  in  cafe  of  iupenor  number?,  mies  covering  the  country.  They 
and  fecurc  the  newly  acouired  king-  marched  through  this  holt  with  an 
dom  of  Calicut  from  tnc  depreda-  inconliderable  lors  of  men,  with- 
tions  of  rhe  cne.ry.  The  colonel,  out  any  lofs  of  artillery  or  baggage; 
perceiving  the  great  importance  of  a:.d  having  lctt  them  behind  by  a 
this  port,  and  making  up  in  enti-r-  rapid  march,  regained  the  f  rt  of 
prize  of  mind  what  he  w  nted  in  Panianc.  Thi*  the  enemy  attempt- 
force,  determined  to  attempt  the  ed  to  force,  but  were  rcpnlfcd  with 
liege  of  it,  though  reall\  above  his  the  I  fs  of  1000  m  n  ;  aud  Tipj*oo 
force.  But  b\  this  time  the  enemy  was  foon  after  ended  away  by  the 
had  taken  the  alarm,  ferLig  the  very  death  of  hi,  father  to  a  contu'tt  of 
heart  of  the  r  dominions  threaten,  greater  importance, 
ed  :  and  the  d  »nget  of  this  impor-  Though  this  c  mpaign  did  not 
tant  pafs.  drew  Tippoo  Sahr  b,  Hy-  terminate  in  any  pamancnt  acrp.iU 
<lcr*§  eldclt  fon  and  bctt  general,  lition,  \  et  it  proved  extremely  ufe - 
upon  us.  He  drew  together,  and  f  by  gi> in^  rrfpe»4t  to  the  Eritifli 
put  in  motion,  with  the  grcatelt  cv-  arms,  and  caufin^  a  diverlion  from 
pediiion.  the  flower  of  l.L  father's  the  other  coalr,  wlvre  the  enemy 
army,  with  the  celebr  ted  Mvnf.  were  rav  ging  our  rich  pr  ivincs  in 
J^lly  ;  his  force  confining  of  up-  the  Carnatic,  hitnerto  the  principal 
w  irds  of  3c,cOO  men,  near  12,000  lent  ol  the  war.  Colonel  Humhcr* 
of  which  were  cavalry,  with  twenty-  it  ne  v\as  the  firll  who  car  ied  the 
fottr  pieces  of  artil  ery.  Thrfc  war  into  the  enemy'*  country,  a^d 
troops  had  already  acquired  great  by  dividing  their  force,  rave  fuch* 
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a  turn  to  affairs  as  produced  the 
peace  that  was  concluded  in  the  end 
or the  following  year.  It  is  alfo  ju<Hy 
coniidcred  as  a  tine  fpecimcn  ot  the 
molt  promifing  military  genius ;  and 
had  it  been  on  a  larger  feale,  could 
no:  have  failed  to  immortalize  the 
enterprise,  courage,  and  Ik. ill  of 
this  young  leader,  who  was  at  this 
time  only  ckrht  and  twenty.  It 
ought  :.lfo  to  be  remarked,  that  in 
confequence  of  unbecoming  jea- 
losies between  the  king's  and  com- 
pany's fcrvicc,  and  between  the 
civil  and  military  departments,  ihcic 
tranfaCtions  were  never  dulv  and 
fairly  communicated  to  the  public; 
a  circumihmcc  to  be  regretted,  not 
mly  as  it  tended  to  rob  a*  deferr- 
ing individual  of  Ins  hor.ctt  and 
w*  11-carncd  fame,  but  as  the  gene- 
ral tendency  of  fuppreifing  luch 
facts  muit  be  to  dan  p  rhc  ardor  of 
-thofe  generous  minds  who  court 

V-> 

ililtincton  in  encountering  danger 
and  hardfhip.  and  who  hold  a  good 
name  to  be  the  belt  recompense  of 
their  deferrs. 

Soon  after  this,  that  is,  in  the 
end  of  the  year  1783,  colonel  Ilum- 
JxTftonc,  and  his  detachment,  were 
called  to  ferve  under  a  iuperior  of- 
ficer, general  Matthews.  During 
the  operations  of  this  campaign, 
that  general  gave  fjch  proofs  of 
mi'conducl',  of  rapacity,  and  in- 
jufticc,  that  co!.  M4Leod  and  col. 
Humbcrrtone  carried  complaints  to 
the  council  at  Bombay,  and  bad  ci 
them  with  fuch  convincing  evi- 
dence, that  he  was  fupcrlcdcd  in 
hi?  command. 

It  was  in  returning  fiom  this 
jpiecc  of  duty,   that  this  gallant 


young  ofheer  loft  his  life,  by  one 
of  thofe  deplorable  and  unforefeen 
fata  lit  es  a^aintt  which  human  wif- 
dom  is  never  provided.  He  went 
from  Bombay  to  the  fouthcrn  part 
of  the  coalt  by  fea,  for  the  greater 
expedition,  and  the  fmall  vcflel 
which  carried  him  fell  in  with  a 
fquadron  of  large  fhips  of  war  be- 
longing to  the  Mahrattahs.  We 
had  been  at  war  with  that  barbar- 
ous people,  but  peace  had  been 
concluded,  a  c'tc.umllance  known 
to  our  people,  though  not  to  the 
enemy.  Rclidancc,  however,  wai 
made  with,  perhaps,  unwarrant- 
able temerity.  The  fmall  velfel  was 
evenxnvercd  after  a  flurp  cn<razc- 
ment,  in  which  the  greater  number 
on  board  were  killed  or  wounded. 
Among  the  latter  was  c^l.  Hunv 
benlonc,  who  died  of  his  wounds 
foon  after  at  Gcriah,  a  fea-port  be- 
longing to  the  Mahrattahs. 

Too  much  cannot  be  laid  in  re- 
gret of  a  pcrfon  who  promifeJ  to 
be  the  ornament  of  his  family  and 
country,  and  a  moil  ufeful  member 
of  the  tfatc ;  and  no  panegyric  is 
necefTary  but  the  tranfactions  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged.  Thefe 
may  be  con  fide  red  as  an  earned  of 
greater  future  exploits,  to  which 
his  afpiring  and  cnterpriling  geniu* 
would  naturally  hav»  carried  him, 
when  in  a  Puliation  to  which  hi! 
h'gh  rank  would  huvc  entitled  him 
in  more  mature  life. 

If  we  were  to  look  for  a  charac* 
ter  in  thi*  war.  parallel  to  thit  of 
g.  r.era!  Wolfe  in  the  former  war, 
I  rju  llion  if  we  could  find  any 
thing  more  refcmblin^  it  than  that 
of  col.  Ilumbcrlbnc. 
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Authentic  ACCOUNT  of  CATHARINE  the  FIRST,  Emprcfs 

ct  RUSSIA. 

[Turn  Mr.  Coxe's  Travels  into  Poland,  RuiTu,  Sweden,  and  Denmark.] 

"  T\ /T  ANY  authors  have  ex-  Greek  religion.  Count  Rofcn,  a 
lVA  prcfled  great  furprize  at  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Swedifli 
the  contradictory  report*  relative  to  fcrvice,  who  owned  the  village  of 
the  origin  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Ringen,  fii]>portcd,  according  to 
pcrfonngc  as  Catharine  I.  But  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  both 
when  wecontider  the  lownefs  of  her  the  mother  and  the  child  ;  and  was, 
extraction,  the  variety  of  uncom-  for  that  rcafon,  fuppofed  by  many 
mon  adventures  which  bffel  her  perfons  to  have  been  her  father, 
during  the  early  period  of  her  life,  She  loft  her  mother  when  fl\e  wa» 
her  equivocal  liuation  with  general  but  three  years  eld  ;  an  J,  as  count 
Bauer  and  prince  Mcnzikof,  before  Rofrn  died  about  the  fame  time,  flic 
her  connexion  with  Peter  the  Great ;  was  left  info  detiitutc  a  fituation, 
and  that  (he  did  not  excite  the,  pub-  that  the  parilh-dcrk  of  the  village 
He  curiofuy  until*  flie  became  the  received  her  into  "lib  houic.  Soon 
favourire  ot  that  emperor,  when  file  afterwards  Gluck,  Lutheran  inl- 
and her  friends  could  prevent,  as  niftcr  of  Maricnburgh,  happening, 
much  as  poflible,  all  enquiries  into  in  a  journey  through  thofe  parts,  to 
her  former  fituation  ;  1  am  fo  far  fee  the  foundling,  took  her  under 
from  being  furprized  that  we  know  his  protection, -brought  her  up  ia 
lb  little,  that  I  rather  wonder  we  his  family,  and  employed  her  in 
know  fo  much  about  her  birth  and  attending  his  children.  In  1-01, 
early  adventures.  To  expect  that  and  about  «hc  fourteenth  year  of  her 
the  hiftory  of  a  perfon  of  low  ex-  age,  flic  efpoufed  a  dragoon  of  the 
traction,  who  gradually  rofc  to  the  Swedifti  garrifon  of  Marienburgh. 
moll  exalted  ftation,  mould  contain  Many  different  accounts  are  given 
no  uncertain  and  difcord:mt  ac-  of  this  tranfaftion  :  one  author  of 
counts,  is  to  expert  impoffibilities.  great  credit  affirms  that  the  bride 
All  that  remains,  therefore,  is,  and  bridegroom  remained  together 
without  prejudice  or  partiality,  to  eight  days  after  their  marriage ; 
cxamiuc  and  compare  the  various  p.nother,  of  no  lefib  authority,  af- 
hiftorics  of  Catharine  I.  and  to  fcrts,  on  the  contrary,  that,  the 
collc<ft  from  the  whole  the  mcii  ra-  morning  of  the  nuptials  her  hufband 
tional  and  probable  narrative.  being  lent  with  a  detachment  for 
«•  Catharine  was  the  natural  Riga,  the  marriage  was  never  con- 
daughter  of  a  country  girl,  and  was  fummated.  Thus  much  is  certain, 
born  at  Ringen,  a  fmall  village  that  the  dragoon  was  abfent  when 
Upon  the  lake  Virtchcrve,  near  Maricnburgh  furrendered  to  the 
Dorpt,  in  Livonia.  The  year  of  Ruffians  ;  and  Catharine,  who  was 
her  birth  is  uncertain  ;  but,  accord-  refcrved  for  a  higher  fortune,  never 
ing  to  her  own  account,  (he  came  faw  him  more, 
into  the  world  on  the  cth  of  April,  "  General  Bauer,  upon  the  tak- 
1687.  Her  original  name  was  ing  of  Marienburgh,  faw  Catharine 
Martha,  which  (he  changed  for  Ca-  among  the  prifoners ;  and,  being 
lharine  when  flie   embraced  the  fmiuen  with  her  youth  and  beauty, 

D  3  wok 


1 


1 


Digitized  by  Google 


f 


[54]     ACCOUNT  of  CATHARINE  I.  Emprefs  of  RUS8IA. 

took  her  to  his  houfc,  where  attributed  to  Catharine,  though  ft* 
.jhe  fup?rintcn  led  his  domeftic  af-  was  little  more  than  an  inflrumenc- 
rair;,  and  w  is  fuppoied  to  be  his  in  procuring  the  confent  or"  Peter, 
miltrefs.  Soon  afterwards  (lie  was  The  latter,  in  his  campaign  of  1711 
removed  imo  the  family  of  prince  againlt  the  Turks,  having  impru- 
J^Icniikof,  who  wai  no  Ids  liruclc  dently  led  his  troops  into  a  difad-' 
with  the  attraction*  of  the  fair  vantageous  fituation,  took  the  de- 
ceptive:  with  htm  (he  lived  unril  fpcr.ite  refolution  of  cutting  his 
J704,  when,  in  the  feventeemh  way  through  the  TurUth  army  in 
jcir  of  her  age,  flic  became  the  the  ni^ht.  With  this  refolution  he 
miltrefs  of  Peter  the  Grcar,  and  retired  to  his  tent  in. an  agony  of 
won  fo  much  upon  his  affee-  defpair,  and  gave  pofitive  order$ 
tions,  that  he  efpoufed  her  on  the  that  no  one  ftiouid  be  admitted  un- 
19th  of  May,  I7U«  The  cere-  der  pain  of  death.  In  this  impor* 
mony  was  fecretly  perfonncd  at  tant  juncture  the  principal  officers 
Jawcrof  in  Poland,  in  the  prcfence  and  the  vice  chancellor  Shaffirof  af« 
of  general  Bruce  ;  and  on  the  20th  fembled  in  the  prcfence  of  Catha- 
of  February,  1712,  it  was  publicly  rine,  and  drew  up  certain  prelimi- 
folcinnizcd  with  great  pomp  at  Pe-  naties  in  order  to  obtain  a  truce  from 
tcrlburgh.  the  grand  vizier.    In  confequence 

*'  Catharine,  by  the  mod  un-  of  this  determination,  pi  nipoten. 

wearied  affiduity  and  unremitted  at-  tiaries  were  immediately  d*t  patch- 

tention,  by  the  loftnefs  and  com-  cd,  without  the  knowledge  of  Pc- 

placcncy  of  her   difpolttion,  but,  ter,  to  the  grand  vizier,  and  a  peace 

ibove  all,  by  an  extraordinary  live-  obtained  upon  mnre  >cafon..blc  con* 

linef*  and  gaiety  of  temper,   ac-  ditiens  than  could  have  be%n  ex- 

Quired  a  wonderful  afccndAncy  over  peeled.    With  thefe  condi;ions  Ca- 

the  mind  of  Peter.    The  latter  was  th  irine,  not*  iihrtanding  the  orders 

fubjeel  to  ocofional  horrors,  which  ifl'ikd  by  Peter,  entered  his  tent, 

at  times  rendered  him  gloomy  and  and  prevailed  upon   him   to  iign 

fufpicious,  and  rai fed  his  p- (lions  to  tlum.     Although  the  honour  of 

fuch  an  heghr,  as  to  produce  a  this  peace,  fays  Goi don,  was  wholly 

temporary  madr.efs.   In  rhefc  dread-  attributed  to  Cathar«n< ,  yet.  as  be 

ful  moments Ca  hntine  was  the  rnly  jul1:y  remark?,  the  general  ,  t  »gi« 

pcrfon  who  durft  venture  to    ip-  iher  with  the  \ icc-cham> llor  Sliaf. 

proach  him  ;  and  fuch  w  ts  the  kind  firof,  had  Wecu  the  main  fpringi 

of  fafcin  »'iun  (Tjc  had  acquired  over  that  dir.  iktcd  this   machine.  Ca> 

his  fenfes,  that  he  pre  (V  nee  had  an  th.itine,  however,  bv  Ivr  conduct 

jnfiantancou*  e  fleet;  and  the  finl  on  this  occafjor,  acquired  great  pc« 

found  of  her  voice  com  poled  his  PuUrity  ;  and  the  em  pen  r  'pinicu* 

Allied  and  c.ihnrd  his  ng  nies.  From  larly  i'pecifies    her    hchaxioiir  at 

thele  circumftanves  file  fcemed  ne-  Pruth  as  one  of  the  reafons  which 

ccfTary,  not  only  to  his  comfort,  induced  him  to  crown  her  puhlcly 

!>»it  even  to  his  very  exigence  ;  (lie  at  Mofcow  with  his  own  h.«nd.  This 

be.an.c  his  inf  parable  companion  ceremony  was  performed  in  i"*^, 

on  his  journeys  into  foreign  coun-  and,  ahhoilPh   detigned  by  P<  ter 

trie  .,  and  even  in  all  his  military  only   as  a"  proof  oi  his  affection, 

expeditions.  was  the  prinupil  cauie  of  her  l'ub* 

**  The  peace  of  Pruth.  by  which  ferjuciu  elevation, 
♦lie  Rufiuti  army  was  refcued  from       *♦  Same   authors   htve  aflerted 

certain  deilru;tiun,  h.is  beer,  wbc?ly  that  P/:ter  i>!ac:d  ths  crown  ur*>o 

her 
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fccr  head  as  a  prelude  to  his  future 
Uitenrion  iu  l»cr  favour,  and  even 
abfolutciy  .ipp')intcd  her  his  fuc- 
ceflor  ;  but  thcr  allerrii'tis  are  with- 
out the  1c  ft  foundation  ;  tor  no 
traces  were  ever  difcovercu  thai  he 
had  made  fuch  a  d?^  outi.m,  t  uner 
by  will  or  othcrwil" .  Nothing  in- 
deed affords  a  wronger  proof  to  the- 
contrary  thm  the  very  nun  fedo  of 
Catharine's  acv-etfioo,  in  which  fne 
reds  her  ri^ht  lolcly  uj>on  her  coro- 
n-ttijn^ac  Mnlcow,  and  upon  ihe 
leioiutions  at  the  lenate,  the  clergy, 
and  the  hody  or  ihe  generals. 
Fnm  thee  c>r.lid*  ration*,  le  us 
ir.fiuire  by  wh  it  extra-  id  na  y  means 
a  »uin  noi  !i  r  low  i,thc  ».iK!  fac- 
eted in  letting  alide  the  grmdl  .n  of 
ravrttie  Great,  a  ho  was  the  lineal 
he  r  of  the  Ra'iin  empire ;  and 
auend  the  rnron  ,  to  which  fhe 
could  have  no  pretentions  but  by 
thz  exp-ef.  appointment  O:  Peter. 
Her  indueiue  con  inued  uruii  ni 
ni  i:cd  until  a  d.ort  ume  before  the 
de-ihof  hat  emperor,  when  fomc 
pircundan.es  happened  which  oc- 
calioned  fuch  a  c »<>!nel's  between 
them  as  vould  prob.ibly  have  e:  ded 
in  a  to  al  rup:  ire,  it  h,s  death  had 
no-  fortunaely  intervened.  The 
original  c.iule  of  thi>  mifundcrfrand- 
J;»g  ..lofc  f-««m  the  ollowing  ifco- 
very  or  a  ecrer  connection  between 
Caihanoe  and  h  r  tirft  chamberlain, 
wh  fc  n  me  wts  M  ns.  The  em- 
peror, who  was  i.iipicious  of  this 
connection,  quitted  i\tcr(burgh  un- 
der pretence  of  removing  to  a  vill  i 
lor  a  few  days,  but  privately  re- 
turned to  h  s  winter  palace  in  the 
capital.  From  thence  he  occa- 
lionlil.y  fent  one  of  his  confidential 
p.igcs  with  a  complimentary  mcf- 
i'Agc  to  the  emprefs,  as  if  he  h.id 
been  in  the  country,  and  with  le 
cret  orders  to  obferve  her  motioe.s. 
From  the  page's  information  the 
emoeror,  on.  the  third  night,  f«r- 
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prized  Catharine  in  an  arbour  of 

the  garden  with  her  favourite  Mons ; 
whiie  his  filler,  Madame  Balkc, 
who  was  firft  la  '.y  01  the  bed  cham- 
ber to  the  cmpids,  w*?,  iu  com- 
pany with  a  page,  upon  the  watch 
vt  it  no  at  the  art  our. 

*•  Peter,  whole  violent  temper 
was  infloned  by  this  difc  >veryt 
ft  ruck  Catharine  with  his  c  ne.  at 
well  as  the  p  age  who  endeavoured 
to  prevent  him  from  entering  the 
arbour,  and  then  retired  without 
une  ing  a  fmglc  word  cither  to 
Mon»  or  his  lifter.  A  few  day* 
at.er  this  t  ran  faction  thefe  j  colons 
were  taken  into  culiody,  and  Vlons. 
was  c  irried  to  the  winter  palace, 
where  no  one  had  admifli  n  to  him 
but  Peter,  w  ho  himfeb  brought  him 
his  provilions.  A  report  was  at  the 
fame  time  circulated,  that  they  were 
imprifoncd  for  haing  received 
bribes,  and  making  their  influence 
over  the  emprefs  fubfervient  to  their 
own  mercenary  views.  Mons  being 
examined  by  Peter,  in  the  pretence 
of  major-general  Ufchakof,  and 
tS  eatened  with  the  torture,  con- 
feif-d  the  corruption  which  was  laid 
to  his  charge.  He  was  beheaded  ; 
bis  tiftcr  received  five  ftrokesot  the 
knout,  and  was  baniihed  nto  Si- 
beria ;  two  of  her  fons,  who  we 
chamberlains,  were  alio  de^nfded, 
and  fent  as  common  folders  among 
the  Ruffian  troop-  in  P  rua  Oe 
the  day  fubfequent  to  the  execution 
of  the  fe  .tence,  Peter  co  vcyed  Ca» 
tharinc  in  an  open  carr  age  under 
the  gullo  v*f  to  wWch  was  nailed 
the  head  of  Mons.  The  emprefs, 
without  changing  colour  ar  tluj 
dreadful  tighr,  exclaimed,  "What 
a  pity  it  is  th tt  'here  is  fo  muck 
corruption  among  courtiers  !'* 

««  This  event  happened  in  the 
l  itter  end  ot  the  year  724,  and  as 
it  was  toon  followed  by  Petcr'i 
death,  and  as  Catharine,  upon  he* 
£>  4.  acceffign, 
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acceflion,  recalled  Madame  Bnlke,  cefl>,  but  was  prevented  by  th# 
it  has  been  fu'fpected  that  fhe  fhortcn-  fuddennel's  of  his  death  from  carry - 
cd  the  days  of  her  hulb.md  by  poi-  ing  that  defign  into  execution.  Bur, 
fon.  But,  notwithflanding  the  cri-  without  dwelling  upon  facts  which 
tical  fituation  for  Catharine  in  which  are  foreign  to  the  prefent  hiftory, 
he  died,  and  her  fubfecjucnt  ckva-  let  us  haltcn  to  the  election  of  Ca- 
tion, this  charge  is  tctuiiy  delHtutc  tharinc. 

of  the  haft  (hucow  of  proof :  for      <l  While  Peter  was  yet  lying  in 

the  circumftanccs  of  Peter's  difoidcr  the  agonies  of  death,  feveral  oppo- 

were  too  well  known,  and  the  pc-  iitc  panics  were  caballing  to  dil- 

culiar  (ymptoms  of  his  laft  illncfs  pofc  of  the  crown.    At  a  confider- 

fufficienrly  account  for  his  death,  able  meeting  of  many  among  the 

without  the  nccefiity  of  recurring  to  principal  nobility,  it  was  fecrctly 

poifon.  determined,  on  the  moment  of  his 

44  Peter  having,  in  the  year  1 724,  diilolution,  to  arrert  Catharine,  and 

decreed  that  the  reigning  fovereign  to  place  Peter  Alexievitch  upon  the 

Ihould  have  the  power  of  appoint-  throne.    Baflevitz,  apprized  of  this 

ing  his  fucceflbr,  ought,  in  com-  rcfolution,  repaired  in  pet fon  to  the 

mon   prudence,  to  have  provided  cmprefs,  although  it  was  already 

one  in  cafe  of  his  fudden  death;  night.    "  My  giicf  and  confterna- 

but  he  was  feized  with  his  Lift  ill-  tion,  replied  Catharine,  render  me 

nefs  before  he  had  performed  that  incapable  of  acting  myfeif :  do  you 

neceffary  duty.    The  diforder  with  and  prince  Menzikof  confult  toge- 

which  he  was  attacked  was  a  ftian-  ther,  and  I  will  embrace  the  mea- 

gury,  which  at  firft  did  not  carry  furcs  which  you  (hall  approve  in  my 

with  it  any  alarming  fymptoms  of  name."    BsfTeviiZ,  finding  Mtnzi- 

■  immediate  danger;   but  fudiienly  kof  allecp,  awakened  and  informed 

incrcafing  to  a  vio 'cat  degree,  it  oc-  him  of  the  preffing  danger  which 

caGoned  i'uch  excruciating  tortures,  threatened  the   emprefs   and  her 

as,  in  a  fhort  time,  totally  deprived  party.    As  no  time  remained  for 

Vim  of  his  fenfes.  In  a  lucid  interval  l°ng  deliberation,  the  prince  in- 

he  demanded  pen  and  p  iper,  and  cn-  (tantly  feized  the  trcafure,  fecured 

dcavouicd  to  write,  but  he  could  the  fortrefs,  gained  the  officers  of 

only  trace  characters  that  were  not  the  guards  by  bribes  and  promifes, 

legible.     He  then  called  lor  his  alfo  a  few  ot  the  nobility,  and  the 

daughter  Anne  ;  bur,  before  fnc  ar-  principal  clergy.    Thefc  partizans 

rived,  his  fpeech  and  his  under-  being  convened  in  the  palace,  C»- 

itand;ng  entirely  forfook  h  m,  and  tharinc  , made  her  appearance:  file 

he  remained  in  a  fLte  of  perfect  im«  claimed  the  throne  in  ri~ht  of  her 

becility,  but  flill  brea:h:ng,  for  fix  coronation  at  Mofcow  ;  (lie  cxpofed 

and  thirty  hours  before  he  expired,  the  ill  effects'  of  a  minority  ;  and 

'*  From  this  account,  drawn  from  promifed,  that,  fo  far  fiom  dc- 
thc  moft  unquestionable  authorities,  priving  the  great-duke  of  the»ctowo, 
it  is  evident  that  he  did  not  appoint  Ihc  would  receive  it  only  as  a  facrrd 
bis  heir;  and,  though  fome  per-  depofir,  to  be  rcllored  10  him  when 
fons  have  concluded  that  he  pur-  ihe  fhould  be  united,  in  anther 
pofed  entailing  the  crown  upon  his  world,  to  an  adored  hufband;  whom, 
grandfon  Peter  II.  yet  it  is  moil  (he  was  now  upon  the  point  of 
probable  that  he  had  dcllincd  his  lofing." 

tldtft  daughter  Anue  to  be  his  fuc-      **  The  paihcric  manner  with 

which 
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which  fhc  uttered  this  addrefs,  and  vented  by  lighs  and  rears  from  giv- 
thc  tears  which  accompanied    ir,  ing    utterance    to  lur   words:  at 
added  to  the  previous  diiiribution  of  length,   recovering    hcriVlf,   i4  I 
large  funis  of  money  and  jewels,  come,  flic  laid,  no: withrtaudir.g  the 
produced  the  defued  effect:  at  the  grief 'which  now  overwhelms  me, 
clofe  or  this  meeting  the  remainder  to  allure  you,  that,  fubmiuVe  to 
of  the  night  was  employed  in  mak-  the  will  of  my  departed  hutband, 
ing  the  neceflary  preparations  to  in-  whofe  memory  wilt  be  ever  dear  to 
lure  her  acctiliun  in  cafe  of  the  cm-  me,  I  am  rca  .'y  to  devote  my  days 
pcror's  drath.  to  the  painful  occupations  of  go- 
44  Peter  at  length  expired  in  the  vcvnment,   unril    Providence  fl.nll 
morning  of  the  28th  ot  January,  fummon  me  to  follow  him."  Then, 
O.  S.     This   event   being    made  after  a   Ihort   patil'e,  ftie  artfully 
known,  the  fenate,  the  generals,  the  added,   u  If  the   gtvat-dukc  will 
principal  nobility  and  clergy,  hailcn-  profit  by  my  initruction-;,  perhaps 
ed  to  the  pal  -cc  to  proclaim  the  new  1  lhali  have  the  confolation,  during 
fovcreign.    The  adherents  ot  the  my  wietched  widowhood,  of  form- 
grcat*duke  feemcd  iecure  of  fuccefs,  ing  tm  you  an  emperor  worthy  of 
'Aid  the  friends  ot  Catharine  were  the  blood  and  the  name  of  h'm 
avoided  as  pcr!ons  doomed  to  de-  whom  you  have  now  irtctiievahlv 
liruction.    At  this  juncture  Baflb-  loft."     44  As    this  crilis,  rcpl^cl 
vitz,  whifpeted  one  of  the  oppofirc  Mcnzikof,  is  a  moment  of  fucn  i-n- 
party,  44  The  emprefs  is  miuiefs  of  port-mcc  to  the  good  of  the  cmp'.re, 
the  treafure  and  the  fort  re  1*5  ;  fnchas  and  tttiuites  the  molt  mature  deli - 
gained  over  the  guards  and  the  fy-  Deration,  your  majcity  will  pc.  m  t 
rod,  and  many  of  the  chief  nobi-  u?  to  confer  without  rtili  iiu,  that 
Jity  ;  even  here  fhe  ha?  more  fol-  this   whole  affair    may   he  n.inf- 
lowers  than  yen  imagine  ;  advifc  acted,  without  rcpro.i»  h,  as  well  in 
therefore  your  friends  to  mAe  no  the  opinion  of  tac  \>i<  fer.t  n:e-,  jt 
oppolttion  a?  they  value  their  heads.'*  in  that  of  portent)-.''    44  Aai,^  ;is 
This  information  being  rapidly  cir-  I  do,  anfwcicd  Catharine,  more  U  r 
eulated,  Baflevit r.  gave  the  appoint-  the  public  good  t!  an  t 'or  rr.y  ocva 
cd  fignal,  snd  the  two  regimen' s  ot  advantage,  I  am  nut  afraid  t  u'"»» 
guards,  who  h..d  been  gained  by  a  mit  all  my  coik  it:  s  to  the  i  d 
lirgcfs  to  declare  for  Catharine,  ami  merit  of  fueh  an  ct  li.-l.tt  u<  d   it  on- 
bad  already  fut rounded  ihejpluce,  bly  :  you  have  not  <oi!v  m\  '\t- 
beat  to  arms.    44  Who  h.iS  dated,  million  to  cot  tVr    ui  h    (•  "  >m, 
exclaimed  prince  Repnin,  the  com-  but  I  lay  my  command  u    >•  ^  >u 
wander  in  chicr,  i4  to  <>idci  out  thr  ulf,  t  >  dcibciarc  mauiiva-  \, 
troops    without    my    ktuAshger"  important  fu}>|eeT,  and   jv  to 
.    «4  I,   returned   general    Bi  tturlin,  adopt  whatever  may  l  e  th.  ":1c 
without  pretending  to  difpvttc  your  of  your  dec  li  >ns."    At  the.  !j- 
authority,  in  ok  dience  to  the  com-  lion  of  thefe  words  the  alien-!  .  .re- 
mands ol  my  moligiacious  iniflrefs."  tired  into  another  apartmeiv,  .ntl 
This  fltort  reply  was  followed  by  a  the  doors  were  lucki-c. 
dead  lilence.    In  this  moment  ot       «•  It  uai  previoufly  fettle  ;y 
fufpence  and  anxiety  Mcn/ik'.f  en-  Mcnzikof  and  his  party  that  (Al- 
tered, preceding  Catharine,  fupport-  th.irme  ft-onl  :  b.  emprefs  ;  and  :he 
cd  by  the  duke  of  Holftein.    She  guard?,  who  l',n  -round*  d  the  palace 
attempted  to  fpeak,  but  was  pre-  with  drums- bcitin^  and  colours  fly* 
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ing,  effort u  illy  vanquifhrd  all  oppo-  Peter  had  declared,  in  the  houfc  of 

fi;i>;i.     Th-    on :y    circuit. frame,  an  tngliih  merchant,  chat  he  Ihould 
tt.tr. -.ore,  which  remained,  was  to  place  the  crown  upon  her  head  with 
give  a  juft  colour  t>  i  cr  tile   by  no  other  \iew  than  to  leave  her 
pcrfn.  umg  the  .'lilmbly  th.tt  Peter  miftrtfs  of  the  eivp  rc  a£cr  his  dc- 
intei  dvd  to  ha  e  named"  her  his  fuc-  tea  e.    Tais  attrition  being  con- 
cefiur.    For  thi- purpofe  Mt  n/.ikof  firmed  by  many  perfins  prefent, 
demanded  of  th..t  tmocror's  fecre-  Menzikof  c  icd  our,  4*  What  need 
tary,  whether  his  l.tc  m.iftcr  had  have  we  of  any  teliament!    A  re* 
lclt  any  w rutin  decl.iraiion  of  his  tufal  to  iO:;fjrm  to  the  in  lination 
inieotior.s.    The  fee  ret  a  ry  replied,  or  our  great  fove-e'gn.  this  au- 
«*  That  a  \  ttlc  befote  his  lad  j  our-  th:nicited,  woald  be  both 'unjuH 
ney  to  M  >fc  w  he  had  ihft:-o\ed  a  and  crimin.il.    Long  live  the  em- 
will;  and  tir.t  he  had  lie  jjcivly  prtis    Can  nine!"    There  words 
expelled  his  <U  |i  -n  of  ir.:»i-.iog  an-  h-ing  iultaot  ineouflv  repeated  by 
other,  b  t  h  .d    la  ays  be  n  r.rc  tn«. ■  }\\?  veil  f«atof  th  >fc  who  were 
vented  by  the  ull  c\\  n,  tho  if  he  p<t\ct,  Menzikof,    fit  u  ting  Ca« 
thought  his  p^oj^e,  uhom  be  had  thu  :n<-  by   th     title    of  cmprcU, 
raifed  Iroin  a  hat  of  b.irhiiim  t»  paid  his  fir  ft  obcil'tncc  by  ki.fmg 
au  high  dt-g'ce  of  p  ,wci  a  .d  .,!.ny,  her  hand;   and  hU  example  was 
cor.bi  be  unsj.aj'.-fu:,   <e  wool,  not  followed   by  the  whoie  uftembly, 
cxpof-  h  3  h  .al  i:»c  Iiiati  uv^  to  the  She  next  prefented  hcrfelt  at  the 
inmb  «  f  ,t  rc.  ..if  J  .  anj  tin:  if  : hey  window  to  the  gua'd  ,  and  to  h:r 
rcc:>  l  ct.  il  war  thvy  o^vtd  to  his  people,  who  (hooted  accUmav.ons of 
lab  jrs.  th«  v  wo  :1J  requi  te  »bcir  **  L^ng    iivc^  C  >  harm  !"  while 
C(".i>:u  t  b>  his  i-tenii  u  ,  wMch  he  Menzikof  feat tc red  amongll  them 
Iwd  u:f».!otcd  w  h  more  f»  Kin niiy  handful*  of  money.     ihu»,  fays  a 
thm    oul.l  I  t  mantefled  by  any  contemporary,  the  cmprcf-  was  rail- 
v'iiihi^."    An  al  creation  now  be-  cd       the  throne  by  \\\:  guards, 
gan  in  the  atf  ":oMy  ;  and  foue  of  in  the  fame  manner  a*  the  Roman 
the  n  >h!e>  hvi  1.^  the  oncii^  to  cmrv  tors  by  the  pi acturian  cohorts, 
Of  p  •  e  the  attelii.-:)  of  Catlunr.e,  without  either  the  appointment  of 
Ihophoc-,  ai\:;Viibop   of   Pel-  the  people  or  of  the  legi  ns. 
cot,  c  a  itd  'u  their  rccotli\'.;ion  t;.e  **  'lV.c  iti^n  of  Cathatinc  may 
fjat'.i  uh'ch  lb  V  h.d  all  taken  i-i  be  coniidered  s  the  reign  of  Men* 

j 7.-?    to  au.r..  v.  it  £e.  l:ie  fuc^flur  zikot.  that  cmr,rcfs  having  neither 

:<;•;>  ir.tcd  bv  Pete:  ;  and    aided,  inclination  or  abilities  to  obed  the 

jhat  ihe  (c.M'itnenta  of.  1h.1t  emperor  helm  ot  government  ;  and  i\x  plac- 

de  ivcied  1  y   he  ice ri  t  ry  woe  in  ed  'he  moll  implicit  confidence  io  a 

deft  an  appointment  or  Catharine,  nan  who  had  b^en  the  original  au« 

J  he  rippoi::c  paiy,  however,  de  tlior  <>:  her  good  fortune,  and  the 

nied  ihrfe  fcn;i-*  e;-.ts  to  be  fo  wltar  fuL«  ir.tlrumeut  of  her  elcva.  ion  to 

a 9  the  rccreia'y  cho'c  to       -mate  ;  the  tr.ii.)nc. 

apd  ii.aib  d,  thr.t  as  ih.irlate  mo-  *4  During  her  iljort  reign  ber  li.c 

par.h  had  fajled  to  nominate  hij  was  very  irregular:  flic  was  ex- 

he:r,  tb'^  clertum  uf  the  new  f»vc-  t;emely  averfe  to  bullnefi*;  woeld 

r* iu n  lht>o!d    reven  fo  the  flute,  frequently,  when  the  v\eatlvr  was 

Vi>«»u  this  the  archbifliop  farther  fine,  pa'.i  whole  night*  ui  the  open 

tcftified,  thar,the  evtt:!t:g  before  the  air;   and  w.^s  particularly  iiucm* 

cotonaiiuuof  tin? '.'n.prc'i  atMi.fcj.v,  p.rate  in  the  uic  of  tukay-a-«inc 
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Yhefe  irregularities,  joined  to   a  pretty  well-look  t  woman,  of  good 

cancer  and  *  dropiv,  haftcned  her  fenle,  hutnotof  that  fublimity  of  wit, 

end;  and  (heexpiic'd  on  the  i;rh  of  or  rather  that  quicknefs  of  imagi- 

May,  1727,  a  little  more  than  two  nation,  which  fomc  people  have  be- 

years  after  her  accerlion  to  the  lieved.    The  great  rcafon  why  the 

throne,  and  in  about  the  40th  year  tzar  wa  fo  loud  of  her,  was  her 

of  her  age.  exceeding  good  temper ;  Hie  never 

"  As  the  deaths  of  fovcrcinn^  in  was  feen  pcevifli  or  out  of  humour  § 

defpotic  countries  are  ieldom  im-  obliging  and  civil  to  all,  and  never 

puted  to  natural  cattle?,  that  of  Ca-  forgenul  of  her  former  condition  ; 

tharine  has  alfo  been  attributed  to  withal,  mighty  grateful."    C  tha- 

poilbn  ;  as  if  the  diforders  which  rine  maintained  the  pomp  of  ma- 

pre)ed  upon  her  frame  were  not  jefty  with  an  air  or  cafe  and  gran- 

fufficicnt  to  bring  her  to  her  grave,  deur  united  ;  and  Peter  ufed  frc- 

Somc  aliert,  that  (he  was  p»ifor  ed  qucnrlv  to  exprefs  his  ad  mi  rat  on  at 

in  a  glafs  of  fpirituous    liquor  ;  the  propriety  with  which  file  fup- 

others,  by  a  prar  give n  her  by  go-  ported  her  high   ihtion,  without 

neral  Dicvcr.    Sulpicions  alfo  fell  forgetting  that  Ihc  was  not  bom  to 

upon  prince  Menziknf,  who,  a  (hurt  that  dignity. 

time  ochre  her  dectafe,  had  a  t:i-  44  The  following  arecdotes  will 

fling  mifunderftanding   with   her,  prove  that  flic  b«-re  hvr  elevation 

mid  who  was  accufed  of  hattenirg  meekly  ;  and  wzs  never,  as  Gordon 

iter  death,  that  he  might  reign  with  aflerts,  forgetful  of  her  former  con- 

iVtll  more  abfolute  power  curing  the  d.tion..    When  Wurmb,  who  had 

minority  of  Peter  II.    But  thefc  been  tutor  to  Gluck's  children  at 

reports  defervc  not  the  leal!  credit,  the  time  that  Catharine  was  a  do- 

and  were  merely  dicl  ted  by  the  meltic  in  that  clergyman'*  family, 

fpirit  ot  party,  or  by  popular  ru-  prefrntcd  himfclf  before  her  after 

mour.  her  marriage  with  Peter  had  been 

«*  Catharine  was  in  her  pcrfon  publicly  folcmnued,  flie  feco'.lcct- 

linder  the  middle  fizc,  and  in  her  cd  and  addrefied   him  with  great 

youth  delicate  and  well-formed,  but  complaceney>  "  What,  thou  good 

inclined  |o  corpulency  as  (lie  ad-  man,  art  thou  Ai  11  alive!    I  will 

vaneed  in  ye*rs.    She  had  a  fair  provide  f^r  thee.''    And  fl.e  accords 

coi>  plcxion,  daik  eyes,  and  light  ingly  fettled  upon  him  a  penfion. 

hair,  which  fi.e  was  always  accuf-  She  w.<s  no  lcla  attentive  to  thd 

turned  to  die  with  a  black  colour,  family  of  her  benefactor  Glutk, 

She  could  1  either  read  nor  write:  who  died  a  prifoner  at  Mofcow  : 

iScr  daughter  El  zabcih  ufuallv  lign-  flic  petitioned  his  widow  ;  m  .de  his 

e-d  her  name  for  her,  and  particu-  fon  a  fto^e  ;  portioned  the  two  eldi  ft 

larlv  to  her  lift  will  and  tell;»menr ;  daughter-;  and  advanced  ihryoung- 

and  count  Oftcrman  generally  put  eft  to  be  one  of  her  maids \>t  ho- 

fier  lignnture  to  the  public  decrees  nour.    If  we  may  brlieve  Weber, 

nnd  difpatches.    Her  abilities  have  flic  frequently  inquired  after  her 

been  greatly  exaggerated  by  her  pa-  firft  hulband,  ^nd.  when  (lie  live*** 

regv  rifts.    Gordon,  who  h;d  fre-  with  prince  Menzikof,  ufed  fecrctlv 

qutntly  fecn  her,  fecms,  of  all  wri-  to  fend  him  tYnall  fums  ot  money, 

tcrs,  to  have  rcprcfented  her  cha-  until,  in  '7  -5,  he  was  killed  in  a 

rafter  with  the  greateft  juftnefs,  ftirmifli  with  the  enemy.  In  a  con* 

uhen  he  favs,  «*  $hc  was  a  very  ference   >vitb   general  Schlippcn- 

-  •              '                           '  7  back, 
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back,  who,  in    170:,  commanded  his  (Peter's)  pafljons ;   and  even 

the  Svvedilli  army,  when  file  was  faved  the  lives  of  a  great  many 

taken  captive  by  the  Ruffians,  (he  more  pcrfons  than  Le  Fort  was  able 

afked  him   **  whether  her  fpoufe  to  do  :  (he  iufpired  him  with  that 

John    was   not  a  br.ive  foldier  ?  humaniry,  which,  in  the  opinion 

Schlippenback    rcrurning,   *«  Am  of  his  fubjccls,  nature  feemcd  to 

not  I  one  alfo  ?"    Her  majefty  an-  have  denied  him.    A  word  from 

fwcied  in  the  affirmative ;  but,  re-  her  mouth  in  favour  of  a  wretch* 

penting  the  queftion,   he  replied,  juft  going  to  be  facrificed  to  hi* 

*4  Yes,  pleafe  your  majefty  ;  and  I  anger,  would  difarm  him;  but  if  he 

may  boaft  to  have  had  the  honour  was  fully  rcfolved  ro  fatisfy  that 

of  having   him   under  my  com-  paflJon,  he  would  give  orders  for 

Wand."  the  execution  when  flic  was  abfent, 

But  the  mod  noble  part  of  her  for  fear  (he  mould  plead  for  the 

character  was  her  peculiar  humanity  victim."    In  a  word,  to  ufc  the  ex- 

and  comphrfion  for  the  unfortunate,  preflion  of  the  celebrated  Munich, 

M^traye  has  paid  an  handfome  tri-  "  Elk  etoit  prefrcment  la  mrd.atrict 

bote  to  this  excellence.    "  She  had,  cntrc  le  mouarquc  ct  Jes  Jujeii" 
in  fome  fort,  the  government  of  all 
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Of  the  MANNERS  of  the  EARLY  GREEKS. 

[From  Mr.  Mitford's  Hiftory  of  Greece] 

"  T^HE  manners  of  a  people  fo  ft  ran  gc  to  us,  of  the  higheft  dig- 
it receive  their  rone  irom  a  nitiei  with  the  mcancft  employ- 
great  variety  of  circumflances  ;  mcnts,  which  have  prevailed  in  the 
climate  ;  foil  ;  extent  of  territory ;  Ealt  fo  remarkably  through  alt 
population  ;  religion  ;  government,  aires.  Thefe  are,  however,  not 
nv  nmchical  or  republican,  vigor-  the  peculiar  growth  of  any  foil  and 
ous  and  permanent-,  or  weak  and  climate.  The  two  firft  arc  the  fel- 
changeiblc ;  fyltem  of  jurifpru-  dom  failing  produce  of  defecHvd 
denec ;  adminitlration  of  juiricr,  government ;  and  the  other  will 
fiMdy  and  certain,  or  feeble  and  ir-  everywhere  be  found  in  an  unim- 
re^ular  ;  fcience  ;  arts ;  commerce,  proved  itatc  of  focicty.  The  re* 
communication  with  Grangers.  We  femblance  borne  till  within  thit 
find  accordingly  the  manners  of  the  century  by  the  manners  of  th© 
Homeric  age  diftinguilbcd  from  Highland  Scots  to  thofe  of  the  Ori- 
thofc  of  fubfequcnt  timea  in  Greece  entals  in  thefe  particulars  is  llrik- 
by  many  characieriitic  lines  ;  and  ing.  But  in  Greece,  though  thct 
we  may  cbferve  throughout  a  ftrong  tics  of  blood  had  fuch  weight  with 
oriental  tinge,  which  afterward  the  people  among  thcmfelvcs,  yec 
▼cry  much  tided  away.  Migra-  we  find  nothing  of  clanfhip,  no- 
tion* from  the  Eaft  into  Greece  had  thing  of  that  devoted  attachment 
ceafed  before  Homer;  but  the  eaft-  of  vaflals  to  the  family  of  a  chief, 
♦rn  merchants  dill  ingroflcd  the  which  dillinguiflied  many  of  the 
little  commerce  of  the  Grecian  Orientals,  as  well  as  our  northern 
towr.i.  Afterward,  whether  from  Highlanders.  While  the  claims  of 
a  republican  jcaloufv  of  foreigners  ;  hereditary  royalty  were  eitaMiflied 
whether  from  a  rc^ublL-an  induf-  in  general  opinion,  fomc  d-grce  of 
fry  with  incrcafed  population  ;  refpeft  would  adhere  to  the  known 
whether  from  a  republican  fruga-  poiterity  of  a  popular  leader ;  but 
lity,  with  the  nafur..lly  attending  fjperior  perfonal  qualities  were  al- 
diTpolition  to  decrv  foreign  luxu-  ways  necclTary  to  mantain  even 
rics  ;  or  whether  tpc  propenfity  to  the  poflclTicn  of  rank  and  wealth, 
piracy  among  the  Greeks,  with  in-  "  There  h  a  patTage  in  the  Odyf- 
crcalcd  naval  Hrenirth,  deterred  fee  which  ilhittratcs  rcmarkablv  at 
commerce,  the  int  rcourfe  between  the  fame  time  the  government,  the 
the  two  count  res  lefTcncd  greatly,  morality,  and  the  religion  of  the 
The  moft  (biking  features  in  the  n  e.  It  was  propofed  among  the 
Homeric  manners  arc  that  iicenti-  fu  ton  of  Penelope  to  kill  her  fon 
•ufneTs.  and  that  hofpir -lirv,  to>;e-  TeU-maclv.is,  and  divide  h:s  pro- 
ihcrtrxthth-.it  union,  ur  fu  ll  view  fcrtw  One  enly  of  them  hentated. 

i  *  J  • 
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«  To  kill  a  pcrfon  of  royal  race,'  defe&'ve  government,  that  it  it  uri- 

lie  fays,  *  <s  no  li^ht  matter.  Let  neceflary  to  look  for  any  other  ge-. 
va  therefore  confult  the  gods.    If  riejal  ca  '<!  of  the  tccnes  of  this 

the  laws  of  the  great  Jupiter  ap-  fort  with  which  Homer  abounds  in 

prove  it,  myfelf  will  be  among  the  common  with  other  aocient  writers^ 

fir  it  both  to  ^crfuadc  and  to  trike  and  agreeafry  to  the  preent  man. 

the  liroke  :  but  if  the  gods  forbid,  ners  of  the  fcaft.    For  when  every 

I  advi  e  to  forbear.'    The  pcrfon  man  u  in  great  mea  ure  judge  in 

thu«  reprcfentcd  ferioufly  cxpreiT-  his  own  caufc,  vices  of  this  clafs 

ing  doubt  whe  her  the  fouled  mur-  are  not  only  more  frequent,  but 

der  might  not  be  committed  with  lefs  criminal  than  in  a  civ;l*zed  ftate, 

approbation  of  the  deity,   is  de-  where  the  individual  transfers  his 

kiibed  as  of  high  birth,  refpe&ablc  refentmcnts  to  the  community,  and 

-character,  and  tupcrior  underhand-  private  injury  expels  rcdrefs  from 

Sag.    But  murders  were  fo  com-  public  jullice.    Where  the  kgifla* 

mon  tha*,  a ithout  peculiar  circurn-  t ure  does  rot  engage  for  our  per- 

{hmces  of  enormiry,  they/fc  rci!  v  fonal  fecurity,  wc  have  a  right  to 

left  a  (lain  upon  the  ch  .^racrer  ot  ufo  lurh  means  as  arc  in  our  power 

the  perpetrator.    Some  of  the  ta-  to  deitroy  the  aggreffor  who  would 

Youiite  peribnages  of  the  Iliad  and  deftroy  us.    In  fuch  cafes  bodily 

Odylfee,  as  the  author  of  the  EiTuy  flrcngth  and  courage  mall  decide 

on  the  Original  Genius  of  Homer  mod  contefls ;  while,  on  the  other 

has  obferved,  had  been  guilty  of  hanH,  craft,  cunning,  and  furprize 

this  crime,  and  had  fled  their  coun-  are  the  legitimate  weapons  ot  the 

try  in  confcqucnce  :  not  however  weak  aga'r.ti  the  flronvj.    We  ac- 

to  e'eape  public  jull.ee  ;    but  to  cordingiy  hud,  that  both  the  anct- 

irvoid  the  revenge  of  the  relation;  cut  and  th--  modern  hiftory  of  die 

of  the  deceafed.    Tiivatc  rcvo.  ge  F.aft  is  a  continued  fceae  of  b:<iod. 

wc  know  was  formerly  almott  the  fhed  an*  treachery."    Thcfe  very 

only  reftruint  upon  ihc  mo't  ntro-  jufl:  rcfte>£.Hons  may  reach  us  to  ex- 

cious  crimes  againlt  inuividuuls  in  ercife  our  pity  and  Ipatc  our  cenfurc 

our  o.vn  country,  and  lUl!  mo  t-  iu  on  human  nature  in  fucl>  unfortu- 

thc  reft  cf  wvlicrn  Europe;  in:"o-  nate  citeumftaaccs. 

much  that,  in  the  wcaknefg  o/  pub-  44  Hofpita  ity,"  .ays  the  fame  wti- 

lie  ju  iice,  private  revenue  even  re-  t?r,  who  had  enjoyed  fuch  p  culiac 

ceived  the  f:mcti.>n,  and  was  put  means  of  information  on  the  fub- 

undcr  the  guidance  of  thj  la  v.  je.  t,  u  p  evaits  ia  moll  countries, 

Jlenec  it  was  that  amon^  the  car  !y  and  in  the.  dilu  rent  province  of 

Greeks,  as  in  general  through  the  e.:ch  country,  vp  v  much  in  pro- 

Kalt,  a  numerous  progem  was  lb  pinion  to  the  id!-:uls,  povcm, 

paiticulii  ly  cficcmed  a  gre  .t  bu-ff-  and  iiilc.euiity  which  a  tend  a  defrc- 

ing  to  parent?.  A  numerous  family  tive  poller,   h  iMouk*  confnlario;:, 

was  always  a  powerful  fa:nil»  :  if  in  fo  wretched  a  1;r.re  of  focutv, 

could  do  juiiice  to  ufdf;  and,  if  that  itm  viuue  lhou!d  be  rooft  c-i- 

unanimoully    fo  incline.!,    iniurc  lifted  wh^rr  it  is  molt  wanted.  Iu 

others  with  impunity.  Uut  14  eta-  Ara'^h,  the  rights  of  hofjvtariy,  m 

eity,  violence  and  opprvifion,*'  Uy*  >  looerlv  i  ailed  the  point  o!  honour 

the  writer jufi  irentioned,  woo  h-ul  of  the  F.aft.  -ere  rh?  hai-py  iuhlti- 

fludied  oriental  maam -n  fjom  the  tut/ of  poftti .  c  I  <w  ;  which  in  ton  e 

lite,   *  i.tc  fo  ciJcaily  ihc  rdwlt  <»f  re  tunpIV$  the  phcr  of  justice  ; 
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ttmneflirtg,  by  a  voluntary  inter- 
courfc  of  good  offices,  thole  vaga- 
bond tribes,  whodefpife  lcgilla  ion, 
deny  the  perfect  rights  of  mankind, 
and  fet  th«  ci  il  magif^rate  at  deri- 
ance :  a  itrong  indance  of  th.it 
fympathizing  principle  in  the  fo« 
cial  conftitution  of  our  nature, 
which  the  wtfeft  government  will 
encourage,  and  which  the  moll  de- 
praved cannot  fupprefs."  In  con- 
firmation of  thefe  judicious  re  ma  Vs, 
we  find  it  eflabliihed  as  a  principle 
in  Homer,  that  '*  to  thofe  no  to- 
tally void  of  the  fcciim.s  of  huma- 
nity, the  gueft  and  the  fupplia  t 
ftiould  be  as  a  near  relation  :"  and 
he  gives  them  a  divine  right  to 
kind  treatment,  alledging,  that 
'*  the  ftruiiger  and  the  poor  arc 
from  Jove."  The  liberties  taken 
by  fuppliant  ftran^ers,  and  the  con- 
fidence repofed  in  them,  were  con 
fonant  to  'he  e  principles  Ulyflcs, 
fa-ed  alone  from  fi.ipwreck  on  an 
unknown  coair,  goes  without  intro- 
duction to  the  palace  of  the  king 
of  the  country,  which  is  represent- 
ed as  (insularly  rich  and  friend  d, 
enters  the  apartments,  and  finding 
the  king  and  queen  at  fupper  with 
the  principal  nobles,  abruptly  ad- 
dreflcs  bis  fupplication  to  the 
queen.  Not  <  nly  kindnefs  but  ho- 
nour is  immediately  mown  to  him  ; 
he  is  lodged  in  the  palace  ;  and  the 
next  day  the  king,  recommending 
him  tqjjjvour  in  an  aft'cmbly  of  t'ie 
people,  declares  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  knows  not  who  he  wa*-. 
It  fcem%  in  !eed,  'ohave  been  a  ge- 
neral po  nt  of  civility,  not  haflily 
t'»  :tik  any  trranger  who  he  wn?. 
Tckmachus  and  Mentor,  landing 
in  «he  port  of  l\luc,  find  the  ve- 
nerable Neftor,  p  iivc  oc  'be 
country,  with  the  adembicd  P>  nun 
people  on  the  Ih  re,  in  the  n  iJ.l  of 
the  ceremouy  o1'  a  irarniilccnt  pub- 
lic ftcr iiice. "  The  1}  renders  are  n" 
fooner  perceived  approaching  than 
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the  Pylians  crowd  to  meet  them, 
falate  them  in  ternv  of  fricndtliip, 
:md  invite  them  to  part  ke  of  t:.e 
fcalf  uhich  ilways  followed  a  fa- 
crificc,  an.1  wnich  indeed  teem  to 
have  been  an  cilcnti.il  part  o  the 
ceremony  #  1  hey  wcr  ,  h  wever, 
not  ieft  to  the  civility  of  the  mul- 
ti  ude.  IVi  (hatus,  fon  of  Neflor, 
advancing  before  th-  reft,  to  k 
ti  em  by  the  har  d,  and  ,  laced  then* 
at  tab  c  by  his  royal  arhcr  and  his 
elder  brother.  When  tne  me  a)  was 
over,  Ncltor  fpo*e  in  the  e  remark- 
able t.-rms  :  44  Now  the  1' ranger* 
have  latisfied  themfelves  with  eat- 
ing, it  will  be  prope-  io  a  t  ,cm 
who  they  are,  -nd  whence  they 
come.  Strangers,  wh  >  are  you, 
:;nu  whence  come  you,  navigating 
the  watery  wa\  s?  Is  it  for  any  bu- 
lincfs,  01  Jo  v  ou  roam  >t  la  ge,  as  pi- 
ratci  nve;-  the  le  1  ;  thofe  who  wan- 
der risking  their  own  \  r<y  and 
bringing  evil  upon  theia?"  Thu- 
eye'ide?,  than  whom  none  could  be 
he  u  r  quditicd  to  judge,  b;d!cvei 
this  to  be  a  faithful  pi  :u  c  of  the 
manners  of  his  anccitors  ;  and  he 
obferves  upon  it.  that  Ne  or's 
quctHon  wai  in  the  common  uay 
of  inquiry,  and  not  at  ah  iuqdy  ng 
doubt  whether  the  i>rang  r$  w  re 
wo;thy  of  hia  hofpita.itv,  t-r  lit 
cmn,)  :nv  for  his  t.iblc.  thou  h  hey 
miijhr  be  pirates.  Telcma.'.. u ai.d 
I'eii:  :!  ..tu,  ;.fterward  foi.ng  .1  h  - 
r<  1  la:  r,ue'l5.  but  n«  t  pe;-f  neily 
known,  10  >.'r:ielau& kin;{  •■,{  Sp-.ntu, 
neither  :mno  uue  th  n;fe!ves.  ivjx 
doc  ;i->y  one  enquire  wno  t  cy 
Tl:e  king,  o  ly  infor  1  ed  by  o.-.e 
or'  hi i  \  ou  oold  t  at  unknown 
firuu:""-*  jult  irrived  in  a  tliaript 
a-e  wa'.tif  -  without,  exprclfe-  iii- 
j  l.-ilurr  at  the  mention  of  a  ifr'd't 
whether  t  cy  were  to  b*  rented  in 
th?  palace  or  pn>?t  ed  clfe.vherc  ; 
eve:"  t :-u::  t'.ey  fhould  be  imm.fdL- 
at^iv  intpj-luced  into  the  hall  w^ri 
hs  vai  f  ttiiig  at  a  ^vblic  1 
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with  his  court,  places  fhem  by  him-  lace  ;  and  the  very  infants  daflied 
fclf  at  table,  and  then  te.'ls  them  againft  the  grou.id  in  horrid  fpott. 
that,  after  they  have  fupped,   he  of  war.    1  myfeif,  flain  in  the  vaia 
will  alk  them  who  they  arc,  ani  office  of  defence,  lhall  be  the  prey 
whence  they  came,    In  the  fame  of  my  own  dogs,  perhaps  in  my 
manner,  in  a  former  part  of  the  very  palace-gate* 
poem,  Telemachus  h  mfclf  is  re-       44  Where  luch  was  war,  the  man- 
prclented  cxpreiling  indignation  at  ners  of  warriors,  even  of  the  no- 
the  leail  delay  of  civility  to  a  b  ell  characters,  could  not  he  with- 
flrangcr  whom  he  obferves  at  the  out  llains  of  barbarifm  and  illibe- 
gate  of  his  father's  palace  ;  goes  rality.    We  find,  in  the  Iliad,  men 
out  himfclf  to  receive  him,   and  of  higheft  rank,  meeting  in  battle, 
tells  him  that  he  (hall  firft  fcip,  and  addref*  each  other  in  1  mguage  the 
then  d:clarc  his  errand.      From  moil  grolly  infulting :  they  threat- 
thefc  offices  of  hofpitality,   once  en,  they  revile,  and  fomctimcs  jeit 
performed,  new  and  lti  I  more  fa-  in  a  very  uafcc.nly  manner  on  the 
cred  rights  arofe,  which  did  not  misfortunes   of  their  adversaries, 
expire  with  the  pcrfons  who  gave       You  whom  the.  Greeks  fo  honour 
origin  to  them,  but  dcfccndcd  to  above  others,"  favs  Hector  to  Dio- 
all  the  pofterity  of  cither  parry,  mcj,  "  arc  no  better  than  a  wo- 
A  man  was  peculiarly  bound  to  man.  Go,  wretch!"  Then  follows 
ihow   kindnefs   to  an   hereditary  the  rcafon  of  this  pcrfonal  auger : 
gucft  ;  to  one  who  had  entertained  *<  You  think  to  llorm  our  city,  and 
any  of  his  anceftors,  or  who  had  carry  off  our  woT»en  in  your  fhips." 
been  entertained  by  them.  After  this  the  added  threat  however 
«*  How  neccfTaiy  this  generous  will  not  appear  unrcafonabie  ;  *4  My 
point  of  honour  was,  to  alleviate  arm,"  continues  Hector,  "  (hall  firit 
the  miferies  to  which  mankind  in  fend  you  to  the  infernal  deities." 
that  unfettled  Hate  of  law  and  go-  With  minds  thus  heated,  and  man- 
vernmcnt  were  liable,  we  may  ga-  ners  thus  roughened,  it  is  no  won- 
ther  from  many  lively  and  affecting  der  if  we  find  chiefs  of  the  fame 
pictures  fcattercd  through  Homer's  nation  and  army  ufc  great  illiberal- 
poems.    Bcfidc  the  general  incom-  ity  of  language  one  to  another.  Of 
petency  of  governments  to  fecure  this,  not  to  mention  a  difpute  fo 
internal  order,  the  belt  regulated  extreme  as  that  between  Aga ;n cm- 
were  in  perpetual  danger  of  ruin  non  and  Achilles,  Hector  in  a  fpeech 
from  foreign  enemies ;  and  this  ruin  toPolydamas.andOVleanAjax  toldo- 
was  cruel,  was  complete.  "  Thefc  mencus,  afford  remarkable  examples, 
•re  the  evils,"  we  arc  told  in  the       *»  It  was  little  ufual  to  give 
Iliad,  "  that  follow  the  capture  of  quarter.    «»  Why  fo  tendcr-heart- 
a  town :  the  iv.cn  arc  killed  ;  the  cd  r"  fays  Agamemnon  to  Mcnc- 
city  is  burnt  to  the  ground  ;  the  laus,  feeing  him  hefitatc  while  a 
women  and  children  of  all  ranks  Trojan  of  high  rank,  who  had  had 
are  carried  off  for  fiaves."  u  Wretch  the  misfortune  to  be  difabled  by 
that  I  am,"    fays    the  vencr.iMc    being  thrown  from  his  char'jt,  was 
Priam,  "  what  evil  docs  the  great    begging  for  l  ie?  "  Are  you  and 
Jupiter  bring  on  me  in  my  old  ;ige!    your  houfe  lb  beholden  to  the  Ti  o- 
My  fons  flain,  my  daughters  diag-    Jans?  Let  iv  t  one  of  them  cfcape 
ged  into  flavery  ;  violence  pcrvad-    definition    from  our  hands  ;  no, 
tag  even  the  Cambers  of  my  pa.-    no:  ttoc  chiid  within  his  mover's 

womb. 
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womb.  Let  all  perifh  unmourncd  ; 
let  not  a  veftige  of  them  be  feen 
remaining.'  The  poet  gives  the  Sanc- 
tion of  his  own  approbation  to  this 
inhumanity  in  a  prince  by  no  means 
generally  charactcrifed  inhuman  : 

*  Itwas  juftly  Spoken,'  fays  Homerj 

*  and  he  turned  his  brother's  mind.* 
Menclaus,  accordingly,  puflied  a- 
way  the  noble  fuppliant,  and  the 
kine  of  men  himfelf  was  the  exe- 
cutioncr  who  put  the  un  refilling 
wretch  to  death.  Hc£tor,  in  whom 
we  find  fo  many  amiable  qualities, 
was  not  lefs  infected  with  this  bar- 
barous fpirit  of  his  age.  When  he 
had  killed  Patroclus,  and  ft  lipped 
him  on  the  fpot  of  his  divine  ar- 
mour, he  pollpoDcd  the  moft  prefix- 
ing and  moft  important  concerns, 
equally  of  himlelf  and  of  his 
country,  to  the  gratification  of 
weak  revenge  ;  lofing  fight  of  all 
the  greater  objects  of  battle  while 
he  ftruggled  for  the  naked  corfc, 
with  intention  to  complete  its  con- 
tumely by  giving  it  to  be  devoured 
by  Trojan  dogs  ;  and  to  make  his 
vengeance  lalting  by  depriving  it 
of  thofe  funeral  rites  which  were, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  times,  neccf- 
fary  to  the  rcpofe  of  fouls  after 
death.  We  rauft  not  therefore 
wonder  that  the  common  Greeks 
fhould  delight  in  wounding  the 
dead  body  of  Hector  himfelf  when 
he  was  foon  after  llain  ;  nor  ought 
We  to  attribute  peculiar  ferocity  to 
the  character  of  Ach  lies  for  the 
indignities  with  which  he  trcntad 
it ;  fincc  both  the  morality  and  the 
religion  of  his  age,  far  from  con- 
demning fuch  conduct,  evidently 
taught  hira  to  conlidcr  it  as  direct- 
ed, not  indeed  by  humanity,  but 
hy  focial  affection,  and  enforced  by 
that  piety,  fuch  as  it  was,  which 
the  gods  of  his  country  required. 
\Vhen  the  unfortunate  monarch  of 
*l'roy  came  afterward  in  perfon  to 


bez  the  body  of  his  heroic  fon,  we 
find  the  conduct  of  Achilles  mark- 
ed by  a  fuperior  fpirit  of  gene- 
rous humanity.  Yet  in  the  very 
act  of  granting  the  pious  requerf, 
he  doubts  if  he  is  quite  excufable 
to  the  foul  of  his  depaned  friend, 
for  remitting  the  extremity  of  ven- 
geance which  he  had  meditated, 
and  reftoring  the  corfc  to  receive 
the  rites  of  burial.  Agreeably  to 
this  cruel  fpirit  of  warfare*  the 
token  of  victory  was  the  head  of 
the  principal  perfon  of  the  van- 
quifhed  (lain  fixed  on  a  poll.  The 
milder  temper  of  a  more  civilized 
age  abolifhcd  this  euftom,  and  it 
became  ufual  for  the  conqueror  on- 
ly to  fufpend  a  fuit  of  armour  on 
a  poft  ;  which,  thus  adorned,  was 
termed  a  trophy.  Perhaps  fire- 
arms have  contributed  to  humanize 
war.  The  molt  cruel  ftrokes  to  indi- 
viduals are  now  generally  in  a  great 
meafure  the  effect  of  chance ;  for 
it  feldom  can  be  afecrtained  from 
what  hand  piecifely  they  come,  and 
revenge  thus  wants  its  object.  Other 
favourable  circumftances  it  is  true 
have  affifted  •  but  this,  it  may 
fairly  be  prelumed,  has  had  irs 
fliarc  in  making  revenge  alien  to 
modern  warfare* 

"  While  fuch  were  the  horrora 
of  war  continually  threatening,  not 
frontier  provinces  of  extcnlive 
realms,  but  every  man's  door,  we 
may  wonder  at  any  progrefs  that 
civility  and  the  arts  of  peace  had 
made  among  nv.nkind  ;  thac 
wealth,  grandeur,  elegance,  and 
almoft  that  any  thing  beyond  mere 
necelTarics  of  life,  were  thought 
worth  any  pains  to  acquire.  But, 
amid  the  alarms  of  violence  and 
oppreflion,  the  fpirit  of  hofpitality, 
fo  generally  diffufed,  often  alleviat- 
ed misfortune ;  and  even  in  the 
ccaih  of  nations,  many  Individuals, 
if  they  could  fare  only  their  lives 
£  from 
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from  the  general  ruin,  were  at  no 
lofs  for  refources.    This  exteniivc 
communication  of  the  rights  ol  hof- 
pitality  was  of  powerful  effect  to 
humanize  a  favage  people,  to  ex- 
cite a  reliih  for  elegance  in  ftyle  of 
living,  and  to  make  the  more  re- 
fined joys  of  focicty  more  eagerly 
fought,  as  well  as  more  caiily  ob- 
tained*    There  was  in  Homer'* 
rime  great  difference  in  the  poifef- 
ftona  of   individuals :  fomc  had 
large  tracts  of  land  with  numerous 
herds  and  flocks  ;  others  h.id  none. 
This  ilatc  of  things  is  generally  fa- 
vourable to  the  arts  ;  a  few,  who 
have  a  fuperabundance  ot  wealth, 
bein*  better  able,  and  generally 
more  willing  to  encourage  them 
than  numbers  who  have  only  a 
competency.    The  communication 
of  the  rights  of  hofpitality  would 
alfo  afiiit  toward  the  prefevvation 
of  property  to  thofe  families  which 
had  once  acquired  it.    A  fort  of 
affociation  was  thus  formed,  which 
in  fome  degree  fupplicd  the  want  of 
a   regular  adminiibtion  of  law. 
Without  fome  fecurity  thus  derived 
we  fliould  fcarcely  have  found  dif- 
tinclion  of  rank  lo  itrongly  marked 
as  it  is  in  Homer.   A  man  of  rank, 
it  appears,  might  be  known  by  his 
gait  and  manners  under  every  uif- 
guife  of  a  mean  habit,  and  mean 
employment.   This  could  never  be 
without  a  wide  dillinction  cxifting 
through  fucccffivc  generations.  A 
youth  is  defcribed  elegant  in  his 
drefs,  and  delicate  in  his  pcrfon ; 
«  fiich,'  fays  the  poet,  «  as  the  fons 
of  princes  ufually  are.*    It  is  re- 
liurkable  that  the  youth  thus  de- 
fcribed, was  in  the  employment  of 
a  (hephcrd.     Strength,  however, 
and  activity  always  go  to  the  de- 
scription of  Homer's  men  of  rank  : 
feut  luxury,  fuch  as  it  was  in  thofc 
•days,  never  is  mentioned  as  unbe- 
coming a  hero ;  though  it  was  more 
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particularly  the  privilege  of  the 
aged.  The  wealthy,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  had  houfes  built 
of  freeftone,  fpacious,  and  with 
many  apartments  on  different  floors; 
and  we  hV.d  ail  the  offices  to  be  cx- 
pefted  in  a  great  family  performed 
with  much  regularity.  The  di- 
rections which  Penelope's  houfe- 
kcepcr  gives  to  the  menial  fervants 
for  the  bulinefs  of  the  day  might 
(till  ferve  in  the  Kail  without  varia- 
tion :  *  Go  quickly,'  file  laid, 
*  fome  of  you  fwecp  the  houfc,  and 
fprinkle  it ;  and  let  the  crimfon 
carpets  be  fprc.ul  upon  the  feats  ; 
let  all  the  tables  be  well  rubbed 
with  fpunges,  and  walh  carefully 
the  bowls  and  the  cups.  Seme  of 
you  go  immediately  to  the  fountain 
for  water.'  No  lefs  than  twenty 
went  on  this  errand.  The  whole 
number  of  maid-fcrvants  were  fifty ; 
nort  however,  all  employed  in 
houfhold  bulinefs,  but  probably 
moft  of  thtm  iu  the  manufacture 
of  cloth,  and  making  of  clothes 
for  the  family.  Men-fervnnts  wait- 
ed at  meals  ;  and  thofe  of  Ulytfes's 
houfhold  are  defcribed  as  comely 
youths,  handfomely  clothed,  and 
always  neat  in  their  appearance. 
Servants  of  both  fcxes  fecm  to  have 
been  all  flaves.. 

44  It  appears  indeed,  as  we  have 
already  remarked,  that  fincc  the 
age  ot  Hercules  and  Thefeus,  con- 
hderable  progrefs  had  been  made 
in  ellablifhing  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment over  Peloponnefus  at 
lea!>,  and  giving  fecurity  to  the 
country.  No  apprchenfion  of  fucb 
dangers  as  Thefeus  found  in  the 
way  from  Trcrzcne  to  Athens  is 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Tele- 
machus's  journey  from  Pylos  to 
Sparta.  Without  attendants  Tcle- 
machu3  and  Pcififtratus  fet  out  in  a 
ch  irior  drawn  by  two  horfes.  They 
carry  with  them  provilions  for  the 

dav. 
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<3ny.    In  the  evening  they  arrive  vernment,  till  he  had  removed  the 
at  Phaerae,  where  they  are  enter-   bard  whom  Agamemnon  had  ap» 
tained  by  Diocles,  a  chief  of  the   pointed  t  >  be  chief  counfcllor  to  the 
country.    The  next'  evening  they   queen  in  his  abfence. 
arrive  at  Sparta ;  and  their  return      «*  Women  in  the  Homeric  age 
affords  no  more  variety  of  ftory.      enjoyed  more  freedom,  and  com- 
44  Homer  has  left  us  many  pic*  municated  more  in  bufinefs  and 
lures  of  his  heroes  in  their  hours   amu Cement  among  men,  than  in 
of  relaxation  with  the  goblet  cir-  fubfequei%t  ages  has  been  ufual  in 
cuiating.    It  has  indeed  been  very   thofc  eaflern  countries  ;  far  more 
anciently  obferved,  that  he  fli-ws   than  at  Athens  in  the  flourifliing 
himfelf  ftrongly  difpofed  to  focial  times  of  the  commonwealth.  In 
and  convivial  enjoyment.    Horace   the  Iliad  wc  find  Helen  and  Andro- 
has  aggravated  the  remark  into  a   mache  appearing  frequently  in  com- 
reproach.     Yet  allowing  for  the   puny  with  the  Trojan  chiefs,  and 
peculiarities  of  the  manners  of  the   ent  ring  freely  into  the  converfa- 
hcroic  ages,  molt  of  which  arc  (till   tion.     Attended  only  by  one  or 
found  in  the  Eaft,  there  is  grear   two  m  tid-fei  vants,  they  walk  thro* 
elegance    in    Homer's    convivial   the  Streets  of  Troy  as  butinefs  or 
in ee rings.    Once  he  maVes  exprefs    fancy  lead  them.    Penelope,  per- 
mention  of  drunkennefs  :  but  the    fecuted  as  fli  •  is  by  her  fcitors, 
anecdote  forms  a  ftron^;  leflbn  to   does  not   frruple  occafionally  to 
deter  from  that  vice  ;  flioiving,  by   Ihow  hcrfelf  among  them  ;  and 
a  terrible  example,  that  perfons  of  fcarcely  more  rc:*;rvc  fcems  to  have 
the  higheit  rank  and  molt  refpeft-   been  impofed on  vi-gins  than  on  mar- 
able  character,  if  they  yield  to  in-  ricd  women,    Equally  indeed  Ho- 
temperance,  reduce  themfclves  for   mer's  elegant  eulogies  and  Mcfiod's 
the  time  to  a  level  with  the,  lovyelt   fevere  farcafm  prove  women  to  have 
and  moll  profligate,  and  are  liable    been  in  their  d«<ys  important  mem- 
to  every  indignity.     But  at  the   bers  of  focicty.    The  character  of 
feafts  of  the  great  the  fong  of  the   Penelope  in  the  Odyflee  is  the  com- 
bard  Jeldom  failed  to  make  a  prin-  pleteit  panegyric  upon    the  fex 
eipal  part  of  the  entertainment,   that  ever  was  compofed  ;  and  no 
I'he  bard  indeed  feems  to  have  language  can  give  a  more  elegant 
been  a  perfon  of  importance  in  the  or  a  more  highly  coloured  picture 
houlehold  ettablifhment  of  every   of  conjugal  affection  than  is  dif- 
wealthy  chief.   His  knowledge  and  played  in  the  convcrfation  between 
memory,  in  the  deficiency  of  books,   Hector  and  Andromache  in  the  fixth 
were  to  fuppiy  the  place  of  a  libra-   book  of  the  Iliad.    Even  Helen, 
ty  :  his  Ikill  in  mafic  and  noetry   in  fuite  of  her  failings,  and  inde* 
were  to  convey  the  inftruction  in    pendcntly  of  her  beaury,  Heals  up- 
the  rnoft  agreeable  manner,  and  in-  on  our  hearts,  in  Homer's  defcrip- 
fbrm»  even  when  pleafure  was  the  tion,  by  the  modefty  of  her  deport- 
only  apparent  object.    In  one  in-  ment  and  the  elegance  of  her  man- 
ltance  Homer  attributes  extraordi-  ners.   On  all  o  ca'fions  indeed  He- 
ndry authority  to  the  bard.  -JE-  mer  (hows  a  difpofition  to  favour 
giltneus  could  not  accompli  (h  his  the  fex  :  civility  and  attention  to 
purpofc  of  poffefling  himfelf  of  the  them  he  attributes  mod  particularly 
perfon  of  Clytemneftra  and  the  to  his  greateft  characters,  to  Achil- 
priocipal  fway  in  the  Afgian  go-  le«,  and  ftiil  more  remarkably  to 

E  3  Hector, 
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Hector.    The  infinite  variety  of  jealoufy,  yetcuftoms  not  abfolufrlf 

his  fubjecls,  and  the  hiftorical  na-  diflimilar  arc  iKll  found  among  trie 

tunc  ot  his  poems,  led  him  ncccf-  Arabs.    Indeed  the  general  fenti- 

farily  to  fpeak  of  bad  women  :  but  merits  of  the  Turks  toward  the  fe* 

even  when  the  black  deed  of  Cly-  male  fex  are  a  ftrange  compound  of 

temneltra  calls  for  his  utmoit  repro-  the  groflelt  fenfuality  with  the  molt 

bation,  llill  his  delicacy  toward  the  fcrupulous  decency.    For  the  ere- 

fex  leads  him  to  mention  it  in  a  dit  or"  Homer,  however,  and  of  his 

manner  that  might  tend  to  guard  age,  it  (hould  be  obferve^  that, 

againft  that  reproach  which  would  among  all  his  variety  of  pictures  of 

be  liable  to  involve  all  for  the  human  paffion,  not  a  hint  occurs  of 

wickednefs  of  oue.     With  fome  thas  unnatural  fenfuality  which  af- 

things  of  courfe  widely  differing  terwards  fo  difgraccd  Grecian  man- 

from  what  prevails  in  diftant  cli-  ners. 

mates  and  diftant  ages,  we  yet  find  44  It  was  cuftomary  in  the  heroic 
in  general  the  moft  perfect  decency  age,  as  indeed  at  all  times  in  Greece, 
and  even  clcg.incc  of  manners  in  for  ladies  of  the  higheft  rank  to  cm- 
Homer's  defcriptions  of  the  inter-  ploy  themfelves  in  fpinning  and 
courfe  of  men  and  women.  Of  needlework,  and  in  at  lcaft  directing 
this  Helen's  conversions  on  the  the  buiincls  of  the  loom  ;  which 
walls  of  Troy  in  the  Iliad,  and  in  was  carried  on,  as  till  lately  in  the 
her  court  at  Sparta  in  the  Odyflt-e,  Highlands  of  Scotland,  for  every 
afford  remarkable  examples.  One  family  within  itfelf.  It  was  praile 
oflice  ot"  civility  indeed,  which  we  equally  for  a  llave  and  a  princefs  to 
find  ufually  performed  by  women  be  Iktlful  in  works  of  this  kind.  In 
iu  the  heroic  age,  may  excite  our  Homer's  time  wafliing  alfo  was  em- 
wonder:  the  bufmefs  of  attending  ploy ment  for  ladies.  The  princefs 
men  in  bathing  feems  to  have  been  Nauficaa,  the  young  and  beautiful  ' 
peculiar  to  women  ;  and,  in  eom-  daughter  of  the  opulent  king  of 
plimciu  to  men  of  rank,  was  per-  Phai^cia,  a  country  famed  more  for 
formed  by  virgins  of  the  higheft  luxury  than  indullry,  went  with 
rank.  When  Telemachus  vilited  her  maids,  in  a  carriage  drawn  by 
Neftor  at  PyK  s,  the  office  of  wa(li-  mule?,  to  a  fountain  in  a  fequclicr- 
ing  and  clothing  him  was  alfigned  ed  fpot  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
to  the  beautiful  Polycatrr,  the  vir-  city,  to  wafh  the  clothes  of  the 
gin-daughter  of  the  venerable  mo-  family. 

narch.    When  Ulyifcs  appeared  as  44  It  is  matter  of  no  fmall  curic- 

•n  unknown  ftranger  in  his  own  pa-  fity  to  compare  the  manners^  and 

lace,  the  queen  Per;e!opc,  uninform-  principles'  of  the   heroic   a$rc  of 

cd  who  or  wh  it  he  wa«,  merely  in  Greece  with  thole  of  our  Teutonic 

purfuance  of  the  common  rights  of  anceftors.     There  are  ftrong  lines 

hofpirality,    directed    her    young  of  refrmhfancr,  and  there  are  at 

.maids  to  attend  him  to  the  bath,  the  fame  time  frrong  cbnraclerifiiral 

Uly fifes  refufed  the  honour,  and  tie-  touches  by  which  the)  iiand  diiiiu- 

iired  an  old  woman  ;  but  the  pi*et  guifiied.     Greece  was   a  country 

fecms  to  have  thought  it  nccellarv  holding  out  to  its   poOefiors  every 

that  he  flnnild  apologize  very  parti-  delight  of  which  humanity  is  caps- 

cularly  for  fvu  h  a  lingularity.    Re-  ble  ;  but  where,  through  the  intffi- 

pm/nair  as  ihefc  circumftances  ap-  cacy  of  law,  the  infbl.ility  of  g«- 

pear  iu  coiMittoii  notion*  of  eaftern  vernmeuts,  and  the  charier  of  \\t 

times 
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rimes,  rflippinefs  was  extremely  pre- 
carious, and  the  change  frequent 
from  the  height  of  blifs  to  the  depth 
of  mifery.  Hence,  rather  than 
from  his'  natural  temper,  Homer 
fcems  to  have  derived  a  melancholy 
tinge  widely  diflfufed  over  his  poems. 
He  frequently  adverts,  in  general 
reflexions,  to  the  milcries  of  man- 
kind. That  eanh  nourifhes  no  ani- 
mal more  miferable  than  mar.,  is 
a  remark  which  he  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  Jupiter  himfclf.  His 
common  epithet  for  war  and  battle 
is  **  tearful."  With  the  northern 
bards,  on  the  contrary,  war  and 
battle  were  fubjech  of  higheft  joy 
and  merriment :  and  this  idea  was 
fupportcd  in  f.te},  we  are  well  allur- 
ed, to  a  molt  extraordinary  degree. 
Yet  there  was  more  generolrry  and 
lefs  cruelty  in  the  Gothic  fpirit  of 


war  than  in  the  Grecian.  Whence 
this  arofe  j  what  tircumttances  cave 
the  weaker  fcx  fo  much  more  cont 
fequence  among  the  Teutonic  na- 
tions than  among  tl.c  Greeks  ;  how 
the  fpirit  of  gallantry,  fo  little 
known  to  this  elegant  and  polilhed 
people,  fliould  ahfe  and  gain  fuch 
univcrfal  influence  among  the  fierce 
unlettered  favages  of  the  North  ; 
that  gallantry  which,  with  many 
fantallical  and  fome  milchtcvous  ef- 
fects, has  produced  many  fo  highly 
falutary  and  honourable  to  mankind, 
will  probably  ever  remain  equally  a 
myftery  iu  the  hiltory  of  man,  aa 
why  perfection  in  the  feiences  and 
every  elegant  art  (hould  be  confined 
to  the  little  territory  of  Greece,  and 
thole  nations  which  have  derived  it 
thence." 


ACCOUNT  of  the  INHABITANTS  of  POLAND. 
[From  Mr.  Coxe's  Travels  into  Poland,  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark.] 

44  T  confide r  Polifh  liberty  as  the  Another,  lamenting   the  dreadful 

X  fourcc  of  Polifh  wretchednefs;  fitu:ition  of  his  country,  faid  to  mc, 

and  Poland  appears  to  mc,  as  far  as  44  The  name  of  Poland  llill  remains, 

I  can  judge  by  the  fpecimens  which  but  the  nation  no  longer  exifts  :  an 

fell  under  my  ohfcrvation,  of  all  univerfal  corruption  and  venality 

countriesthe  mort  diltrcifed.    Nor  pervades  all  ranks  of  people.  Many 

indeed  do  the   natives  themfclves  of  the  firft  nobility  do  not  blufli  to 

attempt  to  palliate  or  deny  this  me-  receive  pen  lions  from  foreign  courts, 

lancholy  fact.    Upon  exprctfing  my  One  profeflcs  himfelf  poblit  ly  aa 

furprize  at  one  inilancc  of  the  abufe  A.titrian,  a   fecond   a  Prulfi.i'n,  a 

of  liberty,  to  which  I  had  been  my-  third  a  Frenchman,  and  a  fourth  a 

felf  a  witnefs,   to  a  pcrfon   well  Ruffian.*' 

vcrfrd  in  the  laws  of  the  country,  The  prefcrt  fittiation  of  the- 
re returned  for  anfwer,  **  If  you  Polifh  nation  imprctlcd  my  mind 
knew  the  contulion  and  anarchy  of  with  the  mo:t  pathetic  ideas  01  f.dlen 
our  conftitution,  you  would  be  fur-  g  re  at  nets ;  and  I  could  norconlider, 
prized  ar  nothing :  many  grievances  wirhout  a  mivture  of  regret  and 
ncccfliirily  exilt  even  in  the  beft  re-  fympathy,  a  people,  who  formerly 
•  gulafed  (fates;  what  then  mull  be  gave  law  to  the  North,  ivdiKcd  tr> 
the  cafe  in  our*s,  which  of  all  go-  fo  low  a  ftate  of  inliqnihcince  and 
Tcrnrncnts  is  tho  moil  dcttilable  ?w  dome:nic  mifery.    The  n  alien  has 
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few  man u faftures,  fcarcely  any  com-  "  AU  the  nobles  or  gentry  are» 

mercc  ;  a  king  almoll  v\  ithout  au-  in  the  ftrict  letter  of  the  Uw,  equal 

thority;  the  nobles  in  a  ihec  of  un-  by  birth;  fo  that  all  honours  an4 

controuled  anarchy  ;  the  peafants  titles  are  fuppofed  to  add  uothing 

groaning  under  a  yoke  of  feudal  to  their  real  dignity.    By  means  of 

oefpotifm  far  worfc  than  the  tyran-  their  reprefentatives  in  the  diet, 

ny    of  an   abfolute  monarch.    I  they  have  a  (hare  in  the  legiflative 

never  before  obferved  (uch  an  inc-  authority,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  as  in 

quality   of  fortune,  fuch    *nddeu  the  election  of  a  king,  they  ailcmblc. 

tranfuion  from  extreme  riches  to  in  perfon,  when  each  noble  is  ca- 

extreme  poverty  :  wherever  I  turn-  pable  of  being  elecled  a  nuntio,  of 

ed  my  eyes,  luxury  and  wretched-  bearing  the  office  of  a  fenator,  and 

cefs  were  conftant  neighbours.    }a  of  prefenting  hirnfeif  as  a  candidate 

a  Word,  the  boafted  Polilh  liberty  is  upon  a  vacancy  in  the  throne.  No 

not  enjoyed  in  the  fmallelt.  degree  noble  can  be  arretted  without  being 

by  the  bulk  of  the  people,  but  is  previouily  convicled,  except  in  cafe* 

confined  among  the  nobles  or  gen-  of  high  treafon,  murder,  and  robr 

try.    The  truth  of  thefe  remarks  bery  on  the  highway,  and  then  he 

will  heft  appear  from  the  following  mult  be  furprifed  in  the  facl ;  nor 

account  of  the  inhabitants,  can  he  be  capitally  punilhed  but  by 

*'  The  inhabitants  of  Poland  are/  order  of  the  diet,    The  definition 

nobles,  clergy,  citizens,  and  pea-  of  a  noble  being  thus  applied  not 

fants.  only  to  perfons  actually  poflcuW 

"  I.  The  nobles  are  divided  into  land,  but  even  to  the  descendants  of 

two  clafles ;  the  members  of  the  former  landholders,  comprehends 

fenate,  and  of  the  equcftrian  order,  fuch  a  large  body  of  men,  that  many 

Having,  upon  a  former  occafion,  of  them  are  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  in- 

defcribed  the  powers  which  fenntors  digence  ;  and  as,  according;  to  the 

enjoy  in  their  collective  capacity,  it  Polith  law,  they  lofe  their  nobility 

Will  bo  unneceffary  to  repeat  them  if  they  follow  trade  or  commerce, 

in  this  place.  the  molt  needy  generally  devote 

**  We  fliould  be  greatly  deceiy-  thcmfclycs  to  the  fcrvice  of  the 
ed  if  we  were  to  underltand  the  richer  nobles,  who,  like  the  old 
word  nolle  in  our  fenfe  of  that  term,  feudal  barons,  are  conftantly  attend- 
In  the  laws  of  Poland  a  noble  is  a  ed  by  a  large  number  of  retainers, 
perfon  who  pollcfles  a  freehold  As  all  nobles,  without  any  diftiuc- 
ellatc,  or  who  can  prove  his  defcent  tion,  enjoy  the  right  of  voting,  as 
from  anceftors  formerly  poflcumg  a  well  for  the  choice  of  nuntio,  as  aj 
freehold,  following  no  trade  or  com-  the  election  of  a  king,  their  poverty 
mcice,  ard  at  liberty  to  choofe  the  and  their  nurnberare  frequently  pro- 
place  of  his  habitation.  This  de-  duclive  of  great  inconvenience, 
fcriptw.n  includes  all  perfons  above  Hence  the  king,  who  has  juflly  con- 
tur^hers  and  pcafants.  The  mem-  ccived  a  gTcat  veneration  for  the 
bers  of  thU  body  below  tfce  rank  of  Englifli  conftitution,  wifhed  to  in- 
fenators  ..re  called,  in  a  collective  troduce  into  the  new  code  a  law  fi- 
itatc.  the  cqucftrian  order;  and  in  milar  to  otir's  relating  to  county 
their  individual  capacities,  nobles,  elections,  that  no  per  Ion  fliould  be 
gentlemen,  freemen,  or  land-hold-  entitled  to  a  vote  in  the  choice  of 
ers,  which  appellation*  arc  fynony-  a  nuntio  but  thofe  who  poflefled  a 
mpus.  certain  qualification  in  Lad.  This 
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proportion,  however,  has  b.cn  re-  his  dioccfc ;  3.  The  metropolitan* 
ccived  with  fuch  marks  of  ciilatis-  tin  ier  the  primate,  to  which  an  ap- 
faction,  that  we  may  conclude  it  peal  lies  from  the  bifl.op's  court; 
will  never  be  allowed  to  pals  into  a  3.  That  of  the  pope'b  nuntio,  which 
law.  is  the  fuprcme  cccleliallical  judica- 

44  II.  The  clergy.     Miciflaus,    turc  w  ithin  the  kingdom,  t'»  which 
the  firlt  fovcrcijjn  of  Poland  who    an  appeal  may  be  made  both  from 
embraced  Ch  illianity,  granted  fc-    the  decision  of  the  bifliop  and  of 
vcr.il  immunities  and  ettitcs  to  the   the  primate.    In  cafes  of  divorce, 
clergy.    His  luecelfors  and  the  rich    difpenfations  for  marriages,  and  in 
nobles  followed 'his  example;  and    other  intlanccs,  (he  panics,  as  in 
the  riches  of  this  body  continued    all  catholic  countries,  mud  apply 
increafmg,  as  well  from  royal  as    to  the  pope;  by  which  means  no 
private  donations,  until  the  diet,  ap-   inconiicerable  portion  of  money  is 
prehenfivc  kit  in  procefs  of  time    abforbed  by  the  fee  of  Rome, 
the  gr/atclt  part  of  the  cft.itcs  fliould       41  In  moll  civil  affairs  the  clergy 
pafs  into  the  hands  of  tin  clergy,    arc  judged  in  the  ordinary  courts  of 
forbad  by  different  law's,  and  p»rti-  jutiicr.    In  cimin.,1  cnufe?,  an  cc 
cul  .ily  in  166;,  the  alienation  of  cleliaftic  is  fiHl  arretted  by  the  civil 
lands  to  the  church,  under  penalty    powers,  then  juJged  in  the  con- 
of  forfeiture:  and  under  the  pre-    lillory,  and,  if  convicted,  he  is  rc- 
fent  reign  fcveral  eftates  have  been    mitted  to  the  civil  power,  in  order 
confiscated  which  had  been  bellowed   to  undergo  the  penalty  annexed  to 
upon  the  clergy  fmcc  that  period.       the  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
44  From  the  time  of  tiic  firll  ctla     found  guilty.     One  great  ccclefi- 
bliflimcnt  of  the  c  ttholic  religion   aitical  abule,  which  has  been  abo- 
by  cardinal  yEgidius,  nuntio  Irom    lifltcd  in  moil  other  catholic  coun- 
pope  John  XII.  the  hifliops  have    tries,  foil  exifts  in  this  kingdom  : 
been  admitted  into  the  fenate  as    when  the  pope  fends  a  bull  into  Po- 
king**  counfcilors.      They    were    land,  the  clergy  publifh  and  carry 
ufually  appointed  by  the  k>ng,  and   it  into  execution,  without  the  con- 
confirmed  by  ihc  pope;  but  lince    firmation  or  approbation  of  the  civil 
the  cr<  ati  n  rf  the  permanent  coun-   power.    Before    1538  ecclefiaflics 
cil,  they  are  nominated  by  his  ma-    were  allowed  to  h  dd  civil  empioy- 
jefty  out  of  three  candidates  chofen    ments,  but  in  that  year  piietls  were 
by  the  council :  a  bifliop,  the  mo-   declared  incapable  of  being  pro- 
mcnt  he  is  ;>pp;intcd,  is  of  courfe    moted  to  fecular  offi<  cs.  They 
entitled  to  a|i  the  privileges  of  a    were  alfo  exempted  from  paying 
fen  itor.   The  archbilhop  of  Gnefna    any  taxes;  but  this  exemption  has 
is  primate,  as  we  have  before  ob-   hem  wifely  tiken  off,  and  they  are 
ferved,   the  fird  fenator  in  rank,    now  rated  in  the  fame  manner  as 
and  viceroy  during  an  interregnum,   the  laity,  with,  this  difference,  that 
44  The  ecclefiallics  are  all  fiee-   their  contributions  are  not  called 
men,  and,  in  fome  particular  in-    taxes,  but  charitable  fubfidies. 
fiances,  have  their  own  courts  of      44  III.  The  next  clafs  of  people 
jullicc,  in  which  the  canon  law  is   are  the  burghers,  inhabiting  towns, 
pratbfed.    Of  thefe  courts  of  jullice   whofe  privileges  were  formerly  far 
peculiar  to  the  clergy  there  arc  three   more  confiderable  than  they  are  at 
forts ;    l  •  The  confiilorial,  under  prefent. 

fhe  jurifoji&ion  of  each  bifliop  in      **  The  hiftory  o£all  countries^ 
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in  which  the  feudal  fyftem  has  been 
eltabliflied,  bears  tollimony  to  the 
pernicious  policy  of  holding  the 
lower  chflcs  of  men  in  a  it  ire  of 
ilavifh  lubjeclon.  in  precis  of 
time  a  concurrence  of  caufes  con- 
-f rib u ted  gradually  to  fofren  the  ri- 
gour ot"  this  fervitude  with  regard 
to  the  burghers,  in  fcveral  ot  the 
feudal  kingdoms.  Among  other 
circumftanccs  tending  to  their  pro- 
tection, the  moll  favourable  was  the 
formation  ef  fcveral  cities  into  bo- 
dies politic,  with  the  privilege  of 
excrciling  municipal  juiifdiction 
This  inlVitution  took  its  rife  in  Italy, 
the  lirft  count. y  in  Europe  which 
emerged  from  uarbariiui ;  and  was 
from  thence  transferred  to  France 
and  Germany,  It  was  firft  intro- 
duced info  Poland  about  125 -,  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  Bole  (la  us  thcCh  tfic, 
who,  being  inlhutftcd  in  the  Teu- 
tonic or  German  laws  by  Henry  the 
7>eardcd,dukc  of  Wratiflaw,  granted 
firfr  to  Cracow,  and  after  wards  to 
levcral  other  towns,  the  privileges 
pollelfed  by  the  German  cities  :  this 
body  of  rights  is  called  in  the  tla- 
t.UTi  of  Poland  Jus  Mag<ieburgU-utn 
£t  TfutMiicuM  ;  and  the  caufc  atlign- 
ed  for  its  introduction  is,  that  no 
city  could  flourilh  and  increafe  un- 
der the  feudal  laws.  In  the  thir- 
teenth and  following  centuries  th* 
kings  and  great  barons  built  fcveral 
towns,  to  all  wlvch  they  gtanted  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  conceived 
in  the  following  terms  :  *'  Trans- 
feet  banc  villitm  ex  jure  Palonuo  in 
jus'  Teutonicum"  The  beneficial 
tendency  of  this  political  t emulation 
foon  appeared.  T>y  a  fudden  increafe 
of  population  and  wealth,  the  burg- 
hers of  fome  of  the  principal  free 
towns  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  im- 
portance and  confideration,  as  to 
-ive  their  ailcnf  to  trtraiies,  and 
fcild  deputies  to  the  national  ailem- 
*Ky  ;  a  r.^t'.c  ,va*  a*!  d.^r.idv'd  r.y 


being  a  burgher,  and  a  burgher  was 
capable  of  being  an  officer  of  the 
crown.  A  treaty  which  Cafimir 
the  Great  entered  into  with  the 
knights  of  the  Trutonic  order,  was 
not  only  iigncd  by  the  king  and  the 
'principal  nobles,  but  alio  by  the 
burghers  of  Cracow,  Polin,  San- 
domir,  and  other  loans  ;  and  under 
the  fame  monarch  Wiernelk,  bur- 
gomallerof  Cracow,  was  fubmarlhal 
a  ui  treasurer  of  the  crown. 

**  The  burghers  enjoyed  the  pri- 
vileges juft  mentioned  during  the 
Jr.uci'on  line,  as  appears  from  the 
dii'ercr.t  acls  ot  Sigitmond  1.  and 
his  fon  Sigifmond  Auguftus.  Dur- 
ing the  reign  of  the  fo<mcr  the 
nobles  end -avoured  to  exclude  the 
deputies  of  Cracow  from  the  diet ; 
but  rh.it  monarch  not  only  confirm* 
ed  the  tight  of  that  city  to  fend  re- 
prefent  uive?,  but  even  decreed,  that 
the  citizen's  were  included  within 
the  clafs  of  nobits. 

**  When  the  crown  became  wholly 
elective,  the  burghers  fuffered  con- 
tinual encroachments  on  their  pri- 
vileges at  c^e'y  nomination  of  a 
new  foi  ertign  :  they  loft  the  ri^ht 
of  polfclTing  lands,  excepting  with- 
in a  fm .41  dilhnce  of  their  towns, 
of  feuding  deputies  to  the  diets 
and  were  of  cuurfe  excluded  from 
all  fbare  of  the  legillative  authority. 
The  principal  caufe  of  this  cxclu- 
fion  w.  s,  that  as  the  burghers  were 
not  obliged,  by  the  nature  of  their 
tenures,  to  march  againft  the  ene- 
my, but  wcie  only  under  the  ne- 
celfity  ef  turuifliing  arms  and  wag- 
gons for  the  ure  of  the  army  ;  they 
incurred,  therefore,  the  contempt 
of  the  warlike  gentry,  who,  in  the 
t:  ue  fpirit  of  feudal  arrogance,  con- 
lidcred  all  occupations,  but  that  cf 
w.ir,  as  beneath  a  trceman,  and  .11 
perlons,  not  bound  to  militaiy  fct- 
vic  s,  as  unqualified  for  the  adinj- 
r.-t>ratijn  of  public  afiairs. 
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•*  The  burghers,  however,  ftill  belong  to  the  native  Poles :  they 

enjoy  a  conliderable  portion  ot  free-  poflels  more  cattle,  pay  their  quit- 

dom,  and  poflefs  the  following  im-  rents  to  their  lords  with  greater  ex- 

munities  :  they  elect  their  own  bur-  a&nefs;  and,  when  con  pared  with 

gomaftcr  and  council;  they  regulate  the  others,  are  cleaner  and  ueater 

their  interior  police,  and  have  their  in  their  perfons. 

own   criminal   courts  of  juftice,  44  2.  The  flivery  of  the  Polifh 

which  decide  without  appeal.    A  peafants  is  very  ancient,  and  was 

burgher,  when  plaintiff  againft  a  always  extremely  rigorous.  Until 

noble,  is  obliged  to  carry  the  caufe  the  time  of  C»li:nir  the  Groat,  the 

into  the  courts  of  julVice  belonging  lord  could  put  hi  peafant  to  death 

to  the  nobles,  where  the  judgment  with  impunity,  and,  when  the  lat- 

is  final :  when  defendant,  he  muft  ter  had  no  children,  confidered  hirn- 

be  cited  before  the  magistrates  of  his  felf  as  the  heir,  and  leizcJ  all  his 

own  town,  from  whence  an  appeal  effects.    In  1 347  Calimir  prcfci  ibed 

lies  only  to  the  king  in  the  n{Tclfori<d  a  fine  for  the  murder  of  a  peafant, 

tribunal.    To  this  exemption  from  and  cnadted,  that,  in  cafe  of  his 

the  jurifdiclion  of  the  nobles,  though  deceafe  without  iflue,  his  next  heir 

only  in  one  fpecies  of  caufes,  the  fliould  inherit.     The  fame  fove- 

burghers  owe  whatever  degree  of  reign  alfo  decreed,  that  a  peafant 

independence  they  ftill  retain ;  as  was  capable  of  bearing  arms  as  a 

without  this  immunity  they  would  foldier,  and  that  therefore  he  ought 

long  ago  have  been  reduced  to  a  to  be  coniidered  as  a  free  man.  But 

flare  of  vaflalaga.  thefc  and   other    regulations,  by 

44  IV.  The  peafants  in  Poland,  which  that  amiable  monarch  endea- 
as  in  all  feudal  governments,  are  voured  to  alleviate  the  miferics  of 
fcrfs  or  flaves  ;  and  the  value  of  an  the  vaflids,  have  proved  ineffectual 
eftate  is  not  eftimatcd  fo  much  from  again  ft  the  power  .md  tyranny  of 
its  extent,  as  from  the  number  of  the  nobles,  and  hive  been  cither 
i's  peafants,  who  are  tramferred  abrogated  or  cluJed.  Th.it  law, 
from  one  matter  to  another  like  lb  which  gives  the  property  of  a  pea- 
many  head  of  cattle.  fant  dying  without  illue  to  the  next 

•4  The  peafants,  however,  are  of  kin,  was  inllantly  rendered  nu- 

not  all  in  an  equal  llate  of  fubjec-  gatory  by  an  old  Po'.ilh  maxim, 

tion  :  they  are  diftinguilhed  into  two  44  That  no  Have  can  carry  on  any 

fons  }  1.  German;  2.  Natives.  procefs  againft  his   matter;"  and 

**  Duriug  the  reign  of  Bolcflaus  even  the  fine  for  his  murder  was 

the  C'halle,  and  more  particularly  fcldom  levied,  on  account  of  the 

in  that  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  many  numerous  difficulties  which  attend 

Germans  fettled  in  Poland,  who  the  conviction  or  a  noble  for  thi*  or 

were  '  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  the  any  other  enormity.     So  far  indeed 

German  laws ;  and  their  defcendants  from  being  incline.!  to  (often  the 

ilill  continue  to  enjoy  feveral  pri-  fervitudc  of  their  valTals,  the  nobles 

vilrges  not  pofleflcd  hy  the  gene-  have  afiertained  and  ertiMifhed  it 

rality  of  Pnlifh  peafanrs.  The  good  by  repeated  and  politivc  ordinances, 

effefts  of  thefe  privileges  are  very  An  able  Polilli  writer,  in  a  bene- 

viliblc  in  the  general  ilatc  of  their  volent  trcutile  addretTed  to  the  elun- 

domeflic  ceconomy :  their  villages  cellor  Zamoifki,  obferves,  that  in 

are  better  built,   and  their  fields  the  tiatutcs  of  Poland  there  are  abv>\c 

fccrtrr  cultivated,  tlkau  thofo  vvhUh  one  hundred  laws  unfavourable  to 
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the  peafants,  which,  among  other  peafant  was  a  capital  crime  ;  yet,  at 

grievances   erect  luminary   tribu-  the  law  in  quettion  requires  fuch  an 

ha!s  fubject  ro  no  appeals,  and  im«  accumulation  of  evidence  as  is  !cl- 

pofe  the  fevcrert  penalties  upon  thofe  dom  to  be  obtained,  it  has  more 

who   quit   their   villages  without  the  appearance  of  protection  than 

leave.    From  rhefe  numerous  and  the  rtaiity, 

rigorous  cdi«fts  to  prevent  the  elope-  «»  How  deplorable  mud  be  the 

tnent  of  the  peafants,  the  fame  hu-  fhte  of  that  country,  when  a  law  of 

mane  author  juftly  infers  the  ex-  that  nature  was  thought  rcquifire  to 

trcrae  wretchednefs  of  this  opprclTcd  be  snarled,  yet  is  lound  mcr.p  .b'.c 

elds  of  men,  who  cannot  be  de-  or  being  cnioi"Cv..  The  gentraltry, 

tamed  in  the  place  of  their  nativity  indeed,  of  the  Poiiftl  n  »bles  arc  n>)t 

bot  by  the  terror  of  the  levereft  pu-  inclined  ei  her  to  :\\ub:  fli  or  give 

niihin<*nt.  efficacy  to  any  regulations  in  favour 

44  The  native  peafants  may  be  ot  t  >e  peafants,  whom  tncy  fc.-cc- 

divided  into  two  f.nts:  \.  Peal  ants  ly  conin.ci  as  entitled  to  tlic  com- 

of  the  crown  ;  2.  Peafants  belong-  mon  rights  «>f  humanity.    A  few 

ing  to  individuals.  noble',    however,    ot  benevolent 

41  1.  PealVnts  of  the  crown  are  he.irts  and  enlightened  understand- 

thofe  who  .«re  fur  led  in  the  great  ing«,    h.ive   acted   upon  didcieot 

fiefs  of  the  kin^d  >mt  or  in  the  royal  principles,  and  have  ventured  upon 

de  nel'nes,  and  arc  under  the  jurif-  the  expedient  of  giving  liberty  to 

dictions  of  the  tfarofrs.     It  the  their  vaflai>.    The  event  has  fho.v- 

crown-peaCmts  are   opprefled   by  ed  this  project  to  be  no  lefs  judicious 

thefe  judges,   they  may  lodge  a  th.m  humane,  no  lefs  friendly  to 

/complaint  in  the  royal  courts  of  their  own  inten  Its  than  to  the  hap- 

juftiie;  and,  fhould  the  ftarort  en-  pinefs  of  their  peafants:  for  it  ap- 

deavour  to  oblbyct  the  procefs,  the  pears  that  in  the  diilricts,  in  which 

Jcing  can  order  the  chancellor  to  the  new  arrangement  has  been  in- 

jfluc  a  fafe-conduct,  by  which  he  troduccJ,   the  population  of  their 

takes  the  injured  perfon  under  his  villages  is   conliderahly  increded, 

protection  :  and  although  in  moft  and  the  revenues  of  the  r  cuates 

jcafes  the  corrupt  adtniuiftration  of  augmented  in  a  triple  proportion. 

Juftice,  and  the  fupcrior  influence  44  The  firft  noble  who  granted 

of  the  ftarofts,  preveut  a  complain-  freedom  to  his  pcaf.mts  was  Zamot- 

ant  from  obtaining  any  effectual  re-  lk;,  formerly  great  chancellor,  who 

drefs  even  in  the  king's  courts  ;  yet,  in  176  ,  enfranchifed  fix  villages  in 

the  very  poflib.Jity  of  procuring  re-  the  palatinate  of  Mafovia.  Thefc 

jicf  is  fome  check  to  injuftice^  and  villages  were,  in  1777,  vilitcd  by 

ibme  alleviation  of  diflrefs.  the  author  of  the  I'atrotic  Letters, 

44  2.  Peafants  bcloi  g'ng  to  indi-  from  whom  I  received  the  following 

yiduals  are  at  the  ablolutc  difpofal  information  :  On  infpecling  the  pa- 

of  their  maftcr,  and  have  fcarccly  rifti-regiiters  of  births  from  1  50  to 

any  pofuive  fecurity,    cither  for  1760,  that  is,  during  the  ten  ycjrs 

their  properties  or  their  lives.  Until  of  flavery  immediately  preceding 

1768  the  ftatutes  of  Poland  only  their  enfrancbifemenr,  he  found  the 

exacted  a  fine  from  a  lord  who  kill-  number  of  births  4^4  ;  in  the  firt* 

pd  his  (lave;  but  in  that  year  a  de-  ten  years  of  their  freedom,  from 

crce  patTcd,  th;,t  the  murder  of  a  1760  to  1 77P,  620  ;  and  from  1770 
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to  the  beginning  of  1777,  585 
births.  By  thefc  extracts  it  appear- 
ed that 

"  During  the  firQA 
period  there  were  only  I 

43  birth*  \  each  year, 
fecood  period  62  1 
third  period  -7  J 
If  we  luppofe  an  improvement  of 
this  furt  to  take  pl.«ce  throughout 
the  kingdom,  how  great  would  be 
the  incrcafe  of  national  population  1 

"  The  revenues  of  the  fix  vil- 
lages, iince  their  enfranchifement, 
j»aye  beeu  augmented  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  their  popu- 
lation. Jn  their  ftate  of  vailalage 
Zamoiflci  was  obliged,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Poland,  to  build  cot- 
tages and  barns  for  his  peafants,  and 
to  furnifli  them  with  feed,  horfes, 
ploughs,  and  every  implement  of 
agriculture  :  iince  their  attainment 
of  liberty  they  are  become  fo  eafy 
in  their  circumilances,  as  to  provide 
themfelves  with  all  ihele  neceuarics 
at  their  own  ex  pence  ;  and  they 
likewile  cheerfuliy  pay  an  annual 
rent,  in  lieu  of  the  manual  labour, 
which  their  matter  formerly  exacted 
from  them.  By  ihele  means  the 
receipts  of  this  particular  eftate  have 
been  nearly  tripled. 

**  Upon  figning  the  deed  of  en- 
franchisement of  the  fix  villages, 
their  benevolent  mailer  intinatcd 
fome  apprehcnfions  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, left,  ci;cour:iged  by  tiuir 
freedom,  they  (hou'id  tall  into  every 
fpecies  of  liccnt.oufncfs,  and  com- 
mit more  disorders  than  when  they 
were  flayes.  The  jimplicity  and 
good  fenfe  of  their  aniwer  is  re- 
matkablc.  "  When  we  h.td  no  other 
property^'  returned  they,  "  than 
the  Hick  which  we  hold  in  our  hand}-, 
we  were  delVirute  of  all  encourage- 
ment to  a  right  conduct  ;  and,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  lole,  atfeed  oji  all 

occafions  in  an  incooGdcratc  man- 

■  i  ... 


ner :  but  as  foon  as  our  houfes,  our 
lands,  and  our  catilc,  are  our  own, 
the  fear  or  forfeiting  them  wilt  be  a 
conftant  rellraint  upon  our  actions.** 
The  finceriry  of  this  aflertion  was 
manifcflcd  by  the  event.  While 
they  were  in  a  date  of  fervitudc^ 
Zamoiiki  was  occafionally  obliged 
to  pay  fines  for  diforders  committed 
by  his  ptafant?,  who,  in  a  ibte  of 
drunkennefs,  would  attack  and 
fometimcs  kill  paflengers :  liuce 
their  freedom  he  ha>  leldom  re- 
ceived any  complaints  of  this  fort 
a  gain  ft  them.  Thtfc  citcumlrances 
decifively  confute  the  ill-grounded 
furmilcs  entertained  by  m.<ny  Pole*, 
that  their  fallals  arc  too  licentious 
and  ungovernable  not  to  make  an 
ill  ufe  of  freedom.  Zamoiiki, 
pleafed  with  the  thriving  ftate  of 
the  Ax  villages,  has  en  franc  hifed  the 
peafants  on  all  his  efLtes. 

"  The  example  of  Zamoiiki  has 
been  followed  by  Chreptowiu,  vice- 
chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  the 
abbe  Bryzotowlki,  with  fimilar  fuc- 
cefs.  1  was  informed  by  a  pcrfbn 
who  had  vifited  the  abbe's  ellate  at 
Pawlowo  near  Vthia,  that  the  hap- 
py countenance  and  comfortable  air 
of  thele  peafants  made  them  appear 
a  different  race  of  men  from  the 
wretched  tenants  of  the  neighbour- 
ing villages.  The  pea'.m  s,  pene- 
trated with  a  etiiV  or  their  motet's 
kiudnefs,  have  creeled,  at  their  own 
ex|)en<e  a  pillar  with  an  infeription 
ex  pu  Hive  of  their  gratitude  and  af- 
fection. 

"  prince  Staniflaus,  nephew  to 
the  king  of  Poland,  has  warmly  pa- 
tronized the  j>lan  of  giving  liberty 
to  the  peafants.  His  own  good  fenfe 
and  natural  humanity,  improved 
during  his  tefidence  in  England  by 
a  view  of  thar  equal  liberty  which 
pervades  every  rank  ot  men,  have 
railed  him  above  the  prejudices  too 
prevalent  among  his  countrymen  ; 
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lie  has  enfranchifed  four  villages  not  are  once  rendered  free  :  but  this  at- 

fcr  from  Warfaw,  in  wh  ch  he  has  tempi  is  of  lb  delicate  a  nature,  that 

»or  only  emancipated  the  peafunts  it  mul}  be  introduced  with  great 

from  their  ilavcry,  but  c^cn  con-  caution,  andean  only  be  the  work 

det'eeuds  to  direct  their  affair*.    I  of  time. 

tad  the  honour  of  holding  fcvtr.il  '*  V.  In  giving  an  account  of  the 

converfatir n ;  with  him  upon  this  different  claifcs  of  men  who  inhabit 

iubjecr.   He  explained  ro  me  in  the  th  s  country,  I  ought  not  to  omit 

mofl  fatisfactory  manner,  that  the  the  Jews,  as  they  form  no  i  neon  ft  - 

grant  of  freedom  was  no  lef's  advan-  dcrablc  part  of  its  prefent  inhabt- 

tagcotxs  to  the  lord  than  to  the  pea-  tanrs.    This  people  date  their  intro- 

fent,  provided  the  former  is  willing  ducrion  into  Poland  about  the  time 

to  fuperintend  their  conduct  for  a  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  and  as  they 

few  years,  and  to  put  them  in  a  enjoy  privileges  which  they  fcarceiy 

uray  of  acting  fcr  themftlvcs  ;  for  pollefs  in  any  other  country  except- 

ftich  ts  the  ignorance  of  the  gene-  ing  England  and  Holland,  their 

rality  among  the  boors,  ari ling  I rom  numbers  have  furprizingly  increaf- 

trte  abject  fhvery  in  which  they  arc  ed.    Lcngnieh,  whom  I  have  often 

lield,  and  fo  little  have  they 'been  quoted,  fays  of  them,   that  they 

irfuaJly  left  to  their  own  difciction,  '*  monopolize  the  commerce  and 

that  few  at  firft  are  equal  to  the  trade  of  the  country,  keep  the  inns 

yropcr   management   of"    a  farm,  and  taverns,  are  Itcwards  to  the  no* 

From  a  conviction  of  thefe  f.  ch,  biiity  ;  in  (hort,  they  feem  to  have 

the  prince,   whole  knowledge  .«nd  fo  much  influence,   that  nothing 

benevolence   I    (hall  ever  revere,  can  be  bought  or  fold  without  the 

continues  his  attention  to  their  con-  intervention   of  a  Jew."  Under 

cerns  :  he  vifits  their  cottages,  fug-  John  S.>bic(ki  they  were  fo  highly 

gefb  improvements  in  agriculture,  favoured,    that  his  adtniniirration 

mflructs  them  in  the  mode  of  reai-  was    invidioufly   called    a  Jenviih 

ing  cattle  and  bee?-,  ami  points  out  junto:  he  farmed  to  the  Jews  the 

the  errors   into  which   ignorance  royal  (femefnes  and  put  fuch  con- 

and  incapacity  cccahonully  betray  fklcnce  in  them  as  railed  great  dif- 

them.  contents  among  the  nobility.  Af- 

**  The  example  of  this  prince,  tcr  his  death,  an  antient  law  of  i>i- 

grertt  by  his  rank,  but  ftill  greater  gifmond  I.  was  revived  and  infentd 

by  his  humanity,  can  Icarcely  fail  of  in  the  Pa*ta  Conventa  ol  Augullcs 

producing  its  due  cSccr,  clptcially  II.  that  no  lew  or  perfen  of  low 

as  he  intends  giving  to  the  public  birth  (houlJ  be  capable  of  fanning 

his  arrangements  and  irgulitirns,  the  myal  revenues, 

and  will  lln.w  how  much  he  has  in-  44  la  fome  towns,  as  at  Cafimir, 

crea fed  hi<  e flats  and  the  happ'-nefs  Pofen,  &:e.  the  Jews  arc  permitted 

©f  his  peafants.     Still,   however,  tofctilc:  but  in  otner  places  they 

the  condition  of  'hele  pcalanrs  is  arc  only  allowed  ro  reiide  during 

not  penrancnt ;  for  though  a  lord  the  time  of  furs,  or  when  the  diet- 

grmts  their  freedom,  yet  he  cannot  ir.es  are  aflcmbicd  ;   hut  the  laws 

entail  it  upon  them,  aj  hi*  fuccclTor  are  feMom  put  in  force  agalnlt  then-, 

maj'  again  leiluce  thcrn  :o  their  ori-  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  probah'* 

ginal  date  of  vnrlalage.    It  is,  how-  account  of  their  number,  but  1  tound 

ever,  in  ngitasion  to  feci  ire  the  prr-  this  to  be  no  eafv  matter,  although 

pctuity  of  th:ir  liberty,  when  they  .  H  Je.v?.  as  well  rnal?  as  fema/r, 
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pay  an  annual  poll  tax,  and  there- 
fore muft  be  regiitcred.  Accord- 
ing to  the  laft  capitation  there  were 
166,87 1  Jews  in  Poland,  exclusively 
of  Lithuania,  who  paid  that  tax : 
but  this  cannot  be  their  full  com- 
plement* as  it  is  their  i  were  ft  to  di- 
tnintih  their  number ;  and  it  is  a 
well-known  ta&,  that  they  conceal 
their  children  as  much  as  potfcblc. 
Perhaps  the  following  calculations 
wilt  aflift  us  in  this  rcfearch.  Of 
1,580,796  inhabitants  in  Auftrian 
Poland,  144,200,  or  about  an 
eighteenth,  were  Jews.  The  eigh- 
teenth of  the  prefent  population  of 
Poland  will  give  near  500,000  :  al- 
lowing therefore,  for  omiifions  in 
the  capitation,  as  well  as  for  thofe 
who  migrared  into  Poland  from  the 
Ruffian  difmembcrcd  province,  we 
may  fairly  cftimate  the  number  of 
Jews  at  too, 000. 

44  Before  the  late  partition  Po- 
land contained  about  1 4,000,0^0  of 
inhabitants*  As  far  as  I  could  col- 
let! from  various  conventions  with 
feveral  intelligent  Poles,  its  prefent 
population  amounts  to  9,000,000. 

44  While  I  am  giving  my  princi- 
pal attention  to  the  hiftory  and  con- 
ilitution  of  Poland,  I  cannot  but 
remark,  that  the  feudal  laws  for- 
merly Co  univerfal,  and  of  which 
fomc  traces  are  fliil  to  be  difcovcred 


in  mod  countries,  have  been  gra- 
dually aboiifucd  in  other  nations, 
and  given  pUcc  to  a  more  regular 
and  jutt  adtniniftration  ;  yet  in  Po- 
land a  variety  of  circumftances  has 
concurred  to  prevent  the  abolition 
of  thofe  laws  and  to  preferve  that 
mixture  of  liberty  and  oppreffian, 
order  and  anaraiv,  which  fo  ftrong- 
ly  characterized  the  feudal  govera- 
mcnt.  We  may  calily  trace  in  this 
constitution  all  the  linking  features 
of  that  fyltcm.  The  principal  are, 
an  elective  monarchy  with  a  circum- 
fcribed  power ;  the  great  officers 
of  (late  pofletimg  their  charges  tor 
life,  and  independently  of  the  king's 
authority  ;  royal  fiefs  ;  the  great 
nobility  above  controul  ;  the  nobles 
or  gentry  alone  free  and  poffcirmg 
lands ;  feudal  tenures,  military  fcr- 
vicrs,  territorial  jurifdiel  on  ;  ojuj- 
mercc  degrading  ;  opprelTed  condi- 
tion of  the  burphers;  vailalai-e  <A 
the  pea  fonts.  In  the  courfe  ot  this 
book  I  have  had  occafion  to  m;:lte 
mention  of  molt  of  thefe  evils  as 
ftill  cxift  ne  in  Poland,  and  tber 
may  be  confide  red  as  the  radical 
caufci  of  its  decline  ;  f  r  they  have 
prevented  the  Pules  from  adontin« 
thofe  more  itablc  rcguhtions,  which, 
tend  to  introduce  order  and  good 
government,  10  augment  commerce, 
and  to  increafe  population." 


DESCRIPTION  of  the  SHEPHERD'S  LIFE  and  MANNERS  of 
'  ,rthe   Inhabitants  of  SANENLAND,  in  the  Canton  of  BERNE, 
^nZEKL^ND. 

[From  the  Obfervations  on  the  Prrfrnr  State  of  Denmark,  Ruflia,  and 

Switzerland.] 

M  HE  (hepherd's  life,  in  Sa-  year  eoch  familv  changes  its  habi- 
!  nrnland,  may  be  fa'd  to  tation  ;  and  every  week  rrne  meets 
hold  a  middle  rank,  between  that  of  the  father  of  bis  houfehold,  with 
cultivators  and  w^ndeiing  Tartars,  his  wife  and  children,  and,  precrd- 
or  Arabians.    Five  or  fix  times  a-    ing  them,  herd',  a  chcel'c,  kettle. 
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andfome  wooden  utenfils  travelling   by  her  fide,  walks  the  matter  of  the 
like  an  ancient  patriarch  in  fearch   family.    Then  follow  his  attend- 
ed a  new  residence,  ants,  with  the  reft  of  the  flocks*, 
44  In  no  country,  I  believe,  are   Shepherds  and  cattle  are  all  bedeck* 
to  be  iecn  fo  many  cots  and  houfes.   ed  with  garlands  of  flowers ;  every 
Where  there  are  buildings  erected   nan  rr  founds  with  the  jingling  of 
for  the  cows,  every  man,  in  mode-   bells,  lowing  of  cows,  and  cheerful 
rate  circumftances,  prides  himfelf  on   nores  of  the  herdfmeo.    The  fmall- 
baving  a  houfe  aparf;  and  fc  ircely  er  flocks  follow  after,  and  then  the 
any  of  the  meadows,  as  their  pro-  wife  and  children  clofe  the  proccf- 
duct  is  generally  conlumed  in  it,  is   fion.    Towards  the  end  of  Auguft, 
without  both,  or  at  lealt  one,  of   they   again    defcend  towards  the 
tbefe  wooden  dwellings.    The  hay   lower  part*,  pafturc  the  lift  grafs  in 
occupies  the  upper  part,  and  the   the  vallies,  fouietiraes  return  again 
cattle  the  lower;  and  to  guard  a-   to  the  mountain  fide  to  confumetht 
gainft  the  fatal  effects  of  a  fudden    remains  of  fodder ;  and,   at  laft,' 
inundation,  they  are  all  made  to   retire  to  their  warm  retreats  in  the 
take  to  pieces,  and  each  beam  and   vale,  to  wait  the  return  of  fpring, 
plank  numbered  according  to  its   and  the  fame  circle  of  pleafure. 
particularpl  .ee.  44  But  this  innocent  and  happy 
44  The  meadows,  in  fomc  of  the  (hepherd's  life  favours  no  in  ven- 
tral lie? ,  are  fometimcs  twice  mowed,   rion  ;  the  wants  which  the  pa  (firms 
and  then  fed.    In  others,  patticu-   and  riches  of  mankind  have  created, 
larly  that  of  Giettaz,  fomc  are  has  been  ever  the  mother  of  arts  t 
snowed,  and  others  only  paftured.  and  the  extended  focieties  of  roes 
The  mountain  herbage  tor  the  cat-  have  favoured  the  difcoveries  and 
tie  continues  ten  or  twenty  weeks,   refearches   of   genius.  Solitude, 
according  to  its  height  and  htuntion.   and  a  fimilar  mode  of  living,  ferve 
On  thofe  pans  that  are  too  fteep  for  to  perpetuate  the  fame  cuftoms  and 
the  accefs  of  their  flocks,  they  cut   manners  in  a  continued  fcries  of 
the  grafs,  and  leave  the  hay  bound  happinefs.    And,  perhaps,'  we  may 
together  in  different  bundles,  till  confidcr  this  race  of  men,  as  left 
the  beginning  of  the  fnow  feafon.  on  the  earth  to  fupport  the  dignity 
The  fhepherd  then  faflens  a  long  of  our  nature,  and  now  and  then 
pole  under  one  heap,  to  prevent  its   at  times  to  correct,  and  rule  oven 
rolling  over,  fcts  himfelf  on  the   an  enervated  and  degenerated  race 
top  of  it,  and  in  a  moment  (tides  to  of  beings. 

the  bottom,  with  the  reit  piled  on  a  44  The  cultivation  of  meadow  land 
fledge,  that  he  thus  accompanies,  js  not  known  here;  the  earth  is  never 
and  to  which  he  gives  direction.  .  ditlurbcd,  and  a  thoufand  preju- 
44  When  their  winter  forage  is  dices  combat  againft  this  profitable 
finiihed,  they  betake  thcmfclvcs  to  and  ufetul  piece  of  labour.  The 
the  lowcft  parts  of  the  mountains,  maifhy  grounds  are  never  drained, 
and  having  there  conlumed  all  their  and  one  frequently  finds  itagnated 
flock,  proceed  with  their  flocks  to-  water  on  the  fides  of  (lopes  and  de- 
wards  the  fummits.  Their  march  divines.  To  the  management  of 
begins  with  the  molt  pieafing  fo-  the  water,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
lemnity.  Firft  goes  the  inoft  beau-  carrying  it  over  the  grounds,  they 
tiful  cow  of  the  herd,  priding  her-  are  no  li  ranger  a ;  but  with  the  pro- 
fclf  in  a  magnificent  collar  and  bell ;   per  preparation  of  the  land,  the 

mode 
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tnode  of  draining,  and  the  mod       "  The  Alpine  bean  is  delicious, 

ufeful  parts  of  this  curious  and  in*  and,  perhaps,  the  pi  nt  that  may 

terefting  detail,  they  are  totally  un-  be  called  here  the  molt  profitable. 

acq  tainted.    The  tirft  and  general  It  is  ground  into  flour,  of  which 

pro<efs  of  thefe  operations  is  fa-  fhey  make  brtaJ;  its  leaves  ferve 

miliar  likewise  to  the  Venetians,  to  feed  the  (beep,  and  its  ftalk  is 

and  the  plains  of  Lombard y  ;  but  ufed  to  litter  their  ftables. 

it   is  in  Argau  and  l£m:venthal       "  bincc  the  introduction  of  the 

alone,  where  the  li'inians  fecm  to  commerce  of  cheefe,  the  cultiva- 

havc  "brought  the  lyftcm  to  uerfee-  tion  of  corn  has  been  yearly  de- 

tion.    Here   nothing   is  omitted  ;  creating ;   and  now  there  is  not  a 

the  proper  time   for  overflowing,  plough  to  be  found  in  the  country. 

the  fituation  of  the  land,  the  nature  Hcie   and  there  lit-.le  patches  of 

of  the  water  and  foil,  and  the  (pan-  ground  are  fo-.vn  with  hemp  and 

tity  of  moilture  proportion. d  to  it  flax,  and  others  with  wheat  and  bar-  < 

accordingly,  the  nixture  ol  fuit-  ley.    The   land   is  once  dunged, 

able  manure  to  enrich  their  quali-  then  turned  up  with  a  fp.ide,  and 

tics,  with  various  other  particulars,  frequently    produces    an  incrcafe 

are  the  happy  fruits  of  long  atten-  from  fix  to  twelve,  in  wheat;  and 

tion  and  labour.  in  barley,  from  eight  to  twenty: 

44  The  people  of  Sanm  content  oats  and  rye  are  quire  unknown ; 

themfclvcs  with  dunging  their  mta-  and  eveu  the  fmall  quantity  of  torn 

dows  in  the  winter,  which  they  lay  that  is  lowed,  is  owing  to  the  wanf 

on  without  any  proportion  ;  and  by  of  ftraw  for  their  beds, 
ftbfcrving  no  fixed  rules  about  their       44  Whilft  the  inacceflible  recedes 

watering,  fome   meadows   remain  of  their  mountains  fecmed  to  cut  off 

too  dry,  while  others  are  totally  all  communication  with  the  reft  of 

drow  ned,  and  the  land  is  deprived  mankind,  the  hoarding  up  of  their 

of  half  its  produce.  cheefc  was,  among  them,  the  only 

44  Ml  forts  of  greens  come  here  fign  of  wealth  and  riches.    I#  re- 

a  fortnight,  fometimes  a   month,  ceived  one  in  a  prefenr,  made  in 

later  than  elfcwhere  ;  but  they  have  1643,  but  it  was  hard  and  taftclcfs  as 

generally  more  tafte.    In  the  very  a  flick.    Wheat  bread  was  feldom 

cold  vallies,  where,  in  the  month  baked;  and  that  of  the  country  was 

of  April,  the  fnow  continues  fome  a  thick  dry  barley  cake,  which 

feet  deep,  it  is  not  unufual  to  ftrew  would  keep  the  whole  year  round, 

frc  fli  mould  on  its  fu  rf ace,  which  foon  and  when  lopped  in  the  fir  ft  whey, 

tnclts  it  ;  and,  in  a  little  time,  one  was  conildrred  as  a  delicacy.  'A 

may  fee  various  gardens  cultivated  quantity  of  this  is  even  now  taken 

and  planted  in  the  midft  of  large  by  every  family  to  the  mountains, 
tracts  of  fnow.  44  Hemp  and  flax  thrive  wonder- 

44  Potatoes  were  introduced  here  fully,  though  there  is  feldom  more 

with  much  p.tins,  and  againlt  much  fown  than  is  con  fumed  in  domeftic 

oppolition  ;  thofe  that  grow  on  the  ufes.    The  commerce  of  linen  cloth 

mountains  are  much  preferable  to  is  entirely  negle&ed  ;  and  this  offers 

thofe  of  the  vallies.    It  is  now  a  fuch  various  employment  for  the 

favourite  food  of  the  people  ;  and  poor,  that  1  could  wifh  to  fee  their 

being   tythefrec,    has,   in  many  charity  changed  into  the  price  of 

places,  been  fubfiituted  for  the  ufe  labour,  and  new  fourccs  of  nourifli- 

mi  corn.  ment  opened,  iwflead  of  the  prefertt 

ones 
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ones  exhausted  by  the  repeated  de-  their  happinefs  and  ignorance  in 

mands  of  idleneis,  poverty,  and  others,  check  the  progrefs  of  the 

pilgrimage.  advantages  thefe  people  might  en* 

44  The  cultivation  of  fruit-trees  joy.    For  want  of  fome  regulation 

Is  little  attended  to  ;  and  the  ope*  about  their  woods,  whole  fore  lis  are 

rations  of  the  dairy  feem  to  have  cut,  and  ufed  for  palings,  to  ioclofc 

rendered  them  indifferent  to  all  their  meadows :   thefe.  foon  grow 

others.    Plum,  cherry,  pear  and  rotten  and  ulelcfs  even  for  fuel ;  and 

apple  trees,  are  fcattercd  here  and  they  have  hot  learnt  to  repair  their 

there,  but  are  no  where  collected  lofs,  with  the  rafpberry  and  cur- 

xnto  an  orchard.    Since  a  very  cold  rant  burn,  which,  together  with  the 

winter  that  deftroyed  many  ofthem,  wild  rofe,  every  where  offer  their 

they  have  never  been  replaced  by  impenetrable  brambles, 

new  plants  ;  and  every  part  of  the  **•  Madder  grows  here  wild  and 

couutry  partakes  of  this  prejudicial  high  ;  the  Miagnum  fativum,  and 

neglect.     Their   wood  is  equally  the  Lathyrus  tuberofus,  whofe  root 

lerviceable,  their  lhadc  lefs  hurtful  is  fo  commonly  eat  in  Berlin.  Cloves 

than  that  of  the  fir  j  and  its  neigh-  and  Maftricht  is  very  frequent.  The 

bourhood  affects  no  other  fort  of  Chycorca  intybus,  and  (cabiofa  Al* 

cultivation.  pium,  is  roaftcd  by  a  flow  fire,  and 

44  In  the  German  parts  of  Sa-  then  ground  and  drank  as  coffee, 

nenland,  they  boil  cherries  with  **  If  we  compare,  however,  this 

cloves  and  cinnamon  to  a  degree  of  land  with  other  more  fertile  dif- 

pafte,  which  will  keep  good  for  tricks,  though  it  may  appear  to  be 

thirty  years.    Mixed  with  a  few  far  behind  them  in  culrure  and  po- 

grains  of  muftard  feed,  and  other  pulation,  yet  the  comparifon  will 

fpices,  they  ufe  it  as  a  fwect  muf-  certainly  end  in  its  favour.  Defcns 

tard;  and  beaten  together  with  fpices  have  been  changed  into  meadows, 

and  juniper  berries,  they  allow  it  to  and  rich  pafturcs  have  fucceeded  to 

ferment  in  water,  and  drink  it  as  a  barren  woods.    Laws  do  much,  my 

red  beer.  friend  ;  genius  ft  ill  more  ;  but 

**  But  it  is  difficult  to  fay  how  ncrs  more  than  all."* 
far  nature  in  fome  refpects,  and 


The  MANNER  of  LIFE  of  the  different  INHABITANTS  of 

VIRGINIA. 

[From  Captain  Smyth's  Tour  in  the  United  States  of  America.] 

'  •  i 

•*  -  I       give  an  idea  of  the  mm-    which  is  feldom  more  than  fifty 

J.     per  in  which  a  white  man  vards  from  his  houfc^;  he  returns  to 

fpend*  his  time  in  this  country,  a  breakfafr,  between  nine  and  ten, 

defcriptlon  is  necefiary  of  each  de-  which  is  generally  tea  or  coffee, 

gree  in  life.  biead  and  butter,   and  very  thin 

•4  The  gentleman  of  fortune  rifes  flices  of  venifon  ham,  or  hung  beef. 

about   nine  o'clock  :   he  perhaps  He  then  lies  down  on  a  pallat,  on 

may  make  an  excurfion  to  walk  as  the  floor,  in  \h?  coolrti  room  in  the 

tar  a*  his  (tables  to  fee  his  Iicifcs,  houfe,  in  his  flntt  and  (rotifers  only, 

4  with 
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with  a,ne°ro  at  his  head,  and  an-  wh.ch    lafl,    however,    is  fcldori 
other  at  his  feet,  to  fan  him,  ana1  tailed  but  by  the  women.  The  reft 
Veep  off  the  flies.    Between  twelve  or  the  day  he  fpends  much  in  the 
and  one  he  ta!;':s  a  draught  of  bom*  fame  manner  before  defcribed  in  a 
bo,  or  toddy,  a  liquor  composed  of  man  of  the  firll  rank  ;  only  cyder 
water,  fugar,  rum,   and  numv  g,  tupplics  the  place  or  wine  at  dinr 
which  is  m  ide  weak,  and  kept  cool :  ncr,  aod  he  eats  no  fupper;  they 
he  dines  be  wet n  two  and  three,  never  even  think  of  it.    The  wp- 
and  at  ev^ry  tabic,  whatever  clfe  men  very  fcidon  drink  tea  in  the 
there  may  be,  a  ham  and  greens  or  afternoon  ;  the  men  never, 
cabbage,  i*  alw.ty*  1  binding  didi  ;  The  prior  negro  ihves  alone 
at  dinner  he  drinks  Cyder,  toddy,  work  hard,  and  fa,c  llill  harder.  It 
punch,  port,  clarer,  and  madfira,  is  aftoniihing,  and  unaccountable  to 
which  is  generally  excellent  here,  conceive  what  an  ^mazing  decree 
Having  drank  fome  few  glaffcs  of  of  fa'igue  thefe  poor,  but  happy, 
wine  arttr  dinner,  he  returns  to  his  wretches  do  undergo,  and  can  lup- 
pallat,  with  his  two  blacks  to  fan  port.    He  is  called  up  in  the  morn* 
him,  and  continues  to  drink  toddy,  ing  at  day-break,,  and  is  fcldom  al« 
or  fangarec,  all  the  afternoon  :  he  lowed  time  enough  to  fwallow  three 
docs  not  always  drink  tea  :  between  mouthful*  of  hornroiny,  or  hoe* 
nine  and  ten  in  the  evening,  he  eats  cake,  but  is  driven  out  immediately 
a  light  fupper  of  milk  and  fruit,  or  to  the  field  to  hard  labour  ;  at  which 
wine,  iugar,  and  fruit,  &c.   and  he  continues,  without  intermilfioo, 
almoft  immediately  retires  to  bed,  until  noon  j  and  it  is  obferved,  as  a 
for  the  night;  in  which,  if  it  be  fingular  circumftance,  that  they  al- 
not  furnilhcd  with  mufketoc  cur-  ways  carry  out  a  piece  of  fire  with 
tains,  he  is  generally  fo  molefted  them,  and  kindle  one  jull  by  their 
with  the  hear,  and  harrafll-d  and  work,  let  the  weather  be  ever  fo 
tormented  with  thofe  pernicious  in-  hot  and  fultry.    About  noon  is  the 
feels  the  mufketocs,  that  he  receives  time  he  eats  his  dinner,  and  he  it 
very  little  rcfrelhment  from  deep.  feldoin  allowed  an  hour  for  that 
**  This  is  his  general  way  of  liv-  purpofe.    His  meal  con  fifts  of  hom- 
ing in  his  family,  when  he  has  no  miny  and  fair,  and,  if  his  matter 
company.    No  doubt  many  differ  be  a  man  of  humanity,  he  has  a 
from  it,  fome  in  one  refpccl,  fome  little  fat,  (kimmed  milk,  rufly  ba- 
in another  ;  but  more  follow  it  than  con,  or  fait  herring  to  relilh  hia 
do  not.  homminy,  or  hoe-cake,  which  kind 
'*  The  lower,  and  many  of  the  mailers  allow  their  ilaves  twice  a 
middling  claflcs,    live  very  differ-  week  :  but  the  number  of  thofe,  ic 
cntly.    A  man  in  this  line  rifes  in  is  much  to  fte  lamented,  »re  very 
the  fnornipg  about  fjx  o'clock  ;  he  few ;   for  the  poor  (lave  generally1 
then  drinks  a  julap,  m.idc  of  nun,  fares    the  worle  for  his   mailer  a 
waicr,  and  fugar,  but  very  ftrong  ;  richcB,  which  conlifting  of  land  and 
then  he  walks,  or  more  generally  negroes,    their    numbers  increafe 
rides,  round  his  plantation,  views  their  hardihips,  and  di minim  their 
all  his  (lock,  and  all  his  crop,  break-  value  to  the  proprietor  ;  the  expence 
faffs  about  ten  o'clock,  on  cold  tur-  precluding  an  extenfion  of  induK 
key,  cold  meat,  fried  homminy,  gence  and  liberality, 
toaff  and  cyder,  ham,  bread,  and       '*  They  then  return  to  ft-ven-  'a- 
buticr,  tea,   coffee,  or  chocolate,  bour,  which  continues  in  the  field 
1784.                                         F  until 
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until  dufk  in  the  evCnintr,  when 
they  repair  to  the  tobaccohoufes, 
where  each  has  his  talk  in  Gripping 
allotted  him,  that  employs  him  for 
fomc  hours.  If  it  be  found,  next 
morning,  that  he  has  neglected, 
flighted,  or  not  performed  his  la- 
bour, he  is  tied  up,  and  receives  a 
number  of  laihes,  on  his  bare  back, 
moft  feverely  inflicted,  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  thofe  unfeeling  fons  of 
barbarity,  the  overfcers,  who  arc 
permitted  to  exercife  an  unlimited 
dominion  over  them. 

44  It  is  larc  at  nifht  before  he 
returns  to  his  fecond  fcanty  meal, 
and  even  the  time  taken  up  at  it 
encroaches  upon  his  hours  of  fleep, 
which,  altogether,  do  never  exceed 
eight  in  number  for  eating  and  rc- 
pofe. 

44  But  inftead  of  retiring  to  reft, 
as  might  mturally  be  concluded  he 
would  be  glad  to  do,  he  generally 
fets  out  from  home,  and  walks  fix 
or  feven  miles  in  the  nighr,  be  the 
weather  ever  fo  fultry,  tp  a  negroe 
dance,  in  which  he  performs  with 
aftonifliing  agility,  and  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions,  keeping  time 
and  cadence,  moft  exactly,  with 
the  mulic  of  a  banjor  (a  large  hol- 
low inllrument  with  three  firings) , 
and  a  quaqua  (fomcwhat  rcfcmbling 
a  drum),  until  he  exhaufts  him- 
fclf,  and  fcarccly  has  time,  or 
flrcngth,  to  return  home  before  the 
hour  he  is  called  forth  to  toil  uext 
morning. 

**  When  he  flceps,  his  comforts 
arc  equally  miferable  and  limited  ; 
for  he  lies  on  a  bench,  or  on  the 
ground,  with  only  an  old  l'caniy 
lingle  blaukct,  and  not  always  even 
that,  to  ferve  both  for  his  bed  and 
his  covering.  Nor  is  his  clothing 
lefs  niggardly  and  wretched,  being 
nothing  but  a  fhirt  and  troufcrs, 
made  of  coarfe  thin  hard  hempen 
n utf  in  the  fummer,  with  the  addi- 
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tion  of  a  fordid  woollen  jacket, 
breeches,  and  fhoes,  in  the  winter. 

44  The  female  (laves  fare,  labour, 
and  repofe,  juft  in  the  fame  man- 
ner :  even  when  they  breed,  which 
is  generally  every  two  or  three 
years,  they  feldom  lofe  more  than 
a  week's  work  thereby,  either  in  the 
delivery,  or  fuck  ling  the  child. 

**  In  fubmiffion  to  injury  and  in- 
fults,  they  are  likewife  obliged  to 
be  entirely  paffive,  nor  dare  any  of 
them  refill,  or  even  defend  himfelf 
againfl  the  whites,  if  they  mould 
attack  him  without  the  fmalleft  pro- 
vocation ;  for  the  law  directs  a  ne- 
groe's  arm  to  be  flruck  off,  who 
raifes  it  againfl  a  white  pcrfon, 
fhjuld  it  be  onlv  in  his  own  defence, 
againfl  the  moft  wanton  and  wicked 
barbarity  and  outrage. 

"  Yet,  notwith (landing  this  de- 
grading fituation,  and  rigid  feve- 
rity  to  which  fate  has  fubjecled  this 
wretched  race,  they  are  certainly 
devoid  of  care,  and  actually  aj>pear 
jovial,  contented,  and  happy.  For- 
tunately it  is  indeed  for  them,  that 
they  are  blefled  with  this  eafy,  fa- 
tisfied  difpolition  of  mind  ;  elfe  hu- 
man nature,  unequal  to  the  weight, 
muft  fink  under  the  prcflure  of  t'uch 
complicated  miJcry  and  wretchednefs. 

**  Having  had  occalion  more 
than  once  to  mention  homminy, 
hoe-cake,  &c.  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper at  this  time  to  obferve,  thut 
homminy  is  an  American  difh,  m^de 
of  Indian  corn,  freed  f'oro  the 
hufks,  boiled  whole,  alonef  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  a  large  kind  of 
French  beans,  until  it  become*  il- 
moft  a  pulp :  it  is  iu  general 
ufe,  and  to  my  taitc,  very  agree- 
able. Hoe-cake  is  Indian  corn, 
ground  into  meal,  kneaded  into 
dough,  and  baked  on  a  hor,.  broad, 
iron  hot.  This  is  al Co  in  common 
ufe,  and,  to  my  palne,  extremely 
harili  and  unplcafant.'' 

Gene* 


Digitized  by  Google 


(  H  ) 


General  CHARACTER  and  great  HOSPITALITY  of  the  VIR« 

GIN1ANS. 

[From  the  fume  Work.] 

"  r  |  ^HE  Virginians  are  generous,  exact  general  criterion  and  leading 

X    citremely  hofpitable,  and  feature  can  fcarcely  be  afcertatned. 

poiTets  very  liberal  fentiments.  44  However,  they  are  generous, 

**  There  is  a  greater  diftin&ion  friendly,  and  hofpiublc  iu  the  ex- 

fupporred   between   the    different  treme;  but  mixed  with    an  ap- 

cUlfes  of  life  here,  than  perhaps  in  pearance  of  rudenefs,  ferocity,  and 

any  of  the  reft  of  the  colonics  ;  haughtinefs,  which  is  in  fact,  <m\y 

nor  does  that  fpirit  of  equality,  and  a  w,nnt  of  poliHi,  occafioncd  by  their 

levelling  principle,  which  pervades '  deficiences    in    education,   and  in 

the  grciteil  part  of  America,  pre-  knowledge  of  nnnkird,  as  well  as 

vail  to  fuch  an  extent  in  Virginia.  by  their  general  intercom  fe  with 

"  However,  there  appear  to  be  fiaves,  over  whom  they  are  aecuf- 

but  three  degrees  of  rank  amongft  toincd  to  excrcifc  an  harHi  and  ab* 

all  the  inhabitants,  cxclulive  of  the  folutc  command, 

negroes.  44  Many  of  them  poflefs  fortunes 

44  The  firft  confifts  of  gentlemen  fuperior  to  Come  ot  the  firft  rank, 

of  the  heft  families  and  fortunes  in  but  their  families  arc  not  fo  ancient, 

the  colony,   who  are  here  much  nor  rcfpectable ;  a  circumftancc  here 

more  refpeclable  and  numerous  than  held  in  fome  eftimation. 

in  any  oihcr  province  in  America.  44  They  arc  all  excellively  at- 

Thcfc  in  general  have  had  a  liberal  t.tched  to  every  fpecics  of  lport, 

education,  poilefs  enlightened  un-  gaming,  and  diilipation,  pirticu- 

derftandings,  and  a  thorough  know-  Iarly  horfe-racing,  and  that  null 

ledge  of  the  world,  that  furnifhes  barbarous  of  all  diverfuns,  that  pc- 

them  with  an  eafe  and  freedom  of  culiar  fpecies  of  cruelty,  cock-fight* 

manners  aud  convcrfation,  highly  ing. 

to   their  advantage   in   exterior,  44  In  fhorr,  take  them  all  togc- 

which  no  vicillitude  of  fortune  or  thcr,  thev  form  a  ftrangc  combina* 

j>Iuce  can  diveft  them  of ;  they  be-  tion  of  incongruous  contradictory 

ing  actually,  according  to  my  ideas,  qualities,  and  principles  directly  op- 

tbe  moft  agreeable  and  beft  compa-  polite;  the  belt  and  the  wot  ft,  the 

nions,  friends,  and  neighbours,  that  mod  valuable  and  the  moll  worth- 

need  be  deft  red.  lefs,  elegant  accomplifliments  and 

44  The  greater  number  of  them  favagc  brutality,  being  in  many  of 

keep  their  carriage?,  and  have  hand-  them  moft  unaccoujiaHy  blended. 

Some  fervices  of  plate;  but  they  44  Yet  indeed,  notvyithftanding 

all,  without  exception,  have  ftuds,  this  apparent  inccnflftcncv  of  cha* 

as  well  as  fets  of  elegant  and  beau*  racier,  principle,  and  conduct,  num- 

tiful  borfes.  bers  of  them  are  truly  valuable 

•*  Thofe  of  the  fecond  degree  in  members  of  focicty,  and  few,  or 

rank  arc  very  numerous,  being  per-  nfrne,  deficient  in  the  excellencie f 

fiaps  half  the  mhabitan's,  and  con-  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  a 

£ft  of  fuch  a  variety,  Angularity,  natural  genius,  which,  though  in* 

and  mixture  of  characters,  that  tUc  grear  meafure  Buimj-rovcd,  \s  gene* 

r  a  rajijr 
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rally  bright  and  fplendid  in  an  un- 
common degree. 

«*  The  third,  or  lower  chfs  of 
the  people  (who  ever  compofc  the 
bulk  of  mankind),  are  in  Viiginia 
more  few  in  number,  in  proportion 
to  the  retl  of  the  inhabitants,  than 
perhaps  in  any  other  count' y  in  the 
umverfe.  Even  thefe  art  kind,  hof- 
pitable,  and  generous ;  yet  illiberal, 
noify,  and  rude. 

**k  They  are  much  adilufled  to  in- 
ebriety, and  averfc  to  labour. 

44  They  arc  likewite  over-bur- 
dened with  an  impertinent  and  In- 
fupeiable  euriofity,  that  renders 
them  peculiarly  difagrceable  and 
trouble fome  to  (tranters :  yet  thefe 
undehrable  qualities  they  poflefs  by 
no  means  in  on  equal  degree  with 
the  grner.ility'of  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Engl  nd,  whofe  religion  and 
government  have  encouraged,  and 
indeed  inftituted  and  cftabl'mVd,  a 
kind  of  in  juilition.  of  forward  im- 
pertinence and  prying  intrufion, 
ag.inlt  every  pcrfon  that  may  be 
compelled  to  p..fs  through  that  trou- 
blefome,  illiberal  country  :  from 
which  defcription,  however,  there 
are  no  doubt  many  exceptions. 

**  To  communicate  an  idea  of  the 
general  hcfpitality  that  prevail*  in 
Virginia,  and  indeed  through  all 
the  louthern  provinces,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  represent  fume  pecu- 
liar cuftoms  that  arc  univerfal :  for 
in  (lance : 

**  If  a  traveller,  even  a  negroe, 
obferves  an  orchard  full  of  fine 
fruit,  either  apples  or  peaches,  in, 
or  near  his  way,  he  alights,  with- 
out ceremony,  and  fills  his  pockets, 
or  even  a  ba£,  if  he  has  one,  with- 
out afking  permilTion  ;  and  if  the 
proprietor  AiouKi  let  him,  he  is  not 
in  the  lc:jft  offended,  but  makes  him 
per  fee)  ly  welcome,  and  aflilis  him 
in  choofing  out  the  fin  eft  fruit. 
"  But  this  is  Ufa  to  be  admired 


of  the  VIRGINIANS. 

at,  when  it  is  confidcred  that  there 
is  no  iaic  here  for  any  kind  of  fruit ; 
and  the  fiuell  peaches  imaginable 
are  fo  abundant,  that  the  inhabit- 
ants daily  feed  their  hogs  with  them 
during  the  feafon. 

•*  In  the  time  of  prefling  cyder, 
if  a  traveller  (hould  call,  to  enquire 
his  way,  he  is  generally  offered  as 
much  fine  cyder  as  he  can  drink,  is 
frequently  requeued  toftay  all  night, 
and  made  heartily  drunk  into  the 
bargain,  if  he  choofes  it. 

*'  When  a  perfon  of  more  gen- 
teel figure  than  common  calls  a<  aii 
ordinary  (the  name  of  their  inm), 
for  refreuSment  and  Lodging  for  a 
night,  as  loon  as  any  of  the  gentle- 
men ot  fortune  in  the  neighbour- 
hood hears  of  it,  he  either  comes 
for  him  himfelf,  or  fends  him  a 
polite  and  preifing  invitation  ro  his 
houfe,  where  h<:  meets  with  enter- 
tainment and  accommodation,  infi- 
nitely fupei'ior,  in  every  refpec'V,  to 
what  he  could  have  received  at  the 
inn.  '  It  he  fliould  happen  to  be  fa- 
tigued with  travelling,  he  is  treated 
in  the  raoft  hofpitable  and  genteel 
manner ;  and  his  fcrvants  and  horfes 
aifo  fitre  plenrcoufly,  for  as  long  a 
time  as  bt  choofes  to  ftay.    All  this 
is,  done  with  the  belt  grate  imagin- 
able,   without  even  a  hint  being 
thrown  out  of  a  curioiiy  or  wifli  to 
know  his  name. 

**  However,  it  muil  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  many  of  the  fecond, 
and  almofl  all  the  lower  elafs  of  the 
people,  are  ignorant  in  the  ex- 
treme. 

•*  Their  fentimcnts,  and  all  their 
id>as  arc  illiberal,  narrow,  and  coh- 
-  traced  ;  occafioned  by  their  insc- 
tive  iiruation,  confined  ro  a  fmall 
compafs,  and  very  limited  fpherc  of 
knowledge,  wherein  the  fame  ob- 
jects are  ever  prefenrcd  to  their 
view,  without  any  variation,  change, 
or  novelty  ;  being  thereby  precluded 
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from  a  more   general  intercourfe  ly  to  magnify  their  refources,  nura. 

with  the  world,  and  the  different  ber?,  *nd  prowefs. 

members  of  fociety  at  1  tr^e.  •«  In  that  ollcntatious  calcula- 

"  About  the  commencement  of  tion,   Virginia  was  rcprcfented  to 

the  late  unfortunate  dilturbanccs,  contain  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 

and  inaufpicious  hoftilities,  the  A*  (and  inhabitants ;  of  which  nearly 

mericun  congrefs  pretended  to  have  two  thirds  are  blacks, 

a  calculation  made  of  the  numbers  14  I  commuted  the  true  number 

of  all  the  inhabitants  in  each  pro-  of  fouls  in  Virginia  to  be  then  about 

vince  and  colony  included  wit  I' in  five  hundred  thoufand  in  the  whole, 

their  domination*  which  they  pub-  with  a  umilar  proportion  of  (laves 

lifhed.  included  ;  and  they  have  certainly 

*k  But  I  have  always  concluded  decreafed  in  population  unce  that 

that  oftcnfible  enumeration  of  thebs  time, 
to  be  greatly  cxaggerared,  purpofc- 


Gcneral  ACCOUNT  of  the  CHARACTERS,  DISPOSITIONS, 
and  NUMBERS  of  the  INDIAN*  in  NORTH  AMERICA. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

44  *T*HE  general  character  of  the  the  Chriftians,  in  the  Jewifli  Tal- 

JL    Indians  is,  that  they  arc  mud,  the  Mahometan  Alcoran,  and 

crafry,  fenfible,  refolute,  very  fuf-  in  all  the  oriental  writings, 
picious,  and  very  vindictive.  ■*  Their  fenfual  appetites  how* 

44  An  Indian  will  travel  on  foot  ever  they  have  no  great  command 

five  hundred  miles,    through  the  of,  cfpccially   inebriation,  which 

woods,  in  night  and  darknefs,  fc-  they  are  particularly  addicted  to. 
creting  himfetf  during  the  day,  to       *•  But  the  truth  is,  they  are  cor- 

rcvenge  an  injury  done  to  his  rela*  rupted  by  the  whites ;  for  they  copy 

tion,  or  to  any  one  of  his  tribe.  after,  and  fall  into  our  vices  ;  thelc 

However  in  every  thing,  but  appearing  in  the  moft  confpicuous 

their  cruel  and  revengtful  difpo-  point  of  view  :  and  I  am  afraid  that 

lition,  I  admire  and  relpect  the  real  our  external  virtues  are  fo  few,  and 

character  of  the  native  uncivilized  even  thefe  fo  difficult  to  be  difco- 

and  uncorrupted  Indians.  vered,  that  the  poor  Indians  can* 

**  Their  ientiments,  with  all  the  not  diftinguilh  any  of  them  to  fol* 

difadvantages  of  poor  inexpreffive  low  after. 

language,  and  of,  what  is  worfe,  a       •*  They  have  alfo  been  fo  treach- 

fiat,  dull,  and  deficient  interpreta-  eroufly  and  barbaroufly  maflacred  by 

tion,  contain  and  convey  the  moft  the  whites,  and  fo  often  deceived 

elevated,  noble,  fpirited,  and  juft  by  them,  that  the  memory  thereof 

ideas,  delivered  in  that  beautiful  is  carefully  preferved,  and  hand-i 

and  elegant  fimplicity  and  allegori-  ed  down  from  iather  to  fon,  in 

cal  figures  of  explanation,  which  order  to  keep  the  rifing  race  fuf* 

add  dignity  and  grace  to  the  fub-  ficiently   on   their   guard  againil 

ject,  and  are  fo  much  admired  in  our  future  fnares  and  trcacherou* 

tfec  Bible  and  facrcd  fcriptures  of  defig™* 

f  3  ***ThU 
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"  This  I  look  upon  to  be  the 
true  caufe  of  the  great  caution, 
find  complete  diflimulation  the  In- 
dians are  become  fo  pcifcclly  inaf- 
ters  of. 

44  Indeed  they  have  arrived  at  fo 
eminent  a  degree  of  duplicity,  and 
difguifing  i heir  fentiments  and  in- 
tentions, that  without  the  afliftance 
of  the  arts  of  writing,  reading,  or 
committing  their  thoughts  and  tranf- 
aftions  to  record,  they  far  excel  us 
at  our  own  weapons  of  fubtilty, 
craft,  and  precaution. 

*•  In  (horr,  they  are  zealous  fteady 
friends ;  but  rigorous  implacable 
enemies,  until  fat  is  faction  or  repa- 
ration be  made  them  for  the  injury 
they  think  they  have  fuftained. 

**  However  let  their  inclinations 
at  this  prefent  time  be  either  ami- 
cable or  hoftile,  they  all  arc  not 
now  fufficiently  powerful,  either  to 
contend  againll  the  whites  in  arms, 
or  to  4°  them  any  other  material  in- 
jury. 

44  Whites  who  behave  to  theiri 
with  uptightnels  and  affability  are 
greatly  rcfpecled  by  them,  and 
6bt  ;in  an  amazing  influence  over 
them. 

«*  But  they  mud  firft  be  fuffici- 
ently  convinced  of  the  integrity 
and  difimereftednefs  of  the  pcrfon ; 
after  which  they  arc  more  at  the 
command  of  fuch  a  man  than  of  enc 
of  their  own  chiefs. 

44  Kings  they  have  none,  and  the 
principal  men  of  their  nntidn  be- 
come fuch  by  their  merit  alone. 
Than  this  there  is  no  other  prece- 
dence, or  difference  of  rank  anio»£ 
Indian;. 

**  They  enjoy  the  fweets  of  li? 
berty  and  freedom  in  the  tmcil 
fenfe,  and  certainly  arc  not  guilty 
of  the  many  iniquitous  and  fcau- 
dalous  vices  that  di  (grace  Chtiiliau- 
jfy  and  Europeans. 
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44  Their  numbers  on  this  fide  thc 
MiiTifiippi  are  conlidcrable. 

44  From  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
the  Lakes  of  Canada  inelufive,  it 
is  computed  there  may  be  about 
thirty-five  thoul  *nd  warriors. 

44  Beyond  the  Miififfippi  they 
are  much  more  numerous,  and  many 
people,  that  have  travelled  there, 
fay  they  are  very  open  and  hofpi- 
table. 

**  The  little  intercourfe  between 
them,  in  that  diftant  country,  and 
Europeans,  renders  them  lefs  fuf- 
picious,  lefs  fubtle  and  designing, 
and  not  fo  cruel  and  vindictive  as 
thofe  on  the  caftcrn  fide  of  that  ex» 
ten  five  river,  whofe  greater  expe- 
rience, communication  and  tranf- 
adtiona  with  the  whites  produce 
thofe  pernicious  effects.  A  reproach 
more  fevcrc  upon  us  than  on  them. 

44  Here  I  mud  beg  leave  to  make 
one  particular  obfenration ;  left, 
from  what  has  been  faid,  it  mould 
be  thought  that  the  Indians  have  a 
particular  diflike  to  Europeans  more 
than  to  the  whites  born  in  Ame- 
rica :  but  the  very  reverfe  of  this 
is  the  truth,  for  it  is  the  white  na- 
tives of  the  country  that  the  Indi- 
ans have  the  great  eft  averfion  to, 
and  by  whom  they  have  been  fo  of- 
ten moll  treacheroufly  and  barbar- 
oufly  ufed. 

44  The  white  Americans  alfo 
have  the  mod  rancorous  antipathy 
to  the  whole  race  of  Indians  ;  and 
nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
hear  them  talk  of  extirpating  them 
totally  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
inen,  women,  and  children* 

41  Thc  Indians  indeed  do  not  ap- 
pear to  entertain  any  diflike  to  the 
Ktitifh  or  French,  I  mean  thofe 
that  are  natives  of  Europe  ;  nor 
hnvr  the  real  Britifli  or  French  any 
particular  yvcriion  to  them,  as  ihe 
Britifli  Americans  have. 

44  The 
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41  The  names  of  the  different  In-    from  the  beft  authority  I  have  been 
dian  nations  in  North  America,  with    able  to  collect,  are  as  follovrt 
the  numbers  of  their  fighting  men, 

Name*  of  the  Nations.  Situation.  Warriors. 

The  Chodaws  or  Flatheads  J  On  the  Mobile        4 500 

The  Natchcs  V         and  1 50 

The  Chickefaws  J  Mifliffippi  750 

The  Cherokees,  behind  South- Carolina  a  $00 

The  Catawbas,  between  North  and  South-Carolina  150 
The  Piantias,  a  wandering  tribe  on  both  fides  of  the  Mifliflippi  800 
The  Kafquuafquiaa,  or  Illinois  in  general,  on  the  Illinois  rircr,  ) 

and  between  the  Ouabache  a»d  the  Mifliflippi  ) 

The  Ouachcenon,                                ( Ouabache  *°° 

The  Kikapous                                     J  300 

The  Shawnefc,  on  the  Siotto  500 

The  Delaware*,  on  the  weft  of  the  Ohio  300 
The  Miami*,  on  the  Mitamis  ri?cr,  falling  into  Lake  Erie  and  > 

the  Miniamis  5 
The  upper  Creeks,  back  of  Georgia  1 

The  middle  Creeks,  behind  Wed- Florida     S-  400° 
The  lower  Creeks,  in  Eaft-  Florida  J 

The  Caouitas,  on  the  eaft  of  the  river  Alibnmous  700 

The  AJibamous,  on  the  weft  of  the  Alibamous  ^  600 

The  Akanfaws,  on  the  Akanfaw  river  falling  into  the  Miffiflipi )  2Q0Q 

on  the  weft  fide  J 

The  Ajoucs,  north  of  the  Miflburi   •  1000 

The  Faddoucas,  weft  of  the  Mifliffippi  5°° 

The  white  Panis                                7  South  of  the  2020 

The  freckled  or  pricked  Panis                $    Miflburi  .  *ooo 

TheCanfes                                     7  South  of  i6co 

The  Ofages                                     >      the  600 

The  Grandes  Eaux                            J  MilTouri  xcoo 

The  Miilouri,  upon  the  river  MilTouri  3*co 

The  Sioux  of  the  woods              I  towards  the  heads  of  1 800 

The  Sioux  of  the  meadows           \      the  Mifliffippi  2500 

The  Blancs,  Darbus,  or  white  Indians  with  beards  1 500 

The  Afliniboils  )  far  north  near  the  lakes  1500 

The  Chnftaneaux                      J     of  the  fame  name  3000 

The  Ouifcanfins,  on  a  river  of  that  name  that  tails  into  the  J 

Milliffippi  on  the  ealt  fide  3  , 

The  Milcoutens                         "\                  .  5 00 

TKe  Sakis                                 V  South  of  Puans  Bay  4°° 

The  Mechecouakis                       J  aS° 

35° 
700 

3>o, 


ob  ilxc  Lake*  Huron  and  Supr rior  j  „, 

f  4  lbc 
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Names  of  the  Nations.  Situation.  Warriors. 

TheOuahwas        r           }  Near  the  Lakes  Superior  900 

The  Chipwaa                     J       and  Michigan  jcoo 

The  Wiaudots,  near  Lake  Erie  30a 
The  Six  Nations,  or  as  the  French  call  them,  the  Iroquois,  7 

on  the  frontiers  of  New-York,  &c.                              J  5 

The  Round-headed  Indians,  near  the  head  of  the  Ottahwa  River  2500 

The  Al^onquins,  near  the  above  300 

The  Nipiffins,  near  the  above  alfo  4<*> 

TheChalas                    t  130 

The  Ameliiles                 /  St.  Laurence  Indians,  on  the  556 

The  Mich micks              f    back  of  Nova-Scotia,  &c.  7C0 

The  Abenaquia  •             J  35^ 

The  Conawaghrunas,  near  the  falls  of  St.  Lewis  aoo 

t  •    "" 


Total  amount  5S930 

««  This  being  the  whole  number  twenty;  which  I  confider  as  the 

of  men  fit  for  beating  arms,  from  whole  nurr/ber  of  fouls,  viz.  men, 

hence  we  mav  be  enabled  to  form  women,  and  children,  of  nil  the 

ibme   idea  or  the  number  of  all  Indian  nations  that  are  come  in 

the  Indian  inhabitants,  men,  wo-  any  degree  within  our' knowledge 

men  and  children,  on  the  continent  throughout  the  continent  of  North 

of  North  America  ;  which  calcu-  America. 

la  t  ion.  however,  I  am  ready  to  con-      44  It  is  a  moft  melancholy  confi. 

fefs  can  be  but  rather  a  vague  con-  deration  to  refleft,  that  tfiefe  few 

jecture.  are  all  that  remain  of  the  many 

44  There  being  fifty-eight  thou-  millions  of  natives,  or  aboriginal 

fand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  war-  inhabitants  with   which  this  vaft 

riors,  it  is  computed  that  about  one-  continent  was  peopled  when  fitfl  dif- 

third  of  the  fame  number  more  are  covered  by  the  Whites ;  and  that 

old  men  unfit  for  bearing  arms,  even  thefe  will  foon  be  extinct  and 

which  makes  the  number  of  males  totally  annihilated,  confidering  the 

come  to  maturity  amount  to  about  amazingly  rapid  depopulation  they 

eight)' -eight  thoufand  five  hundred  have   hitherto  experienced,  fince 

and  feventy  ;  and  multiplied  by  fix  that  (to  them)  fatal  period »  or  era 

will  produce  five  hundred  and  thirty-  of  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Whites  in 

one   thoufand  four  hundred  and  America." 


Various  PARTICULARS  concerning  the  MANNERS  and  CUS- 
TOMS of  the  INHABITANTS  of  the  SANDWICH  IlLnds. 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Captain  Cook's  Voyage  to  the  Pacific 

Ocean.] 

"  rr  HE  inhabitants  of  the  Sand-    New  Zealand,  .the   Society  and 
J    wich  Iliands  are  undoubt-    Friendly  Iiiands,  Eaftcr  lfland,  and 
cdly  of  the  fame  race  with  thofc  of  the  Marquefas  5  a  race  that  f  offeflea. 

with- 
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» 

without  any  intermixture,  all  the  of  the  Otahciter.ns,  and  they  aie 

Vnown  land*  bit*  een  the  latitude*  not  altogether  fo  handfome  a  people, 

of  47*  bouih,  and  20*  North,  and  However,  many  of  both  fexes  had 

between  the  longitudes  of  i8^Q  and  fine  open  couutenances  j  and  the 

260"  Eaft.    This  fact,  which,  ex-  women,  in  particular,  had  good 

traordinary  as  it  if,  might  be  thought  eyes  and  teeth,  and  a  l  .veetncfs  and 

fufficiently  proved  by  the  linking  legibility  of  look,  which  rendered 

fimilarity  of  their   manners   and  them  very  engaging.    Their  hair 

cuftoms,  and  the  general  refem-  is  or  a  L  row ni ill  black,  and  neither 

blam  e  of  their  pcrfons,  is  eftabliih-  uniformly  ftrait;ht,  like  that  of  the 

ed,  beyond  all  controvcrfy,  by  the  Indians  of  America,  nor  Uniformly 

absolute  identity  of  their  language,  curling,  as   arnongit  the  African 

«»  From   what  continent  they  negrors,  but  varying,  in  this  re- 

originally  emigrated,  and  by  what  fpe'ct,  like  the  hair  of  Europeans, 

rteps  they  have  fprcad  through  fo  One   linking  peculiarity,  in  the 

Tali  a  fpace,  thole  who  arc  curious  features  of  every  part  of  this  great 

in  difquihtions  of  this  nam  e,  may  nation,  1  do  not  remember  to  have 

perhaps  not  find  it  very  difficult  to  fcen  any  where  mentioned,  which 

conjecture.     It  has  been  already  is,  that,  even  in  the  handfomeft 

obferved,  that  they   bear  ftrong  faces,  there  is  always  a  fulnefs  o£ 

marks  of  affinity  to  fome  of  the  the  noftril,  without  any  flatnefs  or 

Indian  tribes,  that  inhabit  the  La-  fpreading  of  the  nofc,  that  diftin- 

drones  and  Caroline  It  lands;  and  guifhes  them  from  Europeans.  It 

the   fame  affinity   may  again  be  is  not  improbable  that  this  may  be 

traced  amongft  the  Battas  and  the  the  effect  of  their  ufual  mode  of  fa. 

Malavs.    When  theie  events  hap-  lutation,  which  is  performed  by 

pcnea\  is  not  fo  eafv  to  afccrtaiu  :  prcifing  the  ends  of  their  nofes  to- 

lt  was  probably  not  very  lately,  as  gethcr. 

they  are  extremely  populous,  and  **  The  fame  fuperiority  that  ia 

have  no  tradition  of  their  own  ori  obfervable  in  the  pcrfons  of  the 

gin,  but  what  is  perfectly  fabu-  Erees,  through  all  the  other  iflands9 

lous  ;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  is  found  alfo  here,    Thofe  whom 

the  unadulterated  ftate  of  their  ge-  we  faw  were,  without  exception, 

neral  language,  and  the  fimplicity  perfectly  well  formed  ;  whereas  the 

which  Oil!  prevails  in  their  cuftoini  lower  fort,  betides  their  general  in- 

and  manners,  feem  to  indicate,  that  feriority,  are  fubject  to  all  the  va» 

it  could  not  have  been  at  any  very  riety  of  make  and  hVure  that  is 

diftant  period.  feen  in  the  populate  of  other  coun- 

**  The  natives  of  thefe  iflands  tries,    lntlances  of  deformity  are 

are,  in  general,  above  the  middle  more  frequent  here  than  in  any  of 

fize,  and  well  made :  they  walk  the  other  iflands,    Whilft  we  were 

very  gracefully,  run  nimbly,  and  cruifing  off  Owhyhee,  two  dwarfs 

arc  capable  of  bearing  great  fa*  came  on  "board,  one  an  old  man* 

tigue  ;  though,  upon  the  whole,  four  feet  two  inches  high,  but  ex- 

the  men  are  fomewhat  inferior,  in  aftly  proportioned,  and  the  other  a 

point  of  ftrength  and  activity,  to  woman,  nearly  of  the  fame  height, 

the  Friendly  iilanders,  and  the  wo-  We  afterward  faw  three  natives, 

men  lcfc  delicately  Jimbed   than  who   weie   hump  backed,  and  a 

thofe  of  Otaheite.     Their  com-  young  man,  born  without  hands 

plexion  is  rather  darker  than  that  or  feet.    Squinting  is  alfo  very 

common 
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common  amongft  them ;  and  a 
roan,  who,  they  faid,  had  been 
born  blind,  was  brought  to  us  to 
be  curtd.  Belides  thefe  particular 
imperfections,  they  are,  in  gene- 
ral, v^ry  lubject  to  boils  and  ul- 
cers, which  we  attributed  to  the 
great  quantity  of  (alt  they  eat  with 
their  flefh  and  fifh.  The  Erecs  are 
very  free  from  thefe  complaints  ; 
but'manyof  them  fuffer  frill  more 
dreadful  effects  from  the  immode- 
rate ule  of  the  ava. 

41  It  may  be  thought  extremely 
difficult  to  form  any  probable  con- 
jectures refpecting  the  population 
of  iilands,  with  many  parts  of  which 
we  arc  but  imperfectly  acquainted. 
There  arc,  however,  two  circum- 
ihnces,  that  take  away  much  of 
this  objection  :  the  firft  is,  that  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country  are 
entirely  uninhabited ;  fo  that,  if 
the  numbei  ol  the  inhabitants  along 
the  coaft  be  known,  the  whole  will 
be  pretty  accurately  determined. 
The  other  is,  that  there  arc  no 
towns  of  any  considerable  fixe,  the 
habitations  of  the  natives  being 
pretty  equally  difperfed  in  fmall 
villages  round  all  their  coalis.  It 
is  on  this  ground  that  I  fhall  ven- 
ture at  a  rough  calculation  of  the 
number  of  pcrfons  in  this  group  of 
iilands. 

44  The  bay  of  Karakakooa,  in 
Owhyhee,  is  three  miles  in  extent, 
and  contains  four  villages  of  about 
eighty  houfes  each  ;  upon  an  ave- 
rage, in  all  three  hundred  and 
twenty  ;  befides  a  number  of  {Wan- 
gling houfes ;  which  may  make  the 
whole  amount  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty.  From  the  frequent  op- 
portunities I  had  of  informing  my- 
felf  on  this  head,  I  am  convinced 
that  lix  pcrfons  to  a  houfc  is  a  very 
moderate  allowance ;  fo  that,  on 
this  calculation,  the  country  about 
the  bay  contains  two  thouf.  nd  one 


hundred  fouls.  To  thefe  may  be 
added  fifty  families,  or  three  hun- 
dred perfons,  which  I  conceive  to 
be  nearly  the  number  employed  in 
the  interior  p:i:ts  of  the  country 
amongft  their  plantations  ;  making 
in  all  two  thou  land  four  hundred. 
If,  therefore,  this  number  be  ap- 
plied to  the  whole  extent  of  coaft 
round  the  ifland,  deducting  a  quar- 
ter for  the  uninhabited  parts,  it 
will  be  found  to  contain  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand.  By  the 
fame  mode  of  calculation,  the  reft 
of  the  iilands  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain the  following  numbers  : 


Owhyhee 

Mowce 

Woahoo 

Atooi 

Morotoi 

Onecheow 

Kanai 

Orcehoua 


1 50^00 
05,400 
60, 2  CO 
54,000 
36,000 

IC,COO 

20,400 

4,0-0 


Total  of  inhabitants  400,000 

44  I  am  pretty  confident,  that, 
in  this  calculation,  I  have  not  ex- 
ceeded the  truth  in  the  total 
amount. 

44  Not  with  (landing  the  irrepar- 
able lofs  we  fuffcred  from  the  iud- 
den  rcfentment  and  violence  of 
thefe  people,  yet,  in  juftice  to  their 
general  conduct,  it  mult  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  they  are  of  the  mod 
mild  and  affectionate  difpofition; 
equally  remote  from  the  extreme 
levity  and  ficklenefs  of  the  Otahei- 
teins,  and  the  diftant  gravity  and 
refervc  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Friendly  Iilands.  They  appear  to 
live  in  the  utmoft  harmony  and 
iriendibip  with  one  another.  The 
women,  who  had  children,  were 
remarkable  for  their  tender  and 
conflant  attention  to  them ;  and 
the  men  would  oitcn  lend  their  af- 
lillaacc  in  thofc  domcliic  crficcs, 

with 
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with  a  willingnefs  that  docs  credit  ladies  were  probably  all  of  the  lower 

to*  their  feelings.  clafs  ox  the  people  ;  for  I  am  ftrong- 

*«  It  mult,  however,  be  obferved,  ly  inclined  to  believe,  that,  cx- 

that  they  fall  very  fhort  of  the  ccpting  the  few,  whofe  names  are 

other  iiianders  in  that  beft  teft  of  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  our  nar- 

civilization,  the  refpect  paid  to  the  rative,  we  did  not  fee  any  woman  of 

women.    Here  they  are  not  only  rank  during  our  flay  araon^lt  them, 

deprived  of  the  privilege  of  eating  "  Their  natural  capacity  feems, 

with  the  men,  but  the  beft  forts  of  in  no  refpecl,  below  the  common 

food    are    tabooed,  or  forbidden  ftandard  of  mankind.    Their  im- 

them.  They  are  not  allowed  to  cat  provements  in  agriculture,  and  the 

pork,  turtle,  fevcral  kinds  of  fifh,  perfection  of  their  manufactures, 

and  fome  fpecies  of  the  plantains ;  are  certainly  adequate  to  the  cir- 

and  wc  were  told  that  a  poor  girl  cum  dances  of  their  fituation,  and 

got  a  terrible  beating  for  having  the  natural  advantages  they  enjoy, 

eaten,  on  board  our  fliip,  one  of  The  eager  curioiity  with  which 

thefc  interdicted  articles.    In  their  they  attended  the  armourer's  forge* 

domeftic  life  they  appear  to  live  and  the  many  expedients  they  had 

aJmoit  entirely  by  themfelves,  and  invented,  even  before  wc  left  the 

though  we  did  not  obferve  any  in-  iflands,  for  working  the  iron  they 

ilances  of  performl  ill  treatment,  had  procured  from  us  into  fuch 

yet  it  was  evident  they  had  little  forms  as  were  beft  adapted  to  their 

regard  or  attention  paid  them.  purpofes,  were  ftrong  proofs  of  da- 

*«  The  great  hofpitality  and  kind-  cility  and  ingenuity, 

nefs  with  which  we  were  receive  d  by  «»  Our  unfortunate  friend,  Ka- 

them,  have  been  already  frequently  necna,  potTeiTed  a  degree  of  judi- 

retnarked  ;  and  indeed  they  make  the  cious  curioiity,  and  a  quicknefs  of 

principal  part  of  our  tranfactions  conception,  which  was  rarely  met 

With  them.    Whenever  we  came  with  amongft  thefe  people.'  He 

on  fliore,  there  was  a  conftant  ftrug-  was  very  inquii  live  after  our  cuf- 

gle  who  fhould  be  molt  forward  in  toms  and  manners ;  aiked  after  our 

making  us  little  prefents,  bringing  king ;  the  nature  of  our  govern- 

refrefiiments,  or  inewing  fome  other  mcnt ;  our  numbers;  the  method 

mark  of  their  rcfpefl.    The  old  of  building  our  ihips  ;  our  houfei : 

people  never  failed  of  receiving  us  the  produce  of  our  country  ;  whe- 

with  tears  of  joy  ;  fecmed  highly  ther  we  had  wars,  with  whom,  and 

gratified  with  being   allowed  to  on  what  occalions,  and  in  what 

couch  us,  and  were  conflantly  mak-  manner  they  were  carried  on  ;  who 

ing  comparifons   between    them-  was  our  God  ;  and  many  other, 

felvcs  and  us,  with  the  flrongeft  quefiions  of  the  fame  nature,  which 

marks  of  humiliry.    The  )oung  indicated  an  undcrlianding  of  great 

women  were  not  lei's  kind  and  en-  comprchculion. 

gaging,  and,  till  they  found,  not-  "  Wc  tret  with  two  inftanccs  of 

withOandini:  our  utmoft  endeavours  ■  perfons  diforuercd  in  their  minds, 

to  prevent  it,  that  they  had  rcafon  the  one  a  man  at  Owhyhee,  the 

to  repent  of  our  acquaintance,  at-  other  a  woman  at  Onccheow.  It 

tached  themfelves  to  us  without  appeared,  from  the  particular  at- 

fhe  Icaft  leferve.  tcntion  and  refpeift  paid  to  them, 

*«■  In   juftice,  rrurever,  to    the    that  the  opinion  of  their  being  in- 
fer, it  tnuft  Lc  obfcrrcd,  that  thcfc    fpircd  by  the  Divinity,  which  oh. 

tains 
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tains  amr.ng  moft  of  the  nations  of 
the  Haft,  is  alfo  received  here. 

«'  Though  the  cuftom  of  eating 
the  b  dies  of  their  enemies  be  not 
known,  by  pofitive   evidence,  to 
exift  in  any  or  the  South  Sea  iflands, 
except  Neu  Zealand,  yet  it  is  ex- 
tremely probable  that  it  was  ori- 
ginally prevalent  in  them  all.   J  he 
facrirking  human   victims  which 
Teems  evidently  to  be  a  relic  of 
this  horrid  practice,  dill  obtains 
universally  amougft  thefe  iftanders ; 
and  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  why  the 
New  Zealandcrs  ftiould  retain  the 
repaft,  which  was  probably  rhe  laft 
act  of  thefe  fliocking  rites,  longer 
than  the  reft  of  their  tribe,  who 
were  fituattd  in  more  mild  and 
fruitful  climates.    As  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Sandwich  I  (lands  cer- 
tainly bear  a  nearer  refembJance  to 
thofe  of  New  Zealand,  both  in 
their  perfons  ;md  difpofition,  than 
to  any  other  people  of  this  family, 
fo  it  was  ftrongly  fufp<cled  by  Mr. 
Anderfon,  that,   like  them,  they 
ilill  continue  to  fcaft  on  human 
flcfli.    The  evidence,  on  which  he 
founds  this  opinion,  has  been  ftat- 
cd  very  fully  in  the  tenth  chapter 
of  the  third  book ;  but,  as  I  al- 
ways entertained  great  doubts  of 
the  juftice  of  his  conclufions,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  take  this 
occafion  of  mentioning  the  grounds 
on  which  I  venture  to  differ  from 
him.    With  rcfpccl  to  the  informa- 
tion derived  from  the  natives  them- 
selves, I  (hall  only  obferve,  that 
great  pains  were  taken,  by  a! moft 
every  officer  on  board,  to  come  at 
the  knowlcge  of  fo  curious  a  cir- 
cumftance ;   and   that,  except  in 
the  two  inftances  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Anderfon,  we  found  them  in- 
variably denying  the  exiftence  of 
any  fuch  cuftom  amongtr  them.  It 
muft  be  allowed,  that  Mr.  Ander- 
fon*s  knowlcge  of  their  language, 

i 


which  was  fu  peri  or  to  that  of  any 
other  pcrfon  in  cither  (hip,  ought 
certainly  to  give  his  opinion  great 
weight :  at  the  fame  titr-e  1  muft 
beg  leave  to  remark,  that,  being 
prefent  when  he  examined  the  man 
who  had  the  fmall  piece  of  faited 
flefti  wrapped  in  cloth,  it  ftruck  me 
very  forcibly,  that  the  ligns  he 
made  ufc  ot  meant  nothing  more 
t  ian  that  it  was  i  .tended  «o  be  cat, 
and  that  it  was  very  plealkut  or 
wholcfome  to  t'.  c  itomach.    In  this 
opinion  i  was  confirmed  by  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  c;ime  to  our  know- 
lege  after  the  death  of  my  worthy 
and  ing  mous  friend,  viz.  that  al- 
moft  every  native  of  thefe  iliands 
carried  about  with  him,  cither  in 
his  calibafti,  or  wrapped  up  in  a 
piece  of  cloth*  and  tied  about  his 
waift,  a  fmall  piece  of  raw  pork, 
higi  ly  falted,  which  they  center- 
ed as  a  great  delicacy,  and  ufed 
now  and  then  to  taiu  or.  Wi.h 
refpect  to  the  confuuon  the  young 
lad  was  iu  (for  he  was  not  more 
than  fixteen  or  eighteen  years  of 
age),  no  one  could  have  been  fur- 
prifed  at  it,  who  had  fcen  the  eager 
and  earneft  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Anderfon  queftioned  him. 

"  The  argument  drawn  fom  the 
inftritment  made  with  (hark**  teeth, 
and  which  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
form  with  thofe  ufed  at  New  Zea- 
land for  cutting  up  the  bodies  of 
their  enemies,  is  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  controvert.  I  believe  it  to 
be  an  undoubted  fad,  that  this 
knife,  if  it  may  be  fo  called,  is 
never  ufed  by  them  in  cutting  the 
flefh  of  other  animals.  However, 
as  the  cuftom  of  offering  human  fa- 
crificc?,  and  of  burning  the  bodies 
of  the  flain,  is  ftill  prevalent  here, 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  ufe  of 
this  inltrumcnt  is  retained  in  thofe 
ceremonies.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
am  ftiong'y  inclined  to  think,  and 

par* 
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particularly  from  tins  lafl  circum-  with  a  grey  clay,  mixed  with  pow- 
llance,  that  the  horrid  practice  ia  dcred  Q\e\UK  which  they  keep  ia 
queftion    has    but   lately  ceufed  balls,  and  chew  into  a  kind  of  loft 
amongft  thefe  and  other  illands  of  pafle,  when  they  have,  occafion  10 
the  South  Sea.  Omai,  when  pr^.frd  ma  ^  ufe  ot  u.  This  keeps  the  hair 
on  this  fubjert,  conicfleJ,  tkt,  -u  linooth,  and.  in  time,  changes  it  to 
the  rage  and  fury  of  revenue,  they  a  pale  yellow  colour, 
would  fometiroes  tear  the,  fkfti  of       *4  Both  fexes  wear  necklaces, 
their  enemies  that  were  tfain  with  made  of  llrings  of  fm&U  variegated 
their  teeth  ;  but  poiitivcly  denied  lhells ;  and  an  ornament,  in  ihe 
that  they  ever  cat  it.    This  was  form  of  the  handle-  of  a  cqp,  about 
certainly  approaching  as  near  the  two  inches  long,  and  half  941  inch 
fact  as  could  be  :  bul,  on  the  other  broad,  made  of   wood,  ftotie,  or 
hand*  the  denial  is  a  ft  rung  proof,  ivo&y,  finely  poliihed,  which  is 
that  the  practice  has  actually  ceaf-  hung  about  the  neck,  by  fine  threads 
ed ;  fince  in  Nc.v  Zealand,  where  of  twitted  hair,  doubled  fometimea 
it  ftill  exifts,  the  inhabi.ants  never  an  hundred  fold.    Inftead  of  this 
made  the  fmallcft  fcruple  of  con-  ornament  fomc  of  them  wear,  on 
felling  it.  their  breaft,  a  fmall  human  figure, 
u  The  inhabitants  of  thefc  iflands.  made  of  bone,  luipcnded  in  the 
differ  from  thofc  of  the  friendly  famo  manner. 
Ifles,  in  fuffering,  aimoft  untver-       *•  Trie  fan*  or  fly -flap,. is.  alfo  an 
fally,  their  beards  to  grow.   There  ornament  ufed  by  both  lexes.  The 
were  indeed  a  few,  amongft  whom  n»lt  ordinary  kind  are  made  of  the 
was  the  ok!  king,  that  cut  it  off  fibres  of  the  cocoa-nut,  tied  ioofe, 
entirely  ;  and  others  that  wore  it  in  bunches,  to  the  top  of  a  fmootti 
only  upon  the  upper  lip.     The  polifhed  handle.    The  tail  feathers 
fame  variety  in  the   manner  of  of  the  cock,  and  of  the  tropic- 
wearing  the  hair  U  alfo  obfervable  bird,  arc  alfo  uled  in  the  fame 
here  as  among  the  other  illanders  of  manner  ;  but  the  moil  valuable  are 
the  South  Sea  ;  beiidcs  which  they  thofo  which  have  the  handle  made 
have  a  failuon,  as  far  as  we  know,  of  the  arm  or  leg  bones  of  an  ene* 
peculiar  to  theinfelves.    They  cut  ray  flaia  in  battle,  and  which  are 
it  clofc  on  each  fide  the  head,  down  preferred  with  great  care,  and  hand- 
to  the  ears,  leaving  a  ridge,  of  cd  down,  from  father  t&  fon,  aa 
about  a  fmall  hand's  breadth,  run-  trophies  of  ineltimable  value.  t 
ning  from  the  forehead  to  the       "  The  cuftoin  of  tarwwing  the 
neck ;   which,  when  the  hair  'is  body  tfeey  have  in  common  with 
thick  and  curling,  has  the  form  of  the  reft  of  the  natives  of  the  South 
the  ere  ft  of  the  ancient  helmet.  Sea  I  (lands  ;  but  it  is  only  at  New 
Otheis   wear  large  quantities  of  Zealand  and  the  Sandwich  Iflands 
falfe  hair,  flowing  down  their  backs  that  they  tattow  the  race.  There  is 
in  long  ringlets,  like  the  figure  of  alfo  this  difference  between  the  two 
the  inhabitants  of  Horn  Illand,,  as  laft,  that  in  the  former  it  is  done 
feen  in  Dalrymple*s  Voyages  ;  and  in  elegant  fpiral  volutes,  and  in 
others,  again,  tie  it  into  a  tingle  the  latter  in  llraight  lines*,  crofting 
round  bunch  on  the  top  of  the  head,  each  other  at  right  angles.  The 
almoft  as  large  as  the  head  itlclf;  hands  and  arms^of  the  women  are. 
and  fomc  into  five  or  fix  diftinct  alfo  very  neatly  marked,. and  they 
bunches.    They  daub  their  hair  hare  a"  lingular  euftora  amonglft 

them, 
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ihem,  the  meaning  of  which  we  in  point  of  beauty  and.  magnifi-. 

could  never  learn,  that  of  tattowing  cence,  is  perhaps  nearly  equal  to 

the  tip  of  the  tongues  of  the  fe-  that  of  any  nation  in  the  world, 

males.  As  this  drefs  has  been  already  de- 

**  From  fome  information  we  re-  fcribed  with  great  accuracy  and 

ceived,  relative  to  the  cuftom  of  minutenefs,  I  have  only  to  add, 

tattowing,  we    were  inclined  to  that  thefe  cloaks  are  made  of  dif- 

think  that  it  is  frequently  intended  fcrent  lengths,  in  proportion  to  the 

*6  a  fign  of  mourning  on  the  death  rank  of  the  wearer,  fome  of  them 

of  a  chief,  or  any  other  calamitous  reaching  no  lower  than  the  middle, 

event ;  for  we  were  often  told  that  others  trailing  on  the  ground.  The 

fuch  a  particular  mark  was  in  me-  Inferior  chiefs  have  alfo  a  flion 

mory  of  fuch  a  chief ;  and  fo  of  cloak,  refembling  the  former,  made 

the  reft.    It  may  be  here  too  ob-  of  the  long   tail-feathers  of  the 

ierveH',  that  the  lowed  clafs  are  cock,  the  tropic  and  man  of  w^r 

often  tattowed  with  a  mark  that  birds,  with  a  broad  border  of  the 

diftinguiftics  them  as  the  property1  lmall  red  and  yellow  feathers,  and 

of  the  feveral  chiefs  to  whom  they ;  axollar  of  the  lame.    Others  again 

belong.  arc  made  of  feathers  entirely  white, 

**  The  drefs  of  the  men  gene-  with  variegated  borders.  The  hel- 
rolly  conftfts  only  of  a  pfece  of  met  has  a  llrong  lining  of  wicker- 
thick  cloth  called  the  maro,  about  work,  capable  of  breaking  the  blow 
ten  or  twelve  inches  broad,  Which  of  any  warlike  inftrument,  and 
they  pafs  between  the  legs,  and  tie  fecms  evidently  defigned  for  that 
round  the  Waift.    This  is  the  com-  purpofc. 

raon  dreft  of  all  ranks  of  people.       ««  Thefe  feathered  drefles  feemed 

Their  mats,  fome  of  which  arc  to  be  exceedingly  fcarce,  appro- 

beautifully   manufactured,  are  of  printed  to  perfons  of  the  higheft 

various  fires,  but  moftlv  about  five  rank,  and  worn  by  the  men  onlv. 

feet  long,  anil  four  broad.    Thefe  Durrng  the  whole  time  we  lay  in 

they  throw  over  their  (houlder?,  KaraVakooa  Bay  we  never  faw  them 

ana  bring  forward  before  •  but  they  ufed  luit  on  three  occafions ;  in  the 

are  feldom  ufed,  except  in  time  of  curious  ceremony  of  Terreeoboo's 

war,  for  which  purpofe  they  fc cm  fiWr  vifit  to  the  fhips ;  by  fome 

better  adapted  than  for  ordinary  chiefs,  who  were  feca  among  the 

ufe,  being  of  a  thick  and  cumber-  crowd  on  (hore,  when  captain  Cook 
fome  texture,  and  capable  of  break-'  was  billed  ;  and  afterward,  when 

ing  the  blow  of  a  (lone,  or  any  Eappo  brought  his  bones  to  us. 
blunt  weapon.    Their  feet  are  ge-       **  The  cxn'r  resemblance  l>ctueen 

nerally  bare,  except  when  they  this  habit  and  the  cloak  and  hdmet 

have  occafion  to  travel  over  the  formerly  worn  by  the  Spaniard?, 

burnt  (tones,  when  they   feeure  was  too  ftriking  not  to  excite  our 

them  with  a  fort  of  fandal,  made  curiofity  ro  inquire  whether  there 

of  cords,  twilled  from  the  fibres  of  were  anv  probable  grounds  for  fup- 

the  cocoa-nut.    Such  is  the  ordi-  pofing  it  to  have  been  borrowed 

nary  dseft  of  thefe  iflandcrs ;  but  from  them.    After  exerting  every 

they  have  another,  appropriated  to  means  in  our  power  of  obtaining 

their  chiefs,  and  ufed  on  ceremo-  information  on  this  fuhjeft,  wc 

nious  occafions,  confiding  of  a  fea«  found  that  they  had  no  immediate 

thercd  cloak  and  helmet,  which,  know  lege  of  any  other  nation  what- 
ever : 
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ever ;  nor  any  tradition  remaining 
among  thcrn  of  thefc  iilands  having 
been  ever  viiitcd  before  by  fuch 
fhips  as  ours.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing the  refult  of  thefe  inquiries,  the 
uncommon  form  of  this  habit  ap- 
pears to  me  a  fufticient  proof  of  its 
.European  origin  ;  efpecially  when 
added  to  another  circumftancc,  that 
it  is  a  lingular  deviation  from  the 
general  refemblance  in  drefs  which 
prevails  amongft  all  the  branches 
of  this  tribe,  difperied  through  the 
South  Sea.  We  were  driven  in- 
deed, by  this  concluiion,  to  a  fup- 
pofition  of  the  fliipwrcck  of  fome 
buccaneer,  or  Spanifli  fliip,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  thefe  iilands. 
But  when  it  is  recollected,  that  the 
tourfe  of  the  Spanifli  trade  from 
Acapulco  to  the  Manillas,  is  but  a 
few  decrees  to  the  Southward  of 
the  Sandwich  Iilands,  in  their  paf- 
fage  out,  and  to  the  Northward,  on 
their  return,  this  fuppofition  will 
Hot  appear  in  the  lcalt  improbable. 

**  The  common  drefs  of  the  wo- 
men bears  a  clofe  refemblance  to 
that  of  the  men.  They  wrap  round 
the  wain1  a  piece  of  cloth,  that 
reaches  half  way  down  the.  thighs  ; 
and  fometimcs,  in  the  cool  of  the 
f  vening,  they  appeared  with  loofc 
pieces  of  fine  cloth  thrown  over 
their  ftioulders,  like  the  women  of 
Otaheitc.  The  pau  is  another  drefs 
very  frequently  worn  by  the  young- 
er part  of  the  fex.    It  is  made  of 
the  thinned  and  fincft  fort  of  cloth, 
wrapt  feveral  times  round  the  waiir, 
and  defcending  to  the  leg,  fo  as  to 
have  exactly  the  appearance  of  a 
full  fliort  petticoat.    Their  hair  is 
cut  fliort  behind,  and  turned  up 
before,  as  is  the  falhion  amon*  the 
O  aheiteans  and  New  Zcalanders  ; 
all  of  whom  differ,  in  this  refpeet, 
from  the  women  of  the  Friendly 
Iilands,  who  wear  their  hair  long. 
We  faw,  indeed,  one  woman  in  Ku- 


rakakooa  Bay,  whofe  hair  was  ar- 
ranged in  a  very  lingular  manner  : 
it  was  turned  up  behind,  and 
brought  over  the  forehead,  and 
then  doubled  back,  fo  as  to  form  a 
fort  of  lhade  to  the  face,  like  a 
fmall  bonnet. 

*'  Their  necklaces  ar,c  made  of 
fhclls,  or  of  a  hard,  Ihining,  red 
berry.  Bcfides  which,  they  wenr 
wreaths  of  dried  flowers  of  the  In- 
dian  mallow;  and  another  beauti- 
ful ornament,  called  crai-,  which 
is  generally  put  about  the  neck, 
but  is  fometimcs  tied  like  a  garland 
round  the  hair,  andibmcrimc*  won? 
in  both  thefe  ways  at  once,  as  mny 
be  fecn  in  the  print  of  the  wonv.m 
of  the  Sandwich  IflanJs.  It  ii  a 
ruff  of  the  thicknrts  of  a  finger, 
made,  in  a  curious  manner,  of  ex- 
ceedingly fmall  feathers,  woven  fo> 
clofe  together  as  to  form  a  fm  face 
as  fmooth  as  that  of  the  richclr  vel- 
vet. The  ground  was  generally  of 
a  red  colour,  with  alternate  circlet 
of  green,  yellow,  and  black.  Their 
bracelets,  which  were  alfo  of  great 
vaiietv,  and  very  peculiar  kinds, 
have  been  already  defcribed. 

44  At  Atooi,  fome  of  the  women 
wore  little  figures  of  rhc  turtle, 
neatly  formed  of  wood  or  ivory, 
tied  on  their  finger*  in  the  manner 
we  wear  rings.  Whv  this  animal 
is  thus  particularly  ditiinguinVd,  I 
leave  to  the  conjectures  of  the  cu- 
rious. There  is  alio  an  ornament 
made  of  (hells.  fai>cned  in  rows  on 
a  ground  of  ft  rung  netting,  fo  as  to 
flrike  each  other  when  in  motion  ; 
which  both  m~n  and  women,  when 
they  dance,  tic  cither  round  the 
arm  or  the  ar.vlc,  or  below  the knee* 
Inftcad  of  fliells  they  fomctimes 
make  ufc  of  dogs  teeth,  and  a  hard 
red  berry,  rcfembling  that  of  the 
oliy. 

**  'J "he re  remains  to  be  mentioned 
another  omatneur.    It  is  a  kind  of 

mane, 
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matk,  made  of  a  large  gourd,  with  "  In  addirion  to  the  furniture 
holes  cut  in  ic  for  the  eyes  and  nofe.  of  their  houfes,  which  has  been 
The  top  was  liuck  full  of  fmall  accurately  del'cribed  by  captain 
green  twigs*  which,  at  a  diftaiKC,  Cook,  I  ha*e  only  to  add,  that  at 
had  the  appearance  of  an  elegant  one  end  art  mats  on  which  they 
waving  plume  ;  and  from  the  lower  ilet- p,  with  wooden  pillows,  or  flcep- 
part  hung  narrow  (hipes  of  cloth,  in?  ttools,  exactly  like  thole  i.f  the 
rercmblinir  a  beard.  We  never  faw  Chihefe.  Sorriv  of  the  better  fort 
thefe  mafks  worn  but  twice,  and  of  houfes  h  ive  a  court-yard  before 
both  times  by  a  number  of  people  them,  neatly  railed  in,  with  fmaller 
together  in  a  canoe,  who  came  to  houfes  built  round  it,  for  their  fer- 
the  fide  of  the  Ihip,  laughing  and  vants.  In  this  area  they  generally 
drolling,  with  an  air  of  mafquerad  eat,  and  fit  daring  the:  day-time, 
ing.  Whether  th  y  may  not  like-  In  the  tides  of  the  hills,  and  among 
wife  be  ufed  as  a  defence  for  the  the  fteep  rocks,  we  alfo  obferved 
head  agai  iti  Hones,  for  which  they  feveral  holes  or  caves,  which  ap- 
feem  bed  deiigned,  or  in  fome  of  pcared  to  he  inhabited :  but  a*  the 
their  public  games,  or  be  merely  entrance  was  defended  with  wickcr- 
intendrd  tor  the  purpofes  of  mum-  work,  and  wc  alfo  found,  in  the 
mery,  we  couid  never  inform  our-  only  one  that  was  vifitcd,  a  fton$ 
fclves.  fence  running  acrofs  it  within,  we 

u  It  has  already  been  remarked,   imagine  they  are  principally  de- 
in  a  few  inflances,  that  the  natives   ftgned  for  places  of  retreat,  in  cafe 
of  the  Sandwich  I  Hands  approach   of  an  attack  from  an  enemy, 
nearer  to  the  New  /  ealanders,  in       «  The  food  of  the  lower  clafs  of 
their  manners  and  cufloms,  than  to  people  confifts  principally  of  fifh, 
either  of  their  lefs  diftant  neigh-   and    vegetables ;   fuch   as  yams, 
bours  of  the  Society  or  Friendly   fwcet  potatoes,  tarrow,  plantains, 
Iflands.    This  is  in  nothing  more   fugar-cames,  and  bread-fruit.  To 
obfervable  than  in  their  method  or   thefe  the  people  of  a  higher  rank 
living  together  in  fmall  town3  or  add  the  flefti  of  hogs  and  dogs, 
villages,  containing  from  about  one   drefled  in  the  fame  manner  as  at# 
hundred  to  two  hundred  houfes,   the  Saciety  Iflands.    They  alfo  eat 
built  pretty  clofc  together,  without   fowls  of  the  fame  domcflic  kind 
any  order,  and  having  a  winding   with  ours ;  bat  they  are  neither 
path  leading  through  them.   They   plentiful,  nor  much  efleemed  by 
are  generally  flanked,  toward  the   them.    It  is  remarked  by  captain 
fea,  with  loofe    detached   walls,  Cook,  that  the  bread-fruit  and  yams 
which  probably  arc  meant  both  for   appeared  fcarce  amongll  them,  and 
the  purpofes  of  flicker  and  defence,  were  reckoned  great  rarities.  We 
The  figure  of  their  houfes  has  been  found  this  not  to  be  the  cafe  on  our 
already  defcribed.    They  arc  of  fecond  vilitj  and  it  is  therefore 
different  fizes,  from  eighteen  feet   molt  probable,  that,  as  thefe  vege- 
by  twelve,  to  forty-five  by  twenty-  tables  were  generally  planted  in  the 
four.    There  are  lome  of  a  larger  interior  parts  of  the  country,  the 
kind  ;  being  fifty  feet  long  and   natives  had  not  had  rime  to  bring 
thirty  broad,  and  quite  open  at  one   them  down  to  us.  during  the  (hort 
end.    Thefe,  they  told  us,  were   flay  we  made  in  Wymoa  Bay.  Their 
defigned  for  travellers  or  ftranger3,   fifli  they  fait,  and  preferve  in  gourd- 
who  were  only  making  a  (hort  flay,     fliclls    not,  as  we  at  full  imagin- 
ed, 
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ed,  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  tire  to  reft  a  few  hours  after  fun- 
again  i\  any  temporary  fcarcity,  but  fet.  The  making  of  canoes  and 
from  the  preference  they  give  to  mats  forms  the  occupations  of  the 
falted  meats.  For  wc  alfo  found,  Erees  ;  the  women  are  employed  in 
that  the  Erce9  ufed  to  pickle  pieces  manufacturing  cloth ;  and  the  Tow- 
of  pork  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to*s  are  principally  engaged  in  the 
cflecmed  it  a  great  delicacy.  plantations  and  fifliing.    Their  idle 

44  Their  cookery  is  exactly  of  hours  arc  filled  up  with  various 
the  fame  fort  with  that  already  dc-  atr.ufemehts.     Their  young  men 
fcribed,  in  the  accounts  that  have  and  women  are  fond  of  dancing ; 
been  published  of  the  other  South  and,  on   more   folcmn  occafions. 
Sea  illands;   and  though  captain  they  have  boxing  and  wreitling 
Cook  complains  of  the  fournefs  of  matches,  after  the  manner  of  the 
their  tarrow  puddings,  yet,  in  juf-  Friendly  Iflands;  though,  in  all 
tice  to  the  many  excellent  meals  thefc  refpefts,  they  arc  much  in- 
they  afforded  us  in  Karakakooa  B.iy,  ferior  to  the  latter. 
I  mult  be  permitted  to  refcuc  them  «*  Their  dtuiceg  have  a  mucti 
from  this  general  cenfure,  and  to  neaaer  rcfcnibiauce  to  thofc  of  the. 
declare  that  I  never  e;»t  better  even  New  Zealandcr*  than  of  the  Ota- 
in  the  Friendly  Iflands.   It  is  how-  heiteans  or  Friendly  Iflande'rs.  They 
ever  remarkable,  that  they  had  not  are  prefaced  with  a  flow,  folcmn 
got  the  art  of  piefcrving  the  bread-  fong,  in  which  all  the  party  join, 
fruit,  and  making  the  lour  p,»ftc  of  moving  their  legs,  and  gently  llrik- 
it  called  Maihce,  as  at  the  Society  ing  their  brealis,  in  a  manner,  and. 
Iflands ;  and  it  was  fome  fatisfac-  with  attitudes,  that  are  perfectly 
tion  to  us,  in  return  for  their  great  eafy  and  graceful ;  and  fo  far  they 
kindnefs  and  hol'pitality,  to  have  it  are  the  fame  with  the  dances  of  the. 
in  our  power  to  teach  them  this  Society  Iflands.    When  this  has 
ufeful  fecret.    They  are  exceed-  hilled  about  ten  minutes,  both  the 
ingly  cleanly  at  their  meals ;  and  tjune  and  the  motions  gradually 
their  mode  of  drefling  both  their  quicken,  and  end  only  by  their  in- 
animal  and  vegetable  food,  was  uni-  ability   to  fupport   the  fatigue; 
verfally  allowed  to  be  greatly  fupc-  which  part  of  the  performance  is 
rior  to  our*.  The  chiefs  conftantly  the  exatt  counterpart  of  that  of  the 
begin  their  meat  with  a  dofe  of  the  New  Zealanders  ;   and   (as  it  is 
extract  of  pepper-root,  brewed  after  among  them)  the  perfon  who  ufes 
the  ufual  manner.   The  women  cat  the  raoft  violent  action,  and  holds 
apart  from  the  men,  and  arc  tabooed,  out  the  longeft,  is  applauded  as  the 
or  forbidden,  as  has  been  already  befl  dancer.    It  is  to  be  obferved, 
mentioned,  the  ufe  of  pork,  turtle,  that,  in  this  dance,  the  women  only 
and  particular  kinds  of  plantains,  take  a  part,  and  that  the  dancing 
However,  they  would  eat  pork  with  of  the  men  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
us  in  private  ;  but  wc  could  never  kind  with  what  we  faw  of  the  fmall 
prevail  upon  them  to  touch  the  two  parties  at  the  Friendly  Iflands ;  and 
laft  articles.  which  may,  perhaps,,  with  more 

**  The  way  of  fpending  their  propriety,  be  called  the  accompani- 

time  appears  to  be  very  limple,  and  ment  pf  fongs,  with  correfponding 

to  admit  of  f.ttlc  variety.    They  and  graceful  motions  of  the  whole 

rife  with  the  fun  ;  and,  after  en-  body.    Yet  as  we  were  fpcclators 

joying  the  cool  of  the  evening,  re-  of  boxing  exhibitions,  of  the  fame 
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kind  with  thofc  we  were  entertained  hair,  and  bca'ing  his  breaft,  after 

with  at  the  Frieooiy  Jflands,  it  is  lo ling  three  hatchets  at  one  of  thefe 

prob.tble  that  ihcy  h:id  likewifc  races,  which  he  h*d  juft  before 

their  grand  ceremonious  dances,  in  porchafed  from  us  with  half  his 

which  numbers  of  both  fexes  af-  lublrance. 

fifted.                                   «  "  Swimming  it  not  only  a  nccef- 

"  Their  mnfic  is  nlfo  of  a  ruder  f.sry  art,  in  which  both  their  men 

kind,  having   neither  flutes   nor  and  women  are  more  expert  than 

raeds,  norinttruments  of  any  other  any  people  we  had  hitherto  feen, 

fort,  that  wc  faw,  except  drums  of  but  a  favourite  diversion  amon^ft 

various  fizes.    But  their  fongs,  them.    One  particular  mode,  in 

which  they  fung  in  parts,  and  ac-  which  they  fometimesamufcd  them- 

company  with  a  gentle  motion  of  felvcs  with  this  exercife,  in  Kara- 

the  arms,,  in  the  fame  mar.ner  as  kakooa  Bay,  appeared  to  us  mofr 

the  Friendly  filandcrs,  had  a  very  perilous   and   extraordinary,  and 

pleating  effect,  well  deferving  a  diftincl  relation. 

*«  It  is  vcrv  remarkable  that  the  '«  The  furf,  which  breaks  on  the 
people  of  thefe  iilands  are  great  coaft  round  the  bay,  extends  to  the 
gamblers.    1  hey  have  a  game  very  di  fiance  of  sbont  one  hundred  and 
much  like  our  draughts;  but,  if  fifty  yards  from  the  more,  witbm 
one  may  judge  from  the  number  of  which  fpace,  the  furges  of  the  fea* 
fquares,  it  is  much  more  intricate,  accumulating  from  the  ftiallownefc 
The  board  is  about  two  feet  long,  of  the  water,  aredafhed  againftthc 
a*nd  is  divided  into  two  hundred  and  beach  with   prodigious  violence, 
thiny-efght  fquares,  of  which  there  Whenever,  from  ftormy  weather, 
are  fourteen  In  a  row,  and  they  or  any  extraordinary  fwell  at  fea, 
mate  ufe  of  black  and  white  pef>  rhc  mtperuofiry  of  the  furf  is  ta- 
bles, which  they. move  from  fquare.  cr<afcd  to  its' utmoft  height,  they 
to  fquare.  choofe  thar  time  for  this  amufe- 
•*  There  h  another  garaei  'whicfi  rncnt,  uhich  is  performed*  in  the 
confifis  in  hiding  a  ftone  under  a  following  manner.     Twenty  of 
piece  of  cloth,  which  on :  of  the  thirty  ot  the  natives,  taking  each  3 
parties  fpreads  out,  and  rumple/  *m  long  narrow  board,  rounded  at  the 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  pi  «ce  wn>rc  ends,  fet  out  together  from  the 
the  ftone  lies  is  difficult  to  be  diltin-  rhore.    The  firft  wave  they  meet 
guifticd.    The  antagonift,  with  a  they  plunge  under,  and  fuffering  it 
flick,  then  ftrikes  the  part  of  the  to  roll  over  them,  rife  again  beyond 
clcth  where  he  imagines  the  ftonC(  it,  and  make  the  bell  of  their  way 
to  be  ;  and  as  the  chances  arc,  upon  by  fwimming  out  into  the  fea.  The 
the  whole,  conriderahly  againft  his  fccond  wave  is  encountered  in  the 
hitting  if,  odds,  of  all  degrees,  va-  fame  manner  with  the  firft ;  the 
rying  with  the  opinion  of  the  lkill  great  difficulty  confiftin*  in  feizing 
of  the  parties,  arc  laid  on  the  fide  the  proper  moment  of  diving  under 
of  him  who  hides.  11,  which,  if  milled,  the  perfon  if 
«*  Btfidc*  thefe  games,  they  fre-  caught  by  the  furf,  and  driven  back 
qucntly  amufc  themfelves  wkh  r  :c-  again  with  great  violence  ;  and  ail 
ing-matches  betwren  the  boys  and  his  dexterity  is  then  required  to 
girls ;  and  here  again  they  wa^cr  prevent  himfclf  from  bein^  dafhed 
with  great  fpirit.    Ifawajnanin  a#ainft  rhc  rocks.    As  foon  as  they 
a  inn*!  violent  rage,  fearing  :  his  have -gained,  by  thefe  repeated  ef- 
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forts,  the  fmooth  water  beyond  the    of  it,  and  to  fet  its  dangers  at  de- 
furf,  they  lay  themfelves  at  length    fiance.    A  canoe  being  overfct,  irt 
on  their  board,  and  prepare  for   which  was  a  woman  with  her  child- 
their  return.    As  the  fun  contiits  reri,  one  of  them,  an  nfant,  who* 
of  a  ^numtxJr  01'  waves,  of  which    I  am  convinced,  was  riot  more  than, 
every  third  is  remarked  to  be  al-   four  years  old*  feemed  highly  de- 
ways  much  larger  than  the  others,    lighted  with  what  had  happened, 
and  to  flow  higher  On  the  fhorc,  the   fw'unm.ng  about  at  its  eafe,  and 
relk  breaking  iu  the  intermediate   playing  a  hundred  tricks,  till  th« 
fpace,  their  firrt  object  is  to  place   canoe  was  put  to  rights  again, 
themfclves  on  the  fummit  of  the       **  Bcfides  the  amufera^nts  I  have 
Urge  ft  (urge*  by  which  they  are   already  mentioned,  the  young  child* 
driven  along  with  amazing  rapidity   ren  have  one,  which  was  much 
toward  the  more.    If  by  millake   played  at,  and  lhevvcd  no  fmall  de* 
they  (hould  place  therofelves  on  one   gree  of  dexterity*    They  take  a 
of  the  fmallcr  waves,  which  breaks    thort  flick,  with  a  peg  (harpencd  at 
before  they  reach  the  land, or  fhould   both  e.vds,  running  through  one 
not  be  able  to  keep  their  plank  in  a  extremity  of  it,  and  extending  about 
proper  direction  on  the  top  of  the    an  inch  on  each  fide  ;  and  throw* 
fwell,  they  are  left  cxpofed  to  the    in*  up  a  ball  made  of  green  leaves 
fury  of  the  next,  and,  to  avoid  it,    moulded  together,  and  fecured  with, 
arc  obliged  again  to  dive  and  regain   twine,  they  catch  it  on  the  point 
khc  place  from  which  they  fet  out.    of  the  peg;  and  immediately  throw* 
Thofe  who  fuccecd  in  their  object:  ing  it  up  a^ain  ftora  the  peg,  they 
of  reaching  the  (bore,  have  lyll   turn  the  flick  round,  and  thus  keep 
the  grearcft  danger  to  encounter,   catching  it  on  each  peg  alternately, 
The  coaft  being  guarded  by  a  chain   without  miffing  it,  for  a  confider- 
ot  rocks,  with  here  and  there  a   able  time.    They  are  not  lefs  ex- 
fmall  opening  between  them,  they   pert  at  another  game  of  the  fame 
are  obliged  to  fleer  their  board   nature,  toiling  vp  in  the  air*  and 
through  ouc  of  thefe,  or,  in  cafe   catching  in  their  turns  a  number 
of  failure,  to  quit  it,  before  they   of  thefe  balls  ;  fo  that  we  frequent- 
reach  the  rocks,  and*  plunging  un-  ly  faw  little  children  thiis  keep  in 
der  the  wave*  make  the  bell  of  their   motion  five  at  a  tinie.    With  this 
way  back  again.    This  is  reckoned   latter  play  the  young  people  like- 
very  difgraceful,  and  is  alfo  at-  wife  divert  themfclves  at  the  Friend- 
tended  with  the  lofs  of  the  board,    ly  Iflands. 

which  t  have  often  feeri,  with  great  "  The  great  rcfemblance  which 
terror,  dallied  to  pieces,  at  the  very  prevails  in  the  mode  of  agriculture 
noment  the  iflandcr  quitted  it.  The  and  navigation,  amongft  all  the  in- 
bo'dnefsandaddrefs,  with  which  we  hibitancs  of  tne  South  Sea  iflands, 
faw  them  perform  thefe  difficult  and  leaves  me  very  little  to  add  on  thofe 
dangerous  manoeuvres,  was  altoge-  heads.  Captain  Cook  has  already 
ther  artoniflling,  and  is  fcarcely  td  defcribed  the  figure  of  the  canoes 
be  credited.  we  Ctw  at  Atooi.    Thole  of  the 

**  An  accident,  of  which  I  was  a  other  iflands  were  precifely  the 
near  fpe&ator,  fliews  at  how  early  fame  ;  and  the  largeft  ue  faw  was  a 
a  period  they  are  fo  far  familiarized  double  canoe  belonging  to  Tcrrcco* 
to  tht  water,  as  both  to  lofj  all  fears   boo,  which  mcafured  leventy  feet 
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in  lcngih,  thrre  and  a  hah' in  depth, 
and  twelve  in  breadth  ;  and  each 
was  hollowed  out  of  one  tree. 

44  The  progiefg  they  have, made 
in  fi-ulpture,  their  (kill  in  painting 
cloth,  and  their  manufacturing  of 
mats,  have  been  all  particularly 
defcribed.  The  moft  cur  ous  fpe- 
ciraens  of  the  former,  which  we 
(aw  during  our  fecond  vilit,  are  the 
bowls,  in  which  the  chiefs  drink 
ava.  Thcfe  are  ufually  about  eit^h t 
or  ten  ir.ctu-s  in  diameter,  perfectly 
round,  and  beautifully  polifhed. 
They  arc  fupposted  by  three,  and 
fometimes  four  fmall  human  figures, 
m  various  attitudes.  Some  or  them 
reft  on  the  hands  of  their  fupport- 
eps,  extended  over  the  head  ;  others 
on  the  head  and  hands ;  and  fome 
on  the  (houlders.  The  figures,  I 
am  told,  are  accurately  proportion- 
ed, and  neatly  fintfhed,  and  even 
the  anatomy  of  the  mufcles,  in  fup- 
porting  the  weight,  well  expreflaL 

44  Their  cloth  is  made  of  the 
fame  material*,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  :it  the  Friendly  and  So. 
ciety  I  (lands.  I  hat  which  is  dc- 
figned  to  be  paia'.cd,  is  of  a  thick 
and  ftrong  texture,  feveral  folds 
being  beat  and  incorporated  toge- 
ther ;  after  which  it  is  cut  in 
breadths,  nbour  two  or  three  feet 
wide,  and  is  painted  in  a  variety  of 
patterns,  with  a  comprchennva- 
nefs  and  regularity  of  dlefign,  that 
befpeaks  infinite,  tafle  and  fancy* 
The  exaftnefs  with  which  the  moil 
intricate  patterns  are  continued,  is 
the  more  furprilmg,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  they  have  no  (tamps,  and 
that  the  whole  is  done  by  the  eye,, 
with  pieces  of  bamboo  cane  dipped 
in  paint ;  the  hand  being  (up port- 
ed by -another  piece  of  the  cane,  in 
the  manner  praclilcd  by  our  paint- 
ers. Their  colours  are  extracted 
from  the  fame  berries,  aqd  other 
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vegetable  fubflance*,  as  at  Ota- 
heite,  which  have  been  already  de- 
fcribed  by  former  voyagers. 

44  The  bufinefs  of  painting  be- 
longs entirely  to  the  women,  and  is 
called  kipparee  ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  they  always  gave  th«* 
fame  name  to  out  writing.  The 
young  women  would  often  take  the 
pen  out  of  our  hands,  and  (hew  us, 
that  they  knew  the  ufe  of  it  as  well 
as  we  did  ;  at  the  fame  time  tell- 
mg  us,  that  our  pens  wero  not  fo 
good  Xi  theirs.  They  looked  upon 
a  (heet  of  written  paper  as  a  piece 
of  cloth  llriped  after  the  fafliion  of 
out  country  ;  and  it  was  not  with- 
out the  utmott  difficulty  that  we 
could  make  them  undcriUnd,  that 
our  figures  had  a  meaning  in  them 
which  theirs  had  nor. 

44  Their  mats  are  made  of  the 
leaves  of  the  pandanus,  and,  as 
well  as  their  cloths,  arc  beautifully 
worked  in  a.  variety  of  patterns,  and 
ftained  of  different  colours.  Some 
hava  a  ground  of  pale  green,  (por- 
ted with  ltjuarcs,  or  remboids,  of 
red  ;  others  are  of  a  ft  raw  colour, 
("potted  with  green  ;  and  others  are 
worked  with  beautiful  llripes,  either 
in  ftraight  or  waving  lines  of  red 
and  brown.  In  this  article  of  ma>» 
luifaflure,  whether  we  regard  the 
(trcnyth,  finenefs,  or  beauty,  they 
certainly  excel  the  whole  world. 

44  Their  fifliing-hooks  arc  made 
of  mother-of- pearl,  bone,  or  wood* 
pointed  and  barbed  with  fmall 
bones,  or  tonoifc-lhell.  They  arc 
of  various  fizes  and  forms ;  but  the 
moft  common  are  about  two  or  three 
inches  long,  and  made  in  the  ftiape 
of  a  fmall  fifti,  which  ferves  as  a 
bait,  having  a  bunch  of  feathers 
tied  to  the  head  or  tail.  Thofe 
with  which  they  fi(h  for  (harks  are 
of  a  very  large  (ize,  being  gene- 
rally fix  or  eight  inches  long.  Coa- 
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fclcring  the  materials  of  which 
thefe  hooks  are  made,  their  llrength 
and  neatnefs  are  really  atloniihing ; 
and,  in  tact,  we  found  them, 
upon  trial,  much  fupcrior  to  our 
o*n. 

*«  The  line  which  they  ufe  for 
fiihing,  for  making  nets,  and  for 
other  domcilic  purpofes,  is  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  finenefs,  and  is 
made  of  the  bark  of  the  toura,  or 
cloth  tree,  neatly  and  evenly  twill- 
ed, in  the  fame  manner  as  om  com- 
mon twine,  and  may  be  .continued 
to  any  lcngih.  They  have  a  tine* 
.fort,  made  of  the  bark  of  a  fmaJl 
fhrub  called  arcemah  ;  and  the  fineft 
3s  mai'e  of  human  hair;  but  this 
laft  is  chiefly  ul'ed  for  things  of  or- 
nament. They  alio  make  cordage 
of  a  ftronger  kind,  for  the  rigging 
of  their  canoes,  from  the  fibrous 
Routings  of  the  cocoa  nuts.  Some 
of  this  we  purchafed  for  our  own 
life,  and  lound  it  well  adapted  to 
the  fmaller  kinds  of  running  rig- 
ging. They  likew  ife  make  another 
ibrt  of  cordage,  which  is  flat,  and 
exceedingly  ftrong,  and  ul'cd  prin- 
cipally in  laMing  the  roofing  or  their 
lioufe^,  or  whatever  they  wifli  to 
fatten  tight  together.  This  laft  is 
not  twitted  lUe  the  former  forts, 
but  is  made  of  the  fibrous  .firings  of 
the  cocoa- nut's  coat,  plaited  with 
the  fingers,  in  the  manner  our  fail- 
ors  make  their  points  for  the  reef- 
ing  of  fails. 

"  The  gourJs,  which  grow  to 
fo  enormous  a  fize,  that  fome  or' 
thein  are  capable  of  cont.ining 
from  ten  to  nvekc  gallons,  aic  ap- 
plied to  all  manner  of  domeiiic 
purpofes  ;  and  in  order  to  fix  them 
the  better  to  their  rcfpeclive  uf  s, 
they  have  the  ingenuity  to  give 
Xhem  different  forms,  by  tying 
bandages  round  them  during  their 
growth.  Thus  fome  of  them  are 
of  a  Ions  cylindrical  form,  as  bell 


adapted  to  contain  their  Cfliing- 
tackle  ;  others  are  of  a  di(h  form, 
and  thefe  fervc  to  hold  their  iult, 
and  faired  prowhons,  their  pud- 
dings, vegetables,  &c.  which  two 
forts  have  neat  clofe  covers,  made 
likewife  of  the  gourd  j  others  agaiu 
are  exactly  the  fhapc  of  a  bottle 
with  a  long  neck,  and  ia  thele  they 
kerp  their  water.  They  have  like- 
wile  a  method  of  fcoring  them  with 
a  heated  inttrument,  lo  as  to  give 
them  the  appearance  of  bang  paint- 
ed, in  a  variety  or  ueat  and  ele- 
gant tfefigns. 

u  Among  ft  their  arts,  we  mud 
not  forget  that  of  miking  fait, 
with  which  we  were  amply  fup- 
plied  during  our  llay  at  thele 
lliands,  and  which  was  perfectly 
good  of  its  kind.  Their  fait  pans 
arc  made  of  earth,  lined  wth  cl  y  ; 
being  generally  fix  or  eight  feet 
fquare,  and  about  eight  inch  s 
deep.  They  are  railed  upon  a  bank 
of  llones  nrarthe  h^h  water  mar:*, 
from  whence  the  fait  water  i>  con- 
ducted to  the  foot  of  them  in  fmall 
trenches,  o  it  of  which  they  arc 
filled,  and  the  fun  quickly  per- 
forms the  nccellary  procefs  of  et  a- 
po  ation.  ri  he  l"a)t  we  procu-ed  at 
Atooi  and  Onecheow,  on  our  riilt 
viiit,  was  of  a  bro  tn  and  dirty 
fort;  but  that  which  we  afterward 
got  in  Kaakakooa  Hay,  was  wh  te, 
and  or  a  moll  excellent  quality, 
and  in  grcar  abundance*  Befides 
the  quantity  we  ufed  in  fairing 
pork,  we  filled  all  our  empty  calk-, 
amounting  to  lixtcen  puncheons, 
in  the  Kcfolution  only. 

*'  Their  initruments  nf  war  are 
fpears  ;  daggers,  called  pahooas  ; 
clubs  ;  and  flings.  The  1  pears  are 
of  two  forts,  and  made  of  a  hard 
fblid  wood,  which  has  much  the 
appearance  of  mahogany.  One  fort 
U  from  fix  to  eight  feet  in  length, 
finely  poltfhcd,  and  gradually  in- 
G  3  creafing 
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crcafing  in  thicknefs  from  the  ex- 
tremity till  within  about  half  a  foot 
of  the  point,  which  tapers  fud- 
denly,  and  is  fumilhed  with  four 
or  fix  rows  of  barbs.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  thefe  might  be  ufed 
in  the  way  of  darts.  The  other 
fort,  with  which  we  faw  the  war- 
riors at  Owhyhee  and  Atooi  moftly 
armed,  are  twelve  or  fifteen  feet 
long,  and,  inftead  of  being  barbed, 
terminate  toward  the  point,  like 
their  daggers. 

44  The  dagger,  or  pahooa,  is 
pa.de  of  heavy  black  wood,  re- 


fembling  ebony.  Its  length  if 
from  one  to  two  feet,  with  a  ft  ring 
p&ffing  through  the  handle,  for  the 
purpofc  of  fufpending  it  to  the 
arm. 

44  The  clubs  are  made  indiffer* 
ently  of  feveral  forts  of  wood. 
They  are  of  rude  workmanihip,  and 
of  a  variety  of  flvipes  and  fixes. 

44  The  llings  have  nothing  lin- 
gular about  them,  and  in  no  re- 
fpe&  differ  from  our  common  fling? , 
except  that  the  (lone  is  lodged  on  a 
piece  of  matting  inftead  of  lea- 
iher." 
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On  the  AUTHORITY  of  HOMER,  as  an  HISTORIAN. 

[From  Mr.  Mitfosp's  Hiftory  of  Greece. J 

"  QUCH  then  were  the  Trojan  teftimony.    Indeed  the  connection 

O  war  an<*  »ts  confequcnccs,  and  the  clearness  of  Grecian  hif- 

according  to  the  bell  of  the  uncon-  tory  through  the  very  early  tiroes 

ne&cd  and  defective  accounts  re-  of  which  Homer  has  treated,  ap- 

maining,  among  which  thofe  of  Ho-  pear  extraordinary,  when  compar- 

iner  have  always  held  the  firft  rank,  cd  with  the  darknefs  and  uncertainty 

The  authority,   however,  of  the  that  begin  in  the  inftant  of  our  lof- 

grcat  poet  as  an  hiilorian  has  in  ing   hi>    guidance,    and  continue 

modern  timet  been  vai  ioufly  efti-  through  ages.  In  confirmation  then 

mated.    Among  the  ancients  it  was  of  this  prefump«ive  evidence,  we 

lefs  queftioned.    As  it  is  of  the  have  very  complete  poutive  proof 

bigheft  importance  to  the  hiflory  of  of  the  only  po'mt  that  could  admit 

the  cat ly  ages  that  it  fhould  have  its  of  it,   his  geography;  which  has 

due  weight,  I  will  mention  here  wonderfully  flood  the  moft  fcru;>u- 

fomc  of  the  principal  circumitanccs  lous  inquiries  from  thole  who  were 

of  proof  in  irs  favour:  others  will  every  way  qualified  to  make  th<m. 

occur  hereafter.    In  Isomer's  atje  From  all  rhefe,  with  perhaps  orher 

then,   it  ihould  be   remembered,  confiderarions,    followed  what  we 

poets  were  the  only  hiftorians  ;  from  may  add  in  the  fourth  place,  the 

which  though  it  does  not  at  all  fol-  credit  paid  to  Homer's  hiltory  by 

low  that  poets  would  always  fcru-  the  n  oit  judicious  prolc-writers  of 

puloufly  adhere  to  truth,  yet  it  ne-  antiquity,    and   among  the  early 

ceflarily  follows,  that  veracity  in  ones  particularly  by  Tbucydides. 

hifiorical  narration  would  make  a  But  the  very  farr>e  of . the  principal 

large  (hare  of  a  poet's  merit  in  pubr  perfons  and  even  s  celebrated  by 

lie  opinion  :  a  cireumftance  which  Homer  feems  to  have  led  fomc  to 

the  common  ufe  of  written  records  queftion  their  reality.    Perhaps  it 

and  profe  hiftories  inftantly  and  to-  may  not  be  an  improper  digrtflinn 

tally  altered.   The  probability,  and  here  to  bring  to  the  reader's  rccol- 

the  very  remarkable  confiftency.  of  lecTion  a  paflage  in  the  hiltory  of 

Homer's  hiflorical  anecdotes,  van-  the  Biirifh  iflands,  bearing  fo  clo'e 

pufly  difperfed  as  they  aR  among  an  analogy  to  fomc  ot  the  mort  rc- 

hls  poetical  details  and  embellifli-  markable  circumtl  mccs  in  Homer's 

mints,  form  a  fecond  and  powerful  hiftory,  that,  it  affords  no  inconfi- 
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dcrable  collateral  fupporr  to  that  mod  powerful  prince  of  Ireland,  at 
poet's  authority  as  a  faithful  n  l.uer  their  head.  Lcinller  was  invaded, 
of  tacls,  and  painter  of  manners,  the  princefs  was  recovered,  and. 
Exploits  like  that  of  Paris  were,  in  af:cr  holltlities  continued  with  va- 
thc  UeUth  century,  not  uncommon  rio*  a  fucce  s  during  many  years, 
in  Ireland..  In  a  lower  line  they  Dermot  was  expelled  from  his  king- 
have  been  frequent  there  lb II  in  our  dom.  Thus  tar  the  refembiance 
days;  bu:  in  that  nge  popular  opt-  holds  with  much  exactness.  The 
nion  was  fo  favourable  to  them,  that  fequcl  differs  :  tor  the  rape  of  Dcr- 
even  princes,  like  Jafon  and  Paris,  vorghal,  beyond  companion  infe- 
gloried  in  fuch  proofs  of  their  s-al-  rior  in  celerrity,  had  yet  cocfe- 
lantry  and  tpirit.  Dermot,  king  of  quences  far  more  important  than 
Leinfter,  accordingly  formed  a  defign  the  rape  of  Helen.  The  tdgitive 
on  Dcrvor^hal,  a  celebrated  beauty,  Dermot,  deprived  of  pihcr  hope, 
wife  of  O  Ruark,  king  of  Lcitrim  ;  applied  to  the  powerful  monarch  of 
and,  between  force  and  fraud,  ru*  the  neighbouring  lOand,  Henry  the 
fucceeded  incoming  her  off.  O'Ru-  SeconJ  ;  and  in  return  tor  afliftancs 
ark  refented  the  affront,  as  might  be  to  reftore  him  to  his  dominions,  of- 
expelled.  He  procured  a  confede-  fered  to  hold  them  in  vaflTalage  of 
racy  of  neighbouring  chieftains,  the  crown  of  England.  The  Eng- 
with  the  King  of  Connaught,  the  lifli  conquelt  of  Ireland  followed. 


On  the  ACCEPTATION  of  the  Word  «  TYRANT,**  among  the 

ANCIENT  GRECIANS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

«*  *T*HE  term  Tyrant,  among  the  nians  would  fo  hare  elected  Solon. 

X  Greeks,  had  a  very  differ-  Ufurpir  therefore  Is  not  a  convert- 
er fignifua-irm  fiom  what  it  now  iblc  term:  though  in  general  the 
bears  in  all  modern  languages.  It  Grecian  tyrants  were  ufurpen. 
meant  a  citizen  of  a  republic,  who  Without  a  favouring  party  among 
by  any  mean*  acquired  fovcreignty  the  people,  no  man  could  rife  to 
over  his  fellow-citizens.  Many  of  the  tyranny  :  therefore  a  man  of 
the  Greci-.n  tyrants  were  mcii  of  itniverfal  bad  character  could  not 
extraordinary  virtue,  who  ufed  their  become  a  tyrant.  But  the  violence 
power  in  ftiict  conformity  to  efta-  of  taction  among  the  Greeks  was 
blUlied  law,  and  very  advantage-  extreme :  enormous  feverities  were 
onfly  for  the  people  they  governed,  frequently  praltifed  again  ft  a  defeat- 
Thus  they  differed  widely  from  Ty-  cd  party:  perhaps  mo£t  cnormoas 
rants  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  When  the  prevailing  one  was  not 
the  word.  But  fome  even  were  headed  by  a  tyrant  ;  who  might 
raifed  to  the  dignity  of  tyrant  by  a  have1  authority  to  re  ft  rain  private 
voluntarv  decree  of  the  people  thein-  malice  and  check  popular  fury.  A 
fclves.  Plutarch  mentions  particu-  citizen,  however,  irregularly  raifed 
i  irly  Tynnondas  thus  elected  by  the  to  fovereignty  over  his  fe!low-citi« 
Eubucans,  and  1'itticus  by  the  My-  zens,  would  often  find  himfelf  very 
tyknatans;  and  he  fays  the  Athc*  infecure  in  his  exaltation.^  Popular 
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favour,  and  party  favour,  which  is 
a  more  confined  poput.ir  favour,  are 
extremely  liuole  to  hVhiate.  But 
firmnefs  is  neeeilary  to  c- mnand  J 
and  even  grc«t  .ibiUtics  mmcd  with 
fortunate  ci  i  cu  :11ft  hi:  cc-  wouid  with 
difficulty,  in  luch  a  tiiuaticn,  avoid 
the  neceffit*  ot  occainmal  fc verity  ; 
weak  mind*  and  morofe  tempers 
would  naturally  fall  into  cruelty. 
The  outcry  a^ainft  ;yranti  then  has 
been  tii  A  r..ifed  l»y  the  diiapnoint- 
mem  or  r  .ttion  ;  tor  among  the  an- 
cient* the  application  was  arbitra- 
rily applied  ;  the  pcrfon  to  whom 


it  was  given  being  often  really  no 
more  than  the  leader  of  a  faction  • 
and  (bmetimcs,  as  we  have  juft  feeti, 
a  fovereign  by  the  belt  of  all  rights, 
the  voice  of  the  people.  But  moil 
commonly  tyrants  were  more  or  lefs 
alurpers  of  power  which  the  laws 
of  their  country  foibad;  and  too 
frequent  feverities  were  ufed,  fome- 
timca  atrocious  crimes  perpetrated, 
to  acquire  that  power  or  to  retain 
it.  Hence  alone  the  modern  ac- 
ceptation of  the  term  Tyrant,  from 
which  it  is  ncceflkry  to  diftinguUh 
the  ancient 


Of  CHRIST'S  KIRK  of  the  GREEN. 

[From  the  Historical  and  Critic.il  DifTertation  on  the  Life  and  Writings  of 
1  Jambs  t(ie  Firft,  King  of  Scotland,  prefixed  to  the  Poetical  Remains 
of  that  Monarch.] 


nPHlS  ancient  poem  has,  by  men 
A  of  tafte,  always  been  eiiecm- 
cd  a  va'uablc  relique  of  the  old  Scot- 
tifh  poetry.  For  the  poetical  lan- 
guage of  the '  time,  the  ludicrous 
dcicrip  ions,  and  the  free  vtin  of 
genuine  wit  and  humour  which  runs 
through  it,  it  19,  even  at  this  day, 
read  with  plcafuic.  It  mull  be  va- 
luable, were  its  t  nly  merit  that  ot 
being  delcriptivc  ot  the  humour  and 
manners  of  the  country  350  years 
Sgo. 

•*  I  am  aware,  that  the  general- 
ity of  late  writers  have  attributed 
this  poem  to  chat  gallant  prince 
James  V.  who  was  alto  a  poet.  1 
mall  examine  this  point ;  and  I  hope 
J  fliall  be  able,  notwith Handing . 
many  great  authorities  to  the  con- 
trary, to  make  it  evident,  that 
Tames  I*  was  the  author  of  Chrili's 
Kirk  of  the  Green. 

"I  {hall  begin,  by  dating  the 
authorities  which  give  this  poem  to 
king  James  V.  ;     ■  •  ' . 


"  The  oldeft  of  thefe,  fo  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  difcover,  is  that 
of  bifhop  Edmund  Gibfon,  who. 
Anno  1691,  publiflied  an  edition  at 
Oxford  of  the  poem  of  ChrifPs 
Kirk  of  the  Green,  with  learned 
notes.  The  title  which  the  bimop 
gives  his  hook,  is  '«  Chrift's  Kirk 
on  the  Green,  compofed,  as  is  fup- 
poicd,  by  king  James  V.'' — And, 
in  an  elegant  Latin  preface  to  this 
poem,  he  thus  writes,  44  Gratulor 
tibi  ledor,  et  Mufis,  regem  in  Par- 
naflb,  non  infcliciter  fomniantcm.— 
De  jacohi,  ejus  nominis  apud  Sco- 
tos  Quinti,  familia,  eruditiqns, 
lcientia  militart,  confulcndi  funt 
hiltorkoruin  annales.  Pnncipcm 
autem  hunc  poelin  deperiilTc,  nil 
mirum  :  commune  id  illi,  cum  au- 
guitirfimis  aliis  viris,  qui  haud  pauci 
carmen  in  dcliciis  habuere." 

44  The  next  authority  is  the  edi- 
tor of  the  lad  edition  of  Gavin 
Douglas's  Tranflation  of  Virgil's 
jEueis,    putritfhed  at  Edinburgh, 
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1710,  who,  in  his  preface,  thus 
mentions  this  poem  ;  44  with  notes 
publifhed  at  Oxford  fome  years  ago, 
t>y  a  celebrated  writer  on  the  fam- 
ous poem  of  king  James  V.  cnti» 
tied,  ChritVs  Kirk  on  the  Green." 

**  On  the  fame  fide  is  Tanner, 
bithop  of  St.  Afaph,  who,  in  his 
Bibliotheca  Britannico  -  Hibernica, 
fwb  Toce  Jacobi  Quinti,  Regis  Sco- 
tia*, mentions  the  poem  of  Ch  rill's 
Kirk  of  the  Green  as  written  by 
that  prince,  and  adds,  44  Edidic, 
notifquc  illuftravk  cl.  Edmond  Gib- 
fon,  Oxon.  169!,"  Tanner's  Bi- 
bliotheca was  publifhed  fo  late  as 
the  year  1748. 

**  Thefc  are  the  only  ancient  and 
pofitive  authoiities  that  I  hare  fcen, 
which  attribute  this  poem  to  king 
James  V.  1  mall  fum  up  the  whole- 
arguments  on  that  fide  of  the  tjuef- 
tion  from  an  author  of  ilill  greater 
weight  than  any  of  the  ;.bove,  that 
is,  the  learned  Sir  David  Dairy  tu- 
ple, lord  Hailes,  whole  opinion, 
although  he  candidly  does  not  de- 
cide, is  on  the  fame  tide  with  the 
above  authors. 

44  Lord  Hailes  argues  thus, 

44  Firlf,  Major,  in  his  life  cf  king 
James  I.  mentions  fev  crnl  pieces 
written  bv  that  prince,  but  fays  no- 
thing of  Chrift's  Kirk  of  the  Green* 

44  Secondly,  The  poem  mentions 
«4  Peebles  at  the  Play,"  which  lord 
Hailes  is  of  opinion  relates  to  a  more 
modern  aera  than  the  age  of  king 
James  I. ;  And, 

**  Lafrly,  Bifhop  Gibfon  and  hi- 
lltop Tanner,  and  the  editor  of  G.t- 
vin  Douglas's  Virgil,  all  agree  in 
attributing  the  poem  of  thrill's 
Kirk  of  the  Green  to  king  James  V. 

**  I  (hall  attempt  to  anfvter  the'e 
arguments  in  thctr  order  ;  and  to 
the  firlf, 

44  That  Major,    who  mentions 
two  or  three  pieces,  fa  id  to  be  com- 
pofed  by  king  James  J.  docs  not 
o 


mention  the  poem  of  Chrift's  Kirk, 
is  an  argument  entirely  negative, 
and  can  infer  no  direct  conclufion 
that  king  James  I.  might  not  hare 
been  the  author  of  that  poem,  as 
well  as  of  feveral  other  pieces  nor 
mentioned  by  Major,  of  which,  for 
certain,  he  was  the  author,  vix. 
Rythrai  Latini,  et  de  Mufica,  men- 
tioned by  Dempftcr,  and  fome  other 
poems  mentioned  by  other  authors. 
Major  does  not  pretend  to  give  a 
full  enumeration  of  the  works  of 
James,  but,  after  mentioning  twu 
or  three  of  his  pieces,  adds,  44  Et 
plunmi  codices,  adhuc  apud  Sco- 
tos.' 

44  To  the  fecond,  as  to  the  aera 
of  the  plays  of  Peebles :  The  an- 
uiverfaiy  games  or  plays  at  Peebles 
arc  of  fo  high  antiquity,  that,  at 
this  day,  it  is  only  from  tradition, 
joined  to  a  few  remains  of  antiquity, 
that  we  can  form  any  conjecture 
refpc&ing  the  age  of  their  jnftiro 
tion,  or  even  trace  the  veftlges  of 
•what  thefc  games  were.  Any  ar- 
gument, therefore,  deduced  from 
the  a:ra  of  the  inftitution  of  the 
plays  at  Peebles,  inclines  to  the  op- 
pohtc  fide  from  lord  Hailes.  That 
this  town,  litU4ted  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tweed,  in  a  paftoral  country, 
abounding  with  game,  was  much 
retorted  to  by  our  ancient  Scottifli 
princes,  is  certain.  Kiug  Alexan- 
der III.  is  faid  to  have  had  a  hunt- 
ing feat  here ;  the  place  where  it 
(rood  is  ftill  pointed  out.  We  are 
toid  by  Boetius,  that  the  mo 
nailery  of  Crols  Church,  now  in 
ruins,  was  built  by  that  prince; 
and  anciently  our  princes  occafion* 
ally  took  up  their  refidence  in  the 
religious  houfes.  Contiguous  to  it 
is  a  piece*  of  ground,  of  old  fur« 
rounded  with  walls,  and  ftill  called 
the  King**  Orchard ;  and  on  the 
Dppoiite  .fide  of  the  river  is  the 
King**  Gre*u.    The  plays  wxrq 
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probably  the  golf,  a  game  peculiar 
to  the  Scots,  foot-ball,  and  (hoot- 
ing for  prizes  with  bow  and  arrow. 
The  (hooting  butts  ftill  remain. 
Archery,  within  the  memory  of 
man,  was  kept  up  at  Peebles ;  and 
an  ancient  filver  prize  arrow,  with 
feveral  old  medallions  appended  to 
it,  as  1  am  informed,  is>  iHU  pre- 
ferved  in  the  town-houle  of  Pee- 
bles. 

"  And  to  the  laft  argument,  to 
wit,  the  authorities  of  bithops  Gib- 
fon  and  Tanner,  and  the  editor  of 
Gavin  Douglas's  Virgil,  all  of 
whom  attiibute  the  above  poem  to 
king  J-imes  V.  All  thefe  writers 
are  fo  modern,  and  fo  remote  from 
the  age  of  James  I.  or  even  of 
James  V.  that  they  can  prove  no- 
thing.  The  oldeft  of  thefe  wri- 
ters, biftiop  Gibfon,  did  not  pub- 
li(h  his  book  till  the  year  1691,  that 
is,  14c  years  after  the  death  of 
king  James  V.  and  250  years  after 
the  death  of  king  Jatnes  I.  Befides 
Gibi'on,  upon  whofe  bare  atlertion 
the  other  two  later  writers  profcf- 
fedly  rely,  fpeaks  but  dubiouily  ; 
his  words,  as  on  the  title  page  of 
the  poem,  are,  •*  Compofed,  as  it 
la  fuppofed,  by  king  James  V.* 

**  Having1  thus  ihown  the  inef- 
ficiency of  the  arguments  and  au- 
thorities which  attribute  this  poem 
to  king  James  V.  I  now  proceed  to 
prove*  that  it  was  undoubtedly  the 
work  of  king  James  I. 

44  The  mod  ancient  tcftimony 
for  this  opinion,  is  that  of  Mr. 
George  Banantyne,  to  whofe  tafte 
and  induftry  we  owe  a  MS.  col- 
Je&ion  of  many  fine  old  Scottifh 
poems  prior  to  the  year  1  ;68,  which 
is  the  date  of  his  manufcript* 

«»  In  Banatotyne's  book,  the  firft 
poem  in  point  of  antiquity,  UChrill's 
Kirk  of  the  Green,  which  at  the 
and  of  k,  as  was  the  fatyion  of  the 
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time,  bears  this  fignature,  •»  Quod 

king  James  1.' 

**  Banantyne*s  manufcript  was 
fini(hcd  in  1  c6S,  within  26  years  of 
the  death  of  James  V.  B.mantyne 
m*y  then  be  reckoned  to  have  been 
contemporary  with  that  prince.  His 
tertimony,  therefore,  not  only 
proves  negatively  that  king  James 
V.  was  not  the  author,  but  like- 
wife,  that  universal  tradition  and 
report,  in  this  lalt  prince's  time,  at- 
tributed this  poem  to  his  royal  an* 
celtor  king  James  I. 

*'  Farther,  although  it  may  not 
be  eafy  to  afecrtain  the  age  of  any 
writing  from  irs  language,  yet  I  ap. 
prehend  there  antes  itrong  internal 
evidence  from  the  poem  itfelf,  that 
it  belongs  to  an  a^c  more  ancient 
than  that  of  king  James  V. 

**  King  James  I.  was  carried  t* 
England  in  the  year  1404,  and  re- 
mained at  rhe  courts  of  king  Hem/ 
IV.  V.  and  VJ.  until  the  year  14.23, 
when  he  returned  to  his  own  king, 
dom;  fome  years  after  which,  we 
may  conjecture  this  poem  to  have 
been  written.  If  it  is  compared 
with  any  of  the  poems  of  the  age 
of  king  James  V.  that  is,  a  century 
later,  we  (hull  find  the  language  of 
the  firft  much  more  antiquated  and 
difficult  to  be  unJerllood  than  that 
of  the  latter.  Let  us  make  the 
comparifon. 

"  In  the  mifcellany  of  f.ncient 
poems,  called  the  Ever  Green,  col* 
lefted  chiefly  from  Banantyne'*  ma- 
nufcript, the  firft  in  the  book  is, 
Chrift's  Kirk  of  the  Green,  and 
next  to  it  are  two  poem?,  the  Thif- 
«le  and  the  Rofe,  and  Virtue  and 
Vice.  The  fir  It  made  bv  Dunbar, 
upon  the  marriage  of  king  James 
IV.  and  Margaret  his  queen,  oa 
her  coming  to  Scotland,  and  before 
James  V.  was  bom.  Tne  other 
poem  is  written  by  Bclrenden,  dean 
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of  Murray,  and  addreflcd  to  king 
James  V.  then  a  youth.  Let  thefe 
two  poems  be  compared  with  Chrift's 
Kirk  of  the  Green,  and  I  appre- 
hend that  no  per  Ton  who  is  verUnt  in 
the  ScottiAi  language  will  have  any 
difficulty  in  pronouncing  Chrill's 
Kirk  to  be  the  moft  ancient  of  the 
three  poems.  To  any  Scotfman, 
who  is  tolerably  acquainted  with  the 
orthography  of  the  Scott  ifh  lan- 
guage about  200  years  ago,  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  in  undemand- 
ing every  phrafe,  nay  almoft  every 
word  ufed  in  the  two  poems  of  Dun- 
bar and  Bellenden,  written  in  king 
James  IV.  and  V.'s  time ;  while  in 
the  more  ancient  poem  of  Chrift's 
Kirk,  he  muft,  in  almoft  every 
ftanza,  meet  with  fome  phrafe  or 
word,  the  true  meaning  of  which 
-  tie  muft  be  at  a  lofs  to  explain. 
«*  I  am  willing,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  allow,  that,  in  a  ludicrous  poem, 
defcribing  the  humour  of  the  coun- 
try, feveral  words  ufed  by  the  vul- 
gar may  affectedly  have  been  intro- 
duced ;  yet,  after  all,  this  will  not 
reconcile  or  make  up  for  the  appa- 
rent antiquitv  of  phrafe,  as  well  as 
of  words,  \ynich  runs  through  the 
whole  of  the.  poem  of  Chrift's  Kirk 
©f  the  Green. 

**  I  lhall  conclude  with  another 
argument  that  arifes  from  the  poem 
itielf,  which,  in  my  apprehenfion, 
is  decifiye  of  the  point  in  quef- 
tion. 

•*  Whoever  reads  the  poem  of 
.  Chrift's  Kirk,  firnply  as  a  piece  of 
wit  and  humour,'  comes  very  far 
fhort,  I  imagine,  of  the  patriotic 
defign  and  intention  pf  its  author. 
I  (hall  endeavour  to  iHuflrate  this. 

•'In  the  time  of  James  I,  ar- 
chery, as  a  military  art,  was  prac- 
tifed  over  all  Europe.  The  Eng- 
lifh  archers  were  remarkably  expert 
£n  the  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow  : 


they  were  commonly  Rationed  t« 
the  van  of  the  army,  and  began  the 
fight  by  a  flight  of  arrows ;  and, 
when  the  enemy  was  thrown  into 
diforder,  they  ruflied  in  upon  them 
with  their  battle  axes.  The  cele- 
brated victory  gained  by  king  Henry 
V.  at  Aaiacourt,  was  decided  by 
the  Englim  archers. 

«*  King  James,  on  his  return  to 
his  own  kingdom,  among  many 
other  abufes  of  the  late  weak  go- 
vernment, under  his  uncles  the 
dukes  of  Albany,  while  he  was  a 
prifoner  in  England,  found,  that 
the  practice  of  archery  had  been 
greatly  neglected  among  his  fub- 
jects.  As  this  appeared  to  be  an 
object  of  much  importance  to  the 
(late,  James,  in  bis  very  flrft  par- 
liament, palfes  an  act,  ordaining 
**  Every  peribn  after  twelve  yearg 
of  age  to  bulk  (i.e.  equip)  himfelf 
as  an  archer :  that  bow  marks  be 
maid  near  every  paroch  kirk,  whar- 
in  on  holydays,  men  may  cum  and 
fchutte  at  lead  thrice  about,  and 
have  uf.ige  of  archerie  ;  and  wha 
fa  ufes  not  the  faid  archcrie,  the 
laird  of  the  land,  or  the  flier  riff, 
fall  raife  of  him  a  wedder."  We 
find  another  ftatute  in  the  third 
parliament  of  the  fame  monarch, 
appointing  waipon-fchawing  four 
times  in  the  year,  with  bow  and 
arrow. 

*'  James  did  not  allow  the  matter 
to  reft  here  ;  he  knew  th.it  ridicule 
often  has  a  ftronger  effect  in  expof- 
ing  ignorance  and  correcting  abufes, 
than  penalties  enjoined  by  law. 

"  His  poem  of  Chrift's  Kirk,  is 
almoft  one  continued  ironical  ratire 
upon  the  aukward  management  of 
the  bow,  and  the  neglect  into  which 
archery  had  then  fallen  in  Scotland. 
To  make  his  fubjects  fenfible  of  the 
difgrace  they  incurred  by  their 
fluuncfu-l  ignorance  of  the  ufe  oi 
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their  arms,  and  to  re-eftablifh  the  while  archery  in  England,  and  on 

difcipline  of  the  bow  amongil  them,  the  continent,   dill  continued  tot 

was  an  object  worthy  the  care  of  make  a  confide rable  figure  in  the 

this  wife    and  warlike    monarch,  military  art.   At  length,  the  intro- 

The  continuator  of  Fordun's^Scotj-  du&ion  of  band  fire-arms,  the  bag- 

Chronicou  remarks,  that,  notwiih-  butt,  arquebufs,  and  match-lock, 

(binding  his  attention  to  thir,  af-  put  an  end  to  archery,  and  to  the 

ter  his  death,  archery  declined :  ufe  of  the  bow  in  war,  about  the, 

M  Pod  cuj us  mortem  (facobi  Primi)  end  of  the  icth  century, 

lugubrem,  omnes  quad  indiffcren-  "  The  94th  a£t  of  king  James 

ter  arcus  et  arcilia  rejecerunt,  et  V.  mentions  that  the  febott  of  guns, 

cum  lanceis  equitare  fe  dederunt :  hagbutts,  and  other  fmall  artaillarte, 

ita  quod  nunc  in  curia  maguatis,  were  comounlie  ufed  in  war  in  all 

ubi  funt  centum  homines,  et  o&o-  countries.    That  ftatute,  therefore, 

ginta  lanccas,  vix  Ccx  reperies  ar-  enacts,  That  every  landed  man  of 

citenentes."  100/.  (hall  have  a  bagbutt,  with 

u  A  remarkable  dricovery,  made  calmes  for  calling  bullets,  and  with 

a  little  before  this  time,  battened  powder  convenient  for  ufe. 

the  downfal  of  archery,  I  mean  the  *'  From  this  it  appears  obvious, 

invention  of  gunpowder,  and  the  that  the  ufe  of  the  bow  in  war  was, 

nfe  of  artillery .  in  the  reign  of  James  V.  quite  lard 

**  The  firfr  fiere  of  importance  afide.  The  fine  irony  then,  fo  pro- 
sn  which  cannon  Kerns  to  have  been  per  for  ridiculing  the  fhameful  want 
employed,  was  the  famous  fiege  of  of  flrill  in  archery,  which  runt 
Orleans  by  the  Englifh,  in  which  through  the  poem  of  Chrift's  Kirk, 
the  earl  of  Salifbury,  the  Englifh  is  loft,  if  applied  to  any  other  asm 
general,  was  killed  by  a  cannon-  than  that  of  James  I. ;  more  parti- 
ball.  Artillery,  in  a  few  years  af-  cwlarly  fo,  if  applied  to  that  of 
ter,  was  introduced  into  Scotland.  James  V.  when  fire-arms  were  in- 
Of  this  we  have  a  melancholy  proof  traduced  and  encouraged  by  th* 
in  the  death  of  king  James  II.  and  public  laws  of  the  kingdom.  From 
of  the  want  of  ikitl  at  that  time  in  the  whole  of  this  evidence,  I  think, 
the  management  of  artillery  ;  that  there  can  remain  no  difficulty  in 
prince  being  killed,  at  the  "fiege  of  agreeing  to  the  pofitive  teftimonv 
Roxburgh  caftlc,  by  the  burfling  of  of  Banantync,  the  contemporary 
an  over-loaded  cannon.  of  king  James  V.  that  his  anceilor 

•«  The  ufe  of  cannon  preceded  king  James  I.  was  the  author  of 

that  of  mulketry  for  many  years,  Chrift's  Kirk  of  the  Green 


»» 


Of  the  POEM  made  by  King  JAMES  the  Firfr,  on  JANE,  afterward* 
his  QUEEN,  while  be  was  a  Prifoner  in  England. 

[From  the  fame  Diflertation.] 

«ry,HlS  ancient  poem,  though    hid  for  thefe  three  centuries,  and 
A    mentioned  by  fcveral  writers    probably  would  have  (bared  the 
of  the  life  of  James  T.   and  well    fame  fate  with  mod  of  his  other 
known  in  his  time,  yet  has  lain   compofitions,  now  loll,  but  for  the 

prc- 
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prefcrvatioo  of  one  fmgle  manu*  mod  eminent  of  the  Troubadours* 
fcrij^t  copy  of  it,  which  is  uow  in  It  was  highly  in  faihion  in  the  age 
the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford,  of  Lydgatc,  G  j^er,  and  Clnucer, 
The  title  which  this  manufcript  and  continued  to  be  fo  down  to  the 
bears  is  44  The  Qnair  Maid  be  king  age  of  Speucer,  and  the  end  of 
Jams*  of  Scotland  the  Full,  ealht  queen  Elizabeth**  reign.  Every 
The  King**  Quair.  Maid  qu.  his  ftory  had  it*  moral,  and  was  told  in 
Ma.  w.i&jn  England."  the  way  of  allegory  and  vihoo.  The 

44  From  the  title  of  the  poem,  it  machinery  of  thefe  poena  were 
may  be  prelurncd  that,  in  the  age  fiery  dragons,  giant**  and  fairies; 
in  which  it  was  compofed,  it  w.u  the  fcencry  enchanted  forcfb,  caf* 
held  in  cftimation  by  the  public,  tics,  and  lakes.  The  virtue?,  vices, 
The  word  Quair,  in*  the  old  Eng-  and  palfions  were  perfopified,  and 
lifli  language,  fignifies  a  book:  the  mythology  was  a  mixture  of  the 
hence,  by  way  or  eminence,  this  .Greek,  Rormn,  Arabian,  and 
poem  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  Chriliian.  The  advancement  of 
of  the  King's  Book  ;  and,  in  th<it  learning  has  long  ban i (bed  this  falfe 
age,  it  mud  have  been  conlidered  as  taftc  ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
g  great  work.  perhaps  the  meaueft  modern  com- 

44  As  to  its  merit,  the  public,  af-  pofition,  even  the  ftimfy  dowers  of 
Her  due  confideration  of  the  age  in  a  monthly  mifccliany,  will  better 
which  it  was  written,  iuft  begin-  ftand  the  tell  of  criticilro  ;  yet  how 
oing  to  emerge  from  that  darknefs  fleetly  do  thefe  fli^it- lived  embryos 
that  had  lonj*  obfeured  the  weftcrn  vanillic  never  to  appear  again,  at 
hemifphere,  will  jud^c.  Thus  tar  the  approach  of  the  great  vilibnary 
.way,  I  think,  be  faid,  th.»t,  for  figures,  called  up  by  our  old  bards ! 
the  invention  and  fancy,  the  ge-  How  is  the  imagination  carried 
nuinc  (implicit?  of  fentinvnt,  and  away,  in  their  lofty  flights  into  the 
il>c  defcriptive  poetry  which  runs  regions  of  fancy*  adorned  with  the 
through  it,  it  is  a  rcruurkablc  work*    glow  of  genuine  poeiry  ! 

44  The  deligti,  or  theme,  is  the       4*  In  purfuing  the  fcvcral  parts 
royal  poet's  love  for  his  beautiful    of  the  allegorical  vifion   in  king 
mitlrcfs  Jane,  with  whom  he  be-    James's  poem,  perhaps  it  may  ap- 
camc'cnamourcd  while  a  prifoner  at    pear  prolix,  a  fault  which  atteads 
the  cattle  of  Windfor.    The  recol-    almoft  every  allegorical  poem,  lc 
ledtion  of  the  misfortunes  ot  his    might  be  imputed  to  prejudice,  were 
.youth,  his  early  ami  long  captivity,    1  to  rank  our  royal  poet  with  Chau- 
the  inc'jdvnt  which,  g.-wc  rife  to  his    ccr,  his  contemporary,  whofe  ge- 
Jove,    its  piMtv,   conttancy,   and    nius,  like  the  moming-ftar,  broke 
Kappv  iffuc,  aic  all  fct  forth  by  way    out  after  a  long  obfcirrc  night ! 
of  allegorical  viiior,  according  to       44  Chaucer,  the  father  of  Eng- 
the  reigning  tafle  of  the  age  or  king    tifli  poetry,  as  be  may  be  ftyled  the 
James  I.  as  we  find  trom  the  poems    firft,  fo  he  is  the  beft  poet  of  his 
of  Ch.i  iter,  Gower,  and  L)«jgate,    time.     His   univerfal   renius  has 
his  contcmpor.'iries  comprehended,  in  his  Canterbury 

*4  The  tartc  tor  poetical  allegory  Tales,  the  various  manners  and  hu- 
and  vifion  was  dc-ived  from  the  inours  of  every  rank  of  men  in  hit 
Provencal  writers,  which  prohably  atje  and  country,  from  bis  acconv 
was  introduced  into  England  by  plilhcd  knight,  who  had  ferved  in 
Richatd  I.  who  ranks  amon^  the    the  holy  wars,  down  to  the  reeve, 

plough- 
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On  the  ANTlQjnTT  of  the  SCOTTISH  MUSfcC,  [ui] 

£*oue1iman,  and  millers  And  be  «  It  rmtft  be  coofefled,  that  raa- 

has  fliewn  the  extent  of  his  genius  ny  of  the  beauties  of  this  ancient 

and  learning,  in  alrnotf  every  fpc-  poem  muft  cfcape  us,  /row  the  mu* 

cies  of  poetry,  fromhia  heroic  poem  Mbility  of  the  language  in  the  fpjee 

of  Palamon  and  Arrite  to  his  bai-  of  neaT  400  years  ;  an  imperfec-: 

bds. — Having  faid  this  in  prefer-  turn. attendant  on  every  living  lan- 

enee  of  Chaucer,  gunge*    What  Waller,  fays  in  his 

*•   I  may,  however,  be  allowed  elegant  veries   on   Chancer,  m 

to  compare  ttic  epifode  of  the  Court  Uie  laft  century,  may,  with  equal 

of  Venus,  m  the  following  poem  force,  be  applied  to  the  poetical  rc- 


of  James,  with  the  Court  of  Love  maim  of  kiug  James  J.  of 

of  Chaucer;  in  which  view,  if  i  bod:. 

am  able  to  judge,  our  poet  will  iofe       ■  . 

nothing  by  the  companion,  part.-  Mllft  carvJ  fn  ^  ?  n  (JrJk  *' 

cularly   in  the  poitiaiture  ot  toe  We  wr  tc  in  fund  ;  our  )anKrr.lK«  prom; 

miftrefs  of  each  poet.    The  Jane  of  And,  like  the  tide,  cur  wcnjti  vcHioww 

King  James  is  painted  with  as  much"  Chaucer  his  jenfe  can  only  i,<«a, 

bejwiy,  and  with  more  tender  delir  Jhe        w(  ];  \^'™<<*  l<;ftJ  . 

,      ,  t>  r  i      r  i  c^r*  have  defae  d  his  matcUcP*  ftraxn. 

cacy,  tnan  tne  Duxom  Kouai  01  kad  ytt  hc  did  not  writc 

in  vaiu." 

Chaucer.  '.,?.. 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  ANTIQUITY  of  the  SCOTTISH  MUSIC, 

JTrom  the  Diflerhttiori'  on  the  Seottlfli  Mufic,  annexed  to  the  Poetical 

'Remains'  9/  James  the  Firft,  King  of  Scutkwd  ] 

•*  ROM  'their  artlefs  Timplicity,  fcarcely  three  rears,  win  too  huff 
JP  it  is  evident,  that  the  Scot-  with  him  to  admit  of  iWh  amuft- 
tifti  melodies  are  derived  from  very  ment.— -Let  us  endeavour  to  tract 
remote  antiquity.  The  vulgar  con-  back  our  mufic  to  its  or;^;n. 
je^ture  that  David  Rizio  was  either  4t  The  ori'*n  of  n-ulic  in  every 
the  compefer  or  reformer  of  tlx  'country,  is  frVm  t!.r  '  woods- an4 
f>cotiifli  ibm;s,  has  of  bte  been  lb  l.nvns. 

fully  cypofed,  .that  J  need  fay  very       •*  The  Empathy  ard  w'udref*  of 

little  to  lonfnte  ft.    That  the  fci-  fevcml  of  our  olJ  \  cnttifh  n.elndirs, 

ence  of  mufic  tvas  wclj  undcrftood',  cVnote  thrm  to  he 'the  p-.-odi-Jtioti  or" 

and  that  we  had  great  matters,  loth  a  paflotnlage  and  emir  try,  ;md  prior 

theories  and  performers,  above  a  to  the  ufc  of  any  nnif:cal  inftro- 

century  before  Rizio  came  to  Scot-  ment  beyond  that  of  a  very  limit*  il 

land,  I  (hall  immediately  (how.  He  feale  of  n  icw  mrur..I  notes,  aitd 

is  by  no  contemporary  writer  faid  'prior  ro  the  knoulvuVc  of  any  rules* 

to  have  been  a  compofcr.    He  is  of  anriiciftl  mutfe.    This  conjee- 

not  even  extolled  as  a  fjevt  per-  trirr,  if  toljd,  -inu{r*carry  them  ifp 

former;   nor   does  tradition  po;nt  to  a  hn;h  j  cried  or  antiquity, 
'him  out  as  the  author  of  any  o.t.e      . 4*  The  inert  ai.cunt  ot  the  Scot  - 

particular  fon£ ; '/and,  although  wc  tifli  fcrtj.s    £dl  prrferved,   arc  ex-' 

Should  ullovv  him  to  have  had  ahilirv,  "tremcly  li'vp  \  :  nd  \v'n\  of  .".'I  :trt. 

the  (hort  time  he  was  in  Scotland,  They  conilti  of  vne  meufure  onU  , 

sw.di 
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and  nave  no  fecond  part,  at  the 
later  or  more  modem  airs  have. 
They  mufl,  therefore,  have  been 
compofed  for  a  very  fimple  inftru- 
ment,  foch  as  the  (hephcrd's  reed  or 

Sipe,  of  few  notes,  and  of  the  plain 
iatonic  fcale,  without  ufing  the  fe- 
mirones,  or  (harps  and  flats.  The 
dilVmgutfliihjr  ft  rain  of  our  old  me- 
lodies is  plaintive  and  melancholy  ; 
and  what  makes  them  foot  hi  ng  and 
afFecVing,  to  a  great  degree,  is  the 
conftant  ufe  of  the  concordant  tones, 
the  third,  and  fifth  of  the  fcale,  of- 
ten ending  upon  the  fifth,  and  fome 
of  them  on  the  fixth  of  the  fcale. 
By  this  arrlefs  ftand.ird  fome  of  our 
eld  Scottifh  melodies  may  be  traced ; 
fueh  as  Gil  Mo  ice — There  cam  a 
ghoft  to  Marg'ei's  door— O  laddie, 
I  man  loo*  thee — Hap  me  wi*  thy 
pettycoar — I  mean  the  old  fets  of 
thefe  airs,  as  the  laft  air,  which  I 
take  to  be  one  of  our  oldeit  fongs, 
is  fo  modernized  as  fcarcely  to  have  a 
jtrace  of  its  ancient  fimplicity.  The 
fimple  original  air  is  ltill  fung  by 
nurfes  in  the  country,  as  a  lullaby 
to  fti  11  their  babei  to  deep.  It  may 
be  faid,  that  the  words  of  fome  of 
I hefe  fongs  denote  them  to  be  of  no 
very  ancient  date :  but  it  is  well 
-known,  that  many  of  our  old  fangs 
have  changeJ  their  original  names, 
by  being  adapted  to  more  modem 
words.  Some  old  tunes  have  a  fe- 
eosd  part  ;  but  it  is  only  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  fit  it  part  on  the  higher 
octave  ;  and  tbcfe  additions  are  pro- 
bably of  more  modern  date  than  the 
tunes  thcmfelves. 

•*  That  the  fcience  of  mufic,  and 
the  rules  of  compofition,  were 
known  amongti  us  before  the  15th 
century,  is  certain.  King  James 
the  Firft  of  Scotland  is  celebrated 
by  all  the  Sc  'ttifli  hiftorians,  not 
only  as  an  excellent  performer,  but 
as  a  great  theorift  in  mufic,  and  a 
eoropofer  of  airs  to  his  own  verfes. 


the  SCOTTISH  MUSIC. 

"  Hie  etenim  in  mufica  (fays  For- 
dun)  in  artis  perrccYionc,  in  tyra- 
pano  ct  choro,  in  pfalterio  et  or- 
gano,  ad  fumma:  perfe&ionis  magi- 
fterium;  natura  crcatrix,  ultra  hu* 
manam  srftimationem,  ipfum  viva- 
dtcr  decoravit.'  Scotichron.vol.it, 
lib.  t6.  cap.  a8.— Fordun  has  a 
whole  chapter,  the  29th  of  his  Hif- 
rorv,  on  king  James's  learning  and 
knowledge  in  the  ancient  Greek,  at 
well  as  in  the  more  modern  fcales 
of  mufic,  which,  for  its  curiofity, 
is  worthy  to  be  read  by  the  modern 
theories  in  mufic. 

*'  The  next  authority  is  John 
Major,  who  celebrates  king  James 
I.  as  a  poer,  a  compofcr,  and 
admirable  performer  of  mufic.  A  la- 
jor  affirms,  that,  in  his  time,  the 
verfes  and  fongs  of  that  prince  were 
cfteemed  amonglt  the  nrft  of  the 
Scottifh  melodies.  I  fliall  give  the 
whole  pafiTage : 

**  In  vernacula  lingua  artificio- 
fi  film  us  com  poll  tor  ;  cujus  codices 
plurimi,  et  cantilena;  memoritef 
adhuc  apud  Scotos  inter  primes  ha- 
bentur.  —  Artificiofam  cantilennn 
(compofuit)  Yas  fen,  &c.  er  iucuo 
dum  artificiofumque  ilium  cantum, 
at  Beltayn,  quern  alii  de  Dalkcth  et 
Gargeil  mutare  ftuduerunt,  quia  io 
arce,  aut  camera,  claufus  fcrvaba- 
tur,  ia  qua  mulier  cum  matre  habi- 
tabat. 

**  It  is  a  pity  that  neither  the 
words  nor  the  mufic  of  thefe  cele- 
brated ballads  have  come  down  to 
us.  According  to  the  hiftorian,  the 
lait  mull  have  been  full  of  humour, 
and  extremely  popular;  his  words 
may  imply,  that  fcveral  parodies  or 
imitations  of  the  fubjecr.  had  been 
made,  which  time  has  likewife  de- 
prived us  of. 

14  Araangft  the  number  of  our 
old  Scottifii  melodies,  it  is,  I  think, 
fcarcely  to  be  doubccd,that  many  of 
king"  James's  wmpoutions,  which 

were 
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were  efteemed  among  the  firft  of  the  this  day.    Gavin  Douglas,  in  his 

age,  arc  iHll  remaining,  and  make  prologue  to  the  1  atb  jEneid,  recites 
It  part  of  our  fineft  old  melodies  :  the  beginning  words  of  three  well- 
but  as  no  tradition  down  to  our  time    known  fongs  in  his  time,  1480, 

has  afcertaincd  them,  they,  in  all  thus: 
probability,  pafs  undiftinguifhed  un- 
der other  names,  and  are  adapted      "The  fchip  faUU  orcr  the  fait  fame, 

to  modern  words.    There  can  be  ^^l^J.'' 
little  doubt,  however,  that  mod  of  ' 

June*  compoGtion,  have  (bared  My^J^'*l?%$: 
the  fame  fate  wuh  many  other  old  . 

airs.    TaHbni,  the  Italian  poer,  as      "  ~  1  come  hiddcr  t0  wow/ 

afterwards  mentioned,  fays  exprcflT-  And,  in  the  prologue  to  1 3  th  jEneid, 

ly,  that  "  king  James  compofed      «   The  jolly  day  now  dawis." 

many  facred  pieces  of  vocal  raufic," 

which  are  now  loth    Ail  our  old       "  In  the  fame  way  a  great  many 

heroic  ballads,  fuch  as  H.irdiknutc,  of  king  James  I.'a  poetical  pieces 

and  others,  were  undoubtedly  fung  are  now  loll,  or,  perhaps,  as  his 

to  chants  compofed  for  them,  which  poem  of  ChriiFs  Kirk  of  the  Green, 

are  now  loft.    Among  thofe  Hill  may  erroneoufly  be  afcribed  to 

preferved,  are  the  epi lodes  of  Of-  others. 

iian,  which  are  at  this  day  fung  in      u  It  may  be  fufpeded,  from  the 

the  Highlands.     Gill  Morrice—  above  high-drained  authorities,  that 

The  Flowers  of  the  Foreft— Hero  his  countrymen  have  rather  allowed 

and  Leander,  &c.  are  trill  fung  to  themfelvcs  to  be  carried  too  far  in 

their  original  pathetic  ftrains.  T  hefe,  difplaying  the  qualifications  of  their 

however,  are  but  a  few  of  many  old  king.    I  mall,  however,  produce 

ballads  whofe  airs  are  now  unknown,  the  teftimony  of  a  foreigner,  ace* 

In  the  MS.  collection  of  Scottifli  lebrated  author,  who  does  James 

Poems,  made  by  Banatyne. before  the  ilill  more  honour  than  the  writers 

year  1 $68,  the  donation  of  the  earl  of  his  own  country;  and,  fingular 

of  Hyndford  to  the  Advocate's  Li.  as  the  proportion  may  appear,  I 

brary  at  Edinburgh,  the  favourite  (hall  endeavour  to  prove,  that  the 

poem,  "  The  Cherry  and  the  Slae",  Scottilh  melodies,  fo  far  from  being 

and  likewife  a  poem  of  fir  Richard  either  invented  or  improved  by  an 

JV1  ait  land  of  Lethington,  father  to  Italian  mailer,  were  made  the  mo- 

the  famous  fecretary  Maitland,  are  del*  of  imitation  in  the  6neft  vocal 

entitled,  "  To  be  fung  to  the  tune  competitions  of  one  of  the  greateifc 

of  the  Banks  of  Helicon."    This  mutters  of  COmpofition  in  Italy, 
muft  have  been  a  well-known  tune  The  celebrated  Carlo  Gcfu> 

200  years  ago,  as  it  was  fung  to  aldo,  prince  of  Venofa,  formerly 

fuch  popular  words ;  but  it  is  now  Venufium,  famous  as  the  place  of 

loft.    It  cannot  exift  under  other  birth  of  Horace,  floorithed  about 

words,  as  the  metrical  llanza  of  the  the  middle  or  towards  the  end  of 

Cherry  and  the  Slae  is  fo  particu-  the  16th  century,  and  died  in  :6t^» 

lar,  that  (  know  no  air  at  this  day  Bltncmus*  in  his  Chronologia-Mn- 

that  could  be  adapted  to  it.    Wc  thematicorum,    thus  diftinguithes 

find  alfo,  in  old  books,  many  names  him:  "The  mod  nobic  Carolus 

of  fongs,  yet  neither  of  the  verfes  Gefualdus,    prince  of  Venufium, 

or  tunes  do  we  know  any  thing  at  was  the  prince  of  muueians  of  oux 
I784.  H  agct 
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[ti4l   On  tbc  ANTIQUITY  of  the  SCOTTISH  MUSIC. 

age  :  he  having  recalled  the  rythme  ment  of  Taflbni,  but  from  the* 

into  mufic,  introduced  fuch  a  ftyle  teftimony  of  rhe  Italian  mufic  it-' 

of  modulation,  that  other  muiicians  felf  before  the  prince  of  Venofa's 

yielded  the  preference  to  him  ;  and  time." 

all  fingers  and  players  on  ft  ringed       •*  In  the  (late  of  mufic  in  Italy, 

inftruments,  laying  afidc  that  of  we  may  fuppofe  the  Scottifh  melo- 

others,  every  where  eagerly  cm-  dies  ot  king  James  I.  had .  found 

braced  his  mufic— He  is  alio  cele-  their  way  into  that  country.    Is  it, 

brated  by  Merfennus*  Kircher,  and  then,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  fuch 

alraoft  all  the  writers  of  that  age,  a  genius  as  the  prince  of  Venofa 

as  one  of  the  moil  learned  and  mould  be  ftruck  with  the  genuine 

greateft  compofers  of  vocal  mufic  in  fimplicity  of  ftrams  which  fpoke 

his  time.  directly  to  the  heart,  and  that  he 

"  To  apply  this  account  of  rhe  fhouid  imitate  and  adopt  fuch  new 

p  rincc o(  Venofa  to  the"  Drefent  fub-  and  aflfecling  melodies,  which  be 

jedt— •Aleflandro  Taffoni,    in    his  found  wanting  in  the  mufic  of  bis 

Penfieri  Diverfi,  lib.  10.  thus  cx-  own  country?  The  fweet,  natural, 

prefles  himfelf :  «*  We  may  reckon  and  plaintive  drains  of  the  old  feng 

among  us  moderns  James  king  of  Waly  waly  up  the  bank — Will  ye 

Scotland,  who  not  only  ccmpofed  go  to  the  ewe -oughts,  Marion— 

many  facred  pieces  of  vocal  mufic,  Be  conftant  ay— and  many  other  of 

but  ttlfo,  of  himfelf,  invented  a  our  old  fongs  about  that  age*  mud 

new  kind  of  mufic,  plaiutive  and  touch  the  heart  of  every  genius,  of 

melancholv,  different  from  all  other;  whatever  country,  and  might  enrich 

In  which  he  has  been  imitated  by  the  compofitions  of  the  greateft  fo* 

Carlo  GefuaWo,  prince  of  Venofa,  reign  mafter. 
who  in  our  age  has  improved  muik 

with  new   and  admirable  inveh-      "  Purpurea*  Ute  qui  fplendcot  udw*  cc 

.  alter 

8«  ,  M     ,      «    •     ,  •  Adfuitur  pannus." 

**  How  perfectly  charaaeric,  this* 

of  the  pathetic  ftrains  of  the  old      "  I  hope  we  mall  no  longer  bear 

Scott ifli  fongs !  What  an  illuiiriou*  the  abfurd  tale,  that  (he  Seoftiib 

teftimony  to  their  excellency  !  mufic  was  cither  invented  or  im* 

««  Some  of  the  dilettanti,  in  the  proved  by  an  Italian,  when  we  fee 

Italian  mufic  of  the  prefent  times,  it  proved,  by  fo  great  an  authority 

may  perhaps  fnecr  at  being  told,  as  Taffonr,  that  the  Scottiih  me- 

that  the  Italians,  the  reftorers  of  lodies,  above  two  centuries  ago, 

mufie,   owe  the  improvement  of  and  in  his  time,  had  been  adop;cJ 

their  mufic  to  the  early  introduc-  into  the  fineft  vocal  eompofirionj  of 

tion  of  Scottifli  melody  into  it :  one  of  the  greatcd  matters  and  re- 

ct  nothing  is  more  certain,  not  formers  of  Italian  mufic,  the  prince 

y  from  the  oandid  acknowledge  «t 
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Account  of  the  PROGRESS  of  SONG- WRITING  ifi  this 
COUNTRY,  from  the  Reign  of  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  to  the 
prefcut  Tithe. 

[from  the  Hlftorical  Eflay  on  National  Song,  prefixed  to  the  "  Selcd 

Collection  of  EngUfo  Songs."] 

li  TT7£  not? arrivfc  at  the  time  *£ition  of  above  150  fQnnets  (thn 

W    of  queen  Elizabeth,  iii  mod  dimcult  and  iniipid  metric^ 

which  we  are  to  look  for  the  origin  ftrriclurc  ever   invented),  which, 

of  the  modern  English  f;>ng  •  not  a  though  from  the  pen  of  this  im- 

iihgic  compoimon  ofr  that  nature,  mortal  bard,  we  can  fcarcely  endure 

With  the  fmalldt  degree  of  poetical  to  read; 

merit,  being  #  difcoverable  at  any  <*  Sir  Philip  Sidnejr  wrote  a  num> 
preceding  period,  and  conferjuintly  ber  of  things  tn  and  out  of  the  Ar- 
none  earlier  is  to  be  found  iti  the  cadia,  which  were  then  efteemed 
collection  herewith  given  to  the  fongs ;  but  they  are  all  too  much 
public.  in  the  affected  and  unnatural  man- 
*«  We  may  venture  to  place  ncr  of  the  Italian  and  Spanilh  poets 
Marlow  at;  the  head  of  the  mime-  to  defcrve  this  character  at  prcfent. . 
rous  fong -writers  or  this  re rgn  ;  not  His  friend,  lord  Brooke,  has,  how- 
more  by  re  a  fun  »>f  his  piioniy,  than  ever,  left  us  one  piece,  which  wi^ 
on  account  of  his  mtrir.  "  And  yet  be  always  accepted  as  a  good  fong". 
his  Paflmal  Invitation  is  the  only  .And  fome  of  the  performances  of 
fong  of  hi*  which  has  defcended  to  Francis  Davifon  appear  the  effulioni 
lis ;  poilibly,  which  he  wrote.  But  of  a  real  poetical  genius,  and  de- 
the  beautify  and  charneteriitic  fim-  ferve  much  praife. 
plicity  of  this  little  piece  is  fully  '*  7  he  queen  herfclf  had  8  turn 
iufficient  to  jullify.  the  preference  for  poetrv,  which  fhe  did  not  dif- 
bcrc  given  him  on  the  fcorc  of  merits  dain  to  cultivate.  Specimens  of  her 
tVitheri  better  known  in  the  poli-  talerAs  are  prcferved  in  fome  con- 
tical,  as  well  as  poetical  annals  of  temporary  publications;  but  none 
the  two  following  reigns,  mutt  be  of  them  appears  to  be  a  perfect 
efteemed  a  lohgfter  of  this.    Both  fong. 

he  and  Marlow  arc  happily  imitat-  ««  Vefe  earl  of  Oxford,  mafic* 
ed  by  Raleigh.  Spenfer  has  in-  Edwards  of  the  queen's  chapel, 
iertcd  apaftoral  fong  in  his  Eclogues.  George  Gaifcoigne,  Nicholas  B re- 
Dray  ton,  a  fmooth  and  poetic  wri-  ton,  and  many  other  diilingui0ie4 
tcr,  has  left  us  two  or  three  toler-  and  infetior  poets,  are  among  the 
able  foftgs ;  bilt  his  excellence  is  in  fong-writcrs  of  this  reign. 
l»is  larger  works.  The  genius  of  "It  is  likewife  to  the  age  of  th» 
dhakfpeare  was  as  univerfal  as  it  princefs  we  are  to  refer  the  origin 
was  fublime :  his  lyric  productions  of  the  Englifli  ballad.  That  the 
are  fuperior  to  thofe  of  his  cohtem-  common  people  of  this,  Kke  thofe 
jjorarics;  and  that!  fome  of  them  of  almoft  every  other  country,  ha vft 
nothing  better  has  fince  appeared,  always,  even  in  their  rudeft  fate* 
How  much  ought  we  to  regret  the  had  fongs  to  celebrate  or  record  na- 
val uablc  time  he  facrificed  to  the  tional  or  local  occurrences,  bjr 
fmlfc  taile  of  his  age,  inthecompa.  whomfoever  they  may  have  been 
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eompofed,  is  an  incontrovertible 
firt.  Unfortunately,  however,  of 
thefe  pieces  not  more  than  two, 
.both  already  noticed,  are  known  to 
exift.  All  the  reft,  not  having  been 
collected  or  entered  in  large  vo- 
lumes, nor  ever  printed,  are  irre- 
coverably loft.  What  a  treafure 
would  it  be  to  poflefs  a  collection  of 
the  vulgar  fongs  compofedand  fune 
during  the  civil  wars  of  York  ana 
'  Lancafter,  in  which  almoft  every 
moment  afforded  fome  great,  noble, 
interetfing,  or  pathetic  fubject  for 
the  imagination  or"  the  poet !  How 
'delightful,  how  inftructive,  would 
bo  the  pei  ufal  of  fuch  a  little  hiftory 
of  that  turbulent  and  bloody  pe- 
riod !  The  ponderous  tonics  of 
Lydgate  and  Occleve  have  defcend- 
ed  to  us  in  the  higheft  preservation  : 
one  would  gladly  facrifice  the  whole 
for  a  fingle  page  !  But  the  fongs  of 
which  we  arc  fpcaking  appear  to 
have  borne  fo  little  refemblance  to 
the  ftile  and  m.«nncr  of  the  old  bal- 
lads with  which  we  are  now  ac- 
quainted, and  from  which  a  purt  of 
the  prefent  collation  is  formed,  that 
we  may  fairly  infer  that  not  one  of 
the  la  ter  cxifted  before  the  reign  of 
the  above  princefs.  The  learned 
and  ingenious  bilhop  Percy  has,  in- 
deed, publilhed  a  work,  in  which  a 
confiderable  number  of  fongs  and 
ballads,  that  have  never  otherwife 
appeared,  arc  afcribed  to  a  very  re- 
mote antiquity ;  an  antiquity  alto- 
gether incompatible  with  the  ftile 
■and  language  of  the  compofitions 
theirfclves,  "molt  of  which,  one  may 
be  allowed  to  fay,  bear  the  ftrongeft 
intrinfic  marks  of  a  very  modern 
date.  But  the  genuineness  of  thefe 
pieces  cannot  be  properly  iuvefti- 
gatcd  or  determined  without  an  in- 
flection of  the  original  inanufcripr, 
from  which  they  are  laid  to  be  rx- 
traded.    As  to  the  ancient  black 


letter  copies  of  the  more  common 
Englifti  ballads,  of  which  there  are 
feveral  collections  extant,  not  more 
than  three  are  fo  old  as  the  fix  teen  th 
century,  nor  double  the  number  of 
a  more  early  date  than  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  II.  The  reft,  to  the 
amount  of  many  hundreds,  appear 
to  have  been  printed  between  the 
Re  iteration  and  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  century.  It  is  not, 
however,  meant  by  this  to  infiooate 
that  none  of  thoie  in  the  two  laft 
descriptions  are  of  eq«al  antiquity, 
in  point  of  compoGtioo,  with  thofe 
in  the  firft :  the  contrary  is  certain. 
That  thefe  ballads  were  originally 
com po fed  for  public  fingers  by  pro- 
feflion,  and  perhaps  immediately 
for  printers,  bookfellers,  or  thoie 
who  vended  fuch  like  thing?,  is 
highly  probable.  But  whether  they 
were,  in  every  cafe,  firft  publilheo* 
in  fingli  (heets,  and  not  till  after- 
wards collected  into  Garlands,  or 
whether  they  made  their  firft  ap- 
pearance in  fuch  collections,  does 
not  clearly  appear.  Thomas  De- 
loney  and  Richard  Johnfon,  writers 
by  profeilion  of  amufing  books  for 
the  populace,  were  famous  ballad- 
makers  about  this  period.  And 
could  we  be  allured  that  they  were 
the  real  authors  of  the  Garlands  or 
collections  publiihed  under  their  re- 
fpective  names,  we  might  be  able  to 
refer  moil  of  the  ballads  in  the  pre- 
fent collection  to  the  one  or  to  the 
other.  Elderton  has  been  pro- 
nounced peerlefs  in  the  compoiiuoa 
of  ballads.  From  htm  the  laurel 
defcended  to  Martin  Parker,  the 
laft,  perhaps,  who  was  any  way  ce- 
lebrated on  this  account. 

**  The  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth 
is  alfo  the  age  of  madrigals,  catch  e*, 
and  plecs :  but  as  thefe,  though 
fomewhat  partaking  of  the  nature  of 
fong,  claim  a  much  nearer  affinity 
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with  Euterpe  than  with  Polyhymnia,  cellencc  of  this  celebrated  cornp-v. 

ir  will  be  fufticient  to  have  juft  men-  firion  mould  be  degraded  by  grolf- 

tioned  them.  uefs  ot  fentiment  and  impurity  of 

**  Among  the  fongfters  of  James  language.  Butler  and  fir  John  Dcn- 

the  Firlt'i  time,  one  is  pleated  to  ham  chiefly  fignulizcd  their felvcs  in 

meet  the  name  of  that  elegant  writer  fp^nted  attacks  on  the  gloomy  and 

and    accotnplifhed    gentleman   fir  barbarous  Roundheads.  Indeed  the 

Henry  Wotton.    Dr.  Donne'*  imi-  Rebellion  and  Usurpation  form  the 

tation  or  Marlow,  and  other  pieces,  epoch  of  fatyric  fongs  ;  with  which 

iutitle  him  to  a  place  in  the  lift,  the  Cavaliers  feem,  until  the  Re- 

And  of  the  following  fong  by  Ben  iteration,  to  have  kejit  up  a  cOn- 

Jonfon,  Anacreon,  had  Anacrcon  flant  poetic  fire,  which,  if  it  did 

written  in  English,  need  not  have  not  any  great  execution,  at  leaft 

been  alhamed.  kept  the  attention  or  loyalty  awake, 

«,Tv;nVMn„nn],w;rWMn,mt      and*  m  f(>mc  m?  a  lure,  no  doubt, 
"  DrinK  to  me  omv  with  ttiine  mvm,  ,       ,  , 

And  I  will  pledbrc  with  mine,  contributed  to  that  h  .ppy  event. 
Or  leave  a  kif»  but  in  the  cup,  44  Cowley,  who  commenced  au- 

And  I  II  not  look  for  wine :  thor  at  a  very  early  age,  is  likewife 

The  thirft  that  from  the  foul  doth  r!fe  to  be  conliuered  as  a  long-writer  of 

Doth  aflt  a  drink  divine,  |hU  K;         j|  s  Chronicle  is  an  ad- 
But  miirht  l  of  Juvc  s  nectar  fup,  •    i_i         c  j    i_  j  t_- 

I  would  n«tJ  change  for  thine.  rmrable  performance,  and,  had  his 

judgment  and  ufte  been  equal  to  h  s 

"I  font  thee  late  a  rufy  wreath,  vivacity  and  wit,  would  not  have 

Not  fo  much  honouring  thee,  ,         /       ,    r       .     ,    ,  , 

As  giving  it  a  chance  that  there  bcCn  the  onIy  fo"S  bc  had  ]cit  118  ro 

It  could  not  wichcr'd  be :  commend.    Lovelace,  L'Ertrange, 

But  thou  thercm  did'ft  only  breathe,  and  Shirley,  were  alio  writers  of 

At.d  fcnfft  it  back  to  mc,  fong8  *,n  thi'&  reign. 

r  cond  is  the  Augultan  age  ot  long  ; 

44  The  facetious  biftiop  Corbctt  no  period  having  produced  fo  gre.K 

is  likewife  an  author  of  this  reign,  a  number  of  excellent  wri-ets  in 

His  Fairies  Farewell  and  Diftra&ed  *»is  (pedet  of  poetry.    This  prince 

Puritan   have  much  humour  and  was  not  only  tiie  admirer  and  parron 

merit.    The  poems  of  Crew  afford  of  the  art,  he  cultivated  it  hisielf. 

many  excellent  fongs  :  a  lirtle  more  We  have  a  fong  of  his,  beginning 
iimpiiciry  might  have  conliderably      •«  1  paf<  all  my  hours  iu  a  (hady  old 
increafed  the  number.  Bifliop  King,  grove," 

whom  it  would  he  in  juft  ice  to  for-  which,  though  bv  no  means  re- 
ger,  mult  have  written  toward  the  markable  for  poetical  merit,  has 
end  of  this  reign.  certainly  enough  for  the  compofi- 
**  Waller,  born  in  1605,  may  tion  of  a  king.  Dry  den  was  un- 
be  efteemed  the  firft  fong-writer,  as  doubredly  great  in  every  fp  cies  of 
well  as  the  beft  poet  of  the  reign  of  poetry  ;  but  thefoogs  of  E.hercge, 
Charles  1.  Milton  has  left  us  a  Eaton,  Scdley,  Rocheiter,  Dorlet, 
few  fongs,  which  would  have  ap-  and  Sheffield  (afterwards  duke  of 
peared  to  poflefs  more  merit  rf  they  Bucks),  are  mafter-pieces  in  this  ; 
had  fallen  from  an  author  of  lefs  fomc  of  them  being  abfolutrly  with  - 
dignity.  Suckling's  chef-d'oeuvre  out  equal  in  the  language.  Amonelt 
is  his  *•  I'll  tell  thee,  Dick."  It  is  thefe  is  to  be  ranked  Dortet's  in- 
to be  regretted  that  the  poetical  ex-  comparable  Addrefs  to  the  Ladies, 

H  3  written 
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written  at  fea,  on  the  eve  of  an 
engagement. 

Otway's  pathetic  Remonftrance 
to  his  inexorable  Miftrcfs  would 
Jjave  entitled  him  to  the  character 
of  an  elegant  writer,  even  if  it  had 
been  his  only  compolition.  Scroop, 
Wallh,  and  many  other  fong-writers 
of  merit,  are  to  be  fingled  out  of 

««  The  mob  of  gentlemen  who  wrote 
with  cafe." 

Mrs.  Bchn  deferves  a  more  parti- 
cular acknowlegement.  And  we 
fliould  do  injufrice  to  a  laborious, 
and,  according  to  his  own  account, 
mod  fuccefsful  and  happy  writer, 
were  we  to  omit  the  honoured  name 
of  Tom  D'Urfey,  who,  befides  that 
ke  compofed  more  fongs  perhaps 
than  all  his  contemporaries  put  to- 
gether ;  mod  of  them  being  great 
favourites  with  the  nation,  and 
^nany  of  them  ftill  remaining  fo, 
particularly  his  loyal  ode  of  44  Joy 
to  great  Ctefer;*'  which,  once  ec- 
choed  by  all  ranks,  is  yet  frequently 
chanted  with  delight ;  and,  as  Mr, 
Addifon  pleafantly  oblcrves,  gave 
the  Whigs  (to  whom  honeft  Tom 
Was  a  fworn  fc»e,  till  he  lived  to  fee 
them  get  info  power)  a  blow  they 
were  never  able  to  recover  during 
that  reign;  was  a  very  good  mu- 
iician,  and  ponrfled  an  excellent 
voice,  with  which  he  had  frequent- 
ly the  high  hpnour  to  entertain  h  s 
majefty  at  Newmarket  and  elfe- 
where  j  the  good  natured  monarch 
^amMMtly  condelcendtng  to  hold  the 
saner,  and  accompany  his  artful 
lir^tns  or  brut  the  time  by  gentle 
f.i;*  mmii  his  moulder. 

**  Tne  tiioit  time  of  the  mif- 
griacd  mi  imfoft  'nite  J  unes  m"n>ht 
»ir.p.o<jcfd.  We  onlv  difcovcr, 
Jin  t\-.'.  p.'.rry  foQgs  of  this  jicriod, 
in oji  r.iucourous  hatred  difplay- 

«••:•  ihf  j>r«>flell  fcumlity.  But 

.  what  an  aiiouilbiog  effect  thefe  vul- 

■.  •  * 
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gar  and  delpicable  rhapfodtcs  had  « 
upon  the  temper  of  the  time*,  we 
may,  in  fome  meafure*  conjecTtore 
from  the  brags  of  thai  unprincipled 
cnaraeler,  lord  (afterwards  marquis 
of)  Wharton,  \vht>  was  worn  to 
boa  ft,  that  by  the  mod  footifb  of 
them  all  he  had  rhimed  the  king 
out  of  his  dominions. 

**  James  was  not  infenfible  to  the 
powers  qf  poetry  and  wit :  he  ha4 
conceived  a  great  frienelftiip  for  Wy- 
cherly,  on  whom  he  beftowed  many 
'favours.  We  mention  this  poet  as 
a  fang-writer :  but  all  his  perform- 
ances, as  fueh,  however  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  licentious  manners  and  too 
luxuriant  wit  of  his  age,  are  now 
defcrvedly  neglcfted. 

*«  The  Revolution,  one  may  be 
certain,  did  not  take  place  without 
giving  rife  to  numbers  of  fongs  and 
ballads  both  for  and  againit  that 
important  event.  But  all  of  them 
are  too  ftrongly  tinctured  with  the 
venom  of  parry  to  rcuin  the  lcalt 
appearance  of  merit. 

**  The  prince  who  obtained  pof» 
feflion  or  the  vacant  throne  was  too 
much  of  the  phlegmatic  Dutchman 
to  be  fenliblc  of  the  merit,  or  ful- 
ceptible  of  the  power  of  poetry, 
mufic,  or  Ion*.  Even  the  harp  of 
Orpheus  would  have  made  no  im: 
prefiron  upon  him.  Her  majefty, 
however,  as  we  learn  rrom  a  cunout 
anecdote,  had  not  facrinVcd  to  a 
throne  her  infantine  rcliill  ft>r  the 
homely  Englifh  ballad. 

"  Prior  is  the  nrli  poet  of  emi- 
nence we  meet  with  after  this  pe- 
riod. His  fongs  are  numerous; 
molt  of  them  are  fpiriiod,  ingenious, 
and  winy  ;  a  few  a»e  tender,  fen- 
timemal,  »nd  pathetic  ;  all  exv client 
of  th<  i>  k»nd  Luridowo,  i  writer 
of  name,  ha*  left  us  fome  indif- 
ferent fongs.  Corgi  eve,  cr^v,  fprite- 
lv,  and  Itcenrious,  too  frequently 
fufSete*  his  wit  to  furprife  his  judg- 

*  menu 
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went.   The  little  piece,  however, 
beginning 

'«  Falfc  though  &e  be  to  me  and  love," 

is  no  ucpleaGng  proof  of  what  he 
was  capable  of.  The  fooga  of 
Rowe,  on  the  contrary,  are  all  fort, 
tender,  and  plaintive.  The  con- 
fequence  is,  that  his  Dtfpairing 
Shepherd  will  be  admired  when 
Baxom  loan  is  entirely  forgotten. 

"  With  Steele,  who  has  left  fuch 
a  favourable  fpecimcH  of  his  talents 
for  two  different  kinds  of  fong,  the 
tender  and  the  lively,  as  to  make  us 
regret  they  were  not  more  exerted, 
we  may  commence  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne.    Philips**  happy  vcr- 
fton  of  Sappho  is  deiervediy  eltecm- 
ed  a  confidcrabte  acquiution  to  En- 
gU(h  fong.    The  name  of  Addtfbn 
will  do  the  fubject  more  credit  than 
the  two  pieces  to  which  it  could 
with  certainty  be  prefixed  may  be 
thought  to  do  him.    The  firft  of 
them,  however,  is  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  Roc  heifer,   and  has  abundant 
merit.    And  there  U  fome  reafon  to 
fufpect  that  many  of  his  bell  fongs 
have  been  ufually  printed  either 
under  a  different  name,  or  without 
any  name  at  all.  Tickell  has  united 
the  tendered  fentimcuts  with  the 
moil  interclling narrative:  Colin  and 
Lucy  is  unrivalled.     Of  the  few 
longs  of  Parncll,  though  none  of 
them  feem  to  be  remarkable  for 
thnt  peculiar  fwcetnefs  which  dilttn* 
guiflies  his  more  fcrious  compoii- 
tions,  the  little  pan* oral  in  the  pre* 
fent  volume  has  been  always  ad- 
mired.   Hill,  without  his  affecta- 
tion and  love  of  conceit,  would  have 
been,  if  not  a  poet,  a  fonj-writer 
of  eminence.    He  is  one  of  tbofe 
writers  whom  we  can  hardly  praife, 
and  mu ft  be  loin  to  condemn.  By- 
Tom's  beautiful  and  celebrated  pa- 
floral  fong?  of  Colin  and  Phoebe  was 
f£e  avadtafuai  of  thirtera.   Of  this 


fpecies  of  fotrgv  fimplicity  is  the' 
principal  requifite;  but  even  fim- 
plicity may  be  affected,  exceffive, 
and  puerile,  and  fuch  has,  not  per- 
haps without  reafon,  been  pro- 
nounced the  fault  of  this  popular, 
performance;  though  much  mayv 
doubtlefs,  be  alleged  in  extenuation* 
of  it,  from  the  nature  of  his  fub- 
ject  and  the  practice  of  greater 
virtues. 

44  Gay,  the  accompli fhed,  the 
inimitable  Gay,  is  the  ornament  of 
the  enfuing  reign.    The  infinite  ob- 
ligations which  the  lovers  of  fong 
are  under  to  this  admirable  writer 
can  never  be  fufficiently  expreflfed; 
Lively,  humorous,  witty,  elegant, 
tender,  and  pathetic;  happy  and 
fuccefsful  in  whatever  the  univtr* 
{ality  of  his  genius  prompted  him 
to  undertake ;  his  (pint,  his  fenti- 
ment,  hi*  language,  are  pure  na- 
ture; and  while  a  love  of  poetry 
and  fong,  or  a  particle  of  tafte  re- 
mains among  us,  will  certainly  be 
remembered,  and  mu#  always  pleafe. 
The  ingenious  and  libertine  duke  of 
Wharton  is  a  fong- writer  of  this 
period.    Booth,  Croxall,  Concaaen, 
Budjjcll,  lady  M.  W.  Montague, 
fir  W.  Yonge,  and  others,  are  en*- 
titled,  with  various  decrees  of  me- 
rit, to  the  fame  diameter.  Carey 
ought  not  to  be  mentioned  without 
every  commendation,    His  happy 
fimplicity  and  unaffected  manner  1n- 
tcreft  and  charm  the  reader  of  na- 
tural tafte.   Sally  in  our  Alley  waa 
a  particular  favourite  of  Mr.  Ad* 
difon ;  and  his  judgment,  which, 
however,  wants  no  countenance,  it 
confirmed  by  its  popularity. 

*4  The  name  of  Pope  will  (bed  a 
luftre  over  the  long  reign  of  George 
II.  in  which  we  have  the  gratifica- 
tion to  introduce  him.  The  fingle 
performance  he  condefcended  to 
leave  is  an  exqoifite  parody  or  fat i- 
rical  imitation-,  written  in  1733*  in 
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the  character  of  "  a  perfon  of  qua- 
lity," of  the  falhionable  ling- fong 
of  that  and  the  preceding  age. 

44  While  this  great  poet  was  en- 
deavouring to  laugh  out  of  counte- 
nance the  flowery  infipidity,  dif- 
cordant  images,  and  unnatural  con- 
ceit of  a  favourite  fpecies  of  love- 
fong,  his  friend  Swift  was  employed 
in  turning  into  delerved  ridicule  the 
flrange  aftc&ed  mufical  jargon  then 
in  vogue  And  never  lurcly  was 
any  thing  more  jultly  conceived,  or 
more  happily  executed  than  thefe 
two  efforts  or  wit  and  genius  in  1  up- 
port  of  common  fenfc  and  true 
telle  Nor  docs  a  w.mt  of  fuccefs 
(if  that  be  the  cafe)  any  way  de- 
tract from  or  leflen  the  merit  of  the 
attempt.  Swift,  who  might,  with 
equal  propriety,  have  been  placed 
in  either  of  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  produced  a  number  of  po- 
litical, fatirical,  and  jocofe  pieces, 
upon  common  and  populai  fubjecls, 
which  appear  to  have  been  dengned 
for  the  capacity  and  notice  of  the 
vulgar,  in  aid  of  the  cam ilena  trivia 
of  his  time.  Clever  Tom  Clinch 
js  a  matter-piece  in  its  way.  But 
bow  far  thefe  compofitions  fuited 
the  comprcheniion  and  taile  of  an 
Englifh  or  Irifh  mob,  we  are  not 
certified.  The  known  fong-writers 
of  this  period  are,  as  it  might  be 
naturally  expected,  indifferently  nu- 
merous, and  many  of  them  of  the 
firft  eminence.  The  beautiful  fongs 
of  Lyttelron  rcfemble  the  gentle 
murmurs  of  the  turtle  ;  Shenftone 
lings  with  all  the  elegant  Simplicity 
of  an  Arcadian  fhepherd ;  and  the 
nightingale's  '.plaintive-  ftrains  are 
emulated  by  the  elegiac  tendemefs 
of  Collins.-  Cbefterfield  has  left  a 
few  fongs :  they  are  neat  and  point- 
ed, and  would  not  have  deferved 
lefs  commendation  if  the  flippant 
mufe  of  their  noble  author  could 
have  been  always  kept  within  the 


pale  of  delicacy  and  virtue.  The 
names  of  Middlesex  and  Glover 
will  be  immertalifed  by  Arno's 
Vale  and  Hofier's  Ghoft.  The 
compofitions,  at  leaft,  will  fcarcely 
be  forgotten,  if  the  authors  (hould. 
Dr.  Johntun,  though  ftill  living,  is 
a  fong-writer  of  this  reign.  Se- 
veral ot  his  performances  are  inferr- 
ed in  the  pretent  collection.  But 
fong  is  a  province  in  which  this 
great  writer  does  not  appear  with 
his  ufual  advantage.  His  pen  is 
much  too  heavy  for  fo  light  a  fub- 
ject.  Mr.  Jcn)ns  Hands  in  the  fame 
picdicament;  not  indeed  as  to  the 
character  of  his  competitions,  which 
for  the  graces  of  ftile  and  manner 
admit  few  fuperiors.  The  caufe  of 
poetry,  indeed,  is  more  indebted  tQ 
this  elegant  writer  than  that  of  vir- 
tue und  innocence.  But  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  moft  reprehenfible  pro-  * 
duclion  in  the  prtfent  volume  wiU 
ferve  as  an  antidote  to  the  poifon  it 
contains. 

•  44  Dr.  Dalton's  additions  to  Mil- 
ton's Maik  have  unexampled  merit. 
The  many  elegant  and  ipirited  longs 
which  he  has  lo  judictoufly  intro- 
duced into  this  admirable  drama  are 
fome  of  the  moft  fiuilhed  and  beau- 
tiful compofitions  in  the  language. 
All  of  them  were  not,  it  mutt  be 
con  felled,  equally  proper  for  the 
prefent  publication,  but  no  reflec- 
tion is  intended  to  be  thrown  on 
thofc  which  have  been  dengnedly 
omitted  ;  as  there  is  not  one  which 
docs  not,  in  fomc  degree,  Contri- 
bute to  the  perfection  and  moral  of 
the  piece. 

14  Mr.  Whitehead,  the  prefent 
laureat,  has  given  us  two  excellent 
fongs.  It  were  to  be  wiflicd  that 
the  nature  of  his  office  had  obliged 
him  to  furnifh  us  with  more*  Hi* 
annual  ode),  though  doubt  lefs  far 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  his  predecenorsv 
are  feldora  remembered;  but  Ye 

Belles 
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Belles  and  7c  Flirts,  will  be  never 
forgotten. 

44  Moore  is  one  of  the  mod 
pleating  and  natural  of  our  fong^ 
writers.  The  jufmefs  and  beauty 
of  his  fentiments,  and  the  agree* 
able  familiarity  of  his  language 
and  manner,  render  him  equally 
intelligible  and  delightful  to  all 
ranks ;  at  lead  wherever  nature 
can  be  judge.  With  lefs  affecta- 
tion, Smart  would  probably  have 
been  intitled  to  a  limilar  cha- 
racter. 

44  Dr.  Percy,  now  bifliop  of 
Dromore,  the  editor,  and  author 
of  lome  pieces  in  the  Reliables  of 
Ancient  imglifti  Poetry,  io  fre- 
quently noticed,  has,  independently 
of  his  connibutions  to  that  work, 
favoured  the  public  with  one  molt 
beautiful  fong.  It  would  not  de- 
preciate the  merit,  though  it  might 
aftccl  the  originality,  of  this  elegant 
competition,  it  it  were  univcrlully 
Tcnown  to  be  a  clofe  imitation  of 
fome  of  the  mod  tender  and  po- 
etical paffages  in  Henry  and 
Emma.  •  * 

1  44  The  late  Mr.  Dodfley,  Dr. 
Akentide,  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  Mr. 
Brercwood,  Mrs.  Pilkington,  (the 
two  laft  of  whom  deferve  particu- 
lar commendation;  although  the 
praiic  due  to  the  former  on  account 
of  the  two  pieces  here  inferted  is 
ncceflarily  accompanied  with  the 
cenfure  due  to  him  on  account  of 
the  two  which  were  obliged  to  be 
omitted),  fir  C.  H.  Williams,  and 
fir  J.  Moore  are  long  writers  of 
conl'equence  in  this  reign.  1  he 
lid  might  undoubtedly  be  increafed 
with  names  no  lefs  refpc&able ; 
and  there  are  numerous  competi- 
tions, which,  though  they  might 
do  credit  to  any  author,  have  been 
Claimed  by  none. 

1  44  The  fertile  but  licentious  una* 

.    *'  .  *  *  •  * 


gi nation  of  Stevens  has  fupplied  ut 
with  a  volume  of  fongs.  It  hat 
been  the  ftudy  of  this  celebrated 
bard  (for  he  fung  what  he  corn- 
poled)  to  promote  the  hilarity  of 
the  feftive  board,  and  44  fet  the 
table  on  a  roar.?>  And  it  is  onlj 
fair  to  fay,  that  his  attempts  have- 
generally  proved  fuccefsful.  Kut 
as  the  convivial  difpoiition  of  thofe 
whom  it  was  his  buftnefs  to  pleate 
was  not  characterised  by  its  delU 
cacy,  many  of  his  compositions  are 
fuch  as,  in  a  purer  age,  would  have 
obtained  him  rather  infamy  than, 
credit.  Woty,  a  genius  of  a  limi- 
lar turn,  is  intitled,  though  in  a 
finallcr  degree,  to  the  fame  kind 
of  praife. 

44  The  Vaudevilles  which  Gar- 
rick  and  Paul  Whitehead  compofed 
for  the  ftage  toward  the  end  of  this 
reign  are  excellent  in  their  kind, 
and  well  deferved  the  popularity 
they  acquired.  One  of  thele  pieces 
is  inferted  in  the  prefent  collection. 
44  Hearts  of  Oak"  has  even  greater 
merit,  and  44  In  ftory  we're  told'* 
is  without  its  equal  in  the  lan- 
guage 

44  The  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  long  is  not  among  the; 
blellings  of  the  prefent  reign.  The 
number  of  writers  and  productions 
of  merit  in  this,  and  indeed  io  eve- 
ry other  fpecies  of  poetry,  is  com- 
parativcly  fmall.  We  have  one 
long  by  Churchill,  and  a  few  by 
Lloyd ;  but  thele  compositions, 
though  certainly  not  devoid  of  me- 
rit, are  far  from  being  equal  to 
their  poetical  abilities.  Goldfmith 
and  C  unningham  are  fong-writers 
of  this  period.  And  lince  it  it 
not  the  extent  but  the  excellence 
of  the  compoiition  which  coniti- 
tutes  the  poet,  if  the  former  had 
produced  nothing  but  the  two 
lianzas  inferted  under  li  s  name  in 

the 
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die  prefcnt  volume,  he  would  have  be  detached  from  the  dramatic  cha- 

been  intitled  to  an  eminent  rank,  ratters  to  which  they  belong.  Had 

Cunningham,  though  not  equal  to  his  integrity  and  candour  been  equal 

bis  countryman  in  native  genius,  to  his  genius,  he  would  have  raerit- 


and  ltiii  lefs  fo  in  learned  applies  ed  a  greater  praifc.  To  the 

tion,  pofteffes  a  pleating  fimpiicity  raufe  of  Mrs.  Barbauld  we  are  con* 

which  cannot  fail  to  recommend  fiderably  indebted.   The  mvenious 

him  to  a  reader  of  unadulterated  and  elegant  author      the  School 

eiitc.    This  fiMpiicity  may,  per-  for  iyandal  has  llicvn  that  the  dem 

haps,  in  fmne  of  his  compositions,  ma  is  not  the  only  (pecxrs  of  r\» 

be  thought  too  great ;  but  when  it  poetical  art  at  hii  command.  His 

is  known  that  they  were  neceflarily  longs  are  not  lefs  remarkable  tor 

adapted  to  the  intellects  of  a  coun*  their  Angularity  than  for  their 

try  theatre,  little  cent'ure  can  be  merit;  tew  of  any  confequencehav- 

juftiy  incurred  by  the  poet,  ing  appeared  for  fome  years  bcrore 

**  Bickerftaff  has  been  fortunate  the  Duenna,  and  none,  betide  his 

that  fo  many  of  his  beft  fongs  can  own,  fince. 


OBSERVATIONS  in  FAVOUR  of  WRITING  COMEDIES  in 

RHYME. 

[From  the  Preface  to  Mr.  Hayley's  Plays  of  Three  Acts,  written  for  a 

private  Theatre.  J 

H    AS  the  following  plays  were  into  the  mod  barbarous  mode  of 

/\  intended  only  for  a  private  dramatic  competition, 

theatre,  I  have  been  tempted  by  **  For  the  boldnefs  of  an  at- 

that  circumftance  to  introduce  a  tcmix,  which  has  no  modern  pre* 

kind  of  novelty  into  our  language,  cedent  to  plead  in  its  behalf,  fome 

by  writing  three  comedies  in  rhvmc,  apology  may  be  due  to  the  public, 

though  the  Comic  Mufe  of  our  44  in  the  tint  place,  I  beg  it 

country  has  beert  long  accuftomed  may  not  be  fuppofed,  that  by  writ* 

to  cxpref3  herfelf  in  profe,  and  her  ing  a  comedy  in  rhyme,  I  mean  to 

cuftom  has  the  fanltion  of  fettled  convpy  an  indirect  Venture  on  the 

precept,  and  fuccefsful  example,  contrary  practice.     No  one  can 

The  antiquarian,  indeed,  may  re-  prize  more  highly  than  I  do  the 

mind  me  that  Gammer  Gurton's  many  excellent  comedies  in  profe, 

Needle,  one  of  the  earlieft  of  our  with  which  our  language  is  cn- 

cld  plays,  with  other  comic  pror  riched.    I  am  very  far  from  en* 

ductions  of  that  rude  period^  was  tertainin^  a  wifli  to  overturn  the 

written  m  rhyme  ;  and  poflibly  ceremonial  which  the  Comic  Mufe 

fome  faffidious  enemies  of  that  Go-  of  England  ha*  eftabliflied  ;  but  I 

thic  jingle,  as  they  affect  to  call  it,  hope  to  find,  our  country  as  much 

may  confider  the  prefent  publica-  a  friend  to  toleration  in  the  forms 

qoa  as  nothing  more  than  a  rclapfc  of  fitcrature  as  in  thofe  of  religion. 
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Tho*  cotton*  of  ether  enfignfenetl  recdmVftcndin^  the  ufe of  rhyme  m> 

nation*,  botiV  ancient  and  modern,  ^r^ltfh  ?li*gedy,  1  ara  inclined  Ca 

may  be  pleaded  ory  this-  o«r\:  tft^r.  in  hope  that  he  might  be  equally  miU 

behalf  of  veVte.    Afiff^'t         in  taken*  m*  -fupoolirfg  It  utterly  uti* 

Jlis  play  of  the  Cle-jds,  leems  to  Anted* to  our  Comie  M"u4*e.  It  may 

pride  hWflf  on  nb  poetry.    ArU  be  uiged?  ind^edy  wk±  greaii  rruthy 

ofto  having  written  two  comedies  that  a  comedy  in  rhyme  cannot  be 

jn  prbfe,  converted  them  both  *mto  fo  cloie  a  copy  or"  Nature  as  a  co* 

metre  at  a  maturer  periled  of  his  mevty  In  prole,,  the  latter  adhsiuag 

life ;  and  Moliere,  the  unrivalled  to  the  very  language  of  commoa 

jnafter  of  $hc  French  comic  theatre,  fife.    But  from  ai  Biter  art  we  may 

who  has  written  admirably  both  in  borrow,  at  leaft,  a  plauliblc  argu-» 

|>rofe  and  rhyme,  is,  1  think,  moil  ment  in  favour  of  poetry,  on  tho 

admirable,  and  molt  truly  comic,  preicntoccafion.  The  great  mafter, 

when  he  adheres  to  the  latter.  who  has  defcanted  fo  happily  on 

"  To  the  author  who  attempts  a  the  principles  of  painting,  obferves, 

comedy  in  EngUfh  rhyme,  our  lan-  with  great  propriety,  in  one  of  his 

guage  feems  to  offer  an  advantage,  difcourfe3,  that  **  we  arc  not  al- 

which  the  French  poet  did  not  ways  pleafed  with  the  moil  abfi> 

enjoy.  The  Comic  Mufe  of  France  lute  polfible  refemblance  of  an  imi* 

has  chiefly  confined  herfelf  to  that  tation  to  its  original  object ;  cafes 

ftrufture  of  verfe,  which  belongs  may  exil>,  in  which  fuch  a  refem- 

equally  to  her  Tragic  Sifter,    In  blance  may  be  even  difagrceable. 

the  poetry  of  our  nation,  this  par-  I  mail  only  obferve,  that  the  effect 

ticular  meafure  is  appropriated  to  of  figures  in  wax-work,  though 

fportivc  fubjecls ;  and  though  hi-  certainly  a  more  exad  reprefenta- 

therto  not  ufed  in  comedy,  it  pof-  tion  than  can  be  given  by  painting 

fefles  to  an  Englifh  ear  a  very  co-  or  fculpture,  i3  a  fuflicient  proof 

rnic  vivacity.    That  it  is  highly  that  the  pleafure  we  receive  from 

calculated  for  poems  of  wit  and  imitation  is  not  increafed  merely 

humour,  we  have  a  (hiking  proof  in  proportion  as  it  approaches  to 

in  that  moll  exquifite  production  minute  and  detailed  reality  :  we  are 

the  Bath  Guide.    How  far  it  may  pleafed,  on  the  contrary,  by  feeing 

fucceed  through  the  varied  fcenes  ends  anfwered  by  feeming  inade- 

of  an  Englifh  play,  experiment  only  equate  means."    On  theic  prin- 

can  determine.''  ciples,  which  perhaps  are  equally 

44  When  I  rcfleft  what  long  and  jult  in  the  two  kindred  arts,  a  co- 

eftablifhed   prejudice   a   rhyming  rnedy  \n  rhyme  may  be  ftill  more 

play  mult  encounter — when  I  re-  entertaining   than  a  comedy,  of 

member  t^at  even  Dryden  himfelf,  equal  merit  in  other  points,  which 

the  molt  able  advocate,  and  the  confines  itfelf  to  prole ;  and  a  cri- 

greateft  mafter  o'f  rhyme  in  our  tic  whq  exclaims  againfi  the  un- 

language,  has  exprefsly  condemned  natural  effect  of  a  rhyming  dia* 

the  uie  of  it  in  comedy — I  am  logue,  may  as  juftly  cenfure  a  por- 

alarmed  at  the  hardinefs  of  my  at-  (ra.it  on  canvas,  becaufe  it  is  not  fo 

tempt ;  but  when  I  recollect  that  exact  a  copy  of  life  as  an  image  of 

time,  the  moft  infallible  teft  of  li.  coloured  wax*   la  both,  cafe*  the 

terary  opinion,  has  fully  fhewn.  the  artifr  whether  painter  or  poet  ma 

mitiake  of  that  irnrnom*  foat,  vf  called  a-  wu*  and  a  pleat 

ing 
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jng  copier  of  Nature,  if  he  pre*  fall  not  within  the  daft  which  that 

ferves  as  high  a  degree  of  rclem-  lively  writer  has  fo  juftly  profcrib- 

blance  as  his  mode  of  imitation  ed,  the  author  may  be  allowed  to 

will  admit,  and  embellifhes  his  hope,  that  his  liberal  and  enlighten  - 

work  with  the  attractive  and  almoft  cd  readers  will  look.  *»l:h  indul- 

indifpenfible  graces  of  eafc,  fpirit,  pence  on  a  publication,  which  arofe 

and  freedom.  from  his  wiih  to  introduce  a  ftrik* 

.  <*  It  is  faid  by  Voltaire  of  thea-  ing,  and  he  trails  not  a  blameable, 

trical  compofition  in  general,  "Tout  variety  into  the   amufement*  of 

les  genres  font  bons  bors  U  genre  ennu-  Engliih  literature." 
yeux."    If  the  prcfent  comtdie* 
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EXTRACT  from  a  PAPER  on  the  MEANS  of  difcovering  the 
Diftance,  Magnitude,  &c.  of  the  FIXED  STARS,  in  Confequence 
of  the  Diminution  of  the  Velocity  of  their  LIGHT.  By  the  rev. 
John  Michell,  B.  D.  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Seventy -fourth  Volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfac"Hons.] 

"    A  Ccording  to  Monf.  Bou-  for,'  though  we  have  indeed  very 
2  \  guer  (lee  his  Traitc  d'Op-  flight  grounds  to  £o  upon  with  re- 
tique)  the  brightnefs  of  the  fun  gard  to  the  fpccific  brightnefs  of 
exceeds  that  of  a  wax  candle  in  the  fixed  (tars  compared  with  that 
no  lefs  a  proportion  than  that  of  of  the  fun  at  prefent,  and  can 
8000  to  1 .  If  therefore  the  bright-  therefore  only  form  very  uncertain 
nefs  of  any  of  the  fixed  ftars  Ihould  and  random  conjectures  concerning 
not  exceed  that  of  our  common  it,  yet  from  the  infinite  variety 
candles,  which,  as  being  fomething  which  we  find  in  the  works  of  the 
lefs  luminous  than  wax,  we  will  creation,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to 
fuppofe  in  round  numbers  to  be  only  fufpect  that  very  poilibty  fome  of 
one  lo.ocodth  part  a*  bright  as  the  the  fixed  ftars  may  have  fo  little 
fun,  fuch  a  fta'r  would  not  be  vifi-  natural  brightnefs  in  proportion  to 
blc  at  more  than  an  loodth  part  of  their  magnitude,  as  to  admit  of 
the  diftance,  at  which  it  would  be  their  diameters  having  fome  fen- 
vifiblc,  if  it  was  as  bright  as  the  fible  apparent  fize,  when  they  fhall 
fun.    Now  becaufe  the  Tun  would  come  to  be  more  carefully  examin- 
flill  appear,  I  apprehend,  as  lumi-  ed,  and  with  larger  and  better  te- 
nous,  as  the  flar  Sirius,  when  re-  lefcopes  than  have  been  hitherto  in 
moved  to  400,000  times  his  prefent  common  ufe. 
diftance,  fuch  a  body,  if  no  bright-  44  With  regard  to  the  fun,  we 
cr  than  our  common  candles,  would  know  that  his  whole  furface  is  ex- 
only  appear  equally  luminous  with  tremely  luminous,  a  very  fmall  and 
that  ftar  at  4000  times  the  diftance  temporary  interruption  fometimes 
©f  the  fun,  and  we  might  then  be-  from  a  few  fpots  only  excepted, 
gin  to  be  able,  with  the  beft  telef-  This  univerfal  and  exceflive  bright* 
copes,  to  diftinguifh  fome  feniible  nefs  of  the  whole  furface  is  pro- 
apparent  diameter  of  it ;  but  the  bably  owing  to  an  atmofpharre, 
apparent  diameters  of  the  uars  of  which  bcin£  luminous  throughout, 
the  lefs  magnitudes  would  ftill  be  and  in  fome  meafure  alfo  tranfpa- 
too  fmall  to  be  diftinguilhable  even  rent,  the  light,  proceeding  from  a 
with  our  beft  telefcopes,   unlefs  confiderable  depth  of  it,  all  arrives 
they  were  yet  a  good  deal  lefs  lu-  at  the  eye  ;  in  the  fame  manner  a* 
xninous,  which  may  pnifiblv  how-  the  light  of  a  great  number  of  can- 
ever  be  the  oafe  with  fome  of  them  ;  dies  would  do,  if  they  were  place* 
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one  behind  another,  and  their  thoufand  time*  his  prefent  diftancc 
flames  were  fufhcicntly  tranfparent  would  fiiH  appear,  I  apprehend, 
to  permit  the  light  of  the  more  as  bright  as  Sirius,  as  i  have  ob- 
diflant  ones  to  pafs  through  thofe  ferved  above  ;  whereas  it  is  hardly 
that  were  nearer,  without  any  in-  to  be  expected,  with  any  tclefcopeA 
terruption.  whatfocver,  that  we  mould  erer 
u  How  far  the  fame  conftitution  fee  abk-to-diiUHTfuim  a  well-defined 
may  take  place  in  the  fixed  liars  difc  of  any  body  of  the  fame  lize 
we  don't  know-;  probably  hpw-  with  the  fun  at  much  more  than 
ever  it  may  do  fo  in  many ;  but  ten  thouCmd  limes  his  dtfancc. 
there  arc  feme  appearances  with  "  Hence  fhe  £rcatcft  difiancc  at 
regard  to  a  few  of  them,  which  which  it  would  ne  pollible  to  di£ 
feem  to  make  it  probable,  that  it  tinguifii  any  'fen  fib  le  apparent  dia- 
iloes  aot-iio  fo  uruverfally*  Now,  meter  of  a  body  as  denfe  as  the 
5f  1  am  right  in  fuppofing  the  light  fun  cannot  well  -greatly  exceed  frwf 
of  the  fun  to  proceed  fromVlu-  hundred  times  ten  thoufand,  that 
minous  atmofphaerc,  which  muflnc-  b,  five  million  times  the  ditfance 
ceifarily  diffufe  itfclf  equally  over  of  the  fun;  for  if  the  diameter  of 
the  whole  furfacc,  and  I  think  Tuch  a  body  was  rtot  lefs  than  five 
there  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  hundred  times  that  of  the  fun,  it* 
this  is  really  the  cafe,  this  con'.!!-  ligh-;,  could  never  arrive  at  us. 
tution  cannot  well  take  place  in  4i  If  there  mould  really  cxift  in 
thofe  ftars,  which  are  in  fame  dc-  nature  any  bodies,  whofe  dcnlity 
grec  periodically  more  and  left  lu-  is  not  lefs  than  that  of  the  fufy 
minous,  fuch  as  that  in  Collo  Ceti,  and  whofe  diameters  arc  more  thaa 
&C.  It  is  alfo  not  very  improba-  qoo  times  the  diameter  of  the  fun, 
ble,  that  there  is  fomc  difference  lince  their  light  could  hot  arrive  ar 
From  that  of  the  fun,  in  the  con-  us  j  or  if  there  mould  exift  any 
iHtution  of  thofe  liars,  which  have  other  bodies  of  a  fomewhat  fmaller 
Fomctimcs  appeared  and  fomctimcs  fize,  which  arc  not  naturally  Iu- 
ilifappcarcd,  of  which  that  in  the  minous  ;  of  the  exigence  of  bo- 
conllcliation  of  Caifiopcia  is  a  not-  dies  under  cither  of  thefe  circum- 
able  intiar.ee.  And  if  thofe  con-  fiances,  we  could  have  no  infor- 
jeclurcs  are  well  founded  w  hich  mation  from  fight ;  yet,  if  any 
have  been  formed  by  fome  philo-  other  luminous  bodies  mould  hapJ 
(bphers  concerning  ftars  of  thefe  pen  to  revolve  about  them  we 
kinds,  that  thoy  arc  not  wholly  might  £1111  perhaps  from  the  rm> 
luminous,  or  at  lcalt  not  conllantly  tions  of  thefe  revolving  bodies  in- 
fo, but  that  all,  or  by  far  the  fer  the  exigence  of  rhc  central  ones 
greatcft  part  of  their  furfaces  is  with  fomc  degree  of  probability^ 
fubjeel  to  confidcrablc  changes,  as  this  might*  afford  a  clue  to  fome 
fomctimcs  becoming  luminous  and  of  the  apparent  irregularities  of 
at  other  times  being  extinguilhcd  ;  the  revolving  bodies,  which  would 
it  is  amongft  the  ftars  of  this  fort,  not  calily  explicable  on  any 
that  we  are  molt  likely  to  meet  with  other  hypothecs  :  but  a*  the  con- 
Inftances  of  a  fenfiblc  apparent  fecjucnccs  of  fuch  a  fuppolition  are 
^diameter,  their  light  being  much  very  obvious,  and  the  contidera- 
more  likely  not  to  be  fo  great  in  tion  of  them  fomewhat  befi.de  vay 
proportion  as  that  of  the  fun,  prefent  purpofe,  I  (hall  not  profc- 
which,  if  removed  to  four  hundred  cute  them  any  farther* 
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4i  The  diminution  of  the  velo- 
city of  light,  in  cafe  it  ihould  be 
found  to  take  place  in  any  of  the 
fixed  itars,  is  the  principal  phaeno- 
menon  whence  it  is  propofed  to 
difcover  their  diftance,  &c.  Now 
the  means  by  which  we  may  find 
what  this  diminution  »mount§  to, 
feems  to  be  fupplied  by  the  differ- 
ence which  would  be  occafioned  in 
confequencc  of  if,  in  the  refran^i- 
fcility  of  the  light,  whofe  velocity 
fliould  be  fo  diminifhed.    For  let 
us  fuppofe  with  lir  Ifaac  Newton 
(fee  his  Optics,  prop.  vi.  para^.  4 
and  5.)  that  the  refraction  of  lijjht 
is  occafioned  by  a  certain  force  im- 
pelling it  towards  the  refracting 
medium,  an  hypothefw  which  per- 
fectly accounts  for  all  the  appear- 
ances.   Upon  this  hypothecs  the 
♦elocity  of  light  in  any  medium, 
In  whatever  direction  it  falls  upon 
k,  will  always  bear  a  given  ratio 
to  the  velocity  it  had  before  it  fell 
upon  it,  and  the  fines  of  incidence 
and  refraction  will,  in  confequence 
of  this,  bear  the  fame  ratio  to  each 
other  with  thefe  velocities  inverfe- 
ly.    Thus,  according  to  this  hy- 
pothetic, if  the  lines  of  the  angles 
of  incidence  and  1  *fractiof when 
light  pades  out  of  air  into  glafs, 
are  in  the  ratio  of  31  to  ic,  the 
velocity  of  light  in  the  glafs  mu ft 
be  to  its  velocity  in  air  in  the  fame 
proportion  of  3 1  to  20.    But  be- 
taufe  the  areas,   reprefertting  the 
forces  generating  thefe  velocities, 
are  as  the  fquares  of  the  veloci- 
ties :  thefe  areas  muft  be  to  each 
other  as  961  to  400.    And  if  400 
represents  the  area  which  eorref- 
ponds  to  the  force  producing  the 
original  velocity  of  light,  561,  the 
difference  between  961  and  .;oc, 
#mft  reprefent  the  area  correfpond- 
fetg  to  the  additional   force,  by 
which  the  light  was  accelerated  at 
Ac  furface  of  the  <*laf«. 


*'  We  fuppofed,  by  way  of  ex- 
nmple,  the  velocity  of  the  light 
of  fome  particular  liar  to  be  dhni- 
nilhed  in  the  ratio  of  19  to  ao, 
and  it  was  there  obferved,  that  the 
area  reprefenting  the  remaining 
force  which  would  be  neccflkry  to 
generate  the  velocity  1 9,  was  there- 
tore  properly  reprefentcd  by  **£dtlt 
parts  of  the  area,  that  ihould  re* 
prcfent  the  force  that  would  be 
cefiary  to  generate  the  whole  velo- 
city of  light,  when  urdkniaimed. 
If  then  we  add  56  iT  the  area  re* 
prefenting  the  force  by  which  the 
litrht  is  accelerated  at  the  furface  of 
the  glafs,  to  361,  the  area  repre* 
fenting  the  force  which  would  have 
generated  the  diminifticd  velocity 
of  the  itar's  light,  the  fquare  root 
of  922,  their  fum,  will  reprefent 
the  velocity  of  the  light  with  the 
diminifhed  velocity,  alter  it  has  en-* 
tered  the  glafs.  And  the  fquare 
root  of  922  being  30,564,  the  lines 
of  incidence  and  refraction  of  fuck 
light  out  of  air  into  glafs  will  con- 
fequently  be  as  30,364  to  19,  or 
what  is  equal  to  it,  as  31,96  to  20> 
inftead  of  3 1  to  2c,  the  ratio  of  the 
lines  of  incidence  and  refraction* 
when*  the  li^ht  enters  the  glafe 
with  its  velocity  undiminifhed. 

**  From  hence  a  prifm,  with  * 
fmall  refracting  angle,  might  per- 
haps be  found  to  be  no  very  incon-' 
venicnt  inftrument  for  this  pur- 
pofe  :  for  by  fuch  a  prifm,  whofe 
refracting  angle  was  of  one  minute, 
for  inftance,  the  light  with  its  ve- 
locity undiminiflied  would  be  turn- 
ed out  of  its  way  3 and  with 
the  diminished  velocity  33",  8^ 
ne*.  **ly,  the  difference  oetwcea 
whici  being  almofl  2  '.  5  if' ,  would 
be  the  quantity  by  which  the  light, 
whofe  velocity  was  dimi  mined,- 
would  be  turned  \>ut  of  its  way 
more  than  that  whofe  velocity  war 
utidiminimed. 
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14  Let  us  now  be  fuppofed  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  a  prifin  to  look 
at  two  ftars,  under  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances  as  the  two  ftars  in 
the  example  above  mentioned, 
the  central  one  of  which  fhould 
be  large  enough  to  diminifli  the 
velocity  of  its  light  one  twentieth 
part,  whilft  the  velocity  of  the 
light  of  the  other,  which  was  fup- 
pofed to  revolve  it  about  as  a  fatel- 
lite,  for  want  of  fufficicnt  magni- 
tude in  the  body  from  whence  it 
was  emitted,  mould  fuffer  no  fen- 
fible  diminution  at  all.  Placing 
then  the  line,  m  which  the  two 
faces  of  the  prifm  would  interfect 
each  other,  at  right  angles  to  a 
line  joining  the  two  tars ;  if  the 
thinner  part  of  the  prifm  lay  to- 
wards the  fame  point  of  the  hea- 
vens with  the  central  ftar,  whole 
light  would  be  moft  turned  out  of 
its  way,  the  apparent  di fiance  of 
the  ftars  would  beincreafed  2".  53"' 
and  confequcntly  become  3".  53"' 
inftcad  of  1".  only,  the  apparent 
diftance  fuppofed.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  prifm  mould  be  turn- 
ed half  way  round,  and  its  thinner 
part  lye  towards  the  fame  point  of 
the  heavens  wiih  the  revolving  ftar, 
their  diftance  muft  be  diminiflied 
by  a  like  quantity,  and  the  central 
ftar  therefore  would  appear  i".53'" 
diftant  from  the  other  on  the  op- 
pofitc  fide  of  it,  having  been  re- 
moved from  its  place  near  three 
times  the  whole  diftance  between 
them. 

«*  Ai  a  prifm  might  be  made  ufe 
of  for  this  purpofe,  which  ihould 
have  a  much  larger  refracting  an- 
gle than  that  we  have  proposed, 
efpecially  if  it  was  conftrurted  in 
the  achromatic  way,  according  to 
Mr.  Dollond's  principles,  not  ortly 
fuch  a  diminution,  as  one  part  in 
twenty,  might  be  made  ftill  more 
diftinguifhable  ;  but  we  might  pro- 


bably be  able  to  difcover  confider- 
ably  lets  diminutions  in  the  velo- 
city of  light,  as  perhaps  a  hun- 
dredth, a  two  hundredth,  a  five 
hundredth,  or  even  a  thoufandth 
part  of  the  whole,  which,  accord- 
ing to  what  has  been  faid  above, 
would  be  occafioncd  by  fpharres, 
whofe  diameters  ftiould  be  to  that 
of  the  fun,  provided  they  were  of 
the  fame  denfity,  in  the  fevcral 
proportions  nearly  of  70,  50,  30, 
and  22  to  1  refpe&ivcly. 

"  If  fuch  a  diminution  of  the 
velocity  of  light,  as  that  above 
fuppofed,  mould  be  found  really  to 
take  place,  in  confluence  of  its 
gravitation  towards  the  bodies  from 
whence  it  is  emitted,  and  there 
ftiould  be  feveral  of  the  fixed  ftars 
large  enough  to  make  it  fufficiently 
feniible,  a  fet  of  obfervations  upon 
this  fubject  might  probably  give 
us  fome  confide r able  information 
with  regard  to  many  circumftances 
of  that  part  of  the  univerfe,  which 
is  vifible  to  us.  The  quantity  of 
matter  contained  in  many  of  the 
fixed  ftars  might  hence  be  judged 
of,  with  a  great  degree  of  proba- 
bility, within  fome  moderate  limits ; 
for  though  the  exact  quantity  muft 
ftill  depend  upon  their  denfity,  yet 
we  muft  fuppofc  the  denfity  moft 
•normoufly  different  from  that  of 
the  fun,  and  more  fo,  indeed,  than 
one  can  eafily  conceive  to  take 
place  in  fact,  to  make  the  error  of 
the  fuppofed  quantity  of  matter 
very  wide  of  the  truth,  fince  the 
denlity  which  is  ncccftary  to  pro- 
duce the  fame  diminution  in  the 
velocity  of  light,  emitted  from  dif- 
ferent bodies,  is  the  fquarc  of  the 
uuantity  of  matter  contained  in 
thofc  bodies  inverfcly. 

'*  But  though  we  might  poflibly 
from  hence  form  fome  reafonable 
guefs  at  the  quantity  of  matter 
contained  in  feveral  of  the  fixed 

ftar?  5 
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flars  ;  yet,  if  they  have  no  lumin-  diftance,    or  foecific  hri.rhr„,r. 

T:tn7n  T°,Ving,  Vb°Ut  Whtn  compared  withKrt 

wefliall,  ftil   be  at  a  lofs  to  form  or  with  one  another,  we  flu  1^ ill 

anv  probabe  judgment  of  their  want  fomethin-  more  to  form  a 

distance,  unlcls  we  had  fomcana-  farther  jud? mem  rTm!  * 
W  to  go  upon  tor  their  fpeciric       «  If     n'owcver>    ft  ^  . 

bnghtnefs,  or  hadW  other  means  found,  that  amonJfl  the  Pi"  tie  *  - 

of  difcovenng it :  there  is,  how-  or  anv  other  like  fvftem?  there  ar^ 

ever,  a  cafe  that  may  poffibly  oc-  fome  flats  that  a«  doX  tripk 

cur,   which  may  tend  to  throw  &c.  of  which  one  is  a  lar  cr J  n! 

uCI  tlUT  lh,S.mattCr-      .       <™1  body,  with  one  or  mo?e  iatd- 
I  have  (hewn  in  my  enquiry   ],tes  revolving  about  it,  an  J  the 

,?t0ihC/TbablCpaLr^ax'  &C'  of  ccnrral  body  fliould    ikewift  be 
the  fixed  flars    publilhcd  in  the   found  to  diminifli  the  veTocity  of 
Philofophical  Tranfadions  for  the   its  light ;  and  more  efpec'allv  \( 
y^  i!-?  h  u       "tremely  great   there  mould  be  feveral  fueh  in- 
probability  there  is   that  many  of  itances  met  with  in  the  fame  fyrtem ; 
the  fixed  nars  are  coUeded  together   we  fhould  then  begip  to  nave  a 
into  groups;  and  that  the  Pleiades   kind  of  meafure  both  of  the  di! 
Hi  particular  conftitute  one  ot  tbefe    fiance  of  fuch  a  fvftem  of  ftars  from 
groups.    Now  or  the  ftars  which   the  earth,  and  of  their  mutual  di- 
we  there  fee  col  eded  together,  it    Dances  from  each  other.    And  if 
is  highly  probable,  as  I  have  ot~   feveral  inftance*  of  this  kind  fhould 
ferved  in  that  paper,  that  there  »   occur  in  different  groups  or  fy. 
not  one  in  a  hundred  which  does    ftems  of  iWs,  we  might  klfo,  per- 
not  belong  jo  rhe  group  itfelf ;  and    haps,  begin  to  form  fomc  probable 
by  far  the  greaccft  part,  therefore,    conjectures  concerning  the  fpecific 
according  to  the  fame  idea,  mutt   denrity  and  brightncli  of  thenar* 
lye  within  a  fphwre,  a  great  circle    thcmfelves,    especially    if  the** 
of  which  is  ot  the  famefizc  with    flwuld  be  found  any  general  ana, 
a  circle  which  appears  to  us  to  in-    U,gV  between  the  quantity  of  the 
cludethewholcgroiip^Itwefup-   diminution  of  the  light  and  the 
pofe,  therefore,  this  circle  to  be   di.uncc   of  the   fvftem  deduced 
about   2-  in  diameter,  and  confe-   from  it :  as,  for  inirance,  if  thofo 
W™t{y™ly  abollt  a,  ?h'r!,c.th  Patt   liar,-,  which  had  the  -reitelr  efted 
of  the  diftance  at  which  it  is  lecn,    in  diminilhmg  the  velocity  of  litrht 
we  may  conclude,  with  the  highelt    lhould  in  general  give  a  neater 
degree  of  probability,  that  by  far    diltance  to  the  fv  llL,  when  fup- 
the  greatcft  part  of  rhefe  Oars  do    pofed  to  be  of  the  fame  denfify 
not  differ  m  their  dirtances  from    with  the  fun,  we -might  then  n/- 
the  fun  by  mo-c  than  about  o»e  part    turallv  conclude  from  thence,  that 
in  thirty,  and  trom  thence  deduce  a-   thev  arc  lefs  in  bulk,  and  of  greater 
fort  of  fcale  of  the  proportion  of  fpecil'c  deui'.t*,  than  thole*  Har, 
the  light  which  is  produced  by  dif-   which  dimini/h  the  velocitv  of  ll^h? 
fcrent  liars  ot  the  fame  group  or   lefs  and  vice  vcrfa.    Jn  like  rnSn. 
fyilem   in  the  Pleiades  at  lcaft  ;    ner?  if  the  hrj*r  ftars  were  to  give 
and,  by  a  fomewhat  probable  ana-    us  in  general  a  renter  or  lefequatj- 
Jogy,  we  may  do  the  fame  in  other   tity  ot  li<rht  in'proportion  to  their 
•fyAenis  likewife.    But  having  yet    bulk,  this  woujd  give  us  a  kind  of 
jo  means  of  knowing  their  real    atulotjy,  from  whence  we  mi^ht 
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haps  form  fome  judgment  of  the  this  fubjecr.  for  many  years,  or  pet* 
fpecific  brightnefs  of  the  liars  in  haps  fome  ages  to  come.  The  above 
general :    but,  at  all  adventures,  outlines,  therefore,  of  the  ufe  that 
we  fliould  have  a  pretty  tolerable  may  be  made  of  the  oMcrvatkras 
meafurc  of  the  comparative  bright-'  upon  the  double  ftars,  &c.  pro* 
nefs  of  the  fun  and  thofe  uars,  up*  vided  the  particles  of  light  fliould 
on  which  fuch  obfervations  fliould  be  fubject  to  the  fame  law  of  gra- 
he  made,  if  the  refult  of  them  vitation  with  other  bodies,  as  in 
mould  turn  out  agreeable  to  the  all  probability  they  are,  and  pro- 
ideas  above  explained.  vided  atyb  that  fome  of  the  liars 
"  Though  it  is  not  improbable,  ihould  be  large  enough  fenfibly  to 
that  a  few  years  may  inform  us,  dimiuim  their  velocity,  will,  1  hope, 
that  fome  of  the  great  number  of  be  an  inducement  to  thofe,  who 
double,  triple  ftars,  &c.  which  mly  have  it  in  their  power,  to 
have  been  obferved  by  Mr.  Her-  make  thefe  obfervations  for  the  be- 
fchel,  are  fyilems  of  bodies  revolve  nelit  of  future  generations  at  lean, 
ing  about  each  other,  efpecially  if  how  little  advantage  focver  we  may 
a  few  more  obfervers,  equally  in-  expert  from  them  ourfclvfcs  :  and 
genious  and  indutlrious  with  him-  yet  very  pollibly  fome  obfcrvatior\s 
felf,  could  be  found  to  fecond  his  of  this  fort,  and  fuch  as  may  be 
labours  j  yet  the  very  great  di-  made  in  a  few  years,  may  not  only 
fiance  at  which  it  is  not  unlikely  be  fufficient  to  do  fomcthing,  even 
many  of  the  fecondary  liars  may  at  prefont,  but  alfo  to  fliew,  thaf 
be  placed  from  their  principals,  much  more  may  be  done  hereafter, 
and  the  confequently  very  long  pe-  when  thefe  obfervations  fhall  bc- 
riods  of  their  revolutions,  leave  come  more  numerous,  and  have 
very  little  room  to  hope  that  any  been  continued  for  a  longer  period 
very  great  progrefs  can  be  made  in  of  years .** 


On  a  METHOD  of  deferring  the  relative  POSITIONS  and  MAG- 
NITUDES of  the  FIXED  STARS.  By  th«  rev.  Francis  Wol- 
l  as  Toy,  LL.B.  F.R.S. 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 

u  T?ROM  fome  alterations  which  me  was,  to  make  a  propofal  to 

JP   have  of  late  years  been  dif-  aftronomers  in  general ;  that  each 

covered,  in  the  relative  pofitions  fliould  undertake  a  Ariel  examina* 

and  apparent  magnitudes  of  a  few  tion  of  a  certain  di  finer,  in  the  hea- 

of  the  liars  we  called  fixed,  it  feems  vens  ;  and,  not  only  by  a 

not  unreafonablc  to  conclude,  that  mination  of  the  catalogues  I 


catalogs 

there  may  be  many  changes  among  publiihed,  but  by  taking  the  right 

others  of  them  we  little  fufpect.  afcenfion  and  declination  of  erenr 

This  thought  has  led  me  into  a  flar  m  their  fevcral  allotment,  t* 

wifli,  that  fome  method  were  adopt-  frame  an  exact  map  of  it,  with  a 

ed  whereby  to  detect  fuch  motions,  correfponding  catalogue  ;  and  to 

The  firft  idea  which  occurred  to  communicate  their  obfervations  to 
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on*  common  centre.   This  is  what      »  Td  dn  thi.  „.:.».  r 

I  could  be  glad  to  fee  begun.  livery  pedirion  ^  llc^W  ^r"' 

aftronomer  mud  wifh  itf  and  there-  ^  ,„iZ  thci}  the  reqmfitc  : 
fore  every  one  ihould  be  ready  to  K^f  6cU> 

take  hi,  Inare  in  it.    Such  a  pL,  £  to  Zc 5        £     H^rT  I" 

undertaken  with  fpirit,  and  car!  jud'Lur  L,„L      h"?  & 

tied  on  gradually  wfth  care,  would,  US  "tort  tar 

by  the  joint  labours  and  emulation       "  Thp  <V.li™„;«_  •    t        .  . 

of  fo  many  artronomcr,  as  arc  now  whkk^fe^K,  'tri'aU  it™ 

m  Europe,  produce  a  celeftial  Atlas  adopted  ind  .h  ln  „,     '  8 

ta  beyond^ny  thing  that  ha,  ever  S^m^nd.1    ^  K°W  ,e"- 

"'B^hi,*  would  be  a  work  of  lond'Itl^'^'       °f  Do'- 
rime,  and  not  within  the  Compaq  ^t^tr,^ 

not  out  of  the  reach  of  any' who  ^fct  J™  '-ff' 

"Median  altitude,  and  tranfrt,  dhSs?  £7  f  «^ 

can  be  taken  but  once  m  ,4  hour, ,  will  be  found  fufticfen  ?   Thi  te 

??i,^°"Kh  MC?uK'        there-  ™«*  1  wunt  o I  I  polar  h * 

fore  tedious.    Neither  can  any  re-  One  coarfely  made,  and  wit hn  ; 

««m.nat.on  of  them  be  made,  but  any  divilions  on  h circle  of  do 

with  the  fame  labour  as  at  the  nrft.  nilli„n,  will  anfwer   his  pur^fc 

Equatorial  kviors  are  in  the  hands  finer  tL.~  ;.  _„  purpoie, 

of  few-  ind  ran,;™.         Tn  ftnce  were ',  no  great  occalion  for 

m  tew ,  and  reynre  great  fkill.  accuracy  n  that  refoe<5r  •  bur  » 

Some  more  general  method  feem«l  the  heavenly  bod  es ^  are  more  rea 

wanting,    ,o  difcovcr  variation,,  dily  followed  by  an  equator  nlmo 

fei  '  I "iA*^  mr  tion  of  ^e  telefcope,  Z  Z  reU 

nSL£°^   *  ™nMet  '"I'  tive  ™  much  more  eaf  i; 

Rarely  to  a  more  flriA  invef-  ajfeerned  wh„  rhey  are  looked  a^ 

*  Turning  this  in  my  thought,,  M  horiLntaT  motion?  "j* 

I  confidered  that  the  noting  down  the  meridian,  would  be  aw  to  m  f- 

a.  the  time  the  exaa  appearance  of  lead  the  judgment.    It  iTf£J3» 

wha  one  fee,  would  be  far  more  neccflary  to^dd,  that  the  wires 

biTha,  apoea™n«ani,:lte^n'  muft  «  for  one  to  defc  ite 

JL„ arance.m?re  a  Parallel  of  the  equator  nearly, 

than  any  other  method.    A  draw-  Another  will  then  be  a  horary  c!r 

ing  once  made  would  remain,  and  cle  ;  and  the  whole  area  wftl  L 

could  be  confulteda.  any  future  divided  into ^eiglt  eoual  f^r  ' 

S?  °?J*DL,(  "  r  1  /faWn-  "      "  Thus  P4»red^  the  telefcope 

hrft  with ,  care,  a  tranfient  review  i,  to  be  pointed  to  a  knmni  iw 

would  drover  to  one,  whether  which  i,  »  be  brought™*  the 

finL  ^kftngeha!l^en^laCe  CentTC       common  inferfeatn  of 

fince  it  was  laft  examined.    Cata.  all  the  wires.    The  relative  pofi- 

logues,  or  verbal  descriptions  of  tions  of  fuch  other  flan  as  aoCr 

™i  fo ,we'lUC0UW  DOtaJwerth"  r?"the  fieW>  ^bejud&rf 

end  To  well.  hy  tbe  ^  whwfcw  gf  , ^  Jf  8=^  f 

»  *  *  from 


I 

i 
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from  the  centre  towards  the  cir- 
cumference, or  vice  vcrfa  ;  and  fo 
with  regard  to  the  ncarett  wire  rcf- 
pcctively.  Thcfe,  as  one  fees  them, 
arc  to  be  noted  down  with  a  black- 
lead  pencil  upon  a  large  meflage 
card  held  in  the  hand,mpon  which 
a  circle,  nmilarly  divided,  is  ready 
drawn.  (One  of  three  inches  dia- 
meter fecms  moll  convenient*)  The 
motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies  in 
fuch  a  telefcope  is  fo  How,  and  the 
noting  down  of  the  liars  fo  quickly 
done,  that  there  is  moll  conunonly 
full  time  for  it  without  moving  the 
telefcope.  When  that  is  wanted, 
the  principal  flar  is  eafily  brought 
fcack  again  into  the  centre  of  the 
field  at  pleafure,  and  the  work  re- 
fumed.  After  a  little  practice,  it 
is  altonifhing  how  near  one  can 
come  to  the  truth  in  this  way  : 
and,  though  neither  the  right  af- 
.eenfions  nor  the  declinations  arc 
laid  down  by  it,  nor  the  dillances 
between  the  liars  measured  ;  yet 
their  apparent  iiruations  being  prc- 
ftrved  in  black  and  white,  with 
the  day  and  year,  nnd  hour  if 
thought  ncccflary,  written  under- 
neath, each  card"  becomes  a  rcjfif- 
ter  of  the  then  appearance  of  that 
.  final  1  portion  ot  the  heavens  j 
which  is  calily  re-examined  at  any 
time  with  little  more  than  a  tran- 
fient  view;  and  which  \et  will 
Ihcw  on  the  firit  glance,  if  there 
Ihould  have  happened  in  it  any  va- 
riation of  confequence.  It  is  ob- 
vious, that  very  delicate  obferva- 
tions  are  not  to  be  made  in  this 
way. 

**  What  I  firft  happened  to  pitch 
upon  was  the  conflellation  ot  Co- 
rona Borealis,  which  then  fronted 
one  of  my  windows ;  and  which  I 
have  lime  purfued  throughout  in 
this  method  ;  making  the  ftars  a, 

t'»  y->     »»     ^>  h  *>  «"»  f»  an£l 
lucceffively  central ;  together 


with  one  or  two  belonging  to 
Bootes,  tor  the  fake  of  connecting 
the  whole  together.  Thefe  i  have 
transferred  lince  on  a  flieet  of  pa- 
per, to  try  how  well  they  would 
unite  into  one  map ;  which  they 
have  done  with  veiy  little  altera- 
tion. 

44  My  defign  was,  after  mark- 
ing down  all  fuch  ftars  as  are  vifi- 
ble  with  fo  fmall  a  magnifier,  to 
go  over  the  whole  again  with  an- 
other telefcope  of  a  higher  power, 
divided  in  the  fame  way  ;  and  after 
that,  with  a  third  and  a  fourth ; 
fo  as  to  comprehend  every  ftar  I 
could  difcern.  That  would  dif- 
covcr  fmaller  changes  :  but  it  mult 
be  a  work  of  time,  if  attempted 
at  all*  After  fuch  a  rough  map  of 
the  conflellation  is  made,  the  en- 
deavouring to  afcertain  the  right 
-afceniions  and  declinations  cf  thefc^ 
may  perhaps  be  acjvifcable  in  the 
next  place,  rather  thaa  fearchmg 
for  more. 

44  In  obfervirif  in  this  way  if  is 
manifeil,  that  the  places  of  fuch 
ftars  as  happen  to  be  under  or  very 
near  any  one  of  the  wires,  mull  be 
more  to  be  depended  upon,  than 
of  .what  arc  in  the  intermediate 
fpaces,  efpecially  if  towards  the 
edges  of  the  field  :  fo  alfo  what 
arc  nearer!  to  the  centre,  becaufe 
better  defined,  and  more  within  the 
reach  of  one  wire  or  another.  For 
this  reafon,  different  liars  in  the 
fame  fet  muft  fucceffivcly  be  made 
central,  or  brought  towards  one  of 
the  wires,  where  any  fufpicion 
aiiles  of  a  mifiake,  in  order  to  ap- 
proach nearer  to  a  certainty  :  but 
if  the  It  and  of  the  telefcope  be  to- 
lerably well  adjuflcd  and  fixed  la 
its  place,  that  is  foon  done. 

44  In  fuch  a  glafs  it  is  very  fel- 
dom  that  light  is  wanting  fufficient 
to  difcern  the  wires.  When  an  il- 
luminator is  required,  I  find,  that 

fjr 
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for  this  purpofc,  where  you  wifh  is  mod  likely  to  he  wanting,  and 
to  fee  every  fmall  liar  you  can,  a  therefore  mull  be  determined  upon  ; 
piece  of  card  or  white  pafteboard,  becauie,  alter  finding  things  time 
projecting  on  one  fide  beyond* the  after  time  jull  as  they  wck,  one's 
tube,  and  which  maybe  brought  hopes  of  difeovering  any  thing  hew 
forward  occafionally,  is  better  than  will  llackcn.  But  the  different 
one  of  any  other  kind.  Bv  cutting  fiate  of  the  air,  or  of  one's  own 
acrofs  a  fmall  fegment  of  the  ob-  eye,  will  frequently  oecafion  a 
jeft-glafs,  it  throws  a  fufficient  frelh  liar  to  become  vilible,  or  a 
light  down  the  tube,  though  a  fmall  one  which  had  been  noted 
candle  is  at  a  great  di (lance  ;  and  down  to  fecm  to  have  difappetrcd  ; 
one  may  lofe  fight  of  that  falfc  and  fuch  a  mere  accident  wjII  fcrve 
glare  when  one  pleafes,  bv  draw-  to  re-kindle  the  defire  of  purfuing 
mg  back  the  head,  and  moving  the  ir.  Befidcs,  if  we  obferve  no 
eye  a  lktle  fide-ways,  and  then  one  change  after  a  tolerable  interval  of  • 
fees  the  fmaller  liars  jull  as  well  as  aifiduous  fearch,  we  may  at  any 
if  no  illuminator  were  there.  time  turn  to  another  ampliation  : 

"  This  then  is  the  method  I    yet  ought  we  never  to  abandon  the 
would  recommend  to  the  practical    former  entirely,  after  having  once 
aflronomer,  for  becoming  acquaint-   publickly  undertaken  it,  without 
cd  with  the  appearance  of  the  liars,   giving  notice  of  our  lb  doing, 
and  fetting  a  watch  over  the  hca-       "  In  the  cards  or  maps,  it  may 
venly  motions.  After  a  very  few  tri-    be  obferved,   I  have  not  marked 
als,  every  one  would  find  this  eafy.    the  refpective  lizes  of  the  liar?. 
And  if  each  perfon  of  every  rank    Nor  have  I  diftinguWhcd  them  in 
among  aflronomers  would  take  a   any  way,  excepting  a  few  of  them 
conllcllation  or  two  under  his  care,    with  Bayer's  Greek  letters.  Jt 
the  numbers  who  could  undertake   was  becaufe  I  have  not  hitherto  fa- 
it in  this  way  would  compenfate   risfied  myfelf  how  to  do  it.  Some 
for  the  defeats  of  a  plan  which    method  mull  be  ufed  by  every  one,  • 
cannot  afpire  at  great  accuracy,    to  defence  to   himfeff  what  he 
The  labour  of  it,  even  at  firll,  is    means;  but,- in  laying  any  thing 
but  little.     It  has  cod  me  more    before  the  public,  a  deference  ought 
time  indeed  than  I  ought  com-   to  be  paid  to  what  has  been  done 
moniy  to  allot  to  mere  amufement ;    bv  others.    The  callin?  any  liar 
becaufe  I  had  my  apparatus  to  con-   by  a  new  name  would  breed  con- 
trive, and    fcveral   different  and.  fuiion  :  and  as  1  was  defirous  this 
fruitlefs  fchemes  to  try,  before  I    fliould  appear  before  this  focicty  in 
could  fatisfy  myfelf.    font  h  quar-    its  firfl  rude  form,  that  a  judgment 
ter,  or  at  the  moil  halt,  an  hour,    might  be  made  from  it  how  far  fuch 
is  generally  fufficient  for  the  mark-   a  fcheme  would  promife  fuccefs,  I 
me  of  one  pretty  full  card  in  this    was  unwilling  to  look  into  cata- 
way  :  and  when  once  the  cards  are   logues  or  capital  maps  tor  the  nuni- 
ma'rked,   'and  a  general   map  of  bcr  or  names  of  the  liars,  letl  I 
the  conllcllation  is  formed,   a  lit-    fliould  be  tempted  to  adapt  the  po- 
tlc    time   given   to  it  in  a  fine    fitioiis  of  what  I  had  obferved  to 
evening,  -to  examine  whether  the   what  I  there  found  fct  dow'n  by 
liars  on  fuch  or  fuch  a  caid  re-   more  able  atfroromers.  Nothing, 
main  in  their  former  portion,  is   therefore,  but  a  hemifpherc  of- Se- 
attle trouble  indeed.  Pcrfcvcruncc  :k -a*  has  hi.  n  cunfuhed,  jull  for 
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knowing  how  far  the  conftellation  references  are  made  for  one's  own 
is  ufuafly  reckoned  to  extend,  and  convenience,  when  a  map  and  ca<» 
what  are  Bayer's  references.  talogue  are  given  to  the  public 
"  Should  this  plan  meet  with  (lock,  the  old  letters  and  numbers 
approbation,  1  (hall  be  happy  to  (hould  be  retained  as  far  as  they 
have  propoied  it ;  and  will  endea-  go :  though  yet  notice  (hould  be 
vour  ro  forward  it  in  any  way  that  taken,  where  the  magnitudes  of 
(hall  be  judged  proper  r  or  mould  the  liars  at  prefent  do  not  appear 
•   any  other  be  preferred,  which  is  to  correfpond  with  the  order  in 
within  the  abilities  and  lei  lure  of  which  they  have  been  laid  down, 
one  who  is  engaged  in  another  pro-.  ««  To  render  this  more  complete, 
fcluon,  I  (hall  be  as  happy  to  lend  it  were  to  be  wi(hed,  that  each 
what  alliltance  I  can  to  it.    My  aim  lhould  give  in  a  copy  of  his  origi- 
ns only,  to  render  fuch  oblerva-  nal  oblervations,  with  an  account 
tions  as  )  am  capable  of  making,  of  the  inflruments  he  ufed  ;  (ince 
ufeful  to  fcience.  they  ought  to  be  preferred  as  data 
«*  Before   I   conclude  on  this  from  whence  his  deductions  were 
head,  give  me  leave  to  add  a  few  made,  which  may  then  be  re-exa- 
hints.    Whether  this  method  be  mined  at  any  future  time.  Yet 
followed,  or  any  other,  if  a  gene-  muft  it  be  dcfired,  that  no  one 
ral  plan  be  let  on  foot,  whoever  would  trult  himfeif  without  carry- 
undertakes  a  conttcllation,  or  dif-  ing  on  his  calculations  as  fall  as 
trict,  lhould  determine  to  examine  the  obfervations  arc  made  :  they 
it  with  as  great  accuracy  as  he  can  ;  will  othcrwifc  multiply  upon  his 
yet  never  be  afliamcd  to  let  others  hands  till  the  labour  will  dilbearten 
know  of  his  miflakes.    The  error  him  from  attempting  it  at  all.  A 
of  one  proves  a  caution  to  another,  heap  of  crude  undigeftcd  obferva- 
8uch  a  rough  (ketch  once  made,  tions  would  be  an  unwelcome  pre- 
will  be  found  of  great  ufe  to  mott  fent  to  the  public, 
of  us,  in  knowing  -which  liar  next  "  Having  thus  Mated  this  pro- 
to  examine  with  greater  care.   He  pofal,   I  (hall  leave  it  to  be  pro- 
who  can  do  no  more  tl.an  this,  will  ceeded  upon,  or  not,  as  (hall  be 
do  a  ufeful  work  by  going  thus  far  :  feen  proper  :  and  will  now  only 
and  his  frequently  fwceping  over  fubjoin  a  lift  of  fuch  occalional  obr 
his  ditlrift  in  this  way,  may  lead  fervations  as  I  have  had  opportu- 
him  to  a  difcovery  which  might  nityof  making,  fmce  the  lail  which 
efcape  a  more  regular  aflronomer.  ]  communicated  to  this  fociety.  I 
But  whoever  can,  ought  to  do  find,  indeed,  that  it  is  much  lon- 
morc.    By  degrees  the  exact  pofi-  gcr  than  I  had  apprehended  :  but 
tions  of  every  ftar  he  has  noted  as  I  perceive  fome  aftronomeri 
down  may  be  afecrtained,  by  the  abroad  have  referred  to  a  few  of 
method  prachfed  by  Mr.dc  laCaillc  thofe  which  have  been  honoured 
iu  his  louthern  hemifphere,  or  by  with  a  place  in  our  T  ran  factions, 
any  other  which  (hall  be  e (teemed  it  may  be  as  well  to  follow  it  up, 
more  convenient.    Every  one,  in-   An  obfervation   retained  among 
deed,  mull  ufe  fuch  inllruments  as  one's  own  private  papers  1  hold  to 
he  can  procure  :  but  ailkluity  can  be  of  little  ufe. 
do  more  with  indifferent  ones,  than  **  One  thing  let  me  defire  ro- 
will  ever  be  accomplifhed  with  the    rci^ner*  to  remark  :  that  the  re- 
very  belt  without  ir.    Whatever   giiicrs  I  gave  of  the  going  of  my 
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clock  were  meant  only  as  the  re-  Sng  better.   The  time-keepers  in 

lations  of  a  mere  fait ;  that  a  clock,  molt  of  our  obfervatorics  arc  far 

of  fuch  a  conrtruc~tton,  kept  or  air  more  accurate ;    but,  excepting 

tcred  iti  race  fo  or  fo.    They  feem  thofe  of  the  Roval  Obfervatory  at 

to  have  undcrltood  jt  as  an  account  Greenwich,  their  accuracy  is  not 

of  a  capital   clock,  by  valuing  made  public." 
thcmfelvcs  upon  fome  of  theirs  gor 


— r- 


R  EFLEXJONS  on  the  CAUSE  of  METEORS. 

From  an  ACCOUNT  of  fome  late  FIERY  METEORS ;  with  OB- 
SERVATIONS, By  Charliis  Blagde.*,  Phylician  to  the  Army, 
and  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society, 

[From  the  fame  Volume,] 


T  Find  it  impoifible  to  quit  this 
X  fubjccl,  without  fome  reflex- 
ions about  the  caufe,  that  can  be 
capable  of  producing  fuch  appear? 
ances  at  an  elevation  above  the 
earth,  where,  if  the  atmofpherc 
cannot  abfolutely  be  faid  to  have 
ccafed,  it  is  certainly  to  be  confi- 
de red  as  next  to  nothing.  The 
firlt  idea  which  fuggetrcd  itfelf,  that 
they  were  burning  bodies  projected 
With  fuch  a  velocity,  was  quickly 
abandoned,  from  the  want  of  any 
known  power  to  raifc  them  up  to 
that  great  height,  or,  if  there,  to 
^ive  them  the  required  impetus ; 
and  the  ingenuity  of  Dr.  Hallcy 
foon  furniflied  him  with  another 
hypothefis,  in  which  he  thought 
b  >th  thefe  difficulties  obviated.  He 
luppofcs  thfcre  is  qo  projection  of  a 
tingle  body  in  the  cafe  ;  but  that 
a  train  of  combuttible  vapours,  ac- 
cumulated in  thofe  lofty  regions, 
is  fuddcnly  fet  on  fire,  whence  all 
the  phenomena  are  produced  by 
the  fucceflivc  inflammation.  But 
Dr.  Hallcy  gives  no  juft  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  thefe  vapours, 
nor  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
pan  bewailed  up  through  air  lb  ex- 


tremely rare  j  nor,  fuppofing  them 
fo  raifed,  does  he  account  for  their 
regular  arrangement  in  a  Untight 
and  equable  line  ot  fuch  prodigious 
extent,  or  for  their  continuing  to 
burn  in  fuch  rarefied  air.  Indeed, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  conceive,  how 
vapours  could  be  prevented,  in  thofe 
rt-rtons  where  there  is  in  a  manner 

o  t 

no  preffurc,  from  fpreading  out  on 
all  fides  in  confequence  of  their 
natural  clafticity,  and  inllnntly 
lofmg  that  degree  of  denfity  which 
fecms  nccctfary  for  inflammation. 
Befides,  it  is  to  be  expected,  that 
fuch  trains  would  fomctimcs  take 
fire  in  the  middle,  and  fo  prefent 
the  pha*nomenon  of  two  meteors 
at  the  fame  time,  receding  from 
one  another  in  a  direct  line. 

«« 'J  hefc  difficulties  have  induced 
other  philofophers  to  relinquilh 
Dr.  Hallcy 's  hypothefis,  and  pro- 
pole,  inftcad  ot  it,  one  of  a  very 
oppofite  nature,  that  meteors  ate 
permanent  folid  bodies,  not  railed 
up  from  the  earth,  but  revolving 
round  it  in  very  eccentric  orbits  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  they  are 
terrettrial  comet*.  The  objections 
to  this  opinioi;,  however,  teem  to 
/a  me 
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me  equally  gr«at.    Moll  obfervcrs  day-time,  either  with  the  nak*4 
dekribc  the  meteors,  not  as  look-  eye  or  telefcopes,  by  fome  of  the 
ing  like  folid  bodies,  but  rather  numerous  cbfervers  who  are  con- 
Jjke  a  fine  luminous  matter,  per-  ftantly   examining   the  heavens, 
pctually  changing  its  fhapc  and  With  regard  to  thefe  falling  ftars, 
appearance.    Of   this  many  de-  it  were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that 
fenders  of  the  opinion  arc  fo  fen-  obfervations  lhould  be  made  upon 
fiblc,  that  they  fuppofe  the  revolv-  them  by  different  perfons  in  con- 
in.r  body  gets  a  coat  or  atmofpherc  cert  at  dillant  ftations,  for  the  pur* 
of  electricity,  by  means  of  which  pofe  of  afecrtaining  their  height 
it  becomes  luminous ;  but,  I  think,  and  velocity;  which  would  tend 
whoever  caicfully  pcrufes  the  va-  very  much  to  illuftrate  all  this  part 
ricus  accounts  of  fire-balls,  and  of  meteorology, 
cfpecially  ours  of  the  1 8th  of  Au-  "  Another  argument  of  great 
guft,  when  it  divided,  will  per-  weight  againft  the  hypothefis  that 
ccive  that  their  phenomena  do  not  fire-balls  are  terrcftrial  comets,  is 
comfpond  with  the  idea  of  a  folid  taken  from  their  great  velocity.  A 
nucleus  enveloped  in  a  fubtile  fluid,  body  falling  from  infinite  fpace  to- 
any  more  than  with  the  conjecture  ward  the  earth,  would  have  ac- 
of  another  learned  gentleman,  that  quired  a  velocity  of  no  more  than 
they  become  luminous  by  means  of  7  miles  a  fecond,   when  it  came 
a  contained  fluid,  which  occafion-  within  50  miles  of  the  earth's  fur- 
ally  explodes  through  the  thick  fo-  face  ;  whereas  thefe  meteors  feem 
lid  outer  (hell.  to  move  at  ieaft  three  times  farter, 
"  A  lirong  objeftion  to  this  by-  And  this  objection,  if  there  be  no 
pothefis  of   permanent  revolving  miftake  in  regard  to  the  velocity 
bodies,  is  derived  from  the  great  of  the  meteors,  as  I  think  there  is 
number  of  them  there  mull  be  to  not,  abfokitely  overfets  the  whole 
anfwer  all  the  appearances.  Such  hypothefis. 

a  regular  gradation-  is  obferved,  "  What  then  can  thefe  meteors 

from  thofe  large  meteors  which  be  ?  The  only  agent  in  nature  with 

itrike  all  beholders  with  .aftoniih-  which   we  are  acquainted,  that 

mem,  and  occur  but  rarely,  down  feems  capable  of  producing  fuch 

to  the  minute  fires  called  lhooting  phsenomena,  is  electricity.     I  do 

lrar<,  which  are  feen,  without  being  not  mean  that  by  what  is  already 

regarded,  in  great  numbers  every  known  of  that  fluid,  all  the  ditfc- 

clear  nighr,  that  it  feems  impol-  culties  relative  to  meteors  can  be 

lible  to  draw  any  line  of  diftinc-  folved,  as  the  laws,  by  which  its 

tion  betweejj.  them,  or  deny  that  motions  on  a  large  fcale  are  regu- 

that  they  are  all  of  the  fame  na-  latcd  in  thofe  regions  fo  nearly 

ture.    But  fuch  a  crowd  of  revolv-  empty  of  air,  can  fcarcely,  I  ima- 

inz  bodies  could  fcarccly  fail  to  an-  pine,  be  inveAieated  in  our  fnull 

nounct,  their  exigence   by  fome  experiments  with  exhaufled  veflels  j 

other  means  than  merely  a  lumin-  but  only  that  fevcral  of  the  facts 

ous  train  in  the  night ;  as  for  in-  point  out  a  near  connexion  and 

/lance,  by  meeting  or  ju  ft  ling  fome-  anrJogy  with  electricity,  and  that 

times  near  the  earth,  or  by  falling  none  of  them  are  irreconcilable  to 

to  the  earth  in  confequence  of  va-  the  dii'covered  laws  of  that  fluid, 

liojus  accidents  :  at  leaft  we  might  «*  1.  Electricity  moves  with'fuch 
ix^'cci  they  wpuld  be  ften  in  the  a  prodigious  velocity,  as  to  elude. 
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all  the  atfflftpts  hitherto  made  by  ftrcam3  are  fuppnfcd  to  reach.  A 

philofophers  tat  detect  it ;  bat  the  fiinilar  caufe  may  oc  cation  the  ap^ 

fwiftnefs  of  meteors,  flaring  it  at  parent  explofion,  the  opening  of 

20  miles  a  fecond,l  is  fuch  as  no  more  channels  giving  new  vent  and 

experiments   yet  contrived  could  motion  to  the  electric  fluid.  May 

have  difcovercd,  and  which  fcems  not  the  deviation  and  explofion 

to  b»  long  to  electricity  alone.  This  which  appear  to  have  taken  placo 

is,  perhaps,  the  only  cafe  in  which  in  the  fire-ball  of  the  ibth  of  Au- 

the  courle  or  direction  of  that  fluid  guft  over  Lincolnlhirc,  have  been 

is  rendered    perceptible   to   our  determined  by  its  approach  toward 

fenfes,  in  confequencc  of  the  large  the  fens,  and  an   attraction  pro- 

fcaleon  which  thefe  fire-balls  move,  duced  by  that  large  body  of  moif- 

«'  2.  Various  electrical  phacnome-  ture  ? 
na  have  been  feen  attending  me-  **  j.  A  further  argument  for  the 
teors.  Lambent  flames  are  defcrib-  electric  origin  of  meteors  is  de- 
ed as  fettling  upon  men,  horfes,  duced  from  their  connexion  with 
and  other  objects ;  and  fparks  com-  the  northern  lights,  and  the  re- 
ing  from  them,  or  the  whole  me-  femblance  they  bear  to  thefe  elec- 
teor  itfelf,  it  is  faid,  have  damaged  trical  phamomcna,  as  they  are 
fhips,  houfes,  &e.  in  the  manner  now  almoft  universally  allowed  to 
of  lightning.  Thefe  facts,  I  muft  be,  in  feveral  particulars.  In- 
own,  are  but  obfeurely  related,-  fiances  are  recorded,  where  north- 
yet  ftill  they  do  not  feem  to  be  de-  ern  lights  have  been  feen  to  join 
ititute  of  foundation.  If  there  be  and  form  luminous  balls,  darting 
really  auy  hilling  noife  heard  while  about  with  great  velocity,  and  even 
meteors  ace  palling,  it  feems  cxpli-  leaving  a  train  behind  like  the  coin- 
cable  on  no  other  fuppolition  than  mon  fire-balls.  This  train  1  take 
that  of  ftreams  of  electric  matter  to  be  nothing  but  the  rare  air  left 
iffuing  from  them,  and  reaching  in  fuch  a  highly  electrified  ftatc  as 
the  earth  with' a  velocity  equal  to  to  be  luminous  ;  and  fomc  ftreams 
that  of  the  meteor,  namely,  in  of  the  northern  lights  arc  very 
two  or  three  feconds.  Accordingly,  much  like  it.  The  aurora  bore- 
in  one  of  our  late  meteors,  the  alis  appears  to  occupy  as  high,  if 
liiinn£  was  compared  to  that  of  not  .a  higher,  region  above  the 
electricity  illuing  from  a  conduc-  furface  of  the  earth,  as  may  be 
tor.  The  fparks  flying  off  fo  per-  judged  from  the  very  ditiant  coun- 
petually  from  the  body  of  lire-  tries  to  which  it  has  been  vifible  at 
balls,  may  pollibly  have  fomc  con-  the  fame  time :  indeed  the  great 
ncxion  with  thefe  ftreams.  In  the  accumulation  of  electric  matter 
fame  manner  the  found  of  cxplo-  fcems  to  lie  beyond  the  verge  of 
fions  may  perhaps  he  brought  to  our  atmofpherc,  as  cltimatcd  by 
us  quicker,  than  if  it  were  propa-  the  ceflfation  of  twilight.  Alio  with 
gated  through  the  whole  diihmcc  the  northern  lights  a  hilling  noife 
by  air  alone.  Should  thefe  ideas  is  faid  to  be  heard  in  fome  very 
be  well  founded,  the  change  of  cold  climates :  Gmclin  fpcaks  of 
direction  which  meteors  feem  at  it  in  the  mod  pointed  terms,  a* 
times  to  undergo,  may  poflibly  be  frequent  and  very  loud  in  the 
influenced  by  the  llatc  of  the  fur-  north-eaiVrn  part?  of  Siberia  ;  and 
trace  of  the  earth  over  which  they  other  travellers  have  related  iimilar 
are  palling,    and   to  which  the  fac^a. 

But 
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"  But,  in  my  opinion,  the  molt 
remarkable  analogy  of  all,  and 
that  which  tends  mod  to  elucidate 
the  origin  of  thefe  meteors,  is  the 
direction  of  their  courfe,  which 
fcems,  in  the  very  large  ones  at 
kaft,  to  be  conftantly  from  or  to* 
ward  the  north  or  north-weft  quar- 
ter of  the  heavens,  and  indeed  to 
approach  very  nearly  to  the  pre- 
fehrmagnetical  meridian.  This  is 
particularly  obfervable  in  thofe 
meteors  of  late  years  whofc  tracks 
hare  been  afcertained  with  moft 
exactnefs ;  as  that  of  November 
*6,  J75«,  defcribed  by  fir  John 
Pringle ;  that  of  July  17,  1771, 
treated  of  by  M.  Le  Roy ;  and 
this  of  the  iSth  of  laft  /\uerult* 
The  largeft  proportion  of  the  other 
accounts  of  meteors  confirm  the 
fame  obfervation,  even  thofe  of  a 
more  early  period ;  nay,  I  think, 
fome  traces  of  it  are  perceivable 
in  the  writings  of  the  ancients* 
Whether  their  motion  fhall  be  from 
the  northern  quarter  of  the  hea- 
vens or  toward  it,  feeros  nearly  in- 
different, as  the  numbers  of  thofe 
going  each  way  are  not  very  un- 
equal :  I  confider  them,  in  the 
former  cafe,  as  malTes  of  the  elec- 
tric fluid  repelled,  or  bur  fling  from 
the  great  collected  body  of  it  in 
the  north  ;  and,  in  the  latter  cafe, 
as  maffes  attracted  toward  that  ac- 
cumulation ;  a  d i ft i notion,  proba- 
bly, much  the  fame  in  effedfc,  as 
that  of  pofitive  and  negative  elec- 
tricity near  the  furface  of  the 
earth. 

**  This  tendency  toward  the 
magnetic  meridian,  however,  feems 
to  hold  good  only  with  regard  to 
the  largeft  fort  of  fire-balls  :  the 


fmaller  ones  move  more  imrgu. 
larly,  perhaps  becaufe  they  come 
further  within  the  verge  of  our 
atmofphere,  and  are  thereby  more 
expofed  to  the  action  of  extraneous 
caufes.  That  the  fmaller  fort  of 
meteors,  fuch  as  fliooting  flars, 
are  really  lower  down  in  the  at- 
mofphere,  is  rendered  very  proba- 
ble  by  their  fwifter  apparent  mo- 
tion :  perhaps  it  is  this  very  cir» 
cumftance  which  occafions  them 
to  be  fmaller,  the  elc&ric  fluid  be- 
ing more  divided  in  more  refitting 
air.  But  as  thofe  manes  of  clcc* 
tricky,  which  move  where  there 
is  fcarcely  any  refinance,  fo  gene-, 
rally  affect  the  dire&ion  of  the 
magnetic  meridian,  the  ideas  which 
have  been  entertained  of  fomc  ana- 
logy between  thsfe  two  obfeure 
powers  of  nature,  feem  not  alto* 
gcther  without  foundation, 

**  If  the  foregoing  conje&urej 
be  juft,  diftintt  regions  are  allotted 
to  the  eledrical  phscnorneua  of  our 
atraofohere.  Here  below  we  have 
thunder  and  lightning,  from  the 
unequal  diltribution  ot  the  eleuric 
fluid  among  the  clouds  ;  in  the 
loftier  regions,  whither  the  clouds 
never  reach,  wo  have  the  various 
gradations  of  falling  ftars  ;  till  be- 
yond the  limits  of  our  corpuicular 
atmofpherc  the  fluid  is  put  into 
motion  in  fufficient  maffes  to  hold 
a  determined  courfe,  and  exhibit 
the  different  appearances  of  what 
we  call  fire-balls  ;  and  probably  at 
a  dill  greater  elevation  above  "the 
earth,  the  electricity  accumulates 
in  a  lighter  lefs  condenfed  form, 
to  produce  the  wonderfully  divcr- 
fified  itreams  and  corrufcations  of 
the  aurora  borealis," 
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GENERAL  ACCOUNT  of  the  STATE  of  the  WEATHER  in  the 
Year  1783.  Annexed  to  an  Abflraft  of  a  Rcgifter  of  the  Barometer, 
Thermometer,  and  Rain,  at  Lyndon,  in  Rutland,  1783.  By 
Thomas  Bar  ice*,  Efq.  • 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 

»«  T"1  HE  year  began  with  a  Ihort  fervice  to  bring  up  the  late  fown 

1     dry  froft,  then  ihowery,  in-  corn,  and  make  the  grafs  grow 

to-mixed  with  froft.    The  end  of  well ;  but  this   and   fome  other 

January,  and  near  half  of  Febru-  hafty  rains  afterwards  hurt  the 

ary,  ftormy  and  wet,  and  after  ten  meadow  grafs,  by  flooding  it  three 

days  fine  and  mild  ;  a  fevere  fcalbn  times.    Hot  weather  fuccceding,  it 

for  fnow,  wet,  wind,  and  frofl.  was  a  very  growing  time,  and  ten 

The  end  of  February  and  begin-  days  together,  in  the  middle  of 

ning  of  March  cut  the  grals,  corn,  June,  were  all  wet. 
and  flock,  more  than  ail  the  winter      «*  During  the  fliowery  time  an 

before.  From  March  10  to  May  2  7,  uncommon  hazinefs  began,  which 


a  very  dry  feafon  and  fine  feed-  was  very  remarkable  all  the  reft  of 

time ;  but  fo  dry  at  laft  the  late  the  fummer :  the  air  was  ail  thick 

fown  corn  could  not  come  up.  The  both  below  the  clouds  and  above 

fpring  was  pleafant ;  but  almoft  them,  the  hills  looked  blue,  and  at 

conftant  frofty  mornings  till  April,  a  diflance  could  not  be  feen  ;  the 

and  frequent  afterward,  kept  things  fun  (hone  very  red  through  the 

backward;  and  though  there  was  haze,  and  fomctiines  could  not  be 

fomc  fine  warm  weather  the  middle  feen  when  near  fctting.  There 

of  April,  yet  later  in  May  the  was  more  or  Icls  of  this  haze  almoft 

drought  and  N.  E.  winds  flopped  conftamly  for  a  month,  and  very 

the  growth  of  things ;  and  two  frequently  to  the  end  of  the  fum- 

fharp  frofty  nights,  May  25  and  it,  mer,  and  it  did  not  ceafe  till  Mi- 

the  rime  was  fo  particularly  cutting  chaelmas ;  and  ne  ther  rain  nor  fair, 

in  the  mcadow3,  that  the  young  wind  nor  calm,  calf  nor  weft  winds, 

(hoots  on  many  oak  and  alh  trees  in  took  it  away  ;  and  it  was  as  exten- 

the  vallies  were  entirely  killed,  five  as  common,  for  it  was  the 

while  thofe  on  the  hills  were  un-  fame  all  over  Europe,  aud  even  to 

hurt,  and  fome  of  the  tops  of  the  the  top  of  the  Alpe.    This  haze 

trees  efcaped,  though  the  bottoms  was  very  like  Virgil's  defcription 

were  blaftcd,  of  the  fummer  after  j  alius  Carfar's 

"  May  27  to  30,  in  a  continued  death,  which  was  probably  the 

three  days  rain  there  fell  3  J  inches,  fame  cafe, 

which  is,  1  believe,  the  molt  that  . 

r  •  j  „„„„c        '*  Cum  caput  obfeura  mtidum  fctru- 

has  come  in  one  continued  unceal-  tcJt» 

ing  rain  fince  July,  1736,  when,  in 

about  the  fame  time,  there  came  for  rufty  iron  is  a  very  good  dc- 

five  inches ;  but  the  rain  this  May  fcriptiou  of  the  colour  the  fun 

was  not  alike  in  all  places,  for  fhone.    But  by  Plutarch's  account, 

there  was  not  a  quarter  fo  much  in  near  the  end  of.  C.  C*far,  that 

-Hampfliire.   This  rain  was  of  vaft  fummer  was  very  different  from  thij 
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in  other  refpe&s  ;  for  he  fays,  the 
fun  gave  very  little  heat,  the  air 
was  cleudy  and  heavy,  and  the 
fruits  not  ripened,  which  was  not 
the  cafe  this  year ;  for  this  was  * 
dry  haze,  the  fummcr  in  general 
hot  and  dry,  and  in  fomc  countries 
very  much  fo. 

44  I  think  I  never  knew  more 
rnifchicf  done   by  thunder  than 
there  was  in  different  places  this 
year,  from  the  beginning  of  July, 
and  very  fcldom  more  or  hotter 
weather ;  yet  where  they  had  not 
thofe  thunder-fhowcrs  they  fuftered 
by  being  burnt  up.  Here  we  never 
wanted  grafs  after  May,  and  the 
hay  and  harveft  were  both  well  got 
in  ;  but  in  Surrey,  Hampfliire,  and 
Dorfetf  they  were  very  much  burnt 
up,  and  had  little  hay  ;  and  as  they 
had  a  good  deal  of  (howery  wea- 
ther in  harveft,  their  barley  fuf- 
fered  twice,  from  not  coming  up  in 
time,  and  again  in  getting  it  in. 
As  the  rain  this  year  was  chiefly  in 
ihowers  or  fudden  rains,  it  fell  very 
uncertainly,  as  appears  by  com- 
paring what  fell  here  with  that  in 
Hampfliire.    The  latter  part  of 
Aug u ft  and  firft  half  of  September 
was  (howery  ;  but  in  this  country 
not  fo  much  as  to  hurt  the  harveft, 
a  great  part  of  which  was  in  firft. 
The  crop  of  grain  was  in  general 
pretty  good,  but   did  not  yield 
enough  to  make  up  the  defeft  of 
the  laft  year's  crop,  every  body 
was  fo  much  out  of  all  forts,  as  the 
corn  laft  year  was  both  fcarce  and 
bad;   grain,  therefore,  continued 
dear  this  year,  efpecially  bai !cy, 


"  The  fummcr  of  1782  had  been, 
fo  cold  and  wet,  that  the  flower 
buds  on  many  trees  were  very  fmall 
and  not  perfected ;  fo  that  this 
fpring  there  was  a  great  want  of 
bloflbms  on  the  wall-fruit  and  ap- 
ples, and  exceeding  few  indeed  on 
afti-trccs  and  hawthorn.  1  do  not 
know  of  any  afhkcys  at  all,  nor 
any  bunches  of  haws,  only  a  few 
fcattered  finglc  ones  ;  but  cherries 
and  plumbs  blolTomed  well,  and 
there  was  no  want  of  fruit ;  plenty 
of  currants,  and  vaft  quantities  of 
goofeberries. 

"  Auguft  18,  a  remarkable  ball 
of  fire  was  fcen  between  nine  and 
ten  at  night  all  over  England,  and 
even  in  foreign  countries.  It  Teem- 
ed to  move  from  north  to  fouth  or 
fouth-eaft.  There  was  another 
October  4,  but  not  fo  much  obferv- 
ed,  and  fome  fay  another  afterward, 
but  little  feen ;  but  there  were 
very  few  northern  lights  this  au- 
tumn. 

"  The  autumn  was  a  very  fine 
one ;  calm,  fair,  and  mild,  but  ra- 
ther too  dry  for  the  fowing  of 
wheat,  which,  however,  in  general 
came  up  well,  and  what  lay  dry 
was  brought  up  very  finely  by  ten 
days  wet  the  middle  of  November ; 
after  which  it  was  dry  and  fine 
again,  an  open  mild  time,  with  few 
frofty  mornings ;  but  a  good  deal 
of  dark  or  mifty  weather  in  De- 
cember, yet  mild  till  the  laft  week, 
when  there  came  a  great  fnow,  very 
fevere  froft,  and  cutting  ftronj 
wind,  which  ended  the  year." 
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ACCOUNT  of  a  REMARKABLE  FROST,  on  the  23d  of  JUNE, 
1783.   By  the  Rev.  Sir  John  Culj,um,  Bart.  F.K.S.  and  S.  A. 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 

A  BOUT  fix  o'clock,  that  The  barberry-bum  was  extremely 

jf\  morning,  I  obferved  the  pinched,  as  well  as  the  hypericum 

air  very  much  condenfed  in  my  perforatum  and  hirfutum :  as  the 

chamber-window;  and,  upon  get-  two  laft  are  lblftitial,  and  rather 

ting  up,  was  informed  by  a  tenant,  delicate  plants,  1  wondered  the  IcCs 

who  lives  clofc  to  my  houfc,  that,  at  their  fenfibility  ;  but  was  much 

finding  himfelf  cold  in  bed,  about  furprifed  to  find,  that  the  vernal 

three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  blackthorn  and  fweet   violet,  th* 

looked  out  at  his  window,  and  to  leaves  of  which  one  would  have 

his  great  furprile  faw  the  ground  thought  mult  have  acquired  a.pcr- 

•overed  with  a  white  froft  :  and  I  feci  hrmnefs  and  ftrcngth,  were  in- 

was  afterwards  allured,  upon  indu-  jured  full  as  much^    All  thefe  ve- 

bitablc  authority,  that  two  men  at  getables  appeared  exactly  as  if  a 

Barton,  about  three  miles  off,  law  fire  had  been  lighted  near  them, 

between  three  and  four  o'clock  that  that  had  (hri  veiled  and  difcoloured 

morning,  in  fome  fliallow  tubs,  ice  their  leaves : 

of  the  thicknefs  of  a  crown  piece,  f  .  ,  .  „ 

,      ,  .  ,                       1     1  l  r  — pt:ictrab:Ic  in^us  auurit, 

and  which  was  not  melted  before  f  6 

lix.  **'  At  the  time  this  havock  was 

' 44  This  unfcafonablc  froft  pro-  made  among  fome  of  our  hardy 

duccd  fome  remarkable  effects.  The  natives,  the  exotic  '  mulberry- trc« 

arilla;  of  the  barley,  which  was  was  very  little. affected  :  a  fig-tree, 

coming  .into  ear,  became   brown  again  (I  a  north -weft  wall,  remained 

and  withered  at  the  extremities,  as  unhurt,  as  well  as  the  vine,  on 

did  the  leaves  of  the  oats  ;  the  rve  the  other  fide,  though  jiift  coming 

had  the  appearance  of  being  mil-  into  bloflom.    I  fpeak  of  my  own 

dewed  ;  fo  that  the  farmers  were  garden,  which  is  high  ;  for  in  the 

alarmed  for  thofr.  crops.  The  wheat  low  ones  about  Bury,  that  is  but  a 

was  not  much  affected.    The  larch,  mile  off,  the  fig-trees  in -partial - 

Weymouth  pine,  and  hardy  Scotch  lar  were  very  much  cut ;  and,  in 

fir,   had  the  tips  of  their  leaves  general,  all   thole  gardens  fuffer 

withered  ;  the  firft  was  particularly  more  by  froft  than  mine, 

damaged,  and  made  a  fliabby  ap-  44  Some  weather,  that  was  cold 

pearance  the  reft  of  the  Cummer,  for  the  time  of  year,  had  preceded 

The  leaves  of  Come  a(hc3,   very  this  froft.    On  the  21ft  the  ther- 

much  flickered,  in  my    garden,  mometer  had,  at  no  time  of  the 

fuffered   greatly.     A  walnut-tree  day,  rifen  to  6o°  ;  on  the  2 2d,  at 

received  a  fecond  fliot  (the  firft  was  ten  at  night,  it  had  funk  to  50*. 

from  a  fevcre  froft  on  the  26th  of  On  the  luft  da\,  and  on  the  23d, 

May),  which  completed  the  ruin  of  .  difappeared  that  dry  haze,  which 

.  its  crop.    Cherry-trees,  a  ftandard  had  taken  place  fome  days  before, 

peach-tree,  filbert  and  hafel-nut-  and  continued  to  blot  out  the  face 

t  trees,  Ihcd  their  leaves  plentifully,  of  the  fun  for  fo  long  a  time  after- 

*  and  littered  the  walks  asm  autumn,  wards.   After  fuu-fet  on  the  24th, 

6  it 
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it  appeared  again,  and  the  next  day  vanced  a  feafon,  is  certainly  not 

the  leaves  of  many  vegetables  were  one  or*  the  lealt  remarkable  among 

covered  with  tf  clammy  fweet-  the  attnofpherical  phxnoraena  of 

nefs."  this  year/' 
*'  So  fevcrc  a  frolt,  at  fo  ad- 

—   ■     ■  .     i      ■   ■  i  -  ■  ;  :  .  . — .  

An  EXTRAORDINARY  CASE  of  a  DROPSY  of  the  OVARIUM, 
with  fomc  REMARKS  By  Mr.  Philip  Mkadows  Maitiwiau, 
Surgeon  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hofpttal. 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 

"  QARAH  Kippus,  a  pauper  in  her:  with  all  foe  was  tolerably 
O  the  city  of  Norwich,  was,  chearfur,  and  fcldom  regarded  the 
Fdr  many  years,  a  patient  of  my  operation.  I  few  her  juft  before 
father's,  and,  at  his  deceafc,  was  we  took  away  106  pints  of  water, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Scott,  as  and  I  begged  leave  to  take  a  mea- 
ciry  furgeon,  who  obliged  me  many  fure  of  her.  She  was  fixtv-feven 
times  by  taking  me  to  the  poor  wo-  inches  and  a  half  in  circumference, 
man,  from  whom  I  received  the  and  from  the  cartilago  enfifbrmis  to 
account  of  the  early  part  of  her  the  os  pubis  thirty-four  inches, 
difeafe.  Her  legs  were  now  greatly  fwell* 
44  Her  complaints  came  on  firft  cd  ;  but  this,  and  every  other 
after  a  rriifcarria^e  at  the  age  of  fymptom  of  which  flie  complained, 
twenty-feven.  She  had  never  evidently  arofe  from  the  quantity 
t>een  pregnant  before ;  and  her  dit-  and  weight  of  water.  She  neither 
charges  at  that  time  were  fo  great  arc  nor  drank  much,  and  made  but 
as  to  bring  her  into  a  Very  weak  a  fmall  quantity  of  urine, 
condition.  She  foon  perceived  44  The  operation  of  drawing  off 
fomc  uheafiheft,  attended  wttK  a  the  water  was  generally  performed 
fwellin*r  on  one  fide,  which,  after  on  a  Sundav,  as  the  moft  conve- 
a  few  months,  became  too  large  nient  day  for  her  neighbours  to 
to  ditlinguim  whether  it  was  greatVr  alliit  her,  and  before  the  latter  end 
on  one  fide  or  the  other.  As  the  of  the  week  (he  was  able  to  walk 
fwclling  was  found  to  arifc  from  very  well.  She  was  firtt  tapped  in 
water,  it  was  drawn  off,  Which  was  the  year  1757,  and  died  in  Auguft, 
in  the  year  1757.  She  was  never  1783.  Thus  (lie  lived  full  twenty- 
afterwards  pregnant ;  but  the  cata-  five  years  with  fome  intervals  of 
mcnia  continued  regularly  till  the  eafe,  having  eighty  times  under- 
u'fual  period  of  their  ccflation.  gone  the  operation,  and  in  all  had 
When  I  firft  faw  her,  which  was  taken  from  her  C6  ;i  pints  of  wa- 
in the  year  1780,  flie  had  been  tcr,  or  upwards  of  thirteen  hog- 
many  times  tapped,  and  Ihe  wa3  fheads. 

then  full  of  water.    Her  appear-       44  I  will  fiibjoin  the  account  of 

ance  was  truly  deplorable,  not  to  the  dates,  and  the  quantity  drawn 

fay  (hocking.    She  was  rather  a  off  at  each  time,  as  given  me  by 

low  woman,  and  her  body  fo  large  Mr.  Scott,  obferving  that  till  1769 

as  almoft  wholly  to  obfeure  her  no  exadt  memorandum  was  kept, 

face,  as  well  as  every  other  pan  of  except  of  the  number  of  times, 

although 
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although  the  quantity  of  water 
drawn  off  was  always  meafured. 
By  my  father  ihe  was  tapped  twen- 
ty-fix times,  averaged  at  70  pints 
each  time:  by  Mr.  Donne  once, 
73  pints,  which  makes  1683  pints 
from  fome  part  of  the  year  1757 
to  1769.  By  Mr.  Scott  as  follows  : 


'March  16, 
July  17, 
November  20, 
December  31, 

1770. 
April  t$, 
Auguft  iif 
December  4, 

1771. 

March  22 j 

J^y  »4» 
November  3, 

177*' 
February  22, 

June  6, 

September  1 2, 

December  12, 

T773- 
March  *>' 

May  29} 

Auguit  29, 

December  5, 

J  774- 
March  13, 

June  26, 

October  23, 

»775- 

January  .24, 

May  28, 

September  13, 

December  16* 

'April  9* 


Pints. 

70 

7* 

-7* 
70 


290 


70 

73 
76 


2*9 


74 
78 

79 


231 


79 

73 

74 
82 


308 


73 
7i 

79 
81 


309 


V 

89 
92 


94 
9« 

u 


258 


357 


July  28, 
November  2  7, 


rch  i6t 
uly  27, 
ovember  9^ 


J" 
N 


1778. 
March  8, 

July  5, 
November  cf 

*779- 
February  28, 

June  13, 

Auguft  17, 

Oclober  24, 

December  10, 

1780. 
February  6* 
April  23, 
July  24, 
September  iof 
November  12, 

1781. 
January  1, 
March  11, 
June  25, 
October  14, 

1782. 
January  13, 
March  18, 
June  2f 
Auguft  25, 
November  17, 

1783. 
February  1-4* 
May  1 1, 
July  20, 


Pints. 

«s 

  *St 

89 

90 

98 


277 


96 

99 
105 

106 
108 

9* 

99 
90 


301 


495 


75 
102 

ro6 

21 


474 


ICO 

94 
100 

ICO 


394 


5 

74 
98 

9D 


4*5 


104 

too 
98 


Auguft  1 1,  on  openmg  78 


380 


Total  6*63 1  piflts, 
«•  In  looWtfg  over  this  account 
h  appears  that  108  pints  was  the 
8  greateft 
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greateft  quantity  ever  taken  away 
at  any  one  time ;  that  ihe  was 
never  tapped  more  than  five  times 
in  any  one  year  ;  and  the  large  ft 
quantity  in  a  year  was  495  pints. 
The  moft  water  collected  in  the  (hort- 
eft  fpacc  of  time  was  95  pints  in  fc- 
ven  weeks,  from  July  24th  to  Sep- 
tember 10th  in  1780,  which  is 
very  nearly  two  pints  in  a  day.  It 
appears  alfo,  that  in  the  laft  four- 
teen years  of  her  life,  when  a  re- 
gular account  was  kept,  me  in- 
creafed  faflcr  in  the  winter  than 
in  the  fummer  months.  If  the  fix 
fummer  months,  from  April  to 
September  inclufive,  arc  reckoned, 
{he  loll  in  the  fourteen  years,  in 
twenty-three  operations,  1972  pints, 
and  in  the  winter  month*,  from 
October  to  March  inclufive,  by 
thirty  tappings,  2506  pints  j  and 
it  will  be  found,  that  50  is  to 
2596  rather  more  than  23  to  1972, 
fo  that  fp*cn  more  tappings  were  at 
leaft  ncccflary  in  the  winter  than 
in  the  fummer.  In  the  months  of 
March  and  November  me  ofVener 
underwent  the  operation  than  in 
any  other.  In  thefc  calculations 
the  three  months  in  17  S3  arc  not 
included,  as  the  year  was  not 
finifticd, 

il  If  we  compare  the  famous 
cafe  of  Lady  Page,  related  by 
Dr.  Mead,  the  quantity  of  water 
taken  from  her  ladylliip  appears 
fmall  when  oppofed'  to  the  number 
of  pints  drawn  from  Sarah  Kippus. 
The  one  loft  1920,  the  other  663 1. 
It  muft  be  confeflcd,  however,  that 
Lady  Page  collected  fafter  than  the 
poor  wpman  whofc  cafe  ,1  have 
related. 

'*  I  come  now  to  fpeak  of  th« 
di  flection,  and  to  make  Home  ob- 
servations on  the  whole.  On  the 
10th  of  Auguft,  1783,  the  poor 
woman  died  ;  and  the  following 
day  Dr.  Dack,  an  cmiaent  phyfi- 


cian  of  this  place,  accompanied  m* 
to  open  the  body.    I  fir  ft  drew  oft 
yS  pints  of  clear  water :  fuppofing, 
therefore,  all  the  water  to  have 
been  taken  away  at  the  laft  opera- 
tion, then  in  three  weeks  (he  had 
collected  78  pmts,  which  is  more 
than  three  pints  and  a  half  in  each 
day  :    a  quantity  far  exceeding 
what  (he  had  taken.    I  then  open- 
ed into  the  cavity  from  which  the 
water  came,  and  feparated  the  fac 
from  the  peritoneum,  and  found 
the  fac  had  arifen  in  the  ovarium 
of  the  left  fide.    After  this,  I  dif- 
fered out  the  uterus,  with  the 
right  ovarium  in  a  natural  ftatc, 
and  thus  obtained  every  part  ne- 
celTary  to  fhow  the  diicafe,  viz. 
the    uterus,   the    right  ovarium 
found,  and  the  left  enlarged  into 
an  immenfe  pouch.    The  cyft  it- 
felf  was  not  very  thick,  but  lined 
in  almoft  every  part  of  it,  but 
more  cfpccially  in  the  fore  part, 
with  fmall  oflirications.    The  peri- 
toneum was  prodigioully  thickened, 
and  thus,  by  its  additional  ftrength, 
became  the  chief  fupport  of  the 
water.    There  was  fomcthing  An- 
gular in  the  fac  itfelf.  for  it  was 
rather  two  than  one,  from  there 
being  an  opening  in,  the  fide  of 
what  appeared  at  firft  the  only  ca- 
vity, which  led  to  another  cavity, 
almoft  equally  .large  with  the  firft  ; 
fo  that  it  all  the  water  in  any  ope- 
ration had  not  been  evacuated,  it 
muft  probably  have  been  owing 
to  a  difficulty  in  its^paffage  from 
the  fitcond  into  the  firft  or  more 
external  cyft.    From  the  fizc,  how- 
ever,  of  the  poor  woman  after  each 
operation,  it  is  evident,  that  in  her 
there  being  two  flics  did  not  pre* 
vent  the  total  drawing  off  of  the 
water.    The  other  vilceia  appear t 
cd  all  in  a  natural  ftatc.    The  in- 
teftines  were   quite   empty,  and 
puttied  up  under  the  rit>s,  fo  tQ 
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have  left  hut  very  little  room  for 
the  expanfion  of  the  lunes  within 
the  thorax.  The  bladder  was 
contracted,  or  rather,  I  lhould  fay; 
appeared  letTcned.  The  kidneys 
were  healthy,  and  both  ureters  in 
a  natural  Date.  The  lac  is  in  the 
collection  of  John  Hunter,  efq. 

"  In  renewing  upon  this  cafe, 
an  obvious  queltion  arifes ;  from 
whence  proceeded  this  immenfe 
collection  of  water  r  At  different 
periods  of  this  poor  woman's  life 
the  quantity  drawn  off,  without 
confidcring  the  urine  flic  made, 
was  much  greater  than  the  fluids 
lire  drank,  which  appeared  from 
meafuring  whatever  lhc  took.  It 
appears  then  pretty  certain,  that 
this  fuperabundant  quantity  mult 
have  been  taken  into  the  body  by 


abforption ;  and  if  we  allow  the 
bodies  of  animals*  to  have  thia 
power  of  abforbing,  which  we 
very  well  know  vegetables  are  pof- 
'  felled  of,  it  will  account  for  many 
appearances  in  the'  animal  ceco- 
nomy.  This  poor  woman  collect- 
ed taller  in  the  wet  moift  montht 
of  winter  than  in  fummer. 

"  From  all,  this  happy  conclu- 
fion  may  be  drawn,  rhat  although 
human  art  is  at  prefent  inefficient 
to  the  perfect  cilre  of  difeafes  fi- 
milar  to  the  poor  woman's  cafe  I 
have  related,  yet  nature  is  conti- 
nually defending  hcrfclf  from  fud- 
den  death  ;  and  fuch  relief  may  be 
granted  as  to  protraft  life  a  lon£ 
rime  without  much  pain,  and  often 
with  intervals  of  great  cafe  and 
comfort." 


On  the  DIFFERENT  QUANTITIES  of  RAIN  which  fall,  at  DIF- 
FERENT HEIGHTS,  over  the  fame  SPOT  of  GROUND;  with 
a  LETTER  from  Ben  jam  is  Franklin,  LL.D.  By  Thomas 
Percival,  M.D.  F.  R.S.  S.  A.  &c. 

[From  a  Paper  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of 
Manchefler,  on  the  2 ill  of  January,  1 7.^4.  Printed,  and  given  by 
Dr.  Per cxv al  to  his  Friends,  Uut  not  yet  publiihed.] 

44  TT  is  a  reflection  which  may  dern  difcovery  of  uncertain  date, 
1  mortify  pride  and  humble  ar-  And  the  real  nature  of  this  lubtile 
romance,  but  ought  certainly  to  clement,  which  pervades  and  ac- 
animate  the  fpirit  of  patieot  attcn-  tuate3  all  matter,  and  is  continually 
tion,  and  conlble  us  under  the  dif-  perceptible  to  our  fenfes,  is  yet 
appointments  of  philofophical  pur-  but  imperfectly  explored.  ^  The 
fuits,  that  many  of  the  moil  intc-  ancients  were  acquainted  with  the 
refling  laws  of  nature  have  remain-  magnifying  power  of  denfe  ^  me- 
ed undifcovercd,  till  fome  happy  diums ;  and  Seneca  has  noticed, 
coincidence  of  circurallances  hath  that  fmall  letters  appear  larger  and 
pointed  them  out  to  inquiry  or  ob-  brighter  when  viewed  through  a 
icrvation.  Thus  the  energy  of  olaTs  globe  filled  with  water.  He 
fire  muli  have  been  known ^and  felt  has  remarked  alfo,  that  apples  are 
from  the  creation  of  the  world  ;  more  beautiful  when  fwimming  in 
but  the  regularity  of  the  expaniile  fuch  a  vcfiel.  But  thefc  oblerva- 
powcr  on  different  bodies  is  a  mo-  lions,  which  muft  have  been  made 
1784.  AT 


[t4:>]     On  the  DIFFERENT  QUANTITIES  of  RAIN,  &C. 

by  numbcrlefs  fpe&ators,  in  a  long  ceived.    A  funnel  was  therefore 
fucceffion  of  ye%rs,  were  regarded  placed  above  the  higheft  chimneys, 
as  folitary  facts ;  and  it  was  not  till  and  another  upon  the  ground  of  the 
the  thirteenth  century  that  fpec-  garden    belonging   to  the  fame 
taclcs  were  confirmed,  in  confe-  houfe  ;  and  the  like  olverfity  was 
quence  probably  of  the  experiments  found  between  the  two  thus  near 
made  by  the  Arabian  philofophcr  together,  which  had  fubftfted  when 
Alhazen,  andourjulUy  celebrated  they  were  fixed  at  correfpondenl 
countryman  Roger  Bacon.     Yet  heights  in  different  parts  of  the 
though  magnifying  glades   came  town.    Similar  experiments  were 
then  into  general  ute,  and  muff  made  on  We  it  minder  Abbey  ;  and 
have  been  daily  handled  by  artills  repeated  at  Barh,  Liverpool,  Mid» 
and  others,  three  hundred  years  dlewich,  and  other  places,  with 
elapfed  before  it  occurred  to  any  nearly  uniform  rciults.    The  ob- 
one  to  put  them  together,  fo  as  to  ferv-ations,  therefore,  however  new 
form  a  telefcope.    The  collection  and  Angular,  are  too  well  authen- 
of  watery  vapours  in  the  air,  the  ticated  to  admit  of  the  leaft  degree 
figures  of  clouds,  and  the  defcent  of  doubt ;  and  it  is  the  office  of 
of  rain,  could  pafs  in  no  age  un-  philofophy  to  furnifli  an  adequate 
noticed  by  mankind,  and  have  long  and  rational  folution  of  them.  Dr. 
been  the  fubjeCts  of  attentive  in-  Hebcrden  conjectures  that  the  phsc- 
vcHigation.    Yet  it  is  a  very  recent  nomcnon  depends    on  ibmc  un- 
difcovcry,  which  we  owe'  to  the  known  property  of  electricity.  To 
fagacity  of  a  moll  ingenious  phy-  me  it  appears  probable  that  the  conv 
fician  and  philofopherr  that  a  ma-  mon  laws,  by  which  this  power  in- 
nifed  difference  fubfiils  in  the  quan-*  fluenccs  the  afeentandlufpenfion  of 
titv  of  rain  which  falls,  at  different  vapours,  arc  fufneient  to  explain 
heights,   over  the  fame  fpot  of  their  precipitation  in  rain,  and  the 
ground.  lately  difcovrrcd  mode  of  ks  de- 
"  A  comparifon  having  been  fcent.    And  in  a  memoir,  written 
made  between  the  rain  wh  ch  fell  Toir.e  time  ago,  I  endeavoured  to 
in  two  places,  in  London,  about  a  prove,  that  the  electrical  fluid  i» 
mile  dillant,  it  was  found  that  the  •iirongly  artrafted  by  water ;  and 
quantity  in  one  of  them  contra**  !y  that  by  deilroying  the  cohefion  be- 
execeded  rhat  in  the  other,  in*  rwecn'its  particles,  and  repelling 
only  every  month,  but  almod  every  them  from  each  other,  it  becomes 
time  it  rained.  The  apparatus  ufed  a  powerful  agent  in  evaporation, 
was  very  exact ;  and  this  uncxpeCt-  mid  in  the  formation  of  chuith. 
ed  variation  did*  mt  appear  to  be  Thus  when  tv/o  clouds,  containing 
owing  to  any  millaV.e,  but  to-  be  different  portions  of  electric  tire, 
the  regular  effect  ot  fome  ehufe  come  within  :ho  fphere  of  mutual 
hitherto   unnoticed.    'The    rain-  attraction,  they  w  ill  rufh  together, 
gage,  in  one  of  thefe  places,  was  and  the  electrical  fluid  being  diri'uf- 
hxtd  above  all  the  neighbouring  cd  through  a  larger  fpace,  the  par- 
chimneys  ;  the  other  was  confide;*-  rlclcs    of  w.iter   will    unire,  ttid 
ably  bclcw  them  :  and  there  was  forming  themfelvcs  into  drops,  a 
realon  to  lufpect,  that  the  differ-  ihowej^v.*!!)  be  produced  :  that  as 
ence  in  the  quantity  of  rain  might  the  r  un  defccmU  through  an  arrno- 
b"  owing  to  the  dii'crent  fixations  fphere  containing  little  electric  fire, 
of  the  vefuU  in  which  it  was  re-  it  will  be  continually  communkat- 
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mg  it ;  the  drops  will  coalcfce  more  a  thoroughly  fatiafranrv  hvoorh*. 

and  more  together,  by  the  pro-  fis      M»f  7      /  hyP°thc- 

grcnlve  diminution*  of\he  poCr  Soubt  of h    ,M  airtdV-.atd1 

Which  counts  their  mutual  at-  as  ,  kno,  bo.f  Lo  d  ctrl«  cf' 

t,a<i,on ;  and  confequemly,  in  a  vendilh  and  I)r.  HdwS^  m  £ 
£ivcn  fpnee  a  much  larger  ciuan- -  very  accurate  «r"S,  b^ 

t.tj  will  Ml,  near  to,  than  at  a  di-  I  will,  to  know  [hc  ™ 

ftancc  from  the  fur  face  of  the  earth,  trials  c-rm, '  :„  • 

And;  lally,  that  to  this  eft*  , he  "a" J   Si^hVt"  cTin thTZi 

prcop^non  of  the  raPour.  con-  place  where  the  I  J?,  vcffel  « 

tamed  ,,,  a  Adolvea  or  diffufcd  ceives  ncariy  twice    he'  ^y  of 

1.  ..C    -.  the  lower  rf-mm  of  the  water  that b?  revived  by  t!,e  u„Lr 

atmolphcrc,  v.,,1   ,n  ,ome  degree,  a  third  vcfict  placed  «  half P,he 

conn-mute;  for  ,t  h,,  been  ob-  hri;h,  will  recc£e  a  t.antitv  pro! 
ferved  to  be  fair  upon  thc  top  of   n„nr,pable     I         \       *  P 

the  cathedral  a,  Yofk,  a,  the  Le  Lvour  to  «p!ain     ^vhat  £ 

when  thcrt  were  fraall  dr.zzlm,,-  c  ured  to  me  when  i  firrt  h«ritf 

rains,  with  thick  m.lts,  in  the  ttrcets  the  facf. 


here  given  a  brief  view,  was  di-  of  the  fob^.t    t?ca^  anydfop 

nr.bu.ed  among,,  my  hterary  cor-  of  w:ncr  was,  wh«  it  kL  to 

refpondents,  and  procured  me  many  fall  from  the  clouds  of  am.™? 

cunous  and   intcreding  obferva-  tude  equal  to  that  h  luis  acoufrei 

t.on,  on  the  fubjert.    And  I  trull  wheh  it  arrives  at  the  earil,1  the 

my  tend  Dr.  franklin  will  for-  fame  of  the  fevera  pLTof  h  a  U- 

sivc  the  liberty  I  take  in  commu-  beczulc  thevarc  ofr™  r?  1  I 

hicating  to  the'fociety  the  follow-  weVXy  that  w,  rg<!  V* 

in*  letter,  with  which  I  was  ho-  a  p^bilirv -rfrt  '  T?°t  ST"? 

noured.by  him,  on  this  occafion.  tf^?^£Z*£l£% 

.  h.c  op'«'«ns  and  conjures  of  fo  there,  for  any  time,  how  fma  11  fo 

eminent  a  phdofopher  may  almoij  ever  •   nor  do  we'  concei™  a[w 

be  deemed  common  property,  and  m -ans  rf  for,,,!,,,,  them  fo  hr« 

on  the  point  in  queli.on  they  are  of  before  they  fet  out  „,  f,?l   it  ZZl 

pecuhar  value  and  authorHy.  thca  tll;lt  fach  he  [-m.nfdiop  a™ 

,     „  Tr'-''0  ••"  ri-veiv"  ™minual 

H-xtraH  of  a  Letter  from  Benjamin  addition  in  it?  pro^ivfs  downwards 

Franklin,  LL.D.  t-sV.  tj  Dr.  This  may  ht  !e ver.d  ways:  bv  the 

Percival.  union  of  number*  in  their  coiirfe  ; 

i  /-.xt    •  .  fn  'bat  wh  ,t  was  a.  Srli  only  a  de- 

"  ON  my  return  to  Lohdon  I  fccn.tiu-  nrM,  becomes  a  (Wr  • 

found  your  favour  of  the  ifcth  of  or  fr  each  1 -reticle  in  its Eat 

May  (,77,).    I  w.lh  I  could,  as  ,!„,,;,!,  a?r  f,1!lt  1%?* 

you  dcfire,  give  you  a  better  ex-  i;,ur,t,.v  of  dor,;vcj  watcr 

planation  of  the  phenomenon  in  i!,  ,  a^n.;.  at:  .ohiat  «" t&lf  ^ 

gueft.on,  fince  you  feem  not  «  cam-:r.?  down  wi-.h  it,  fuch  p„- 

fat.sf.ed  w.th  your  own;    but  I  u.-lv,  of  that  diiWvri  water", 

fjimk  we  want  more  and  a  ?„r.ter  happtn  to  be  in       way  ;  or 

variety  of  experiment,.  lu  o.ftrcnt  w%  to  it-elf  ,\,,h  as  d<,  not  1  e 

fircumdaocet,  to  enable  u.  to  ic-r«i  d.re^!-  i:,  iu  .-.ourie,  by  its  liferent 

%  '  flatt 


(i4*]         SPECULATIONS  ON  VEGETABLES, 

ftatc  with  regard  cither  to  common  a  room  for  fomr  time,  will  be  more 

or  electric  hrc;  or  by  all  thefc  covered  with  dul)  than  other  bodies 

caufes  united.  in  the  fame  room  not  clc/triHed, 

"  in  the  firfr  cafe,  by  the  unit-  which  duil  fcems  to  be  attracted 

ing  of  numbers,  larger  drop*  mi^ht  from  the  circumambient  air. 
be  made,  but  the  quantity  falling.      41  Now  wc  know  that  the  rain, 

ir.  the  fame  fpace  would  be  the  even  in  our  hottcir  days,  comes 

fume  at  all    heights  ;   unlcfs,  as  from  a  very  cold  region.    Its  fall- 

you  mention,  the   whole    lhould  ing  lometimes  in  the  form  of  ice, 

be  contracted  in  falling,  the  lines  fhews  this  clearly  ;  and  perhaps 

defcribed  by  all  the  drops  con-  even  the  rain  is  lhow  or  ice  when 

verging,  fo  that  what  fet  out  to  fall  it  Hi  ll  moves  downwards,  though 

from  a  cloud  of  many  thouf.:nd  thawed  in  falling;  and  we  know 

acres,  mould  reach  the  earth  in  that  the  drops  of  rain  are  ofttn 

perhaps  a  third  of  that  extent,  of  electrified  :  but  thofe  caufes  of  ac!- 

which  I  fomcwhat  doubt.    In  the  dition  to  each  drop  of  water,  or 

other  cafes  we  have  two  cxperi-  piece  of  hail,  one  would  think 

inenrs.  could  not  long  continue  to  produce 

"  1.  A  dry  glafs  bottle,  filled  with  the  fame  cf*ce"i  ;  iince  the  air 
very  cold  water,  in  a  warm  day,  through  which  the  drops  fall,  muft 
will  prefently  collect  from  the  loon  be.  liripped  of  its  prcvioutly 
fecmin.>Jy  dry  air  that  fu: rounds  it,  dUfolvcd  water,  fo  as  to  be  no 
a  quantity  of  w:-tcr  that  Hull  cover  longer  capable  of  augmenting  them, 
its  fitrface  und  run  down  its  fides,  Indeed  voy  heavy  lhowers  of 
which.pcrh:ips  is  done  by  the  poiv-  either  are  never  of  long  Conn- 
er wherewith  the  crld  water  at-  nuance;  but  moderate  rams  often 
trails  the  fluid  convvnn  fire  that  continue  fo  long  as  to  puzzle  this 
had  been  united  \»  itli  t Uc  dillblvcd  hypothecs  :  fo  that,  upon  the 
water  in  the  air,  .u. J  draw ing  that  \ihok,  1  rt: ink,  as  1  intimated  be- 
fre  through  the  glafs  into  itl'elf,  fore,  that  we  are  y»t  hardly  ripe 
leaves  the  warer  on  ihc  outline,  for  nuking  one."  * 

"  i.  An  cle. if.ed  body  left  in 


SPECULATIONS  on  the  PERCEPTIVE  POWER  of  VEGET- 
ABLES.   By  Dr.  Percival. 

[From  a  Paper-  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philofopbical  Socirtv  of 
Manchester,  in  17B4.  Printed  and^iven  by  die  Author  to  his  Friends 
but  not  yet  published  ] 

"IN  all  our  enquiries  into  truth,  Dcmnnftrafirc  evidence  is  abfolutc, 
X  whether  natural  or  moral,  it  and  without  gradation;  but  pro- 
is  neccflary  to  take  into  previous  bable  evidence  afcends,  bv  regular 
conlideration,  the  kind  of  evidence  Heps,  from  the  lowcii  prefumptiun, 
uhich  the  fubjeit  admits  of ;  and  to  the  highctt  moral  certainty.  A 
tie  decree  of  it,  which  is  fumclent  fingle  prefumption  i«,  indeed,  of  lit- 
to  nftwiJ  lath  labium  to  the  miud.  tltwcijht;  but  a  ferica  of  fuch  im- 

p  erf 63 
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SPECULATION'S  ON  VEGETABLES.  [149] 

perfect  proofs  may  produce  the  full-  capacity  for  enjoyment  feems  to  be 

eft  conviction.  The  ttrcngth  ot  be-  its  neceifary  adjunct.  Indefinite 

lief,  however,  may  often  he  greater,  and  low,  therefore,  as  this  capa* 

than  is  proportionate  to  the  force  city  may  he,  in  each  lingle  herb 

and  number  of  thefe  proofs,  cither  or  tree,  Vet,  when  we  confider  the 

individually  or  cojlcetively  conn-  amazing  extent  of  the  vegetable 

deied.    For,  as  uncertainty  is  al-  kingdom,  "  from  the  cedar  of  Lcr 

ways  painful  to  the  under  landing-,  banon  to  the   hylTop    upon  the 

very  ilight  evidence,  if  the  fubject  wall,"  the  aggregate  of  happinefs, 

be  capable  of  no  other,  fometimes  pnxluced  by  it,  will  be  found  to 

amounts  to  credibility.  This  every  exceed  our  molt  enlarged  concep- 

philofopher  experiences  in  his  re-  tions.    It  is  prejudice  only,  which 

learches  into  nature  ,  and  the  ob-  retrains  or  fupprcfles  the  delight- 

fervation  may  fervc  as  an  apology  ful  emotions,    refulting  from  the 

for  the  following  jeu  d'efprit ;  in  belief  of  fuch  a^dirt'uiioR  of  good, 

which  1  fhall  attempt  to  lhew,  by  And,  becaufc  the  framers  or  fyf- 

thc  feveral  analogies  of  organiza-  terns  have  invented  arrangements 

tion,    life,   inllincf,    fpontancity,  and  divifions  of  the  works  of  God, 

and  fclf-motion,  that  plants,  like  to  aid  the  mind  in  the  purfuits  of 

animals,  are  endued  with  the  ptow-  fcience,  we  implicitly  admit  as  re« 

ers,  both  of  perception  and  enjoy-  ality,  what  i«  merely  artificial ; 

mcnt.  and    adopt  ditlinctions,  without 

44  I.  Vegetables  bear  fo  near  a  proof  of  any  cllentiai  difference* 

fimilitudc  to  animals  in  their  it  rue-  Lap'uks  ertfeunt  ;   vtgctabilia  crrf* 

turc,   that  botanius  have  derived  cunt  et  vivunt ;   nnimalia  crefcunt% 

from  anatomy  and  phyliology,  al-  vfc*imt9  et  fc»t':u*t,    1  his  climax, 

molt  all  the  terms  employed  in  the  of  Ltnna?U5,  is  conformable  to  the 

defcription  of  them.     A  tree  or  doctrines  of  Ariltotle,  Pliny,  Jun* 

flirub,  they  inform  us,  coniills  of  gius.   and  others  :  But  none  of 

a  cuticle,  cutis,  and  cellular  mem-  thefe  great  men  have  produced  fuf- 

brane ;   of    vellels  varioufly  dif-  ficicnt  evidence,    to  fupport  the 

pofed,  and  adapted  to  the  tninf-  negative  c ha ra&eri flics,  if  I^nay 

million  of  different  fluids  ;  and  of  fo  exprefs  mylclf,  on  which  tb>a 

a  ligneous,  or  bony  fubtlance,  co-  three  kingdoms  of  nature  are  here 

venng  and  defending  a  pith  or  cltablifhed.    That  a  gradation  fub-» 

marrow.    Such  organization  evi-  fills,   in  the  fcalc  of  beings,  is 

dently  belongs  not  to  inanimate  olearly  martifei>  ;  but  ttoe  higher 

matter ;  and  when  we  obfervc,  in  advances   we   make   in  phyfical 

vegetables,   that   it  is  connected  knowledge,  the  nearer  v*  ill  the  de-» 

with,  or  inftrumental  to  the  powers  grees  be  feen   to  approach  each 

of  growth,  of  felf-prefervation,  of  other.    And  it  is  no  very  extra*? 

motion,  and  of  feminal  iacrcale,  vagant  conjecture  to  fuppofe,  that, 

we  cannot  heiitate  to  afcribe  to  in  lbme  future  period,  perceptivity 

them  a  living  principle.    And  by  may  be  difcovered  to  extend,  even 

admitting  this  attribute,   we  ad-  beyond  the  limits  now  ailigned  to 

vancc  a  llcp  higher  in  the  analogy  vegetable  life.     Corallines,  ma* 

we  are  purfuing.    For,  the  idea  of  drcpores,  millepores,  and  fpungc* 

lite  narurally  implies  fome  degiec:  were  formerly  considered  as  foffil 

of  perceptivity  :  and  wherever  per-  bodies:    But    the  experiments  o: 

c^tico  refides,  a  grea:er  or  IcU  count  Marhgli  evinced,  that  the/ 

A'  3  a?.? 
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arc  endued  with  life,  and  led  him  fownm.'ininvertedjwfition, fill! each 
to.  clals  them  with  the  maritime  part  purines  its  proper  direction, 
plants.    And  the  observations  of  The  plumula  turns  upward,  and 
Ellis,  Juflieu  and  Peyfonel,  have  the  radicle  iirikes  downward,  into 
iince  railed  them  to  the  rank  of  the  ground.    A  hop-plant,  turn- 
animals.    The  detection  or  error,  ing    round  a   pole,   follows  the 
in  long  eftablilhcd  opinions  con-  courfe  of  the  fun,  from  fouth  to 
cerning   one    branch  of  natural  wett,  and  foon  dies,  when  forced 
knowledge,  juOifws  the  fufpicion  into  an  oppofite  line  of  motion : 
of  its  exigence  in  others,  which  But  remove  the  obitacle,  and  the 
are  nearly  allied  to  it  :  And  ir  will  plant  will  quickly  return  to  irs  or- 
appear,   f  om  the  profecution  of  dinary  pohtion.    ';  he  branches  of 
our   enquiry   into  the   inftincls,  a  honey -fuck lc  fhoot  out  longitu* 
Spontaneity,  and  felfrmovimr  power  dinallv,  till  they  become  unable  to 
of  vegetable*,  that  the  iui^ic  k>n  is  bear  their  own  weight ;  «nd  then 
not  without  foundation,  flrengihen  theinfelvcs,  by  chang- 
"  II.  Inftinct  is  a  propenfity,  or  ing    their   form   into    a    fpiral : 
movement  to  feek,  without  dciibe-  When  they  meet  with  other  living 
ration,  what  is  agreeable  to  the  branches,  of  the  fame  kind,  they 
particular  nature,  actuated  by  it  ;  coalcfce  for  mutual  fupport,  and 
and  to  avoid  what  ii  incongruous  one  fpiral  turns  to  the  rtght,  and 
or  hurtful.  It  is  a  practical  power,  the  other  to  the  left;  thus  feck- 
whicli  require*  no  previous  know-  ing,    by  an  inllinclive  impulfr, 
ledge  or  experience  ;  and  which  fome  body  on  which  to  climb,  and 
purities  a  prefent  or  future  good,  increaling  the  probability  of  find? 
tyithout  arty  definite  ideas  or  fore?  ing  one,  by  the  diveriity  of  their 
iight ;  and  often,  wrlth  yery  faint  cpurfc  :  for  if  the  auxiliary  branch 
degrees   of    confeioufnefs.     The  be  dead,  the  other  uniformly  winds 
calf,  when  it  fir  it  comes  into  the  itfelf  round,  from  the  right  to  the 
world,  applies  to  the  teats  of  the  left. 

cow,  utterly  ignorant  of  the  tafle,  "  Thcfe  examples,  of  the  h> 
pr^tritious  quality  of  the  milk,  flinctive  occonomy  of  vegetables, 
and  confequently,  with  no  views,  have  been  purpofcly  taken  from 
cither  to  fenfua!  gratification,  or  fubjeft:,  familiar  to  our  daily  obr 
fupport:  And  the  duckling,  which  fervation.    But  the  plants  ot  war- 
has  bet  n  hatched  under  a  hen,  at  mer  climates,  were  wc  fulficieiuly 
a  d  ftaoce  from  w.;ter,  difcovers  a  acquainted  with  them,  would  pro- 
conllant  rcOlcflnei'd  and  impatience ;  bably  fifrni/h  better  illuftratioas  of 
and  is  obfervee  to  practtlc  all  the  thja  acknowledged  power  of  ar.i- 
rootions  of  fcvimn'in'g,   though  a  mality  r'  And  I  (hall  briefly  reciie 
ilranget  to  its  future  defignation,  the  hiftory  of  a  very  curious  ex- 
and  to  the  clement,  for  which  its  oiic,  which  has  been  delivered  to 
oily  feathers,   and  web-like  feet,  us  from  good  authority  ;  and  con: 
are  formed.     Inhincts  analogous  firmed  by  the  obfervations  of  lc  ve- 
to thefe,  operate  with  equaf energy,  ral  European  botanills. 
on  the  vegetable  tribe,     A  feed       •«  The  diona?!  muicipula  is  a 
contains  a  germ,  or  plant  in  minia-  native  of   North  Carolina.  lis 
ture,  and  a  radicle  or  little  root,  leaves  are  numerous,  inclining  to 
intended  by  nature  to  fupply  it  bend  downwards,  and  placed  in  a 
with  nourifhment.   If  the  feed  be   circular  order :  they  arc  iointed, 
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and  fueculent :    the  upper  joint  and  of  what  is  injurious  to  the 
confiftsof  two  lobes,  each  of  which  cemditution  of  the  individual,  or 
is  femi-oval  in  its  form,   with  a  fpc/i.s  directed  by  it.    But  it  is 
margin  furniflicd  with  itiff  hairs  ;  the  dciign  of  this  little  cflay,  ra- 
which  embrace  each  other,  when  ther  to  inveftigate  nature,  than  to 
they    clofe   trom   any   irritation,  appeal  to  metaphyseal  confidcra- 
Thc  furfaccs  of  thefc  lobes  arc  co-  lions:  I  dial  I  proceed,  therefore, 
vcrcd  with  fmall  red  glands,  which  to  point  out  a  tew  of  thofe  pheno- 
probably  fecrcte  fomc  fweet  liquor,  mcna,  in  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
tempting  to  the  ta  lc,  but  fatal  to  which  indicate  fpontaneity. 
the  lives  of  infccls :  for,  the  mo-  u  Several  ycar^ago,  whilfl  enr 
ment  the  poor  animal  alight3  upon  gaged  in  a  courfe#)f  experiment* 
thefe  parts,  the  two  lobes  rife  up,  to  ascertain  the  influence  of  fixed 
grafp  it  forcibly,  lock  the  rows  of  air  on  vegetation,  the  following 
fpines  toother,  and  fqueeze  it  to  fuel  repeatedly  ocurrcd  to  me.  A 
death  :  and,  left  the  rfruggles  for  fprig  of  mint,  fufpended  by  the 
life  fhould  difengage  the  infect,  thus  root,  with  the   hfad  downwards, 
entangled,  three  fmall  fpines  are  in  the  middle  glafs  vcilel  of  £)r, 
fixed  amongir  the  glands,  near  the  Nooth's    machine,   continued  to 
middle  of  each  lobe,  which  effee-  thrive    vigoroully,    without  any 
tualiy  put  an  end  to  all  its  efforts :  other  pabulum,   than  what  was 
nor  do  the  lobes  open  again,  while  iuppfied  by  the  Sream  of  mephitic 
the  dead  animal   continues  there,  gas,  to  which  it  was  expofed.  In 
The  diffolution   of  its  fubftanee,  twenty-tour  hours,  the  llcm  form- 
therefore,  is  fuppofed,  by  natu-  ed  into  a  curve,  the  head  became 
ralifts,   to  contlitute  part  of  the  creel,  and  gradually  afcended  to- 
nourifhment  of  the  plant.    But  as  wards  the  mouth  of  the  vcflel ; 
the  difcrimi native  power  of  inftin  t  thus  producing,  by  fucceflive  ef- 
is  always    limited,    and  proceeds  forts,  a  new  and  unufual  configu- 
with  a  blind  uniformity  when  put  ration  of  its  parts.     Such  exer- 
into  exertion,  the  plant  clofes  its  tions  in  the  fprig  of  mint,  to  ree  • 
leaves  as  forcibly,  if  iiimulatcd  by  tify  its  inverted  polition,   and  to 
a  ftraw  or  a  pin,  as  by  the  body  of  remove  from  a  foreign,  to  its  na- 
an  infeft :  nor  does  it  expand  them  tural  clement,  fcems  to  evince  vo? 
again,  till  the  extraneous  fubftanee  iition  to  avoid  what  was  evil,  and 
is  withdrawn.  to  recover  what  had  been  experi- 
III.  If  the  farls  and  ohferva-  cnecd  to  be  good,    if  a  plant,  in 
tions,  which  have  been  produced,  a  garden-pot,  be  placed  in  a  room, 
furnifh  any  presumptive  proof  of  which  has  no  light,  except  from  a 
the  inftinctivc  power  of  vegetables,  hole  in  the  wall,  ;t  will  lhoot  to- 
it  will  ncccflaiily  follow,  that  they  wards  the  hole,  pafs  through  it 
mutt  be  endued  with  fomc  degree  into  the  open  air,  and  then  vege- 
of  fpontaneity.    For  the  impulfe  tatc  upwards,  in  its  proper  direc- 
to  difcriminate  and  to  prefer,  is  an  tjor,.    Lord  Kaims  relates,  that, 
aclual  exertion  of  that  principle,  **  amongtt  the  ruins  of  New  ^\b« 
however  obfeure  the  confeioufnefs  bey,  formerly  a  monaltery  in  Gal- 
or  the  feeling  mav  be,  with  which  loway,  there  grows  on  the  top  of  a 
it  is  accompanied :  and  fuch  voli-  wall,   a  plane-tree,    twentv  feer 
tion  prefuppofcs  an  innate  percep-  high.    Straitened  for  nouriifiment, 
tion,  both  of  what  is  con/onant,  in  that  barren  iituation,  it  feveral 
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years  ago  directed  roots  down  the  minated   it  lalan-couf,    or  fea- 

fide  of  the  wall,  till  they  reached  grafs.    It  is  found  in  (hallow  bays, 

the  ground,  ten  feet  below  :  and  where  it  appears  like  a  ftraight 

now,  the  nouri(hment  it  afforded  flick,  but  when  touched,  withdraw* 

to  thefc  roots,  during  the  time  of  itfelf  into  the  fand.    Now,  if  fclt- 

defcending,  is  amply  repaid  ;  hav-  moving  faculties,  like  thefe,  indi- 

ing  every  year,  lince  that  time,  cate  animality,  can  fuch  a  diflinc- 

made  vigorous  (hoots.    From  the  tion  be  denied  to  vegetables,  pof- 

top  of  the  wall,  to  the  fui  face  of  feffed  of  them  in  an  cqi»al,  or  fu- 

thc  earth,   thefe  roots  have  not  perior  decree  ?  The 'water-lily,  be 

thrown  out  a  finale  fibre,  but  are  the  pond  deep  or  (hallow  in  which 

now  united  into  aprctty  thick  hard  it  grows,  pumes  up  its  flower-ftcms, 

root."  till  they  reach  the  open  air,  that 

"  The  regular  movements,  by  the  farina  fecundans  may  perform, 

which  the  (un -flower  prcients  its  without  injury*  its  proper  office. 

fplendid  di(k  to  the  fun,  have  been    About  feven  in  the  morning,  the 

known  to  naturals,  and  eclebrat-  italk  erects  itfelf,  and  the  flowers 

ed  by  poets,  both  of  ancient  and  rife  above  the  furtacc  of  the  wa- 

modern  times.    Ovid  founds  upon    ter:  In  this  (late  they  continue  till 

it  a  beautiful  (lory ;  and  Thomfon    four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 

describes  it  as  an  attachment  of   (talk   becomes   relaxed,   and  the 

love,  to  the  celeilial  luminary.  flowers  (ink  and  clufe.    The  mo-. 

_    .  ,    m  „  .  .      tions  of  the  fcnlitive  plant  hare 

-  But  one,  the  lofty  follower  of  the    been  lon?  nQticcd  with  admirationf 

Sad  when  he  fets ;  fliuta  up  her  yellow    a*  exhibiting  the  molt  obvious  iigns 

Icavcs,  '  of  perceptivity.    And  if  we  admit 

Drooping  all  night ;  and  when  he  warm    fuch  motions,  as  criteria  of  a  like 

return*,  1  power,  in  other  beings,  to  attri- 

Pottits  her  cnamour'd  bofom  to  his  ray."  F       ,k._,   •    #i  •   •  n  *  ' 

c,.  i -    „  i  bute  tnem,  in  tins  lnltancc,  to  mere 

bummer,  line  aio.  ,     .    '      .        ,    .  ,   '  , 

mechaniim,  actuated  lolcly  bv  cx- 
IV.  Nature  has  wifely  propor-  ternal  impulfe,  is  to  deviatc'frem 
tiered  the  powers  of  motton,  to  the  fo\indc(>  rule  of  philolophizing, 
fhe  divcriified  neccflities  of  the  be-  which  directs  us  not  to  multiply 
in<ia  endued  with   them.     Coral-  caufes,  when  the  effects  appear  to 
lines  and  feapens  are  fixed  to  a  he  the  fame.     Neither  will  the 
fpot,  becaufe  all'  their  wants  may  laW8  of  electricity  better  folve  the 
be  there   iupplied.     The  oyfier,  phenomena  of  this  animated  ve- 
ctoring the  arilux  of  the  tide,  opens  getablc  :  for  its  leaves  are  equally 
to  admit  the  water,  lying  with  the  affected  by  the  contact  of  electric, 
hollow  (hell  downwards  :  but  when  and  hon-electric  bodies;  (hew  no 
the  ehb  commences,  it  turns  on  the  change  in  their  fenfibilitv,  whether 
Other  lidc;  thus  prevrding-,  by  an  the  atmofpherc  be  dry  "or  nioift ; 
inconf.dcrable  movement,  for  the  and  iniiantly  clofc  when  the  va- 
rcception  of  its  proper  nutriment ;  pour  of    volatile  'alkali,   or  the 
and  afterwards  difcharging  what  is  fumes  of  burning  fulphur  arc  ap- 
fupertiuous.    Mr.  Miller,   in  his  plied  to  them.     The    powers  of 
late  account  of  the  illand  of  Su-  chemical  flimuli,  to  produce  con- 
matra,  mentions  a  fpecies  of  coral,  tractions  in  the  fibres  of  this  plant, 
which  the  inhabitants  have  mif-  may  perhaps  lead  fome  philofo- 
taken  for  a  plant,  and  have  deno-  phers,  to  refer  them  to  the  vis  in- 
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fita,  or  irritability,  which  they  af- 
iign  to  certain  parts  of  organized 
matter,  totally  diliinct  from,  and 
independent  of,  any  fentient  ener- 
gy. But  the  hypothecs  is  cvir 
dently  a  folecifm,  and  refutes  if- 
felf.  For  the  prefence  of  irritabi- 
lity can  only  be  proved  by  the 
experience  of  irritations,  and  the 
idea  of  irritation  involves  in  it  that 
o?  feeling. 

**  But  there  is  a  fpecies  of  the 
order  of  decandria,  which  con- 
flantly  and  uniformly  .exerts  a  felf- 
moving  power,  uninfluenced  either 
by  chemical  ilimuli,  or  by  any 
external  impulfc  whatfoever.  This 
curipua  flirub,  which  was  unknown 
to  Linna*us,  is  a  native  of  the 
Eafi  Indies,  but  has  been  cultivat- 
ed in  ieveral  botanical  gardens 
here.  1  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  it,  in  the  collection  of 
the  late  "Dr.  Brown.  It  is  trifo- 
lious,  grows  to  the  height  of  four 
feet,  and  produces,  in  autumn, 
yellow  flowers.  1  he  lateral  leaves 
are  fmaller  than  thofc  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  Talk  ;  and  all  day 
long,  they  are  continually  mov- 
ing either  upwards,  downwards, 
or  in  the  fegment  of  a  circle  :  the 
laft  motion  is  performed  by  the 
twifting  of  the  foot  (talks ;  and 
whillt  one  leaf  is  rifing,  its  aflc- 
ciate  is  generally  defcending  :  the 
motion  downwards  is  quicker  and 
more  irregular,  than  the  motion 
upwards,  which  is  fieady  and  uni- 
form. Thefc  movements  arc  ob- 
f?i  v.iblc,  during  the  fpace  of  twen- 
ty-four hours,  in  the  leaves  of  a 
branch  lopped  off  frcm  the  fhrub, 
and  kept  in  water.  If,  from  any 
obiiaclc,  the  motion  be  retarded, 
upon  the  removal  of  that  obitaclc, 
it  is  re  fumed  with  a  greater  degree 
of  velocity.  I  cannot  better  com- 
ment on  this  wonderful  degree  of 
vegetable  animation,  than  in  the 
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words  of  Cicero.  Inanlmum  ejl 
omnf  quod  pulfu  agitatur  externa ; 
quod  autcm  rft  animal^  id  motu  cit'iur 
intcriore  et  fuo. 

*'  1  have  thus  attempted,  with 
the  brevity  prefcribed  by  the  laws 
of  this  fociety,  to  extend  our  view* 
of  animated  nature  ;  to  gratify  the 
mind  with  the  contemplation  of 
multiplied  acceilions  to  the  general 
aggregate  of  felicity  ;  and  to  exalt 
our  conceptions  of  the  ivifdom. 
power,  and  beneficence  of  God. 
In  an  undertaking,  never  yet  ac- 
compliihed,  difappointmcnt  can.be 
no  difgrace  :  in  one,  directed  to 
fuch  noble  objefts,  the  motives  arc 
a  juflilication,  independently  of 
fuccefs.  Truth,  indeed,  obliges 
me  to  acknowledge,  that  I  review 
my  fpeculations  with  much  diffi- 
dence ;  and  that,  I  dare  not  pre- 
fume  to  expeel  they  will  produce 
any  permanent  con  vidian  in  others, 
becaufe  I  experience  an  inflability 
of  opinion  in  myfclf.  For  to  ule 
the  language  of  Fully,  Ktfcio  que- 
mode,  durn  lego  ajfentior  ;  cum  P'fui 
lit/runty  cJTt  itfio  omnis  ilia  elabitur.— 
But  this  fcepticifm  is  perhaps  tc  be 
afcribed  to  the  influence  of  habi- 
tual preconceptions,  rather  than 
to  a  deficiency  of  reafonable  proof. 
For  befides  the  various  arguments 
which  have  been  advanced,  in  ta- 
vour  of  vegetable  perceptivity,  it 
may  be  farther  urged,  that  the  hy- 
pothecs recommends  itfclf,  by  its 
conlonance  to  thofc  rrgher  analo- 
gies of  nature,  which  lead  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  greater  poffible 
fum  of  happinefs  exilh  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  rl  tie  bottom  of  the  ocean 
is  ovcifprrad  with  plant?,  of  the 
mou"  luxuriant  magnitude.  Immcnfc 
regions  of  the  earth  are  covered 
with  percnni.il  foiclts.  Nor  are 
the  Alps,  or  the  Andes,  destitute 
of  herbage,  though  buried  in 
depths  ot  uiow.    And  can  it  be 

,  ima- 
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imagined,  that  fuch  profufion  of  mon  allotment  of  vitality :  and 

life  lubfills  without  the  leaft  fen-  that  our  great  Creator  hath  ap- 

fction  or  enjoyment  ?  Let  us  ra-  portioned  good,  to  all  living  things, 

ther,  with  humble  reverence,  fup-  44  in  number,  weight,  and  mca- 

pofe,  that  vegetables  participate,  fure." 
in  fome  low  degrrc,  of  the  com- 


CONTINUATION  of  the  ACCOUNT  of  the  principal  EXPERI- 
MENTS lately  made  with  AEROSTATIC  GLOBES. 

Article  the  Second. 

[From  the  LXXth  Volume  of  the  Monthly  Review.] 

*4     |  s  H  E  avidity  of  the  public  of  no  lefs  a  diftancc,  than  either 

X     for  authentic  intelligence  Paris  or  Marfcillcs,  according  as 

concerning  the  progrefs  of  aerial  the  wind  mould  ferve. 

navigation,  will,  we  hope,  lutfici-  44  A  fubfeription  was  opened  for 

entlyjuftify  us  for  ilepping  fome-  this  purpofe,    which  foon  filled, 

what  out  of  our  ufual  track  in  or-  and  raifed  i8ol.    The  balloon  was 

der  to  lay  before  our  readers  fuch  formed  of  double  canvas,  enclof- 

well  atteflcd  fa^ls  relating  to  that  ing  three  layers  of  paper.  The 

curious  fubjeft  as  fctm  to  merit  upper  part  was  afterwards,  at  the 

attcnt'on.     L  here  is  now  fcarcely  a  delire  of  Pilatre  dc  Rozier,  chang- 

town  of  any  note  in  Europe,  that  cd  into  a  fimple  cotton  cloth.  It 

has  not  repeated  the  ftru  cxperi-  meafured  126  feet  in  height,  and 

incnts  in  funic  fliape  or  other  ;  and  100  feet  tranfverfcly,  and  weighed 

probably  there  will  foon  be  none  about  8000  lb.  It  received  its  name 

in  any  part  of  the  globe  but  what  from  M.  de  Flcflells,  the  intendant 

will  be  entertained  by  fimilar  ex  hi-  of  Lyons,  a  great  promoter  of  the 

bitions.    Of  thefe  we  (hall  take  no  enterprize  ;  and  Pilatre  de  Rozier, 

notice  whatever,  but  (hall  merely  the  modern  Daedalus,  from  whom 

confine  ourfelves  to  fuch  efTays  as  we  devoutly  depnecate  the  fate  of 

are  made  with  a  view  to  improve-  Icarus,  was  appointed  captain  of 

ment.  the  expedition.     Of  the  number 

44  The  brilliant  fuccefles  of  the  who  eagerly  folicked  to  be  of  the 

Parifian  aeronauts,  gave  no  doubt  crew,  the  following  were  enliftcd ; 

fome  countenance  to  the  confidence  M.  Montgolfier,  fen. the  eldeft  fon  of 

of  one  of  the  original  inventors  the  prince  of  Ligne,  the  counts 

fthe  elder  Montgol(ier),  who  un-  d'Anglefort,  Laurencm,  and  Dam- 

pcrtook  to  con  (h  urt  at  Lyon?,  a  picrc,  and  M.  Fontaine, 

fire  balloon  of  an  immenfe  fize,  44  The  departure  had  been  an- 

with  which,  if  he  did  not  actually  nounced  for  the  1  •  th  of  January 

engage,  it  was  at  lead  given  out  by  lau ;  and  in  fact,  all  being  ready, 

his  friends,  that  he  propofed  to  an  attempt  was  made  to  fwell  the 

afcend  himfelf,    and  eight  more  ^lobe;  but  whether  from  the  crowds 

perfons,  tfith  a  confiderable  cargo  ing  of  u  0,000  fpc&ators  who  had 

of  goods,  and  to  perform  a  vova^e  flocked  to  the  fpot  from  100  miles 

found. 
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round,  whether  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather,  or  from 
foinc  fault  in  the  con  [ruction,  the 
deli  red  object  was  not  obtained,  the 
globe  fuelling  only  partially.  Re- 
peated trials  were  made  during  fc- 
veral  fucccflivc  days,  but  they  al- 
ways failed  ;  and  in  one  of  them, 
the  fire  having  been  conHdcrably 
increafed,  part  of  the  canvas  and 
cloth  were  burnt.  i  hci'e  repeated 
difappointments  had  fo  far  dilheart- 
ened  the  people,  that  they  begun 
to  defpair  of  luccels,  and  accounts 
had  already  readied  Paris  that  the 
project  had  been  laid  af:de. 

«*  The  projectors  however  were 
not  fo  eafily  daunted.    They  foo n 
repaired  the  damage  occalioned  by 
thi3  and  fcveral   ether  untoward 
accidents,  and  wtie  ready  tor  an- 
other cllay  on  the  r.rh  of  januarv. 
The  ioCjGOO    fpenators  rc-afleih- 
bled.     'I  he  feven  navigators  af- 
cended  the  gallery,  in  fphc  ot  the 
remonnrances  ot    P.  tic  Ro/ier, 
who  wiihcd  to  embark  only  two  or 
three.    The  tire   was   lighted  at 
forty-five  minutes  alter  two  P.  M. 
the  globe  fwclled  in  about  feven- 
tecn  minutes,  and  actually  afcend- 
ed  amidlt  the  acclamations  of  the 
multitude,     't  Jir  \  took  its  courfe 
with  the  w  ind  to  the  S.  W.  hut  for- 
tunately it  loon  niter  turned  to  the 
N.  K  ;  for  had  it  continued  in  its 
fLril  direction,  it  would  intaHibly 
have  dropt  into  the  Rhone.  Jts 
greatell  elevation  was  vaguely  cfli- 
matcd  at  about  ;co  toi'.Vs  :  it  float- 
ed, foine  accounts  fay  fifteen,  and 
others  oniy  five  minutej.    it  then 
defcended   with   a    velocity  that 
alarmed  the  fpcriators,  and  al'ght- 
cd  in  a  field  not  very  diitant  from 
the  place  of  its  departure.  This 
fudden  defcent  was'  afcribed  to  a 
rent  near  the  top  of  the  machine. 
None  of  the  navigators  were  hurt, 
'pic  crowd  arrived  in  the  field  : 


PROSTATIC  GLOBKS. 

fcveral  ladies  who  came  in  conches, 
resigned  their  places  to  the  adven- 
turer?, who  entered  the  town  in 
triumph.    Montgolficr  and  Rozier 
appeared  in  the  evening  in  the  box 
of  the  intendant  at  the  play.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  acclama- 
tions with  which  they  were  re- 
ceived,  which    were   repeated  in 
parts  cf  flie  play  that  had  fome 
diilant  all u (ion  to  the  glory  of  the 
day.    Laurel  wieaths  were  pro-» 
duced,  one  of  which  madamc  de 
Fleflcls  placed  on  the  head  of  Mont- 
golticr,  who  immediately  took  it 
off,  :md  another  on  that  of  P.  de 
Rosier  ;  the  latter  fr  itched  oft*  his, 
and  placed  it  on  the  head  of  the 
former.      How    M.  Montgolficr, 
who  is  reprcfented  as  a  calm  and 
mode  it  perforate,   mud  have  rc- 
lilhed  thii>  budliug  frolic,  we  leave 
to  fober  minds  to  conjecture.  Some 
of  the  other  navigators  were  dif- 
cove  ed  in  the  pit  ;  crowns  were 
handed  to  them,  and  they  were  in- 
vited into  the  box  of  the  intend-* 
ant.   A  concei  t  fucceed^J  iiie  play* 
and  the  whole  ni.'.ht  was  fpent  in 
fcrcnading,    congratulations,  and 
mirth  bordering  upon  madnefs. 

"  Notwithftancu.ijT  rhefe  extra- 
vagant demon!: ration*,  which  feem 
to  imply  that  the  t*\pe«ftationi  of 
the  people  had  been  fully  anfacted, 
there  arc,  however,  accounts  which 
fpeak  in  far  more  moderate  terms 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  experiment ; 
and  fomc  there  are  (perhaps  ihe 
partisans  of  Charier.)  who  everj 
attempt  to  throw  a  ridicule  upoty 
the  whole.  Unprejudiced  as  we 
arc,  wc  confefs,  that  although  we 
have  collected  this  narrative  from 
the  bell  authorities  that  could  be 
obtained,  we  are  not  fati>ricd  treat 
wc  have  given  the  exact  truth  ; 
and  indeed,  at  this  diltance,  v.*c 
fear  it  will  t>e  fcarcc  pofiiblc  for  us, 
or  any  one  bcudc,  to  difcriminatc 
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accurately  between  the  effufions  of   feta,  di  tended  by  means  of  whale- 
enthuliaim,  and  the  fuggcltions  of    bohc  ribs.     All   this  was  to  be 
party.    This  much  however  apr    worked   by  a  machinery  of  M. 
pears  certain,  that  the  fuccefs  was    Blanchard  s>   invention.     He  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  fan-    to  afcend  himfelf  for  the  purpofc 
guinc  expectations  of  the  projeo    of  navigating  the  machine,  and 
tors  ;  and,  indeed,  if  wc  recollect    Dom  Pech,  a  Benedictine,  was  to 
how  raoidly  the  effect  of  tire  dc*    accompany  him,   with  a  view  of 
creates  in  proportion  to  the  increafc    making  various  acrological  oblcr- 
of  the  diltanccs  ;  and  that  in  this    vations  and  experiments, 
inilance,  aUiiming  the  effect  of  the       "  Every  thing  was  ready  on  the 
fire  at  the  diliance  of  one  foot  to    2d  of  March,  in  the  Champ  de 
be  as  unit,  it  could  at  the  top  of   Mars.    A  party  of  M.  Blanchard'* 
the  balloon,  when  dillended,  be  no    friends  had  repaired  to  a  certain 
inore  than  ttiX&  °^  tnat  umr>  we    country»houfe  where  he  had  pro- 
ftiall  not  be  furprifed  at  the  diiik    mifed  to  meet  them  through  the 
cultics  that  offered,  nor  at  the  fud-    air,    1  he  navigators  were  embark- 
den  defcent  after  the  globe  had    ed,  and  ready  to  foar,  when  behold 
reached  a  cold  and  rarificd  ihatum    a  young  man,  a  pupil  of  the  hcole 
of  the  atmofphere  (even  though    Iviilitaire,  rufhod  from  among  the 
there  had  been  no  rem),  in  which    crowd,    threw  himfelf  into  the 
the  ncceliary  dilatation  of  the  in-    car,  and  inlifted  upon  fliaring  in 
ternal  air  would  have  required  a   the  expedition.— Remouitrance  a«» 
ftre  much  more  intenfc  than  would    vailed  nothing,  force  was  ufed; 
have   been   compatible  with  the    but  he  drew  his  fword,  and  in  the 
fafory  of  the  apparatus.  fcuflle  wounded  Blanchard  in  the 

44  In  the  next  experiment  we  hand,  dcitroyed  the  parachute  and 
hr.ve  to  defcribe,  an  apparatus  was  the  wings,  and  thus  defeated  the 
10  be  applied  to  a  ga>  balloon  for  purpofc  of  the  experiment.  M 
lkering  it  both  horizontally  ar.d  length  he  was  overpowered  and  fc- 
vertically,  and  even  again  it  a  cur-  cured. 

rent  of"  air.    M.  Hlanchard,   an       «*  Notwithftanding    this  cruel 
artilr.  of  Paris,  had  fome  years  lince    difappointmc^t,  the  two  adventur-. 
announced  that  he  was  preparing    crs  determined  to  take  a  chance 
wings  with  which  he  meant  foon    flight.    They  rofc,  but  fht  ir  power 
to  take  a  flight,     1  he  late  difeo-    of  afccnlion  was  not  fuiBcient  tq 
very  itemed  to  hailen  the  execu-    carry  them  to  any  height  ;  they 
tion  of  his  project,    lie  conilruft-    therefore  foon  landed.    Dom  Pcch 
r  \  a  globe  limilar  t.i  that  of  Clunk's    alighted,  and  Blanchard  immtdi- 
(N'o.  II.),  only  two  Ket  more  in    ately  afcended  very  rapidly.  The 
di.uneter,  i.e.    fourtern  kt  two    wind  being  cart,  he  was  carried  to 
inches.  To  this  he  lulnendcd  a  car  ;    the  weilward.     The  account  he 
r.rid  bef.ve.n  the  gl<:b-.*  rind  t::e  c  tr    givci  of  his  navigation  is,  that  he 
he  fixed  an  umbrella  tweke  t<  ct  in    rofc  about  two  thoufand  toifes  (we 
d". muter,  the  intin;h>n  of  which    prcfume  this  to  be  much  esaggc: 
was  to  break  the  fail  in  cafe  or  an    rated)  ;  that  he  found' himiclf  at 
accident  :  it  was  heiKe  called  para-    times  ltationary  in  a  perfect  culm, 
chute.     To  lb.'  car  were  adapted    during  which  the  heat  of  the  fun 
fiv.tr  win;—,  two  <<n  each  fide,  and    was  fcorchin^  ;  that  he  at  different 
bthi::J      ii.ucer,  ..!i  r.v-de  of  taf-    tur.es  ft  It  cui  rents  of  air  in  different 
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directions,  in  fome  of  which  the 
cold  was  intenfe.  That  during 
thefe  cold  intervals,  he  felt  an  al- 
jnoft  unconquerable  defire  to  llcep  ; 
that  clouds  collected  under  his  feet, 
and  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  he 
vas  at  different  times  carried  to- 
wards different  parts  of  the  com- 
pafs.  He  continued  in  the  air 
about  one  hour  and  a  quarter ; 
after  which  he  landed  fafely  near 
Sevc,  on  the  road  to  Verfailles, 
•bout  f. » e  miles  from  the  fpot  whence 
he  afcended. 

**  The  failure  of  this  experiment 
hath,  we  hear,  by  no  means  dif- 
couraged  M.  Blanchard  from  far- 
ther attempts  ;  and  indeed  we  learn 
that  he  is  already'  conftrucring  an- 
other machine"  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple, in  which  he  and  an  afliilant, 
3Vl.  Alficr  Pcrica,  are  to  afcend  as 
foon  as  it  can  be  got  ready.  This 
profpect  hath  induced  us  to  be 
more  particular  in  our  account  of 
the  prefent  experiment  than  its 
fuccefs  may  perhaps  fcem  to  jultify. 
We  may  probably  have  occafion 
to  refer  to  it  hereafter. 

**  It  may  be  neceflary  to  ap- 
prize the  perambulators  of  St. 
James's- Park,  that  M.  Charles  is 
faid  to  be  actually,  by  order  and 
at  the  expence  of  the  king  ot' 
France,  conftructing  a  gas  balloon 
forty  feet  in  diameter,  which  is  to 
confiit  of  three  coats,  the  firft  of 
lamblkin,  and  the  other  two  of 
glazed  taftata.    That  it  is  to  be 


launched,  with  fix  navigators,  on 
the  15th  of  April  next,  from  the 
great  terrace  of  St.  Cloud ;  and 
that  it  is  to  land  in  St.  Jamea's- 
Park,  in  order  (as  the  wag  who  has 
inferted  this  article  in  a  public 
French  paper  fays)  to  obtain  the 
premium  offered  by  George  IIF. 
to  the  tirlt  bold  Frenchman  who 
fhall  venture  through  the  air  acrofe 
the  (freights  of  Calais. 

**  Bcfidcs  this  project,  a  part  of 
which  is  faid  to  be  true,  the  abbe 
Miolan,  profeflbr  of  Experimental 
Philofophy,  and  M.  Janinet,  art 
eminent  artiir,  both  of  Paris,  pro- 
pofe  making  a  gas  balloon,  feventy 
feet  in  diameter,  with  which  they 
mean  to  afcend  to  a  great  height", 
in  order  to  make  experiments  on 
the  acceleration  of  the  fall  of  bo- 
dies, on  the  dcnlities  of  different 
ftrata  of  air,  the  aurora  borealis, 
the  declination  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  befides  trying  a  method  for 
ltecrin?  the  machine.  A  very 
moderate  proficient  in  philofophy 
mud  perceive,  that  few  of  thefc  ex- 
periments can  fucceed. 

"  Mr.  Dillier,  of  the  Hague,  is 
endeavouring  to  apply  balloons  to 
the  ufe  of  buoving  up  large  Ihips", 
in  order  to  facilitate  their  entrance 
into  the  harbour  of  Amllerdam. 
And  M.  Champmas,  of  Paris,  gave 
notice,  that  he  Ihould  fend  off  an 
aerial  diligence  on  Friday,  the  i*th 
of  March.  Of  this  laft  we  hardly 
expect  any  farther  account." 
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Article    the  Third. 

[From  the  fame  Volume.} 

"    A    GAS  balloon,  which  had    to  difcharge  all  our  ballalt,  and 
j[X  been  fome  time  preparing    even  a  part  of  our  provi.ions, 
by  order  of  the  academy  of  Dijon,    weighing  between  75  and  8olb. 
was    at    length   completed,   and    When  we  had  afcended  beyond 
launched  on  the  25th  of  April  laft,    the  roof  of  the  church,  and  were 
from  the  garden  of  an  abbey  in    fet  free  by  thofe  who  held  the 
the  town  of  Dijon.    We  have  not    ropes  below,  we  foarcd  with  very 
yet  learnt  its  dimenlions,  and  only    great  rapidity,  and  foon  faw  the 
know,  that  its  power  of  afcenfion    fteeple  a  great  way  below  us. 
was  elli  mated  at  ^eplb.  and  that  a       "  Perceiving  now,  by  the  form 
great  part  of  the  inflammable  air   of  our  balloon,  that  the  air  it  con- 
with  which  it  was  filled,  was  pro-   tained   was   exceedingly  dilated, 
cured  from  potatoes,  by  diitilla-   both  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and 
tion,  which  was  found  to  be  lighter   on  account  of  the  diminution  of 
than  that  produced  from  metals,    denlity  of  the  circumambient  me- 
in  the  proportion  of  fix  to  feven.   dium,  we  opened  at  once  both 
M.  de  Morvcau  and  the  abbe  Ber*   our  valves  j   but   their*  apertures 
trand  were  named  commiflaries,  by    not  being  fufficienttocmit  a  pwper 
the  academy,  for  conducting  this    quantity  of  the  fluid,  the  balloon 
experiment;    and    they    actually    burft  at  the  bottom  near  the  ap- 
afcended  in  a  gondola  annexed  to    pendices,  the  rent  rrieafuring  about 
it.    As  this  is  the  moft  important    feven  or  eight  inches  in  length. 
Expedition  fince  that  of  Mcflrs.    This  accident,  fo  far  from  alarm- 
Charles  and  Robert,  our  readers    ing  U3,  ferved  rather  to  remove 
•will  no  doubt  wifti  to  learn  fome    our  apprehenfions. 
particulars  concerning  it ;  and  no-       44  We  now  felt  ourfclvcs  in  a 
thing  will  probably  gratify  them    perfeft  calm,  and  in  a  manner  lla- 
more  than  the  account  which  the    tionary ;  and  yet  we  foon  perceiv- 
navigators  themfelrcs  have  given    ed  that  we  were  got  to  fome  di- 
in  an  affidavit,  drawn  up  immedi-    ftancc  from  (he  tow  n. 
ately  on  their  landing.  44  At  $h.  $'  we  pafled  over  a 

44  Being  apprehenfive,  fay  the  village  of  which  wc  had  no  know- 
commiflaries,  left  the  very  high  le^e :  we  there  dropped  a  note 
andboiticrous  wind  that  rofe  a  few  fa ti cited  to  a  bag  filled  with  bran, 
moments  before  our  departure,  and  bearing  a  iittls  flreamcr  ;  we  therein 
which  had  already  blown  us  f«.veral  gave  notice  thp.r  we  were  perfectly 
times  from  the  height  at  which  well,  that  the  barometer  flood  at 
We  were  held  by  ropes  againfl  the  20  inches  g  lir.^s ;  the  thermometer 
ground,  fhould  endanger  our  ap-  i°4  below  o  (about  28^  of  Fahr.1) ; 
paratus,  and  throw  us  upon  the  and  the  hygrometer  m  59°  of  Mr. 
town  (the  place  of  our  afcent  being  de  Uerz\>,  -  nd  24^4  of  Mr.  Co- 
at the  foot  of  one  of  its  hi^hclt  pineau's  f  aJt. 
fleeples)  we  thought  it  expedient       44  We  dropped  two  other  norc\> 

whi«h 
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which  we  were  obliged  to  write 
with  a  pencil,  the  cold  not  allow- 
ing  us  the  ufe  of  the  pen.  At  5b. 
li',  the  thermometer  flood  at  30 
below  o  (nearly  25  J  of  Fahr.)  and 
it  had  in  the  whole  of  our  afcent 
funk  1 4°  (about  3 1°  4.  of  Fahr.) 

«*  We  obferved  by  a  ftop-wntch 
the  time  of  the  fall  of  one  of  the 
notes.  It  was,  no  doubt,  fome* 
what  retarded  by  the  dreamer ; 
for,  although  its  defcent  was  al- 
moft  vertical,  it  yet  took  no  left 
than  c  7"  in  reaching  the  ground. 

«'  The  intenfe  cold  affected  our 
ears,  and  this  was  the  only  incon- 
venience we  experienced  ;  and  even 
for  this  wc  were  amply  indemnified 
by  the  fenfations  which  Mr. Charles 
has  fo  well  defcribed.  Wc  have 
only  one  observation  to  make  upon 
his  lively  reprefentation,  which  is, 
that  fo  far  from  its  being  exaggerat- 
ed, it  appeared  to  us  rather  too 
faint  when  we  law  the  clouds 
floating  beneath  us,  and  fecluding 
•us  in  a  manner  from  the  earth. 
We  then  jointly  repeated  the  motto 
affixed  to  our  aeroflat,  furgit  nunc 
Galiw  ad  aihera* 

"  The  fun,  after  exhibiting  to 
us  a  magnificent  parhelion,  was 
now  near  fetting  ;  and  perceiving 
by  the  flaccklity  of  the  lower  pun 
of"  our  balloon  that  it  was  time  for 
ustodefcend,  we  began  to  lookout 
for  a  proper  landing-place.  Wc 
concluded,  from  the  dirc^ion  of 
the  compafs,  that  we  could  not  bt 
far  from  the  town  of  Ausonnc  ; 
and,  in  fac~r,  a  large  mafs  of  build- 
ings which  wc  perceived  about 
2 50  to  our  ri;,'ht,  proved  jo  be 
that  place.  We  then  had  rccourfe 
to  all  our  expedients,  in  order  to 
fieer  towards  that  point.  Our  ap- 
paratus for  this  purpofe  had  been 
greatly  damaged  by  the  blalt  of 
Wind  at  our  departure.  The  rud- 
der was  unhinged,  one  of  the  oars 


had  fnapped  near  its  -handle,  and 
dropped  off  the  moment  we  at- 
tempted to  ufe  it,  in  order  to  ac- 
celerate our  courlc.  Another  oar 
had  been  entangled  in  one  of  the 
ropes  by  which  we  were  at  firil 
held  to  the  ground,  and  we  could 
never  recover  it.  We  had  there- 
fore only  two  oars  left,  which  be- 
ing both  on  the  fame  fide  were  per- 
fectly ufelefs  during  the  greatcft 
part  of  our  navigation  in  the  calm, 
and  even  after  wc  felt  ourfelve6  ad- 
vancing, although  without  any 
perceptible  current.  But  having 
now  entered  a  itrcam  which  car- 
ried us  towards  the  eaft,  wc  work- 
ed our  oars  witli  great  facility  for 
about  eight  or  nine  minute* :  th» 
made  U3  verge  fo  much  to  th» 
fouth-calt,  the  point  of  our  derltt 
nation,  that  we  found  it  necefiary 
to  fufpend  our  work,  left  we  ihou'  4 
exceed  our  mark,  having  no  means 
to  make  U3  revert  to  the  eailward. 

**  We  were  in  hopes  of  landing 
near  the  duller  of  buildings  whicb 
wc  had  taken  for  Auxonne  ;  but 
our  globe  loll  fo  much  of  its  gas 
through  the  renr,  that  we  faw  little 
profpect  of  reaching  that  dillanee. 
We  were  now  over  a  large  tract 
covered  with  wood,  and  felt  our- 
fclves  dcfccnd'mi;-;  We  had  kept 
what  ball  ai't  we  It  ad  left,  which  con- 
fined of  little  cite  than  our  loofc 
bencher,  that  wc  might  have  the 
m^ms  of  retarding  the  fall,  in  cafe 
wc  ihouhi  find  it  necciTary.  We 
threw  out  one  of  thefe  benches,  and 
then  defcended  very  gently  upon  a 
copfe ,  the  name  of  which,  we  have 
fmce  lean  it,  U  Chaignct,  belong- 
ing to  the  countefs  de  Brun.  Our 
gondola  had  Icarce  touched  the 
tops  of  the  boughs,  when  it  rc- 
afcended  with  fbmc  force.  We 
laic!  hold  of  the  boughs,  in  order 
to  come  to  an  anchor,  and  to  avoids 
our  b^ing  thrown  againft  fotne  tall 
c.  tree* 
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trees  that  rofe  here  and  there  above 
the  relt  of  the  wood.  We  tried  to 
defcend  by  hauling  thofe  boughs 
in  the  fame  manner  a*  ihips  are 
moved  by  towing,  but  our  efforts 
were  ineffectual.  We  heard  hu* 
man  voices,  and  wc  called  for  their 
aid  to  ground  us.  The  people  we 
heard  were  inhabitants  of  Magny- 
les-Auxorme :  one  of  them  an- 
fwered,  that  he  would  gladly  affilt 
us,  if  wc  would  promife  to  do  him 
no  harm  ;  wc  diipellcd  his  fears  ; 
and  his  example,  as  well  as  our  re- 
peated deli  re,  induced  at  length  his 
companions  to  aflilt  us.  Wc  landed 
at  6h.  25'. — Among  the  number  of 
inhabitants  who  were  alTembled, 
two  men  and  three'  women  were 
ieen  to  kneel  to  the  balloon. 
^  "  We  had  juit  moored  our  ap- 
paratus,, placed  fomcbody  to  guard 
it,  and  difpatched  a  mellcneer  to 
Dijon,  when  wc  faw  a  number  of 
people  approaching  on  the  road  of 
Magny,  who,  having  perceived  us 
at  Auxonne,  were  coming  to  meet 
us.  As  many  as  had  room  were 
pleafed  to  fign  the  prefent  affidavit, 
which  we  drew  up  immediately  at 
the  parfonagc  of  Au'e,  the  2<;th 
of  April,  1 7  8 4  •**  Signed  De  Mor- 
▼eau  and  Bertrand,  Commitfkries  ; 
Bidal,  pried  of  Atce ;  BuWe,  a 
principal  magilrrate  in  the  juril'dic- 
tion  of  Auxonne,  and  fourteen 
more." 

**  To  this  account,  which  is  all 
that  is  hitherto  publilhed,  we  have 
it  in  our  p  >\ver  to  add  fomc  farther 
authentic  information.  The  height 
to  which  this  balloon  alcended  is 
computed  to  have  been  about 
2000  I  rench  toifes,  (above  2  ±  En- 
glilh  miles).  The  pittance  it  went 
;n  a  tfrait  line  was  about  lix  leagues  ; 
the  time  it  remained  in  the  air  ih. 
27'.  It  feerm,  that  the  perfons 
who  held  the  ropes  were  execcding- 
1/  alarmed  at  the  violence  of  the 

4 


wind,  and  refufed  to  let  go,  till 
in  a  manner  compelled  to  it  by  a 
gentleman  appointed  to  repeat  the 
li^nals  of  the  navigators,  who,  by 
difcharging  all  their  balla  1,  and 
by  every  other  means  in  their  pow- 
er, expreffed  their  eager nefs  to  be 
fet  at  liberty. 

"  One  of  thofe  who  held  the 
ropes  was  raifed  above  three  feet 
from  the  ground  before  he  quitted 
his  hold,  and  in  the  fall  he  hurt  his 
moulder.  He  has  fince  acknow- 
leged  that  his  intention  was  to  tie 
the  rope  to  his  wriit,  and  to  follow 
the  balloon  :  had  he  fucceeded,  his 
ralhncfs  would  inevitably  have 
proved  his  own  deduction,  with 
that  of  the  navigators,  and  of  many 
of  thofe  who  were  landing  imme- 
diately under  them ;  fmce  his 
weight  muir  have  drawn  the  equa- 
torial circle  out  of  its  horizontal 
pofition,  which  would  have  made 
fome  of  the  ropes,  to  which  the 
-gondola  was  lufpended,  prefs  fo 
hard  again  it  the  balloon  as  infai- 
liby  to  hurft  it. 

"  A  full  account  of  this  expe- 
riment, together  with  a  delcription 
of  the  apparatus,  &c.  with  proper 
drawing.,  has  been  laid  by  th« 
commiuaries  before  the  academy 
of  Dijon,  and  is  now  in  the 
prefs  ;  and  we  learn  that  a  fub- 
fiription  is  already  opened  for  a  re- 
petition of  the  experiment,  with 
the  fame  apparatus,  equipped  in 
the  fame  manner." 


"  A  lire  balloon,  72  feet  high, 
an  A  65  teet  in  diameter,  made  by 
MeflVs.  Ghcrli,  at  the  fole  expence 
of  the  count  Andreani,  was  launch- 
ed, on  the  1 3th  of  March  latl,  at 
Mnncucco,  about  eight  miles  di- 
ltant  from  Milan.  The  count  and 
the  two  Gherlis  mounted  with  it. 
They  continued  about  25  minutes 
ia  the  air,  roie  above  4900  feet,  and 

landed 
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landed  fafely  at  about  three  miles  thods  of  preparing  this  folution,  of 

ditiance  from  the  fpot  whence  they  applying  it,  and  of  producing  the 

afcended.     This  is  the  firii  en*  inflammable  air,  are  all  circumftan- 

croachment  of  foreigners  upon  the  tiully  delcribud  in  the  paper,  and 

French  privilege  of  aerial  naviga-  were  it  not  deviating  too  far  from 

tion. — The  fecond  is  a  voyage  of  our  plan,  would  have  been  here  com- 

M.  Dumefnil,  who    mounted   at  municated  to  our  readers.  Thofc, 

Mofcow  with  a  large  fire  b.illoon;  however,  who  may  hereafter  pro- 

rofc  out  of  light,  and  was  not  heard  pofe  to  conllruft  l.illoons,  will  dd 

of  when  the  account  wc  have  fecn  well  to  conf^lt  the  paper  itfclf. 

came  away.    The  intelligence  hi-  "  The  fubfcrip:ions  at  Paris  for 

therto  received  concerning  this  ex-  other  experiments  are  numerous; 

pcriment  is  fo  vague,  that  we  can-  The  principal  are,  befides  that  o£ 

not  lay  much  ltrefs  upon  it.  the  abbes  Miolan  and  Janenet,  men- 

The  laft  number  of  CrelPs  tion.  d  in  our  lait,  thofe  of  Meffrs. 

Chemical  Annals  (being  the  fourth  Gattey,  Ma^nie,  and  Henry,  and 

for  the  prefent  year)  contains  an  of  Meflrs.  Bicnvcnu  and  Launoy. 

inftruc"hve  paper  concerning  the  We  arc  fomcwhat  furprifed  not  to 

manner   of    preparing   acroftatic  have  yet  heard  any  thing  of  Mi 

globes,  and  the  precautions  ufed  in  Blanchard's  promised  expedition, 

the  conftru&ion  of  one,  about  five  "  The  kiiig  of  Pruflia,  it  is  faid, 

feet  in  diameter,  made  at  Brunf-  has  prohibited  all  acroftatic  experi- 

wic,  under  the  direction  of  Pro-  merits  in  his  dournions,  alleging, 

feflbr  Zimmcsinan  and  M.  Hcyer,  that  the  merit  of  t^e  improvement 

which,  being  launched,  foon  role  fliould  be  left  to  the  inventors.  He 

out  of  fight,  and  was  found,  four  is  reported  to  have  obferved  upon 

days  after,  at  a  ditiance  of  nine  this    occafion,  that   Auftria  and 

German  (near  fifty  Englifh)  miles  Rullia  aim  at  the  fupremc  domi- 

frora  the  place  whence  it  afcended.  nion  on  land  ;   England  at  fea  ; 

It  was  made  of  very  thin  fattin^  France  in  the  air;  and  that  the 

glazed  over  four  times  with  a  iblu-  only  clement  now  left  for  him  ia 

tion  of  claftic  gum  in  highly  rcc-  fire." 
tified  oil  of  turpentine.    The  mc- 

I  s                   i        *  " 

ACCOUNT  of  AEROSTATIC  EXPERIMENTS  continued. 
Article   the  Fourth. 
[From  the  LXXIft  Volume  of  the  Monthly  Review.] 

'«  nr*KE  curiofity  of  our  readers  to  break  in  upon  our  order  of  pub- 

A    on  the  fubjccl  of  Acrolta-  licathn.    As  wc  have  previoufly 

tion  ftiould  not  have  remained  lb  declared,  that  we  fliould  decline 

Jong  ungratified,  had  we  thought  the  entering  into  any  detail  of  mere 

information  we  have  received  fincc  repetitions  of  former  experiments 

our  laft  article,  either  of  fufticient  under  which  defciiption  wc  are  to 

novelty  or  importance  to  induce  us  phce  ail  th.oie  made  unce  our  laft 

1784.  L  ac- 
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account ;  and  as  we  are  willing  to 
give  up  the  merit  of  early  intelli- 
gence to  thofe  who  plcafe  to  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  danger  of  propa- 
gating falfe  intelligence,  we  {hall 
wave  all  farther  apology  for  having 
thus  long  poftponed  this  article. 
The  following  are  the  principal 
publications  we  have  now  to  men- 
tion : 

"  I.  Premiere  Suite  <ie  la  Dc- 
fcriptton  des  Experiences  Jerofiatiques ; 
*i.  e.  Firft  Continuation  of  the  De- 
scription of  the  Acroftatic  Experi- 
ments of  Meflrs.  de  Montgolfier, 
and  of  thofe  occafioncd  by  their 
Difcovery,  By  M.  Faujas  de  St. 
Fond.  Paris,  1784.  fevo.  with 
five  cuts. 

**  This  work  conftfts  of  upwards 
of  fifty  different  artielcs,  molt  of 
which  have  already  appeared  in 
•  various  periodical  publications. 
They  arc  here  collected  in  a  chro- 
nological order,  but  their  feveral 
contents  are,  in  the  title-page,  fpc- 
cified  under  the  four  following 
heads:  1.  Accounts  of  all  the  aero- 
tfatic  experiments  made  fince  the 
publication  of  the  firft  volume, 
i,  Sundry  papers  on  the  theory  of 
aero  Hats,  the  manner  of  directing 
them,  &c.  3.  Different  methods 
of  procuring  inflammable  air.  4. 
A  memoir  on  the  caoutchouc,  or 
elaflic  gum,  with  a  method  of  mak- 
ing, at  a  fmall  expence,  a  varnifh 
fi  mi  lar  to  that  prepared  from  the 
faid  gum  x  by  the  editor  of  this 
work. 

1 .  Very  little  remains  for  us  to 
(ay  on  the  firft  head  ;  all  the  expe- 
riments of  any  note  here  defcribed, 
having  already  been  recorded  in 
former  numbers  of  our  Review. 
Anion e  a  ereat  number  of  fecon- 
darv  ones  here  mentioned,  we  ihall 
only  fclecl  thar which  was  made  at 
Windfor,  by  Mr.  Argand  of  Ge- 
neva, iu  the  prefence  of  their  ma- 


jefties,  with  a  balloon  of  gold- 
beater's (kin,  about  thirty  inches 
in  diameter  r—  Two  experiments 
made  by  the  abbe  Bcrtholon  and 
M.  de  Saufiurc,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
plore the  electricity  of  the  atmo- 
fphere,  in  which  the  balloons  were 
ufed  as  kites,  but  afcended  to  a 
much  greater  height  than  the  latter 
could  have  done  : — And  one  made 
January  13th  laft,  by  the  count 
d'Albon,  at  Franconville,  near  Pa- 
ris, with  an  inflammable  air  bal- 
loon of  twenty-four  feet  perpendi^ 
cular,  and  fixteen  horizontal  dia- 
meter, to  which  wore  fufpended, 
in  a  wicker  cage,  a  rabbit,  and  two 
guinea  pigs,  which,  after  having 
been  raifed  to  a  very  great  height, 
were  landed  among  ice  and  fnow, 
without  feeming  to  have  been  any 
ways  affected  curing  the  voyage, 
nor  at  the  defecnt.  A  cat  that  was 
fent  up  at  Macon  in  Burgundy,  on 
the  1 5th  of  February  laft,  was  not 
fo  fortunate ;  fince,  after  having 
t  raver  fed  between  fifteen  and  fix- 
teen leagues  of  atmofphere,  it  was 
found  dead  about  two  hours  after 
the  afcent :  the  caufe  of  its  difafter 
is  not  known. 

'*  2.  Among  the  theoretical  pa- 
pers we  diftinguifh  one  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Montgolfier,  on  the  mecha- 
nifm  that  may  be  applied  for  direct ■* 
ing  the  aeroftatic  machine.— Oars 
appear  to  him  to  be  the  only  means 
likely  to  fucceed  ;  and  he  deduces 
from  an  analytical  theorem,  that 
two  perfons  working  each  an  oar 
of  100  feet  fuperficies,  may,  in  a 
perfect  calm,  impel  a  fire  balloon 
feventy  feet  in  diameter,  at  thp, 
rate  of  994  French  toifes  (about 
2000  Englifh  yards)  in  an  hour, 
and  an  air  balloon  of  twenty-fix  feet 
diameter  at  the  rate  of  24.34  toifc*» 
fomewhat  lefs  than  three  miles  in 
an  hour,  but  that  the  leaft  currenj 
of  air  will  ovetfet  the  whole  theory. 
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and  chat  there  is  no  probability  of  Tnftead  of  the  (fraw  now  ufed  for 

ever  being  able  to  navigate  under  inflating  the  fire  balloons,  to  fub» 

any  confiderable  angle  with  the  di-  ftiiute  a  certain  number  of  lamps, 

xection  of  the  wind.  fed  by  rectified  oil,  or  fpirit  of 

44  A  paper  of  M.  Sauffure  of  wine  ;  the  number  of  which  might 
Geneva,  is  by  no  means  the  lcaft  be  increafed  or  diminiihed  at  plea- 
valuable  article  in  this  collection,  fure,  and  thus  facilitate  a  vertical 
That  acute  philofopher,  wiftiing  afcent  or  defcenr.  Having  been 
to  afcertain  that  the  l'welling  of  the  informed  of  the  excellence  of  the 
fire  balloons  is  merely  owing  to  the  lamps  lately  invented  by  M.  Ar- 
dilatation  of  the  common  air  by  gand,  he  gives  them  the  preference, 
heat,  in  oppofition  to  M.  Pilatre  and  defcribes  their  conftruction  2 
de  Rozier,  who  dill  afcribed  that  he  likewife  recommends  the  ufe  of 
effect  to  the  production  of  a  parti-  oars  for  guiding  the  balloon, 
cular  gas,  contrived  means  to  raife  44  The  paper  on  the  production 
by  pullies,  in  the  infide  of  the  large  of  inflammable  air  that  feems  to 
Lyons  balloon  when  inflated,  a  intercft  this  country  moft,  is  that 
number  of  thermometers,  with  the  which  defcribes  the  method  of  ex- 
upper  ends  of  the  tubes  cut  off  to  tracking  it  from  pit-coal.  The  dif- 
the  i6cth  degree  of  the  fcale ;  and  covery,  if  it  really  be  a  difcovery* 
finding  that  they  had  all  loft  a  part  which  we  have  fome  reafon  to  doubt, 
of  the  liquid  •hey  contained,  he  was  made  by  Mr.  Thy(baert  and 
concluded  that  the  heat  muft  have  two  other  profeflbrs  of  the  univer- 
•xceeded  that  degree.  Whilft  thefe  fity  of  Louvain  ;  and  the  procefa 
experiments  were  making  on  the  is  thus,  rather  imperfectly  defcrib* 
15th  of  January  laft,  four  days  be-  ed :  "A  common  forge,  and  three 
fore  the  departure  of  the  balloon,  common  gun  barrels,  about  one 
the  machine  was  in  perfect  order,  inch  in  bore,  were  the  whole  of 
and  irs  power  ought  therefore  to  the  apparatus ;  the  breech  ends  of 
be  eftimated  by  the  effect  it  then  two  of  the  barrels  were  conitantlv- 
produced :  its  own  weight  was  kept  in  the  fire,  whilft  the  third, 
10,400  lb.  and  it  raifed  a  weight  of  being  cooled  and  emptied,  was 
6100  lb. — It  is  hence  inferred,  that  loaded  about  fix  inches  high  with 
as  a  balloon  of  taffety,  o£  100  feet  powdered  pit  coal,  and  the  reft  fill- 
diameter  would  weigh  only  4.00  lb.  ed  with  fand.  A  tin  tube  conveyed 
it  would  be  able  to  raife  a  weight  the  air  under  a  funnel,  placed  be- 
of  1 6, 100  lb. — A  balloon  of  this  ncath  a  barrel  filled  with  water, 
fort,  we  are  told,  is  actually  pre-  which  flood  upon  a  tub  likewife 
paring  by  Me(T.  Montgolfier,  at  filled  with  water,  which  the  air  ex- 
the  expence  of  the  prince  of  Lignc,  tractcd  from  the  coal  replaced,  af- 
at  Bel  Ocuil,  one  of  his  country  ter  having  travcrfed  it."  Fifteen 
feats  in  Flanders.  M.  de  Sauflure  ounces  ot  powdered  pit  coal  yield- 
approves  highly  of  the  project,  and  ed  in  about  three  quarters  of  an 
thinks  that  a 'balloon  200  feet  in  hour  too  qu  .rts  (pots)  of  air,  of 
diameter  would  fucceed  as  well,  fo  pure  a  quality,  that  on  trial  it 
He  makes  no  doubt  but  that  means  was  found  to  raife  a  balloon  as  ra- 
will  foon  be  devlfcd  for  guiding  pidlv,  and  as  high  as  if  it  had  been 
thefe  machines.  filled  with  the  ufual  inflammable 

'«  The  count  de  Milly,  in  two  air.    The  operation  is  foon  to  be 

memoirs  of  fome  length)  propofes,  repeated  on  a  larger  icole ;  and 
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large  iron  retorts  are  making  for 
the  purpofc. 

•»  M.  Morveau,  of  Dijon,  has 
produced  mfiamm.ibic  air  Irom  po- 
tatoes, by  mere  diltillation.  He 
hopes  foon  to  improve  his  method  ; 
and  we  {hall  probably  hear  more  of 
it  in  the  next  volume  of  this  col- 
lection. 

"  M.  Hamann,  an  artift,  at  Pa- 
ris, has  found  means  to  make  air 
balloons  of  a  fubftance  that  pre- 
vents the  difpedion  of  the  inflam- 
mable air  fo  effectually,  that  one 
of  them  harh  been  kept  floating  in 
a  room  for  ten  fucceffive  days  with- 
out any  fenfible  diminution.  -  M. 
de  Fourny  made  an  experiment 
with  one  of  thefc  balloons,  from 
Which  he  had  rcafon  to  conclude 
that  the  inflammable  air  not  only 
expands  in  its  dimenfions,  but  alio 
acquires  fponvancoully  a  fenfible 
energy.  He  obferved,  that  hav- 
ing lilled  the  balloon  about  two 
thirds,  inftead  of  contracting  gra- 
dually, as  was  expected,  it  kept 
fuelling  for  twenty-feven  hours, 
when  it  was  fo  completely  dillended 
as  to  endanger  itsburfting.  It  then 
began  to  diminifh,  though  in  very 
flow  degrees. 

"  4.  The  beft  varnifli  hitherto 
known  for  £lazintr  the  filk  of  air 
balloons,  is  prepared  from  the 
elaftic  gum,  known  by  the  name  of 
caoutchouc;  but  this  fubflance, 
though  cheaper  now  than  it  was 
during  the  war,  is  ftill  too  deur  to 
be  brought  into  common  ufe  for 
that  purpofe. — M.  Faujas  dc  St. 
Fond  has  applied  himfelf  to  find 
ibme  fubftitute  for  it,  and  gives 
the  following  receipt  for  preparing 
common  glue  as  a  fubflitutc  : 

«4  Put  one  pound  of  glue  in  a 
new  or  very  clean  earthen  pox  ; 
make  it  boil  gently  till  it  ceafes  to 
crackle,  or,  which  is  the  f.«mc 
thing,  till  a  drop  of  it  thrown  into 
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the  fire,  blares.  Pour  then  upon 
the  glue,  conftantly  (lirring  it.  with 
a  wooden  fpatula,  one  pound  of 
fpirit  of  turpentine,  removing  tho 
pot  from  the  fire,  to  prevent  the 
inflammation  of  this  eflemial  oil ; 
boil  all  together  during  fix  minutes, 
and  pour  upon  the  whole  three 
pounds  of  boiling  oil  or  walnuts, 
or  linfecd  or  poppies,  rendered  def* 
ficcative  by  litharge  ;  itir  this  well, 
boil  it  during  a  tjuarter  of  an  hour, 
and  the  varnifli  is  made. 

44  After  it  has  fettled  about 
twenty-four  hours,  and  that  a  fc- 
diment  is  formed,  pour  the  liquor 
off  into  another  pot,  and  when  you 
mean  to  ufe  it,  warm  it,  and  then 
apply  it  with  a  thick  brufh  on  the 
ftretched  taffety  :  one  thick  laver 
may  fufficc ;  but  if  you  mean  to 
apply  two,  take  cape  that  the  (ilk 
be  ft»  etched  very  tight ;  lay  on  the 
▼arni/h  in  a  tranfvcrfe  direction  of 
the  former,  and  dry  it,  thut  dif- 
tended,  in  the  open  air." 

44  II.  An  exatl  and  authentic  Nar~ 
rative  of  Af.  Blanchard'*  third  atrial 
Voyage  from  Rouen  in  Normandy % 
an  the  iSth  of  July,  1784,  acccm* 
panic  J  by  M.  Bob}'  ;  in  Kvhich  they 
traverfed  a  Sface  of  forty- fat  tniki 
in  Two  Houri  and  a  ^narter^  inclu* 
Jive  of  tlx  Time 

and  debrcJRttv  the  Machine  in  the  Air, 
Tranllatcd  from  the  French  of  M. 
Blanchard.  4to.  is.  6d.  Hey  dinger, 
&'c.  London. 

44  The  facrs  mentioned  in  this 
title  arc  certified  by  icveral  authen- 
tic aitiJavits.  In  the  narrative, 
M.  Blanchard  mentions  fcvcralcir- 
cumilances  whuh  feem  to  put  the 
power  of  directing  the  machine  by 
wings  out  of  all  doubt.  Several 
queries,  however,  have  been  ad- 
d  re  fled  to  M.  Blanchard  on  the  fub- 
jc^r  of  thefe  and  fome  other  cir- 
cumftanccs  contained  in  the  narra- 
tive, to  which  an  anfwer  (bould  be 
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given  before  we  form  any  opinion  be  derived  from  aerqflatic  Globes, 

on  the  matter.  \vitb  a  Print  if  an  areojlatic  Globe 

'«  III.  An  Account  of  tie  firft  and  its  Appendages*  originally  defined 

aerial  Voyage  in  England,  in  a  Sc-  in  17H3.    By  Yho.  Martyn.  Folio. 

riti  of  Letters  to  hit  Guardian,  by  2S.  White,  Bccket.  &c.  1784.. 

Vincent  Lunardi,   Efq.  i-ecrctary  44  To  expedite  the  comraun;ca- 

to    the    Neapolitan    AmbalTador.  cation  of  important  events  by  fig- 

Lond.  1784.   8vo.  Price  ^s.  with  nals  ;   to   increase   the  means  of 

three  cuts,  and  23.  6d.  without  the  fafcty  both  to  fleets  and  armies,  bjr 

plates:  one  of  thefe  is  Mr.  Lu-  affording   expedients   to  explore, 

nardi's  picture,  by  way  of  frontif-  from  a  great  elevation,  adjacent 

piece,    engraved   by    Bartolozzi.  eoafts  or  regions,  fleets  or  armies  ; 

Bell.            .  to  furnifti  facts  to  meteorology,  and 

"  The  account  is  here  taken  up  to  facilitate  the  difcovcrics  or  aftro- 

from  the  adventurer's  firft  intention  nomy  :   fuch   are  the   objects  to 

of  executing  fuch  an  experiment,  which  Mr.  Martyn  wifher-to  apply 

and  all  the  previous  lrcps,  difap-  the    arcoltatic   machine.     He  is 

pointments,    and  difcouragemcnts  aware  that  the  means  of  directing 

that  attended  the  enterprise  :  it  is  it  is  at»  elTential  requifite  toward 

written  in  a  femimcntal  ltr«in  ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  feveral  of  thefc  pro- 

we  mud  contefs,   contains  many  jecta,  and  he  gives  a  plate  of  the 

things  which  wc  did  not  expect  to  apparatus  he  conceives  to  be  effee- 

meet  with  on  this  o  canon.    The  tual  for  that  purpofc  :  it  conlifts  of 

circumftances  of  this  voyage  arc  a  main-fail,  a  fore-fail,  and  a  rud- 

too  well  known  to  need  our  enter-  dcr,  all  fixed  to  the  boat.    In  many 

ing  here  into  any  detail  concerning  of  the  inttances   he  propofes  bal- 

them.  loons  retained  by  cords, 
«*  IV.  Hints  of  important  Ufa  to 

"  We  hope  the  fblhwing  table  of  all  the  aerial  voyages  hitherto  made 
will  not  be  diiagrceablc  to  our  readers. 


N' 


Date 


Place  of 
Alcct  t. 


«t  j 1  La  Muettc 
Nov.   2 1 

Dec.  •     1  Tuillerics 


\ 


Names  of  the 
Navigators. 


Pilatre  de  Rozier  I 


1784 
3  Jan.  19 


4 
5 


Feb.  25. 
March  2. 
March  ijjMikui 


1 


Lyons 


Milan 


{ 


M.  Charles 
M.  Robert 
M.  Charles  f 
ad  afcent  J 
M.  Jof.  Mont-  ") 


Champ  de 
Mars 


and  5  more  J 
I  Count  Andreani 
J  2  Meflrs  Gherli 

j  M.  Blanchard 

\  Count  Andreani 
(     and  2  more 

1  j 


Sort  of  1 
Kalloon 

Duration  of 
the  Vdyagc?. 

Fire  B. 

Between  20 
and  2$  min. 

Air  B. 

2"  5' 

Ditto 

35' 

Fire  B. 

W 

Ditto 

20' 

\ 

AirB. 

Ih  15' 

Fire  B. 

»  About  7 
[  miles  dill. 

No. 
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I 


7 

b 

9 
10 

12 


x4 


Date 


April  2  5 

May 
May 
May 

June 
June 
Z3juue  12 


Place  of 
A/cent. 


Names  of  the 
Navigators. 


=9 


18 

20 
22 


July 
July 


!5 
18 


Dijon 

Vlarfcilles 

Rouen 

Marfeilles 


Sort  of 
Balloon. 

Air  B. 
Fire  B. 


Lyons 
5  Madrid 
Dijon 


Nantes 


June  13 
June  i6|Bourdeaux 
June  23Ver&illes 


*3 


July    26Bourdeaux  { 


Aug.  6 
Aug.  25 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

25,0a. 


»9 
16 


St.  Cloud 
Rouen 


\  M.  Morveau 
I  M.  Btrtrand 
K  M.  Bonin 
)  M.  Mazet 
I  M.  Blanchard 
(  M.  Mazet 

I  Mr.  Bremont 
M.  Fieurant 
Madame  Tible* 
M.  Bouche  f 

I I  M.  Morveau 
'  M.  de  Virly 

M.  Couftard  7 

M.  de  Maffi  > 
I  M.  Mouchet  3 
r  M.  Darbelet  7 
i  M.  des  Granges  >  Ditto 
I M.  Chalifour  Y 
f  M.  Pilatre  de  1 

<  Rozier  f  Fire  B. 
I  M.  Prouft  3 
f  Due  de  Chartres 
I  2  Meflrs.  Robert 

<  M.  Blanchard 
7  M.  Bobv 


Duration  of 
the  Voyage. 


Air  B. 
FircB. 

'  Ditto 
Ditto 
AirB. 

J 


Ditto 


ih  37' 


/ 

About  1  h. 
g' 


as  in 


Rhodes  in 
Guienne 

Vienna 

Nantes 

Moorficlds, 
London 

Tuilleries 

Chelfea, 
London 


(  M.  Carny 
I M.  Louchet 
I  M.  Stuvcr,  and 
{  others 
C  M.  Couftard 
\  M.  de  Luyncs 

I  M.  Lunardi 

5  a  McffVi.  Robert 
I  M.  Hulin  t 
(  M.  Blanchard 
I  M.  Sheldon 


AirB. 
Ditto 
Ditto 


45' 


Air  B. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


58* 

4S' 

■ 

2h  55' 
About  18 
miles  difL 

35' 

a*  32' 

3>  20' 
6h  40' 

4k 


•  The  firft  female  navigator, 
t  He  fell  out  of  the  gallery  fuon  after  the  afeent,  and  was  much  hart. 
X  Tfhcy  lauded  at  Bouvray,  near  Bcthanc,  m  Artois,  about  160  miles  diilact  from 
faris. 
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,  THE  VIPER  TENACIOUS  OF  LIFE. 

u  irT,HE  following  curious  faft  in  its  jaws  wide,  foeming  to  gafp  for 
JL  Natural  Hiuory,  contained  breath,  and  after  nine  minutes,  be- 
in  a  note  in  Dr.  Houlfton's  Obfer-  come  motionlefs,  but  being  then 
vations  on  Poifons,  may  probably  thrown  out  into  the  open  air,  foon 
not  be  difpleafing  to  our  readers. —  recovered.  Dogs,  who  generally 
**  It  has  been  doubted,  whether  arc  fubjedted  to  this  experiment, 
the  vapour  of  the  Grotto  del  Cane  are  nearly  dead  in  lefs  than  half 
is  really  deleterious  in  its  nature,  that  time ;  but  this  reptile  was 
or  only,  by  its  denfity,  unfit  for  made  choice  of,  as  it  is  known  to 
refpirarion,  and  therefore  occafions  be,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  pe- 
the  death  of  animals  immerfed  in  culiarly  tenacious  of  life.  That 
it.  In  this  idea,  in  the  winter  of  it  will  live  long  without  any  fup- 
1768,  Richard  Paul  Jodrell,  efq.  plv  of  air,  or  food,  is  very  ccr- 
(a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  tain,  and  the  one  I  am  now  fpeak- 
literary  world,  as  a  man  of  genius  ing  of  accidentally  furnifhed  a  fuf* 
and  erudition)  and  I,  tried  the  ef-  ficient  proof  of  it.  When  reco- 
fe&  of  it  upon  a  viper,  which  we  vered,  it  was  replaced  in  the  box 
had  procured  for  that  purpofe.  It  in  which  we  had  brought  it,  and 
was  no  fooner  plunged  in  this  va-  was  (hut  up  clofe,  and  carried  back 
pour  in  the  grotto,  (which  arifes  with  us  to  Naples,  where  it  was 
apparently  about  a  foot  in  height),  laid  by  and  forgotten,  till  on  Mr. 
than  it  manifefted  evident  figns  of  Jodrell's  preparing  to  leave  that 
its  being  greatly  incommoded.  It  city  three  weeks  afterwards,  the 
endeavoured  to  get  to  the  walls,  box  was  again  found,  and  the  viper 
and  being  prevented,  raifed  its  head  in  it,  alive  and  vigorous*" 
up  as  much  as  it  was  able,  opened 
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  ,  


REASONS  to  fliew  that  ARlSTOTLE's  LOGIC  was  not  of  hu 

OWN  IN  YEN  HON. 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Lord  Monboddo's  «  Ancient  Me- 

taphyfics."J 

- 

«  Y  PROCEED  now  to  enquire,   to  perfection,    Thus  geometry,  br- 
J[  whether  this  wonderful  dif-    ginning  in  Egypt  with  the  £mplc 
povery  in  fciencc  cartnot  be  traced   operation  of  mcafuring  land,  whici} 
-]-•-  :k  ro  the  parent  land  of  all  fci-   the  overflowing  of  the  river  made 
'enc*,  I  xoan  Egypt ;  and  whether   ncceffary,  in  order  to  prefcrve  men's 
-Anf^  —  did  not  get  this,  as  well  as   properties,  came,  in  the  courle  of 
the  ml'  of  his  philofopliy,  from    many  ages,  to  be  a  very  perfect 
V.-nt  country,  through  the  chan;  cl  fciencc  in  that  country  ;  and  I 
of  the  Pythagorean  fchool  ;  and  1    doubt  much  whether  an  v  thing  v,  as 
will  give  my  reaions  why  1  thinV    a .  dcd  to  it  by  the  philoibphets  of 
he  did.  Greece.    Now,  fuppoling  that  we 

«*  And,  ih  the  firft  place,  thotf^h  ^had  not  known  the  hiirory  of  this 
1  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  the    fciencc,  and  that  there  had  been 
•genius  of  Artftoth,  it  is  highly  im-    no  other  work  up  »n  the  fubjef:  ex- 
probable,  I  think  1  may  toy,  im-    tant,  except  the  Elements  of  Eu- 
poilible,  that  one  man,  during  the    did,  would  it  not  have  been  nioft 
courfe  of  a  flmrt  life,  and  a  lite  too    abfurd  to  have  fuppofed  that  Ku- 
employed   in    fo   many    different    did  was  the  lingle  author  of  to 
things,  fliould  not  only  invent,  but    great  a  fyftcm  of  fcience,  when  it 
carry  to  perfection,  a  fciencc  fo    is  likely 'that  all  that  he  did  was  to 
complicated  and  fo  difficult ;   for   compile,  di^eir,  and  conned,  the 
that  the  fciencc  is  perfect  i.i  the   difcoverics  that  had  been  made  by 
books  of  Aiiltotle  h  evident  from    others  in  that  fciencc  >     i  he  art  of 
this,  that,  notwithltanding  all  the    writing,  which  I  think  a  much 
labour  that  ha;  been  beftowed  upon    lefs  dilcovery  than  the  fyllogifm, 
this  fciencc  iincc  the  days  of  An-    was  not  certainly  made  at  once,  or 
flotlc,  borh  in  ancient  and  later    by  one  man,  but  there  wa»  a  pro- 
f.imes,  nothing  of  any  value  hath    grefs  in  it,  as  I  have  fliown  elfe- 
been  added  to  it,  or  if  of  any  va-   where  :  and  as  to  the  art  of  lar> 
luc,  it  was  c  inly  to  be  deduced  from    guage,  to  which,  as  I  have  faid, 
'the  principles  laid  down  by  Ari-    the  logic  of  Arii'tojle  has  a  great 
ftotle.     Now   all    other    fcirnces    affinity,  is  it  pofiible  to  believe  th-t 
Jiave  required  the  fucccfTive  labours    it  was  at  once  brought  to  the  per- 
pf  men  living  in  different  ages  or    frftion  in  which  we  fee  it  was 
nations  of  the  world  to  bring  them   among  the  Greeks  ?    Do  oor  we 
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fee  among  the  barbarous  nations, 
«nd  even  among  ourfelves,  how 
rude  and  imperfect  our  language  is, 
compared  with  the  Greek  ?  And 
is  it  not  plain  from  the  Latin  lan- 
guage, which  is  a  very  ancient 
dialed*  of  the  Greek,   that  there 
was  a  time  when  the  Greek  was  not 
near  fo  perfect  a  language  as  the 
fame  language  in  later  times  ?  I 
think,  therefore,  that  Ariftotlc  muft 
have  been  not  only  as 
•the  later  philofophers  called  him, 
but  muft  have  been  much  above 
even  the  divine  Plato   (fo  they 
called  him),  and,  indeed,  as  I  hare 
•faid,  fomething  above  humanity, 
if,  in  the  fpacc  of  fo  fliort  a  life, 
and  fo  much  occupied  too  with 
Other  things,  he  could  not  only 
have  invented,  but  perfected,  fo 
intricate  and  difficult  u  fcienee. 

**  Although  my  opinion  of  the 
abilities  of  Ariftnrle  as  a  philoso- 
pher be  very  great,  yet  I  have  not 
the  fame  opinion  ot  his  candour 
and  good  faith.    Even  his  own  in- 
terpreters, as  I  have  faid,  accufe 
him  of  mifrcprefenring  the  opi- 
nions of  the  philofopncrs  before 
him,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
the  pleafure  of  refuting  them  ;  and 
•I  think  we  are  obliged  to  one  of 
thefe  commentators,  Simpliciu*, 
for  fo  often  defending  thole  ancient 
philofophers  againit  "him,  by  whole 
labourg,  though   he  prolited  ex- 
tremely, more,  I  believe,  than  any 
philofophcr  ever  did  by  the  labours 
of  others,  yet  he  is  fo  ungrateful 
as  hardly  ever  to  acknowlege  it ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  arrogates  to 
himfeif  difcov cries  that  were  made 
by  them.     Thus,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  he  would  make  the 
reader  believe,  that  he  was  the  firft 
who  maintained  the  eternity  of  the 
world  ;  and  that  all  the  philofo- 
phers  before  him  had  alTcrted,  that 
motion  had  a  beginning  j  whereas 


it  is  certain,  from  a  work  yet  ex- 
tant, that  the  eternity  of  the  world 
was  a  doctrine  of  the  Pythagorean 
fchool ;  and  I  think  there  is  the 
great  ell  re*fon  to  believe  that  it 
was  muintaiiKd  by  all  the  philofo- 
phers before  Arittotle,  without  the 
exception  even  of  his  maftcr  Plato. 
There  is  a  book  foo  of  another  Py- 
thagorean phllofopher,  which,  as 
I  have  faid,  he  has  almoft  tran- 
feribed  in  his  book  De  Oeneratione  tt 
Corrupthne:  nor  has  even  Plato 
acled  with  good  faith  towards  the 
philofophers  before  him ;  for  he 
has  no  where  acknowicged  the  obli- 
gations he  owed  to  the  priefts  of 
Egypt,  from  whom,  betides  what 
he  learned  of  myftical  theology, 
particularly  concerning  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity,  which  he  kept 
a*  a  fecret,  to  be  communicated 
but  to  a  few  of  his  followers,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  he  learned  there  to 
frlve  the  Deliah  problem,  as  it  is 
culled  ;  1  mean,  to  double  the  cube 
of  the  altar  of  Apollo,  in  Delos, 
which,  from    the  account  Plaro 
himlcif  gives  of  the  Irate  of  geo- 
metry in  Greece,  it  is  impotable  he 
could  have  learned  thcte.  And 
though  he  has  taken  his  whole  na- 
tural philofophy  from  Timaeus  the 
Locrian,  he  has  acknowlcged  trie 
obligation  no  othcrwife  than  by 
giving  his  name  to  one  of  his  dia- 
logues, and  making  him  an  inter- 
locutor in  it.    And  if  Proclus  had 
not  prcferved  to  us  that  motl  va- 
luable piece  of  ancient  philofophy,  ■ 
entitled  De  Anlma  Mundiy  we  fhoul4 
never  have  known  that  Tirnajug, 
had  written  upon  the  ftibjcft,  or 
that  Plato  had  taken  from  that  writ- 
ing his  whole   Cofmogony.  In. 
fhort,  it  appears  to  me,  tht  t  the 
philofophers  of  Greece  wanted  tq 
perfunoc  the  world  that  all  fcience 
and  philofophy  was  originally  of 
the  growth  of  their  country,  which, 
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I  think,  I  have  (hown  was  far  from 
being  the  truth. 

"  But,  to  come  clofer  to  the 
point,  it  is  evident  that  Ariilotle, 
among  other  Pythagorean  books  he 
got  into  his  hands,  being,  as  I  have 
laid,  a  great  collector  of  books, 
got  hold  of  a  treatife  of  Archytaa 
the  Tarentine,  entitled  tow 
varrtf,  or 44  Of  the  Univerfe,"  which 
contained  the  whole  doctrine  of  the 
Categories,  as  it  is  contained  in 
Ariitotle's  work,  to  which  he  has 
given  that  name.  This  we  learn 
from  the  commentary  of  Simpli- 
city upon  that  work  of  Ariilotle, 
wherein  he  has  ingrofled  almoft  the 
whole  work  of  Archytas,  from 
which  it  appears  that  Ariilotle  has 
done  little  more  than  t  ran  Hate  into 
Attic  the  Doric  of  Archytas ;  for 
his  Categories  are  the  very  fame  in 
name,  in  number,  and  in  nature, 
with  thofe  of  Archytas ;  and  there 
is  only  fome  difference  in  the  way 
of  arranging  them  ;  but  as  to  the 
method  of  explaining  and  illu  Unit- 
ing them,  it  is  exactly  the  fame  ; 
and,  in  fome  inilance?,  I  think 
Archytas  has  explained  them  better 
than  Ariilotle.  Even  the  terms  of 
art  in  this  work  he  has  taken  from 
Archytas  ;  for  the  word  Kar«yof»ai, 
which  Ariilotle  has  made  the  title 
of  his  book,  and  which,  by  many 
even  of  the  ancient  interpreters,  is 
fuppoftd  to  be  a  word  firil  uled  by 
Ariilotle  in  a  philofophical  fenfe,  is 
the  term  ufed  by  Archytas  to  de- 
note a  predicate  ;  and  he  alfo  ufes 
the  words  HarvyofovftiM,  and  wroxi*- 
pm»,  in  the  fame  fenfe  with  Ari- 
ilotle; and  likewife  the  terms  ywn 
and  and  hediflinguiflies  thofe 
general  ideas  into  three  dalles,  viz. 
the  yiMf  ynutf  the  yin%  tlivpt  and  the 
fjrnplc  liooc,  which  is  the  common 
div;fion  made  by  the  Peripatetics  ; 
for  they  tell  us  that  all  thefe  ideas 
arc  either  a  genus,  having  under  it 


s  NOT  of  his  own  INVENTION. 

other  genufes,  or  a  genus  having 
under  it  only  fpeciefcs,  or  it  is  a 
fimple  fpecies,  haviog  under  it 
only  individuals ;  and  therefore  it 
is  called  by  Ariftotle's  Greek  inter- 
preters the  u&c  tiJburrart). 

"  But  this  is  not  all  that  he  has 
taken  from  Archytas  ;  for  there  is 
another  work  of  his  which  he  has 
copied  as  faithfully,  and,  I  think, 
rather  at  greater  length,  as  appears 
from  extracts  which  Simpiicius  has 
given  us  of  it,  in  the  fame  com- 
mentary upon  Ariitotle's  Categories. 
The  work  I  mean  is  entitled, 
T^jr  amuifUMK,  that  is,  44  Concern- 
ing Oppofites upon  which  fub- 
ject  Ariilotle  has  added  a  Diflerta- 
tion  to  his  Book  of  Categories, 
wherein  he  has  followed  Archytas 
moft  clofely,  particularly  his  four- 
fold divinon  of  oppofites  is  the 
fame  with  that  of  Archytas,  and 
exprefled  in  the  fame  words ;  and 
in  explaining  the  members  of  this 
diviiion,  Simpiicius  has  obfenred 
that  Archytas  is  more  full  and  ac- 
curate than  Ariilotle :  and  all  this 
he  has  done,  without  fo  much  as 
ever  mentioning  the  name  of  Ar- 
chytas. 

"  The  doctrine  of  the  Categories 
Ariilotle  has  very  properly  made 
the  foundation  of  his  whole  logical 
fyftem  ;  for,  as  I  have  obferved 
elfewhere,  there  could  have  been 
no  fcience  of  logic  without  it,  nor 
indeed  fcience  01  any  kind,  as  there 
could  have  been  no  definition* 
Now  I  think  it  is  highly  probable 
that  thofe  Pythagorean  philofo- 
phers,  having  gone  fo  far  in  the 
logical  fyilcm  as  to  have  explained 
the  nature  of  iimple  terms,  that 
they  would  carry  their  inre liga- 
tions farther,  to  proportions  and 
fyllogifms. 

41  This  might  not  appear  fo  pro- 
bable, if  we  were  not  well  anured 
that   the  Pythagoreans,  in  their 
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fchool,  had  a  complete  fyftem  of 
philofophy,    comprehending  not 
only  phyfics,    metaphyfics,  and 
morals,  but  alfo  logic,  or  dialectic, 
as  it  was  then  called.    This  we  are 
told  by  Jamblichus,  in  his  Life  of 
Pythagoras,  where   he  fays  that 
fcience  in  general  was  treated  of 
in  that  fchool,  and  the  method  of 
demon  It  ration,  definition,   and  di- 
vilion  explained,  as  may  be  learned 
from  Pythagorean  books  yet  ex- 
tant.   Now  I  think  it  is  certain 
that  the  Pythagoreans  could  not 
have  explained  what  demonftration 
was,  without  laying  down  the  doc- 
trine of  proportions    and  fyllo- 
gifms  ;  at  lcatt  Ariftotle  thought  fo ; 
for  the  intention  of  his  Analytics, 
as  he  informs  us  in  the  beginning 
of  them,  was  to  (how  what  fcience 
and  demon (1  ration  were ;  and,  In 
order  to  do  this,  he  has  thought  it 
necefTary  to  explain   moft  accu- 
rately the  nature  of  the  fyllogifm. 

"  Laftly,  there  is  a  very  curious 
fact  reported  by  the  Jefuit  father 
Pons,  a  miffionary  in  India,  con- 
cerning the  philofophy  of  the  Bra- 
mini.    He  fays,  that  betides  other 
parts  of  philofophy,  they  have  a 
logic,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  fyl- 
logifm, *s  perfect  as  it  is  to  be 
found  in  Ariftotle ;  and  he  adds, 
that  they  have  as  many  fubtile  dif- 
putes  about  the  different  kinds  of 
fyllogifm,  as  we  had  in  Europe 
rwo  hundred  yean  ago.    Now  I 
think  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that 
the  Indiana  invented  fo  great  a  fci- 
ence, and  it  is  Hill  lew  probable 
that  they  got  it  from  the  fchool  of 
Ariftotle,  with  which  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  had  ever  the  lead 
connection  :»it  remains,  therefore, 
that  it  came  to  them  from  Egypt, 
from  whence  they  had  the  firit  ru- 
diments of  arts  and  civility,  if  wc 
can  believe  either  the  books  of  the 


priefts,  or  the  traditions 


of  the  Indians  them/elves  s  and 
there  appears,  at  this  day,  fuch  a 
conformity  betwixt  the  ancient 
Egyptians  and  the  Indians  in  their 
religion,  and  particularly  their  ve- 
neration for  the  cow,  the  doctrine 
of  the  metempfycholis,  their  aftro- 
nomy,  and  the  divifion  of  the  peo- 
ple into  different  profeflions,  or 
cafts,  to  which  every  one  is  by  hia 
birth  allotted,  that  it  is  impolEble 
but  that  the  one  nation  mutt  have 
copied  from  the  other  ;  and  as  there 
is  not  the  Icaft  proof  or  probability 
that  the  Egyptians  borrowed  any 
thing  from. them,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  are  told,  that  the  Egyp- 
tians imitated  no  other  nation,  it 
remains  that  they  mult  have  got 
their  arts,  their  religion,  their 
learning,  and  probably,  among  other 
things,  the  doctrine  of  the  fyllo- 
gifm, from  Egypt ;  for  I  think 
there  is  as  little  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  fyllogifm  could  have  been 
invented  by  Pythagoras,  or  any  of 
his  difciples,  as  that  it  could  have 
been  invented  by  Ariftotle.  Nor 
do  I  think  it  could  have  been  pro- 
duced, except  in  a  country  fuch  aa 
Egypt,  where  there  were  a  great 
number  of  focicties  of  men,  fet 
apart  for  the  purpofe  of  religion 
and  fcience,  fuch  as  the  colleges  of 
priefts  in  Egypt,  who,  fucceeding 
one  another  from  father  to  fon,  and 
fo  carrying  on  their  ftudics  without 
interruption  from  generation  to  ge- 
neration, through  a  long  period  of 
time,  might  at  laft  have  made  thia 
great  difcovcry  ;  for  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that,  even  in  that  land  of 
learning,  the  labours  of  one  fingle 
man  were  fufticient  both  to  invent 
and  perfect  fuch  a  fyftem  of  fcience 
as  Ariftotle's  Logic.  This  fyftem, 
I  fuppofc,  Pythagoras  brought  with 
him  horn  Egypt,  together  with  the 
reft  of  the  philofophy  of  the  Egyp- 
tians :  and  iroip  fume  of  the  books 
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of  nis  followers  (for  it  does  not  Categories,  which  he  has  fet  at  rfte 

appear  that  1')  thagoras  wrote  any  head  of  his  fyttem  of  Lo^ic,  and 

thing  himfelf)  Arirtotle  got  it,  as  alio  the  doctrines  of  Cppofitcs  and 

wc  know  he  did  the  doctrine  of  the  of  Generation  and  Corruption.'* 


ALPHABETICAL  WRITING  not  firft.  communicated  to  MOSES, 

nor  of  DIVINE  ORIGINAL. 

[From  Mr.  Astle's  Origin  and  Progrcfa  of  Writing.] 

««      If  Any  learned  men   have  to  believe  that  writing  was  then 
iVA  fuppoled  that  the  alpha-  newly  invented  :    on  the  coc- 
bct  was  of  divine  origin  ;  and  fe-  trary,   we    may    conclude,  that 
vcral  writers  have  aflcrted,  that,  Moles  underitood  what  was  meant 
letters  were  firft  communicated  to  by   writing  in  a  book  ;  othcr- 
Jtfofes  by  God  himfelf ;    whilft  wife  God  would  have  inftrurred 
others  have  contended,  that  the  him,  as  he  had  done  Noah  in  buiui- 
Decaloguc  was  the  firft  alphabetic  ing  the  ark  ;  for  he  tvould  not 
-writing.  hate  been  commanded  to  write  in  a 
44  It  is  highly  proper  for  us  to  book,  if  he  had  been  ignorant  of 
enquire  how  far  thefe  opinions  arc  the  art  of  writing :  but  Mofcs  ex- 
well  founded;  for  if  they  can  be  pre  fled  no  difficulty  of  comprehen- 
fupported,  there  is  an  end  of  our  lion,  when  he  received  this  com- 
purfuit;  but  if  it  lhall  appear  that  mand.    We  alfo  find,  that  Mots 
they  are  warranted  neither  by  rea-  wrote  all  the  words,  and  all  the 
fon  nor  by  fcripture,  we  fliall  be  judgments  of  the  Lord,  contained 
at  full'  liberty  to  purfue  our  en-  in  the  twenty -firft,  and  the  two  tol- 
quiry :  for  the  farjsfaftion  there-  lowing  chapters  of  the  book  of 
fore  of  thofe  who  have  adopted  Exodus,  before  the  two  written  ta- 
thefe  opinions,  it  is  incumbent  on  b!cs  of  ltouc  were  even  fo  much  as 
us  to  have  recourfc  to  the  holy  fcrip-  promifed.     The  delivery  of  the 
tures  thcmfelves.  tables  is  not  mentioned  till  the 
44  The  firft  mention  of  writing  eighteenth  verfe  of  "the  thirty-aril 
recorded  in  fcripture,  will  be  found  chapter,  after  God  h.id  made  an 
in  Exod.  xvii.  14.  44  And  the  Lord  end  of  communing  with  him  upon 
faid  unto  Mofe3,  write  this  for  a  the  mount,  though  the  Ten  Com- 
rnemorial  in  a  book,  and  rehearfc  mandments  were  promulgated  ira- 
jt  in  the  eats  of  Jofliuu  ;  for  I  will  mediately  after  his  third  defecnt. 
utterly  put  out  the  remembrance  "  It  is  obfervable  that  Moies  ao 
of  Amalek  from  under  heaver/'  where  mentions  that  the  alphabet 
This  command  was  given  immedi-  was  a  new  thing  in  his  time,  much 
ately  after  the  defeat  of  the  Ama-  lefs  that  he  was  the  invmtor  of  it  : 
lekites  near  Horcb,  and  before  the  on  the  contrary,  he  fyeaks  of  th« 
arrival  of  the  Ifraclitcs  at  Mount  art  of  writing,  as  a  thiug  well 
Sinai.  known,  and  in  familiar  ufe  ;  for, 
44  It  is  obfcrvnble,   that  there  Exod.  xxviii.  21,  he  fays,  *4  Aod 
is  not  the  leait  bint  to  induce  us  the  ftones  (ball  be  with  the  fuma 
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of  the  children  of  Ifracl,  uelvc; 
according  to  their  nanii  s,  like  the 
engraving!  of  a  lignet,  every  one 
with  his  name,  (hall  they  be,  ac- 
cording to  the  twelve  tribes. "  And 
again,  ver.  36.  "  And  thou  fliait 
make  a  plate  of  pure  gold,  and 
grave  upon  it,  like  the  engravings* 
of  a  fignet,  Holincfs  to  the  Lord." 
Can  language  be  more  expreffive  ? 
Would  it  not  be  abfmd  to  deny 
that  this  tcntcncc  mull  have  been 
in  words  and  letters  ?  But  writing 
was  known  and  pratfifed  by  the 
people  in  general  in  the  time  of 
Mofcs,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing texts,  Deut.  chap.  vi.  ver.  a. 
chap.  xi.  v.  ao.  chap.  xvii.  v.  18. 
chap.  xxiv.  v.  1.  chap,  .\xvii.  v.  3, 
8.    by  this  lad  text,  the  people 
are  commanded  to  wr'.te  ihe  law  on 
iiones;  and  it  is  obiewable,  that 
fome  of  the  above  texts  relate  to 
t  refactions  previous  to  the  delivery 
of  the  law  at  Mount  Sinai. 
0   **  If  Moles  had  bten  the  inven- 
tor of  the  alphabet,   or  received 
ktters  from  God,  which  till  ihcn 
had  been  unknown  to  the  Uraelites, 
it  would  have  been  well  worthy  of 
his  underllamlin^,  and  very  luit- 
ablc  to  his  character,  to  have  ex- 
plained to  them  the  nature  and  u!e 
of  this  invaluable  ait>  which  God 
had  communicated  to  him  :  and 
may  we  not  naturally  fuppofe,  that 
he  would  have  faio,  when  he  di- 
rected  the  workmen  to  engrave 
names  and  fentcners  on  ttones  and 
gold,    "  And  in  thefe  engravings 
you  ihall  uic  the  alphabetic  cha- 
racters which  God  hath  communi- 
cated to  me,  or  which  1  have  now 
Invented,  and  taught  you  the  ufc 
of?"  But  the  truth  is,  he  refers 
them  to  a  model  in  familiar  life, 
**  like  the  engravings  of  a  lignet 
for  the  ancient  people  of  the  Ealt, 
engraved  names  and  fentences  on 


their  feals,  in  the  fame  manner  aa 
is  now  pradifed  by  the  great  Lama 
of  T.irtary,  the  princes  in  India, 
the  emperor  of  Conilantinople,  and 
his  fubordinate  rulen. 

"  If  this  art  had  been  a  new 
difcovery  in  his  time,  he  would, 
probably,  have  commemorated  ii, 
as  well  as  the  other  inventions  of 
oiufic,  &c.  nor  is  there  any  reafon 
to  fuppofe,  that  God  was  the  im- 
mediate rcvealer  of  the  art ;  for 
Mofcs  could  never  have  omitted 
to  have  recorded  the  hiftory  of  fo 
important  a  circumilance,  as  the 
memory  of  it  would  have  been  one 
of  the  flrongeft  barrier*  againii  ' 
idolatry. 

*'  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  men- 
tion, that  feveral  refpeclable  pro- 
phane  authors  attribute  the  difco- 
very of  Utters  to  the  gods,  or  to 
fome  divine  man.  Plato  delivers 
his  frntimtnrJ  vciy  plainly  upon 
this  fubjeft,  I  mifa  $»>ll  axuMt  xa- 
Tttoww  i*ti  Ti{  tin  h1  0i»f  Aj- 

fyam-*-.  The  fame  author  in  bis 
Phsedrus,  makes  the  god  Theuth, 
or  Mercury  the  inventor  of  letters, 
Diodorus  Siculus  telis  us,  that  Mer- 
cury invented  the  firll  characters 
of  writing,  and  taught  men  the  ru- 
diments of  agronomy :  and  Ci- 
cero, in  his  Tufe.  Qiieft.  lib.  t. 
delivers  his  opinion  upon  this  fub* 
jec-t  hi  the  following  words  :  *«  Quid 
ilia  vis,  qua!  tandem  eft,  quae  111- 
vcftigat  occult.i  ?— aut  qui  (boos 
vocis,  qui  inuniti  videbantur,  pau- 
cis  litcrarum  notis  terminavit  r— 
Philofophia  vero  omnium  roater 
artiura,  quid  eft  aliud,  nifi,  ut 
Plato  ait,  qonum,  ut  ego  invent  um 
Dcorum  }**  The  fame  author,  in 
his  Natura  Deorum,  lib.  iii.  fays, 
that  Hermes,  or  the  fifth  Mercury, 
whom  the  Egyptians  call  Thoth, 
firrt  communicated  letters  to  that 
people.    The  Gcntoos  affirm,  that 

let- 
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letters  were  communicated  to  their 
anceitors  by  the  fupreme  Being, 
whom  they  call  Brahma.  ' 

«'  Although,  from  thefe  author- 
ities, we  may  infer  that  the  art  of 
writing  is  of  great  antiquity,  yet 
they  difcover  to  us  that  the  anci- 
ents had  very  imperfect  ideas  of  its 
true  origin ;  for  Plato  fays,  that 
fome,  when  they  could  not  unravel 
a  difficulty,  brought  down  a  god, 
as  in  a  machine,  to  cut  the  knot : 
and  the  learned  bifliop  of  Glouces- 
ter obferves,  that  the  ancients  gave 
nothing  to  the  gods,  of  whofe  ori- 
ginal they  had  any  records ;  but 
where  the  memory  of  the  invention 
was  loft,  as  of  feed,  corn,  wine,  writ- 
ing, civil  fociety,  &c.  the  gods 
feiied  the  property,  by  that  kind 
of  right  which  gives  ftrays  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor. 

*'  The  holy  fcriptures  having  left 
this  fubjectopentomveftigationj  and 
the  prophane  writers  having  given 
us  nothing  fatisfactory  upon  it,  we 
are  at  liberty  to  purfue  our  inquiry 
into  the  origin  of  letters  ;  but,  in 
•rder  to  qualify  ourfelves  for  this 
talk,  it  may  be  proper  to  enter  into 
a  philofophical  contemplation  of 
the  nature  of  letters,  and  of  their 
powers,  which  will  beil  enable  us 
to  difcover  the  true  origin  of  their 
invention. 

**  A  little  reflection  will  difcover, 
that  men  in  their  rude  uncultivat- 
ed ftate,  had  neither  leifure,  incli- 
nation, nor  inducement,  to  culti- 
vate the  powers  of  the  mind  to  a 
degree  fufficient  for  the  formation 
of  an  alphabet ;  but  when  a  peo- 
ple arrived  at  fuch  a  (rate  of  civili- 
zation, as  required  them  %to  repre- 
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fent  the  conceptions  of  the  mind 
which  had  no  corporeal  forma,  ne* 
ceflity,  the  mother  of  invention, 
would  occafion  farther  exertions  of 
the  human  faculties,  and  would 
urge  fuch  a  people  to  find  out  a 
more  expeditious  manner  of  trans- 
acting their  bu finds,  and  of  record- 
ing their  events,  than  by  picture- 
writing  ;  for  the  impollibility  of 
conveying  a  variety  of  intellectual 
and  metaphyseal  ideas,  and  of  re- 
presenting founds  by  the  emblem- 
atic mode  of  writing  would  natu- 
rally occur,  and  therefore  the  ne- 
ccflity  of  feeking  out  forae  other 
that  wonld  be  more  comprehend vey 
would  prefent  itfelf. 

"  Thefe  exertions  would  taks 
place  whenever  a  nation  began  to 
improve  in  arts,  manufactures,  and 
commerce;  and  the  more  genius 
fuch  a  nation  had,  the  more  im- 
provements would  be  made  in  the 
notation  of  their  language,  whilft 
thofe  people  who  had  made  left 
progrefs  in  civilization  and  fcience, 
would*  have  a  lefs  perfect  fyftem  of 
elementary  characters ;  or  would 
for  ages  advance  no  farther  in  this 
art,  than  the  marks  or  characters 
of  theChinefe.  Hence  it  refults, 
that  the  bufinefs  of  princes,  and 
the  manufactures  and  commerce  of 
each  country,  produced  the  necef- 
flty  of  devifing  fome  expeditious 
manner  of  communicating  informa- 
tion to  their  fubjects,  or  commer- 
cial correfpondents  at  a  diftance. 
Such  an  improvement  was  of  the 
greateft  life,  not  only  to  the  fove- 
reign  and  the  ftatefman,  but  to  the 
mauufacturer  and  the  merchant." 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  WINE  called  by  our  ANCESTORS  SACK* 

[An  Original  Communication.] 

•  |T  feems  Incredible  to  many  fugar."    Such  is  his  defcription  of 
J.  people  that  our  forefathers  Rhenifli,  &c.  from  which  fome 
ihould  have  put  fugar  into  their  may  infer  one  of  thofe  to  be  the 
fack.   They  aflert,  that  the  fack  fack  of  our  forefathers,  and  not 
drank  by  fir  John  Falftaff,  by  Shak-  what  we  call  foy  which  is  a  wine 
fpeare's  contemporaries,  and  by  brought  from  the  Canary-Iflands. 
Jonfon,    with    his  fong  in  the      "  But  our  author  proceeds  to 
Apollo,  was  not  the  wine  which  is  defcribe  Canary  wine,  «*  which  bear- 
known  to  us  by  the  name  of  fack,  eth  the  name  of  the  illands  from 
and  which  is  ufed  for  little  other  whence  it  is  brought,  and  is  of 
purpofe  than  to  make  walnuts  tafte  fome  termed  a  facke,  with  this  ad- 
fweeter.    This  manner  of  reafon-  jund~t  fweefr,  but  yet  very  impro- 
ing  is  not,  perhaps,  ftri&ly  logical,  perly,  for  it  differeth  not  only  from 
There  is  no  difputing  about  taftes  facke  in  fweetnciTe  and  pleafant- 
in  refpe&  to  eating  or  drinking ;  neffe  of  tafte,  but  alfo  in  colour 
which  are  fo  various  in  the  fame  and  confiftence :  for  it  is  not  fo 
age  and  nation,  that  to  ufe  a  vul-  unite  in  colour  as  facke,  nor  fo 
gar  phr.ife   (as  lord  Chefterficld  thin  in  fab^ance.'*    Venncr  gives 
fays),  what  is  one's  man's  meat  is  no  hint  that  it  is  proper  or  impro- 
another  man's  poifon.  per,  cuftomary  or  not,  to  mhc  fu- 
"  I  think  the  matter  may  be  gar  with  this  fweet  fack,  nor  with 
elucidated  by  a  reference  to  Ven-  malmfcy,  mulkadelle,  or  baftard, 
ner's,  Via  recla  ad  Vitam  longam,  (which  is  mentioned  in  Shakfpeare 
printed  in  the  year  1628.    In  this  with  the  epithet  brown)  which  he 
medical  treatife,  is  a  feclion  an-  likewife  defcribes  as  generous  fweet 
fwering  the  queftion,  What  in  ge-  wines. 

neral  are  the  commodities  of  wine  ?       "  We  might  flill  remain  in  doubt, 
and  containing  a  defcription  of  the  if  our  author  had  not  given  a  de- 
particular  differences  of  wines  ac-  fcription  of  facke  itfelf,  which  he 
cording  to  their  fevcral  qualities.  fays  is  *«  compleiely  not  in  the 
*'  He  begins  with  obferving,  that  third  degree  ;  and  that  fome  affeft 
"  white  wines  and  Rhcnifh  wine,  to  drink  facke  with  fugar  and  fome 
do,  lead  of  all  wines,  heat  and  without ;  and  upon  no  other  ground, 
nourifti  the  body.  The  white  wine  as  1  think,  but  as  it  is  beft  pleaf- 
here  defcribed  feems  to  have  been  ing  to  their  palate.''    He  then  pro- 
one  of  the  meagre  French  wines,  cceds  ;  **  I  dial  I  fpeak  what  I  deem 
or  vins  du  Pais  ;  for  the  author  ob-  hereof,  and  1  think  I  fliali  well  fa- 
ferves,  that  it  will  not  keep  in  per-  tisfie  fuch  as  are  judicious.  Sacke 
fcftion  many  months.    To  thefc  taken  by  itfelf  is  very  hot  and  very 
white  wines  and  the  Rhenifli,  he  penetrative :  being  taken  with  fu- 
fignifies  in  a  note,  that  «*  a  little  gar,  the  heat  is  both  fomewhat  al« 
fugar  may  be  added  w-th  a  lemon,  laved,  and  the  penetrative  quality 
as  is  hereafter  (hewed,  but  is  more  (hereof  alfo  retarded."    This  de- 
medicinable  if  it  be  taken  without  faction  by  no  means  agrees  with 
6  the 
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the  properties  of  Rheniih,  as  dc-  flavour,  but  from  its  being  origi- 
fcribed  by  our  author.  It  is  far-  nallv  fibred  in  facks  or  borachios. 
thcr  diftinguiftied  by  bis  obferva-  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
tion,  that  «*  Rhenifti,  &c.  decline  French  wine,  but  a  ftrong  wine, 
after  a  twelvemonth,  but  facke,  the  production  of  a  hot  climate, 
and  the  other  ftronger  wines  are  Probably  it  was  what  is  called 
beft  when  they  are  two  or  three  dry  mountain,  «r  fome  Spanifh, 
y ears  old."  wine  of  that  kind.  This  conjec- 
"  By  the  application  of  the  word  ture  is  the  more  plaufibie,  as  How- 
fweet  to  facke,  as  an  equivalent  to  ell,  in  his  French  and  EngUfli  Die- 
Canary  wine,  it  fcems  highly  pro-  tionary,  printed  in  the  year  1650, 
bable,  that  facke  itfelf  was  not  a  tranllates  facke,  by  the  words  via 
fweet  wine  ;  that  it  did  not  receive  d'  Efpagne,  vin  fee." 
its  name  from  having  a  faccharine 
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JULIAN's  DELINEATION  of  the  ROMAN  EMPERORS,  from 
JULIUS  to  his  own  Time ;  being  an  EXTRACT  from  his  famou> 
SATIRE,  entitled  "  The  Cxiars." 

(From  Mr.  Duncomee's  Tranflation  of  the  "  Select  Works  of  the 

Emperor  Julian. "J 

*•    A  S  foon  as  the  table  was  very  few  precepts,  as  if  he  had 

X\  fprcad  for  the  Ca?fars,  muttered  the  incantations  of  Za- 

th«  firft  who  appeared  was  Julius  mobcis,  foon  rendered  him  wife  and 

Cxfar.    Such  was  his  p.illkm  lor  virtuous. 

glory,  that  he  feemed  willing  to  «  The  third  who  approached 
contend  for  dominion  with  Jupiter  was  Tiberius,  with  a  grave  but 
himfelf.  Silenus,  obferving  him,  fierce  afpect,  appearing  at  once 
faid,  «  Behold,  Jupiter,  one  who  both  wife  and  martial.  As  he  turned 
has  ambition  enough  to  endeavour  to  fit  down,  his  back  difplayed  fc- 
to  dethrone  you  :  he  is,  you  fee,  veral  fears,  l'ome  cauteries  and  fores, 
itrong  and  handfome,  and,  if  he  fevere  ftripes  and  bruife*,  fcabs  and 
refembles  me  in  nothing  elle,  his  tumors,  imprinted  bv  lull  and  in- 
head,  at  leaft,  is  certainly  the  fel-  temperance.  Silenus'then  faying, 
low  of  mine." 

"  Amidtt  thefe  jokes  of  Silenus,  "  FardifTrent  now  thou  fcemell  tbao 
to  which  the  Gods  paid  little  at-  before, 

tention,  Oclavianus  entered.    He  in  a  much  moreferious  tone,  "Why 

affuraed,  like  a  caircleon,  various  fo  grave,  my  dear  ?"  faid  Bacchus, 

colours  ;   at  firft  appearing  pale,  "  That  old  fatyr,  replied  he,  has 

then  black,  dark,  and  cloudy,  and,  terrified  me,  and  made  me  inad- 

at  lad,  exhibiting  the  charms  of  vertently  quote  a  line  of  Homer." 

Venus  nnd  the  Graces.    In  the  "  Take  care  that  he  does  not  alfo 

luflre  of  his  eyes  he  fecmed  willing  pull  your  ears,  faid  Bacchus ;  for 

to  rival  the  fun  ;  nor  could  any  one  thus,  it  is  faid,  he  treated  a  certain 

encolinter  his  looks.    *«  Strange!  grammarian."    "  He  had  better, 

cried  Silenus ;  what  a  changeable  returned  silenus,  bemoan  himfelf 

creature  is  this  ?  what  mifchief  will  in  his  folitary  ifland  (meaning'  Ca- 

he  do  us  !"    *«  Ceafe  trifling,  faid  prea?)  and  tear  the  face  of  feme 

Apollo;  after  I  have  con figncd  him  miferable  fifherman." 
to  Zeno,  I  will  exhibit  him  to  you       **  While  they  were  thus  joking, 

pure  as  gold."    "  Hark  ye,  added  a  dreadful  monftcr  [Caligula]  ap« 

he  to  that  philofopher,  Zeno,  un-  peared.    The  Gods  averting  their 

dertake  the  care  of  my  pupil."  He,  eyes,  Nemefis  delivered  him  to 

in  obedience,  fuggefting  to  him  a  the  avenging  Furies,  who  irame- 
1784.           "       '  M 
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diately  threw  him  into  Tartarus, 
without  allowing  Silenus  to  accoft 
him.  But  on  the  approach  of 
Claudius,  Silenus  began  to  fing  the 
beginning  of  the  part  of  Demofthe- 
nes,  in  the  Knights  ot  Arilto- 
phanes,  cajoling  Claudius.  Then, 
turning  to  Quirinus,  44  You  are 
unjuir,  faid  he,  to  invite  your  de- 
fendant without  his  freed  m  n, 
Narciflus  and  Pallas.  But,  beiides 
them,  \ou  mould  alio  fend  for  his 
wife  MclTalina,  for  without  them 
he  apprars  like  guards  in  a  tragedy, 
mute  and  inanimate." 

44  While  Silenus  was  fpcakihg, 
Nero  entered,  playing  on  hi.  harp, 
and  crowned  with  laurel.  Silenus 
then  turned  to  Apollo,  and  faid, 
44  This  man  makes  you  his  model." 
44  1  (hall  foon  uncrown  him,"  re- 
plied Apollo  :  44  he  did  not  imitate 
me  in  every  thing,  and  when  he 
did,  he  was  a  bad  imitator."  Co- 
cytus,  therefore,  intlantly  fwept 
him  away,  divctied  of  his  crown. 

*4  After  him,  feeing  many  come 
crowding  together,  Vindcx,  Otho, 
Galba,  Vitellius,  Silenus  cxcLim- 
cd,  4*  Where,  ye  God;,  have  you 
found  fuch  a  multitude  of  mo- 
narchs  ?  We  arc  fuffocated  with 
fmokc  ;  for  beads  of  this  kind  fpare 
not  even  the  temples  of  the  Gods." 
Jupiter  then  looked  af  his  b-other 
Seupi*,  and  faid,  pointing  to  Vef- 
pafian,  44  Send  thi3  mifcr,  as  foon 
us  polfible,  out  of  Egypt,  to  ex- 
tinguish thefe  fl  =mcs.  Bid  his  tid- 
ed fon  [Titus  j  folace  himfelf  with 
a  prolHtutc,  but  chain  his  younger 
fon  [DomitianJ  near  the  Sicilian 
tyger. 

,4  Then  came  an  old  man  [Ncr- 
va,]  of  a  beautiful  afpect  (for  even 
old  age  is  fomctimcs  beautiful),  in 
hU  manners  mod  gentle,  and  in  his 
ddminiftration  mild.  With  him 
Silenus  was  fo  delighted,  that  he 
remained  iilent.     44  What !  faid 


Mercury,  have  you  nothing  to  fay 
of  this  man?"  44  Yes,  by  Ju- 
piter, he  replied,  for  I  charge  you 
all  with  partiality,  in  fuffcring  that 
blood-thirlty  monfter  to  reign  fif- 
teen years,  but  this  man  fcarcc  a 
whole  year."  44  Do  not  complain, 
anfwered  Jupiter ;  many  good 
princes  (hail  fucceed  him." 

44  Trajan  immediately  entered, 
bearing  on  hi*  fliouhfers  the  Getic 
and  Parthian  trophies.  bilenus, 
obferving  him,  faid,  in  a  low  voice, 
but  loud  enough  to  be  heard,  44  Our 
lord  Jupiter  mud  now  be  careful, 
or  he  will  not  be  able  to  keep  Ga- 
nymede to  himfelf."  After  him 
advanced  a  venerable  fage  [Ha- 
drian], with  a  long  beard ;  an 
adept  in  mulic,  gizing  frequently 
on  the  heavens,  and  caurioufly  in- 
vefiigating  the  abftrufelt  fubjects. 
44  \Vbat,  faid  Silenus,  think  you 
of  this  fophitt  ?  Is  he  looking  for 
Ami  no  us  ?  If  fo,  one  of  you  may 
tell  him  that  the  youth  is  not  here, 
and  thus  check  his  madnefs  and 
folly."  To  thefe  fuccecdcd  a  man 
of  moderation,  not  in  venereal  but 
political  purfuit?,[  Antoninus  Pius.) 
Silenus,  on  feeing  him,  exclaimed, 
44  Strange  !  how  important  is  he  in 
trifles  !  This  old  man  feems  to  mc 
one  of  th«'fc  who  would  harangue 
about  a  pin's  point." 

44  At  the  entrance  of  two  bro- 
thers. Marcus  Aurelius  and  Lucius 
Verus,  Silenus  contracted  hi-  brow, 
as  he  could  by  no  means  jeer  or 
deride  them.  Marcus,  in  parti- 
cular, though  he  finely  fcruimifed 
his  conduct  with  regard  to  his  fon 
and  his  wife  ;  as  to  her,  in  his  im- 
moderate grief  for  her  death,  though 
(he  little  deferved  it  ;  as  to  him, 
in  hazarding  the  ruin  of  the  em- 
pire by  preferring  him  to  a  difcreer 
lbn-in-law,  who  would  have  made 
a  better  prince,  and  Uudied  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  fon  more  than  he 
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did  himfclf.  Notwith (landing  thcfc 
failings,  Silcnus  could  not  but  ad- 
mire his  exalted  virtue.  Thinking 
his  fon  Commodus  unworthy  of 
any  ftroke  of  wit,  he  iilently  dif- 
mifled  him.  And  he,  not  being 
able  to  fupport  himfelf,  or  afTociate 
with  the  heroes,  fell  down  to  the 
earth. 

"  Pertinax  then  approached, 
ftill  lamenting  the  mortal  wound 
that  he  received  at  a  banquet.  This 
excited  the  companion  ot  Ncmefis, 
who  faid,  *'  The  authors  of  this 
deed  fhalh  not  long  exult ;  but, 
Pertinax,  jou  were   culpable  in 
being  privy  to  the  confpiracy  that 
dcitroyed  the  fon  of  Marcus."  He 
was  fuccec^cd  by  Severus,  a  prince 
inexorable    in  punifhing.     44  Of 
him,  faid  Silenus,  I  have  nothing 
to  fay ;  for  I  am  terrified  by  h'13 
(tern  and  implacable  looks."  His 
fons  would  have  accompanied  him, 
but  Minos  prevented    them,  and 
kept  them  at  a  diftance.    With  a 
prudent    diftinftion,  however,  he 
difmiflVd  the  yonngeft  f  Gcta],  and 
ordered  the  cldcft  [Caracalla]  to 
be  puniflicd  for  his  crimes. 

**  That  crafty  murderer  Macri- 
nus,  and    the   youth   of  Emefa, 
Elagabalus,  were  driven  from  the 
facrcd  inclofure.    But  Alexander 
the  Syrian,  being  placed  in  the 
hmder  ranks,  bewailed  hi*  misfor- 
tune.   Silcnus  added,  44  O  thou 
tool  and  madman  !  highly  exalted 
as  thou  wert,  thou  didft  not  go- 
vern for  thyfclf,  but  gavcil  thy 
wealth  to  thy  mother,  and  could'll 
not  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  much 
better  to  bellow  it  on  thy  friends 
than  to  hoard  it."    44  All,  how- 
ever, faid  Ncmefis,  who  were  ac- 
ccflary  to  his  death,  I  will  deliver 
to  the  tormentors."    And  thus  the 
youth  was  dilmjlfcd. 

"  (iullicnus  then  entered,  with 
his  father  [Valerian],  the  latter 


dragging  the  chaiu  of  hig  capti- 
vity, the  other  effeminate  both  in 
his  drefs  and  behaviour.  Silcnus 
thus  ridiculed  the  father : 

**  Py  thofc  foowy  plume*  diftingtriftTd, 
Before  the  ranks  who  marches  in  the  van/* 

And  to  the  fon  he  faid, 

44  Him  gold  adorns,  all  dainty  as  a  bride." 

"  Jupiter  ordered  them  both  to 
depart  from  the  banquet. 

**  They  were  fuccecdcd  by 
Claudius,  on  whom  all  the  Gods 
fixed  their  eyes,  admiring  his  mag- 
nanimity, and  granted  the  empire 
to  his  defendants,  thinking  it  juft 
that  the  polkrity  of  fuch  a  lover 
of  his  country  fhould  enjoy  the 
fovereignty  as  long  as  pofliblc. 

44  After  him  entered  Aurelius, 
as  if  to  efcape  thole  who  were  ac- 
cufing  him  before  Minos.  For 
many  charges  of  murder,  which 
he  could  not  palliate  or  excufe, 
were  brought  againil  him.  But 
my  lord  the  Sun,  who  had  patro- 
nifed  him  on  other  occafions,  alliil- 
ed  him  alio  cn  this,  by  inform- 
ing the  Gods,  that  the  Delphic 
oracle,  44  That  he  who  evil  does, 
fhouU  evil  futfer,  is  righteous  judg- 
ment," had  been  fulfilled. 

44  The  next  was  Prob us,  who 
in  lefs  than  feven  years  rebuilt 
feventy   cities,  and    alfo  cna&cd 
many  wife  laws.    Having  fuftcred 
unjuttly,  he  was  honoured  by  the 
Gods,  and  liis  death  was  revenged 
by  the  punifhmcnt  of  his  murder- 
ers.   Silenus,  ncverthclefs,  endea- 
voured, in  like  manner,  to  ridicule 
him ;  and  many  of  the  Gods  urg- 
ing him  to  be  lilent,  *«  Let  thofc 
who  {hall   follow,  faid  he,  grow 
wifer  by  his  example.    Dolt  thou 
not  know,  O  Probus,  that  phyfi* 
cians  make  bitter  potions  palatable, 
by  infufing  them  in  mead  ?  But 
thou,  who  wert  always  f«  fevere 
M  2  and 
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and  cruel  that  none  could  equal  to  them  a  burthen  which  he  had 

thee,  hall  fuffercd,  however  un-  borne  on  his  own  (boulders,  he 

juftly,  in   like  manner.    For  no  walked  with  much  greater  cafe, 

one  can  govern  brutes,  much  lefs  Admiring  their  union,  the  God* 

men,  but  by  fometimes  gratifying  afligned  them  a  feat  fuperior  to 

and  indulging  them  :  asphyficians  many.    But  Maximian  behaving 

humour  their  patients  in  trifles,  .  with  imprudence  and  haughtineft. 

that  they  may  infure  their  compli-  Silenus,  .though  he  did  not  think 

ance  in  things  eflential."  "What!  him  worthy  of  ridicule,  would  not 

dear  father,  laid  Bacchus,  do  you  admit  him  into  the  loeiety  of  the 

now  play  the  phiiofopher   upon  emperors.    And,  bcfides,  he  was 

«s?"    "  Why  not,  replied  Sile-  not  only  addicted  to  all  kinds  of 

lenus.    Were  not  you  too,  my  lafcivioufnefs,  but  by  his  imperti- 

fon,  intruded  by  me  in  philofo-  nent  oflicioufnefs  and  perfidy  often 

phy  ?    Know  you  not  that  So-  interrupted  the  harmonious  con- 

erares  alfo  held,  like  im>,  the  firft  cert.    Ncmefis  therefore  fbon  ba- 

tank  in  philofophy  amon£  his  con-  niihed  him,  and  whither  he  went  I 

temporaries,  if  you  credit  the  ora-  know  not,  as  I  forgot  to  alk  Mer- 

cle  of  Delphi?    Allow  me,  there-  cury. 

fore,  to  foeak  not  always  jocofely,  **  To  this  moft  melodious  tetra- 
but  fometimes  ferioufly."  chord  a  harm,  difagreeable,  and 
"  While  they  were  thus  talk-  difcordant  found  fuccecded.  Two 
ing,  Carus,  with  his  fons,  fCa-  of  the  candidates  Nemcfis  would 
rinus  and  Numerian]  would  have  not  fuffer  to  approach  «ven  the 
entered,  had  not  Nemefis  repulfcd  door  of  the  aflembly.  Licinius 
them.  Diocletian,  accompanied  came  thus  far,  but  having  been 
by  the  two  Maximians,  and  my  guilty  of  many  crimes,  he  was  re- 
grandfather  Conftantius,  then  ap-  pulfed  by  Minos.  Conftantine  en- 
proached,  magnificently  dreircd.  tcrcd,  and  fat  fome  time ;  and 
Thefe,  though  they  held  each  near  him  fat  his  fons.  As  for 
other  by  the  hand,  did  not  walk  Magnentius,  he  was  refufed  ad- 
on  a  line  with  Diocletian.  Three  mittance,  becaufe  he  had  never 
others  alfo  furrounded  him,  in  the  done  any  thing  laudable,  though 
manner  of  a  chorus :  but  when,  many  of  his  actions  might  appear 
like  harbingers,  they  would  have  brilliant*  But  the  Gods,  perceiv- 
piecedcd  him,  he  forbade  them,  ing  that  they  did  not  flow  from  a 
not  thinking  himfelf  entitled  to  good  principle,  difmiflbd  him  much 
any  diilinttion.  Transferring  only  afflicted." 
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ACCOUNT  of  fomc  SINGULAR  VOWS  made  hy  the  KNIGHTS, 

in  the  TIMES  of  CHIVALRY. 

[From  Mrs.  Dobson's  Tranflation  of  Monf.  De  St.  Pa  la  ye**  «•  Memoirs 

of  Ancient  Chivalry. "j 

u  TPHE  religion  of  the  times    never  to  eat  meat,  nor  put  off  his 
■*   fuggelted  other  vows,  of  a   cloaths,  day  or  night,  till  he  had 
more  particular  kind  ;  which  con-    taken  the  place  ;  and  his  fi^uire  of 
fitted  in  vifitingfevcral  holy  places  ;    honour,  at  the  fiege  of  Brcfficre, 
in  depofiting  their  arms,  or  thofe    in  Poitou,  promifed,  before  God,  to 
of  a  vanquifhed  enemy,  in   the    plant,  that  day,  on  the  tower  of  the 
temples  or  monaftcries  ;  in  fading,    city,  the  banner  of  his  matter,  which 
and  other  exercifes  of  penitence,    he  carried,  crying,  **  Du  Gucfclin! 
In    the  hittory  of  Bertrand   du    Du  Gucfclin  !"  or  to  die  in  the  at- 
Gucfclin,  it  is  recorded,  that  Du    tempt. — The  fame  hittory  reports, 
Gucfclin,  before  he  departed  for  a    that  the  bcficeed  made  vows  to  eat 
courfe  of  arms,  propofed  by  an    all  their  beatts,  and,  as  their  laft 
Englimman,    heard  mafs ;    and,    rclburce,  to  eat  one  another,  m' 
when  he  was  making  the  ottering  at    the  rage  of  hunger,  rather  than 
the  altar,  he  alfo  offered  to  God    yield  the  town  ;  whife  the  belief 
the  arms  he  promifed  to  ufe  ag*inft    ers,  on  their  part,  fwore  to  maintain, 
the  infideh,  ?f  he  became  viftor.    the  liege  through  their  lives ;  anjl 
Soon  after  th'i3,  he  had  a  challenge   die  in  battle,  or  take  the  place  by 
to  maintain  againtt  another  En-    the  force  of  affault. — The  moft 
glifliman  :  the  Englilhman,-  throw-    extraordinary  of  thcfc  vows,  was 
in^  down  his  gage  of  battle,  fwore    that  of  the  peacock,  or  pheafant, 
he  would  never  lleep  in  bed  rll  he    made  by  the  knight  on  the  bird,  as 
had  accomplifhed   it.     Bertrand,    will  be  prelentlv  related.  Thefis 
taking  up  the  gage,  vowed  to  eat    noble  birds,  for  fo  they  were  filled, 
only  three  lops  in  wine,  in  the    perfectly  rcprcfcntcd,  by  the  bright- 
name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  till  this    nefs  and  variety  of  their  colours, 
combat  was  over.     Thcfc  fadb,    the  majetty  of  their  kings,  and  the 
from  hittorians,  juttify  the  old  ro-    fuperb  vettments  with  which  they 
mance  writers,  and  enlighten  fome    were  adorned,  when  they  held  their 
obfeure   callages   in  Dante,  and    pleniary  or  full  courts, 
other  ancient  authors.  "  The  old  romancers  obferve, 

44  Perfonal  valour  dilated  alfo  that  the  peacock  and  pheafant 
fingular  vows;  of  which  the  fol»  were,  as  well  as  vehifon,  the  par- 
lowing  are  examples :  44  James  ticular  food  of  brave  and  gallant 
d'Enaelee,  fays  Froiflart,  tn  his  knights.  44  Gallon,  the  fifth  of 
Hittory,  had  made  a  vow,  that,  in  that  name,  fays  Favin,  who  had 
the  next  battle  in  which  the  king  been  created  a  peer  of  France  by 
of  England,  or  cither  of  his  fons,  Charles  the  Seventh,  betrothed  to 
Ihould  appear,  he  would  be  the  firft  the  daughter  of  that  prince,  Mag- 
aflailant,  the  beft  warrior  on  their  dalcn  of  France,  and  adorned  with 
lidc,  or  that  he  would  die  in  the  'the  order  of  the  ttar,  determined 
attempt." — Du  Gucfclin,  being  at  to  celebrate  thefe  accumulated  ho- 
tho  fiege  of  Montcontour,  fwore   nours  by  a  magnificent  featt,  giveu 
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at  Tours,  in  145?,  to  be  followed 
by  joufts,  which  he  ordered  to  be 
published  abroad.  This  banquet 
was  compofed  of  five  fervices,  and 
feven  entremets,  or  fmall  plates  of 
dainties,  ufually  ferved  at  the  tables 
of  the  great,  juft  before  the  fruit. 
In  one  of  thefe  ent'eraets  they 
brought,  in  a  large  vcflel,  a  pea- 
cock alive,  which  had  at  its  neck 
the  arms  of  the  queen  of  France  ; 
and  round  the  veffel  were  ranged 
various  flags  and  fl reamers,  carry- 
ing the  arms  of  all  the  princcfies 
and  ladies  of  the  court ;  who  were 
very  proud  of  this  honour  fhewn 
them  the  count  de  Foix  ;  and 
fp  magnificenr  was  this  feaft,  that 't 
appeared  an  earthly  paradife  Thefe 
entremets  were  firft  devifed  to  oc- 
cupy the  guefts  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  grand  fervices.  They 
were  exhibited  before  the  reign  of 
St.  Louis,  at  the  marriage  of  his 
bft>ther  Robert,  at  Compicgne,  in 
1237  ;  and  by  Charles  the  Fifth, 
at  a  feaft  he  gave,  in  15-8,  to  the 
king  of  the  Romans.  u  The  re- 
mains of  this  ancient  magnificence, 
fays  De  Thou,  were  teen  at  the 
marriage  of  the  prince  of  Navarre, 
in  1572,  with  the  filler  of  the 
king  ;  and  at  another  feaft,  which 
tbe  queen  gave,  the  following  year, 
to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  king  ot  Po- 
land :  and  a  tafle  for  thefe  ancient 
plcafures  wis  prcferved,  at  Flo- 
rence, to  the  year  ifroo,  at  the 
banquet  given,  in  that  city,  for  the 
marriage  of  Mary  de  Medicis  with 
Henry  the  Fourth. 

«*  The  plumage  of  the  fine  birds 
prcfented  at  thefe  fplendid  enter- 
tainments, u;is  confidered,  by  the 
ladies  in  Provence,  as  the  richeft 
ornamcn,t  with  which  they  could 
decorate  the  troubadour,  who  ce- 
lebrated th t*ir  praife :  the  feathers 
were  interwoven  in  the  crown, 
given  a*  a  recompence  for  the  poetic 


made  by  KNIGHTS. 

talents  he  confecratcd  to  the  cele- 
bration of  valour  and  of  gallantry; 
and  a  figure  of  the  peacock  was 
the  prize  of  the  knights  themfelvcs. 
At  a  feaft,  given  for  the  peace 
made  in  1659,  by  the  city  of  SUr- 
feillcs,  "  the  troubadours,  fays 
father  Menetlrier,  came  crowned 
with  peacocks  feathers,  which  had 
been  formally  devoted  to  them  by 
the  ladies  of  Provence.  The  eyes, 
rcprefented  in  their  plumage,  ex- 
prefled  the  attention  oi  ;ill  the 
world  to  thefe  troubadours-. '*  Pope 
Paul  the  Third  lent  to  king  Pepin 
a  confecruted  fword,  and  accom- 
panied it  with  a  mantle  interwoven 
with  the  peacock's  feathers. 

u  But  the  highcll  glory  of  this 
bird  was  themoft  lingular  vow  made 
on  it,  which  was  performed  in  the 
following  manner :  the  day  on 
which  the  knights  were  to  take 
their  folemn  vows,  a  peacock  or 
pheafant,  fomctimes  roaticd,  but 
always  d  relied  and  garnilhcd  out 
with  its  finell  feathers,  was  brought 
in,  with  great  dignify,  by  the 
ladies,  or  the  young  gentlewomen, 
in  a  large  gold  or  iilvcr  vcflel,  in 
the  midlt  of  a  numerous  company 
of  aflembled  knights.  They  pce- 
fentcd  this  difh  to  each  knight, 
who  made  his  vow  on  the  bird  ; 
after  which,  they  carried  it  back, 
and  placed  it  on  a  table,  to  be  di- 
ltributcd  among  the  alfiilant?.  The 
Ocill  of  the  perfon  who  carved  it, 
confined  in  dividing  the  parts  fo 
nicely,  th/it  all  prefent  might  have 
a  fhare.  In  the  romance  of  Lan- 
celot de  Lac,  there  is  a  great  eu- 
logy given  to  king  Artus,  f^  hav- 
ing carved  the  peace*  k,  at  the 
round  table,  fo  much  to  the  wtis- 
fuclion  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
knights,  feated  at  the  feaft,  that 
they  were  all  content  with  the 
fbare  alligned  them. 

**  The  old  romancers,  who  wrote 

on 
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on  this  Angular  vow,  inform  us, 
that  the  ladies,  or  young  gentle- 
women, after  prefenting  the  bird 
to  every  knight,  ehofe  one  of  the 
mod  valiant  knights  to  accompany 
them  in  this  ceremony,  and  to  di- 
rect the  peacock  to  that  knight 
whom  he  efteemed  the  brave  It ; 
which  being  done,  the  knight  elect- 
ed cut  up  the  bird,  and  diitributed 
it  in  his  ught.  So  high  a  preference 
beltowed  on  eminent  valour  was  not 
accepted,  till  after  a  long  and  mo- 
deft  rcliftance,  and  confclfing  them- 
felves  the  leaft  worthy  of  this  ho- 
nour: in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
kniehts,  admitted  into  the1  order 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  protefted  they 
were  wholly  undeferving  of  fo  glo- 
rious a  diftinclion. 

"  The  account  of  the  lingular 
ceremony   which  patted  at  Lifle, 
alfo,  in  1 15 on  the  conferring 
this  order,  at  the  court  of  Philip, 
the  Good,  duke  of  Burgundy,  is  too 
curious  to  be  omitted.    It  was  ex- 
hibited upon  occa'ion  of  the  cru- 
fade  againft  the  Turk?,  when  the 
conqueft  of  the   Eaftern  empire 
was  aceomplifhcd  by  the  taking  of 
Constantinople ;  and  is   thus  de- 
fcribed  by  Matthew  de  Ccmci,  and 
Olivier  de  la  Marchc,  who  were  at 
this  feaft  :  **  The  neccflary  time 
for  the  preparations,  and  arrival 
of  the  knights,  was  paired  in  fe- 
vcral  fealb  given  by  the  principal 
lords  ;  the  la  It  of  which  was  that 
of  the  duke  of  Cleves,  when  they 
proclaimcd  the  banquet  of  his  un- 
cle the  duke  of  Burgundy,  which, 
according  to  the  ancient  cuftom, 
was   to  be  given  eighteen  days 
from  that  time.  The  proclamation 
was  thus  made  :  a  lady*  mounting 
on  the  table  where  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  was  feated,  by  a  ftep 
made  for  that  purpofc,  kneeled 
down  before  him,  and  placed  on 
the  head  of  that  prince  a  chaplet, 
or  crowji  of  flowers;  from,  hence 


the  cuftom  of  offering,  at  balls,  a 
nofegay  to  the  per  Ion  who  is  to 
give  the  next  entertainment.  When 
the  eighteen  days  were  palled,  the 
dukcr  of  Burgundy  drew  together 
his  whole  court,  and  the  nobility 
of  his  different  ftates,  to  his  ban- 
quet, which  was  the  annunciation 
of  the  high  myfteries  of  religion 
and  of  knighthood  :  when,  if  the 
magnificence  of  the  prince  was  ad- 
mired in  the  multitude  and  abun- 
dance of  the  fervices,  it  was  ftill 
more  confpicuous  in  the  elegant 
fpectacles  difplayed  in  the  entre- ; 
incts,  or  curious  and  dainty  dimes, 
brought  in  between  the  fervices 
and  the  fruits  ;  by  which  the  feaft 
was  rendered  more  pompous  and 
amufmg.    There  appeared,  in  the 
hall,  divers  decoration?  ;  machines, 
figi-res  of  men,  and  extraordinary 
animals,  trees,  mountains,  rivers, 
and  a  fea,  with  vcftels  on  it:  all 
thefe  objerts  were  intermixed  with 
pet  fonage3,  with  birds,  and  other 
living  animals,  who  were  in  motion 
in  the  hall,  or  on  the  great  table, 
and  reprefentcd  the  actions  rela- 
tive to  the  delign  the  duke  had 
formed  ;  which   was,  to  exhibit 
the  fea'ts  of  the  palace  of  Alcine, 
in  the  ancient  court  of  France.  It 
is  aftonifhin"to  conceive  what  mult 
have  been  the  extent  of  the  hall, 
which    contained    fo   fpacious  a 
table,  or  rarher  fo  vaft  a  theatre, 
with  the  ground  neccftary  for  the 
ai'tion  of  fo  many  machines  and 
perfons  ;  without    reckoning  the 
multintde  of  the  gucfts,  and  the 
crowd  of  fpeAators.    In  the  midlt 
of  this  fpe  tacle  entered  fuddenly 
a  giant,  armed  in  the  ancient  tiiui- 
ncr  of  a  Moor  of  Grenada  ;  he 
led  an  elephant,  who   carried  a 
caOle  on  his  back,  in  which  was 
a  lady,  bathed  in  tears,  and  dreftcd 
in  long  mourning  habit9,  as  a  nun, 
or  devotee  to  the  cloy  iter.  When 
flic  came  into  the  hall,  and  was  in 
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the  midft  of  the  aflembly,  Ihc  re-  contained  folernn  promifes  (the 
cued  a  poem  of  three  ftanzas,  grand  intent  of  this  allegorical  ex- 
which  commanded  the  giant  to  hibition)  to  carry  the  war  among  it 
Hop  :  but  he,  looking  on  her  with  the  infidels,  for  the  defence  of  the 
a  tixed  eye,  continued  his  march  opprcfled  church,  and  that  caOle, 
till  he  came  to  the  table  of  the  in  which  this  lingular  ceremony 
duke.  At  that  moment  the  cap-  was  reprefented. 
tive  lady,  who  reprefented  rcli-  44  The  vow  made  by  the  duke 
gjon,  made  a  long  complaint,  in  (fays  Olivier  de  la  Marchej  was 
verfe,  on  the  calamities  flic  fullered  the  lignal  of  all  the  otb»r  vows, 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  infidels  ;  each  of  which  had  in  view  the 
and  reproached  the  lukewarmnefs  proving  their  courage  againtf  the 
of  thoie  who  ought  to  have  fuc-  Turks ;  and  fome  arbitrary  penance 
coured  and  delivered  ner.  When  was  added,  as,  toabtlain  from  wine 
this  lamentation  was  over,  the  king  and  meat  on  certain  days,  not  to 
at  arms,  of  the  order  of  the  Golden  ileep  in  a  bed,  not  to  cat  on  a 
Fleece,  preceded  by  a  long  file  of  table-cloth,  to  wear  ibirts  of  hair, 
officers  at  arms,  and  carrying  cn  or  armour  next  the  fkin,  &c.  till 
his  head  a  pheafant  alive,  which  thefe  engagements  were  performed, 
was  ornamented  with  a  golden  col-  «  The  conclufipn  of  thefe  vows 
lar,  enriched  with  pearls  and  pre-  was  celebrated  by  a  new  fpectaclc. 
cious  ftones,  advanced  towards  the  A  lady,  dreffed  in  white,  in  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  and  prefentcd  habit  of  a  nun,  bearing  on  her 
to  him  two  young  ladies ;  the  one  ihoulder  a  fcroll,  on  which  was 
of  whom  was  Yolande,  the  natural  written,  '*  Grace  of  God,"  inlet- 
daughter  of  that  prince ;  and  the  ters  of  gold,  came  to  thank  the 
Other,  Ifabelof  Neufchatel,  daugh-  aflembly,  and  prefented  twelve  la- 
ter of  the  lord  de  .Montaigu  ;  each  dies,  conducted  by  as  many  knights, 
accompanied  by  a  knight  of  the  Thefe  ladies  reprefented  different 
Golden  Fleece.  At  the  fame  time,  virtues ;  the  name  of  each,  every 
the  king  at  arms  offered  to  the  duke  lady  carried  alfo  on,  her  ihoulder. 
the  bird  he  carried,  in  the  name  of  marked  on  a  billet  or  brevet ;  and 
thefe  ladies,  who  recommended  that  they  were  to  be  of  this  expe- 
themfelves  to  the  protection  of  dition,  to  infure  its  fuccefs.  When 
their  fovereign,  in  conformity  to  they  had  pafed  in  review,  one  after 
the  ancient  culionis,  according  to  the  other  prefentcd  their  brevet  \o 
which,  in  the  great  fcaiU  and  noble  Qracc  of  God,  who  read  them, 
aflemblies,  they  prefented  to  the  and  recited,  at  the  end  of  each,  in 
princes,  lords,  and  noble  ladies,  a  a  couplet  of  eight  verfes,  the  names 
peacock,  or  fome  other  royal  bird,  of  the  ladies,  which  were,  Faith, 
on  which  to  make  vows  fervicc-  J  uitice,  Charity,  Reafon,  Prudence, 
able  to  thofe  ladies  who  ihould  im-  Temperance,  Strength,  Truth,  Li- 
plore  their  affiftance.  The  duket  bcrahty,  Diligence,  Hope,  Va- 
afrer  having  attentively  liflcned  to  lour;  all  which  were  to  exprefs  the 
the  petition  of  the  king  at  aims,  virtues  ncceflary  to  a  true  and  pcr- 
returned  a  billet,  which  was  read  fed  knight.  Thefe  ccrcmouici 
aloud,  and  began  in  thefe  words  :  over,  they  all  began  to  dance  iq 
««  I  vow  to  God  ray  creator,  and  figures,  and  were  fumptuoufly 
to  the  glorious. Virgin  his  mother  ;  fearted  ;  and  with  thefe  allegorical 
and  after  thefe  to  the  ladies  and  and  magnificent  cntertainm/nts 
the  pheafants,  &c."    It  further  eoded  tljis  noble  and  joyful  fcaU." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  MATHEW's  fingular  MANNER  of  entertaining  his  FRIENDS. 

[Prom  Mr.  Sheridan's  Life  of  Dr.  Swift.] 

«  r-T-»HERE  i'lvC(j  at  that  time  property,  he  found  no  difficulty 

X    in  Ireland  a  gentleman  of  during  his  refidence  in  Dublin,  to 

the  name  of  Mathew,  whofe  hif-  get  accefs  to  all,  whofe  character 

tory  is  well  worth  recording,  al-  for  talents,  or  probity,  made  him 

though  in  a  great  part  it  may  ap-  defirous  to  cultivate  their  acquaiat- 

pear  digreffive.    He  was  poiieflcd  ance.    Out  of  thefe,  he  (elected 

of  a  large  eltate  in  the  fineft  county  fuch  as  were  moft  conformable  to 

of  that  kingdom,  Tipperary :  which  his  tafte,  inviting  them  to  pafs  fuch 

produced  a  clear  rent  of  eight  thou-  leifure  time  as  they  might  have 

fand  a  year.    As  he  delighted  in  &  upon  their  hands,  at  Thomas-town* 

country  life,  he  refolved  to  build  As  there  was  fomething  uncom- 

a  large  commodious  houfe  for  the  monly  lingular  in  his  mode  of  liv~ 

reception  of  gucfts,  furrounded  by  ing,  fuch  as  I  believe  was  never 

fifteen  hundred  acres  of  his  choiceit  carried  into  practice  by  any  morr 

land,  all  laid  out  upon  a  regular  tal  before,  in  an  ecjual  degree,  I 

plan  of  improvement,  according  to  fancy  the  reader  will  not  be  dif- 

the  new  adopted  mode  of  Englifli  pleated  with  an  account  of  the 

gardening  (which  had  fupplanted  particulars  of  it,  though  it  may 

the  bad  Dutch  talle  brought  in  by  appear  foreign  to  the  fubject  in 

king  William)  and  of  which  he  hand. 

was  the  firft  who  fct  the  example  44  His  houfe  had  been  chiefly 
in  Ireland  ;  nor  was  there  any  iinr  contrived  to  anfwer  the  noble  pur- 
provemcnt  of  that  fort  then  in  pole  of  that  conllant  hofpitalityt 
England,  which  was  comparable  to  which  he  intended  to  maintain 
his,  cither  in  point  of  beauty  or  there.  It  contained  forty  comraor 
extent.  As  this  deiign  was  form-  dioi*  apartments  for  gucfts,.  with 
ed  early  in  life,  in  order  to  ac-  fuitahlc  accommodations  to  their 
complim  his  point,  without  incur-  fervants.  Each  apartment  was 
ring  any  debt  on  his  cftate,  he  re-  completely  furnilhed  with  erery 
tired  to  the  continent  for  feven  convenience  that  could  be  wanted, 
years,  r.nd  lived  upon  fix  hundred  even  to  the  minutcl't  article.  When 
pounds  a  year,  while  the  remain-  a  guci'r  arrived,  he  lhcwcd  him  his 
jng  income  of  his  eftate  was  cm-  apartmci  t,  faying,  this  is  your 
ployed  in  earn  ing  on  the  grcnt  c;tiUc,  lu  te  ycu  are  to  command  as 
works  he  had  planned  there.  U  hen  absolutely  as  in  your  own  houfe  $ 
all  was  completed,  he  returned  to  you  may  breakfait,  dine,  and  fup 
}us  native  country  ;  and  after  fomc  here  whenever  you  plcaie,  and  in- 
time  patted  in  the  metropolis,  to  viic  fuch  of  the  guefts  to  accom- 
revive  the  old,  and  cultivate  new  pr.ay  you  as  may  be  moil  agreeable 
acquaintance,  he  retired  to  his  feat  to  you.  He  tScn  (hewed  him  the 
at  Thomas-town  to  pafs  the  re-  common  parlour,  where  he  faid  a 
mainder  of  his  days  there.  As  he  daily  ordinary  was  kept  at  which 
was  one  of  the  fineft  gentlemen  of  he  might  dine  whm  it  was  more 
;bc  age,  and  peflefled  of  fo  large  a  ^je.-.tllc  to  him  to  mix  in  fociety; 

but 
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but  from  this  moment  you  are  ne- 
ver to  know  me  as  mailer  of  the 
houfe,  and  only  to  confidcr  me  as 
one  of  the  guelts.  In  order  to  put 
an  end  to  all  ceremony  at  meal- 
time, he  took  his  place  at  random 
at  the  table,  and  thus  all  ideas  of 
precedence  being  laid  alide,  the 
guclls  feated  themfelves  promifcu- 
oufly,  without  any  regard  io  differ- 
ence of  rank  or  quality.  There 
was  a  large  room  fitted  up  exactly 
like  a  coficc- houfe,  where  a  bar- 
maid and  waiters  attended  to  fur- 
nifti  rcfreihmcnts  at  all  times  of  the 
day.  Here,  fuch  as  chofe  it,  break- 
fatted  at  their  own  hour.  Itwis 
furniflied  with  chefs-boards,  back- 
gammon tables,  newfpapers,  pamph- 
lets* Sec  in  all  the  forms  ot  a  city 
coffee-houfc.  But  the  moil  extra- 
ordinary circumftance  in  his  whole 
domcllic  arrangement,  was  that  of 
a  detached  room  in  one  of  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  houfe,  called  the 
tavern.  As  he  was  himfelf  a  verv 
temperate  man,  and  many  of  hfs 
guefrs  were  of  the  fame  difpofition, 
the  quantity  of  wine  for  the  ufe 
of  the  common  room  was  but  mo- 
derate ;  but  as  drinking  was  much 
^in  fa/hion  in  thole  days,  in  order 
to  gratify  fuch  of  his  guefts  as  had 
indulged  themfelvcs  in  that  cuf- 
tom,  he  had  recoorfe  to  the  above- 
mentioned  contrivance  ;  and  it  was 
the  cuftom  of  all  who  loved  a  cheer- 
ful giafs,  to  adjourn  to  the  ta- 
vern foon  after  dinner,  and  leave 
the  more  fober  folks  to  themfelvcs. 
Here  a  waiter  in  a  blue  apron  at- 
tended, (as  was  the  fafhion  then) 
and  all  things  in  the  room  were 
contrived  fo  a*  to  humour  the  illu- 
fion.  Here,  every  one  called  for 
what  liquor  they  liked,  with  as 
little  reffraint  as  if  they  were  really 
in  a  puhlic-houfe,  and  to  pay  their 
iharc  of  the  reckoning.  Here  too, 
the  midnight  orgies  of  Bacchus 


were  often  celebrated,  with  the 
fame  noify  mirth  as  is  cuftomary  ia 
his  city  temples,  without  in  the 
lealt  dillurbing  the  repofe  of  the 
more  fober  part  of  the  family, 
Games  of  all  forts  were  allowed, 
but  under  fuch  retfriclions  as  to 
prevent  gambling  ;  and  fo  as  to 
anfwer  their  true  end,  that  ot  a- 
mufement,  without  injuring  the 

7  JO 

purfe  of  the  players.  There  were 
two  billiard-tables,  and  a  large 
bowling-green  ;  ample  provision 
was  made  for  all  fuch  as  delighted 
in  country  fports  ;  fifhing  tackle  of 
all  forts ;  variety  of  guns  with 
proper  ammunition  ;  a  pack  of  buck- 
hounds,  another  of  fox-hounds, 
and  another  of  harriers.  He  con- 
ltantly  kept  twenty  choice  hunters 
in  his  (tables  for  the  ufe  of  thofc 
who  were  not  properly  mounted 
for  the  chace.  It  may  be  thought 
that  his  income  was  not  fufticicnt 
to  fupport  fo  cxpenfive  an  eftabliih- 
ment ;  but  when  it  is  conlidered 
that  eight  thoufand  a  year  at  that 
time  was  fully  equal  to  double  that 
Ann  ar  prefent ;  that  his  large  dc- 
mefnc,  in  fomc  of  the  richert  foil 
of  Ireland,  ftirnifhed  the  houfe 
with  every  neccflary  except  gro- 
ceries and  wine ;  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  eaiily  practicable  if 
under  the  regulation  of  a  Ariel  trco- 
nomy  ;  of  which  no  man  was  a 
greater  mafer.  1  urn  told  hib  plan 
was  io  well  formed,  and  he  had 
inch  checks  upon  all  his  domclrics, 
that  it  was  impoiTibL*  there  could 
be  any  walic,  or  that  any  aniclc 
from  the  larder,  or  a  lingle  bottle 
of  wine  from  the  cellar  could  have 
been  purloined,  without  immediate 
detection.  'I  his  was  done  partly 
by  the  choice  of  fiithful  Rewards, 
;ind  clerks  of  approved  integrity  ; 
bur  chiefly  by  his  ou  ,i  fupcrintciu!- 
ance  of  the  whole,  r.r»  not  a  amy 
p.tiieJ  without  having  all  the  :u- 
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counts  of  the  preceding  one  laid 
before  him.    1  his  he  was  enabled 
to  do  by  his  earlv  rifing ;  and  the 
bulinef*  being  riniflicd  before  others 
were  out  of  their  beds,  he  always 
appeared  the  molt  difengaged  man 
in  the  houfe,  and  itemed  to  have 
as  little  concern  in  the  condnct  of 
it  as  any  of  the  guelts.    And  in- 
deed to  a  itrangcr  he  might  ealily 
pais  for  fuch,  as  he  made  it  a  point 
that  no  one  fliould  coniider  him  in 
the  light  of  mailer  of  the  houle, 
nor  pay  him  the  leail  civilities  on 
that  fcore  j   which  he  carried  to 
far,  that  he  foiuctimes  went  abroad 
without  giving  any  notice,  and 
ftaid    away    ieveral   days,  while 
things  went  on  as  ufual  at  home  ; 
and  on  his  return,  he  would  not 
allow  any  gratulations  to  be  made 
him,  nor  any  other  notice  to  be 
taken  of  him,  than  if  he  had  not 
been  abfent  during  that  time.  The 
arrangements  or  every  fort  were  fo 
prudently  made,  that  no  multipli- 
city of  guetls  or  tht  ir  dotnellics, 
ever  occaiioned  any  diforder,  and 
all  things  were  conducted  with  the 
fame  cafe  and  regularity  as  in  a 
private  family.     There  was  one 
point  which  fcemcd  of  great  diffi- 
culty, that  of  eliabliihing  certain 
iignals,    by  which   each  fcrvant 
might  know  when  he  was  fummon- 
ed  to  his  mailer's  apartment.  For 
this  purpoie  there  was  a  great  hall 
appropriated  to  their  uie,  where 
they  always  atTcmbled  when  they 
were  not  upon  duty.    Along  the 
wall  bells  were  ranged  in  order, 
one  to  each  apartment,  with  the 
number  of  the  chamber  marked 
over  it  ;  fo  that  when  any  one  of 
them  was  rung,  they  had  only  to 
turn  their  eyes  to  the  bell,  and  fee 
what  fcrvant  was  called.    He  was 
the  firlt  who  put  an  end  to  that 
inhofpitable  cullom  of  giving  vales 
to  f«rv4Qtsy  fcy  making  a  fuiiablc 


addition  to  their  wages ;  at  the 
fame  time  alluring  them,  that  if 
they  ever  took  any  afterwards,  they 
iho'uld  be  discharged  with  difgrace; 
and  to  prevent  temptation,  the 
guefls  were  informed  that  Mr.  Ma- 
thew  would  coniider  it  as  the  high- 
ett  atiront,  if  any  offer  of  that  fort 
were  made.  As  Swift  had  heard 
much  of  this  place  from  Dr.  She- 
ridan, who  had  been  often  a  wel- 
come gueil  there,  both  on  account 
of  his  companionable  qualities, 
and  as  being  preceptor  to  the  ne- 
phew of  Mr.  iMathew,  he  was  dc- 
lirous  of  feeing  with  his  own  eyes 
waethcr  the  report  of  it  were  true, 
whLh  he  could  not  help  thinking 
to  have  been  much  exaggerated. 
Upon  receiving  an  intimation  of 
this  from  Dr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Mat- 
thew wrote  a  polite  letter  to  the 
dean,  requeuing  the  honour  of  a 
viht,  in  company  with  the  doctor, 
on  his  next  fchool  vacation.  They 
fet  out  accordingly  on  horfeback, 
attended  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
a  near  relation  of  Mr.  Mathew, 
and  from  whom  I  received  the 
whole  of  the  following  account. 
They  had  fcarte  reached  the  inn 
where  they  were  to  pais  the  firft 
ni?ht,  and  which,  like  moit  of  the 
Irifh  inns  at  that  time,  afforded 
but  miferable  entertainment,  when 
a  coach  and  fix  horfes  arrived, 
tent  to  convey  them  the  remainder 
of  tmir  journey  to  Thomas-town  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  bringing  ilore 
of  the  choicell  viands,  wine,  and 
other  liquors  for  their  rcfreihment. 
Swift  was  highly  pleafed  with  this 
uncommon  mark  of  attention  paid 
him,  and  the  circumliancc  of  the 
coach  proved  particularly  agree- 
able, as  he  had  been  a  good  deal 
farigued  with  his  day's  journey. 
When  they  came  within  light  of 
the  houfe,  the  dean,  aftoniihed  at 
its  magnitude,  cried  out,  44  What, 

ia 
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in  the  name  of  God  can  be  the  ufe    at  his  abfence,  as  his  very  name 
of  fuch  a  v*ft  building  ?"  ««  Why,    ufually  infpired  thofe  who  did  not 
Mr.  Dean,"  replied  their  fellow-    know  him  with  awe,    and  they 
traveller  before-mentioned,  '*  there    were  afraid  his  prefence  would  put 
are  no  lefs  than  forty  apartments    an  end  to  rhat  cafe  and  cheerful- 
tor  gucfts  in  that  houfe,  and  all  of   nefs  which  reigned  among  them, 
them  probably  occupied  at    this    On  the  fourth  day,  Swift  entered 
time,  except  what  are  referred  for    the  room  where  the  company  were 
us."    Swift,  in  his  ufual  manner,    aftembled  before  dinner,  and  ad- 
called  out  to  the  coachman  to  flop,  -drafted  Mr.  Mathew  in  one  of  che 
and  bade  him  turn  about,  and  drive    finelt  complimental  fpeeches  that 
him  back  to  Dublin,  for  he  could   ever  was  made  ;  in  which  he  expa- 
not  think  of  mixing  with  fuch  a.  tiatcd  on  all  the  beauties  of  his 
croud.    "  Well,"  (aid  he,  after-   improvements,  with  the  (kill  of  an 
wards  fuddenly,  41  theje  is  no  re-    artirt,  and  talte  of  a  connoiffeur. 
raedy,  I  *«uft  lubmit ;  but  I  have    He  (hewed  that  he  had  a  full  com- 
loft  a  fortnight  of  my  life."    Mr.    prehenfion  of  the  whole  of  the 
Mathew  received  him  at  the  door    plan,  and  of  the  judicious  adap- 
with  uncommon  marks  of  refpeel ;    tion  of  the  parts  to  the  whole,  and 
and  then  conducting  him  to  his    pointed  out  feveral  articles  which 
apartment,  after  fome  compliments,    had  cfcaped  general  obfervation. 
made  him  his  ufual  fpeech  ;  ac-    Such  an  addrefs,  from  a  man  of 
quainting  him  with  the  cuitoms  of  Swift's  character,  could  not  fail  of 
the  hou(e,  and  retired,  leaving  him    being  plealing  to  the  owner,  who 
in  poffeffion  of  his  calllc.    Soon    was  at  the  fame  time  the  planner 
after  the  cook  appeared  with  his    of  thefe  improvements  ;   and  fo 
bill  of  fare,  to  receive  his  direc-    fine  an  eulogium  from  one  who 
tions  about  fupper,  and  the  butler    was  fuppofed  to  deal  more  in  fatyr 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  lift  of  wines    than  panegyric,  was  likely  to  re- 
am! other  liquors,    **  And  is  all    move  the  "prejudice  entertained  a* 
this  really  fo,"  faid  Swift  ?  **  and    gainft  his  character,  and  prepoflcft 
may  I  command  here  as  in  my  own    the  reft  of  the  company  in  his 
houfe  ?"  The  gentleman  before-   favour.    He  concluded  htsW^rech, 
mentioned  allured  him  he  might,    by  faying,  "  And  now,  ladies  and 
and  that  nothing  could  be  more   gentlemen,  I  am  come  to  live  a- 
agrecable  to  the  owner  of  that    mong  you,  and  it  (hall  be  no  fault 
manfion,  than  that  all  under  his   of  mine  if  we  do  not  pafs  our  time 
roof  Ihould  live  conformably  to    agreeably.    After  dinner,  being  in 
their  own  inclinations,  without  the    high  fpirits,    he  cnterrained  the 
lead  reftraint.      u  Well,  then,"    company  with  various  plcafantrics : 
faid  Swift,  *'  I  invite  you  and  Dr.    Doctor  Sheridan  and  he  played  ia- 
Sheridan  to  be  my  guclls  while  I    to   one   another*s    hands ;  they 
flay,  for  I  think  1  (hall  hardly  be   joked,  they  punned,  they  laughed* 
tempted  to  mix  with  the  mob  be-    and  a  general  gaiety  was  diffufed 
low."    Three  days  were  pafled  in    through  the  whole  company.  In 
riding  over  the  demefne,  and  view-    a  ihort  time  all  conftraint  on  his 
ing  the  feveral  improvements,  with-    account  dilappcarvd.    He  entered 
out  ever  feeing  Mr.  Mathew,  or    readily  into  all  their  little  fchemes 
any  of  his  guefts  ;  nor  were  the    of  promoting  mirth,  and  every  day, 
company  below  much  concerned   with  the  ailifiance  of  his  coadjutor, 
a  pro. 
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produced  fome  new  one,  which  through  his  rule  of  never  folicit- 

afforded  a  good  deal  of  fport  and  ing  the  (lay  of  any  gueft,  (it  being 

merriment.    Never  were  luch  joy-  the  eftablimcd  cultom  of  the  houlc 

ous  fecnes  known  there  before ;  that   all  might  depart  whenever 

for,  when  to  eafe  and  chcerfulnefs,  they  thought  proper,  without  any 

there  is  fuperadded,  at  times,  the  ceremony  of  leave-taking)  by  join- 

higher  zeft  of  gay  wit,  lively  fancy,  ing  in  the  requeft.    Swift  found 

and  droll  humour,  nothing  can  be  himfelf  fo  happy  in  his  fituation 
wanting  to  the  perfection  of  the  fo-  *  there,  that  he  readily  yielded  to 

cial  pleafures  of  life.  When  the  time  their  folicitations,  and  inftead  of 

came  which  obliged  Dr.  Sheridan  to  the  fortnight  which  he  had  origin 

return  to  his  fchool,  the  company  nally  intended,  patted  four  months 

were  fo  delighted  with  the  dean,  that  there  much  to  his  own  fafisfaction, 

they  earncftly  intreatcd  him  to  re-  and  that  of  all  thofe  who  vihted 

main  there  fome  time  longer  ;  and  the  place  during  that  time. 
Mr.  Mathew  himfcli  for  once  broke 
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[From  Sir  William  Jones's  "  Difcourfe  delivered  at  Calcutta,  on  die 
Inftitution  of  a  Society  for  enquiring  into  the  Hiftory,  Civil  and 
Natural,  the  Antiquities,  Arts,  Sciences,  and  Literature  of  Alia."J 

•«    A  Lthough  it  is  my  humble  mits  of  Alia ;  fo  that,  countering 

^\  opinion  that,  in  order  to  Hindoftan  as  a  centre,  and  turning 

enfure  our  fuccefs  and  permanence,  your  eyes  in  idea  to  the  north, 

we  mull  keep  a  middle  courfe  be-  you  have  on  your  right  many  inv 

tween  a  languid  remiflhefs  and  an  portant  kingdoms  in  the  eaftern 

over-zealous  activity — and  that  the  peninfula    the  ancient  and  won- 

tree,  which  you  have  aufpicioufly  derful  empire  of  China,  with  all 

planted,  will  produce  fairer  blol-  her  Tartarian  dependencies;  and 

foms  and  more  exquifite  fruit,  if  that  of  Japan,   with    the  cluf* 

it  be  not  at  firlt  expofed  to  too  great  ter  of  precious  iflands,  in  which 

a  glare  of  funftiine — yet  1  take  the  many  lingular  curiolities  have  too 

liberty  of  fubmitting  to  your  con-  long  been  concealed.    Before  you 

fideration  a  few  general  ideas  on  lies  that  prodtgions  chain  of  moun* 

the  plan  of  our  fociety  ;  alluring  tains,  which   formerly,  perhaps, 

you  that,  whether  you  reject  or  were  a  barrier  againft  the  violence 

approve  them,  your  correction  will  of  the  fea ;  and  beyond  them,  the 

give  me  both  pleafure  and  inflruc-  very  interefting  country  of  Tibet, 

tion,  as  your  flattering  attentions  and  the  vaft  regions  of  Tartary, 

have  already  .conferred  on  me  the  from  which,  as  from  the  Trojan 

fcigheft  honour.  horfe  of  the  poets,  have  iffued  fo 

44  It  is  your  defign,  I  conceive,  many  confummate  warriors,  whofe 

to  take  an  ample  fpacc  for  your  domain  has  extended  at  lead  from 

learned   inveftigations,   bounding  the  banks  of  the  Hiftus  to  the 

them  only  by  the  geographical  li-  mouths  of  the  Ganges.   On  your 

left 
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left  are  the  beautiful  and  celebrat- 
ed provinces  of  Iran  or  I'crfia  ; 
the  onmeafurcd,  and  perhaps  un- 
meafurable,  dclerts  of  Arabia  ; 
and  the  once  flouriftiing  kingdom 
of  Yemen,  with  the  pleafant  ilie* 
that  the  Arabs  have  fubdued  or  co- 
lonized :  and  farther  welVward, 
the  Aliatic  dominions  of  the  Turk- 
ifh  fultans,  whofe  moon  fcems  ap- 
proaching rapidly  to  its  wane.  By 
this  great  circumference  the  field 
of  your  ufeful  rcfearches  will  be 
inclofed  :  but  lincc  Egypt  had  un- 
quellionably  an  old  connection  with 
this  country*  if  not  with  China — 
fince  the  language  and  literature 
of  the  Abyifinians  bear  a  manifcll 
affinity  to  thole  of  Alia — fince  the 
Arabian  arms  prevailed  along  the 
African  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  even  erected  a  powerful  dynafty 
on  the  continent  of  Europe— you 
may  not  be  difplcafed  occalionally 
to  "follow  the  it  ream  of  Aliatic 
learning  a  little  beyond  its  natural 
boundary  :  and  if  it  be  ncceflliry 
or  convenient  that  a  fiiort  name  or 
epithet  be  given  to  our  Ibciety,  in 
order  to  diltinguilh  it  in  the  world, 
that  of  Aliatic  appears  both  clalfical 
and  proper,  whether  we  conlider 
the  place  or  the  object  of  the  in- 
Hitution  ;  and  preferable  to  Ori- 
ental, which  is  in  truih  a  word 
merely  relative,  and  though  com- 
monly ufed  in  Europe,  conveys  no 
very  diltinct  idea. 

*«  If  now  it  be  aflced,  What  are 
the  intended  object*  of  our  enqui- 
ries within  thci'c  fpacious  limits  ? 
we  anfwer,  man  and  nature — 
whatever  is  performed  by  the  one, 
or  produced  by  the  other.  Hunun 
knowledge  has  been  elegantly  ana- 
Kfed  according  to  the  three  great 
faculties  of  the  mind,  memory, 
rcafon,  and  imagination  ;  which 
we  cmfrantly  find  employed  in  ar- 
ranging and  retaining,  comparing 


and  diftinguiftiing,  combining  and 
divcrfifying  the  ideas,  which  we 
receive  through  our  fenles,  or  ac- 
quire by  reflection :  hence  the 
three  main  branches  of  learning 
are,  hiltory,  fcience,  and  an.  The 
firlt  comprehends  cither  an  account 
of  natural  productions,  or  the  ge- 
nuine records  of  empires  and  itates : 
the  fecond  embraces  the  whole  cir- 
cle of  pure  and  mixed  mathematics, 
together  with  ethics  and  law,  as 
far  as  they  depend  on  the  reafoning 
faculty  :  and  the  third  includes  all 
the  beauties  of  imagery,  and  the 
charms  of  invention,  difplayed  in 
modulated  language,  or  rcprefent- 
ed  by  colour,  figure,  or  found. 

«*  Agreeably  to  this  analyfis, 
you  will  investigate  whatever  is 
rare  in  the  ftupendous  fabric  of  na- 
ture— will  correct  the  geography 
of  Afia  by  new  obfervations  and 
difcoveries — will  trace  the  annals 
and  even  traditions  of  thofe  na- 
tions, who  from  time  to  time  have 
peopled  or  defolated  it — and  will 
bring  to  light  their  various  forms 
of  government,  with  their  inltifu- 
tions  civil  and  religious  :  you  will 
examine  their  improvements  and 
methods  in  arithmetic  and  geome- 
try—in trigonometry,  menfura- 
tion,  mechanics,  optics,  agrono- 
my, and  general  phyfics  ;  their 
fyftcms  of  morality,  grammar,  rhe- 
toric and  dialectic  ;  their  Ikill  in 
chirurgcry  and  medicine  ;  and  their 
advancement,  whatever  it  may  he, 
in  anatomy  and  chymirtry.  To 
this  you  will  add  refearches  into 
their  agriculture,  manufactures, 
trade ;  and,  whilit  you  enquire 
with  plcafurc  into  their  mufic,  ar- 
chitecture, painting,  and  poetry, 
will  not  neglect  thofe  inferior  arts, 
by  which  the  comforts  and  even 
elegancies  of  focial  life  are  fupplied 
or  improved.- — You  may  obferve 
that  I  have  omitted  their  language, 
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the  diverfirv  and  difficulty  of  which  and  Arabic,  could  he  added  not 

arc  a  fad  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  only  the  Samfcrit,  the  treafures  of 

ufcful    knowledge.     But  I  have  which  we  may  now  hope  to  fee 

ever  confidered  languages  as  the  unlocked— but  even  the  Chinefe, 

mere  inflruments  of  real  learning,  Tartarian,  Japanefe,  and  the  va- 

and  think  them  improperly  con-  rious  infular  dialects,  an  immenfe 

founded  with  learning  itfclf :  the  mine  would  then  be  open,  in  which 

attainment  of  them  is,  however,  we  might  labour  with  equal  delight 

indifpenfably  neceflury  ;  and  if  to  and  advantage." 
the  Perfian,   Armenian,  Turkifli, 


The  ADVANTAGES  of  a  TASTE  for  the  BEAUTIES  of  NATURE. 
[From  Dr.  Percival's  "  Moral  and  Literary  Differtations/'J 


THAT  fenfibiiity  to  beauty, 
which  when  cultivated 
and  improved,  we  term  taftc,  is 
univerfally  diffufed  through%he 
human  fpecies  :  and  it  is  moll  uni- 
form with  refpeet  to  thole  objects, 
which,  being  out  of  our  power, 
are  not  liable  to  variation,  from 
accident,  caprice,  or  fafhion.  The 
verdant  lawn,  the  fliady  grove, 
the  variegated  landfcape,  the  bound- 
lefs  ocean,  and  the  llarry  firma- 
ment, are  contemplated  with  plea- 
fure  by  every  attentive  beholder. 
But  the  emotions  of  different  fpec- 
tators,  though  fimilar  in  kind,  dif- 
fer widely  in  degree  :  and  to  rclifli, 
with  full  delight,  the  enchanting 
fcenes  of  nature,  the  mind  muft  be 
uncorruptcd  by  avarice,  fenlual- 
ity,  or  ambition  ;  quick  in  her 
fenfibilities  ;  elevated  in  her  fenti- 
ments ;  and  devout  in  her  affec- 
tions. He,  who  poflefles  fuch  ex- 
alted power3  of  perception  and  en- 
joyment, may  alinoft  fay,  with  the 
poet, 

"  I  ca«-e  not,  Portune!  what  you  me 
deny  ; 

Ynu  cannot  rob  me  of  free  Nature '1  fcracc; 
You  cannot  fhut  the  windows  of  the  Iky, 
Through  which  Aurora  flicwi  heir  bright- 
ening face ; 


You  cannot  bar  my  conftant  feet  to  trace 
The  wt>od»  and"  lawns,  by  living  ftrcam, 
at  eve  : 

Let  health  my  nerves  and  Goer  fibro* 
brace, 

And  I  their  toy* to  the  great  children  \ 
leave : 

Of  fancy,  reafon,  virtue,  nought  can  roe 
bereave." 

u  Perhaps  fuch  ardent  enthu- 
fiafm  may  not  be  compatible  with 
the  neccllary  toils,  and  active  of- 
fices, which  Providence  has  align- 
ed to  the  generality  of  men.  But 
there  are  none,  to  whom  fomc  por- 
tion of  it  may  not  prove  advanta- 
geous ;  and  if  it  were  cheriihed, 
by  each  individual,  in  that  degree 
which  is  confident  with  the  indif- 
penfable  duties  of  his  Itation,  the 
felicity  of  human  life  would  be 
conliderably  augmented.  From 
this  fource,  the  refined  and  vivid 
pleafures  of  the  imagination  arc 
almoit  entirely  derived  :  and  thr 
elegant  arts  owe  their  choiccfl 
beauties  to  a  tatle  for  the  contem- 
plation of  nature.  Painting  and 
fculpture  are  exprefs  imitations  of 
vifible  objc&s  :  and  where  would 
be  the  charms  of  poetry,  if  divert- 
ed of  the  imagery  and'embellilh- 
ments,  which  (he  borrows  from 
rural  fcenes  ?  Painters,  itatuarics, 
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and  poets,  therefore,  are  always 
ambitious  to  acknowledge  them- 
fclves  the  pupils  of  nature ;  and 
as  their  Ikill  increafes,  thcv  grow 
more  and  more  delighted  with  every 
view  of  the  animal  and  vegetable 
world.  But  the  pleafure  resulting 
from  admiration  is  tranfient ;  and 
to  cultivate  tatte,  without  regard 
to  its  influence  on  the  paflions  and 
affections,  "  is  to  rear  a  tree  for 
hs  blofloms,  which  is  capable  of 
yielding  the  richelr,  and"  moft  va- 
luable fruit."  Phyfical  and  moral 
beauty  bear  (b  intimate  a  relation 
to  each  other,  that  they  may  be 
confidcred  as  different  gradations 
in  the  fcale  of  excellence  :  and  the 
knowledge  and  relifli  of  the  for- 
mer, mould  be  deemed  only  a  ilep 
to  the  nobler  and  more  permanent 
enjoyments  of  the  latter. 

««  Whoever  has  vifitcd  the  Lea- 
fowes,  in  Warwickfliire,  mud  have 
felt  the  force  and  propriety  of  an 
inscription,  which  meets  the  eye, 
at  the  entrance  into  thofe  delight- 
ful grounds. 

Would  yoq  then  tafte  the  tranquil 
fcene  ? 

Be  fire  your  boform  be  fcrcne  ; 
Devoid  of  hate,  devo:d  of  ftrife, 
Devoid  of  all  that  poifona  life  : 
Autl  much  it  *vai!s  you,  in  their  place 
To  graft  the  love  of  human  race." 

«*  Now  fuch  fcencs  contribute 
powerfully  to  infpire  that  fercniry, 
which  is  necefiary  to  enjoy,  and  to 
heighten  their  beauties.  By  a  fe- 
rret contagion,  the  foul  catches 
^he  harmony,  which  file  contem- 
plates ;  and  the  frame  within,  affi- 
milatcs  itfelf  to  that  which  is  with- 
out. For, 

"  Who  can  forbear  to  froile  with  Na- 
ture? Can 
The  ftormy  paffiont  in  the  bod»«n  roll, 
While  every  gale  is  peace,   and  every 

U  melody  V 


"  In  this  ftate  of  fweet  compo- 
fure,  we  become  fufceptible  of  vir- 
tuous impreffions,  from  almoft  every 
furrounding  object.  The  patient 
ox  is  viewed  with  generous  com- 
placency ;  the  guilelefi  flieep,  with 
pity ;  and  the  playful  lamb  raifes 
emotions  of  tendernefs  and  love. 
We  rejoice  with  the  horfe,  in  his 
liberty  and  exemption  from  toil, 
while  he  ranges  at  large  through 
enamelled  patlures  ;  and  the  frolics 
of  the  colt  would  afford  unmixed 
delight,  did  we  not  recollect  the 
bondage,  which  he  is  foon  to  un- 
dergo. We  are  charmed  with  the 
fong  of  birds,  foothed  with  the 
buzz  of  infects,  and  pleafed  with 
the  fportive  motions  of  fillies,  be- 
caufe  thefe  are  expreffions  of  en- 
joyment ;  and  we  exult  in  the  feli- 
city of  the  whole  animated  crea- 
tion. Thus  an  equal  and  exten- 
five  benevolence  is  called  forth  in- 
to exertion  ;  and  having  felt  a  com- 
mon interett  in  the  gratifications  of 
inferior  beings,  we  mall  be  no  lon- 
ger indifferent  to  their  fufferings, 
or  become  wantonly  inftrumentnl 
in  producing  them. 

41  It  feems  to  be  the  intention 
of  Providence,  that  the  lower  or- 
der of  animals  mould  be  fubfef- 
vient  to  the  comfort,  convenience*, 
and  fufttnance  of  man.  But  his 
right  of  dominion  extends  no  far- 
ther ;  and  if  this  right  be  exer- 
cifed  with  mildnefs,  humanity,  and 
jufticc,  the  fubjecis  of  his  power 
will  be  no  lefs  benefited  than  him- 
fclf.  For  various  fpecies  of  living 
creatures  are  annually  multiplied 
by  human  art,  improved  in  their 
perceptive  powers  by  human  cul- 
ture, and  plentifully  fed  by  human 
induftry.  The  relation,  therefore, 
is  reciprocal,  between  fuch  ani- 
mals and  man ;  and  he  may  fup- 
ply  his  own  wants  bv  the  ufe  of 
their  labour,  the  produce  of  their 

bodies, 
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bodies,  and  even  the  facrifice  of 
their  lives  ;  whiltt  he  «o-operates 
with  all-gracious  heaven,  iu  pro- 
moting happinefs,  the  great  end  of 
exigence. 

«*  But  though  it  be  true,  that 
partial  evil,  with  refpect  to  dif- 
ferent orders  of  fenlitive*  beings, 
may  be  univerfal  good  ;  and  that 
it  is  a  wife  and  benevoient  in'.itu- 
tion  of  nature,  to  make  dedruction 
itfelf,  within  certain  limitations, 
the  caufe  of  an  increale  of  life 
and  enjoyment ;  yet  a  generous 
pcrfon  will  extend  his  companion- 
ate regards  to  every  individual, 
that  fuftcrs  for  his  fake  :  and,  whillt 
he  fighs 

**  Ev'n  for  the  kid,  or  lamb,  that  pours 

iU  life 

Bcr.eaih  the  bloody  knife 

he  will  naturally  be  folicitous  to 
mitigate  pain,  both  in  duration  and 
degree,  by  the  gentlelt  mode*  of 
iuHi<5ting  it. 

"  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  how- 
ever, that  this  fenfe  of  humanity 
would  foon  be  obliterated,  and  that 
the  heart  would  grow  callous  to 
every  foft  impreffion,  were  it  not 
for  the  benignant  influence  of  the 
fmiling  face  of  nature.  I  he  count 
de  La u run,  when  imprifoned  by 
Louis  X i  V.  in  the  cattle  of  Pig- 
nerol,  amufed  himfelf,  during  a 
l<*ng  period  of  time,  with  catching 
flies,  and  delivering  them  to  be  de- 
voured by  a  rapacious  f'pider.  Such 
an  entertainment  was  equally  lin- 
gular and  cruel ;  and  incontinent, 
1  believe,  with  his  former  charac- 
ter, and  fubfeciuent  turn  of  mind. 
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But  his  cell  had  no  window ;  and 
received  only  a  glimmering  light, 
from  an  aperture  in  the  roof.  In 
lefs  unfavourable  circumstances, 
may  we  not  prcfume,  that  inucad 
of  fporting  with  mifery,  he  would 
have  releafed  the  agonifing  tiies  ; 
and  bid  them  enjoy  that  freedom, 
of  which  he  himfcit  was  bereaved  ? 

44  But  the  talle  for  natural  beau- 
ty is  fubfervient  to  higher  pur- 
pofes  than  thofe  which  have  been 
enumerated :  and  the  cu»tivation 
of  it  not  only  re?..tc«  and  huina- 
ni'c;,  but  dignifies  and  exalts  the 
afte  -ions.  It  elev.ucs  them  10  the 
admiration  and  love  of  that  Being, 
who  is  the  author  of  all  that  is 
fair,  f;:blim-t  ind  good  in  the 
creation.  Scepticiim  and  irreligion 
arc  hardly  compatible  with  the 
fenfibilitv  of  heart,  which  arifes 
from  a  jurt  and  lively  relifli  of  the 
wifdom,  harmony,  and  order  fub- 
filling  in  the  Wu; id  around  us  : 
and  emotions  of  piety  mud  fpring 
up  f;  ontaneoui  y  in  the  bofom, 
that  is  in  unifon  with  all  animated 
nature.  Actuated  by  this  divine 
infpiration,  man  finds  a  fane  in 
every  grove  :  and  glowing  with 
devout  fervour,  he  joins  his  fong 
to  the  univerfal  chorus  ;  or  mufes 
the  praife  of  the  Almighty,  in 
more  expreffive  filencc.  Thua 
they 

"  Whom  Nature's  works  can  charm, 

with  God  himfelf 
Hold  tonverfe;  grow  familiar,  day  by 

With  hi»  conceptioni ;  %&  upon  his  plan  j 
Aad  form  to  hi*,  the  reldh  of  their  fouU.** 
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'SUMMARY  VIEW  of  OMAl's  CONDUCT  and  CHARACTER. 
[From  Captain  Cook's  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 3 


*'  /^VN  the  fecond  of  November, 
\J  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  I 
took  the  advantage  of  a  breeze, 
which  then  fprang^up  at  Eaft,  and 
/ailed  out  of  the  harbour.  Moft 
of  our  friends  remained  on  board 
till  the  fhijjs  were  under  fail,  when, 
to  gratify  their  curiofity,  I  ordered 
Jive  guns  to  be  fired.  They  then 
all  took  their  leave,  except  Omai, 
who  remained  till  we  were  at  fea. 
We  had  come  to  fail  by  a  hawfer 
fattened  to  the  fiiore.  In  carting 
the  fliip,  it  parted,  being  cut  by 
the  rocks,  and  the  outer  end  was 
left  behind  ;  as  thofe  who  call  it 
oft",  did  not  perceive  that  it  was 
broken  ;  fo  that  it  became  neceflarv 
to  fend  a  boat  to  bring  it  on  board. 
In  this  boat  Oinai  went  afhore,  af- 
ter taking  a  very  affectionate  fare- 
well of  all  the  officers.  He  fuftain- 
ed  himfclf  with  a  manly  refolution, 
till  he  came  to  me.  Then  his  ut- 
raoft  effort.*  to  conceal  his  tears 
failed  ;  and  Mr.  King,  who  went 
in  the  boar,  told  me,  that  he  wept 
all  the  time  in  going  afliore. 

44  It  was  no  fmall  fatisfaction  to 
reflect,  that  we  had  brought  him 
fafe  back  to  the  very  fpot  from 
which  he  was  taken.  And  yet, 
inch  is  thcilransrc  nature  of  human 
aftairs,  that  it  is  probable  we  left 
him  in  a  lefs  .delirablc  iituation 
than  he  was  in  before  his  connexion 
with  us.  I  do  not,  by  this,  mean, 
that,  becaufc  he  has  tailed  the 
Tweets  of  civilized  life,  he  mull 
become  more  mlfcrablc  from  being 
obliged  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of 
continuing  thcin.  I  confine  myfelf 
to  this  fingle  d  fagrecablc  circum- 
ftance,  that  the  advantages  he  re- 
ceived from  us  have  placed  him  in 


a  more  hazardous  iituation,  with 
refpeel  to  his  perfonal  fafcty.  Omai, 
from  being  much  careiTed  in  Eng- 
land, loft  fight  of  his  original 
condition ;  and  never  confidercdin 
what  manner  his  acquifitions,  ei- 
ther of  knowledge  or  of  riches, 
would  be  clUmated  by  his  coun- 
trymen, at  his  return  ;  which  were 
the  only  things  he  could  have  to 
recommend  him  to  them  now  more 
than  before,  and  on  which  he  could 
build  cither  his  future  greatnefs  or 
happinefs.  He  feemed  even  to  have 
initlaken  their  genius  in  this  re- 
fpecl ;  and,  in  lbmc  meafure,  to 
have  forgotten  their  cuftoms  ; 
otherwife  he  mud  have  known  the 
extreme  difficulty  there  would  be 
in  getting  himfelf  admitted  as  a 
perfon  of  rank,  where  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  inftance  of  a  man's 
being  raifed  from  an  inferior  Na- 
tion by  the  greateft  merit.  Rank 
Teems  to  be  the  very  foundation  of 
all  dilVmftion  here,  and  of  its  at- 
tendant, power ;  and  fo  pertina- 
ciouflv,  or  rather  blindly  adhered 
to,  that,  urriefs  a  pcrlbn  has  fomc 
degree  of  it,  he  will  certainly  b» 
defpifed  and  hated,  if  he  aflumes 
the  appearance  of  exercifing  any 
authority.  This  was  really  the 
cafe,  in  fome  meafure,  with  Omai, 
though  his  countrymen  were  pretty 
cautious  of  exprelung  their  Tene- 
ments while  we  remained  among  It 
them.  Had  he  made  a  proper  ufe 
of  the  prefents  he  brought  with 
him  from  England,  this,  with  the 
knowledge  he  had  acquired  by  tra- 
velling fo  far,  miirht  have  enabled 
him  to  form  the  moft  ufeful  con- 
nexions. But  we  have  giver*  to» 
many  inftances,  in  the  courfe  of 
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Our  narrative,  of  his  childifh  in-  in  my  journal,  he  would  fain  have 
attention  to  this  obvious  means  of  Haiti  behind  at  Tongataboo,  under 
advancing  his  intereft.  His  fc hemes  Feenou's  protection.  At  thefe  iilandi 
feemed  to  be  of  a  higher,  though  he  fquandered  away  much  of  hit 
ridiculous  nature ;  indeed,  I  might  European  treafurc  very  unnoceiTa- 
fay,  meaner ;  for  revenge,  rather  rily ;  and  he  was  equally  irrrpru* 
than  a  detire  of  becoming  great,  dent,  as  I  alfo  took  notice  of  above* 
appeared  to  actuate  him  from  the  at  Tiaraboo,  where  he  could  have 
beginning.     This,  however,  may  no  view  of  making  friends,  as  ho 
be  excufed,  if  we  confider  that  it  had  not  any  intention  of  remain- 
is  common  to  his  countrymen.  His  ing  there.    At  Matavai  he  conti- 
father  was,  doubtlefs,  a  man  of  nucd  the  fame  inconfiderate  beha* 
confidcrable  property  in  Ulictea,  viour,  till  I  abfolutcly  put  a  flop 
when  that  ifland  was  conquered  by  to  his  profufion  ;  and  he  formed 
thofe  of  Bolabola ;  and,  with  many  fuch  improper  connections  there, 
others,  fought  refuge  in  Huahcinc,  that  Otoo,  who  was,  at  firft,  much 
where  he  died,  and  left  Omai,  with  difpofed  to  countenance  him,  af- 
fome  other  children,  who,  by  that  terward  openly  exprehed  his  dif- 
means,  became  totally  dependent,  like  of  him,  on  account  of  his 
In  this  fituntion  he  was  taken  up  conduct.    It  was  not,  however, 
by  Captain  Furneaux,  and  carried  too  late  to  recover  his  favour ;  and 
to  England.    Whether  he  really  he  might  have  fettled,  to  great  ad- 
expected,  from  his  treatment  there,  vantage,  in  Otaheitc,  as  he  had 
flitt  any  affiftance  would  be  ^iven  formerly  lived  levcral  years  there, 
him  againft  the  enemies  of  his  fa-  and  was  now  a  good  deal  noticed 
ther  and  his  country ;  or  whether  by  Towha,   whofe  valuable  pre- 
he  imagined  -that  his  own  pcrfonal  fent,  of  a  very  large  double  canoe,, 
courage,  and  fupcriority  of  know-  we  have  feen  above.    The  objec- 
ledge,  would  be  fufficient  to  dif-  tion  to  admitting:  htm  to  fome  rank 
jioflefs  the  conquerors  of  Ulietca,  would  have  alfo  been  much  leflen- 
is  uncertain  ;  but  from  the  begin-  ed,  if  he  had  fixed  at  Otahcite  ;  as 
ning  of  the  voyage,  this  was  his  a  native  will  always  find  it  more 
conftant  theme.    He  would  not  difficult  to  accomplifh  fuch  a  change 
Htren  to  our  remonfl ranees  on  fo  of  ttatc  amonrrlt  his  countrymen, 
wild  a  determination  ;  but  flew  into  than  a   Granger,  who  naturally 
a  paffion,  if  more  moderate  and  claims  refpect.    But  Omai  remain- 
reafonable  counfcls  were  propofed  cd  undetermined  to  the  lad,  and 
for  his  advantage.    Nay,  fo  infa-  would  not,  I  believe,  have  ad6pted 
tuated  and  attached  to  his  favourite  my  plan  of  fetrlemcnt  in  Huahcine, 
fcheme  was  he,  that  he  affected  to  if  i  had  not  fo  explicitly  rcfufed  to 
believe   thefe  people  would  cer-  employ  force  in  rclroring  him  to  his 
tainly  quit  the  conquered  illand,  as  father's  pofleflions.    Whether  the 
foon  as  they  fliould  hear  of  his  ar-  remains  of  his  European  wealth, 
rival  in  Otahelte.    As  tye  advanc-  which,  after  all  his  improvident 
ed,  however,  on  our  voyage,  he  watte,  was  flill  confidcrable,  will 
became  more  fenfible  of  his  error;  be  more  prudently  adminiuered  by 
and,  by  the  time  we  reached  the  him,  or  whether  the  ficps  I  took. 
Friendly  Iflands,  had  even  fuch  as  already  explained,  to  infure  him, 
apprchenfions  of  his  reception  at  protection  in  Huahcinc,  fhall  have 
home,  that,  as  I  have  mentioned  proved  effectual,  mull  be  left  to  the 

iV  z  decilion 


Digitized  by  Google 


po6]     VIEW  of  OMAI's  CONDUCT  and  CHARACTER 


decifion  of  future  navigators  of 
this  ocean,  wirh  whom  it  cannot 
but  be  a  principal  object  of  curic- 
fity  to  trace  the  future  fortunes  of 
our  traveller.  At  prefent,  I  can 
only  conjecture,  that  his  greateft 
danger  will  arife  from  the  *ery  im- 
politic declarations  of  his  antipathy 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Bolabola.  For 
thefe  people,  from  a  principle  of 
jealouly,  will,  no  doubt,  endea- 
vour to  render  him  obnoxious  to 
thofe  of  Huaheinc  ;  as  they  are  at 
peace  with  that  ifland  at  prefent, 
and  may  eafily  effect  their  dcligns, 
many  of  them  living  there.  This 
is  a  circumftance,  which,  of  all 
others,  he  might  the  moll  eafily 
have  avoided.  For  they  were  not 
only  tree  from  any  averlion  to  him, 
but  the  perfon  mentioned  before, 
whom  wc  found  at  Tiaraboo  as  an 
ainbafludor,  prieft,  or  God,  abfo- 
lutely  offered  to  reinflate  him  in 
the  property  that  was  formerly  his 
father's.  But  he  refufed  this  pe- 
remptorily ;  and,  to  the  very  laft, 
continued  determined  to  take  the 
firft  opportunity  that  offered  of  fa- 
tisfying  his  revenge  in  battle.  To 
this  I  guefs  he  is  not  a  little  fpurrcd 
by  the  coat  of  mail  he  brought 
from  Ingland,  clothed  in  which, 
and  in  pofTelEon  of  fome  fire-arms, 
he  fancies  that  he  fliall  be  invin- 
cible. 

"  Whatever  faults  belonged  to 
Omai's  character,  they  were  more 
than  overbalanced  by  his  great 
good-nature  and  docile  difpofition. 
During  the  whole  time  he  was  with 
me,  .1  very  fcldom  had  reafon  to 
be  ferioufly  difpleafed  with  his  ge- 
neral conduct.  His  grateful  heart 
always  retained  the  higheft  fenfe  of 
the  favours  he  had  received  in 
England  ;  nor  will  he  ever  forget 
thofe  who  honoured  him  with  their 


protection  and  friendfliip,  during 
his  lray  there.    He  had  a  tolerable 
fhare  of  underftanding,  but  wanted 
application  and   perleverance  to 
exert  it ;  fo  that  his  know  lege  of 
things  was  very  general,  and,  in 
many  inftanccs,  imperfect.  He  was- 
not  a  man  of  much  obfervation. 
There  were  many  ufeful  arts,  as 
well  as  elegant  amufements,amonglt 
the  people  of  the  Friendly  1  (lands* 
which  he  might  have  conveyed  to 
his   own,  where-  they  probably 
would  have  been  readily  adopted, 
as  being  fo  much  in  their  own 
way.    But  I  never  found  that  he 
ufed  the  lead  endeavour  to  make 
himfeif  maftcr  of  any  one.  This 
kind  of  indifference  is,  indeed,  the 
characterise  foible  of  his  nation. 
Europeans  have  vifited  them,  at 
times,  for  thefe  ten  years  pat* ;  vet 
wc  could  not  difcovcr  the  lligh'telk 
trace  of  any  attempt  to  profit 
this  intercourse ;  nor  have  they 
hitherto  copied  after  us  in  any  one 
thing.    We  are  not,  therefore,  to 
expect  that  Omai  will  be  able  to  in- 
troduce many  of  our  arts  and  cus- 
toms amongtl  them,  or  much  im- 
prove thofe  to  which  they  luve 
been  long  habituated.    I  am  con- 
fident, however,  that  he  will  en- 
deavour to  bring  to  perfection  the 
various  fruits  and  vegetables  we 
planted,  which  will  be  no  fmall 
acauifition.    But  the  greateft  be- 
nefit thefe  iflands  are  likely  to  re- 
ceive from  Omai's  travels,  will  be 
in  the  animals  that  have  been  lett 
upon  them,  which  probably  they 
never  would  have  got,  had  he  not 
come  to  England.    When  thefe 
multiply,  c$  which  I  think  there 
is  little  doubt,  Otaheite,  and  the 
Society  Iflands,  will  equal,  if  not 
exceed,  any  place  in  the  known 
world,  for  provifions." 
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ODE   for   the   NEW   YEAR,  1784. 

By  William  Whitehead,  Efq.  Poet-Laureat* 

TT^Elufive  is  the  poet's  dream, 
JL/  Or  does  prophetic  truth  infpire 
The  zeil  which  prompts  the  glowing  theme, 
And  animates  th'  according  lyre? 

Truft  the  Mufe :  her  eye  commands  ^ 

Dirtanr  times,  and  diftant  lands  ; 
Thro*  burfting  clouds  in  opening  (kks 
Sees  from  difcord  union  rile, 

And  friendfhip  bind  unwilling  foes 

In  firmer  ties  than  duty  knows. 

Torn  ludcly  from  its  parent  tree, 
Yon  fcion  rifing  in  the  Weft 

Will  foon  its  genuine  glory  fee, 
And  court  again  the  foftering  bread, 
Whofe  nurture  gave  its  powers  to  fpread, 
And  feel  their  force  and  lift  an  alien  bead. 

The  parent  tree,  when  ftorms  impend, 
Shall  own  affection's  warmth  again, 

Again  its  folt'ring  aid  (hall  lend, 
Nor  hear  the  fupphant  plead  in  vain  ; 
Shall  ftretch  Drotecting  branches  round, 
Extend  the  fhelter,  and  forget  the  wound. 

Two  Britain s  thro'  th*  admiring  world 
Shall  wing  their  way  with  fails  unfurl'd, 
Each  from  the  other  kindred  ftate 
Avert,  by  turns,  the  bolts  of  fate ; 
And  acts  of  mutual  amity  endear 
The  Tyre  and  Carthage  of  a  wider  fpherc. 

When  Rome's  divided  eagles  flew, 
And  different  thrones  her  empire  knew, 
T  he  varying  language  foon  disjoin'd 
The  boafted  mailers  of  mankind. 
But  here  no  ills  like  thofe  we  fear, 
No  varying  language  threatens  here  f 
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Congenial  worth,  congenial  flame, 

Their  manners  and  their  ai  ts  the  lame, 

To  the  fame  tongue  Hull  glowing  themes  aiford, 

And  Bririih  heroes  act,  and  Br\tifli  bards  record. 

Fly  fwift  ye  years,  ye  minutes  hate, 
And  in  the  future  lofc  the  palt ; 
O'er  many  a  thought-affecting  talc, 
Oblivion,  call  thy  friendly  veil ; 
Let  not  Memory  breathe  a  figh, 
Or  backward  turn  th'  indignant  eye  | 
Nor  the  infidious  arts  of  foes 
Enlarge  (he  breach,  that  lonjjs  to  clofc  j 
But  aifh  of  amity  alone  infpire 

firm  faith  and  cordial  love,  and  wake  the  wiling  lyre. 

Part  of  VERSES  on  bet  MAJESTY'*  BIRTH-DAY,  May  19,  I78^ 

[From  the  Publication  ib  entitled.] 

IN  vain  may  Oreatnefs  mount  her  regal  throne, 
And  ftiine  awhile  in  fplendour  not  her  own  $ 
Succeeding  time  the  character  pourtrays, 
The  cenfure  fixes,  or  confirms  the  praife  ; 
Juft,  tho'  fevere,  it  pulls  her  trophies  down, 
find  tears  the  laurel  even  from  the  crown. 

Let  Caledonia  boa  ft  Maria's  reign, 
And  of  her  wrongs  to  latert  times  complain : 
Beauty  and  grace  may  living  ilrike  the  eye, 
JJut  virtue.only  plcafes  when  we  die. 

What  tho*  Elifca's  name  be  ftilJ  revcr'd 
(At  home  moil  lov'd,  by  foreign  foes  moil  fear'd), 
Yet  cruel  policy  her  glory  croft, 
And  all  the  monarch  gain'd,  the  woman  lofl. 

Let  Gallia's  rjucen,  in  thefe  ill-judging  <Uys, 
Delight  in  politics'  deftructive  maze  ; 
"Tis  thine  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace, 
To  bid  diP  rafting  feuds  and  difcord  ccafc  ; 
Uprear'd  by  thee  fee  infant  Genius  rife, 
And  tow'r  fecurely  to  its  nat'tvc  (kics  ; 
Thy  regal  bounties  thus  alike  infpire 
The  painter's  pencil  and  the  poet's  fire. 

When  lovely  Harrou  fwcll'd  her  vocal  throaty 
The  foul  of  Mufic  fpoke  in  every  note. 
•Tis  mufic  ever  rules  the  feeling  brcaft, 
And  warms  the  heart  to  fuecour  the  diftrcft  ; 
Poflcfs'd  and  parrbnU'd  fo  well  by  thee, 
'Tie  rapture,  diarity,  benignity. 
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In  early  youth  thy  early  virtues  flione, 
Adorn'd  thy  birth,  and  mark'd  thee  for  a  throne. 
When  Pruliia's  monarch  wav'd  his  reeking  bt&ud, 
And  trod  in  ftcps  of  blood  thy  native  land, 
With  folded  arms  the  penfant  view'd  afar 
The  dreadful  ravage  of  wide-wafting  war  ; 
Sunk  his  gay  hopes,  and  moek'd  his  ftubborn  toil, 
His  dreaming  eye  bedew'd  the  bladelefs  foil : 
Thy  patriot  heart  then  felt  a  nation's  woe, 
And  bade  ftrong  fenfe  in  nervous  language  flow. 
Fed  by  thy  hand,  prote&ed  by  thy  care, 
For  thee  they  grateful  pour  the  ceafclefs  prayer  ; 
Heaven  nods  aflent  with  a  propitious  fmile, 
And  points  to  Britain's  king  and  Britain's  itle. 


ODE  for  His  MAJESTY'S  BIRTH-DAY,  June  4l  1784, 

Written  by  William  Whitehead,  Efq. 

TTAIL  to  the  day  whofe  beams,  again 
X  A  Returning,  claim  the  choral  Grain, 
And  bid  us  breathe  our  annual  vows 
To  the  firrt  pow'r  that  Britain  knows  ; 
The  power  which,  though  itfelf  reltrain'd, 
And  fubjecr.  to  that  juft  controul 

Which  many  an  arduous  conflicl  gain'd, 
Connects,  unites,  and  animates  the  whole. 

Yon  radiant  fun,  whofe  central  force  '  . 

Winds  back  each  Planet's  vagrant  courfe. 
And  through  the  fyftcms  holds  imperial  fway, 
Bound  by  the  fame  inherent  laws, 
Even  whilft  it  feems  the  aflive  caufc, 
Promotes  the  gen'ral  good  as  much  confin'd  as  they. 

That  wond'rous  plan,  through  ages  fought 
Which  elder  Egvpt  never  taught, 
Nor  Greece  with  all  her  Ictter'd  lore, 
Nor  ftruggling  Rome  could  e'er  explore, 
Though  many  a  form  of  rule  Ihe  try'd : 
That  wond'rous  plan  has  Britain  found, 
Which  curbs  hcentioufnefs  and  pride, 
Yet  leaves  true  liberty  without  a  wound. 

The  fierce  Plantagencts  beheld 
It's  ^rowing  tfrength,  and  dcign'd  to  yield  ; 
Th'  imperious  Tudors  frownM  and  felt  aggriev'd  j 
'IV  unhappv  race  whofe  faults  wc  mourn, 
Dclay'd  awhile  its  wifh'd  return, 
TiH  Brunfwick  perfected  what  Naflau  had  atchiev'd. 
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From  that  bright  nera  of  renown 
Aflrea  walks  the  world  again  ; 

Her  fabled  form  the  nations  own, 
With  all  th'  attendant  blenmgs  in  her  train. 

Hark  !  with  what  gen'ral  loud  acclaim 
Tht-y  venerate  the  Britilh  name, 
When  forms  of  rule  are  in  the  balance  weigh  M  ; 
And  pour  their  torrents  of  applaufc 
On  the  fair  J  lie,  whofe  equal  laws 
Controul  the  fceptre,  and  protect  the  fpade. 

The  triple  chain,  which  binds  them  faft, 
Like  Homer's  golden  one,  defcends  from  Jove  ? 

Long  may  the  facrcd  union  laft 
And  the  mix'd  pow'rs  in  mutual  concert  move, 
Each  temp'ring  each,  and  lift'ning  to  the  call 
Of  genuine  public  good,  bleu  fource  and  end  of  all ! 


VERSES  to  her  GRACE  the  DUTCHESS  of  DEVONSHIRE. 

By  Mr.  Haycly. 

[From  the  Dedication  to  his  Plays.] 

THE  great  and  fair,  in  every  age  and  clime, 
Receive  free  honvge  from  the  fons  of  rhyme  : 
Bend,  ye  ambitions  bartis,  at  Grandeur's  (hrine  ! 
Be  Power  your  Patron  !  Wit  and  Beauty  mine  !— 
To  thee,  whom  elegance  has  taught  to  pieafc 
By  fcrious  dignity,  or  fportive  cafe  ; 
Whom  Virtue  hails,  at  Pleafurc's  feflive  rites, 
Chaitc  arbiter  of  art's  refin'd  delights  : 
To  thee,  fair  Devon  !  I  breathe  this  votive  ftrain  ;J 
Nor  dread  th'  averted  ear  of  proud  difdain  : 
For  O,  if  mufic  has  not  bleit  my  lvre, 
A  lovelier  fj  irit  of  th' a?therial  choir, 
Joy-breathing  Gratitude,  that  hallow'd  gueft, 
Who  fire  with  heavenly  zeal  the  human  brcaftv 
Bi  is  rv.)  weak  voice  her  fwelling  note  prolong, 
And  »\  t  fecrate  to  thee  her  tributary  fong. 

When  iirf*  my  anxious  Mufe's  fav'rite  child, 
Her  ye  jng  Serena,  artlefs,  (imple,  wild, 
l  irfum'J  from  privacy's  l'afe  fcencs  to  fly, 
And  met  in  giddy  haltc  the  public  eye  ; 
Thy-  s  cnerous  praifc  her  trembling  youth  fuflainM, 
The  ftr.iic  fi  e  darM  not  alk,  from  thee  (he  gain'd ; 
A'.il  found  a  <?u.:tdian  in  the  gracious  Devon, 
Kind  as  the  regent  of  her  fancied  heaven.— 
The  fLtter'd  Mufc,  whole  offspring  thou  hafl  bleftf 
In  the  fond  pride  that  rules  a  parent's  brcall, 
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Prefents  thus  boldly  to  thy  kind  embrace 

This  little  group  ot  her  fucceeding  race. 

Blell  !  if  by  pathos  true  to  Nature's  law, 

From  thy  ioit  bofom  they  may  haply  draw 

Thofe  tender  fighs,  that  eloquently  (hew 

The  virtues  oY  the  heart  from  whence  they  flow  ! 

Blell !  if  by  foibles  humoroiuiy  hit 

In  the  light  fcenes  that  aim  at  comic  wit, 

1  hey  turn  thy  peniive  charms  to  mirthful  grace, 

And  wake  the  Iprightly  fwectnefs  of  thy  face ! 

While  thus  the  proud  enthufiaft  would  afpire 
To  change  thy  bcautie;  with  her  changing  lyre  ; 
Much  as  flic  wants  the  talent  and  the  right, 
To  fhew  thy  various  charms  in  varied  light, 
O  might  the  iVmfe,  intruding  on  thy  bower, 
From  her  fair  patron  catch  the  magic  power 
Frequent  to  meet  the  public  eye,  and  full 
That  fickle  eye  with  tond  amazement  fill ! 
Let  her,  if  this  vain  wifh  is  loll  in  air, 
Breathe  from  her  grateful  heart  a  happier  prayer! 
Howc'er  her  different  fables  may  give  birth 
To  fancied  woe,  and  vilionary  mirth ; 
May  all  thy  griefs  belong  to  f  iction's  reign, 
And  wound  thee  only  with  a  pleating  pain  ! 
May  thy  light  fpirit,  on  the  fca  of  hfe, 
Elude  the  rocks  of  care,  the  guns  of  ftrifc, 
And  fafcly,  as  the  never-finking  buoy, 
Float  on  th'  unebbing  flood  of  real  joy  !  ' 

To  a  young  LADY,  with  fome  FLOWERS,   By  Mr.  Richaidsok. 
[From  that  Gentleman's  Anecdotes  of  the  Ruflian  Empire.] 

TO  thee,  fweet  fmiiing  maid,  I  bring 
The  beauteous  progeny  of  fpring  : 
In  every  breathing)) loom  I  find 
Some  pleafing  emblem  of  thy  mind. 
,  The  blufties  of  that  opening  rofe 
Thy  tender  raodetfy  difclofe. 
Thefe  fnow- white  lilies  of  the  vale 
D  iff  bring  fragrance  to  the  gale, 
No  oflentatious  tints  a  flu  me, 
Vain  of  their  exquiiite  perfume ; 
Carelefs,  and  fweet,  and  mild,  we  fee 
In  them  a  lovely  type  of  thee. 
In  yonder  gay-enamel'd  field, 
Serene  that  azure  bloflbra  fmil'd  : 
Not  changing  with  the  changeful  Jky9 
,    ,       Its  faithful  tints  inconftant  fly  j 
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For,  unimpair'd  by  winds  and  rain, 

1  faw  th'  unaltcr'd  hue  remain. 

So  were  thy  mild  affections  prov'd, 

Thy  heart  by  Fortune's  frown  unmov'd, 

Pleas'd  to  adminilter  relief, 

In  times  of  woe  would  folacc  grief. 

Thcfe  flowers  with  genuine  beauty  glow  ; 

The  tints  from  Nature's  pencil  flow  : 

What  artift  could  improve  their  bloom  ? 

Or  fweeter  make  their  fweet  perfume  ? 

Fruitlefs  the  vain  attempt.    Like  thcfe 

Thy  native  truth,  thine  artlcfs  eafe, 

Fair,  unaffected  maid,  can  never  fail  to  pkafc. 

VERSES  to  a  LADY,  who  had  gone  from  St.  Pctcriburg  to  Londci, 
requefting  her  RETURN.    By  the  fame  Gentleman. 


i 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 
Efbia,  return — I  cannot  fav 


To  flowery  fields,  and  feafons  gay  : 
The  Mufe,  tjefponding,  cannot  ling 
Of  the  fweet  garniture  of  fpring  ; 
Of  funny  hills,  and  verdant  vales, 
And  groves,  and  ftrcams,  and  genile  gales  : 
Thefe,  in  more  hofpitablc  climes, 
May  run  mellifluent  in  my  rhymes : 
For  winter,  hoary  and  fevere, 
Rules  an  imperious  dcl'pot  here, 
Jn  chains  the  headlong  flood  he  binds, 
He  rides  impetuous  on  the  winds  ^ 
Before  him  awful  forefts  bend, 
And  tempclls  in  his  train  contend. 
But  what  tho'  wintry  winds  prevail, 
Ana  Boreas  fends  his  rattliir:  hail, 
Siberian  fnows,  and  many  a  blaft, 
Howling  along  the  dreary  watic, 
From  Samoi'da  to  the  fliores, 
Where  black  with  ftorms  the  Euxinc  roars } 
Thy  biamclcfs  wit,  thy  polifh'd  fenfc, 
Can  cafe  and  gaiety  difpenfe. 
Come,  then,  enchanting  maid,  and  brir.£ 
'1  he  kindly  influence  of  fpring  ; 
Come,  with  thy  animating  air, 
An,d  Nature's  weary  waile  repair, 


Am 
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An  ODE  to  SPRING.   By  Swifi's  Mifj  Vanhomhoh. 

[From  Mr.  Shbridan'3  Life  of  Dr.  Swift.] 

T  TAIL,  blufliing  goddefs,  beauteous  Spring, 
X~JL  Who,  in  thy  jocund  train  dolt  bring 
Lovea  and  graces,  trailing  hours, 
Balmy  breezes,  fragrant  Sowers, 
Come,  with  tints  of  rofeate  hue, 
Nature's  faded  charms  renew. 

Yet  why  mould  I  thy  prefence  hail  ? 
To  me  no  more  the  breathing  gale 
Comes  fraught  with  fvvects,  no  more  the  rofij 
With  fuch  tranfeendent  beauty  b^?s, 
As  when  Cadenus  blcft  the  fcene, 
And  fhar'd  with  me  thofe  joys  ferene. 
When,  unperceived,  the  lambent  fire 
Of  friendfhip  kindled  new  defirc  ; 
Still  liikning  to  his  tuneful  tongue, 
The  truths  which  angels  might  have  fun£9 
Divine  impreft  their  gentle  (way,  ' 
And  fwectly  ftole  my  foul  away. 
3Vly  guide,  inftruclor,  lover,  friend, 
(Pear  names !)  in  one  idea  blend  ; 
Oh  !  ftill  eonjoin'd,  your  incenfe  rife, 
And  waft  fwcet  odours  to  the  Ikies, 

An  ODE  to  WISDOM.    By  the  fame  Ladp 

[From  the  fame  Work. J 

OH  Pallas  !  I  invoke  thy  aid  ! 
Vouchfafe  to  hear  a  wretched  maid, 
By  tender  love  depreft  ; 
'Tis  juft  that  thou  fhould-ft  heal  the  fmart, 
Inflided.  by  thy  fubtle  art, 
And  calm  my  troubled  breaft, 

No  random  (hot  from  Cupid's  bow, 
But  by  thy  guidance,  foft  and  flow, 

It  nink  within  my  heart ; 
Thus,  Love  being  arm'd  with  Wifdom's  force 
Jri  vain  1  try  to  flop  its  courfe,  9 

In  vain  repel  the  dart. 

O  goddefs,  break  the  fatal  league, 
Let  Love,  with  Folly  and  Intrigue, 

More  fit  aflbciates  find  ! 
And  thou  alone,  within  my  breafr, 
0 !  deign  to  foothe  my  griefs  to  relt, 

£nd  heal  my  tortur'd  mind, 

SON- 
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SONNET.    To  a  Nightingale, 
rom  Charlotte  Smith's  Elegiac  Sonnets,  and  other  EfTays.] 

POOR  melancholy  bird,  that  all  night  long 
T elPll  to  the  moon  thy  tale  of  tender  woe  ; 
From  what  faji  caufe  can  fuch  fweet  forrow  flow, 
And  whence  this  mournful  melody  of  fong  r 

Thy  poet's  mufing  fancy  would  tranflate 

What  mean  the  founds  that  fwcll  thy  little  bread. 
When  Hill  at  dewy  ere  thou  leav'rt  thy  ncft, 

Thus  to  the  liftcning  night  to  fmg  thy  fate. 

Pale  Sorrow's  vteYims  wcrt  thou  once  among, 
Tho'  now  rclcas'd  w  woodlands  wild  to  rove, 
Or  hall  thou  felt  from  friends  fome  cruel  wrongi 

Or  diedrt  thou  martvr  of  difalrous  love  ? 

Ah  !  fonftgrefs  fad  f  that  fuch  my  lot  might  be, 

To  figh  and  fing  at  liberty — like  thee  ! 

SONNET.   To  the  South  Downs. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 

AH,  hills  belov'd !  where  once,  an  happy  child, 
Your  beechen  (hades,  **  your  turf,  your  dowers  among," 
1  wove  your  blue-bells  into  garlands  wild, 

And  woke  your  echoes  with  my  artlcfs  fong. 
Ah,  hills  belov'd  !  your  turf,  your  flowers  remain ; 

But  can  they  peace  to  this  fad  bread  re  (lore, 
For  one  poor  moment  foothc  the  fenfe  of  pain, 

And  teach  a  breaking  heart  to  throb  no  more  ? 
And  you,  Aruna  !  in  the  valt  below, 

As  to  the  fea  your  limpid  waves  vou  bear. 
Can  you  one  kind  Lethean  cup  beftow, 
To  drink  a  long  oblivion  to  my  care  r 
Ah,  no ! — when  all,  e'en  hope's  laft  ray  is  gone, 
There's  no  oblivion — but  in  death  alone  ! 

LOUISA'3  6rft  INTERVIEW  with  EUGENIO. 

[From  Mifs  Seward's  Louifa,  a  Poetical  Novel.] 

y  nr^  WAS  noon,  and  ripen'd  fummer's  fervid  ray 

X     From  cloudlefs  ether  (hed  opprcflive  day. 
As  on  this  fhady  bank  1  fat  rcclin'd, 
My  voice,  that  floated  on  the  waving  wind, 
Taught  the  foft  echos  of  the  neighb'ring  plains 
Milton's  fweet  lays,  in  Handel's  matchlefs  drains. 
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Prefaging  notes  my  lips  unconfcious  try, 
And  murmur, — 44  Hide  me  from  Day's  garifh  eye.*' 
Ah  !  bled,  had  Death  a  (hade  eternal  thrown, 
And  hid  me  from  the  woes  I  fince  have  known ! 

Beneath  my  trembling  fingers  lightly  rung 
The  lute's  fweet  chords,  refponfivc  while  1  rung. 
Faint  in  the  yellow  broom  the  oxen  lay, 
And  the  mute  birds  fat  languid  on  the  fpray  ; 
And  nought  was  heard,  around  the  noon-tide  bow'r, 
Save  that  the  mountain  bee,  from  flow'r  to  flow'r, 
Sccm'd  to  prolong,  with  her  aifiduous  wing, 
The  foft  vibration  of  the  tuneful  ftring ; 
While  the  fierce  ikies  fiam'd  on  the  (hnnking  rills, 
And  fultry  Silence  brooded  o'er  the  hills. 

As  on  my  lip  the  ling'ring  cadence  play'd, 
My  brother  gaily  bouuded  down  the  glade, 
And,  while  my  looks  the  fire  of  gladnefs  dart, 
Wi<h  ardor  prefs'd  me  to  his  throbbing  heart ; 
Then  to  a  graceful  ihangcr  turn'u,  whofe  feet, 
With  lteps  lefs  fwift,  my  coyer  welcome  meet. 
O'er  his  fine  form,  and  o'er  his  glowing  face, 
Youth's  ripen'd  bloom  had  died  its  richeft  grace ; 
Tall  as  the  pine,  amidft  inferior  trees, 
With  all  the  bending  ozicr's  pliant's  eafe. 
O'er  his  fair  brow,  the  fairer  for  their  (hade, 
Locks  of  the  warmeft  brown  luxuriant  play'd. 
Blufliing  he  bows ! — and  gentle  awe  fupplies 
Each  flattering  meaning  to  his  downcalt  eyes  ; 
Sweet,  ferious,  tender,-  thofe  blue  eyes  impart 
A  thoufand  dear  fori  fat  ions  to  the  heart ; 
Mild  as  the  evening  ftar,  whofe  fhining  ray 
Soft  in  th'  unruffled  water  fcems  to  play  ; 
And  when  he  fpeaks — not  mulic's  thrilling  powV, 
No,  not  the  vocal  millrefs  of  the  bow'r, 
When  How  (he  warbles  from  the  bloflbm'd  fpray, 
In  liquid  blandifhment,  her  evening  lay, 
Such  foft,  infinuating  fweetnefs  knows, 
As  from  that  voice  in  melting  accent  flows  ? 

Yet  why*  rbnd  Mcm'ry  !  why,  in  tints  fo  warm, 
Paint'ft  thou  each  beauty  of  that  faultlefs  form  ? 
His  fpecious  virtues  fnrely  might  impart 
Fxcufe  more  j u ft  for  this  devoted  heart. 
Oh !  how  each  noble  paliion's  feeming  trace 
Threw  tranficnt  glories  o'er  his  youthful  face! 
How  rofc,  with  fudden  impulfc,  fwift,  and  lirong, 
For  ev'ry  fecret  fraud,  and  open  wrong, 
Th'oppreflbr  adts,  the  helplefs  feel,  or  fear, 
Difdain's  quick  throb,  and  Pity's  meltinv  tear. 
So  well  its  part  each  ductile  feature  pUy'd, 
Of  wonh  fuch  firm,  though  filent  promifc  made, 

That 
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That  to  have  doubted  its  well-painted  truth 
Had  been  to  want  the  primal  grace  of  youth, 
Credulity,  that  fcorns,  with  gen'rous  heat, 
Alike  to  praaife,  or  fufpeft  deceit. 


EXTRACT  from  Sir  WILLIAM  JONES's  TRANSLATION  of  a 
HYMN  to  CAMDEO,  the  Hindu  God  of  Love. 

GOD  of  each  lovely  fight,  each  lovely  found, 
Soul-kindling,  world-inflaming,  ftar-ycrown'd, 
Eternal  Cama !  Or  doth  Smara  bright, 
Or  proud  Ananga,  give  thee  more  delight  ? 
Whatever  thy  feat,  whate'er  thy  name, 
Seas,  earth,  and  air,,  thy  reign  proclaim  : 
Wreathy  fmiles,  and  rofcate  pleafures, 
Arc  thy  richeft,  fwecteft  trcafures. 
AH  animate  to  thee  their  tribute  bring, 
And  hail  thee  univerfal  king. 

Thy  confort  mild,  Affeclion,  ever  true, 
Graces  thy  fide,  her  veft  of  glowing  hue, 
And  in  her  train  twelve  blooming  girls  advance, 
Touch  golden  firings,  and  knit  the  mirthful  dance. 

Thy  dreaded  implements  they  bear, 

And  wave  them  in  the  fcented  air ; 

Each  with  pearls  her  heck  adorning, 

Brighter  than  the  tears  of  morning. 
Thy  crimfon  cnlipi,  which  before  them  flics, 
Decks  with  new  Kara  the  fapphire  Ikies. 

God  of  the  flow'ry  (hafts  and  flowVy  bow, 
Delight  of  all  above  and  all  below ! 
Thy  lov'd  companion,  eonitant  from  his  birth, 
In  heaven  clep'd  BelTent,  and  gay  Spring  on  earth, 

Weaves  thy  green  robe  and  flaunting  bow'rs, 

And  from  rhy  clouds  draws  balmy  fliow'rs  ; 

He  with  frefli  arrows  fills  thy  quiver, 

(Sweet  the  gift  and  fweet  the  giver  !) 
And  bids  the  many-plumed  warbling  throng 
Burft  the  pent  bloffoms  with  their  fong. 


VERSES   to  Mrs.  MONTAGU. 
[FromMifs  Williams's  Dedication  of  her  Poem,  entitled  "  Ptru."] 

WHILE,  bending  at  thy  honoured  Ihrine,  the  Mufe 
Pours,  Montagu,  to  thee  her  votive  drain, 
Thy  heart  will  not  her  limple  notes  refufe, 
Or  chill  her  tirpid  foul  with  cold  difdain. 

O  might 
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O  might  a  tranficnt  fpark  of  genius  fire 

The  fond  eflufions  of  her  fearful  youth  ; 
Then  mould  thy  virtues  live  upon  her  lyre, 

And  give  to  harmony  the  charm  of  truth. 

Vain  wifli  !  they  aik  not  the  imperfect  lay, 

The  weak  applaufc  her  trembling  accents  breathe : 

With  whole  pure  radiance  glory  blends  her  ray, 
Whom  Fame  has  circled  with  her  faircft  wreathe. 

Thou,  who,  while  feen  with  graceful  ftep  to  tread 
Grandeur's  enchanted  round,  can'ft  meekly  paufe 

To  rend  the  veil  Oblcurity  had  fpread, 

Where  his  lone  figh  defened  Genius  draws  ; 

To  lead  his  drooping  fpirit  to  fhy  fane, 

Where  Attic  joy  the  focial  circle  warms  ; 
Where  Science  loves  to  pour  her  hallow'd  (train, 

Where  Wit  and  Wifdom  blend  their  fep'rate  tfharms. 

• 

And  fure,  to  cherim  intellectual  powers, 

To  bid  the  vig'rous  tides  of  Genius  roll, 
Unfold,  in  fair  expanfton,  Fancy's  flowers, 

And  wake  the  latent  energies  of  foul  ; 

Far  other  homage  claims  than  Flatt'ry  brings 

The  little  triumphs  of  the  proud  to  grace ; 
For  deeds  like  thele  a  purer  incenfe  fprings, 

Warm  from  the  fwclling  heart  its  fourcc  we  trace ! 

Yet  nbt  to  foftcr  the  rich  gifts  of  mind 

Alone  can  all  thy  lib'ral  cares  employ  ; 
Not  to  the  few  thole  gifts  adorn,  confin'd, 

They  fpread  an  ampler  fphere  of  genuine  joy. 

While  Pleafure's  lucid  flar  illumes  thy  bower, 

Thy  pity  views  the  diftant  ftorm  that  bends 
Where  Want  unfhelter'd  waftc3  the  line'rine  hotir 

And  meets  the  bleffing  that  to  heav'n  afcends ! 

For  this,  while  Fame  thro*  each  fucceflive  age 

On  her  exulting  lip  thy  name  (hall  breath* ; 
While  woman,  pointing  to  thy  finim'd  page, 

Claims  from  imperious  man  the  critic  wreathe  ; 

Truth  on  her  fpotlefs  record  fhall  enroll 

Each  moral  beauty  to  her  fpirit  dear ; 
Paint  in  bright  characters  eacn  grace  of  foul— 

While  Admiration,  pours  a  gen'rous  tear, 

'  ^DESCENT 
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DESCENT  of  the  GENIUS  of  PERU,  and  PREDICTION  of  the 

FATE  of  that  EMPIRE. 

[From  IViifs  Williams's  "Peru.") 

NOW  o'er  the  deep  chill  Nighr  her  mantle  flungv 
Spread  her  dark  wing?,  and  on  the  waters  liuu^  ; 
Sooth M  by  the  whifper'd  murmurs  of  the  main, 
Peruvia's  Genius  fought  he  liquid  plain  ; 
Penfive  flie  heard  the  foft  waves  languid  figh, 
As  the  lone  fhore  they  touch,  recede — and  die. 
But  now  a  Allien  found  in  horror  creeps 
O'er  the  fmooth  furface  of  the  glafly  deeps, 
A  riling  zephyr  fwell'd  her  azure  veil, 
Shrinking  ughaft,  flic  fpy'd  a  flying  fail : 
Now  tow 're  the  lofty  mail,  the  pennant  waves. 
The  ruffled  furge  th*  incumbent  veflel  laves  : 
With  eager  glance  (he  views  th'  exulting  foe 
Lead  o'er  the  wat'ry  wafte  th'  advent'rous  prow  t 
Firm,  and  refiftlefs  in  terrific  force, 
Swift  to  har  mores  they  bend  their  fatal  courfe  : 
Torrents  of  gulhintr  tears  bedew'd  her  eves, 
And  heav'd  her  bomm  with  prefagtful  nghs  ; 
Trembling  (lie  knelt,  with  wild,  diforderM  air, 
And  pour'd  with  frantic  energy  her  pray'r  : 
"  Oh  all  ye  pit)  ing  fpirits  of  the  Iky, 
Who  hear  in  groves  of  blifs  this  ardent  figh, 
Mount  the  blue  lightning's  wing,  o'er  ocean  fweep. 
Tinge  with  your  robes  of  flame  the  redd'ning  deep, 
Plunge  to  the  central  caves  that  moan  below, 
As  o'er  their  heads  the  liquid  mountains  flow, 
Bid  Death,  up  fpringing  from  the  dark  abode, 
Mount  the  high  billow,  print  the  black'niu^  flood, 
Rufti  o'er  the  waves,  the  rough'nin^  deep  deform, 
Howl  in  the  blaft,  and  fwell  the  raging  ltorm — 
Relentlefs  powers !  for  not  a  quiv'ring  breeze 
Lifts  with  its  ligh  the  furface  of  the  feas. — 
Swift  from  your  rocky  fteeps,  ye  condors,  flray, 
Wave  your  black  plumes,  and  cleave  th'  aeaal  way, 
Proud  in  terrific  force  your  wings  expand, 
Prefs  the  light  earth,  and  darken  all  the  flrand. 
Bid  every  bofom  pant  with  wild  affright, 
And  fliun  the  region  veil'd  in  partial  night- 
Vain  hope  !— I  fee  my  lov'd,  my  favour'd  clime 
Confum'd,  and  fading  in  its  beauteous  prime  : 
Yes,  dear,  devoted  land,  I  read  thy  doom, 
My  fad  prophetic  foul  can  pierce  the  gloom. 
Yet  not  in  vain  my  groaning  realm  fli.ill  bl<*cd, 
Europe's  dire  fons  (hall  mourn  the  ruthleft  deed  ; 

Ah, 
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Ah,  clime  abhorr'd  !  be  gold  the  glitt'ring  bane, 

That  llrews  with  black'ning  ills  thy  hollile  plain ! 

May  luxury  her  baneful  odours  flied, 

And  the  foil  lures  of  guileful  plcafure  fpread  ; 

Pour  gilded  poifons  in  the  ncctar'd  bowl, 

Wither  eacn  nerve,  and  taint  the  fick'ning  foul!" 

Ah,  not  in  vain  (he  dropp'd  ttY  impallion'd  tear, 

Breath'd  the  warm  figh,  and  cali'd  the  powers  to  hear! 

When,  borne  from  loft  Peruvia's  weeping  land, 

The  guilty  treafures  beam'd  on  Europe's  it  rand, 

As  prefs'd  her  burden'd  plains  the  fordid  ore, 

Each  gentle  virtue  fled  the  tainted  (h  >re ; 

Sighing  each  mental  charm  forfook  the  place, 

Each  fweet  aftc&ion,  and  each  moral  grace ; 

Affrighted  Love  forefuw  the  deep'ning  gloom, 

And  w.iv'd  in  liquid  air  his  downy  plume ; 

Chill'd  by  the  fullen  fcene  he  wings  his  flight, 

While  heaps  of  treafur'd  ore  entomb  delight. 


CHARACTER   of   Z  A  M  O  R,    a  BARD, 
[From  the  fame  Poem.] 

IN  this  fweet  fcene,  where  Virtue's  radiance  (hin'd, 
Mild  Zamor  own'd  the  richelt  gifts  of  mind  ; 
For  o'er  his  tuneful  breatl  the  heav'nly  Mufe 
Shed  from  her  facred  fprings  their  richeft  dews. 
She  loves  to  breathe  her  hallow'd  flame  where  art 
Has  never  veil'd  the  foul,  or  warp'd  the  heart ; 
Where  Fancy  glows  with  all  her  native  fire, 
And  Paflion  lives  on  the  exulting  lyre ! 
Nature,  in  terror  rob'd,  or  beauty  dreft, 
Could  thrill  with  dear  enchantment  Zamor's  breaft  : 
He  lov'd  the  languid  figh  the  zephyr  pours, 
He  lov'd  the  weeping  rill  that  fed  the  flow'rs  ; 
But  more  the  hollow  found  the  wild  winds  form, 
When  black  upon  the  billow  hangs  the  ftorm  \ 
The  rolling  torrent  dafliing  down  the  fteep, 
Its  white  foam  trembling  on  the  darken'd  deep — 
And  oft  on  Andes*  height,  wirh  eager  gaze, 
He  view'd  the  finking  fun's  reflected  rays 
Glow  like  unnumber'd  Mars,  that  fcem'd  to  reft, 
Sublime,  upon  his  ice-encircled  breaft. 
Oft  his  wild  warblings  charm'd  the  feftal  hour, 
Rofe  in  the  vale,  and  languifh*d  in  the  bower ; 
The  heart's  refponfive  tones  he  well  could  move, 
Whofe  foi^  was  nature,  and  whofe  theme  was  love. 

4.  6  DOMESTIC 
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Of  the  Year  1784. 

IN  beginning,  according  to  our  tor  has  not  availed  himfelf  of  fh« 

eftablifhed  method,  with  Theo-  additions  to  that  article  that  were 

logy,  ure  (hall  pay  our  firft  tribute  made  by  Dr.  Kippis.     He  has, 

of  refpect  to  the  memory  of  two  however,  fubjoined  feveral  of  the 

deceal'ed  divines,  whofe  writings  good   prelate's   letters,   the  moll 

have  l)ccn  rcpnblifhed  during  the  important  of  which  had  formerly 

courfe  of  the  year.  been  printed.     The   new  matter 

With  the  name  and  the  reputa-  confifts  of  Lettters,  ar.d  hxtracls 

tion  of  the  ingenious  and  excellent  of  Letters,  to  Thomas  Prior,  efq. 

bifhop  Berkeley  none  of  our  readers  Dean  Gervais,  and  other  gentle- 

can  be  Unacquainted.    His  various  men.    Thefe  are  no  otherwife  in- 

works  arc  now  collected  together,  teretUncr  than  as  they  ferve  to  dil- 

and  published  in  two  quarto  vo-  play  the  flate  of  Dr.  Berkeley  4 

lumcs  :  and  that  they  were  defcrv-  mind,  whilft  he  was  engaged  in  his 

ing  of  this  diflindtion,  thofe  who  grand  projecl  of  forming  a  college 

may  the  leaft  have  concurred  in  at  Bermuda. 
.  fentiment  with  that  eminent  pre-      The  other  republication  we  deem 

late  will  fcarcely  venture  to  deny,  ourfclves  obliged  to  take  notice  of, 

His  productions,  as  is  well  known,  is  the  fecond  edition,  in  two  vo- 

werc  not  merely  of  a  theological  lumcs,  octavo,  of  Ben  Mordecai's 

nature,  but  extended  to  metaphy-  Letters,    with   a    new  Preface, 

fics,  philofophy,  and  politics :  nc-  Thcfc  letters  were  feparately  pub- 

verthelefs,  as  he  was  a  divine  and  lifted  in  quarto,  at  coniidexable  in- 

a  bilhop,  and  as  fome  of  his  prin-  tcrvals  ot  time,   and  are  replete 

cipal    performances  had  religion  with  ingenuity  and  learning.  They 

for  their  object",  we  have  thought  conftitute  a  defence  uf  Arianifm, 

it  beft  to  mention  him  in  this  place,  and  arc  particularly  employed  in 

Concerning  the  character  ot  Dr.  (hewing  that  Jcfus  Chrilt  was  the 

Berkeley's  writings  it  would  be  im-  vifibie  Jehovah  who  appeared  to 

pertinent  here  to  enlarge,    lince  the  patriarchs,  and  who  was  the 

they  have  fo  long  been  in  poffef-  giver  of  the  law.    This  doctrine 

fion  of  the  public,  that  the  opi-  the  author  commends  as  happily 

nions  of  mankind  concerning:  them  lvins  between  the  two  extremes  of 

are  already  formed.    To  the  eol-  Athanafianifm  and  Socinianifm.  and 

lection  is  prefixed  an  account  of  the  as  being  the  opinion  of  the  ancients 

bifliop's  life,  which  is  the  fame  before  the  council  of  Nice.  With 

that  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Stock  reference  to  the  difputes  now  fo 

for  the  fecond  edition  of  the  Bio-  warmly  agitated,  he  ha  h  made,  in 

^raphica  Britannica  j  but  the  edi-  his  preface,    the   following  (ar- 
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caflic  observation.     "  When  the   timony  of  affection  to  his  memory 
Athanafian  and   Socinian  writers    cannot  fail  of  being  honourable  to 
have  effeftually  expofed  one  an-    themfelves,  and  acceptable  to  the 
dther's  mittakcs,  without  getting   judicious  friends  of  religion, 
rid  of  their  own  ;  and  when  they       With  regard  to  the  evidences  of 
Hull  have  fettled  the  various  read-    Chriftianity,  no  work  of  peculiar 
ings  of  an  aw  or  an  w,  in  Judin's    confequence  has  been  the  produce 
Trypho,  and  agree  about  the  con-   of  the  year.    The  principal  per- 
fection of  his  Greek  ;  when  they    formance  fecms  to  be  that  which 
have  ranfacked  all  antiquity  for    has  appeared   under  the  title  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Nazarenes,  Mi-   "  Letters  on  Infidelity,  by  the  Au- 
neans,  and  Ebionites,  with  as  much    thor  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Adam 
zeal  as  if  their  faith  depended  up-   Smith."    The  writer  is  undcrftood 
on  it,  and  all  to  no  purpofe,  their    to  be  a  worthy  and  learned  dean  of 
difficulties  ftill  remaining ;  it  is  not   the  church  of  England,  who  has 
improbable  that  the  divines  of  the   diltinguiflied  himfelf  by  various 
next  generation,  will  confider  the   theological  productions.  The  books 
fubjedt  more  coolly  ;  and  find  the   againft  which  the  prcfent  publi- 
principles  I  am  defending,  will  fup-   cation  is  levelled,  are,  «•  An  Apo- 
ply  the  only  key  that  is  able  to   logy  for  the  Life  and  Writings  of 
open  and  difcover  the  conhftericy    David  Hume,  efq."     **  Hume's 
between  the  Jewifh  and  ChrilUan    Dialogues  on  Natural  Religion;" 
Revelations."    Whether  this  pre-   «k  An  EfTay  on  Suicide,"  by  the 
diction  will  be  accomplifticd,  muft   fame  Writer;"  and  a  pamphlet,  en- 
be  left  to  the  determination.of  time,    titled,  14  Doubts  of  the  Infidels; 
though,  for  our  part,  we  have  no    or  Queries  relative  to  Scriptural  In- 
great  faith  in  its  completion.    The   confiftencies    and  Contradictions, 
writer  of  the  work  we  are  fpeaking    fubmitted  to  the  Conlideration  of 
of,  and  whom  we  have  formerly    the  Bench  of  Bifhops,  by  a  weak 
had  occafion  to  mention,  was  the    Chriftian."  The  lalt  of  thefe  (rafts 
reverend   Henry  Taylor,   M.  A.    hath  never  happened  to  come  with- 
vicar  of  Portfmouth,  and  rector  of  in  our  knowledge.     In  the  ma- 
Crawley,  near  Wincheftcr.    The    nagement  of  his  fubjects,  our  let- 
world  hath  very  recently  been  de-   tcr-writcr  combats  the  infidels  with 
prived  of  him ;  and,  by  his  deccafe,    their  own  weapons,  endeavouring 
the  church  of  England  hath  loft   to  turn  againft  them  that  ridicule, 
one  of  her  greateil  ornaments  in    wit,  and  humour,  which  they  have 
refpect  of  profound  literature,  as    attempted  to  excrcifc  to  the  preju- 
well  as  a  mod  worthy,   amiable,    dice  of  Revelation.    Whether  this 
and  entertaining  man.    He  may,    be  precifely  the  belt  mode  of  op- 
perhaps,  be  confidcred  as  having    pofing  unbelievers  we  have  fome 
been    the   laft   of  the  Hoadlian    doubt ;  and  we  rind  it  difficult  to 
ichool.    As  Mr.  Taylor  was  the    concur  in  every  refp^t  with  the 
author  of  feveral  excellent  tracts,    fentiments  and  language  advanced 
•  be  fides  Ben  Mordecai's  Letters,  it   by  our  author.    However,  thofc 
is  to  be  hoped  that  his  fons,  who    who  may  not  be  entirely  fatisficd 
emulate  their  father's  learning  and   with  the  execution  of  this  work, 
merit,   will  collect  together  the    will  readily  acknowledge  that  many 
whole  of  his  detached  pieces  into   things  in  it  are  defcrving  of  appro- 
one  or  more  volumes.    Such  a  tef-   bation^  and  the  writer's  general 

O  a  merit 
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merit  and  learning  are  too  well 
4cnbv\n  to  require  our  tcftimony  in 
his  favour. 

Of  Travis's  "  Letters  to  Edward 
Gibbon,  cfq."  much  might  be 
faid  both  in  the  way  of  commen- 
dation and  of  cenfure.  That  the 
author  is  a  man  of  parts,  as  well  as 
ot  literature,  will  not  be  denied ;  but 
his  wifdom  in  the  application  of 
them,  may  juftly  be  called  in  ques- 
tion. The  principal  object  to  which 
he  hath  di  reeled  his  attention  is  too 
inconfidcra^Ie  for  the  zeal  and 
pains  he  has  beftowed  upon  it.  His 
chief  dcfign  is  to  maintain  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  famous  text,  in 
the  fifth  chapter  of  the  firft  EpiiHc 
of  St  John,  relative  to  the  three 
witnefies ;  and  in  Supporting  his 
hypothclis  he  difpia)  s  as  much  in- 
genuity and  ability  as  the  fubjecf. 
will  admit.  But  his  labour  is  in 
vain  ;  the  weight  of  evidence  is 
againft  him  ;  and  we  cannot  Sup- 
pofe  that,  in  the  prefent  age,  a  (in- 
gle critic,  who  is  ptflelled  of  a 
competent  degree  of  judgment  and 
candour,  will  become  a  convert  to 
his  opinion.  Building,  as  he  docs, 
upon  grounds  fo  extremely  Sal  la* 
cious,  anJ  endeavouring  to  cdablith 
a  point  which  almolt  fecmed  to  have 
*  been  wholly  given  up  by  the  learn- 
ed, his  treatment  of  Erafmus  and 
of  Dr.  Benfon  deferves  the  higheft 
reprehenfion.  At  the  fame  time, 
whnt  is  it  that  Mr.  Travis  is  con- 
tending for,  as  pro  oris  &  fochf 
Whether  the  text  be  authentic  or 
not,  is  of  little  importance  either 
to  the  Trinitarian  or  the  Unitarian. 
The  Trinitarian  can  never  expect 
to  erect  his  favourite  do&rinc  upon 
the  precarious  foundation  of  a  Tin- 
gle difputcd  pafTage,  and  the  Uni- 
tarian can  as  ealilv  cxphin  it  away 
as  he  can  other  cxpieflions  of  a  like 
import.  Even  Wr.  Travers  him- 
felf  feems  willing  to  admit  that  the 


words  may  be  interpreted  as  refer-, 
ring  to  unity  of  teitimony.  We 
hope  that  he  is  a  young  man,  and 
that  years  and  reflection  will  inilruct 
him  to  proportion  his  ardour  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  objects  upon 
which  he  mall  hcreal'tcr  have  occa- 
fion  to  treat. 

Dr.  Henry  Owen  has  lone  been 
know  n  in  the  world,  by-  a  number 
of  valuable  publications,  all  of 
which  arc  intended  to  maintain  the 
honour  of  Revelation,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  caule  of  facrcd  literature. 
What  hath  particularly  engaged 
his  attention  is  the  (late  of  the  Sep- 
tuagint,  and  the  other  ancient  ver- 
lions  of  the  Old  Teltamcnt.  If  it 
had  been  determined  to  collate  the 
copies  of  the  Scptuagint,  in  the 
manner  that  hath  been  done  by  Dr. 
Kennicotr  with  regard  to  the  He- 
brew manufcripts,  Dr.  Owen  would 
probably  have  been  looked  up  to, 
as  a  proper  perfon  to  conduct  the 
undertaking.  Indeed,  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  fuch  a  Scheme 
hath  not  been  carried  into  exe- 
cution. It  is  a  work  greatly  want- 
ed, and  which  might  be  as  Service- 
able to  the  intcrcils  of  religion  as 
Dr.  Kennicott's  collation.  Seve- 
ral of  Dr.  Owen's  •  writings,  and 
particularly  his  "  Enquiry  into  the 
State  of  the  Septuagint  Vernon." 
which  appeared  Some  years  ago,  af- 
ford an  ample  demonftration  how 
well  he  would  have  been  qualified 
for  the  undertaking.  The  u  Cri- 
tical Difquifitions,"  which  he  has 
lately  publilhed  are  connected  with 
what  has  been  the  grand  object  of 
his  fhidies.  Thefe  DiSquiJitioof 
are  only  two  in  number ;  the  firtt, 
containing  Some  Remarks  on  Ma-  • 
Sius'i  edition  of  the  Book  of  Joftiua, 
and  the  Second,  on  Origen**  cele- 
brated Hcxapla.  The  Subjects 
treated  of  will  only  be  intereiling 
to  thofe  learned  men  who  are  de- 
voted 


Digitized  by  Googl 


DOMESTIC   LITERATURE.  [213] 


voted  to  Scripture  criticifm  ;  and 
gentlemen  of  luch  a  turn  of  mind 
will  deem  themfclves  obliged  10  the 
author  for  his  fugacious  and  fenii- 
ble  obfervations. 

The  third  volume  of  bifliop  At- 
tcrbury's  Correfpondencc,  Vifita- 
tion  Charges,  Speeches,  and  Mif- 
cellanics,  though  publiflicd  in  the 
beginning  of  1784,  was  generally 
noticed  by  us  lad  year,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  two  preceding  vo- 
lumes. Wc  now  mention  it  on  ac- 
count of  the  concluding  Letters,  in 
which  a  controverfy  is  carried  on 
between  his  lordfhip,  Dr.  Wall,  and 
biii.op  Potter,  relative  to  the  times 
wherein  the  four  Gofpels  were  writ- 
ten. The  part  that  Dr.  Attcrbury 
afllime}:,  is  to  edablifli  the  very 
early  date  <  f  the  Gofpels,  in  dis- 
charging which  he  principally  has 
recourfe  to  internal  evidence,  and 
arguments  a  prhri.  It  is  his  opi- 
nion that  the  Gofpels  were  all  writ- 
ten in  the  fame  order  in  which  they 
are  now  placed  :  that  St.  Mark's 
Gofpel  was  written  partly  as  an  epi- 
tome, but  pa<tly  and  chiefly  as  a 
fupplement  to  St.  Matthew's :  that 
St.  Luke  had  fecn  both  thefe  Gof- 
pels when  he  wrote  his  own  :  that 
St.  John  had  feen  the  three  pre- 
ceding gofpels,  and  intended  to 
fupply  what  was  dill  wanting  in  all 
of  them  :  that  the  Gofpel  of  St. 
Luke  was  written  many  years  be- 
fore the  Acts,  and  between  the  46th 
and  57th  years  of  our  Lord,  and 
nearer  to  the  firft  than  to  the  lafl 
of  thefe  periods  :  the  confequence 
of  which  is,  that  St.  Mark's  Gof- 
pel mull  have  been  written  yet 
nearer  to  our  Lord's  afcent.  An- 
other point  maintained  by  the  bi- 
fliop is,  that  the  Gofpel  of  St.  John 
was  written  before  the  dedruction 
of  Jerufalcm.  We  do  not  concur 
with  the  learned  prelate  in  all  his 
conclulions ;  but  his  correspond- 


ence with  Dr.  Wall  and  bifliop  Pot- 
ter is  a  decilivc  evidence  that  he 
was  a  firm  believer  in  the  Chrifliaa 
Revelation,  and  zealous  for  its 
honour.  The  anecdote,  therefore, 
which  lord  Chefterfield  related  to 
Dr.  Maty,  in  order  to  (hew  that 
Attcrbury  was  at  lead  a  fecptic,  if 
not  a  determined  infidel,  mud  be 
rejected  as  totally  groundlefs.  The 
letters  we  are  fpcakiug  of  were 
written  in  the  years  1721  and  1722; 
and  it  is  maniied  from  them,  that 
the  bifliop  was  not  fo  far  involved 
in  political  connections  and  in- 
trigues, as  to  be  incapable  of  di- 
recting his  attention  to  enquiries  of 
a  critical  and  religious  nature. 

44  An  expolition  of  Chrirtian 
Doctrine,"  as  taught  in  the  Pro- 
teflant  church  of  the  united  Bre- 
thren, or  Unitai  F>atrum,  written 
originally  in  German,  by  Auguft 
Gottleib  Spangenburg,  has  been 
tranllated  into  iinglifti,  with  a  Pre- 
face, by  Benjamin  la  Trobc.  The 
defign  of  this  performance  is  to  ex- 
plain the  real  principles  of  the  peo- 
ple commonly  called  Moravians, 
and  of  the  preface  to  vindicate  them 
from  the  obloquy  with  which  they 
have  been  treated  by  certain  wri- 
ters. It  is  well  known  that  very 
feverc  charges  have  been  allcdged 
againtt  them  by  Riraius,  and  the 
Bilhops  Lavingtcn  and  Warburton ; 
and  fo  well  founded  did  thefe 
charges  appear,  as  to  produce  a 
general  conviction  of  their  truth. 
We  rejoice  to  find  that  the  accufa- 
tions  brought  againft  them  arc  ei- 
ther wholly  falfe,'  or  have  been 
greatly  exaggerated  ;  that  at  moft 
they  can  be  extended  only  to  a  few 
imprudent  individuals ;  and  that  the 
innocence  of  the  united  brethren^ 
a*  a  body,  is  unquedionable.  In 
point  of  doctrine,  the  Moravians 
arc  not  a  new  feet.  They  profefs 
themfelvcs  to  be  followers  of  Lu- 
O  3  thert 
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ther,  and  to  adhere  tp  the  princi-  in  his  Diflertation  on  the  Hebrew 
pies  of  the  Augfourgh  coniefiion.  Poetry,  prefixed  to  his  Ifaiah.  The 
In  their  practice*,  they  have  fome  notes  of  the  prefent  tranllator  are 
pev  uliarities  which  diiting'.iith  them  copious  and  valuable,  and  he  has 
from  the  rcll  of  the  world,  and  availed  himfelf  of  all  the  alftVance 
which  they  believe  to  be  conform-  that  can  be  derived  from  Or  Ken- 
able  to  the  model  of  tlic  primitive  nicott's  collation,  and  other  fouiccs 
times.  On  tre  whole,  it  feems  to  of  information,  domeltrc  and  to- 
be  fumueml)  proved,  that  they  reign.  As  to  the  cxplicatiun  of 
are  a  worthy  let  ot  people,  though  particular  texts,  there  will  always 
not  without  a  confiderable  mixture  be  fome  difference  in  the  opinions 
of  abl  urdity  and  cnthufiafm.  of  critics.    Mr.  iSlancy  has  gi.en 

We  come  now  to  a  book  of  great    a  new  arrangement  ot  the  chapters 
importance  in  fcriptural  criticifm,   of  Jeremiah,  from  the  twentieth 
and   that  is   Blancy's   Jeremiah,    chapter  to  the  forty  lixth  ;  and  bis 
None  of  our  readers  can  be  t^no-    regions  for  this  part  ol  his  conduct 
rant  of  Bifliop  Lowth's  admirable    appear  to  be  perfectly  juft.  The 
work  on  the  prophet  Iiai  ih.    We    work  before  us  hath  been  noticed 
milled  that  fo  excellent  a  model    abroad,  where  we  are  forry  to  ob- 
would  excite  imitation ;  and  we   fervc  that  a  greater  attention  is 
are  pleafed  to  fee  it  fo  well  lol-    paid  to  oriental  and  biblical  litera- 
Jowcd  by  Mr.  Blanev,  who  has    ture  than  n  our  own  count  v.  The 
heretofore  given  latisfactory  proofs    zeal  in  this  refpect  which  was  rc- 
to  the  world  of  his  proficiency  in    yived  by  T^r.  Thomas  Hunt,  and  fo 
oriental  and  facred  literature.  The    nobly   fuHained   by  Dr.  Lowth, 
author's  preliminary  difcourfe  is    Dr.  Kennicott,  Dr.  Richard  Grey, 
finjularly  model!  and  fenfible.  Af-    Dr.  Durell,  and  other  refpeclable 
ter  mention  ng  the  aids  he  hath  re-    men,  fcems  rather  upon  the  de- 
ceived in  the  profecutton  of  his   dine.     However,  there   are  ftill 
defign,  he  earneflly  pleads  for  a   fome  names,  of  no  fmall  degree  of 
revilion  of  the  Bible.    He  would    eminence,  who,  we  doubt  not,  will 
have  it  executed  \Sy  a  fcle*t  aflem-    continue  to  aflertthe  glory  of  Eng: 
biy  of  the  molt  learned  and  judi-    land  with  regard  to  Faftern  learn- 
cious  -divines,  commiihoned  by  pub-    ing,  and  the  applicajon  of  it  to  the 
lie  authority  to  examine  ino  the   ill  juration  ot  the  Scriptures.  We 
ilate  of  th  •  Hebrew  text,  to  reftore   rejoice  in  informing  the  literary 
it  as  nearly  as  portable  to  its  prim;-   world,  that  the  year   7-5  will  fur- 
tive purity,  and  to  prepare  from  it    nifh  us  with  the  excellent  Bifhop  of 
a  new  tranflation  of  the  fcriptures    Watcrford's  improved  Vcrfion  of 
for  the  public  fervice.     Among    the  Minor  Prophets, 
other  arguments  in  its  favour,  he       Mr.  Hopkins's  corrected  tranfla- 
urges  the  pra&icc  of  the  king  of   tion  of  Exodus,  with  notes,  crh> 
Sweden,  and  of  a  nobleman  in  our    cal  and  explanatory,  is  another  at: 
own  country,  wS^  hath  fct  fuch  a   tempt  to  ii tartrate  the  Books  of  the 
work  on  foot  at  his  fole  fingle  ex-   Old  TciUment.     The  author  is 
prnce,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Roman    that  very  ancient  and  worthy  cler- 
Catholics.    The  poetical  parts  of   gyman  in  Suflex,  who  wrote  '*  An 
Jeren  iah  Mr.  Blaney  hath  divided    Appeal  to  the  Common  Senfe  of  all 
agreeably  to  the  principles  fo  ad-    ChiifKan  People,  more  particularly 
jnirably  laid  down  by  Bilhop  Lowth,   the  Members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
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land,  with  regard  to  an  important 
Point  of  Faith  and  Practice,  im- 
pofed  upon  their  Conferences  by 
Church  Authority  and  the  de- 
fiVn  of  which  is  to  after  t  the  iu- 
prcmacy  of  the  Father,  in  oppoli- 
t  on  to  the  Trinitarian  hypothefis. 
It  i  probable  that  in  the  prefent 
undertaking  Mr.  Hopkins  had  no 
{-  all  view  to  the  maintenance  of 
tbc  divine  unity.  In  the  e  ecuton 
of  the  work,  he  has  derived  great 
advantage  from  Dr.  Kennicott's 
collation,  and  the  Samaritan  Pen- 
tateuch. The  notes,  which  arc 
judicious,  are  not  numerous  ;  nor 
arc  ma  y  of  them  peculiarly  curi- 
ous an.l  impoitanr.  They  fcrve, 
however,  to  make  an  ireful  addi- 
tion to  the  flock  of  fuiptural  cri- 
tic irm. 

A  focicty  hath  lately  been  form- 
ed, conUilin  j  of*  cler^v  men  of  the 
church  of  Engiar.-i,  diflentin^  mi- 
niUer3,  and  a  number  of  Ly  gen- 
tlemen, for  the  purpofe  of  promot  - 
ing the  knowledge  of  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  and  fuch  members  as  rende 
in  town  hold  their  meetings  at  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lindfey's,  in  Effex- 
ftreet.  Their  communications  are 
intended  to  be  occafionally  pub- 
lifhed,  under  the  title  of  44  Com- 
mentaries and  EfDys."  Two  num- 
bers appeared  in  '734.  The  firft 
number  contains  44  An  Attempt  to 
illuCirate  John  xiv.  1,  2,  3  ;  a  new 
translation  of  Ifaiah  lii.  1  : — liii.  1  — 
12,  with  notes;  and  the  llluftra- 
tion  of  Chrill's  laft  Difcourfe  with 
his  difciples  continued,  from  John 
xiv.  4,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter." 
In  the  firft  of  thefe  articles,  an  en- 
tirely new  1'enfe  is  given  to  the  paf- 
fage,  and  it  is  maintained,  with 
great  ingenuity  and  candour,  that 
the  many  man  lions  which  our  Sa- 
viour fpcaks  of  in  his  father's  houfe, 
do  not  relate  to  the  heavenlv  world, 
byt  to  the  different  defignations  and 
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employments  of  the  Apoftles.  The 
new  trantlation  of  the  liii-  chapter 
of  1  aiah  is  a  very  rational  and  exact 
piece  of  criticifm,  founded  on  a 
perfeft  acquaintance  wi  h  the  ori- 
ginal language.  The  author  differs, 
in  fome  refpecls,  from  Dr.  l<owth  ; 
but  when  he  doe*  fo,  he  appear*  to 
have  aligned  good  rcafons  tor  main* 
taining  a  divcrliry  of  opinion  The 
continued  illuliration  of  the  xivth 
chapter  of  St.  John  abounds  with 
judicious  obfervation*.   I  he  fecond 
number  of  the  44  Commentaries  and 
Eflays"  includes  44  Cri  ical  Notes 
on  the  firft  nineteen  verfes  of  the 
fii  ft  chapter  of  Genefis  ;  a  Para- 
ph rafe  on  Romans  v.  8 — 19  ;  and 
a  Diflertation  concerning  the  Apof- 
tolic  Be  ediition,   2  Corinthians, 
xi  i.  '4."  1  he  ingenious  writer  of 
the  notes  on  the  firft  chapter  of 
Genefis  endeavours  to  explain  the 
Moi.dc  account  of  the  creation,  in 
confiftcncc  with  the  latcft  and  belt 
difcoveiics  in  natural  philofophy. 
We  do  not  at  prefent  recollect  what 
impreflion  was  made  iip'>n  us  by  the 
Parapiirafc  on  Romans  v.  8 — 10, 
when  we  read  it  at  the  time  of  pub* 
lication.  The  pypofeof  the  Ellay 
on  the  Apoftolic  J^enedidion,  s  to 
ftiew,  that  the  44  Communion  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft"  refers  only  to  the 
extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit  ; 
and  confeauently  that  this  part  of 
the  benediction  cannot  now  be 
ufed  with  propriety  in  chriftian  af- 
fcmblies. 

44  The  M^'ftery  hid  from  Ages 
and  Generations  made  manifeft  by 
the  Gofpel  Revelation  :  or  the  Sal- 
vation of  all  Men  the  grand  Thing 
alluded  to  in  the  cheme  of  God, 
as  opened  in  the  \7ew  Tcftament 
Writings,  and  cntrufted  with  Jcfus 
Chrift  to  bring  into  Effect,"  writ- 
ten by  one  who  u  iflies  well  to  the 
whole  human  race,  is  a  curious  and 
intcrefting  publication.  The  au- 
O  4  thor, 
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thor,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  is 
Dr.  Chauncy,  a  worthy  and  emi- 
nent divine,  at  I3ollon,  in  New- 
England.  His  detign  is  to  main- 
tain che  final  falvation  ot  every  in- 
dividual  among  the  children  of 
Adam. — The  work  is  divided  into 
three  parts.  The  tirJt  exhibits  a 
general  explanation  of  the  benevo- 
lent plan  of  God.  The  fecond  is 
intended  to  prove  it  to  be  the  truth 
of  Scripture,  that  mankind  univer- 
lally,  in  the  final  ifiue  of  this 
fcheme,  (hall  reign  in  a  happy  life 
for  ever.  The  third  is  employed 
in  aiifwering  objections.  The  au- 
thor maintains  his  pofitions  with 
ability,  as  well  as  with  zeal  ;  and 
every  liberal  mind  will  with  that 
he  could  be  fully  fuccefsful  in  ef- 
tablithing  his  doctrine.  ri  he  ge- 
neral arguments  which  he  ur^es  in 
defence  of  it  have  great  weight  ; 
but  we  do  not  rhink  him  to  be 
equally  happy  in  his  reafonings 
from  tne  New  Teftament.  He  hath 
fplitten  upon  the  rock  on  which 
many  have  been  wrecked  before 
bim,  and  that  is,  the  laying  of  too 
much  lltefs  on  certain  paifages  in 
the  Kpillle  to  the  Romans,  which 
are  of  very  doubtful  interpretation. 
The  opinion  <  f  an  eternal  exigence 
in  mifery  we  confidcr  as  equally 
repugnant  to  reafon  and  revela- 
tion ;  but  it  does  not  hence  fol- 
low that  all  mt  n  fhall  be  finally 
happy.  The  molt  natural  and  ob- 
vious fenfe  of  many  places  of  fcrip- 
ture  fcems  to  be,  that  the  incorri- 
gibly wicked  fhall  at  length  be 
Itruck  out  of  the  book  of  lite. 

1  he  pamphlet  entitled,  *«  An 
Elucidation  of  the  Unity  of  God, 
deduced  from  Scripture  and  Rca- 
fon," is  a  fenfible  and  candid  tract 
on  the  lubjeft.  Without  entering 
into  the  queflion  concerning  the 
pre-e.\iftcncc  of  Chrifr,  our  author 
endeavours  to  (lew  the  impoflibiiity 


of  his  being  equal  with  God.  At 
the  fame  time  he  profeflesthc  high- 
eft  reverence  for  our  Saviour,  and 
acknowledges  the  cre.it  and  tin- 
fpeakablc  dignity  ot  his  character, 
rrom  a  fubfequcnt  impreflion  it 
appears,  that  the  writer  is  a  lay- 
gentleman,  of  the  name  of  Gitford  ; 
and  that  his  view  is.  not  to  foment 
divifions  among  his  chrilV.an  bre- 
thren, bnt  to  forward  the  right  un- 
derftanding  of  the  Holy  Scripture. 

In  connection  with  the  preftnt 
fubje£t,    we  may  take  notice  of 
the  publication   entitled,   ««  Two 
Schemes  of  a  Trinity  confidered, 
and  the  Divine  Unity  aflerted." 
The  work,  in  fact,  confifis  of  four 
difcourfes,     originally  delivered 
from  the  pulpit,  upon"  Philippians 
ii.  5 — 7  ;  but  as  they  relate  to  an 
object   which  has   recently  been 
much    brought  into  controvcrfy, 
We  have  thought  it  belt  to  mention 
them  in  this  place.    The  tirlt  dif- 
courfc  rcprcfents  the  fcheme  of  the 
Trinity   which  is   commonly  re- 
ceived.   The  fecond  defcribes  the 
Arian  fcheme.    In  the  third  we 
have  a  view  of  the  Nazarcnc  doc- 
trine ;  and  the  fourth,  after  ex- 
plaining  the   text   according  to 
the  Nazarene  doctrine,  conclude! 
with  Remarks  and  Obfcrvarions. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  thefe 
fermons  were  written  by  the  late 
excellent  and  learned  Dr.  Lard- 
ner.   They  were  originally  intend- 
ed by  him  for  the  prefs  ;  but  from 
reafons  which  we  cannot  fatisfac- 
torily  account  for,  they  have  hi- 
therto been  withheld  from  the  pub- 
lic.   The  prcfent  editor,  if  we  are 
not  milinformed,  is  a  Mr.  Wiche, 
a  Diflcnting  miniiicr,  of  the  Bap- 
rid  perfuafion,    at  Maidftonr,  in 
Kent.    As  to  the  difcourfes  them- 
fclvcs,      they    bear  indubitable 
marks  of  Dr.  Lardner's  fimplicity 
of  character,  and  candour  of  mind, 

The 
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The  two  laft  fcrmons  arc  evidently 
in  favour  of  the  Socinian  hypo- 
thefis  ;  but  they  are  exprcired  with 
fo  much  moderation,  ar.d  dilplay 
fuch  an  unaffected  love  of  truth, 
that  the  moll  det<  nnined  enemy  to 
that  hvpothefis  cannot  be  offended 
with  the  author 

For  the  famr  reafon  that  we  have 
here  introduced  J  Jr.  Lardner's  four 
fcrmons,  we  (hall  jncntion  in  this 
place  "Chriiiie's  Dit'courfcs  on  the 
Unity."  We  had  occafion  to  take 
notice  laft  year,  that  Mi.  Chriftie 
is  a  merchant  at  Montrofc  in  Scot- 
land, wheie  he  has  formed  an  Uni 
tarian  Society.  Being  hiinfelf  a 
man  of  ability,  he  is  capable  of 
conducting  the  worfhip  or  his  ad- 
herents ;  and  the  prefent  volume 
is  the  refult  of  his  endeavours  to 
confirm  them  in  the  great  principle 
on  which  their  feparation  from  the 
eftabliftied  church  of  Scotland  has 
been  inftituted.  As,  in  the  multi- 
tude of  our  engagements,  wc  have 
not  had  lcifure  to  perufe  Mr. 
Chriflie's  Difcourfcs,  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  afecrtain  their  precifc 
merit. 

The  fame  excufe  would  not  have 
been  deemed  fufficient,  if  we  had 
not  paid  a  more  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  two  great  and  oppolite 
captains  in  the  Trinitarian  warfare, 
Dr.  Horfley  and  Dr.  Prieftley.  The 
latter  gentleman's  41  Letters  to  the 
Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans"  were 
noticed  laft  year ;  and  the  arch- 
deacon thought  them  of  confe- 
ciuence  enough  to  deferve  an  ela- 
borate reply.  This  Reply  is  car- 
ried on  in  the  Form  of  Letters, 
which  are  feventeen  in  number,  bc- 
fidcs  three  Poftfcripts,  and  an  Ap- 
pendix, containing  Short  Strictures 
on  Dr.  l'ricltlcy,  by  an  unknown 
Hand.  In  Dr.  Horilcy's  publica- 
tion a  vaft  variety  of  particulars 
are  conlidered,  though  the  author 


declines  entering  into  a  regular 
controvcrfy  uith  his  antagonilt : 
the  pojnts  difcufled  are  fo  numer- 
ous, that  to  mention  all  of  them 
would  carry  us  beyond  the  limitt 
to  which,  by  our  plan,  we  are  ne- 
cefTarily  confined.  Among  other 
matters,  the  archdeacon  contends, 
that  the  difference  he  had  aliened 
between  the  hbionitcs  and  Naza- 
rcncs was  no  lingular  or  new  opi- 
nion ;  that  the  fame  thing  wat 
maintained  by  Moflieim,  and  other 
critics  of  great  name  ;  that  the 
Nazarcncs  were  no  feft  of  the  apof- 
tolic  ;fgc  ;  that  Ebion  was  not  con- 
temporary with  St.  John  ;  and  that 
the  antiquity  of  a  feci  is  not  a 
proof  of  its  orthodoxy.  He  far- 
ther infills,  that  a  pofitivc  proof  it 
ftill  extant,  that  the  divinity  of 
Chrift  was  the  belief  of  the  very 
firft  Chriftians.  This  proof  arifes 
from  the  Epifllcs  of  St.  Barnabas, 
which,  though  not  the  work  of  an. 
apottlc,  was.  a  production  of  the 
apoftolic  age.  The  author  Dr. 
Horfley  affirms  to  have  been  a 
Chriltian  of  the  Hebrews,  a  be- 
liever in  our  Lord's  divinity,  and 
that  he  wrote  to  Chriflians  of  the* 
Hebrews  concurring  in  the  fame 
belief.  In  the  courfc  of  the  work 
the  archdeacon  maintains,  likewife, 
that  the  divinity  of  our  Lord  wat 
preached  from  the  very  beginning 
by  the  apoftles  ;  that  St.  Stephen 
was  a  martyr  to  this  doctrine  ;  that 
his  dying  ejaculations  juftify  the 
worfhip  of  Chrill ;  that  Chrift  it 
deified  in  the  ftory  of  St.  Paul't 
converhon  ;  that  the  divinity  of 
Jefus  was  acknowledged  by  the 
apofilcs  from  the  time  when  they 
acknowledged  him  for  the  Mefliah  ; 
and  that  notions  of  a  Trinity,  and 
of  the  Deity  of  the  Mefliah,  were 
current  among  the  Jews  in  the  days 
of  our  Saviour.  A  whole  letter  is 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  flicw, 

that 
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that  the  Unitarian  docVine  is  not 
well  calculated  for  the  converfion 
of  Jews,  Mahometans,  or  Infidels, 
of  any  defcription.  This  we  can- 
no;  but  regard  as  one  of  the  bold- 
eft  parts  of  Dr.  Horflcy's  under- 
taking. lr  hath  given  us  con- 
cern to  obfervc  a  riling  fpirit  of 
acrimony  in  the  publication  before 
\is.  Hitherto  the  two  doctors  had 
treated  each  other  with  refpeft  and 
politenc  s  :  but  the  archdeacon  has 
now  fuffered  himfelf  to  lofc  the 
modera  ion  which  was  fo  commend- 
able in  his  Charge,  lie  rcquently 
treats  Dr.  Prie^ley  with  contempt, 
and  c  en  avejf  s  htm  of  mifrepre- 
fentations  and  deceits  in  the  ma- 
rt gement  of  quotations  and  autho- 
rities, which  thofe  who  arc  well 
acquainted  with  the  do^or  know 
him  to  he  incapable  of  pracliling. 
Be  fides  this,  a  general  haughtinefs 
of  manner  prevails  in  the  prefent 
performance.  Dr.  Horfley  aflumcs 
much  upon  his  abilities  and  learn- 
in?,  and  informs  his  readers  that 
he  is  at  home  in  the  Greek.  Afl 
this  was  perfectly  ncedlefs  ;  for  the 
literary  world  »»oull  have  done 
jutlice  to  the  doctor's  erudition, 
without  being  told  of  it  by  him- 
felf.  Surely  he  was  not  afraid  that 
nvir.Uind  would  not  fee  and  uc- 
kr.ov  ledge  it,  unlets  reminded  of  it 
by  liis  own  pen.  We  could  have 
wifhed,  too,  tha'  the  archdracon 
r»ad  not  yone  fo  far  out  of  his  way, 
in  fome  things  advanced  by  him 
in  his  lad  ctter,  uhich  have  the 
appearance  of  carrying  ecclefiaPi- 
cal  claims  to  a  height  that  was 
thought  to  be  exploded  ;  and  which 
can  fcarcely  be  vindicated  from 
looking  a  little  too  favourably  to- 
wards a  certain  degree  of  rellrwint 
in  religious  matters.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  credit  of  abilities,  of 
general  learning,  and  of  poflcfling 
llrong  powers  of  compofition,  will 


never  be  denied  to  Dr.  Horfley; 

and  manv  of  the  arguments  and 
authorities  which  he  has  allcdjreJ  in 
the  fupport  of  his  potitions,  will 
be  found  defcrving  of  fcrious  con- 
fideraiion. 

So  important  were  feveral  of  the 
reafonings  and  fads  produced  by 
the  archdeacon  of  St.  Albans,  and 
fo  dccilive  was  the  manner  in  which 
he  expreffed  himlelf,  that  great 
n  'inbers  were  of  opinion  that  he 
had  obtained  a  complete  vi&ory 
ov  r  his  antagnnilt ;  and  oil  ers 
were  apprchenfive  th  t  Dr.  "riert- 
Icy  w  ould  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  invalidate  the  proofs  a,  J  weaken 
the  allegations,  which  had  been 
u  gcd,  w  th  full  confidence,  agamft 
the  Unitarian  fyticm.  But  the 
doclor  is  n.  t  .t  r.ian  cafily  to  be 
fubdurd.  Mis  intelle*;ual  powers 
arc  fo  eminent,  and  he  is  fo  able  a 
mafter  of  controverfy,  that  he 
muft  be  a  formidable  enemy  in- 
deed, who  could  infpire  hm  with 
teiror.  -  He  foon  prcfented  himfelf 
to  the  public,  in  "  Letters  to  Dr. 
Horfley,  Part  the  Second,  contain- 
ing farther  Evidence  that  the  pri- 
mitive Chriftian  Church  was  Uni- 
tarian." Some  of  the  principal 
poii.ts  infilled  upon  in  thefc  Let- 
ter:, are,  the  Doctrine  of  the  fid: 
Ages  concerning  the  Perfon  of 
Chrifl  ;  rhc  Nazarencs  and  Ebion- 
ites ;  the  fuppofed  orthodox  Church 
at  'crufalem  ;  Hcrefy  in  thecurlieft 
Times ;  the  Light  in  which  the 
Uniraiians  were  confidered  in  later 
Ages,  and  the  ilate  of  the  common 
People  at  all  Times  ;  the  Time 
when  Chrift  began  to  be  confidered 
as  God,  and  the  Opinion  of  the 
ancient  »nd  modern  Jews  with  Ref- 
pe.'t  to  the  Median  ;  the  Perfonifi- 
cation  of  the  Logos  ;  certain  Con* 
fiderations  relating  to  the  Doclrine 
of  the  Trinity  ;  Prayers  to  Chrirt  ; 
and  the  State  of  Unitarian  Princi- 
ple? 
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pies  with  Refpect  to  Mahomctanifm 
and  infidelity.    In  the  dilcurlion 
ot'  thefe  qu.ltions,  every  impartial 
man  mut  admire  the  do  lor's  abili- 
ties, and  be  fcnfible  ot  his  litera- 
ture.   It  u  iurpriting  how  well  he 
comes  off  in  the  places  where  he 
was  deemed  to  ha  e  been  the  molt 
vulnerable.     ^  ithout  pretending 
to  deciue  on  the  general  quciiion, 
truth  and  candour  oblige  u3  to  con- 
fefs,  that  we  were  Uruck  with  the 
fuperior  manner  in  which  he  hath 
acquitted  himfelf,  in  the  a  cs  that 
feemed  to  be  the  mor  doubttul  and 
difficult.    There  are  tew  inuanccs 
indeed,   a  herein  hi    anl\vcrs  are 
fjuch  a^  an  enemy  will  deny  to  be 
plaufible,  and  whic    a  friend  will 
n<  t  regard  as  entirely  latistacfory. 
In  w  ;at  he  hath  faid  concerning 
the  Clementine  recognitions,  and 
on  other  occafi  nal  points,  his  moll 
ardent  admirers  may,  perhaps,  dif- 
agree  with  him  ;  but  thefc  things 
they  will  eOimate  as  trifling,  com- 
pared with  the  general  merit  of  the 
performance.    Here  we  apprehend 
that  the  contcft  between  Dr.  Horf- 
ley  and  Dr.  Prie  ley  is  brought  tc 
*  conclufion,  a3  the  former  gentle- 
man is  not  expected  to  engage  in 
>t  any  farther. 

Two  or  three  traces  which  have 
a  connection  with  this  controverfy 
will  be  more  briefly  mentioned. 
Dr.  Priestley  having  had  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  the  articles  in 
the  Monthly  Review  relative  to  his 
Hillory  of  the  Corruptions  of 
Chritlianity,  and  other  fub  Sequent 
pieces,  were  written  by  the  rev. 
j\Ir.  Samuel  badcock,  at  prefent  a 
Differing  clergyman,  at  South- 
Moultcn,  in  Devonflrire,  has 
thought  proper  to  hold  him  out 
particularly  to  the  public.  1  his 
jie  has  done  in  hjs  *•  Remarks  on 
the  Monthly  Review  of  the  Let- 
ters to  Dr.  Horfley."  The  pamphr 
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let  is  not  wholly  employed  in  per* 
fonil  altercation,  but  enters  into 
fome  points  relative  to  the  matters 
in  diipute,  in  the  di feu lfion  of 
which  the  author  difplays  his  ufual 
acutenefs. 

Dr.  PriclUey's  attack    on  Mr. 
B.idcock  was  fpeedily  followed  by 
an   Anfwer,  which,   though  not 
publiflied  in  the  name  of  that  gen- 
tleman, was  concluded  to  be  of  his 
compoiition.    He  deemed  his  pro- 
vocation to  be  great ;  and  on  that 
account,    Wi*    luppofe,  imagined 
himfelf  juftificd  in  the  excrcife  of 
uncommon  feverity.     1  he  exulta- 
tion, triumph,  and  contempt,  with 
which  the  leiter*writcr  treats  Dr. 
Prieiiley,  is  what  no  man  has  a 
right  to  aflume  a  gain  ft  fuch  a  dif- 
tinguilhed  character.  However  the 
doctor  may  be    nought  to  be  mif- 
taken  in  lome  points,  his  various 
and  Iurpriling  labours,  in  the  caufe 
of  ciencc  and  literature,  will  trans- 
mit his  name  with  eminent  lultre 
to  poiterity,  when  the  criticifms  of 
an  i  ^enious  and  fpirited,  bur  pe- 
tulant Reviewer,  will  either  be  for- 
gotten or  totally  d  1  regarded 

A  Mr.  Rowles  has  publiflied 
14  Remark:  on  j;r  Priestley's  Let- 
ters to  Dr.  Horfley,"  the  chief  ob- 
ject ot  which  is,  the  doctor's  opi- 
nion concerning  the  materiality  of 
the  living  principle  in  man.  Mr. 
Rowles  maintains  the  immateriality 
of  the  foul,  and  endeavours  to  ex- 
pole  the  ah  urdity  of  the  contrary 
doctrine,  by  calling  wit  and  hu- 
mour to  his  aid,  as  well  as  reafon 
and  Scripture;  but  he  is  not  very 
expert  in  the  management  of  any 
of  thefe  different  weapons.  He  is 
an  advocate,  likewife,  for  certain 
point 3  of  orthodoxy,  which  fome 
of  Dr.  pricftley's  warmed  admirers 
will  elieem  of  much  more  doubtful 
difputatiun.  Whether  Mr.  Rowles 
be  right  or  wrong  in  his  politions, 
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will  fcarecly  be  efteemed  of  con- 
fequence  enough  to  merit  particular 
notice. 

Mr.  Wakefield's  "  Enquiry  into 
the  Opinions  of  the  Chriilian  Wri- 
ters of  the  three  firli  Centuries  con- 
cerning the  Perfon  of  C  brill,"  is 
an  original  work  upon  the  fubject ; 
and  has  no  reference  to  the  difputes 
carried  on  between  Dr  Prietfley 
and  his  antagonists.    Dr.  Prieftley, 
at  the  fame  time,  cannot  be  ani- 
mated with  greater  zeal  than  the 
prefent  author  is,  to  demolilh  the 
jyllem  of  the  pre-cxiftcncc  and  di- 
vinity of  our  Saviour.    In  the  in- 
troduction to  his  performance,  Mr. 
"Wakefield  endeavours  t«  (hew,  firft, 
that  the  do<5tx  ne  of  a  Trinity  in 
"Unity  is  not  mentioned,   or  im- 
plied in  the  Old  Tellamcnt ;  and, 
iecondly,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
not  fuppo'ed  to  ke  dtilinct  from 
God  himfelf,  either  by  the  ancient 
Jews  or  by  the  apoilles ;  nor  is  he 
fpoken  of  as  a  dillinct  pcrfon  either 
in  the   Old  or  New  Teltamcnt. 
^  he  Enquiry  itfelf  is  divided  into 
three  parts.    The  firft  is  dcfigticd 
to  prove,  that  Jefus  Chriir  ia  not 
fpoken  or  conceived  of  as  the  fu- 
preme  God  of  Chriftians  by  the 
cvangelifts,  whofe  opinions  arc  par- 
ticularly examined  according  to  the 
order  in  which  they  lland  in  the 
canon.    The  fecond  part  is  em- 
ployed in  examining  the  epiilolary 
writers  of  the  New  Teitament ; 
and  the  thfrd  eonfidcrs  the  opinions 
of  the  apoilolical  fathers,  Barna- 
bas,  Hcrmas,  Clemcnr,  Ignatius 
and  Polycarp,  relating  to  the  pcr- 
fon of  Chritt.    Under  thefe  feve- 
ral  heads  Mr.  Wakefield  difplays 
great  extent  of  learning,  and  no 
fmxll  porron  of  critical  dilcern- 
ment.    He  is  a  confummjte  maf- 
ter  of  the  Greek  language,  and  ' 
deeply  convcrfant  in  Grecian  lite- 
rature ;  nor  is  he  inJ'c;iubie  of  his 
t 


excellence  in  thefe  refperts.  Ia 
the  truth  and  goodnels  of  the 
caufc  in  which  he  i*  engaged  he 
has  the  moft  perfect  contidence. 
We  have  formerly  had  occafion 
to  blame  Mr.  Wakefield  for  giv- 
ing way  to  a  dogmatical  and  pe- 
tulant fpirit ;  and  we  are  forry  to 
obferve  that  he  is  Mil  too  much 
actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit.  Why 
fhould  he  continue  to  injur* 
his  reputation,  and  lefien  the 
eftcem  of  mankind,  by  indulging 
the  ebullitions  of  arrogance  and 
conceit,  when,  if  he  would  unite 
mode  fly  with  dignity,  he  is  fo  well 
capable  of  fu Training  an  illultriotis 
Kation  in  the  republic  of  letters  ? 
Two  volumes  more  will  probably 
be  necedary  to  complete  the  au- 
thor's dclign. 

"  A  Friendly  Dialogue,  between 
a  common  Unitarian  Chri':ian  and 
an  Athanalian,"  is  a  republication, 
with  very  conliderable  alterations, 
of  a  tract  formerly  p  inted  by  Mr. 
Hopkins.  The  alterations  chiefly 
conlilt  in  the  exclusion  of  fuch 
parages  as  were  favourable  to  the 
Arian  fyltem,  and  are  intended  to 
render  the  piece  more  flriclly  Uni- 
tarian, in  the  Socinian  fenfe  of  the 
word.  They  have  not  been  made 
by  the  original  author,  but  bv  the 
prefent  editor,  whom  we  believe  to 
be  Dr.  Difney.  The  Chriftian 
temper  with  which  this  pamphlet 
is  written  will  be  plcaiing  to  every 
candid  and  liberal  mind. 

Mr.  Towgood's  "  Grouuds  of 
Faith  in  Jefus  Chrill  briefly  ftatcd, 
and  (hewn  to  be  a  folid  Foundation 
for  Peace  and  Joy  unfpcakablc,"  is 
the  final  production  of  a  gentleman 
of  great  note  among  the  Vrotelbnt 
DiHcntcrs,  and  who  has  been  the 
prime  advocate  during  part  of  the 
prefent  century,  for  their  fepara- 
tion  from  the  cfrabliflied  church. 
Beiug  now  coafidcrably  abovceighty 
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yrzrs  oPagc,  and  having  quitted  his 
paltoral  office,  which  he  had  long 
Curtained,  in  the  city  of  Exeter, 
with  the  higheft  reputation,  he  here 
takes  leave  of  his  people,  with  the 
warmed  fentimcnts  and  cxprctiion^ 
of  gratitude  and  aft'edion,  and  oilers 
them  his  paternal  advice.  The  pie- 
ty, zeal,  and  candour  with  which 
his  performance  is  animated,  will 
be  edifying  to  every  reader,  and  can- 
not fail  of  being  particularly  felt  by 
thofe  to  whom  it  is  more  immedi- 
ately addreflcd.  We  do  not  concur 
with  the  worthy  writer  in  every 
point  of  dodrine ;  but  we  mould 
edeem  ourfclves  ill  employed,  were 
we  to  fpend  our  time  in  criticilms 
on  a  trad  which  is  in  general  fo  ex- 
cellent, and  which  dilplays  lb  pious 
and  benevolent  a  fpirit. 

To  Mr.  Pike's  '*  Forms  for  Pub- 
lic Devotions,"  we  have  not  been 
able  to  pay  a  very  peculiar  atten- 
tion. They  were  intended  for  Lan- 
cader  Chapel,  and  were  ufed  there 
for  a  little  time  ;  but  the  plan,  we 
are  informed,  did  not  fuccccd.  It 
is  evident,  from  the  author's  pre- 
face, and  from  the  body  of  the 
work,  that  he  differs  confiderably  in 
opinion  from  Mr.  Lindfcy  ;  his 
fentimcnts  approaching  more  near- 
ly, though  not  entirely,  to  the  com- 
mon ftandard  of  orthodoxy.  For 
the  fake  of  variety,  the  devotional 
fcrvices  arc  four  in  number.  The 
prayers  appear  to  be  drawn  up  with 
great  fcrioufnefs,  and  manifed  a 
truly  Chridian  temper.  From  the 
inaccuracy  and  confuiion  with  re- 
gard to  punctuation,  which  may  be 
obferved  in  the  dedication  and  the 
preface,  we  imagine  that  Mr.  Pike 
is  a  young  man,  or  at  lead  a  young 
writer,  who  is  not  yet  fufficicntly 
verfed  in  the  mechanical  parts  of 
com  poli  t  ion. 

The  long  and  frequently  difputed 
quefiion  concerning  Infant  Baptifm 


has  been  lately,  in  fome  degree,  re- 
vived. Mr.  Matthew  Iieniy,  the 
2;xpolitor,  an  eminent  Nonconfor-. 
milt  Minider  in  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century,  and  whofe 
works  arc  held  in  high  edeem,  not 
only  by  numbers  of  the  Diflentcrs, 
but  among  many  pious  pcrfons  of 
other  denominations,  left  behind 
him  a  large  44  Trcatife  on  Baptifm,'* 
drawn  up  from  ancient  writers  with 
great  care  and  labour,  fairly  tran- 
scribed with  his  own  hand,  and 
ready  for  the  prefs.  The  manu- 
fcript,  after  having  lain  feventy 
years  in  obfeurity,  has  at  length 
bet  n  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Robins,  fome  time  fine© 
Divinity  tutor  in  the  Diffenting 
academy  at  Daventry,  who  has  been 
pre va*. led  upon  to  undertake  the 
abridgment  of  the  former  part  of 
the  trcatife,  and  the  revifal  of  the 
whole,  in  order  to  its  publication 
in  a  fizc  and  form  mod  likely  to  be 
acceptable  and  ufcful.  1  his  talk 
has  been  executed  with  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  labour.  Mr.  Robins  has 
contracted  the  controvcrfial  divifion 
of  the  work  into  lefs  than  a  fourth 
part  of  its  original  extent  ;  and  ho 
has  endeavoured  to  abridge  the 
practical  reflections  without  dedroy- 
ingthe  fymmctrv,  fpirit,  and  popu- 
larity of  the  whole.  The  feven 
chapters  into  which  this  perform- 
ance is  divided,  have  the  following 
titles.  44  The  Nature  ot  Baptifm 
"  The  Subjects  of  Baptifm  44  It's 
Necellity  and  Efficacy  44  Of  tho 
Circumilaflces  of  its  Admiuidra- 
tion  ;"  44  Of  the  practical  Improve* 
meat  of  our  own  Baptifm  44  Di- 
rections to  Parents  concerning  tha^ 
of  their  Children  ;"  44  Directions' 
what  to  do  when  we  arc  prefenx 
where  the  Ordinance  of  Baptifm  is 
adminidcred."  Any  production  of 
fo  popular  a  writer  as  Mr.  Henr^. 
will  find  a  number  of  readors,  cfpe- 
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dally  among  thofc  who  concur 
with  the  author  in  the  general 
firain  of  his  theological  fentimcnts. 

A  publication  of  fuch  con  fe- 
ci uence,  and  originally  proceeding 
from  fo  eminent  a  hand,  hath  awa- 
kened the  zeal  of  the  Anti-Patdo- 
baptifls.  Mr.  Jenkins  hath  at- 
tacked it  with  vigour,  in  a  pamph- 
let, entitled,  44  The  Inconfiitency 
of  Infant  fprinklin^  with  Christian 
Baptifm,  with  religious  Ufefulnefs, 
and  with  Salvation  by  Chrilt  alone." 
From  this  title,  it  is  apparent  how 
ardent  Mr.  Jenkins  is  tor  the  caufe 
be  hath  efpoufed.  The  points  he 
maintains,  in  fix  letters  to  the  edi- 
tor of  Mr.  Henry's  Treatife,  are, 
that  what  is  called  Infant  Baptifm 
is  totally  incompatible  with  the  na- 
ture, defign,  and  end  of  Baptifm, 
confidered  as  a  moral  inflitution  ; 
that  it  is  no  lefs  inconfiftent  with 
the  explicit  defi-nation  of  the  or- 
dinance, as  particularly  delineated 
in  Scripture  ;  that  there  is  no  pre- 
cept to  enforce,  and  no  example  to 
illuftrate  the  practice  ;  that  it  is 
both  ufelcfs,  and  of  dangerous  ten- 
dency ;  and  that  immcrfion  is  the 
only  fcriptural  mode  of  baptifm. 
The  injurious  reflections  call  upon 
immcrfion  by  Mr.  Henry  are 
Wrongly  animadverted  upon  by  the 
prefent  writer  ;  and,  indeed,  we  are 
furprized  that  the  propriety  of  fup- 
preifing  them  did  not  occur  to  Mr. 
Robins. 

A  Mr.  Richards  is  fo  full  of  zeal 
againft  the  praclice  of  Infant  Bap- 
tifm, or  Infant  Sprinkling,  as  he 
and  writers  of  the  fame  ftamp  chooie 
to  call  it,  that  he  makes  it  the  prime 
Object  of  his  animadverfion  and  fa- 
tore,  in  his  44  Hiftory  of  Anfichritt, 
or  Free  Thoughts  on  the  Corrup- 
tion* of  Chriilianity."  This  au- 
thor has,  likewifc,  been  engaged  in 
a  controverfy  upon  the  fubject  with 
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a  Mr.  Carter.  We  have  had  rid* 
leifure  to  attend  to  their  difputes. 

Mr.  Booth,  in  his  44  :  cedobap- 
tifm  examined,  on  the  Principles, 
Conccffions,  and  Reafonings  of  the 
moft  learned  Paedobapti^s,"  hath 
(hewn  that  he  is  a  powerful  advo- 
cate for  the  practice  of  adult  Bap- 
tifm. He  has  entered  deeply  into 
the  fubje^  ;  and,  from  a  veryexten- 
five  reading,  has  colle  'ted  together 
a  large  number  of  paflages,  wherein 
the  friends  of  Infant  Baptifm  have, 
in  one  form  or  other,  riven  up  the 
arguments  on  which  u  is  founded. 
The  advantage  which  Mr.  Booth 
believes  himlelf  to  have  gained,  is 
pufhed  by  him  with  great  \igour; 
but  we  Humid  have  been  much  bet- 
ter plcafed  with  h\m  if  he  had  con- 
ducted his  attack  with  lefs  fevcrity, 
and  if  he  had  been  lefs  under  the 
influence  of  narrow  and  bigotted 
principle*. 

In  this  and  the  preceding  year, 
there  has  been  a  llight  revival  of 
the  controverfy  between  the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Prote- 
ftant  Piflenters.  Mr.  Newton,  a 
clergyman  in  the  metropolis,  of  a 
Mcthodiilical  caft,  wrote,  in  178?, 
a  Trar>,  entitled,  44  Apologia," 
which  was  intended  to  vindicate  hit 
quitting  the  Nonconform^!*,  with 
whom  he  had  originally  been  in 
communion,  and  his  receiving  ho- 
ly orders  according  to  the  eftablilh- 
ed  forms.  This  pairphlet,  being 
out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  our 
reading,  entirely  efcapedour  notice 
at  the  time  of  its  publication ;  but  we 
have  fince  heard  that  it  excited  no 
fmall  degree  of  attention  among  the 
Calviniltical  Diflcnters,  and  that  it 
was  deemed  a  formidable  attack 
upon  them.  Accordingly,  it  ha* 
been  thought  worthy  of  a  particu- 
lar anfwer ;  and  this  hath  been 
given  to  it  by  a  DuTenting  minifter, 

we 
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we  believe  of  fome  eminence,  in 
**  An  Apology,  and  a  Shield  for 
Proteftant  Difientcrs,  in  thefe  Times 
of  In  liability  and  Mifreprefenta- 
tion."  There  is  fomething  of  a, 
quaintnefs  in  this  title,  which  docs 
Bot  entirely  meet  with  our  appro- 
bation ;  but  the  work  itfclf  is  the 
production  of  a  fenfible  man,  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  fubjcCt 
upon  which  he  writes,  and  who,  we 
doubt  not,  will  be  conudered  as 
having  performed  a  fignal  piece  of 
fervice  to  that  part  of  the  Noncon- 
formity, for  whom  it  was  more  im- 
mediately dcfigned.  Neither  Mr. 
Newton  nor  his  anfwercr  have 
wholly  abllained  from  expreflions 
of  fcvcrity,which  might  better  have 
been  fpared. 

The  "  Directions  for  the  Student 
in  Theology"  come  from  a  writer 
who  is  well  qualified  for  giving 
theological  aefvice.  The  objects 
of  his  recommendation  are,  the 
Greek  Teftament  and  the  Septua- 
gint ;  Homer,  Hefiod,  and  fome 
other  principal  claffics ;  Frideaux's 
Connection,  Wiikins's  Natural  Re- 
ligion, Clarke's  Difcourfcs  on  the 
fame  fubject,  Lardncr's  Credibility, 
and  Biftiop  Newcome's  Life  of 
Chrift  ;  the  ftudy  of  the  Hebrew 
Language,  without  points  ;  a  cri- 
tical ftudy  of  the  four  Gofpcls,  of 
the  Arts  of  the  Apotllcs,  and  of  the 
EpilUes ;  the  Works  of  Jofcphus ; 
the  Fathers  of  the  firtt,  fecond;  and 
third  centuries  ;  the  Chaldee,  Sy- 
riac,  and  other  oriental  langua- 
ges. A  perfon  may  undoubtedly 
be  a  good  and  ufeful  minifter  of  the 
Gofpel  without  fuch  an  extent  of 
critical  knowledge :  but  fome  de- 
gree of  it  he  ought  to  acquire  ;  and 
the  more  he  is  poflefled  of  it,  the 
more  will  he  defcrve  the  character 
of  a  fcribe  well  inftructed  in  the 
myfterief  of  the  kingdom  of  Hea- 
tcn. 
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The  writer  of  "  A  Letter  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  the  City  of 
Worceller,  from  the  late  Chaplain 
of  that  Society,"  is  a  Mr.  Whar- 
ton, who  here  ftates  the  motive* 
which  induced  him  to  relinquifli 
their  communion,  an  !  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Proteftant  Church. 
This  pamphlet  was  originally  print- 
ed at  Philadelphia  ;  but  fome  copies 
of  it  which  were  fent  over  to  the 
author's  friends  in  England,  hav- 
ing been  fuppreflcd  from  a  princi- 
ple of  bigotry,  he  has  though* pro- 
per to  republifti  it  in  London.  The 
reafons  he  has  afligned  for  quitting 
the  church  of  Rome  are  fuch  as  the 
adherents  of  that  church  witt  never 
be  able  to  anfwer.  We  are  pleafed 
with  the  teftimony  of  gratitude  and 
refpeel,  which  Mr.  Whart  n  has 
paid  to  the  moral  character  of  the 
Jefuits,  among  whom  he  was  edu- 
cated. Holhie  as  we  have  ever 
been  to  the  general  principles  of 
that  body  of  men,  and  greatly  as 
we  have  detcrtcd  the  conduct  of  fe- 
veral  individuals  among  them,  efpe- 
cially  in  former  times,  we  are  firmly 
perfuaded  that  their  late  diflblu'ion 
was  preceded  by  many  accufations 
and  charges,  which  were  either 
wholly  groundlefs  or  unjuftly  ex- 
aggerated. The  lofs  of  them,  in 
point  of  claflical  inftruction,  has, 
we  believe,  been  fenfibly  felt  in  ma- 
ny Popilli  countries. 

We  forgot  to  mention,  in  its  pro- 
per place,  Mr.  E.  W.  Whitaker's 
«*  Diflertation  on  the  Prophecies  re- 
lating to  the  final  Reltoration  of 
the  Jews."  The  pofition  maintain- 
ed by  the  author  is,  that  the  Jews 
will  be  finally  reflored  to  their  own 
country,  where  they  will  fee  a  l»ng 
age  of  profperity,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  God  and  his  Chrift.  If  Mr. 
Whitaker  had  been  more  exact  and 
critical  in  his  difcrimination  of  the 
various  predictions  which  he  has 

collected" 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


[«4]    DOMESTIC  LITERATURE 


collected  together,  he  might  hare 
Afforded  greater  fatisfaflion  to  judi- 
cious readers. 

The  Sermons  in  general  of  1 784, 
do  not  make  fo  dittinguiihed  a  fi- 
gure as  thofe  of  the  preceding  year ; 
iior  do  they  udmit  of  being  10  com- 
modioully  divided  into  fuch  as  were 
written  by  the  divines  of  the  efta- 
bliflied  church,  and  fuch  as  came 
from  the  hands  of  proteftant  Dif- 
fenters.  We  fliall,  therefore,  take 
them  as  they  occur,  which,  for  the 
mod  part,  will  be  in  the  order  of 
publication.  Dr.  Henry  Hunter 
has  printed  another  volume  of  his 
«*  Sacred  Biography,"  containing 
eighteen  difcourfes  on  the  hiftory 
ot  Ifaac,  Jacob,  |ofeph,  and  Mofes. 
On  the  character  of  thele  difcourfes 
there  is  the  lefs  occafion  to  fpeak, 
as  in  our  laft  Regifter  \vc  were  call- 
ed upon  to  deliver  our  fentiments 
concerning  the  ingenious  author. 
We  then  gave  teftimony  to  the  per- 
fpicuity,  force,  and  fpirit,  with 
which  he  writes,  and  to  the  ufcful- 
nefs  and  popularity  of  his  delign. 
The  fame  tribute  of  approbation  is 
due  to  the  prefent  volume. 

Mr.  Pcrcival  Stockd  le,  who  is 
known  to  the  world  in  the  character 
of  a  poet  and  critic,  as  well  as  of  a 
divine,  has  published  44  Sermons 
on  important  and  interefting  Sub- 
jects." The  praife  of  ingenuity 
and  vivacity  will  never  be  denied  to 
this  author,  and  the  tendency  of  his 
difcourfes  is  moral,  practical,  and 
ufeful.  At  the  fame  time,  ne  in- 
dulges to  fome  eccentricities  in  his 
mode  of  writing,  which  every  read- 
er may  not  approve,  but  w  hich  he 
himfclf  probably  regards  as  likely 
to  add  to  the  fpirit  and  acceptance 
of  his  compofitions.  Should  he 
change  his  fentiments  upon  this 
head,  what  fomc  perfons  eftccm  as 
faults  will  eafily  be  avoided. 


Mr.  Robinfon  of  Cambridge  has 
at  length  completed,  in*  five  vo- 
lumes,  his  tranflation  of  Saurin's 
Sermons.  On  Monlieur  Saurin's 
literary  character,  as  it  is  already  fo 
well  known  to  mod  of  our  readers, 
we  need  not  expatiate.  That  he 
was  a  mod  eminent  preacher,  that 
he  poffeffed  great  elegance  and  great 
eloquence  will  not  be  difputed.  Se- 
veral of  his  difcourfes  rife  to  a  high 
degree  of  excellence,  and  many  paf- 
fages  in  them  are  very  tfriking  and 
fublime.  But  whilft  we  ftnecrtly 
join  in  all  this  applauic,  \vc  mult  be 
indulged  in  faying,  that  they  arc  not 
in  every  refjxa  exactly  fuit<  d  to  our 
taile.  Indeed,  vvc  never  met  with 
any  French  fermons  that  fully  com- 
ported with  a  genuine  Englifli  un- 
derstanding. Amidtt  a  variety  of 
admirable  and  brillian  tirokes,  there 
is  ufually  fomething  in  them  of  falfe 
refinement  or  extravagance,  at 
which  found  judgment  recoils.  In 
Saurin  wc  ate  not  always  fatisficd 
either  with  his  fentiments  or  me- 
thod. However,  wc  rejoice  that 
Mr.  Robinfon  has  put  him  into  the 
power  of  thofe  who  were  not  ac- 
quainted w  ith  the  original  ;  and 
tnink  that  herein  he  has  performed 
an  important  fervicc  to  the  caufe  of 
practical  Chriftianity.  The  value 
of  the  prefent  publication  is  not  a 
little  enhanced  by  the  tranflator's 
fkctch  of  the  ftate  of  religion  in 
France  till  the  revocation  of  the 
cdirt  of  Nantz,  by  his  memoirs  of 
Monlieur  Saurin's  life,  and  by  his 
prefaces  to  the  different  volumes. 

The  third  volume  of  Dr.  Walk- 
er's practical  Sermons  is  a  poilhu- 
mous  publication.  The  doclor, 
who  died  in  1783,  was  one  of  the 
minifters  of  the  High  Church  of 
Edinburgh,  and  a  colleague  with 
Dr.  Blair.  To  the  elcgancie*  and 
refinements  of  com  poll  t  ion,  by 
which  the  latter  gentleman  has  ob- 
tained 
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tained  fo  much  reputation,  our  au-   tian  Religions  ;  in  the  eighth,  the 
thor  never  arrived.    But  he  is  faid    internal  evidences  of  thele  two  re- 
to  have  been  fupcrior  to  his  partner    Unions  are  compared  ;  and  the  ninth 
in  a  natural,  unaffefled,  and  grace-    reprefents  the  contrary  effects  of 
ful  delivery.    The  difcourfes  now    Mahometan  iftn    and  LhritUanity. 
publiflied  are  well  calculated  for  the    r]  hefe  fevcral  topics  are  difcufled 
general    edification    of   Chritiian    with  eminent  ability  ;  and  the  con- 
readers,  tratt  which  is  drawn  between  the 
Of  Downes's  "  Sermons  on  va-   character  of  the  Arabian  Prophet 
nous  Subject*, "  we  can  only  fpeak   and  the  character  of  our  Saviour  U 
from  the  info.mation  of  others,    admirably  conducted.    Mr.  White 
The  character  given  of  them  is,    is  entitled  to  great  praife,  not  only 
that  they  arc  written  in  a  perfpicu-    for  his  fentimcnts  and  his  reafoning, 
ous  ftyle,  that  they  arc  adapted  to    but  alio  for  his  language.  The 
common  capacities,  and  that  they    coinpolition  is  highly  polifhed,  the 
are  fitted  to  promote  real  religion.      periods  are  finely  turned  and  round- 
Mr.  White's  Sermons,  conta  n-    cd,  and  ltrength  and  fplendour  are 
ing  a  view  of  Chriilianity  and  Ma-    combined  with  elegance  of  lVylc. 
homctanifm,  in  their  hiftory,  their    If  our  ingenious  and  learned  pro- 
evidence,  and  their  effects,  confti-  w  feflbr  had  treated  on  his  fubjedt 
tute  the  prime  publica' ion  of  the    w  thout  ever  introducing  any  of  the? 
year,  in  that  fpecies  of  compofition    mytlcrious  and  difputable  doctrines, 
on  which  we  arc  now   treating,    concerning  which  the  mutt  upright 
They  were  preached  before  the  Uni-    and  zealous  friends  of  revelation 
vcriity  of  Oxford,  at  the  lectuie    wid  ly  differ,  his  work  would  have 
founded  by  Mr.  Bampton,  and  have    been  more  valuable,  and  more  fitted 
conferred  peculiar  glory  on  that  in-    to  be  handed  down  with  approba- 
fiitution.     Mr.  White  was  very    tion  to  polterity.    No  temporary 
happy  in  choofing  for  his  fubject  a   or  extraneous  matter  fl.ould  have 
comparifon    between  Chrifnanity    been  admitted  into  fuch  a  work.  Ic 
and  Mahometanifm,  being  a  fubject    iliould  have  contained  nothing  that 
curious  and  important  in  itfc-lf,  and    favours  of  particular  fylleras,  no- 
which  he  was  eminently  qualified  to    thing  but  what  relates  to  our  corn- 
manage,  by  his  knowledge  of  ori-    mon  Chriilianity,  and  the  different 
ental  literature,  of  which  he  had  ul-    kinds  of  evidence  on  which  the 
ready  afforded  fcveral  linking  proofs    Goi"pc4  and  the  Alcoran  are  found- 
to  the  public,  and  thereby  tctiified    ed.     We  cannot  help  informing 
how  ably  he  futfains  the  character    our  readers  of  the  fuccefb  which  has 
of  Archbifhop  Laud's  profeflbr  of  attended    Mr.  White's  Sermons. 
Arabic.  The  difcourfes,  which  are    Notwithstanding  their  length,  when 
of  great  length,  are  nine  in  number,    he  preached  them  before  the  Univcr- 
The  firft  opens  the  plan;  the  fe-   fuy  of  Oxford.  St.  Mary^s  Church 
cond  confidcrs  the  hiftory  of  Ma-    was  prodigioully  crowded-  An  edi- 
homctanifm,  and  the  third  that  of  tion  of  a  thoufand  copies  was  fpecdi- 
Chriftianiry  ;  in  the  fourth  thecha-    ly  fold.  A  fecund  impieflion  of  two 
racter  of  Mahomet  is  difplayed,  and   thoufand  has   been  printed,  and 
the  fifth  defcribes  the  life  and  cha-    meets  with  a  very  rapid  fale.  The* 
ractcr  of  Chrift ;  the  lixth  and  fc-   author  has  acquired  both  honour 
vrnth  relate  to  the  external  cvi-    and  profit  ;  ?.ad  we  doubt  not  but 
<k  iceof  the  Mahometan  and  Chrif-    that  he  will  receive  foroe  mark  of 
1 734.  J* 
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favour  from  the   Archbifliop  of  to  which  his  time  and  his  fiudica 

Canterbury,  for  the  fervice  he  has  have  always  been  devoted. 

done  to  the  Chriilian  caufe.  Twoother  fingle  Sermons  which, 

Though  the  finale  Sermons  of  the  from  the  fpirit,  ability,  and  learning 

year  have  been  very  numerous,  and  with  which  they  art  wiitten,  arc 

many  of  them  appear  to  be  excel-  entitled   to   diftingu iflied  notice, 

lent,  it  doth  not  comport  with  our  were  both  of  them  delivered  on 

plan  to  give  them  a  ditiintt  confide-  occafion   of  the  primary  vititat ion 

ration.    If  we  take  the  liberty  of  of  the  Bifliop  of  Norwich.  The 

mentioning  a  few  of  them  in  a  more  firft  was  preached  in  the  cathedral 

particular  manner,  this,  it  is  hoped,  church  ot  that  city,  by  Mr.  Howes, 

will  not  be  regarded  as  done  with  and  the  fecond  ac  Bury  St.  Ed- 

a  defign  of  difparaging  the  reft :  munds,  by    Mr.    Derby.  Mr. 

nothing  can  be  farther  from  our  Howes  is  underftood  to  be  the 

view.     No  one  will  be  offended  writer  of  a  valuable  publication, 

with  our  paying  a  peculiar  atten-  entitled    ««  Cr.tical  Obfervatiom 

rion  to  the  fermon  preached  by  Dr.  upon  Authors,    ancient  and  mo- 

Watfon,  Bifliop  of  Landaff,  before  dem,"  which  came  out  occafionnlly 

the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  numbers,  and  have  been  iiuce 

in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Weitmin-  collected  together, 

frer,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1784.  •    The  appointment  of  a  day  of 

It  is  a  mafterly  difcourfe  on  divine  public  thankfgiving,  on  account  of 

providence,  and  is  the  refult  of  the  late  peace  gave  rife,  of  courfe, 

wifdom,   philofophy,   and  piety,  to  the  appearance  of  a  number  of 

Such  thirtieth  of  January  Sermons  Sermons  from  the  prefs.    Of  thefe 

Are  not  the  production  ot  every  di-  the  mod  diltinguilhcd  that  came 

vine,  or  of  every  bifhop.  from  the  divines  of  the  EiVablithed 

Mr.  Peckard  s  "  Piety,  Benevo-  Church  feem  to  have  been  the  Bi- 

lence,  and  Loyalty  recommended,"  Ihop  of  St.  David's    before  the 

a  difcourfe  preached  before    the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Dr.  Pretty  man's 

Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  on  the  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 

fame  day,  is  worthy  of  the  reputa-  Dr.    Burnaby's    at  Greenwich, 

tion  the  author  has  obtained  by  his  Among  the  DilTenters  the  difcourfes 

former  compofitions,  which,  though  of  Mr.  Walker  at  Nottingham,  and 

not  numerous,  are  valuable,  and  all  of  Mr.  Cappe,  at  York,  claim  the 

of  which  are  calculated  to  fupport  pre-eminence.    Both  thefe  difcour- 

the  caufe  of  ChrilHan  liberty  and  fes  difplay  a  great  fulnefs  of  fenti- 

rational  religion.    We  are  forry  to  ment  and  an  uncommon  energy  of 

find  it  declared  by  the  worthy  au-  expreffion.    The  authors  of  them 

thor,  that  the  committing  the  pre-  have  more  than  once  before  appear- 

fent  fermon  to  the  prefs  will  in  all  ed  before  the  public  on  occafion  of 

probability  be  the  lad  public  act  of  the  American  war,  to  which  they 

his  life.    The  courfe  of  nature,  his  were  zealous  enemies,  having  been 

advance  in  years,  the  indications  dilTatisficd  both  with  the  principles 

which  he   perceives  of  declining  and  the  policy  on  which  that  war 

ftrength,  all,  he  fays,  indicate  to  was  conducted, 
him  that  his  continuance  cannot  be 

of  long  duration.  He  has  our  wifh-      Under  the  head  of  Metaphyfical 

es  that  he  may,  for  years  to  come,  publications,  the  firft  place  is  un- 

ht  able  la  carry  on  the  good  defigns  doubtedly  due  to  Lord  Monboddo. 

Thi* 
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Th  i  s  gentleman  h  at  h  prefented  to  the 
learned  world  the  third  vol  jme  of  his 
**  Ancient  Metaphyfics,  containing 
the  Hiftorv  and  Philofophy  of  Men  ; 
with  a  preface,  containing  the  Hif- 
torv of  Antient  Philoiophy,  both  in 
antient  and  later  Times.  Three 
dillertations  are  alfo  annexed,  uj>on 
the  following  fubje&s :  i.  Confir- 
mations and  illustrations  of  what 
has  been  faid  in  the  preceding  vo- 
lumes upon  the  fubject  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Aftro- 
nomy.  a.  An  enquiry  into  the 
principle  of  the  motion  of  bodies 
unorganized,  x.  The  difference 
between  matt  and  bruit  farther  illu- 
ftrated  and  explained,  with  addition- 
al facts  and  observations  concerning 
the  Ouran  Outang  and  Peter  the 
wi'd  boy.  The  prefent  work  is  di- 
vided into  two  books,  the  fir  ft  of 
which  confidcts  the  fever, A  fubftan- 
ces  of  whi£h  man  is  compofed,  and 
particularly  the  vegetable  part  of 
his  compolidon  ;  and  the  lecond, 
which  includes  almoft  the  whole  of 
the  volume,  treats  on  the  animal 
part  of  the  compofition  of  man. 
Our  opinion  concerning  the  charac- 
ter of  this  writer  was  given,  fome- 
what  at  large,  in  our  Annual  Re* 
giftcr  lor  17^3  ;  and  we  adhere  to 
the  ePi;matc  which  was  then  formed 
by  us  of  his  intellectual  and  lite- 
rary talenrs.  The  voiume  bcfoic 
us  is  cntitkd  to  the  fame  approba- 
tion and  the  fame  cenfure  which 
have  beenbeftowed  by  the  molt  ju- 
dicious critics  on  the  preceding  vo- 
lumes. Sorry  we  are  to  lay,  that 
the  cenfme  muft  far  exceed  the  ap- 
probation of  the  work  now  publifli- 
•d.  The  preface,  containing  the  hif- 
tory  of  Anc'ent  Philofophy,  is  the 
moit  infcrudtive  and  entertaining 
part.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  by  no 
means  unexceptionable,  as  our 
readers  will  eaiily  judge,  when 
they  are  informed  that  Lord  Mon- 


boddo believes  Pythagoras  to  have 
been  fomething  between  God  and 
Man,  a  fuperior  intelligence  inha- 
biting fuch  a  body  as  ours.  That 
his  lordlhip  lus  read  a  great  deal  of 
Greek  Philofophy,  cannot  be  de- 
nied ;  and  when  he  limply  confines 
himfclf  to  hiftorical  facts,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  principles  and  fyftcms 
of  the  ancient  Metaphyficians,  he 
merits  attention.    But  his  extrava- 
gant applaufes  of  them,  and  his  bi- 
goted adherence  to  their  diftinc- 
tions  muft  be  condemned.  Indeed, 
we  lcaroeiy  ever  met  with  an  m- 
(lance  in  which  learning  was  more 
completely    divorced   from  good 
fenfe.     The  author's  aofurdities 
are  furprifing,  and  his  credulity 
highly  ridiculous.    We  had  a  dc- 
fign  of  Lfcrting,  in  the  mifcei»ane- 
ous  department  of  our  Regiftcr, 
what  he  hath  advanced  concerning 
the  varieties  of  men.    But  the  paf- 
fage  is  fo  rifible,  that  we  were  ap- 
prehenlive  our  readers  would  not 
imagine  that  we  were  exhibiting 
the  ferious  opinions  of  the  writer. 
The  extract  would  have  looked 
like  an  attempt  at  wit  and  humour, 
which  was  certainly  no  part  of 
Lord  Monboddo's  intention.  So 
far  are  we  from  being  enemies  to 
the  ancient  philofophcts,  that  we 
have  a  finccre  veneration  for  them, 
wifli  them  to  be  clofely  ftudied,  and 
are  perfuaded  that  excellent  ufe 
may  be  m  «de  of  their  works.  But 
may  not  all  this  be  done  without 
idolizing  them,  without  thinking 
that  they,  and  they  alone,  pene- 
trated into  the  whole  of  truth  ? 
May  not  all  this  be  done  without 
neglecting  and  defpifing  the  disco- 
veries and  reafonings  of  the  mo- 
derns ?  A  real  admiration  of  rhe 
ancients  is  perfectly  confident  with 
paying  the  proper  tribute  of  refpect 
to  the  wiidom  and  fcience  of  later 
ages.    Lord  Monboddo  feems  to 
P  2  hope 
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hope  that  the  Arillotelian  philofo- 
phy  will  again  become  predomi- 
nene  in  England.  It  may,  per- 
haps, be  chcriihed  by  a  tew  inge- 
nious men,  with  a  view  of  attain- 
ing  fome  theological  purpofes  :  but 
the  dominion  of  the  tchool-men,  to 
any  great  degree  of  extent,  is  over. 
It  cannot  lhmd  againft  the  keen  at- 
tacks of  liberal  and  philosophical 
enquiry.  Ancient  and  modern  li- 
terature, we  truft,  will  go  hand  in 
hand  together,  and  be  accompanied 
with  that  «ood  fcnfe,o(rthe  want  of 
which  our  author  has  let  us  a  de- 
plorable example.  During  a  vilit 
which  he  lately  made  to  London, 
an  inllancc  of  his  fupreme  contempt 
for  the  moO  eminent  writers  of  this 
*£e  appeared  in  a  large  company 
where  we  happened  to  be  prelent. 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  being  the  fub- 
ject  of  converfation.  Lord  Mon- 
boddo  aflerted  that  his  name  would 
foon  die.  For  our  part-,  we  do  not 
regard  the  memory  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
with  that  idolatrous  adoration  which 
has  recently  been  paid  to  it  by  iomc 
of  his  fond  admirers.  We  think 
that  he  was  narrow  and  contracted 
in  his  religious  and  political  fenti- 
ments,  and  that  his  works  have  their 
faults  as  well  as  their  excellencies. 
Neverthclcfs,  it  would  be  the  rcfult 
of  the  nod  contemptible  ignorance, 
or  the  moft  contemptible  bigotry, 
to  fay  that  he  h  not  a  great  and  di- 
flinguilhed  writer,  who  has  reflect- 
ed honour  on  his  age  and  country. 
His  Dictionary,  his  Rambler,  his 
RafTehs,  his  Imitations  of  Juvenal, 
his  Live9  of  the  Poets,  will  always 
aifcrt  his  claim  to  that  character. 
Thefe  productions  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
will  be  read  with  improvement  and 
applaufe,  when  Lord  Monboddo's 
volumes  of  Ancient  Metaphvlics 
are  configned  to  the  dud  of  libra- 
ries* This  wc  apprehend  to  be  a 
fete  which  fpeedily  awaits  them. 


However,  we  do  not  deny  that  they 
may  ufcfully  be  confulted  as  an  hi- 
floncal  repofitory  of  the  doctrines  of  * 
the  Grecian  Philofophy,  whilft  the 
conclufions  drawn  from  them,  and 
the  pertinacity  with  which  thc.^ 
conclufions  arc  maintained,  will  be 
totally  di 'regarded. 

An  **  Eff.iv  on  the  Immortality 
of  the  Soul,'*  is  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Hume.  The  author  lays  great  ftrefs 
on  an  axiom,  admitted  by  that  wii* 
ter,  that  nature  does  nothing  in 
vain.  Upon  this  principle  <  ur  ef« 
fayift  concludes,  that  die  would  not 
have  given  us  an  unbounded  love 
for  happinefs,  together  with  ideas 
of  all  kinds  and  degrees  of  happi- 
nefs, if  fuch  happinefs  and  degrees 
of  happinefs  did  not  exifr,  or  were 
not  attainable.  Wre  imagine  that 
this  mode  of  rcafoning  may  appear 
inconclufivc  to  fome  wfyo  are  far 
from  agreeing  with  Mr.  Hume  in 
his  infidelity.  At  the  fame  time, 
wc  receive  pleafure  from  every  at- 
tempr  to  prove  that  the  doctrine  of 
a  future  Irate  is  conformable  to  the 
beft  dictates  of  the  human  mind. 

There  is  no  fubjecton  which  Mr. 
Locke  was  generally  thought  more 
completely  to  have  obtained  the  ad- 
vantage, than  in  his  attack  upon 
inn  itc  ideas.    So  decifive  was  the 
victory,  that,  when  the  doctrine 
came  to  be  much  exploded,  that 
part  of  the  "  Effay"  concerning 
human  urderftanding,  which  was 
employed  in  confuting  it,  was  found, 
in  conference  of  being  deemed  no 
longer  ncceiTiry,  tedi^vis  and  dif- 
agreeable  to  read.     Mr.  Locke's 
difcullion  of  the  queftion  has,  how- 
ever, occafiocally  been  animadven- 
ed  upon  ;  and  we  have  obferved  of 
late  years,  efpecially  among  the  fen- 
rimental  philofophers,  fome  tenden- 
cy to  recur  to  the  old  fyftern.  This 
object  is  purfuid  in  the  <«  Review 
of  Locke's  Denial  of  innate  Ideas.** 

It 
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Jt  waa  long  ago  obfemd  by  Pro-  fubjccts  chiefly  difcuflcd,  are,  the 

feflbr  Hutcheion  of  Glafgow,  that  State  of  Commerce  between  Great 

the  doctrine  of  innate  ideas  is  by  Britain  and  France ;  the  Effects  of 

no  means  ncceflary  to  the  admiflion  the  Bounty  on  Corn ;  that  on  the 

ot  innate  principles.  White  Herring  Fiftiery,  and  other 

The  delign  of  "  A  Plain  and  Bounties  ;  the  Re iirictions  and  Pro- 

Concife  Apology  for  the  Per  mi  flion  hibitions  refpeeting  the  Maieriali 

ot  Natural  and  Moral  Evils  in  a  of  Manufacture,pa"ticularly  Wool; 

State  of  Trial/'  is    pious,  judi-  and  regulated  and  joint-ftock  Coni- 

cious,  and  ufeful.    It  is  fulficient,  panics.    Under  the  lalt  head,  Dr. 

the  author  thinks,  to  prove  that  Smith  has  given  an  Account  of  the 

every  work  of  God  is  perfect  in  its  Hamburgh,  the  Ruffian,  the  Eatt- 

kind,  and  complete  with  refpect  to  land,  the  Turky,  the  African,  and 

its  prcfent  ends  and  purpofes  ;  and  the  Half-India  Companies  Hie 

he  endeavours  to  lhew  that  this  View  of  the  Hittory  and  Prcfent 

world,  as  a  ftate  of  probation,  is  State  of  the  Ea!t  India  Company, 

adapted  in  every  view  to  its  ulri-  is  peculiarly  inltructive.    For  the 

mate  object.    Such  fentiments  are  advantage  of  the  purchafcrs  of  the 

well  calculated  to  filcncc  our  com-  two  former  impreflions  of  our  au- 

plaints  again  It  divine  Providence,  thor's  work,  the  corrections  and 

and  to  engage  us  to  futiain  with  additions  are  icparately  printed  in 

dignity  the  icveral  trials  to  which  quarto. 

our  integrity  may  be  expofed.  Wight's  "  Inquiry  into  the  Rife 

and  Progrcfs  of  parliament,  chiefly 
In  directing  our  attention  to  the  in  Scotland,  and  a  completc'Syilem 
objects  of  government  and  law,  we  of  the  Law  concerning  the  Elections 
rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  tcftify-  of  the  Reprcfentatives  from  Scot* 
ing  our  regard  to  fo  eminent  and  land  to  the  Parliament  of  Gieat 
resectable  a  writer  as  Dr.  Adam  Britain,"  wc  have  not  had  leifure 
Smith.  His  «*  Inquiry  into  the  to  examine  with  that  attention 
Nature  and  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  which  fo  large  a  publication  might 
of  Nations,"  is  one  of  the  beft  feem  to  require*  We  are,  how- 
productions  to  which  this  or  any  ever,  competent  to  declare,  that 
other  country  has  given  birth.  We  we  by  no  means  agree  with  him  in* 
entirely  agree  with  the  eulogium  what  he  has  advanced  concerning 
which  has  been  pronounced  upon  the  origin  and  connitution  of  the 
it,  that  it  is  a  work  which  will,  Engliih  parliament.  He  concurs 
probably,  in  fu-ure  times,  be  re-  too  much  with  Dr.  Brady,  a  wrir 
ferrcd  to  in  political  fcience,  as  the  ter,  who,  though  able,  learned, 
firlt  juft  and  fyilcmatic  account,  and  induilrious,  was  hindered  by 
that  has  appcareu  in  any  language,  his  narrow  principles,  and  interell- 
of  the  principles  of  public  occo-  ed  views,  from  examining  the  fub-  % 
nomy,  and  the  pharnomcna  of  com-  jeet  with  due  impartiality.  We 
mcrcial  Hates.  A  third  edition  of  have  obferved,  with  diflatisfaction, 
this  great  work  in  three  volumes,  that  the  generality  of  North  Bri- 
ociavo,  is  now  puhiiihed,  and  the  tifh  write?  s  reft  principally  upon 
author  hath  increafed  its  value  by  Brady  as  an  authority,  though 
fcvcral  important  additions,  which  his  errors  and  mifropt  cfentations 
arc  the  relult  of  clofe  and  diligent  have  fo  ofte'n  been  expofed,  by 
foveiligation  and  reflection.   The  men  whofc  knowledge  and  litera- 
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ture  entitle  them  to  a  careful  pe- 
rufal.     Dr.  Gilbert  Stuart  is  an 
eminent  exception  to  the  cenfure 
we  have  palled  upon  forae  of  his 
countrymen.    With  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land, wc  are  not  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted to  give  a  decided  opi- 
nion from  our  own  original  in- 
quiries.   But  the  fentiments  upon 
that  head  which  we  have  derived 
from  an  attentive  reading  of  Dr. 
Gilbert  Stuart's  various  and  im- 
portant works,  can  onlv  be  eradi- 
cated by  ftronger  evidences  than 
have  yet  fallen  under  our  infpec- 
tion.    Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  Mr.  Wight's  determinations  as 
an  antiquary,  we  underftand  that 
the  profcffional  part  of  his  perform- 
ance is  entirled  to   the  higheft 
praifes.    His  fyftem  of  the  law 
concerning  the  elections  of  the 
representatives  from  Scotland  to  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  com- 
plete, and  cannot  fail  of  eminently 
conducing  to  the  purpofes  for 
which  it  is  more  immediately  in- 
tended. 

The  grand  queftion  concerning 
-the  ncceflity  and  expediency  of  a 
reform  in  parliament,  has  been 
carried  on  in  various  publications. 
Mr.  Soamc  Jenyns,  who  always 
writes  with  elegance  and  vivacity, 
and  fometimes  with  wit,  and  who 
ufually  employs  thefe  qualities  in 
oppofuion  to  the  beft  interefts  of 
mankind,  has  aflumed  the  pen  on 
the  prefent  occalion.  In  a  fliort 
tract,  entitled,  44  Thoughts  on  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,"  he  has 
treated  the  whole  matter  as  abfurd, 
ridiculous,  and  impracticable,  and 
fecms  to  dread  nothing  fo  much  as 
an  independent  houfe  of  commons. 
However  defective  Mr.  Jenyns 
may  be  in  argument,  the  fpirit  of 
his  compolitions  never  permit*  them 
to  fall  into  chat  contempt  which 


difdains  a  reply.  Accordingly,  his 
pamphlet  was  foon  followed  by 
*«  Some  other  Thoughts  on  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform*    and  by  '*  An 
Anfwer  to  Thoughts  on  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform."    Major  Cart- 
wright,  the  ftrenuous  advocate  for 
equal  and  univerfal  representation, 
has  appeared  with  great  vigour  in 
the  controvcrfy.    His  44  Internal 
Evidence,  or,  An  Inquiry  how  far 
Truth  and  the  Chrilfian  Religion 
have  been  confulted  by  the  Au- 
thor of  "  Thoughts  on  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,"  is  direflcd  to 
three  points.    Firft,  the  major  de- 
lineates the  character  of  the  author 
of  the   ChriOian  Religion,  and 
the  chara&er  of  the  author  of 
44  Thoughts  on  a  Parliamentary 
Reform.  '   Secondly,  he  flares  the 
end  propofed  to  himfelf  by  each 
of  thofe  authors  ;  and  laftlv,  the 
means  which  each  has  employed  to 
promote  the  end  in  view.  Though 
we  cannot  mention  every  publica- 
tion upon  the  fubject,  we  muft  not 
omit 44  An  Eflay  on  Parliamentary 
Rcprefentation,  and  the  Magiftta- 
cics  of  our  Boroughs  Royal ;  (hew- 
ing, that  the  Abufes  at  prefent 
complained  of   refpecting  both, 
are  late  Deviations  from  our  Con- 
ftitution,  as  well  as  from  common 
Senfe ;   and  the  Necefliry  of  a 
fpeedy  Reform."  This  tratt,  which 
has  a  particular  reference  to  the 
ftate  ot  Scotland,  is  the  refult  of 
deep  enquiry,  and  -will  carry  con- 
viction with  it  to  the  difcerning 
and  impartial  reader.    Upon  the 
whole,  the  opinion  that  a  reform 
of  parliament  is  in  fome  degree 
neccflTary,  though  it  produces  no 
violent    agitation  in    the  public 
mind,  feems  gradually  to  be  gain- 
ing ground,  and  may  in  time  be 
productive  of  coniiderablc  effects. 
Unlefs  fuch  an  opinion  had  ob- 
tained an  cxtenfive  fpread,  it  would 
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fcarccly  have  been  fupported  by  a 
prime  miniftcr.  Whatever  the  dc- 
claimers  againlt  innovation  may  af- 
fert,  the  improved  and  improving 
Hate  of  focicty  will  require  cor- 
refpondent  alterations.  When  evils 
are  deeply  felt,  they  rauft  be  reme- 
died, or  vvorfe  confequences  enfue. 
In  faft,  the  introduction  of  the 
Chriuian  religion,  the  eftablifii- 
ment  of  it  by  the  emperor  Con- 
flantine,  the  reception  of  it  in  this 
country,  the  Reformation  in  Ger- 
many, the  Reformation  in  England, 
the  Revolution,  in  ftiort,  the  feve- 
veral  additions  that  have  been 
made,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
religious,  the  civil,  the  commer- 
cial advantages  of  mankind,  all 
have  arifen  from  the  doctrine  of 
innovation. 

The  trial  of  the  dean  of  St. 
Afaph  was  a  very  important  event 
with  regard  to  conllitutional  liber- 
ty.  The  rcfult  of  it  at  Shrews- 
bury was  an  undecifive  verdict ; 
an  error  into  which  the  molt  up- 
right juries  have  fometimes  been 
led,  when,  on  the  one  fide,  they 
are  unwilling  to  condemn  the  de- 
fendant in  a  criminal  profecution, 
and,  on  the  other,  are  deterred, 
by  the  pofitivity  of  the  judge,  from 
bringing  in  ihe  direct  acquittal  of 
44  Not  guilty."  The  affair  has 
fince  been  heard  at  the  court  of 
King's-Bench,  and  the  proceedings 
again  It  the  dean  have  been  quafhed 
by  one  of  thofe  legal  fubtilties 
which  an  ingenious  magi  ft  rate  can 
ealily  find  out,  when  he  is  defirous 
of  getting  rid  of  a  perplexing 
caule,  without  a  difavowal  of  his 
arbitrary  principles.  This  matter 
hath  again  brought  into  agitation 
the  important  queltion  concerning 
the  right  and  power  of  juries.  In 
the  publications  of  the  trial  at 
Shrewftmry,  by  Mr.  Gurney  and 
Mr.  Blanchard,  the  fpeech  of  Mr. 
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fcrflcine,  in  defence  of  his  client, 
makes  a  dirtinguifhed  figure.  In 
this  fpeech,  the  able  and  learned 
advocate  has  maintained  the  com- 
petency of  the  jury  to  determine 
the  whole  caufe  before  them,  as 
combined  of  law  and  facf,  with  a 
perfpicuity,  fpirit,  and  energy 
which  rctleft  great  credit  on  him- 
felf,  and  are  highly  ferviccablc  to 
the  caufe  of  liberty.  Mr.  Er(kine*s 
pleading,  for  the  lake  of  being  ren- 
dered more  cxtenfively  beneficial 
to  the  country,  has  been  feparately 
printed. 

The  revival  of  this  fubject  has 
given  rife  to  other  publications, 
the  greater  part  of  which  belong 
to  the  year  1785.  In  j 784,  the 
molt  diftinguifhed  Tract  upon  the 
queftion  was  Dr.  Towcrs's  44  Ob- 
jervations  on  the  Rights  and  Dutv 
of  Juries,  in  Trials  for  Libels. 
On  this  topic  the  doctor  was  pecu- 
liarly qualified  to  ex^cl,  both  by 
his  principles  and  habits  of  en- 
quiry. It  is  a  point  that  has  long 
engaged  his  ftudy,  and  on  which 
he  hath  formerly  had  occafion  to 
deliver  his  fentiments.  Accords 
Hielv,  he  hath  collected  his  whole 
ltrength  in  the  pamphlet  before  us, 
and  appeared  in  it  to  great  advan- 
tage, (lis  knowledge  of  the  law 
of  libels  is  much  fuperior  to  what 
might  have  been  expected  from  on© 
who  is  not  of  the  legal  profeflion. 
His  acquaintance  with  tl\c  hiitorv 
of  proceedings  in  matters  of  this 
kind  is  very  extenfive,  and  fcarccly 
any  thing  that  relates  to  the  argu- 
ment has  cfcaped  his  notice.  Wc 
fcruple  not  to  declare,  that  our 
author  has  fully  ertabliflied  his  doc* 
trine,  that  it  ia  the  right  and  duty 
of  juries  to  determine  both  the  law 
and  the  fact,  in  trials  for  libels  s 
and  ho  has  clearly  and  ftrongijf 
fliewn  how  eflential  this  poim 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  Tho 
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nation,  we  truft,  will  become  every 
day  more  and  more  enlightened 
upon  the  fubjefl,  and  jurymen 
more  and  more  courageous  in  u  i  h» 
{landing  the  encroachment.' of  arbi- 
trary power.  It  affords  us  pecu- 
liar pleafure  to  find,  from  convcr- 
fation  in  the  world,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  law  in  general  do 
not  agree  In  fentiment  with  thofe 
judges  who  are  for  retraining  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  juries. 

The  44  Letters  to  a  young  Noble* 
man,  on  v  rious  Subjects,  particu* 
Jarly  on  Government  and  Civil  Li- 
berty," are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
written  by  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
whofe  (on,  though  not  abfolutely 
perverted,  hud  however  been  flag* 
gered  by  the  **  fpecious  and  artful 
publications  of  fome  overTZcalous 
friends  to  the  pretended  natu  al 
rights  of  man."  The  danger  of 
feduclion  principally  aofc  from 
Dr.  Price's  publications.  To  guard 
again  It  fo  dreadful  an  event,  the 
noble  lord  has  addrcfled  his  ft  n  in 
a  ferit  s  of  Letters  which  conftitute 
a  lix  Shilling  volume.    Dr.  Price's 

£rinciples,  in  the  Opinion  of  his 
►rdflnp,  fap  the  very  foundations 
of  the  Brittfh  government,  and  ul- 
timately tend  to  anarchy,  rebel- 
lion, and  all  the  evils  of  popular 
violence  and  confuHon.    It  may 
reafonably  be  objected,  on  the  other 
jiand,  to  the  poiitions  of  the  pre- 
.fent  author,  that  they  arc  too  fa- 
vourab  e  to  prerogative,  and  too 
boflilc  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
tp  be  admitted  by  any  true  friend 
to  liberty.    We  cannot,  therefore, 
avoid  being  fo  wicked  as  to  exprefs 
-  pur  fincere  wifli'that  the  noble  wri- 
ter's fon  may  fo  far  reft  rain  his 
filial  reverence,  as  nor  to  brco.ue  a 
£pn<  ert  to  his  father's  reafonings 
Mr.  Knox's  "  View  of  the  Bri 
fifli  Empire,  more  efpecialiy  Scot- 
^and,  yt\th  (ome  Propofais  (of  the 


Improvement  of  that  Country, 
the  fcxtenfion  of  trs  Fifti  ries,  and 
the  Helier  of  the  People,"  is  a 
publication  which  merits, and  which 
hath  excited,  no  fmail  degree  of 
attention.  The  a  thor  writes  with 
an  eccentricity  of  zeal,  which  does 
honour  to  hi>  heait,  ai  d  is  no  dif« 
credit  to  his  underfraniiing.  Vari- 
ous topics  are  difcufled  by  him, 
but  his  grand  view  is  directed  to 
the  improvement  of  Scotland,  and 
to  the  forwarding  of  a  more  liberal 
fyftem  of  polity  with  regard  to  that 
country.  His  defer  ption  of  the 
wretched  Irate  and  treatment  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  is 
very  frrikirig",  and  uncomn  only 
a^e  :ing,  vVe  hope  that  Mr. 
Knox's  patriotic  and  pathetic  re- 
presentations u ill  not  be  without 
effect,  as  the  affair  of  the  fifherics 
fcems  to  be  taken  up  with  ardour 
in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

In  our  laft  Uegifter.  vvc  mention* 
ed  the  flrft  part  of  Mr.  Reeves's 
"  Lifory  of  the  Fnglifli  Law." 
A  feet  nd  volume  is  nr-w  publithed, 
and  dedicated  to  lord  Mansfield, 
who  had  expreflcd  his  approbation 
of  the  former  part.  TTie  hiitory 
is  carr'cd  on  firm  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  I  dward  the  becond  to 
the  rtign  of  Henry  the  ^eventh. 
It  is  to  the  proferJion  of  the  law 
that  this  work  is  chiefly  calculated 
to  be  acceptable  and  ufeful,  and 
not  to  general  readers.  The  au- 
thor has  in  fome  refpec'ts  changed 
his  plan,  and,  we  arc  afraid,  has  a 
little  remitted  of  his  original  dili- 
gence. The  true  apology  for  him 
we  believe  is,  that  he  has  not  met 
with  the  encouragemct  wh  ch  fo 
laborious  and  important  an  under* 
taking  deferved. 

u  The  Law  of  Simon v,"  bv 
Mr.  Cunningham,  contains  all  the 
flatures,  cafes  at  huge,  argument?, 
resolutions,    and  judgment*  con- 
cern^ 
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cerning  it,  under  their  proper 
heads.  The  ufefulnefs  of  fuch  a 
comp  Jation,  not  only  to  the  clergy 
in  general,  but  to  all  who  have 
any  concern  whether  immediately 
or  remotely,  with  matters  of  church 
preferment,  is  apparent  at  firft 
view.  What  adds  peculiarly  to 
the  value  of  the  prcfent  publica- 
tion, is  its  giving  an  ample  detail 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  cele- 
brated caufe  between  the  bifhop  of 
London  and  Lewis  Difney  Ffytche. 
efq.  rcfpcciing  bonds  or  reiigna- 
tion. 

The  author  of  "  Farts  fully  efta- 
bliflied,  and  fubmitted  to  the  Con- 
federation of  both  Houft-s  of  Par- 
liament, the  Lords  of  Manors,  &c< 
■on  the  Cruelty  and  Opprcflion  of 
the  Game  Laws,"  propofes  to  ren- 
der the  right  of  killing  game  as 
beneficiai  as  poflible  to  the  public, 
t?y  making  all  perfons  who  enjoy 
this  diftinction  pay  for  it  to  the 
flate.  Two-  hunched  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  he  tiunks,  may 
with  great  ea!e  be  drawn  irom 
this  fource,  without  producing  o.ie 
jnurmur  from  the  poor,  the  ma- 
nufacturer, or  the  merchant.  How- 
ever reasonable  fuch  a  plan  may 
appear,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
narrow  views  by  which  country 
gentlemen  >n  general  are  actuated, 
would  permit  it  to  be  carried  into 
execution. 

The  new  fttuation  of  North  A- 
merica  will  naturally  give  rife  to 
the  reflexions  and  obfervations  of 
fpcculativc  men.  Tbofc  philofo- 
phers  and  politicians  in  particular, 
who  were  ardently  devoted  to  the 
Americans,  and  zealous  for  their 
independency,  will  be  anxious  for 
their  welfare,  watch  over  their 
proceedings,  and  interpofe  their 
opinion  and  advice,  with  regard  to 
tfep  future  conduct  of  provinces 


thut  recently  exalted  to  the  rank 
of  fovercignty  and  dominion.  Of 
this  call  is  the  abbe  de  Mably,  who, 
in  his  44  Remarks  concerning  the 
Government  and  the  La  vs  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Four 
Letters,  addrefled  to  Mr.  Adams," 
has  opened  th$  treafures  of  his 
political  wifdom.  He  is  very  de- 
li rous  of  aflifling  the  Americans  In 
improving  and  perfecting  their  fyf. 
tern  of  government ;  and  for  this 
purpoie  hath  particUlaily  examin- 
ed the  con  dilution  smd  laws  of 
Pennfylvania,  MafTachufcrs,  and 
Georgia.  Sometimes  his  Remarks 
are  juii  and  profound  ;  fometimes 
they  are  dubious;  and  there  are 
cafes  in  which  we  arc  clearly  of 
opinion  th3t  they  are  erroneous. 
His  advices  will  not  in  every  in- 
llance  be  hearkened  to,  and  obey- 
ed His  declamations  againlt  fo- 
reign comnv  rce  u. ill  be  tota.ly  di£ 
regarde.i  ;  and  that  puriry  of  re- 
publican manners  which  he  recom- 
mends, if  admired  in  theory,  will 
not  be  reduced  to  practice.  There 
are  certa  n  points  in  which  the  A- 
meri«  ans  will  be  juftitied  in  reject- 
ing his  counfel.  His  ideas  are  too 
favourable  to  arifiocracy,  and  his 
fentimcnts  concerning  religion  and 
religious  liberty  remarkably  crude 
and  indigelled.  On  the  whole,  we 
have  not  read  this  performance 
with  any  extraordinary  degree  of 
fatisfat^ion.  We  found  ourfclvcs 
wearied  before  we  came  to  the  end 
of  it :  and  we  ellccm  it  much  infe- 
rior, both  in  point  of  inrtruc~rioh 
and  entertainment,  to  the  abbe's 
Dialogues  on  Hiltory. 

When  we  come  to  Dr.  Price's 
44  Obfervations  on  the  Importance 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
the  Means  of  making  it  a  Benefit 
to  the  World,"  a  more  interefting 
publication  will  demand  our  atten- 
tion.   The  work  was  written  in 
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1784,  and  an  impreiTion  was  print-  metrician,  the  defign  of  which  is 

ed  off,  to  be  fcnt  to  America,  a  few  to  demonstrate   the  polEbility  of 

copies  only  being  privately  dittri-  enumerating  the  particles  of  fand 

buted  in  England,  to  fome  parti-  which  would  compofe  a  mats  equal 

cular  friends.     The  doctor  hath  in  bulk  to  the  whole  folar  fyirem, 

fince  thought  fit  to  nubliih  it  in  or  any  other  determinate  magni- 

this  country  ;  but  as  it  belongs  to  tude   whatever.     1  he  ingenious 

178?,  it  will  more  properly  be  re-  and  learned  t  ran  flat  or,  in  his  pre- 

ferred  to  that  year.    We  beg,  how-  face,  has  givcu  fome  account  of 

ever,  permifiion  to  obferve,   that  the  knowledge  of  the  ancients  in 

in  an  averlion  to  foreign  commerce  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  and 

Dr.  Price  and  the  abbe  de  Mablv  of  the  Pythagorean  or  Arittarchian 

perfectly  coincide,  whilft  upon  the  fyilem  of  the  world  ;  and  to  rcn- 

bead  of   religious   eftablifliments  ocr  the  prefent  publication  as  coni- 

and  religious  liberty,  their  ideas  plcte  as  poinble,  he  hath  added, 

are  totally  oppofitc.  from  the  Latin,  the  Diflcrtation  of 

Mr.  Adams's  "Hiftory  of  the  Dif-  Chriftopher  Clavius,  on  the  fame 
putes  with  America,    from  their  fubject  as  the  Arenarius.    It  were 
Origin  in  1794,"  rehires  chiefly  to  to  be  wifhed  that  Mr.  Andeifon 
the  firrt  caufes  and  beginnings  of  a  might  be  encouraged  to  undeitake 
quarrel  which  has  been  productive  a  tranftation  of  the  whole  works 
©f  fuch  furprifmg  events.    As  this  of  Archimedes.    The  geometrical 
Tract  was  written  in  the  year  1-74,  method  of  demonstration,  in  con- 
the  compofition  of  it  preceded  the  fequence  of  its  being  more  elegant 
tran factions  of  the  late  war.    The  and  perfpicuous  than  any  other, 
defign  of  the  author  is  to  purfue  was  held  in  fuch  high  citcem  by 
the  tories  through  all  their  cark  the  ancients,  that  they  were  hence 
intrigues  and  wicked  machinations,  injud!cioufly  led  to  neglect  mccha- 
and  to  (hew  the  rife  and  progrefs  nicai  experiments  in  phil»fophy. 
of  their  fchemes  for  enilaving  A-  Mr.  Ataood,  of  Cambridge,  is 
merica.    Whether  a  plan  for  en-  known  to  be  one  of  the  moll  c mi- 
flavin  g  America  was  formed  io  early  nent  proficients  of  that  univcrfity, 
as  Mr.  Adams  fuppofct,  or  whe-  in    mathematical    fcience.  The 
ther  it  was  formed  at  all,  will  by  Philofophical    Transactions  have 
many  be  difputed.     If  however,  teitified  his  profound  knowledge  in 
the  intentions  were  not  evil,  the  this  rcfpect ;  and  he  has  lately  afford- 
policy  was  fatal  that  produced  a  ed  an  illuitrious  proof  of  it,  in  his 
train  of  conferences  which,  per-  **  Trcatife  on  the  Rectilinear  Mo- 
bap?,  both  England  and  America  tion  and  Rotation  of  Bod.es.*'  in 
will  long  have  reafon  to  deplore.  ufing  this  language,  we  pretend 

not  of  ourfclves  to  dcc:de  upon 

In  pure  Mathematics,  Great  Bri-  the  fubject;   being  fatitfied  with 

tain  continues  to  aflert,  as  we  truft  delivering  the  fentiments  of  thofe 

fhc'will  always  do,  her  long  efla-  who,  from  the  nature   of  their 

blifhed  glory.  The  "  Arenarius  of  fiudies,  mufi  be  the  befi  judges  in 

Archimedes,*'  has  been  tranflated  matters  of  this  k;nd.     The  fame 

from  the  Greek,  with  notes  and  gentleman  has  printed  an  *4  Ana- 

illuftrations.  by  Mr.  Anderfon,  of  Fyfis  of  a  Courfe  of  Lectures  on 

Wadham-College,   Oxford.    This  the  Principles  of  Natural  Philo- 

is  a  fliort  tract  of  that  ancient  gco-  fophy."   Though  the  work  is  in- 

t  tended 
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tended  for  the  ufe  of  the  learned  readers  as  are  defirous  of  knowing 

author's  pupils,  it  may  be  of  great  what  the  Grecian  writers  hare  ad- 

fervice  to  many  other  pcrfons.  No  vanced  upon  the  fubject,  will  here 

one  can  be  better  qualified  to  direct  find  fat  is  taction.    Concerning  the 

the  philofophical  purfuits  of  y*ung  points  of  mufical  doctrine  vindicated 

men  than  Mr.  Atwood ;  and  happy  by  Mr.  Kccble,  we  are  wholly  inca- 

ought  the  iludmts  to  efteem  them-  pable  of    pronouncing  a  decided 

felves  who  enjoy  the  benefit  of  opinion. 

fuch  a  director  and  guide.  Mr.  Gordon's  publication,  end" 
Minto's  **  Refearches  into  fome  tied,  **  Principles  of  Naval  Ar- 
Parts  of  the  Theory  of  Planets,"  chitecture,"  is  upon  a  fubject  that 
unite  Mathematics  with  Aftrono-  mud  ever  be  of  peculiar  import- 
my.  One  of  his  objects  is,  to  folve  ance  to  this  kingdom.  His  grand 
the  problem,  to  determine  the  cir-  aim  is  to  improve  the  form  of  (hips, 
cular  orbit  of  a  planet  by  two  ob-  befides  which  he  hath  added  fome 
fervations.  This  problem  Mr.  Obfervations  on  the  Structure  of 
Minto  exemplifies  in  the  new  pla-  Carriages  for  the  Purpofes  of  In- 
net  ;  concerning  which  he  has  land  Commerce,  Agriculture,  and 
given  a  number  of  circumliances,  other  Objects.  With  regard  to 
from  Mr.  Herfchel,  profeflbr  Slop  Alios,  his  firft  propof  ,\  is,  to  extend 
of  Pifa,  profeflbr  Robin fon  of  E-  their  length  without  increafing 
dinburgh,  and  other  aftronomers.  their  breadth,  and  to  render  (hern 
It  appears  from  the  language  of  proportionably  ftronger.  ilia  fe- 
foreign  philofophers,  that  the  name  cond  propofal  is,  to  join  together 
of  the  new  planet  mud  be  Her-  two  very  long  and  narrow  vcflels, 
fchel.  placed  at  a  proper  diii ance  front 
Among  the  productions  of  a  ma-  each  other,  bv  means  of  llrong 
thematical  kind,  Mr.  Keeble's  beams  and  a  platform,  or  deck 
44  Theory  of  Harmonics  ;  or,  an  reaching  from  one  to  the  other. 
Illuflration  of  the  Grecian  Harmo-  On  t.  is  conftruction,  he  thinks, 
nica,"  is  a  work  of  very  confider-  that  fhips  of  war  would  have  no 
able  importance.  Mr.  Keeble  is  lefs  than  eighteen  capital  advan- 
organiil  of  St.  George's  church,  tages  over  fliips  built  in  the  corn- 
Hanover-fcjuare,  and  is  in  the  mon  way.  Mr.  Gordon  propofes, 
higheft  reputation  for  his  manner  in  the  third  place,  to  form  veflela, 
of  playing  upon  the  organ.  In  very  long,  and  very  broad,  in  pro- 
his  talre  for  mufic  he  is  in  the  old  portion  to  their  weight,  with  flat 
iryle,  having  learned  his  thcorv  bottoms,  and  a  great  number  of 
from  Dr.  Pepulch.  Hence  it  is  ,  keels  to  each  veflcl  His  lall  pro- 
his  firm  perfualion,  in  common  pofal  is,  to  conftruct  the  malls  hol- 
with  his  matter  and  other  great  low,  either  of  a  pyramidal  or  co- 
men,  that  wc  mull  recur  to  the  nical  form,  with  framings  of  wood 
Grecian  fchool  for  the  true  prin-  in  the  iniide,  at  proper  diltances, 
ciples  of  mufic.  That  the  ancients  to  fupport  and  ftrengthen  the  up- 
wcre  acquainted  with  harmony,  as  right  pieces.  Mails,  he  contends, 
well  as  melody,  is  maintained  by  may  be  thus  formed  which  are 
Mr.  Kceblc.  His  trcatife  contains  vauly  firont;er,  and,  at  the  fame 
an  Account  of  the  ancient  Syftera>  time,  lighter,  than  thofe  that  are 
as  delivered  in  the  authors  collect-  now  in  ufe.  All  thefe  are  matters 
cd  by  Mcibomiu*  j  and  fuch  of  our  fo  remote  from  our  ordinary  flu- 
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dies,  that  to  determine  upon  them 
would  be  highly  improper.  The 
author  is  faid  to  be  ingenious  and 
original,  but  fomewhat  eccentric 
in  his  plans  of  naval  architecture. 
In  objects  of  this  kind,  experiment 
is  the  grand  tcft  of  excellence. 

Mr.  Nicholfon's  "  Navi  aor's 
Afllllant,  containing  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Navigation,  .vith 
all  the  Tables  requifitc  for  deter- 
mining a  Ship's  Place  at  Sea,"  is 
the  production  of  a  man  of  abili- 
ties, who  has  the  courage  to  go 
out  of  the  beaten  line.  Novelty, 
united  with  utility,  will  always  be 
plcafing.  If  the  author  has  fome- 
timcs  i alien  into  cnors,  there  c  m 
be  no  douHt  hut  that  he  will  be 
ready  to  correct  them  in  the  next 
edition  of  his  work. 

[The  Royal  Society  continue  to 
publifli  their  Transactions  with  the 
ufual  regularity.  The  73d  vo- 
lume is  not  inferior  to  that  of  the 
lad,  and  fome  preceding  volumes. 
The  fir  it  part  of  it  was  mentioned 
^n  the  Lft  Annual  Rcgiftcr  :  in  the 
fecond,  we  receive  from  Mr.  Her- 
fchel,  his  44  Obfrrvario;  s  on  the 
yroDcr  Motion  of  the  Sun,  and  So- 
lar S\  ftcm  ;  w  ih  an  Account  of  the 
feveral  Changes  that  have  happen- 
ed among  the  fixed  liars,  from  ;he 
time  wt  Hamftrad."  To  mark  the 
changes  in  thole  bodies,  we  have 
rclativvly  called  fi\'*d,  after  fo  long 
an  interval,  U  of  great  confequeno-, 
as  very  inconlidcr.ble  ones  may 
now  become  obvious.  But  Mr. 
Jlcrfchcl  attempts  alfo  to  account 
for  them  ;  and,  by  fuppofing  a 
flight  morion  of  the  fun,  perhaps 
in  a  part  of  fome  orbit  round  an 
imaginary  po:nt,  or  the  general 
center  of  gravity,  he  finds,  that 
the  alteration  in  many  of  the  (tars 
may  be  explained.  This,  how- 
ever relates  to  the  changes  flowly 


produced,  for  fome  of  the  fixed* 
tfars,  particularly  Algol,  as  Mr. 
Goodncke  has  fatitfaclorily  lhown, 
are  periodically  ob feu  red.    A  wri- 
ter, in  a  very  'rcfpc&able  journal, 
has  conjectured,  with  much  rcafoa, 
that  it  may  be  effected  by  a  planet 
revolving  round  it.    The  congela- 
tion of  quick lilver,  a  fubjec't  in 
philofophy  nor  hitherto  examined, 
has  alfo  been  the  object  of  ihc  So- 
ciety.   Mr.  Thomas  Hutchins,  go. 
vernorof  Albany-fort,  in  Hudfons- 
bay,  h.«s  been  turniihed  with  pro- 
per inllrumcnts,  and  directions  for 
this  p  ;rpofc  :  we  may  add,  that  his 
accuracy  and  diligence  have  effect- 
ed eve.}'  thing  that  thcSoc  etv  could 
have  wiflied.    The  point  of  con- 
gelation is  now  afcertaimd,  and 
h\\ed  at  about  390  below  the  begin- 
ning of  Fahrenheit's  fcale  ;  fo  that 
i he  extraordinary  fall  of  the  quick- 
filvcr  obferved  in  Siberia,  mull  be 
attributed  to  the  irregular  contrac- 
tion of  the  metal,  after  it  has  beca 
frozen.  Jn  the  late  accoun'9,  which 
we  have  received  from  the  conti- 
nent, and  particularly  from  RuiCa, 
we  find,  t!  at  th  y  have  b  en  en- 
gaged in  nearly  the  fame  rv  fcarches; 
but,    whrn  quickiilver  is  frozen 
with  cold  of  this  intcnfity,  they 
feem  to  fufpe.t  fome  impurity  of 
the  met  il,  and  think  that  the  con- 
gelation <»f  pure  quickiilver  is  only 
affected  by  cold  of  a  fnm<  what 
greater  fe verity,   \\z.   about  u\o 
decrees  more  of  ttcaunnu's  fcale, 
nearly  Tour  of  Fahr  nhcit's.  In  tlii 
part  of  the  v  lume  alfo,  Dr  Bia«- 
den  has  giveu  a  very  intcrclitcjj 
and  compendious  account  of  ail 
that  has  been  already  obferved  on 
this  f abject. 

Mr.  Cav olio's  improved  air-pump 
is  alfo  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
philof  phicat  apparatus.  The  ue- 
fcripriv>n  of  it  occurs  in  this  part 
of  tAc  volume,  and  we  find,  that, 
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by  means  of  the  improvement,  air 
can  now  be  rarefied  1000  times. 
That  we  may  in  our  future  annual 
publication  mention  the  principal 
lubjccts  of  an  entire  volume,  we 
fliall  not  enlarge  on  the  firft  part  of 
the  fuccccding  one,  though  it  ap- 
peared before  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  the  part  of  the  volume  before 
us,  we  find  alfo  fome  valuable  che- 
mical papers.  Mr.  Wedgewood  has 
publilhed  his  own  anal)  lis  of  the 
black  wad,  and  the  duke  deChaulnes 
has  informed  us  of  the  '*  Method  of 
making  the  Salt  of  Urine  pure  and 
white,  with  little  lofs  ;  as  well  as 
that  of  making  the  Phofphoric  Acid 
perfectly  tranfparent."  Practical 
chemifts  beft  know  their  obliga- 
tions to  the  nobleman,  whofe  me- 
thod has  been  found  fuccefsful  in 
repeated  trials. 

Dr.  Pricillcv's  "  Experiments, 
relating  to  Phloghlon,  and  the 
fceming  Convcrlion  of  Water  into 
Air,"  are  proofs  of  his  diligence 
and  candour.  He  obfervcj,  and  this 
faft,  if  fuffidently  cftablifhed  by 
different  operators,  will  havf:  a  very 
t xtcnfive  influence,  that  intiamina- 
blc  air  is  alone  fufficicnt  to  revive 
met.. Is  from  their  culees  :  it  at  lead 
proves,  that  this  kind  of  air  is 
compofed  of  ph  log  if' on,  with  few 
other  ingredients.  There  arc  fome 
other  fact;  in  thr.  article  which  dc- 
ferve  the  attention  of  philosophers. 
The  water  indeed  feemed  only  to 
be  converted  Into  air :  in  reality  it 
efcaped  in  the  form  of  (learn,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  external  air 
entered. 

Jn  the  more  profefied  chemical 
works  of  this  period,  we  mett  with 
little  addition  to  the  aercal  philo- 
fophy.  Dr.  Pearfon,  in  fome  in- 
teiefting  "  (  bfervations  and  Ex- 
periments for  inveftigating  the 
Chemical  Hittory  of  the  tepid 
Springs  at  Buxtoa,"  has  (hewn 
a 


that  phlogiflicated  air  is  more  fre- 
quently prefent  in  mineral  waters, 
than  we  have  hitherto  fufpectedf 
and  that  fome  of  their  heaung  and 
intoxicating  effects,  are  owing  to 
this  principle.  In  other  refpects, 
he  has  added  fomcwhat  to  our  che- 
mical knowledge  in  general,  and 
fomewhat  to  the  hiilory  of  the 
waters,  which  are  the  fubjects  of 
his  work.  It  has  however  been 
thought,  that  he  has  been  a  little 
too  dnfufe.  Dr.  Walker's  "  Eflky 
on  the  Waters  of  Harrowgate  and 
Thorp-arch,"  is  executed  with 
care  ;  but  it  is  lefs  exact  on  account 
of  his  not  having  been  fufficiently 
informed  of  the  nature  of  fome  of 
the  modern  re-agents.  We  wilh 
to  adopt  this  term,  as  a  very  ex- 
prcflivc  one,  from  the  French  :  wo 
mean  fome  new  difcovcred  fub- 
lranccs,  whofe  more  powerful  affi- 
nities with  particular  bodies,  con- 
tribute to  detect  them  where  thcr 
have  not  hitherto  been  fufpected, 
or  where  they  cannot,  by  other 
means,  be  calily  difcovered.  We 
ought  not  to  omit,  in  this  account, 
«  Dr.  E.  Cullen's  Tranflation  of 
Bergman's  Opufcula."  Two  vo- 
lumes are  already  printed :  the 
greaicit  praife  they  can  expert,  it 
I'm  their  accuracy,  lince  the  prin- 
cipal notes  are  to  be  fubjoincd  to 
the  third  volume,  not  yet  publifh- 
lifhcd.  The  original  is  known  to 
every  chemilt ;  and  to  praife  this 
author's  attention,  accuracy,  and 
addrefs,  would  now  be  imperti- 
nent. 

The  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Arts  have  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  a  fcience,  on  which  they 
fo  much  depend  ;  and  different 
premiums  have  been  offered  of  the 
chemical  kind  ;  but  nothing  occurs 
in  their  late  volume,  which  merits 
particular  obfervation.  Mr.  Rich- 
«rdfoVt  "  Statical  Eftiraatcs  of  the 

Mate* 
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Materials  for  Brewing,**  as  a  che- 
mical work,  defervc  to  be  men- 
tioned. By  his  experiments,  the 
qualities  of  the  malt  can  be  accu- 
rately eftimatcd ;  the  ftrength  of 
the  liquor  will  be  neceflarily  uni- 
form, and  all  the  fermentable  parti 
of  the  materials  extracted.  His 
hydrometer  is  more  fimple,  and 
equally  accurate  with  that  de- 
fcribea  in  the  laft  volume  of  the 
Dijon  Memoirs,  by  M.  Morveau. 
It  is  adapted  nearly  to  a  fimilar 
purpofe,  viz.  to  meafure  the  de- 
gree of  concentration  in  the  juice 
of  the  fugar-cane,  by  boiling. 

In  other  branches  of  philolophy, 
little  occurs  which  deferves  our  no- 
tice, excepting  Dr.  Young's  44  En- 
quiry into  the  principal  Pharno- 
mena  of  Sound  and  mufical  Strings." 
This  work  is  clear,  accurate,  and 
elegant ;  it  lays  the  foundation  of 
a  more  exact  popular  fyftcm  on  this 
fubject,  than  we  have  yet  received ; 
for  the  principal  part  of  our  know- 
ledge has  been  hitherto  confined  by 
diagrams  and  equations.  .  Mr. 
Hancock  has  alfo  publilhed  44  The 
Doctrine  of  Eclipfes  both  Solar  and 
Lunar."  His  promifes  arc  ample  ; 
but  his  fuccefs  incontidcrabk.  Mr. 
Minto's  "  Rcfearchci,"  already 
mentioned  are  more  correct.  But, 
while  thefe  authors  purfue  nature 
in  fome  of  her  operations,  Mr. 
O'Gallagher  has  prefented  the  pub- 
lic with  hi3  u  Inveftigation  of  the 
firft  Principles  of  Nature."  We 
(hall  not  tranferibe  his  magnificent 
promifes,  becaufe  he  has  not  fulfilled 
them,  and  really  fcems  deficient  in 
what  ought  to  be  the  foundation  of 
every  fyllcm,  an  accurate  know* 
ledge  or  facts. 

44  The  General  Dictionary  of 
Hulbandry,  Gardening,  &c."  is 
an  ufeful  compilation  on  the  fub- 
ject which  it  comprizes.  The 
compilers  are  fometimes  miftaken, 


by  having  drawn  their  intelligence 
from  improper  fources,  and  have 
fometimes  omitted  what  ought  to 
have  made  a  part  of  their  plan ; 
but,  as  they  have  collected  ufeful  in- 
formation in  a  fmall  compafs,  they 
deferve  our  praifes.    44  A  particu- 
lar Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  of  that 
Difeafe  in  Wheat  called  Brand," 
is  an  ufeful  Work  of  the  fame  kind, 
by  Mr.  Bryant.    It  will,  at  leafr, 
teach  the  practical  hufbandman, 
not  to  truft  to  the  boaftcd  recipes 
for  preventing  it.    We  muft  not 
omit  mentioning  44  Ufeful  and  Im- 
portant Obfervations  on  Agricul- 
ture;* **  An  Eflay  on  the  Conduc- 
tion and  Ufe  of  an  improved  Foot- 
plough;"  or  even,  44  A  Dcfcrip- 
tion  of  a  Net  invented  effectually 
to  deflroy  the  Turnip-fly."  The 
objects  of  the  two  lad  works  are 
obvious ;  and  the  obfervations,  in 
the  firft,  are  general  only. 

Mr.  Young's  44  Annals  of  Agri- 
culture," which  are  publifhed  in 
Numbers,  arc  not,  on  that  ac- 
count, the  objeA  of  our  attention; 
but,  as  they  have  now  made  fome 
progrefs,  and  are  dillinguilhable 
for  their  accuracy  and  utility,  we 
cannot  omit  wifhing  the  ingenious 
editor  the  fuccefs  he  fo  well  de- 
ferves. 

Mr.  Curtis  continues  his  very 
accurate  work,  the  44  Flora  Lon- 
dinenfis  ;"  and,  while  others  are 
improving  the  cultivation  of  our 
fields,  he  defcribes  the  ornaments 
of  their  inclofures; — a  work  in- 
deed of  lefs  importance,  but,  in 
our  author's  hands,  exceedingly 
meritorious,  and  frequently  ufetul. 
Dr.  JLcttfcm,  in  a  volume  fold  fe- 
parately,  but  really  a  part  of  his 
edition  of  Dr.  Fothergill's  works, 
has  defcribed  the  plants,  in  the 
Upton  garden,  under  the  title  of 
44  Hortus  Uptoncnfis."  Aikin's 
44  Calendar  of  JSature,"  fcarccly  de- 
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fcrves  a  place  as  a  fcientific  per- 
formance. It  is  a  luxuriant  tic 
fcription  of  the  different  plants  pe- 
culiar to  each  month,  ill  titrated 
by  poetical  quotations,  it  is  a 
gardener's  calendar, —  virginibus 
puerifque.  44  Obf;rvations  on  the 
Oheero,"  a  fpecies  of  palm-tree, 
are  alfo  very  trifling. 

The  Botanical  Society,  in  this 
year  have  completed  their  defign 
of  tranllating  Linnfcus'  44  Syftem 
of  Vegetables.'*  It  is  now  entirely 
in  an  Englifli  form,  and,  to  the 
iinglilh  botanill  a  valuable  acqui- 
fition.  On  the  botanical  refem- 
blance  of  plants,  an.  anonymous 
author  has  endeavoured  to  eltabliih 
a  relation,  in  their  medical  virtues, 
under  the  title  of,  **  A  Short  At- 
tempt to  recommend  the  Study  of 
Botanical  Analogy,  in  inveftigat- 
ing  the  Properties  of  Medicine?, 
from  the  vegetable  Kingdom." 
I  his  is  an  eleganT,  lively  perform- 
ance, in  which  the  author  has  added 
to  the  obfervations  of  his  predecef- 
fors,  and  copied  theirs  in  an  agree- 
able form.  Dr.  Lewis,  in  hi*  Ma- 
teria Medica,  has  arranged  medi- 
cines in  a  more  arbirrary  order ; 
and  another  edition  of  this  work 
has  been  juft  publilhed,  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Aikin.  Some  trifling 
additions  have  been  made  to  it,  but 
not  fufficient  to  correct  its  defects. 
**  A  Practical  Treatife  on  the  Effi- 
cacy of  Cowhage,"  as  an  anthel- 
mintic, and  44  A  Short  Eflay  on 
the  Goofe-grafs,"  by  Dr.  Edwards, 
have  both  appeared  in  the  year ; 
but  either  are  of  little  confequenoe. 
The  medicines  were  before  well 
known.  To  this  fliort  account  of 
medicines  we  are  onlv  to  add  Dr. 
Houfton's  44  Obfervations  on  Poi- 
fons,"  which  it  is  enough  to  men- 
tion. 

t  In  the  other  departments  of  Na- 
tural Hiftory,  we  have  received 


44  PhilofopMcal  F  flays  on  the  Man- 
ners of  various  foreign  Animals  ; 
with  Obfervations  on  the  Laws  and 
CuHoms  of  feveral  Kaftera  Na- 
tions,** rranilated  from  the  French 
of  AI.  d*  Gbfonville.  TbU  work 
is  mentioned  in  this  place,  as  an 
account  of  the  eflay  s  and  manner* 
of  animals.  Of  many  of  thefe, 
the  author  gives  an  entertaining 
dc fcription  :  as  he  copied  from  ob- 
fervation,  we  have  reafon  alfo  to 
think  it  exact.  The  tranilation  of 
Spalanzani's  41  Difiertations,  rela- 
tive to  the  Natural  Hiilory  of  Ani- 
mals and  Vegetables,"  is  alfo  a 
valuable  addition  to  Domeftic  Lite- 
rature. Thefe  two  volumes  con- 
tain the  author's  Obfervations  on 
Digcftion,  and  on  the  Generation, 
of  the  lower  Orders  of  Animals. 
The  character  of  Spalanzani  is  well 
known;  and  thefe  DilTcmtions  have 
already  obtained  the  character  of 
accuracy  as  fcientific  works,  and 
they  greatly  extend  our  knowledge 
on  thefe  fubjects.  Mr.  Boys'* 
44  Collection  of  minute  and  rar* 
Shells,  found  on  the  Shore  at  Sand- 
wich** is  curious,  but  the  fpeciea 
belong  to  genera  already  e (lib lim- 
ed The  principal  work  of  this 
year,  in  Natural  Hiftory,  we  havo 
not  yet  mentioned,  the  44  Elements 
of  Mineralogy,'*  by  Mr.  Kirwan*. 
He  follows  the  chemical  fyftem, 
and  has  given  us  a  greater  variety 
of  careful  analyfes,  that  we  havo 
yet  found,  in  any  one  work.  Many 
of  thefe  are  the  refult  of  his  own 
labours,  and  deferve  the  higheft 
praifes.  His  Diflertations,  on  fub- 
jects connected  with  mineralogy, 
are  alfo  extremely  valuable. 

There  is  one  work,  which  belongs 
to  this  clafs  in  its  form  rather  than 
its  fubftance,  viz.  the  44  Sp*  cimen 
Monachologise,  or  a  Specimen  of 
the  Natural  Hiftory,  of  the  vari- 
ous orders  of  Monks,  after  the  Man* 
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iter  of  the  Ltnnxan  Syflem."  It 
is  a  pleating  reflection,  that  this 
piece  of  fatire  (hould  have  origi- 
nated from  Vienna,  once  the  great 
fupport  of  papal  tyranny  ;  but  we 
were  furprifed,  that  baron  Born, 
to  whom  it  is  attributed,  fhould 
have  made  fome  fundamental  mis- 
takes in  claffification.  He  has  own- 
ed indeed,  in  his  letters,  that  he  is 
no  botanift;  fo  that  it  will  be  no 
very  fevere  imputation,  to  fuppofe 
him  not  well  acquainted  with  the 
claffification  of  animals. 

While  we  wander  in  the  regions 
of  philofophy,  we  arc  attracted  by 
a  particular  title,  the  44  Philofophy 
of  Phylic."    It  is  interefling  and 
attractive  ;  fincc  in  a  fciencc  fo  un- 
certain, much  depends  on  the  fa- 
gacity  of  the  practitioner  on  the 
decifion  of  the  moment.    On  exa- 
mining  Mr.  Dewell's  pamphlet, 
we  were  fomewhat  difappointcd  ; 
for  much  of  it  was  unintelligible  ; 
and  what  we  understood,  we  did 
not  approve.    It  is  the  (yftem  of 
Dr.  Brown,  a  cattle-builder,  on  an 
airy  foundation,  who  is  well  known 
to  our  medical  reader*.    If  this  is 
the  philofophy,  Mr.  Mofs's  44  Me. 
dical  Survey  of  Liverpool"  may 
be  ftyled  the  poetry  of  phyfic.  It 
is  fuperior  to  vulgar  profc  ;  but,  as 
a  medical  work,  of  no  great  im- 
jwrtance.    Dr.  Pugh's  41  Obfcrva- 
tions  on  the  Climates  of  Rome, 
Nic*,    and    Naples,"    are  more 
ftrictly  philofophical,   and  more 
corre&ly  medical.    They  defcrve 
attention,  and  ou«/ht  to  ftimulate 
phyncinns  to  examine  more  exactly 
the  effects  of  different  climates,  a 
branch  of  knowledge,  which  men 
of  the  firft  eminence  feem  to  have 
neglected.    Fafhion  rules,  in  this 
refpeO,  rather  than  rcafon.  Dr. 
Pugh  fcems  to  think,  that  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  fca  was  injurious 
to  his  patient,  whofe  difcafe  fecm- 


ed  to  be  a  phthifis.  In  this  year** 
catalogue,  wc  find  alfo  a  tranlla- 
tion  from  the  celebrated  Fccjoo, 
entitled  44  Rules  for  preferring 
Health,"  which  are  diftincMiiflicd 
by  the  ufual  Ihrewdnefs  of  this  ce- 
lebrated ecclefiaflic  ;  and  an  44  Ef- 
fay  on  the  Prevention  of  an  Evil 
highly  injurious   to  Health,"  a 

J|uack-bill,  to  recommend  a  lecrct 
pecific. 

Mr.  Rymcr's  44  Chemical  Re- 
flexions on  the  Nature  of  fome 
Difeafcs,"  approach  moi-c  nearly 
to  a  work  of  a  practical  kind.  This 
author's    peculiarities    are  well 
known  ;   but  his  obfervations  on 
the  fcurvy,  deferve  fome  attention. 
Hcfupports,  as  the  title  intimates, 
the  humoral  (yftem  on  this  fubjecf, 
the  only  veftige  of  that  fyftem, 
which  wc  find  in  Dr.  Cullen's  lad 
volume  of  the  Firft  Lines  of  the 
Practice  of  Phyfic.    This  work  is 
now  completed,  with  the  learned 
profefTor's  ufual  attention  ;  and  it 
does  not  difgrace  the  former  ones, 
which  have  been  received  with  the 
created  refpeet.     The  whole  in- 
deed,  has   received  the  author's 
laft  corrections:    it  is  illuflrated 
with  a  fuitable  introduction,  on 
the  mod  prevailing  fy (terns  of  me- 
dicine, fome  difeafes  are  added  to 
the  former  volumes,  and  the  theory 
of  fevers  is  rendered  more  exact 
and  fcientific.    But  phyficians  mil 
hang,  with  a  rooted  fondnefs,  on 
their  old  fyftems.    Dr.  Charflev, 
in  his  44  ElTay  to  inveflirate  the 
Caufes  of  the  general  Mortality  of 
Fevers,"  dill  adheres  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Keil  and  Bellini,  to  the 
old  fyftems  of  derivation  and  revul- 
fion  ;  and  Dr.  Huflby  in  his  44  Phy- 
fical  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  and 
Cure  of  Fevers,"  is  almofr  wholly 
a  Boerhaavian.    We  do  not  men- 
tion thefc  circumftanecs,    as  ia 
them fel vet  wrong,  but  to  explain 
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ihe  particular  complexion  of  the  44  Hifloryof  the  Abforbent  Syflem." 
feverui  works.  With  thcie  difci-  The  plates  arc  highly  nnilhed,  as 
pies  of  ly  Items,  wc  may  contrail  weil  as  the  moil  exact  rcprefenta- 
the  mild  benevolent  Fothcrgill,who  tions,  and  the  text  is  full  of  infor- 
followcd  nature  only,  and  yield-  mati  11.  This  is  however  only  the 
ed  when  he  could  not  contend  fir  it  part,  and  contains  an  account 
with  fuccefs.  'I  he  edition,  fo  long  of  the  Lactcah. 
promifed,  of  his  entire  works,  is  at  Mr.  Bell  continues  to  publiih 
Jatt  completed  ;  but  we  tind  little  fuceeflive  volumes  of  Surgery,  with 
in  it,  that  hud  not  been  before  pub-  his  ufual  attention  ;  and  we  have 
jiuVd.  Kis  chief  medical  obferva-  rccciveda4th  edition  much  enlarged 
tions^rc  in  the  collection  by  a.fo-  of  Mr.  W  arner's  Calcs  in  Surgery, 
cicty  of  phyiicians,  under  the  title  T  he  publications  of  this  kind,  in 
of  44  Medical  Obf'crvations  and  En-  the  prel'cnt  year,  have  indeed  been 
cjuiries :"  of  this  work,  the  bth  vo-  few,  and  we  mud  conclude  our 
lumc  has  been  lately  publiihed  ;  annual  hiftory  of  Sii'gery,  with 
.and  it  is  highly  probable,  that  wc  mentioning  Mr.  Fi  ve's  41  Remarks 
if all  receive  no  more.  on  a  morbid  Retention  of  Urine.M 

Of  the  mo;e  mUceUancous  pro-  They  are  the  production  of  an  at- 
ductions,  which  relate  to  the  prac-  tcntive  and  promiling  young  man.] 
tice  of  medicine,  the  14  I  reatile  on  The  diltance  or  our  learned  cor- 
the  Dileafc?  of  Children,"  by  Dr.  refpondent  fro.n  London,  and  the 
Underwood  dcierves  particular  at-  latcnet's  01  foiv.e  publications  have 
tention,  as  the  work  01  n  correct  and  prevented  him  from  receiving  va- 
intclligcnc  author.  Mr.  White  has  rious  books  of  the  year,  foon 
pufclifhcdan  ufcfui  44  Efliiy  on  the  enough  for  being  now  mentioned 
Struma,"  and  Dr.  Hendy  an  inge-  under  the  departments  of  fc;ence 
nioiis  one  oa  the  F.kphantiafis  of  which  he  has  kindly  undertaken. 
Barbadoes,  whiyh  Ive  calls,  perhaps  His  opinion  of  thefc  he  propofes  to 
improperly,  the  44  Glandular  Dif-  favour  us  with  in  our  next  Annual 
ea.e."  The  *'  Addrcft  on  the  con-  Regifter.  To  that,  therefore,  wc 
iVqucncc  of  common  Colds,"  is  an  mutt  refer  our  readers  for  the  v  cw' 
carneft  and  fcrious  exhortation,  to  which  will  be  given  of  Pennant's 
guard  ugainft  this  moil  pernicious  Arflic  Zoology,'  Barren's  Genera 
enemy,  which  at  firfr  kerns  to  Vcvmium,  the  Hulbandry  of  Scot- 
threaten  no  very  formidable  attack,    lar.d,  and  fevcral  other  works  that 

In  the  department  of  Anatomy  will  be  found  deferring  of  norice. 
and  Surgery,  we  meet  with  little  There  arc,  however,  a  'cw  more 
that  is  intereliing.  A  compilation  productions  of  178.1,  belonging  <o 
jrom  the  iyfteins  of  Monro,  Win-  the  objects  now  before  us,  with  re- 
ilow,  &:c.  h:u  been  publiihed  at  gard  to  which  wc  (hall  entreat  the 
Itdinbur^h,  and  is  an  ufcfui  work,  liberty  of  anticipating  our  an^ny- 
The  new  edition  of  Monro's tA  Com-  mous  ;md  ii-gemous  friend.  Thi* 
parative  Anatomy,"  i*  very  gteatly  wc  think  it  ne.  eUan  to  do  with  re- 
unproved,  and  contains  all  the  mo-  fpect  to  the  fevemv-f  urth  volume 
dern  dilcoveries ;  and  we  have  re-  of  the  Philofophic  d  Tranfaifions, 
ceived,  with  pleafure,  Dr.  Huntcr|s  for  two  reafons;  firft,  becau  e,  rn 
two  introductory  lectures  to  his  contVcj'cnce  of  a  new  arrangement 
courfe.  The  onfy  work  which  may  cf  bulincfs,  the  publication  o'  the 
I  e  flyled  new,  is    Mr.  ShcUlou's   ivh^lc  volume  is  completed  wirhm 
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the  year  ;  and  fecondly,  bccaufcour 
extracts,  as  ftrictly  belonging  to 
1784,  have  all  been  taken  from  the 
74th  volume.    It  mull  be  a  great 
iatisfaction  to  the  lovers  of  philofo- 
phy,  that  the  1  ranfaftions  continue 
to  maintain  their  value  and  impor- 
tance.   Of  this  many  proofs  occur 
in  the  prefent  volume.    In  the  ma- 
thematics we  have  profeflbr  Wa- 
ring's  profound  paper,  which  ob- 
tained Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal, 
on  the  Summation  of  Series,  whole 
general  term  is  a  determinate  func- 
tion of  ?,  the  dill  a  nee  of  the  firft 
term  of  the  ferus;  and  Dr.  Hut- 
ton's  44  Project  for  anew  Divifion  of 
the  Quadrant."  In  Attronomy,  the 
communications  ars  rich  and  nume- 
rous.   Not  to  mcniion  the  obferva- 
tions  on  the  variations  of  light  in 
the  Irar  Algol,  by  bir  Henry  C. 
Englefield,  Palitch,  a  farmer,  and 
Mr.  Goodricke,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Pieott's  account  of  a  nrw  comet, 
difcoveicd  by  him,  on  the  jothof 
November,  1783,  there  are  four 
agronomical  papers  which  are  of 
peculiar  importance.    Thelc  are, 
**■  On  the  Means  of  difcovcrin^  the 
Pittance,  Magnitude,  &c.  of  the 
fixed  Star;,  in  confequencc  of  the 
Diminution   of   the  Velocity  of 
their  Light,  in  cafe  fuch  a  di» 
jninution  fliould  be  found  to  take 
place  in  any  of  them,  and  fuch 
other  Data  fhould  be  procured  from 
Obfervations,  as  would  be  farther 
neccflan  for  that  Purpofe,"  by  Mr. 
Mitchell  ;  "  On  a  Method  of  de* 
fcribing  the  relative  Pofitions  and 
Magnitude  of  the  fixed  Stars,"  by 
Mr.  Wollaflon ;  44  On  the  remark* 
able  Appearances  at  the  Polar  Re- 
gions of  the  Planet  Mars,  the  In- 
clinations of  its  Axis,  the  Pofitjon 
of  its  Poles,  and  iis  fphcroidical  Fi- 
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count  of  fome  Obfervations  tending 
to  invcrtij^ate  the  Construction  0? 
the  Heavens,1*  by  the  fame  gen- 
tleman.   The  principal  communi- 
cations of  the  chemical  kind,  are, 
♦«  Experiments  on  Air,"  by  Mr. 
Cavendifli  ;    '«  Remarks  on  Mr. 
Cavendifti's  Experiments  on  Air,*' 
by  Mr.  Kirwan  ;  Mr.  Cavendifti's 
Anfwer,  and  Mr.  Kirwan's  Reply ; 
**  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on 
the  Terra  Pondcrofa,'"  by  L'r.  Wi- 
thering; 44  Thoughts  cn  the  con- 
{timeut  Parts  of  Water,  and  of 
dephlogillicatcd  Air,"    44  Sequel 
to  the  Thoughts  on  the  conlritucnt 
parts  of  W;«tcr  and  dephbgiuicated 
Air;"  44 On  a  new  Method  ot  pre- 
piling  a  tell  Liquor  to  fliew  the 
pre  fence  of  Icids  and  Alkalies  in 
chemical  Mixtures;"  all  three  by 
Mr.  W;itt.  44  Experiments  on  mix- 
ing Gold  with  Tin,"  by  Mr.  Al- 
chorne.    The  extraordinary  me* 
teor  that  was  feen  on  the  1 8th  of 
Auguft,  1783,  has  been  prodm&ve 
of  various  papers,  from  Mr.  Cat 
vaiio,  Mr.  Aubert,   Dr.  Cooper, 
Mr.  Edgeworth,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Pigott.    But  Dr.  Blagdcn's  44  Ac* 
count  of  fome  late  fiery  Meteors, with 
Obfervations,"  comprehends  the 
mod  curious  detail  of  facts,  and  the 
beft  philofophy  upon  the  fubje<ft. 
There  are  fome  other  valuable  com- 
munications in  the  feventy-fourth 
volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tran* 
factions. 

In  our  laft  Annual  Regifier,  we 
forgot  to  mention  the  fecond  vo* 
lume  of  44  Lettci*3  and  Papers  on 
Agriculture  and  Planting,  &c." 
felc£ted  from  the  correfpondence 
book  of  the  Bath  fociery.  This 
volume  is  enriched  by  the  commui 
nications  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young, 
Mr.  Wimpey,  Mr.  Anderfon,  Mr. 
Swaine,  and  other  intelligent  men, 
who,  with  the  fpirit  of  true  patriot-* 
ifip,  direct  their  z?aj  and  their  la« 
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bours  to  the  intern  il  improvement 
of  the  country.  Publications  or 
the  kind  now  before  us  are  of  the 
mod  eflential  benefit  to  the  king- 
dom. 

Mr.  Lamport's  '*  Curfory  Re- 
marks on  the  Importance  of  Agri- 
culture," have  the  fume  u fef ul  ten- 
dency. It  is  the  importance  of 
agriculture  in  irs  connection  with 
manufactures  ami  commerce,  that 
Is  the  particular  object  of  cur  au- 
thor's illultration.  In  this  view  he 
earnelHy  recommends  the  better 
and  more  general  cultivation  of  the 
Land  of  England,  as  the  bell  of 
funds,  a  f»nd  which  never  fails, 
and  is  the  mod  capable  of  bearing 
the  burthen  of  the  (late.  He 
ftronjlv  condemns  the  furfciing  of 
waflc  land  to  Ho  in  its  prelent  tor- 
pid, unfruitful  condition.  He  is 
equally  an  enemy  to  large  farms  ; 
but  inclofurcs  he  coniiders  as  what 
might  be  rendered  productive  of 
ihe  moil  beneficial  confequences. 
Mr.  Lamport  is  ready  to  Hand  for- 
ward, and  alfilt  in  the  execution  of 
the  plans  which  he  recommends  ; 
and  we  with,  for  his  own  fake,  as 
well  as  for  the  fake  of  the  public, 
that  his  offer  may  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Adams's  "  Eflay  on  Elec- 
tricity" is  not  intended  for  thofe 
who  arc  already  considerable  profi- 
cients in  this  branch  of  fciencc.  It 
has  been  his  endeavour  to  colleCt 
and  arrange,  in  a  methodical  and 
concifc  manner,  the  cflcniial  parts 
of  electricity,  and  by  thefe  means 
to  render  its  application  cafy,  pica- 
fant  and  obvious  to  the  young  prac- 
titioner. The  experiments  are  two 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  in  number, 
and"  aie  distributed  under  lixtcen 
heads.  A  fmall  tract  on  magncrifm 
is  added  by  the  author,  merely  to 
illmrratc  the  u*c  of  an  apparatus, 
conltruCted  in  order  to  exhibit  the 
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general  phenomena  of  that  fubtlc 

agent. 

We  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of 
Mr.  Moore's  **  Method  of  prevent- 
ing or  dimini filing  Pain  in  feveral 
Operations  of  Surgery.*'  The  au- 
thor, who  is  fon  to  Dr.  Moore  the 
traveller,  is  a  young  man,  zealous 
for  the  honour  of  the  profefiion  he 
has  ftudied,  and  full  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  humanity.  Being  very 
dehrous  of  relieving  the  pain  at- 
tending on  amputations,  he  has 
contrived  a  method,  by  the  preffure 
of  the  nerves,  which  he  thinks  will 
in  a  great  meafure,  and  perhaps 
effectually,  anfwer  the  purpote. 
The  method  has  only  been  brought 
to  full  proof  in  a  tingle  inftance, 
and  there  i'  was  remarkably  fuc- 
cefsful.  If  future  experience  be  as 
much  in  its  favour,  the  difcovery 
wiil  be  of  eminent  importance. 
Mr.  Moore's  tract  is  recommended 
by  the  pcrlpicuity  and  elegance 
with  which  it  is  written. 

Concerning  the  late  Dr.  William 
Hunter's  two  introductory  lecturer., 
which  are  noticed  by  our  corre- 
fpondent,  wc  iliall  beg  leave  to  add, 
that  they  contain  a  very  inltrudtive. 
and  pleating  view  of  the  rife  and 
prog  re  fs  of  the  frudy  of  anatomy, 
and  of  the  importance  and  ufeful- 
nefs  of  this  feience.  What  the  au- 
thor hath  laid  concerning  Harvey's 
difcovery  of  the  circulation  of  ihc 
blood,  will  by  fomc  perfons  be 
thought  rather  Angular,  and,  to 
have  the  intention  of  depreciating 
that  great  man's  fame.  This  charge 
having  been  brought  againft  Dr, 
Hunter,  ho  fupports  more  largely, 
in  the  prefent  imprellion  of  his  lec- 
tures, what  he  had  before  advau- 
.  ccd  ;  and,  after  (hewing  Harvey's 
inferiority  to  Columbus  and  Coper- 
nious,  atferts,  that,  in  merit,  his 
rank  mull  be  comparatively  low  in- 
i£,  s  deed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[#44l     DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 

deed.    We  do  not  agree  with  our  giving  the  hiftory  of  the  country 

author  upon  this  fubject..  from  the  Trojan  war  to  the  return 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Aikin's  pret-  of  the  Heraclcids,  confiders  the 

tv  book  entitled  **  The  Calendar  Grecian  oracles,  the  council  of 

of  Nature,"  we  have  been  dcfired  AmphycYions,  :.nd  the  Olympian 

to  convey  a  rcqueft  to  him,  that,  in  games.   An  appendix  is  added  con* 

a  future  edition,  he  would  enlarge  cerning  the  Greek  chronology,  in 

his  defign,  fo  as  to  accommodate  his  which  our  author  gives  the  prefer* 

work  to  the  inftruction  of  young  encc  to  fir  Ifaac  Newton's  lyftem. 

perfons  who  arc  arrived  to  fifteen  The  fifth  chapter  exhibits  the  event! 

or  fixtecn  years  of  age.  of  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Greece, 

from  the  return  of  the  Heracleidi 


place  in  point  of  originality  and  view  of  the  northern  provinces  of 
importance.   A  capital  work  on  the  Greece,  and  of  the  crtablifliracntof 
fubjeel  hath  long  been  a  defidera-  the  early  Grecian  colonies,  with  the 
turn  in  this  country.    There  is  a  hiftory  of  Athens  from  the  Trojan 
fund  of  information  in  the  anci-  war  to  the  5rit  public  tranfacuon 
cnt  Univcrlal  Hiftory ;  but,  as  it  with  Perlia.    The  feventh  chapter 
conftitutes  a  part  only  of  a  great  comprizes  a  view  of  the  nation* 
undertaking,  it  is  not  eafy  of  accefs,  politically  connected  with  Greece  ; 
independently  of  any  faults  which  and  the  three  remaining  ones  con- 
might  be  pointed  out  in  the  plan  or  tinue  the  hillory  of  the  country 
the  execution.    Mr.  Stanyan's  two  through  all  the  brilliant  exploits 
volumes  convey  pleafing  and  ufeful  which  occurred,  during  the  reigns 
infraction  to  young  perfons,  but  of  Darius  and   Xer.xe*,  kin^s  of 
do  not  go  to  the  bottom  of  themnt-  Perfia,  to  the  conclufion  of  the  lair 
ter.   As  to  fomc  later  compilations,  Pcrfian  invafion.   On  thefe  var'ons 
we  are  afraid  that  they  are  fcarcely  heads,  Mr.  Mitford's  information 
worthy  to  be  mentioned.    We  a:e  is  moft  exact  and  judicious.  His 
endebted  to  Mr.  Mitford  for  form-  hiftory  is  drawn  from  ori^nai  four- 
ing  the  defign  of  fuch  an  accurate  Ces,  which  he  hath  examined  with 
and  cxtenfive  hiftory  of  Greece  as  the  grcatetf  attention  ;  and  he  has 
fhould  comport  with  the  public  made  an  admirable  ufe  of  Homer, 
wants  and  wifhes.    It  is  only  the  in  delineating  the  early  (late  of 
firft  volume  of  the  work  that  is  now  Greece.     His  remarks,  in  which 
published,  and  it  is  divided  into  ten  there  is  no  aflccltcd  parade  of  fenri- 
chapters.    The  firlt  chapter  con-  mcnt,  appear  to  be  the  refult  of 
tains  the  hiilory  of  Greece,  from  clofc  thinking  and  of  a  found  jud^- 
rhe  carl'ietr  accounts  to  the  Trojan  mcnt.    The  lMe  of  the  biliary  :j 
war.     The  fecond  includes  that  not  carried  to  that  perfection  which 
war,  and  the  early  Hate  of  Afia  would  be  defireabic  in  a  work  of  lo 
Minor.    In  the  third,  the  religion,  much  importance.    It  is,  indeed,  in 
government,  jurifprude ncc,  fcience,  general,  pcrfpicuous,  and  fomerimri 
arts,  commerce,  and  manners  of  the  it  rife*  ro  elegance  ;  but  frequently 
early  Greeks  are  difrine  rly  difplay-  there  is  a  certain  aukwardnefs  in 
ed. "  The  fourth  chapter,  bciides  the  difpohtion  of  the  fent'.ivs 

which 
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Which  the  author  might  eafily  have 
avoided,  and  which,  we  truft,  he 
will  take  care  to  avoid  in  his  fuc- 
ceeding  volumes.  Wc  cannot  but 
exprefs  our  ardent  wiih  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  Mr.  Mitford's  hiftory, 
though  we  know  that  another  work 
of  the  fame  kind  is  in  the  prefs, 
from  which,  the  abilities  and  learn- 
ing of  the  writer,  Dr.  John  Gillies, 
lead  us  to  form  very  considerable 
expectations. 

The  next  hiflorical  publication,  in 
point  of  importance,  is  the  fecond 
part  of  the  «*  Hiftory  of  Modern  Eu- 
rope," confiding  of  two  volumes, 
Svo,  in  addition  to  the  two  volumes 
formerly  printed,  and  carrying  on 
the  narration  from  the  peace  of 
Weftphalia,  in  1648,  to  the  peace 
of  Paris,  in  1 763.  It  is  an  ufeful 
defign  to  collect  from  a  prodigious 
mais  of  materials,  and  to  comprefs 
into  a  fnial!  compafs,  the  events  that 
are  m-  il  neceflTary  to  be  known  by 
the  body  of  readers,  and  especially 
by  young  pcribns.  Such  is  the  dc- 
lign  of  the  prefciU  writer,  aud  it  is' 
executed  with  ability  and  judgment. 
At  the  fame  rime,  the  fiyle  of  Mr. 
Uuflcli,  for  that  is  the  name  of  our 
hiliorian,  is  clear  and  unaffected, 
and  proper  to  the  end  be  has  in 
view.  In  declaring  our  finccre  ap- 
probation of  the  work  before  u?, 
wc  do  not  mean  to  aflert  that  we 
agree  with  every  fentiment  which 
the  author  hath  advanced.  Per- 
haps he  is  nor  fo  competent  to  de- 
cide on  literal)  characters  and  lite- 
rary lubje&s,  as  he  is  to  execute  the 
other  pans  of  his  undertaking. 

The  appearance  of  u  The  Diary 
of  the  hue  George  Bubb  Dodding- 
ton,  Baron  of  Melcombe  Regis," 
afforded  a  high  gratification  to  pub- 
lic curiofity.  The  time  included 
in  the  Diary  i*  from  March  the  Sth, 
174.8-0,  to  February  the  6th,  1761, 
and  comprehends  an  entertaining 


and  intcrefting  account  of  various 
court  intrigues  during  that  period. 
The  politics  of  Carleton-houfc, 
previoully  to  the  death  of  Frederic 
Prince  of  Wales,  arc  particularly 
difplayed,  as  well  as  many  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  the  fame  houfe 
after  that  event,  As  to  the  light 
in  which  the  noble  author  himfclf 
appears,  it  cannot  be  faid  to  contri- 
bute to  the  honour  of  his  character. 
His  lordfliip  could  eafily  break  his 
engagements  with  one  party,  and 
enter  into  new  ones  with  another. 
His  political  conduct,  as  is  honefiMy 
acknowledged  by  the  editor  of  the 
Diary,  Mr.  Henry  Pcnruddocke 
Wyndham,  ftiews  him  to  have  been, 
wholly  directed  by  the  bafc  motives 
of  avarice,  vanity,  and  felnthncfs. 
While  fuch  appear  to  be  his  views, 
he  records  his  actions  without  any 
teeming  fenfc  of  their  impropriety, 
or  of  the  meannefs  of  the  princi- 
ples frfrm  which  they  proceeded  ; 
nays  there  is  pood  reafon  to  believe 
that  he  intended  his  Diary  for  pub- 
lication, fo  little  did  he  imagine 
that  it  would  redound  to  his  dimo- 
nour.  Who  will  be  warm  in  his 
zeal  for  political  men,  when  he  re- 
collects how  much  Mr.  Doddin^- 
ton  was  extolled  in  the  patriotic 
writings  of  his  time,  and  that  he 
was  celebrated  by  fuch  poet.;  as  a 
Young  and  a  Thomfon  r  What,  in 
the  prcfenr  work,  exhibits  Lord 
Melcombe's  character  in  the  beft 
light,  is  his  Memorial  to  the  Prince 
or  Wales,  dated  on  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1749,  and  printed  in  the  ap- 
pendix. The  advice  delivered  in 
this  memorial  is  equally  honcn  and 
judicious  and,  if  it  had  been  put 
in  practice,  would  have  rendered 
his  royal  highnefs's  conduct  wife 
and  honourable. 

D'lvernois's  u  Hiftorical  and 
Political  View  of  the  Conltitution 
and  Revolutions  of  Geneva,  in  the 

<^  3  eighteenth 
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eighteenth  Century,"  is  the  produc- 
tion of  a  citizen  who  has  been  much 
concerned  in  the  divi  lions  which 
havejatcly  agitated  that  little  tfatc. 
He  is  of  the  republican  party,  and 
has  been  obliged  to  leave  his  coun- 
try, in  confequence  of  the  difputes 
which  have  been  fo  fatal  to  the 
caufe  of  Genevan  liberty.  Writ- 
ing, therefore,  under  the  impreflion 
of  thefe   events,   and  his  affec- 
tions being  deeply  intercllcd,  his 
ftyle  of  coinpoluion  is  warm  and 
animated.    His  dedication,  in  par- 
ticular, to  the  King  of  France,  hai 
a  wonderful  pathos  and  energy. 
Alas  !  the  ears  of  monarchs  are  deaf 
to  the  facred  voice  of  freedom. 
Notwithftanding  the  warmth  of  Dr. 
DMvernois's  manner,  there  is  no 
reafon  to  call  in  queftion  the  truth 
and  fidelity  of  his  narration.  At 
a  rime  when  the  contefts  at  Geneva 
had  excited  a  confidcrablc  degree  of 
public  attention,  it  could  not  but  be 
agreeable  to  have  a  book  which 
throws  fo  much  light  upon  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  republic,  and  which 
traces  to  their  fourcc  the  incroach- 
mcnts  that  have  been  productive  of 
the  mod  unhappy  confcqucnccs. 
Dr.  D'lvernois's  work,  which  was 
originally  written  in  French,  is 
tranflatcd  by  Mr*  Farcll. 

Habcfci's  "  Prcfcnt  State  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire/'  is  upon  a  fub- 
ject  which  wanted  farther  illitflra- 
t  on  in  this  country.  The  writings 
of  Bulbequius  and  Ricaut,  though 
very  valuable,  are  not  fufficiently 
accommodated  to  later  times  ;  and 
even  the  more  recent  publications 
of  Lady  Mary  Wortlcy  Montagu 
and  Sir  James  Porter,  do  not  con- 
tain all  the  information  that  could 
be  wifhed.  Elias  Habefci,  from 
Whole  French  manufcript  the  work 
before  us  is  tranflare.l,  has  had 
51  cat  advantage;  in  jV>int  of  fjtua- 


ITERATURL 

ation.  He  is  by  birth  a  Greek  \ 
he  was  brought  up  by  an  uncle, 
who  enjoved  an  office  of  honouf 
and  fruit  in  the»Seraglio  ;  he  aried, 
foretime,  as  fecretary  to  a  grand 
vilir  ;  and,  befides  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Turkiih  capi- 
tol,  has  vitited  every  city  under  the 
Ottoman  government  in  Alia,  and 
almolt  every  one  in  Kuropc.  With 
thefe  qualifications,  he  could  not 
fail  of  adding  to  the  frock  of  our 
knowledge  upon  the  fu!  jeet  he  hai 
undertaken. 

*«  The  Hirtory  of  Ayder  AH 
Khan,  Nabob  Bahadcr,"  relates  to 
a  prince  who,  for  many  years,  made 
a  great  figure  in  the  Eait  fndiaa 
part  of  the  world.  So  much  ha* 
been  faid  of  him,  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  newfpapers  and  other  publi- 
cations, and  fo  interclring  have 
been  rhe  wars  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged, cfpccially  with  the  Englifti, 
that  a  faithful  account  of  his  per- 
form! character  and  military  exploit* 
could  not  fail  of  being  acceptable  to 
a  number  of  read  ts.  Such  an  ac- 
count is  profetTed  to  be  given  in  the 
prcfent  performance,  and  we  know 
not  of  any  fuflicicnt  realbti  to  dif- 
pute  the  truth  of  its  rcprcfenta- 
tions.  The  war  m  Jit  minutely  de- 
tailed in  this  work,  is  that  which 
commenced  between  Avderand  the 
Engliih  in  1767.  The  lure  war  ii 
omitted  by  the  author,  for  want 
of  what  he  deems  authentic  infor- 
mation. 

Clark's  « Concife  Hillory  of 
Knighthood,  consuming  the  Kcli- 
gious  and  Military  Orders  which 
have  been  inititutcd  in  Europe/' 
is  the  production  of  an  ingenious 
engraver,  whofc  ptirfuits  have  led 
him  to  the  ltudy  of  heraldry,  "and 
other  branches  of  knowledge  con- 
nected with  that  object.  W  ith  he- 
raldry the  inlVitutious  of  knight- 
hood 
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hood  have  a  very  clofe  conjunction. 
The  fubjeel  is  curious,  and  contri- 
butes to  the  better  underflnnding 
of  general  hillory.  Though,  there- 
fore, the  author  is  not  wholly  frte 
from  errors  and  defers,  and  though 
his  language  is  no  model  either  of 
correctnefs  or  elegance,  his  work 
will  be  inftrucrive  and  pleating 
to  thofe  who  have  not  Inclina- 
tion or  leifure  for  deeper  invefti- 
g.uions 

Mrs.  Dobfon  has  tranilated,  from 
the  French  of  Monfieur  de  St.  Pa- 
laye,  «*  Memoirs  of  Ancient  Chi- 
valry,  to  which  are  added,  the 
Anecdotes  of  the  Times,  from  the 
Romance  Writers  and  Hiilorians  of 
thofe  Aires."    This  lady  is  al- 
ready well  known  to  the  public  by 
her  Tranflatlons  of  the  Life  of 
Petrarch,  and  the  Kiftory  of  the 
Troubadours,  works  which  have 
conveyed  very  pleafing  infonnation 
to  the  world;  and  the  former  of 
which,  especially  in  the  original, 
is  one  of  the  moll  entertaining 
books  that  ever  was  written.  The 
prefent    volume    probably  com- 
pletes her  dciign  of  delineating  the 
literature  and  manners  which  fomc 
centuries  ago  were  prevalent  in 
Europe.   T  hough  it  contains  many 
extraordinary  anecdotes,  and  throws 
no  fmall  light  on  rhe  fpirit  and 
eufromi  of  ovir  European  ancellors 
when  chivalry  was  the  fafhion,  it 
hath    not   inteielicd  us  quite  fo 
greatly    as  Mrs.  Pobfon's  other 
puhlic.itions.    Better  judges  than 
ouri'elvcs  in:iy  form,   perhaps,  a 
different  opimon  ;  nnd  it  would  be 
doing  injutlicc  to  the  tranflator  not 
to  lay,  that  the  Memoirs  be  tore  us 
uill  afford  to  the  reader  fomc  in- 
firm Hon,    and   more  amufement. 
We  have  a  fufpieion,  that  in  feve- 
ral  inftanccs  the  fictions  or  exag- 
gerations of  romances  are  too  much 


relied  upon,  as  tcflimonies  of  hifto* 
Heal  facts. 

The  utility  of  fuch  a  publica- 
tion .as  the  "  Supplement  to  the 
Fifth  Ed/tion  of  Collins's  Peerage 
of  England,"  is  too  evident  to  be 
denied.    The  changes  in  families, 
and  new  creations,  continually  call 
for  alterations  and  additions  in 
works  of  this  kind.     Mr.  Long- 
mate  is  well  qualified  for  the  bu§- 
nefs  he  hath  undertaken,  and  ap- 
pears to  have  exerted  great  dili- 
gence of  enquiry.    We  apprehend 
that  in  fomc  tale?,  and  efpecially 
in  thofe  of  lord  Rawdon  and  the 
earl  of  Leiccltcr,  he  mud  have  re- 
ceived afliftancc  fiom  the  noble 
peers  thcinfelves.     It  is  the  in- 
terett  of  titled  families  to  give  all 
the  aid  in  their  power  to  the  com- 
pilers of  peerages,  and  efpecially 
to  fuch  a  work  as  Collins's,  which 
is  a  book  of  authority.    The  ge- 
nealogies which  are  the  moft  la- 
boured in  the  prefent  volume,  be- 
lides  the  two  already  mentioned, 
are  thofe  that  relate  to  lord  Dacre, 
baroncs  Willoughby  of  Erefby, 
lord  Say  and  Selc,  lord  Loughbo- 
rough, lord  Bagot,  and  the  eafl  of 
Norwich. 

Fielding's  ««  New  Peerage  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,*' 
in  two  fmall  volumes,  is,  from  its 
concifenefs,  intended  only  for  com- 
mon reader-,  or  for  occational  con- 
futation, and  appears  to  be  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofe.  Befides 
containing  accounts  of  noble  fami- 
lies, it  treats  on  the  Origin  and 
Prog  re  fs  of  Honours  on  the  Man- 
ner of  creating  Peers,  and  on  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood.  A  Ihort 
Introduction  to  Heraldry  is  like- 
wife  given,  with  the  Genealogical 
Dei'tcnts  and  Intermarriages  of  all 
the  Sovereigns  of  Europe. 

The  "  Journal  ot  the  Siege  of 
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Gibraltar'*  being  merely  a  Journal, 
and  not  deferving  the  name  or"  a 
Hillory,  it  is  fufiicient  barely  to 
announce  it  to  our  readers. 

The  year  1784  hath  been  very 
frui;ful  in  biographical  pioductions, 
both   collectively   conlidered  and 
with  regard  to  new  lives.    In  this 
year  hath  appeared  the  third  vo- 
lume of  the  lecond  edition  of  the 
*«  j  iographia    Britannica,  with 
Corrections,    Enlargement*,  and 
the  Addition  of  new'  Lives."  The 
editor,  Dr.  Kippi?,  apologizes,  in 
his  Preface,  for  the  delay  of  the 
work,  by  reciting  the  labour  which 
it  requires.    More  than  double  the 
proportion  of  new  lives  has  fallen 
to  his  fhare  ;  the  additions  to  the 
old  articles,  which  arc  very  nu- 
merous, and,  in  many  ca'es,  very 
large,  are  a  I  moil  cxciuiively  his 
own  ;   the  previous  rcvilion  and 
iubfequcnt  correction  of  the  whole 
Hvork  come  within  his  department ; 
no  fmall  compafs  of  reading  is  ab- 
folutely  neccfiary  to  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  undertaking  ;  and  of- 
ten the  rcquiiitc  information  can- 
not be  obtained  without  a  eorref- 
pondence  by  letter?,  and  a  variety 
of  perfonal  applications.  Nearly 
one  half  uf  tne  volume  now  pub- 
lilhed  con fif's  of  frcfli  matter.  The 
nc.v  lives  arc  thirty-fix  in  number, 
and  the  additions  to  the  old  articles 
wre  as  important  and  valuable  as 
the  new  lives.    It  feems  t;>  have 
been  the  wifh  of  the  editor  to  im- 
prove the  Kiographica  Britannica 
.0  the  utmoft  of  his  pmver.  He 
avails  himfclf,  in  particular,  of  his 
reading,  to  give,  wherever  an  op. 
porrumrv  ot.er..  an  extenlive  view 
of  Biitiih  Jite:  attire,   and  of  the 
comrovcrlies  V*  hich  have  been  car- 
ikdon  in  this  country.    As  the  Jc- 
%n  is  on  a  large  :calc,  and,  in- 


deed, may  be  con  fide  red  as  a  na- 
tional work,  it  affotds  room  for 
many  hillorical  and  critical  enqui- 
ries and  difcuilions  which  could  not 
be  admitted  in  fmaller  publications. 
In  the  conduct  of  fo  great  an  un- 
dertaking, fcveral  things  will  al- 
molt  unavoidably  be  expofed  to 
exception  and  ftricture ;  but  that 
the  editor  has  not  been  deficient  in 
attention  and  diligence  is  generally 
acknowledged.  It  is,  like  wife  al- 
lowed, that  he  hat  come  prepared 
to  his  bufinefs  with  a  coniiderablc 
portion  of  that  fort  of  knowledge 
and  learning  which  qualified  him 
for  biographical  refearches  and 
communications.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  hath  been  very  folicitou* 
to  apply  to  living  fourccs  of  intel- 
ligence. This  is  evident  from  many 
ot  the  articles,  the  materials  of 
which  have  been  derived  from  the 
moft  authentic  information  of  a 
perfonal  and  domcllic  nature. 

The  "  New  Univerfal,  Hifrori- 
cal,  and  Literary  Dictionary,"  in 
twelve  volumes,  8vo.  is  more  e\- 
tenlive  in  its  object  than  the  B^c- 
graphica   Britannica,    but  much 
more  confined  with  refpect  to  the 
length  of  its  lives.    Its  title  will 
inform  us  that  it  inclcdej  pcrlor.s 
of  all  nations,  and  in  all  a^cs. 
Like  the  Biographia  it  U  an  im- 
provement of  a    fo  rn.r  edition, 
though  comprifed  in  the  lame  num- 
ber of  volumes  of  which  that  edition 
con  filled.    Vox  this  purp';fe.  forr»c 
of  the  old  nrti vies  arc  It?;:  our,  and 
other.;,  we  imagine,  nvjfi  \k  r.  :r  a 
little  curtailed.    Six  hundred  new 
lives  are  given  in  th?  prcicnt  in> 
preflion,  many  of  which  are  nevtf- 
farily  very  ihort,  while  others  of 
them  have  as  much  length  as  is 
competent  to  the  nature  of  the  un- 
dertaking.   'Die  utility  of  fueh  a 
compilation  is  undeniable,  a;  al- 

hio;': 


Digitized  by  Google 


DOMESTIC  L 

rfloft  every  reader  mud  have  occa- 
fion  to  confult  a  work  of  this  kind. 
The  editors  will  forgive  us  for  fug- 
gefting,  that  there  are  fome  articles, 
efpecially  in  the  Appendix,  the 
fubjefts  of  which  were  too  infigni- 
ficant  to  merit  a  place  in  any  col- 
lection. 

Mr.  Middleton's  M  Biographia 
Evangelica,"  the  third  volume  of 
which  is  now  publHhed,  (hews  it- 
felf,  from  its  very  title,  to  be  a 
work  of  a  confined  nature.  It  is 
intended  to  give  an  hiftorical  ac- 
count of  the  lives  and  deaths  of 
the  mod  eminent  evangelical  au- 
thors or  preachers,  both  Britifh 
and  foreign,  in  the  feveral  denomi- 
nations of  Protcrtants,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Reformation  to 
the  prelent  time.  Our  collector's 
favourite  divines,  fcvcj<al  of  whom 
were  of  great  and  defcrved  fame, 
arc  of  the  Calviniftical  pcrfuVlion. 
Mr.  Middleton  is  not  pofTefled  of 
thofe  powers  of  compofition  which 
enable  him  to  exhibit  his  original 
materials  to  the  beft  advantage. 

Noble's  44  Memoirs  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate-houfc  of  Cromwell ;  de- 
duced from  an  early  Period,  and 
continued  down  to  the  prefent 
Time;"  comlitutc  one  of  the  mo  ft 
laborious  invefiigations  of  family- 
hiitory  that  hath  ever  fallen  with- 
in our  notice.  The  firft  volume 
hath  collected  tore  her  whatever 
can  be  met  with  concerning  the 
rtncelrors  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  his 
private  life,  his  children  and 
delccndants.  The  fecond  volume 
gives  an  account  of  thofe  who 
have  been  connected  with  the 
Cromwell  family,  by  the  collateral 
ties  of  blood,  or  by  affiance.  The 
materials  which  Mr.  Noble  has 
brought  to  light  arc  not  always 
worthy  of  the  p.iins  and  labour 
which  it  mull  have  coll  him  to  pro- 
cure them.     His  work,  however, 
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cannot  fail  of  gratifying  the  curio* 
lity  of  a  number  of  readers.  In 
fpeaking  of  Cromwell's  character, 
he  doth  not  betray  either  the  bi« 
gotry  of  adherence,  or  the  bigotry 
of  averfion.  Though  the  author 
is  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of 
England,  we  Imagine,  from  feve- 
ral inaccuracies  of  ftyle,  that  he 
has  not  had  an  univerfity  educa- 
tion. Thefe  inaccuracies,  we  tru  ltf 
will  be  corrected  in  a  fecond  edi- 
tion, Which  is  faid  to  be  in  agita- 
tion, and  which  may  be  expected 
to  contain  other  improvements. 

Though  Mr.  Davies's  "  Drama- 
tic Mifcellanies,"  are  not  ftrictly 
biographical,  yet,  as  they  furniift 
a  variety  of  anecdotes  concerning 
the  writers  and  actors  of  plays,  they 
may  fitly  be  mentioned  under  the 
head  of  Biography.  In  the  point 
we  are  fpeaking  of,  they  may  be 
confidereu  as  an  agreeable  Supple- 
ment to  the  author's  Memoirs  of 
Garrick. 

With  regard  to  fingle  lives,  Mr. 
Sheridan's  Life  of  Dr.  Swift  is  enti- 
tled to  peculiar  attention.  No  one, 
nowexifting,  could  be  fo  well  quali- 
fied to  write  it  from  perfonal  know- 
ledge.  No  one  can  have  a  greater, 
or,  perhaps,  an  equal  reverence  for 
the  memory  of  the  dean  of  St;  Pa- 
trick's.   Accordingly,  the  account 
of  this  extraordinary  man,  now  pub- 
liflicd,  is  written  conamore\  and  moft 
people  will  think  that  the  biogra- 
pher's admirat  ion  of  his  hero,  is  car- 
ried to  a  prodigious  excels.  Mr.  She- 
ridan reprcfenti  Dr.  Suift  as  utterly 
free  from  vice ;   and,  indeed,  as 
one  of  the  moft  perfect  and  exalted 
characters  that  ever  exiftcd  :  and 
yet  it  requires  only  to  read  the 
work  before  us,  to  be  fatisfied  that 
he  had  many  defects.  It  is  evident, 
from  the  relation  here  given  of  his 
behaviour  to  mifs  Vanhomrigh  and 
Stolla,   that  his  condutt  towards 
x  thefe 
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thefc  ladies  was  highly  blameable,  favoured  the  public*  with  a  "  Life 
and  that  it  can  never  be  reconciled  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  archbithop 
tp  honour  and  humanity,  in  orher  of  Canterbury,"  which  is  written 


to  be  applauded.    It  will,  at  the  fully  fenfible  of  Cranmer's  cxcel- 
famc  time,  be  readily  acknowledge  lencies,  he  is  not  blind  to  his  cr- 
ed,  that  he  was  poflcflcd  of  very  rors    and   defects.    The  genuine 
eminent   virtues.     Mr.  Sheridan  chara&er  of  the  good  archbithop  is 
has  fuccccded  in  fliewing  that  Dr.  displayed,    in  its  various  lights, 
Swift  was  of  fur  greater  import-  with  vivacity  and  fpirit ;  and  our 
ance  with  Harley  r.nd  Holingbroke,  author's  fentiments  on  ecclefiaiHcal 
and  more  confidentially  admitted  fubjects  are  rational,  liberal,  and 
into  the  fecret  of  affairs,  than  fome  candid.    There  arc  few  better  mo- 
perfons  have  imagined.    He  hath  dels  of  Biographical  competition 
made,  likewife,  a  number  of  juft  than  thofe  which  have  been  exhi- 
flriclures,  though,  perhaps,  deli-  bited  by  Mr.  Gilpin ;  and,  therc- 
vered  with  too  much  fc verity,  on  fore,  we  hope  that  he  will  embrace 
the  mifreprefentations  of  lord  Or-  farther  occafions  of  exerciling  hii 
rery  and  Dr.  Johnfon.    Many  of  abilities  in  this  walk  of  literature. 
Mr.  Sheridan's  anecdotes  are  equal-       We  cannot  fpeak  with  the  fame 
ly  new  and  entertaining  ;  and  he  applaufj  concerning  Mr.  Matters** 
has  enabled  his  readers  to  obtain  a  «*  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Wi it- 
more  exact  and  comprehen five  view  ings  of  the  late  rev.  Thomas  Ba- 
of  dean  Swift's  character  than  could  ker."    Though  the  materials  for 
poflibly  have  been  acquired  from  this  work,  which  formerly  belong- 
any   former  publications.     This  ed  to  Dr.  Zachary  Grey,  have 
Life  is  prefixed  to  a  new  edition  of  been  fourteen  years  in  the  poflef- 
the  dean's  works  which  Mr.  She-  fion  ot  the  prefent  biographer,  he 
ridan    hath   fupcrintended.    We  has  mndc  fuch  an  indifferent  ufe  of 
could  have  wifiVd  that  fome  of  the  them,  that  he  has  given  to  the 
nonfenfe  which  has  been  too  fedu-  public  a  very  crude  and  indigefted 
loullv  collected,  had  been  left  out  performance.     Mr.  Mafiers,  we 
of  i he  prefcut  impreflion  ;  and  we  doubt  not,  is  a  learned  antiquary  \ 
e  no  doubt  but  that  'he  editor's  but  he  has  no  pretentions  to  the 
goid  feafc,  as  well  as  his  vencra-  character  of  a  good  writer.  More 
tion  for  the  memory  of  hi  favour-  bulHc  has  been  made  about  Mr. 
ite  author,  would  have  Ld  him  to  fcaker  himfclf  than  he  appears  to 
do  it,  had  it  been  permitted  by  the  have    deferved.     His  reputation 
bookteilers.    The  arrangement  of  principally  refls  on  his  '*  Kcflec- 
t)»".  Swift's  writings  is  confidcr-  tions  upon  Learning,"  which  it 
ably  improved.  was  long  the  fafhion  to  applaud, 
Mr.  Gilpin  has  fo  well  recom-  but  which,  though  well  written, 
-mended  himfclf  to  general  cVicem  arje  too  defective,  and  too  full  of 
by  his  Lives  of  fome  ot  t,hc  prin-  prejudices,  to  be  eftcemed  a  very 
cipal  Reformers,  and  by  his  other  capital  production.    He  was  cer- 
inftructive  and  agreeable  produc-  tainly  a  man  of  difiinguifned  lite- 
tions  that  his  appearance  m  the  raturc,  and  a  deep  explorer  of  an- 
literary  world  is  always  received  tiquities ;  but  what  was  the  refult 


with  fati.faaion.   ThL  year  he  has 
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ftlxnoft  his  whole  time  in  collecting  Supplement  to  the  former  Life  of 
and    tranferibing    papers  ;    and.  Sir  John  Hawkwood,  corrects  its 
though  he  lived  to  be  conudcrably  errors,  and  fupplics  its  defeats, 
more  than  eighty  years  of  a^c.       Voltaire's  44  Mcmoire  of  Him- 
his  main  defign  was  never  carried  felf,"  which  were   printed  here 
into  execution.     If,   like  honed  both  in  French  and  in  Knglifh,  fur- 
Anthony  Wood,  he  had  formed  nifh  the  laft  biographical  article  that 
his  materials  into  an  Athena;  Can-  calls  for  our  notice.    '1  he  authen- 
tabrigienfes,  he  would  jultly  have  ticity  of  the  work  was  at  firll  doubt- 
been  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  ed,  but  the  doubt  was  foon  given 
praifes  of  pofterity.     At  prefent,  up.    Indeed,  the  turn  of  ilyle  and 
his  collections  are  only  uleful  for  fentiment,  the  petulance,  wit,  and 
occafional  confutation.  His 44  Hif-  fpirit  which  prevail  in  the  Me- 
tory  of  St.  John's  College,  Cam-  moir6,  are  fufficient  indications  of 
bridge,"  which  was  left  ny  him  in  their  original  author,  Monfieur 
a  more  finiflied  flute,  is  faid  to  have  Voltaire  is  very  fevcreon  fome  per- 
bcen  withheld  from  the  public  on  fans,  and  efpccially  on  the  king  of 
account  of  the   prejudices   with  Prutfia ;  and  his  feverity  is  faid  to 
which  it  is  replete.  have  excited  the  refentment  of  that 
The  44  Hiftorical  and  Critical  monarch.     It   is  not  from  fuch 
Diliertation  on  the  Life  and  Writ-  books  as  the  prefent,  that  mankind 
ings  of  James  the  Firll,  King  of  will  be  infpircd  with  any  extraor- 
Scotland,"  contains  a  variety  of  dinary   veneration   for  fovercign 
jparticulars  concerning  him,  which  princes, 
were  not  known  to  the  generality 

Of  readers.  It  is  the  literary  cha-  Dr.  Playfair's  44  Syftcm  of  Chro- 
racler  of  this  monarch  that  is  the  nology,"  which  is  printed  on  a 
chief  object  of  our  Differ  tutor's  at-  large  fcale,  is  a  work  of  great  con- 
tention. James  was  undoubtedly  fecjuence  on  that  important  fubject. 
an  excellent,  learned,  and  accoin-  It  contains  i.  An  explanation  of 
pliftied  prince,  whofe  memory  is  the  principles  of  the  Science  ;  to- 
entitled  to  high  veneration  ;  and  gcther  with  an  Account  of  the 
the  public  is  obliged  to  the  prefent  molt  remarkable  Epochs,  jEras, 
author  for  doing  juftice  to  his  and  Periods,  the  Dates  and  Extent 
merit.  of  which  are  afecrtained.  2.  A 
Mr.  Robinfon  of  Cambridge  has  Chronological  History,  which  ex- 
prefixed  to  his  44  Tranflation  of  hibits  a  connected  View  of  the  Time, 
Sauna's  Sermons,"  a  Ihort  Life  Mode,  and  Circumtianccs  of  the  O- 
of  that  eminent  Divine,  written  rigin,  Hrogrcfs,  Decline,  and  Fall  of 
with  fpirit ;  and  Mr.  Nichols,  in  every  conlidenible  Kingdom,  from 
his  44  Topographicas,"  has  infcitcd  the  carlieft  Period  to  the  prefent.  3. 
fevcral  pieces  of  a  biographical  na-  A  Li'.t  of  fevcral  ticlipfes  before  the 
ture.  Among  the  refr,  there  is  a  Chriilian  ./Era,  obferved  by  Aftro- 
curious  communication  by  Mr.  nomcrs,  or  recorded  by  Hiftorians, 
Badcock,  relative  to  the  Weftley  and  of  all  the  Eclipfes  from  A.  D. 
family.  The  account,  likewife,  of  1,  to  A.  D.  10.ee,  with  an  expla- 
the  Spalding  Society,  and  of  Mau-  natory  Preface.  4.  AChronolo- 
rice  Johnfon,  cfq.  the  great  foul  gical  Lift  of  Councils,  in  which 
of  it,  will  be  not  a  little  entertain-  the  Date,  Place,  and  Subject  of 
idg,  efpccially  to  antiquaries.  A  every  Council  are  fpecified.  4. 
5  Chrc*. 
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Chronological  Tables  and  Charts  Ptolemy  the  geographer,  which 
from  B.C.  2300,  toA.D.  1784,  errors  many  writers  have  fevercly 
adapted  to  a  Scale,  and  afcertain-  condemned,  is  equally  candid  and 
ing  the  Duration  of  the  Lives  and  judicious.  Ptolemy's  miftakes  arofc 
Feigns  of  the  mod  eminent  Per-  from  the  ignorance  of  the  age  in 
(images  in  all  ages.  6.  A  Lil>  of  which  he  lived,  and  not  from  the 
remarkable  Events  and  Occurrences  ignorance  of  the  man  ;  his  know- 
relating  to  every  Kingdom  and  Na-  ledge  being  as  perfect  as  the  low 
tion,  from  the  carliell  Ages  to  the  condition  of  fcience  at  that  time 
pic  lent  Times  ;  with  the  Dates  of  allowed.  The  Prefect  State  of 
many  Ccleftial  Phenomena,  j*  Geography  is  not  difcuflTed  by  Dr. 
Supplemental  Tables,  illuftrating  Blair, 
the  feveral  Parts  of  tjic  Syftem.  1 

8.  A  Copious  Biographical  Index,  Mr.  Lemon's  "  Englifti  Etyroo- 
in  which  the  Dates  of  the  Reigns  logy,  or,  a  Derivative  Dictionary 
of  Kings,  and  of  the  Lives  of  re-  of  the  Englifh  Language,"  may  as 
markable  Men  in  all  Ages,  arc  in-  properly  be  mentioned  under  the 
ferted,  and  concife  Characters  of  head  of  Antiquities,  as  under  that 
both  are  occafionally  given.  Un-  of  Critical  Learning.  The  work 
derthefe  feveral  heads,  Dr.  Play-  is  divided  into  two  alphabets,  trac- 
fair  appears  to  have  taken  uncom-  ing  the  etymology  of  thofc  words 
mon  pains,  and  to  have  been  foli-  that  are  derived,  firft,  from  the 
citous  to  give  his  work  as  much  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  and, 
perfection  as  was  in  his  power,  fecondly,  from  the  Saxon  ami  other 
When  we  deliver  cur  opinion  that  Northern  tongues.  The  whole  is 
it  is  dill,  in  certain  refpefts,  capa-  compiled  from  Vofllus,  Mcric  Ca- 
ble of  improvement,  perhaps  we  faubon,  Spclman,  Somner,  Min- 
fay  no  more  than  what  may  ever  fhew,  Junius,  Skinner,  Verflc^an, 
be  faid  concerning  any  undertaking  Ray,  Nugent,  Upton,  Cleland, 
of  fo  cxtenfive  and  multifarious  and  other  erymnlogilb.  The  Frc« 
s  nature.  We  apprehend  that  lbme  face  contains  a  Defence  of  the  Eng- 
Chronological  quciUons  might  have  lifli  Language,  and  treats  on  the 
been  conlidercd  with  greater  preci-  Ule  of  Etymology.  Our  author's 
fion,  and  that  furKcicntly  judicious  grand  pohtion  is,  that,  through 
difcriminations  and  diftnbutions  of  whatever  channels  the  words  of 
epochas  arc  yet  wanting.  How-  our  modern  Englifh  have  bstn  de- 
ever,  we  do  not  upon  the  whole,  rived,  whether  Roman,  Gothic, 
inow  of  any  Syttcm  of  Chrono-  Celtic,  Saxon,  Teutonic,  or  Ice- 
logv  which  unites  in  it  lb  many  landic,  ll ill  it  is  the  Grrei  i.Uut 
advantages  as  this  of  Dr.  Play-  which  is  the  tr  ie  bafis  of  the  F.ng- 
fair's.  lifli  tongue.    Every  rational  lVho- 

lar  will  be  fenlible  that  this  is  a  po- 

A  pofthumous  piece  of  the  late  fition  too  bold  and  too  p»ecarii>us 

Dr.  John  Blair's  has  been  publifh-  to  be  maintained  by  full  and  folid 

ed,  cnti'led,  <l  The  Hillorv  of  the  evidence.    It  has  been  the  fault  or 

Rife  ami  Proqrefs  of  Geography.  etymojogifts  to  purfuc  the  dcriva- 

It  is  an  ingenious  performance,  in  tion  of  words  to  a  ridiculous  excefs, 

which  the  fubject  is  treated  with  and  of  antiquaries  to  afllime  form: 

great  accuracy  and  learning.    The  favourite  doctrine,  to  which  every 

author's  apology  for  the  errors  of  object  is  referred.    If  Mr.  Lemon 

has 
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lias  not  efcaped  thefc  faults,  his  on  the  whole,  the  Phenicians  have 
Dictionary  may,  notwithstanding,  the  beft  title  to  the  honour  of  this 
contain  much  ufeful  information,  invention.  Mr.  Afile  does  not 
and  be  a  book  that  may  often  be  concur  in  fentiment  with  thofe 
confulted  with  advantage.  who  have  aflcrted,  that  all  alpha- 
Mr.  Aftle's  44  Origin  and  Pro-  bets  are  derived  fn»m  out,  there  bc«» 
grefs  of  Writing,  as  well  Hiero-  ing  a  variety  of  alphabets  ufed  in 
glyphic  as  Elementary,  ill  uit  rated  different  parts  of  Aha,  which  dir- 
ty Engravings  taken  from  Marbles,  fer  from  the  Phenician,  ancient 
Manufcripts,  and  Charters,  Anci-  Hebrew  or  Samari  an,  in  name, 
ent  and  Modern,"  is  a  very  curious  number,  figure,  order,  and  p^wer. 
performance.  It  is  written  by  a  The  alphabets  that  feem  to  be  im- 
gentlcman  deeply  converfant  in  the  mediately  derived  from  the  i'herii- 
knowledge  and  ftudy  of  antiqui-  cian,  are,  the  ancient  Hebrew,  or 
ties,  of  which  he  has  given  many  Samaritan,  the  Chaldaic,  the  UslC- 
decifivc  proofs  to  the  public  ;  lo  tulan,  the  Tunic,  Carthaginian,  or 
that  no  one  who  has  the  lead  ac-  Sicilian,  the  Pelafgian  Greek,  and 
uaintance  with  his  character  can  its  derivatives,  which  arc  written 
oubt  of  his  having  been  eminently  in  the  Eaftern  manner,  from  right 
qualified  for  the  prefent  undertak-  to  left,  and  the  Ionic  Greek,  writ- 
ing. The  work  before  us  is  di-  ten  from  left  to  right.  The  Ionic 
vidcJ  into  nine  chapters,  the  fub-  Greek  is  the  iburce  from  whence 
jeets  of  which  are,  Hieroglyphics ;  not  only  mod  of  the  alphabets  of 
the  Origin  of  Letters  ;  the  Anti-  Europe  are  derived,  but  alfo  many 
equity  cf  Writing;  General  Ac-  others  which  have  been  adopted  in 
count  of  Alphabets  •  the  Manner  different  parts  of  Alia  and  Africa, 
of  Writing  in  different  Ages  and  But  we  are  in  danger  of  tiefpaff* 
Countries ;  Characters  and  Signs  ;  ing  on  the  compendious  nature  of 
Numerals,  and  Numeral  Charac-  this  department' of  our  Annual  Re- 
fers ;  Writers,  Ornaments,  and  gifter ;  and,  therefore,  fliall  only 
Materials  for  Writing  ;  the  Origin  add,  that  on  the  fevcral  topics  di£ 
and  Prog  re  fs  of  Printing.  With  cuffed  in  the  prefent  work,  the 
regard  to  the  Origin  of  Letters,  reader  will  find  a  variety  of  ia- 
Mr.  Aftlc  dots  not  think,  as  fomc  ftruction  much  out  of  the  common 
learned  men  have  done,  that  al-  way,  and  which  could  not  ealily, 
phabetical  writing  was  firlt.  commu-  if  at  all,  be  met  with  in  any  lingle 
nicated  to  Mofcs,  or  that  it  wa<  of  author.  Mr.  Aide's  lnrroduclioa 
Divine  original.  Jn  this  opinion  contains  a  review  of  the  events  that 
we  entirely  a^ree  with  him.  as  contributed  to  the  decline  and  re- 
well  as  in  his  account  of  the  pro-  ftoration  of  feience. 
grefs  of  the  human  mind  toward  The  value  and  excellence  of 
the  formation  of  an  alphabet.  Mr.  Grofe'a  "  Antiquities  of  Eng- 
With  rcfpc£t  to  the  claims  of  dif-  land  and  Wales,"  have  been  too. 
ferent  nations  to  the  invention  of  long  known  to  the  public,  for  them 
letters,  our  author  conlklers  the  to  Hand  in  need  of  our  commenda- 
argumcnts  which  have  been  ad-  tion.  He  hath  now  obliged  the. 
vanced  in  favour  of  the  Egyptians,  world  with  a  new.  impreilion  of 
the  Phenicians,  the  Chaldeans,  the  them,  in  large  octavo,  on  fine  im-, 
Syrians,  the  Indians,  and  the  A-  perial  paper,  and  on  a  plan  which! 
nibiuns ;  and  pronounces  that,  up-  he  conceives  to  be  better  adapu-<£ 
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to  a  work  of  this  kind  than  the  for- 
mer edition.  Every  purchafer,  we 
believe,  will  concur  with  him  in 
this  opinion.  Befides  the  improve- 
ment of  the  plan,  large  and  im- 
portant additions  arc  made  to  the 
Preface,  which  is  farther  enriched 
by  new  plates,  and  rendered  much 
more  ulcful  by  a  complete  Index. 
The  body  of  the  work  is,  likewife, 
greatly  improved,  many  of  the 
plates  being  re-engraved,  the  de- 
scriptive parts  enlarged,  and  the 
whole  advanced  to  a  higher  degree 
of  beauty  and  perfection. 

Of  Mr.  Jones's  *'  Mufical  and 
Poetical  Relics  of  the  Welch  Bards, 
prcferved  by  Tradition,  and  authen- 
tic Manufcripts,  from  remote  An- 
tiquity,'* and  never  before  pub- 
lished, we  have  not  bcrn  yet  fo 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  a  perufal. 
We  can,  therefore,  onlv  announce 
them  to  our  readers,  as  obje&s  that 
are  likely  to  afford  gratification 
both  to  the  curious  antiquary,  and 
the  lovers  of  polite  learning.  This 
may  the  more  certainly  be  expect- 
ed, ao  we  undcrfland  that  the  edi- 
tor, in  order  to  throw  light  upon 
thefc  ancient  compolitions,  has 
given  an  hirtorical  account  of  the 
bards,  their  poetry,  their  mufic, 
and  their  mufical  inftruments.  An- 
other circumilance  much  to  the 
honour  of  Mr.  Jones  is,  that  he 
hath  taken  care  to  obviate  all  fuf- 
picions  relative  to  the  authenticity 
of  thefe  poems,  by  printing  the 
originals.  The  fame  juftice,  we 
hope,  will  foon  be  done  to  Oflian. 
A  number  of  Scotch  gentlemen  re- 
siding at  Bengal  have,  we  are  in- 
formed, fent  over  fix  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  purpofc  of  publifh- 
in<r  the  original  Erfc  of  the  old 
bard.  This  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
their  native  country,  at  fo  remote 
a  diftance  from  it,  while  it  is  very 
honourable  to  thcmfelves,  may  be 


1TERATURE. 

■ 

expected  to  bring  to  a  decifion  a 
queftion  concerning  which  critics 
have  been  greatly  divided,  and 
which  bath  never  been  cleared  up 
fo  fullv  to  fatisfaction,  as  not  to 
leave  fome  doubts  remaining  even 
in  the  mod  candid  mind. 

Mr.  Samuel  Pcgge,  jun.  conti- 
nues his  **  Curiaha,  or  an  Hillo- 
rical  Account  of  fome  Branches  of 
the  Royal  Houfehold."  The  Sc 
cond  Part  contains  the  EftabliuV 
mcnt  and  Hi  (lory  of  the  Band  of 
Gentlemen  Penfioners.  The  infti- 
tution  of  this  band  has  been  com- 
monly referred  to  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Seventh  ;  but  from  the  o«iginai 
fiatuies,  difcovered  by  Mr.  Pegge, 
it  appears  that  it  did  not  take  place 
till  the  early  part  of  his  fucceflbr's 
reign.  How  much  the  importance 
and  fplcndor  of  the  body  of  gen- 
tlemen penfioners  have  been  dimi- 
niflied,  is  evident  from  a  defcription 
which  lord  Hunfdon  gave  of  their 
confequence,  in  a  letter  to  king 
James  the  Firft,  and  from  the  tcfti- 
mony  of  lord  Clare,  who,  in  a 
fubfequcnt  period,  declared,  tfcat, 
when  he  was  in  the  band,  he  did 
not  know  a  worfe  man  in  it  than 
himfclf,  though  he  had  then  an  in- 
heritance of  four  thoufand  pounds 
a  year.  Such  difcuilion*  as  thofe 
of  Mr.  Peggc  gratify  an  innocent 
curiofity,  and  terve  to  throw  fome 
light  on  the  manners  of  the  times. 

The  "  Mifcellaneous  Remarks 
on  the  Enquiry  into  the  Evidence 
againft  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,"  are 
the  production  of  a  profound  and 
learned  antiquary.  The  letters 
fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by 
the  queen  to  Bothwcll,  are  exa- 
mined with  a  very  deep  knowledge 
of  the  old  French,  and  internal 
evidences  of  their  fpurioufnefs  are 
hence  deduced.  A  miftake  of  Mr, 
Tytler's,  who  confounds  James 
carl  of  Bothwell  with  hii  father 

Patrick, 
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Patrick  is  here  expofed  ;  and  it  range.    The  northern  kingdoms  of 

is  (hewn,  that  the  former  was  a  Europe  have  for  lbmc  tune  pall 

you ng  man  in  1560.    The  difqui-  been  afiiduoufly  explored,  and  Den- 

fition  before  us  will  appear  dry  and  mirk,  Sweden,  and  Kuffia,  in  par- 

uninterelting  to  the  generality  of  ticular,  have  employed  the  pen?  of 

readers.    It  is  to  be  wifhed,  th.it  various  travellers.    No  lei's  than 

the  author  of  the  prefcnt  trait  had  three  publications  of  this  kind  have 

rendered  it  more  popular  by  giv-  appealed  in  the  year  17-4.  The 

ing  a  luminary  view  of  the  contro-  fir  it  wc  fh.dl  mention  is  not,  indeed, 

verfy   relative   to  Mary's  corref-  wholly  appropriated  to  the  uorth 

pondence  with  Bothwcll.    Such  a  of  Europe,  as  will  be  evident  from 

view,  from  fo  accurate  an  enquirer,  the  title,  which  is  44  Obfervations 

might  have  been  ufctul  in  directing  on  the  prefcnt  State  of  Denmark* 

the  opinions  of  thole  who  have  not  Kullia,  and  Switzerland  j  in  a  Sc- 

leifure  to  enter  minutely  into  the  ries  of  Letters."    The  setters  are 

fubjccl.  forty-two  in   number,    and  were 

Mr.  Nichols  continues  to  carry  written  at  confidcrablc  intervals, 

on,  with  vigour,  the  <k  Bibliotheca  from  the  a:th  of  May,  1777,  to 

Topographiea   Brrannica,"    nine  the  iXth  of  October,  17^;.  They 

Numbers  of  which  have  been  pub-  arc  the  productions  of  a  gentleman 

lifhed  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  of  fenfc  and  obfervation,  who  dots 

Thefe  are,  Mr.  Dtincombc's  Hit*  not  aim  at  elaborate  compofition* 

tory  of  Reculver  and  Hcrne  ;  Ad-  His  accounts  of  Denmark  and  Ruf- 

aitions  to  the  Memoirs  of  tir  John  fia  feem  in  part  to  been  fuperccded 

Hawkwood ;   The  Hiitory  of  the  by  the   narrations  of  travellers, 

Spalding   Society  ;    Mr.  Pegge's  whole  vifits  to  thefe  countries  have 

HilHry  of  EceleftiaUCaftle ;   Mr.  been    more    recent.     The  eight 

Elfcx's  Obfervations  on  Croylaad-  Letters,  in  a  Corrcipondcnce  from 

Abbey;    Sir  John  Cullum's  Hif-  a  young  Student  at  Copenhagen, 

tory  of  Hawfted  ;  Mr.  Peggc  on  to  his  friend  at  St.  Thomas's,  con* 

the  Roman  Roads,  and  on  the  Cori-  taming   various  Remarks  on  the 

tani ;  the  fams  Gentleman  on  the  Genius  and  Spirit  of  the  Danifll 

Textus  Reftcnfis,  the  Elllobs,  and  Nation,    have  a  vivacity  and  a 

Mr.  Johnfon,  Vicar  of  Cranbioo^c  j  mixture  of  adventure,  which  give 

and  a  Continuation  of  the  Collcc-  them  fomething  of  the  novel  form, 

tions  towards  the  Hi  (lory  of  Bed-  In  the  Account  of  Switzerland,  the 

fordfhire.    It  is  evident  from  the  Defcription  of  Sauenland,  in  the 

fubjetts  treated  of,  and  from  the  Canton  of  Berne,  and  of  the  Shep. 

characters  of  the  communicators,  herd-Life  of  the  Inhabitants,  is 

that  thefe  different  publications  will,  particularly  curious.    The  author 

upon  the  whole,  afford  much  cn-  clofc3  the  work  with  a  ludicrous 

tertainment  to  the  curious  anti-  relation  of  the  entertainment  given 

quary.  at  Stutgard,  in  1782,  to  the  grand-* 

duke  and  duchefs  of  Ruffia.  It 

Boolo  Of  Travels,  which  for-  contains  a  ftrong  picture  of  the 

inerly  were  much  confined  to  France  abfurdity,  fatigue,  an;?  difappoint- 

und  Italy,  and  the  countries  clofely  ment,  refulting  from  the  difplay 

adjoining:,  have- lately  taken  a  dir-  of  falfe  magnificence.  Some  enter- 

frrcnt  turn,  and  occupied  a,  wider  taining   cirguraflancej  rcfpecYmg 

Rou<V 
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Roufleau,  Lavater,  and  other  wri- 
ters, are  interfperl'ed  in  the  prefent 
publication. 

The  **  Anecdotes  of  the  Ruffian 
Empire,  in  a  Series  of  Letters, 
written  a  few  years  ago,  from  St. 
Pete^lbu^|h,,,  are  the  production 
of  Mr.  Richardfon,  now  Profeflbr 
of  Humanity,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Glafgow,  and  well  known  in  the 
literary  world,    by  his  elegant 
poems,  and  efpecially  by  his  admi» 
rable  Effays  on  the  Characters  of 
Shakfpeare.  He  doth  not  mean  to 
give  a  complete  Account  of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  but  to  relate  prin- 
cipally ft*ch  circumftances  as  (truck 
him  in  the  manners  of  the  natives. 
The  work  is  partly  of  a  miicella- 
neous  nature ;  for,  befides  Anec- 
dotes concerning  RuiTia,  it  contains 
Imitations  of  Several  Fables  from 
the  German  of  Leffing  and  Gel- 
lert ;  fomc  Copies  of  Verfcs,  both 
Originals  ana   Tranflations,  and 
Hiftorical  Narratives.    The  Rela- 
tion of  the  Abdication  of  Victor 
Amadeus,  king  of  Sardinia,  in  the 
Year  173c,  and  of  bis  Attempt  to 
remount  the  Throne  which  he  had 
quitted,  furnilhes  one  of  the  mod 
curious  and  entertaining  parts  of 
the  volume  before  us.  Several 
other  letters  are  upon  fubjecls  not 
a  little  intcrefting  and  inftruclive, 
and  all  of  them  are  well  written. 
The  poetical  communications  will 
pleafe  every  reader  of  tafte  ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  prefent  perform- 
ance cannot  fail  of  being  perufed 
with  much  fatisfaclion. 

But  the  grand  work  of  the  year 
concerning  the  northern  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  is  Mr.  Coxe's  44  Tra- 
vels into  Poland,  Ruflia,  Sweden, 
and  Denmark  ;  intcrfperfed  with 
Hiftorical  Relations  and  Political 
Inquiries,"  and  illuftrared  with 
Charts  and  Engravings.  How  well 
Mr.  Coxe  was  likely  to  be  qualified 


for  an  undertaking  of  this  kind 
would  in  part  be  collected  fr»m  his 
former  publications ;  and  his  rea- 
ders will  have  the  pleafure  of  find- 
ing that,  in  writing  the  perform- 
ance before  us,  he  came  prepared 
with  every   advantage.     He  has 
gone  farther  into  the  interior  parts 
of  Poland   and  Ruffia  than  any 
other  Englifh  traveller  ;  and  hence 
his  defcription  of  the  real  ft  ate  or 
thefe  countries  is  as  new  as  it  is 
exact  and  authentic.     It  is  no% 
however,  by  his  travels  alone  that 
he  fitted  himfclf  for  the  prefent  de- 
fign,  but  by  a  diligent  courle  of 
reading,  and  the  clofeft  enquiries 
among  thofe  who  were  be  ft  aole  to 
furujfh  him  with   proper  intelli- 
gence.   In  regard  to  Poland,  he 
was   honoured   with  information 
from  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank 
and  authority  ;  and  fortunately  ob- 
tained poffeffion  of  fome  original 
letters  written  from  Warfaw,  be- 
fore and  during  the  partition,  which 
have  enabled  him  to  throw  a  confi- 
derable  light  over  that  intercfting 
period.    With  refpeel  to  RutTia,  as 
the  emprefs  herfelf  deigned  to  an- 
fwer  fomc  queries  relative  to  ihz 
ftate  of  the  public  prifons,  this 
gracious  condefcenfton  in  fo  great 
a  fovereign  facilitated  Mr.  Coxe'* 
farther  inquiries.    To  this  it  muit 
be  added,  that  the  late  celebrated 
hiftorian,    Mr.  Muller,  favoured 
him  with  various  communication, 
on  fome  of  the  moft  important  and 
intricate  parts  of  the  Ruffian  an- 
nals, and  pointed  out  to  him  the 
moft  approved  writers  on  this  em- 
pire.   The  nature  of  the  Swedith 
government  rendered  the  fources  or 
information  eafy  of  accefs  ;  and, 
fince  our  author's  return  to  Eng- 
land, fevcral  Swcdiih  gentlemen, 
well  verfed  in  the  contlitution  ot 
their  country,  have  fupplied  hup 
with  much  addhional  intelligence  : 

ngt 
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Not  having  pofleflcd  the  fame  ad-  tion.    The  author  profeffs  great 

vantages  with  regard  to  Denmark,  things  in  the  title-page  or  his  bock, 

he  has  confined  himfclf  to  tiiofe  The  work  is  laid  to  contain  an  Ac- 

circumftanccs  which  he  was  able  to  count  ot*  the  prefent  Situation  of 

afecrtain,  it  having  been  his  in-  North  America  ;  the  Population,  A  - 

variable  refolution  never  to  adopt  griculture,Commerce,Cufroiris,  and 

uncertain  accounts,  but  to  adhere  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants ;  A- 

folcly  to  thofe  facets  which  appear-  necdotes  of  feveral  Membets  of  the 

cd  to  be  derived  from  the  molt  un-  Congrefs,  and  General  Officers  in 

questionable  authorities.     In  the  the  American  Army  ;  many  other 

hiliorical  relations  he  has  had  rc-  very  lingular  and  interelling  Occur- 

courfe  to  many  En^lifh  and  foreign  rences  ;  a  Defcription  of  the  In- 

authors,   and  particularly  feveral  dian  Nations ;  the  general  Face  of 

German  writers  of   unimpeached  the  Country,  Mountains,  Fore  its, 

veracity,  who  were  rcfidcnt  for  a  Rivers,   and  the  molt  beautihil, 

confiderable  time  in  fome  of  the  grand,    and    p'u^urefque  Views 

northern    kingdoms.      \\  ith    all  throughout  that  valt  Continent ; 

thefe  aids,  and  from  all  thefe  fourccs,  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  lmprove- 

Mr.  Coxe  has  produced  a  book  ments  in  liulbandry,  that  maybe 

which  is  much  more  than  a  mere  adopted  with  great  Advantage  in 

book  of  travels.   It  is  a  book  which  Europe.    How  far  captain  Smyth 

contains,  in  a  great  mcafurc,  the  has  fntisfaclorily  accomplifhed  all 

Hiftory,  the  Conf'itution,  the  Lc-  thefe  mighty  pronnfes,  we  are  not 

giflation,  the  l'olicy,  and  the  Li-  able  to  determine.     Eycjv  thing 

terature  of  the  countries  through  reds  upon  his  own  authority.  T:  c 

which  he  pafled  ;   as  well  as  the  value  of  the  book,  and  the  credit 

prefent  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  we  arc  diipofed  to  atFord  it,  arc 

inhabitants.    It  is  enriched,  like-  fomewhat  ic  (lined  by  the  author's 

wife,   with  biographical  accounts  conceited  mode  of  writing,  by  the 

of  feveral  illuOrious  perfons.    In  importance  he  gives  to  him  clr,  by 

fhort,  the  work  before  us  is  a  ftand-  the  romantic  air  of  feveral  of  his 

ard  work  in  point  of  authority,  adventures,  and  by  the  itrong  po- 

and  is  replete  with  information  up-  litical  prejudices  of  which  he  ap- 

pn  fubjccls  hitherto  very  remote  pears  to  be  poflTcfTed.  iNevcrthe- 

from  the  knowledge  of  the  gene-  lefs,  we  are  ready  to  believe,  that 

rality  of  Englifli  r<  aders.  this  1  our  exhibits  a  variety  of  real 

Of*  captain  Smyth's  "  Tour  in  information  with   refpect  to  the 

the  United  States  or  America,"  we  country   and  inhabitants  of  the 

fcarccly  know  what  chancer  to  North  American  States, 

give.     With  refjpccl  to  fly le  and  The  44  Journal  kept  on  a  Jour- 

compofition,  it  is  cafy  to  fay  that  ncy  from  Baffot  a  to  Bagdad,  over 

it  has  no  extraordinary  merit ;  the  the  Little  Defert,  toAh  ppo,  Cv- 

language  being  carelefs,  incorrect,  prus,  Rhodes,  Z  -nte,  Cortu,  and 

and  fomctimes  ungrammatical.    It  Qtranto,  in  Italy,"  furnilhcs  in- 

muft  be  acknowledged,  at  the  fame  ttru«5tion  on  a  fubject  which  ha* 

time,  that  our  traveller  writes  with  lately  acquired  a  confiderable  im- 

vivacity.   It  is  with  re fpeft  to  more  portanee.    The  p-.iflage  over  land, 

important  objects  that  we  find  it  to  and  from  the  Ealt  Indies,  is 

difficult   to   pronounce  a  decided  now,  from  political  and  comrner- 

tudgrnent  on  the  prefent  publica-  cial  view3,  become  more  Sequent 

17^4.  K  thau 


[2$]    DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 


than  ever,  and  will  be  facilitated  formance.     The  difcovcries  that 
by  publications  of  this  kmdt    1  he  have  been  made  in  the  feas  and  rc- 
Journal  commences  on  the  icth  of  gions  of  the  globe  hitherto  unvi- 
March,  1779*  whers  the  author,  fited,  will  be  inftructive,  entertain- 
in  company  with  four  other  Eng-  ing,  and  intcrefting  to  every  inqui- 
lifti  gentlemen,  departed  from  Baf--  iitive  mind*    By  captain  Cook's 
fbra.    The  chief  incidents  of  the  fecond  navigation  round  the  world, 
Journey  arife  from  the  extortions  and  by  this  laft  voyage,  two  points 
practilrd  by  governors,  and  othe*  of   prodigious   importance  have 
civil  officers,  and  the  treachery  of  been  afcertaine<f;  the  one  is,  that 
linguifts  and  interpreters.    Some  there  is  no  fouthern  continent,  or, 
account,  likewife,  is  given  of  the  at  lealt,-  no  continent  which  can 
barbarous  countries  through  which  be  vifited  for  any  purpofes  of  uti- 
the  travellers  pafledy.  and  of  the  lity.    The  other  is,  that  a  north- 
manners  of  the  inhabitants.    A  re-  em  paflage  to  Europe,  through 
markable  anecdote  is  related,  con-  the  it  raits  which  divide  America 
cerning  the  danger  to  which  the  from  Afia  is  abfolutely  impraclica- 
celebrated  Aaron  Hill,    and  two  ble.    It  is  of  great  moment  to 
other  gentlemen  were  expofed,  in  know,  in  certain  cafes,  the  ne  plus 
vifiting  a  catacomb,  when  in  E-  ultra  of  fcience  and  difcovery.  On 
gypt.  the  additions  that  are  now  made 
The  year  1784  rkwh  produced  to  our  knowledge  of  nations  and 
the  laft  Voyage  of  the  great  Cap-  of  mankind  in  the  Southern  and* 
tain   Cook.    It  was  a  Voyage  Pacific  Oceans  we  cannot  enlarge, 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  undertaken  In  the  three  volumes  before  us,  an 
by  the  Command  of  his  Majefty,  immenfe  variety  of  objects  is  prefent- 
for  making   Difcovcries   in   the  ed  to  the  reader.    The  figure  made 
Northern  Hemifphere,   to  deter-  By  captain  Cook  in  this  work  is 
mine  the  Poiition  and  Extent  of  highly  intcrefting;  and  the  circum- 
the  Weft-fide  of  North  America,  fiance  of  his  unfortunate  death,  as 
its  Diftance  from,  Afia,  and  the  related  by  captain  King,  will  be 
Pra<fricability  of  a  Northern  Paf-  perufed  with  much  concern.  An- 
lage  to  Europe.    The  two  firft  other  fubje&  of  regret  arifes  from 
yol  umes  were  written  by  captain  rhedeceafeof  Mr.  Anderfbn,  whofe 
Cook,  and  the  third  by  captain  defcriptions  of  the  natural  hiftory 
King.    Concerning   the  import-  of  the  countries  difcovered,  and  of 
ance  of  this  woik  too  much  cannot  the  manners  or"  the  inhabitants, 
weHl  he  faid.    Of  this  a  fufficient  are  peculiarly  excellent.    It  is  a 
fenfibility  has  been  ihewn,  in  the  (rill  farther  caufe  of  lamentation, 
rapid  fale  it  has  met  with,  in  the  that  captain  King,,  by  whom  the 
krge  extracts  that  have  been  in-  third  volume  of  the  voyage  hath 
fertcd  from  it  in  every  periodical  been  fo  well  written,,  has  lately  de* 
publication,  and  even  in  the  dif-  parted  this  life  in  Italy.  We  mould 
honourable  abridgments  to  which  be  unpardonable,  if  we  did  not  take 
it  has  been  expofed.    The  nautical  particular  notice  of  the  Introduction 
purr,  though  lefs  pleating  to  the  to  the  prefent  work.    It  contains  s 
bulk  of  readers,  is  undoubtedly  of  view  of  the  feveral  voyages  of  dif' 
the  firft  confequence  with  regard  eovery  that  have  been  made  dur- 
fo  navigation,  and  confiitutes  a  ca-  ing  his  majerty's  reign,  and  an  elfi- 
piul  excellence  in  the  prefent  par-  mate  of  the  knowledge  which  has 
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been  acquired  by  them,  and  the 
benefits  they  have  produced.  The 
Introduction  is,  indeed*  an  elegant, 
maflerly,  and  philofophical  per- 
formance, which  reflects  no  fmall 
honour  upon  the  writer,  who  is 
generally,  and  we  believe  juuly, 
luppofea  to  be  the  reverend  and 
learned  Dr.  John  Douglas,  canon 
refidentiary  of  St.  Paul  s. 

Of  the  Political  Productions  of 
the  year  1784,  which  have  been 
prodigioufly  numerous  and  multi- 
farious, it  would  be  as  undefirable 
»9  it  would  be  difficult  to  give  a 
diflinct  account.  In  fact,  though 
they  are  frequently  written  by 
perfons  of  eminent  abilities,  they 
can  Scarcely  be  confidered  as  com- 
ing under  the  head  of  literature, 
properly  fo  called.  The  truth  is, 
that  they  are  hurtful  to  the  gene- 
ral caufe  of  knowledge  and  learn- 
ing, by  diverting  too  much  the  at- 
tention of  men  from  fcientific  and 
literary  works,  an  effect  which  has 
not  a  little  been  experienced  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year.  We  fball, 
therefore,  as  in  our  Jaft  Annual 
Regilter,  content  ourfelves  with 
pointing  out  the  fubjects  which 
have  chiefly  employed  the  pens  of 
our  political  authors. 

One  grand  object  of  difcuflion 
was  Mr.  Fox's  Eall  India  bill.  This 
was  not  only  warmly  debated  in 
the  houfes  of  parliament,  but  vi- 
gor oully  attacked  and  defended  in 
a  variety  of  publications.  Among 
thefe,  the  1  pee c he 9  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke, 
and  feparately  printed,  contained 
the  flrength  of  the  argument  on 
that  fide  of  the  queftion.  On  the 
other  fide  appeared  the  earl  of 
Stair,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Major 
Scott.  The  laft  eentleman,  who 
is  the  avowed  advocate  for  Mr. 
KaiUngs,  and  was  a  itrcnuous  op* 


pofcr  of  Mr.  Fox's  Eaft  Indian 
meafure?,  hath  written  feveral 
pamphlets  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year.  One  of  the  moll  important 
of  his  tracts  was,  his  44  Conduct  of 
his  Majefty's  late  Minifters  confi- 
dered, as  it  affected  the  Eall  India 
Company  and  Mr.  Haftin^s."  Mr. 
Dalrymple's  44  RetrofpeChve  View 
of  the  Ancient  Syftcm  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,"  was  the  produc- 
tion of  a  gentleman  who,  from  his 
abilities  and  knowledge,  was  well 
qualified  to  treat  uDon  the  fubject. 
His  plau  of  regulation  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  lord  North's 
bill  in  177),  to  which  our  author 
gives  the  appellation  of  tht  Anar- 
chy Bill. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Fov  and 
his  party  from  power  was  another 
great  object  of  contention,  and  oc- 
cafioned  the  qucition  concerning 
the  fecret  influence  of  the  crown 
to  be  warmly  agitated.  Th.:t  this 
influence  had  been  improperly  ex- 
erted, was  flrendoully  maintained 
by  the  writer  of  44  Popular  Topics, 
or  the  Grand  Queflion  difcuiled 
by  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  44  Rcprefcn- 
trrtion  to  bh  Majcfty,"  moved  in 
the  hou.e  of  commons ;  and  by 
Alfred's  44  Three  Letters  to  the 
People  of  Great  Britain,  and  par- 
ticularly to  thofe  who  ligned  the 
Addrcflcs  on  the  late  Changes  of 
Administration,  and  the  Oiflb  ution 
of  Parliament;"  fuppofed  tc  be 
the  production  of  the  fame  gentle- 
man. That  the  king  had  wifely 
interfered,  and  ihat  the  newminii* 
try  was  formed  on  conftitutional 
principles,  was  aflerted  on  the  other 
hand,  in  the  pamphlets,  entitled, 
'*  A  Letter  to  a  Country  Gentle- 
man ;"  •*  A  Second  Letter  to  a 
Country  Gedtleman  ;"  and  44  A 
Candid  Inveftigation  of  the  prefent 
prevailing  Topic."  An  elaborate 
vindication  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
jR  1  at 
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as  it  had  lately  been  exercifed,  was  during  the  late  Sale  of  Teas  at  the 
firft  privately  difperfed,  and  after-  India  Houfe." 
wards  published  under  the  title  of  The  Weftminlter  election  was  an  - 
**  Poliric.il  Letters."  They  were  other  fruitful  fource  of  altercation, 
afcribed,  and  wc  believe  upon  good  A  number  of  pieces  could  nor,  in- 
rounds,  to  Sir  William  Merc-  d^ed,  f;>il  to  be  produced  upon  an 
ith.  arf«1>r  m  which  the  political  paf- 

Mr.  Pitt's  Enll  India  Bill  wan  Hons  were  deeply  interested.  We 
chiefly  difcufledin  parliament.  Mr.  lhali,  however,  take  notice  of  thofe 
Francis  printed  the  fpeech  he  had  only  that  related  to  rhe  conduct  of 
delivered  in  the  houfe  of  commons  the  duchefs  of  Devonfliire.  The 
upon  this  occafion,  and  feveral  col-  zcalou*  part  which  this  great  lady 
lections  appeared  of  the  debates  in  took  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fox,  expofed 
general  which  had  taken  place  in  her  to  many  ftricturcs  in  the  Newf- 
that  houfe  upon  the  fubjccl.  The  papers  :  befides  which  (lie  was  call- 
bill  was  the  object  of  enquiry,  and  cd  to  an  account  in  a  diltinct  pub- 
held  out  to  praife  or  cenfure,  in  lieation.  It  was  addrefled  to  her 
other  publications.  in  the  form  of  *  Letter,  and  was 

The  commutation-act  was  too  the  production-  of  a  fenfiblc  cor- 
important  a  mea  uie  to  pals  unno-  refpomlent,  who  had  offered  fome 
ticed.  44  Remarks'*  on  that  net  wholfomc  admonitions  to  her  grace 
were  written  by  a  gentleman  who  feveral  years  before.  On  the  pre- 
was  capable  of  difphying  with  fent  occafion,  the  duchefs  was  not 
great  ability  its  apprehended  de-  left  without  a  defender.  An  an- 
iens. When,  in  confequence  of  fuer  to  the  letter  foon  appeared,  in 
this  bill,  teas  came  to  be  fold  at  which  it  was  ftrongly  maintained, 
reduce.!  prices,  difputes  arofe  be-  that  the  m>ble  fedy  deferved  no 
tween  the  tea-dealers  and  the  di-  kind  of  cenfure  for  the  part  (he 
rectors  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  condefccndcd  to  aflume  during  the 
One  effect  of  thefe  difputes  was  Welrrninircr  election ;  but  that,  on 
the  raifing  of  Mr.  Twining  from  the  contrary,  it  was  an  act  particu- 
the  character  of  a  tradefman  to  that  larly  virtuous  in  her  grace  to  eserr 
of  an  author,  in  which  laft  cha-  herfeU  in  the  fervice  of  lb  good  a 
raster  he  appeared  to  very  confi-  caufc. 

derable  advantage.     Three  trafb       The  quefiiorr  concerning  the  A- 
ivere  written  by  him,  the  lirft  of .  meriean  commerce  ha?  been  far- 
which  wus  entitled,  41  Obfervations    thcr    difcufled    in   various  pam- 
on  the  Tea  and  Window- Act,  and    phlets.    Lord  Sheffield's  44  Obfcr- 
«>n  the  Tea  Trade;"  the  fecond,    vations  on  the  Commerce  of  the 
<«  Remarks  on  the  Rcpor  of  the    American  States,"  and  the  44  Con- 
Eaft  India  Directors,  refpecting  the    iterations  on  the  prcfent  Situation 
Sale  and  Prices  of  Tea;"  and  the    of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
third,  44  An  Anfwer  to  the  fecond    States  of  North  America,  with  a 
Report  of  the  Ealt  India  Directors,    View  to  their  future  commercial 
refpecting  the  Sale  and  Prices  of  Connections,"  were  mentioned  by 
Tea."    VVc  fuppofe,  likewife,  that   us  laft  year.    It  muft  not  be  for- 
Mr.  Twining  had  no  fmall  (hare   gotten,  that  lord  Sheffield's  Ob- 
jn  drawing  up  the  44  Narrative  of  lervations  have  been  greatly  im. 
ih»  Conduct  of  the  Tea- Dealers,  proved,   and  much  enlarged,  in 
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firbfcquent  impreflions.  The  chief 
performances  of.  ^"84,  on  the  fame 
fubjects,were  Edwards's  "Thoughts 
on  the  late  Proceedings  of  Govern- 
ment, refperting  the  Trade  of  the 
Welt  Jndia  I  Hands  with  the  United 
States  of  North  America;"  44  A 
Letter  from  an  American,  now  re- 
fident  in  London,  to  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  on  the  Subject  of  the 
retraining ..Proclamation,  and  con- 
taining Strictures  on  iord  Shef- 
field's Pamphlet  on  -the  Commerce 
of  the  American  States  ;*'  44  A 
Free  and  Candid  Review  of  a 
Tract  entitled,  Obfervations  on  the 
Commerce  of  the  American  States  ;M 
Stevenfon's  44  Addrcfs  to  Brian 
Edwards,  Efq."  and  44  Remarks 
on  Lord  Sheffield's  Obfervations  on 
the  Commerce-  of  the  American 
Statts,  by  an  American."  Without 
prcfuming  to  decide  on  the  merits 
of  thefe  fevcral  productions,  we 
fliall  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of 
what  has  occurred  to  us  in  the 
courfc  of  our  convcrlation  in  the 
world  ;  which  is,  that  lord  Shef- 
field's fentiments  and  rcafoninrs 
(crem  to  have  gradually  been  gain- 
ing upon  the  good  opinion  a?.d  ap- 
probation of  many  gcntleir.cni  who 
formerly  entertained  different  t'ic  ws 
of  things.  Wc  flioald  have  been 
very  blameable  if  we  had  forgot- 
ten  to  mention  Mr.  Chalmers's 
•*  Opinions  on  interfiling  Subjects 
of  public  Law  and  commc-rual 
Policy,  arifing.from  American  In- 
dependence." The  abilities  of  thi3 
writer,  and  the  Arength  of  his  ar- 
guments on  fevcral  of  the  topics 
he  has  treated  upon,  mull  be  ac- 
knowledged even  by  thofe  who  arc 
the  leal}  difpofed  to  agree  with  him 
in  all  his  politions. 

There  have  been  many  political 
publications,  during  the  courfc  of 
the  year,  which  do  not  fall  under 
the  heads  we  have  fpecificd.  Of 


thefe  we  apprehend  the  molt  dif- 
tin^uiflied  to  be,  44  Dr.  I 'rice's  PolU 
fcript  to  his  Pamphlet  on  the  Staue 
ot  the  public  Debts  and  Finances, 
at  figning  the  preliminary  Article* 
of  Peace,  in  January,  178*  j"  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin's 44  TwoTrarts," 
containing  Information  to  thofe 
who  would  remove  to  America,  and 
Remarks  concerning  the  Savages 
of  North  America  ;  Mr.  Silas 
Dcane's  44  Addr,  fs  to  the  United 
States  of  North  America  :"  44  The 
Com  Di  Hllery  ftared  to  the  Con* 
fideiation  of  the  Landed  Intereft  of 
England  ;"  fir  George  Oncfipho- 
rus  Paul's  44  Confederations  on  the 
Defeats  of  Prifons,  and  their  pre- 
fent  Sytiem  of  Regulation  j"  Mr. 
Wedgwood's  44  Addrcfs  to  the 
Workmen  in  the  Pottery  ;"  and 
Mr.  David  Hartley's  44  Addrefs  to 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 
Ktngitou  upon  Hull." 

It  we  have  been  guilty  of  any 
rniifa'.es,  or  of  any  improper  omii- 
lion%  in  this  department  of  domci- 
tic  literature,  we  hope  to  obtain 
forgivenefs,  as  we  have,  fpokert 
chicflv  from  the  information  of 
others ;  it  having  been  in  our  power 
only  to  read  tho  publications  that 
were  the  mott  dilUnguiflied,  either 
by  the  importance  of  their  matter, 
or  by  the  elegance  and  fpirit  of 
their  compofition.  We  have  not 
neglected  to  perufe  the  44  Criticifms 
on  the  Rolhad."  Under  the  pre- 
tence that  an  ancient  Epic  poem 
has  been  discovered  with  that  title, 
and  that  it  gi-ves  a  prophetic  view 
of  Mr.  RoUe  and  his  friends,  the 
author  introduces  fatincal  charac- 
ters of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  of  the  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  who  fupport 
his  adminitrration.  The  jullice  of 
them  may  be  difputed,  but  not 
the  wit  and  humour  with  which 
they  are  drawn.  Whilft  we  allow 
considerable  merit  to  this  writer,  and 
R  3  arc 
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are  particularly  fenfible  how  much 
he  is  a  maurr  of  clamcal  alluhon, 
we  cannot  afiord  him  invifcriminatc. 
piahe,  or  afiert  that  he  excels  in 
every  part  of  his  performance. 

The  productions  of  the  year 
1784  in  critical,  clalfictl,  and  po- 
lite Learning,  though  not  equal  in 
point  of  value  and  importance  to 
thofe  of  fome  former  years,  have 
been  fufficiently  numerous,  and 
feveral  of  them  are  entitled  ^ho- 
nourable notice.  1  he  publications 
of  Mr.  Blaney,  Dr.  Owen,  and 
Mr.  Lemon,  have  been  meniioned 
under  other  heads.  Betides  Blay- 
ncy's  **  Jeremiah,"  we  do  not  re- 
collect any  thin^  which  has  ap- 
peared in  Oriental  literature,  ex- 
cepting Uri's  44  Pbarus  Art'uGram- 
matte*  Hebrgtte"  It  is  intended  to 
guide  thofe  to  a  more  grammatical 
acquaintance  with  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  who  have  already  fome 
knowledge  of  the  language  ;  be- 
tides which  it  contains  an  explica- 
tion of  the  Divine  Names,  and  a 
veriipn  of  the  Songs  that  are  lound 
in  the  xxx  iiith  chapter  of  llaiah, 
and  the  vth  chapter  of  Judges. 
The  author  is  in  the  number  of 
thofe  who  defend  the  antiquity  of 
voivtl-points  ;  and  he  apprehends 
that  mod  of  the  difficulties  which 
perplex  the  lac  red  writings  may  be 
more  effectually  removed  by  an 
improvement  of  the  common  gram- 
mars, than  by  alterations  of  the 
received  text.  We  may  hence  col- 
U£t  that  Mr.  Uri  is  no  very  ardent 
admirer  of  Dr.  Kennicott's  Collec* 
tion. 

Mr.  Duncombe  has  this  year  fa- 
voured the  literaiy  world  with  a 
very  valuable  performance.  It  is 
a  tranflation,  from  the  Greek,  of 
"  Select  Works  of  the  Emperor  Ju- 
lfun,  and  fome  Pieces  of  the  So- 
phirt  Libanius."   The  novelty  pf 


this  publication  Will  much  recom- 
menu  it,  as  fctrceiy  any  of  Julian's 
writings  have  hitherto  appeared  in 
an  Englifh  drefs.   A  farther  re- 
commendation of  them  will  arife 
from  the  merit  of  the  writings 
themfelves,  mod  of  them  being  in- 
genious, and  highly  worthy  of  pe- 
rufal.    The  *4  Csefars,"  in  parti- 
cular, is  an  admirable  fatire,  which 
has  not  many  things  fuperior  to  it 
among  the  remains  of  antiquity. 
What  Julian  hath  written  against 
the  Chriitian  religion  constitutes 
no  part  of  the  prelent  undertak- 
ing.   The  pieces  here  coileded  to* 
gethcr  are,  A  Letter  from  Gall  us 
to  Julian  ;  Julian's  Epiiile  to  the 
Philofopher  ThemitHus ;  a  Confo- 
latory  Oration  on  the  Departure  of 
Saliuft ;   Epillle  to  the  Emperor 
Conftantius  ;  Epiiile  to  the  Senate 
and  People  of  Athens  ;  an  Allcgo* 
rical  Fable  ;  the  Duties  of  a  Pried ; 
the  Csefars ;  the  Mifopogon ;  Six-* 
teen  Epiftles  of  Libanius  to  Julian ; 
and  Seventy  feven  Letters  of  Ju* 
lian  to  different  Pcrfons,  bclidcs 
Fragments  of  Epiiiles.    To  thefe 
Mr.  DunQombe   has    added,  the 
Life  of  Libaniu  s,  t  ran  Hated  from 
the  Latin  of  John  Albert  Fabri. 
cius  ;  Libanus's  Monody  on  Nico-  ' 
media,   dellroyed  by  an  Earth- 
quake ;  the  fame  Phiioiopher's  Mo- 
nody on  the  Daphnxan  1  emplc  of 
Apollo,  deflroyed  by  fire,  or,  as 
it  is  faid,  by  Lightning  ;  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Emperor  Jovian,  from 
the  French  of  the  Abbe  dc  la  Ble, 
teric  ;    and  an  Abflract  of  that 
Abbe's  Eflay  on  the  Rank  and 
Power  of  the  Roman  Jynperors  in 
the  Senate.  What  greatly  increafes. 
the  value  of  the  work  before  us, 
is  its  being  punched  with  a  large 
number  pf  notes,  which  clearly 
explain,  and  fuity  illustrate  tbe 
objects  referred  to  m  the  original, 
Thcfc  notes  are  faceted  from  Petau, 
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Spanheim,.  Gibbon,  Bteteric,  and 
others.  7  he  Abbe  Bleterie  it  by 
**ar  the  principal  contributor.  We 
are  rather  furprifed  that  a  gentle- 
man of  Mr.  Duncombe's  liberality 
<)f  mind  ftiotrkl  not  have  cxpreflcd 
bis  difapprobation  cf  the  bigotry 
and  narrownefe  of  fontiment  that 
are  fometimcs  apparent  m  Bietc- 
rie's  Annotations.  But,  while  in 
this  refpact  we  think  that  our 
tranflator  might  ihave  rmprovcd  tljc 
■work,  we  fincereiyteftify  our  gra- 
titude to  him  for  the  mitrudtion 
and  entertainment  which  we  have 
derived  from  his  learned  labours. 

Mr.  Huntingfowi's  «  Monoftro- 
iphlca"  were  mentioned  %  us,  in 
•due  terms  of  commendation,  in 
rthe  laft  year. — A  variety  of  obfer- 
vations  having  been  made  upon 
them  by  a  very  acute  and  profound 
-critic  in  the  Monthly  Review,  our 
author  has  thought  proper  to  pub- 
lilh  an  u  Apology"  for  thcra,  in 
which  he  endeavours  to  vindicate 
liimfelf  from  the  objections  that 
were  urged  ogainft  the -quantity 
.and  metre  of  his  verfeju  *1  he  con- 
*roverfy  turns  tuoon  nice  and  diffi- 
cult qucftions  ;  and,  though  curi- 
ous and  eminently  learned,  wiU 
not  be  generally  interefting.  Mr. 
iHuntingford  hath  added  a  fecond 
**  Collection  of  Monoftwphics," 
which  ase  forty-four  in  number, 
and  whiciv,  whatever  difputes  may 
be  raifed  concerning  the  propriety 
or  meafure  of  particular  words,  af- 
ford an  ample  demonltration  of  his 
extraordinary  proficiency  in  Gre- 
cian literature. 

Mr.  Sealers  «  Analyfis  of  the 
Greek  Metres"  is  deiigned  as  a 
"Supplement  to  the  Elementary 
Rules  «of  Greek  Profody.  W  ith 
this  View  he  has  given  a  perfpi- 
cuous  and  accurate  account  of  the 
various  metres  employed  by  the 
<irecj*n  poets,  especially  die  Dra- 


matic  and  Lyric.  For  hi3  mate- 
rials he  is  principally  indebted  to 
the  profody  of  Morell,  and  to 
Heath's  Preface  to  his  Notes,  ou 
the  Greek  Taagedians.  Mr.  Scale's 
performance  is  divided  into  two 
chapters.  In  the  firft  he  confidera 
metre  as  an  arrangement  of  fyllai 
bles  and  feet  according  to  certain 
rules.  In  this  fenft  he  divides  it 
into  nine  fpecies.  The  fecond 
chapter  defcribes  the  various  com* 
pu  fit  ions  and  modifications  of  thele 
.metres,  and  the  names  by  which 
iuch  as  deviate  from  common  rules 
are  to  be  diftinguiQied.  Works  of 
this  kind,  when  executed  with  ac- 
knowledged ability,  as  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  cannot  fail  of  being  ac- 
ceptable and  ufcful. 

From  the  Clarendon  prefs  at  Ox* 
ford  hath  lately  proceeded  a  com- 
plete edition  ol  «*  Cicero's  Works, 
with  Indexes  and  various  Read- 
ing "  in  ten  volumes,  quarto. 
Olivet  is  the  flandard  of  the  text, 
to  which  fome  critics  have  object- 
ed. Many  things,  however,  are 
omitted  that  are  to  be  met  with  in 
Olivet's  edition,  and  the  want  of 
feveral  of  which  will  be  regretted 
by  the  craffical  reader.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  here  have,  what 
sure  not  to  be  found  in  Olivet,  the 
Collation  of  the  Oxford  and  York 
Manufcripts.;  Dvjultrri  Jaeahi  Li- 
kellus  dt  Doffriia  Pbilofop>orvm% 
publiflied  at  Paris  in  1554;  and 
Ernetlus's  fodex ;  which,  being 
upon  a  new,  exact,  and  very  com- 
prehenfive  plan,  is  uncommonly 
valuable.  The  great  merit  of  the 
prefect  edition  of  Cicero  feems  to 
conn  ft  in  its  corrcclnefs.  If  an- 
other volume  had  been  added, 
xontarning  a  collection  of  the  moft 
cunous,  judicious,  and  important 
netes  that  have  been  turnilned  by 
Tully's  various  editors  and  com- 
mentators, perhaps,  it  would  have 
t  R  4  t*ea 


Digitized  by  Google 


[a64]      DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 


been -no  fmall  improvement  of  the 
derign.  Every  man  of  literature 
will  leioice  in  the  capital  books 
which,  for  fome  years  pail,  hare 
been  printed  at  the  univerlity  of 
Oxtoid,  and  more  of  which  there 
is  good  reafon  to  expect.  '1  hat 
learned  univerlity  is  not  a  little  in- 
debted to  i be  late  excellent  lir  Wil- 
liam Biackrtone,  for  reviving  the 
glory  or  the  Clarendon  prefs. 

Mr.  Knox,  who  hath  written  fo 
admirably  on  education,  curies  on 
his  laudabk  deligns  for  the  benerit 
of  young  people.    With  this  view 
he  h:is  jmblilhed,  for  the  ufe  of 
f  -hools,  an  edition  .of  Juvenal  and 
Perli us,  and  another  of  Horace, 
purged  from  -every  exceptionable 
pauVe.    In  the  firil  of  thefe  books 
the  Lives  of  Juvenal  and  Perfius 
arc  given,  by  Juvcncins  andotheis, 
together  with  IJrewiter's  1  r.inllaT 
ti  »n  of  I'ertiu?,  and  Dr.  Johnlbn's 
Imitations  of  the  Third  and  Tenth 
Satires  of  Juvenal.  To  the  edition 
of  Horace  are  prefixed  Suetonius'* 
Life  of  bim,  'the  notes  fubjoined  to 
it  by  Dacier,  and  that  critic's  Chro- 
nology, digefted  according  to  <he 
Roman  confuls.  To  thefe  are  added 
the  Teftirnonies  of  the  Ancients 
concerning  Horace,  and  the  Ac- 
count of  him  by  Defprez,  The 
Ars  I'oetica  is  preceded  by  Mr. 
•Colm.m's  explanation  of  the  mo- 
tives from  which  that  poem  was 
compoftd.  In  the  Carmen  Seculare 
Mr.  Knox  has  followed  the  common 
editions,  and    n*  t  Gan  idon's  ar- 
rmgement,  ot  which,  however,  we 
confefs  ourfelves  to  be  no  fmall 
aimirers.    Our  editor  is  entitled 
to  the  warm  gratitude  of  the  pub- 
lic, for  thus  contriving  to  improve 
the  underltandings,  and  to  form  the 
ta;'e  ot  youth,  without  injuring 
(their  morals. 

With  regard  to  modern  Poetical 
priticifm,  fcarccly  any  thing  of 


con fequence  has  appeared,  except- 
ing the  "  HiuorLal  tffay  on  the 
Origin  and  1'ro^refs  of  National 
Song."    This   is  prclixed  to  a 
4*  Select   Collection    o:  Englrfh 
Songs,"  in  three  volumes,  and  is 
a  very  pleating  performance.  The 
writer  traces  the  fubjeel,  w  ith  great 
ingenuity  and  learning,  from  the 
earliell  ages  down  to  the  prefent 
time.    His  enquiries  (hew  him  to 
be  poflelled  of  an  eminent  degree 
of  antiquarian  knowledge,  accom- 
panied with  good  fenfe  and  good 
taile.    His  account  of  fong-wnrin^ 
in  our  own  country  will  be  parti- 
cularly entertaining  to  the  genera- 
lity ot  readers.     I  hi*  eflay  i:»  un- 
derllood  to  be  the  production  of  the 
fame  pcrfon  who  wrote,  with  fo 
much  bitternefs  of  fpirit,  the  44  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Three  Hnr  Vo- 
lumes of  the  Hiftory  of  Englifh 
Poetry,"  and  the  "  Remarks,  cri- 
tical and  illultr^tive,  on  the  Text 
and  Notes  of  the  lal>  Kdirion  of 
Shakfperue."    We  rejoice  that  in 
the  performance  before  us  there  are 
no  traces  of  a  malignant  temper  ; 
and  the  author  may  be  aflured  that 
the  moderation  and  candour  which 
he   has    now   difp'ayed   will  be 
equally  ufeful  to  the  caufc  of  lite- 
rature, and  much  more  conducive 
to  his  own  reputation. 

Mr.  Davies,  who  fuccccded  fo 
well  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of 
Garrick,  has  again  appeared  before 
the  world,  in  three  volumes  of 
*'  Dramatic  Mifcellanies."  Thefe 
confift  of  critical  obfervntions  on 
fcveral  plays  of  Shakfpeare,  w;th  a 
review  of  his  principal  character, 
and  thofe  of  various  eminent  wri- 
ters, as  reprcfejired  by  Mr.  Gart 
rick,  and  other  celebrated  come- 
dians. Through  the  whole  are  in- 
terfperfed  anecdotes  of  dramatic 
poets,  actors,  and  perfons  connected 
with  the  theatres.    The  plays  of 
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Shakfj  care  which  arc  the  objefts  of  with  Directions    for  the  proper 

Mr.  Davies'3  remarks,  are,  King  Manner    of  pronouncing  them. 

John,  Richard    the  Second,  the  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 

Two  Parts  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  much  advantage  mull  arife  from  a 

Henry  the  Eighth,  All's  well  that  careful  attention  to  this  work,  of 

ends  well,  Macbeth,  Julius  Cxfsr,  our  ingenious  author,  and  toothers 

King  Lear,  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  which  he  has  written  of  a  fimilar 

and  Hamlet.    Our  author  has  alfo  kinJ. 

diftinctly  conlidered  Ben  Jonfon's  Of  the  44  EfTay  towards  an  En- 
Every  Man  in  his  Humour,  Beau-  glifli  Grammar,"  wc  cannot  fpeak 
mont  and  Fletcher's  Rule  a  Wife  fo  particularly  as  might  be  defir- 
and  have  a  Wife,  Lee's  Rival  able.  For  though  wc  are  poifefled 
Queens,  and  the  duke  of  Buck-  of  the  book,  and  have  read  part  of 
ingham's  Rehcarfal  ;  befides  which  it,  we  have  not  pcrufed  enough  to 
he  has  allotted  a  chapter  each  enable  us  to  deliver  an  opinion 
to  Dryden,  Otway,  Confrere,  concei  ning  the  merit  of  the  whole. 
Bettcrton,  and  Cibber.  Though  From  what  wc  have  feen,  wc  arc 
Mr.  Davics's  criticifms  arc  not  fatisfied  that  the  author  hath  taken 
all  of  them  of  equal  import-  no  fmall  pains  in  afcertaining  the. 
ance,  we  think  that  for  the  rules  of  our  language,  and  that 
moil  part  they  will  be  read  with  many  of  his  remarks  will  be  found 
plcafure,  and  that  fome  of  them  defcrving  of  regard, 
are  deferving  of  particular  notice.  The  44  Eflay  on  Medals"  is  upon 
It  muft,  however,  be  confefled,  a  fubjert  a  farther  acquaintance 
that  the  chief  recommendation  of  with  which  mud  be  delirable  to  a 
the  prcfent  work  arifes  from  the  number  of  perfons.  The  foreign 
anecdotes  of  comedians  and  dra-  treatifeg  on  the  Numifmata  arc 
matic  poets  with  which  it  is  inter-  ufually  fo  large  and  fo  learned  as 
fperfed,  and  from  the  account*  that  not  to  fuit  common  readers.  As  to 
are  given  of  the  manner  in  which  the  fmallcr  tracts  which  have  hi- 
the  fevcral  characters  of  the  plays  therto  appeared  in  our  own  coun- 
herc  delcribrd  were  reprefented  by  try,  they  arc  for  the  mod  part  too 
different  actors,  fuperficial  and  defective  to  anfwer 
The  purpofe  of  Mr.  Walker,  in  the  purpofes  of  fufficient  informa- 
nts 44  Rhetorical  Grammar,  or  tion.  The  prefent  work  is  divided 
Courfe  of  Leflbns  on  Elocution,"  into  twentv-four  fections,  includ- 
es to  give  young  perfons  an  idea  of  ing  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the 
the  principles  of  lpraking  and  read-  Study  of  Medals  ;  its  Utility;  its 
ing  with  propriety.  With  this  Connection  with  the  Fine  Arts; 
view  he  has  entered  deeply  into  the  the  various  Sources  of  Delight  arif- 
fubject ;  and  it  is  a  fubject  upon  ing  from  it ;  the  Metals  ufed  in  the 
which  long  fludy  and  large  prac-  Fabrication  of  Coins;  their  dif- 
tical  experience  have  enabled  him  ferent  Sizes  ;  their  former  (ancient) 
to  decide  with  uncommon  precilion  Value  ;  their  Confervation  ;  Por- 
and  judgment.  The  firlt  part  of  traits  on  them  ;  their  Reverfes ; 
the  Grammar  confills  of  Inftruc-  Symbols  on  them  ;  their  Legends  ; 
tions,  addrcfTed  to  Parents  and  the  Medallions ;  the  Contorntatcs ; 
Teachers  of  Elocution  ;  and  the  the  Greek  Medals ;  the  Roman ; 
remaining  part  contains  an  Er  pla-  Medals  of  other  Nations ;  Modern 
naiiou  of  the  Figures  of  Rhetoric,  Coins,  &c.  j  Coins,  &c.  of  Great 

Britain 
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^Britain  and  Ireland  ;  Obfenrations 
on  the  Progrefs  of  the  Britiih 
Coin  ;  Rarity  of  fame  ancient  and 
modern  one* ;  Counterfeit  Me- 
dals, and  bow  to  diflinguifh  them  ; 
Directions  for  forming  Cabinets ; 
and  prcfcnt  Prices  of  Medals.  An 
Appendix  follows,  containing  an 
.Explanation  of  the  more  common 
Abbreviations  on  Roman  Medals ; 
a  Valuation  of  Englilh  Coins  iince 
the  Conqueror;  brief  Notices  and 
Rarity  of  the  Scottiia  Coins ;  and 
the  Rarity  and  Prices  of  the  Coins 
of  the  Roman  Emperors.  So  mnch 
tifeful  initru&ion  is  conveyed  under 
thefe  feveral  heads,  thai  a  candid 
critic  will eafily  .be  difpofed  to  over- 
look  fome  pecuBaritiesof  fentiment, 
and  inaccuracies  of  orthography 
and  language,  which,  however,  it 
would  be  advifabie  to  correct  in  a 
future  imprcfBon. 

Sir  William  Jones's  *  Difcourfe 
on  the  Inflitution  of  a  Society  for 
enquiring  into  the  Hiftory,  civil 
and  natural,  the  Antiquities,  Arts* 
Sciences,  and  Literature  of  Afia, 
deliveredat  Calcutta,  Jauuary  1 5th, 
1784,"  is  a  frefli  inftance  of  this 
eminent  gentleman's  zeal  to  extend 
the  bounds  of  knowledge,  and  to 
promote  the  improvement  and  hap* 
pinefs  of  mankind.  The  plan 
which  he  has  laid  down  is  very  ex- 
tenfive,  and,  if  vigoroufly  pur- 
sued, cannot  fail  of  producing  con*- 
£derable  effects.  It  is  a  fortunate 
eircumftaoce  to  the  literary  world, 
that  fir  William  Jones  is  now  placed 
in  a  fituation  that  wijl  probably 
enable  him  to  be  fignaliy  ufeful  w 
carrying  on  the  ends  of  an  inDitu- 
tion  from  which  treafures  of  learn- 
ing hitherto  unknown  may  he  im- 
ported into  Europe. 

Perhaps  we  cannot  find  a  better 
place  than  the  prefent  to  mention 
Dr.  Percival's  "  Moral  and  Lite- 
rary Donations."   The  fubjccla 


of  them  are,  Truth  and  Fai thf di- 
ne fs  ;  Habit  and  Aflbciation ;  the 
Incoufiftcncy  of  Expectation  in 
literary  Purfuits  ;  a  Taflc  for  the 
general  Beauties  of  Nature;  a 
Taile  for  the  Fine  Arts ;  and  the 
Alliance  of  Natural  Hiftory  and 
Philofophy  with  Poetry.  To  the 
Diflcrtations  are  added,  a  Tribute 
to  the  Memory  of  Charles  de 
Polier,  efq.  and  an  Appendix. 
The  work  before  tts  is  chiefly  in- 
tended as  a  fcquel  to  "  A  Father's 
Inftru&ions,"  publifhed  fome  years 
fince  by  our  author.  He  has  long 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  teach  his 
older  children  the  mod  important 
branches  of  ethics  in  a  (yllematic 
and  experimental  manner,  by  ex- 
amples; and  the  firft  Diflertation, 
which  is  a  Socraric  difcourfe,  is  the 
beginning  of  the  plan.  The  plan 
is  fo  excellent,  that  it  gives  us 
concern  to  find  that  various  caufes 
have  hitherto  prevented,  and  will 
probably  continue  to  prevent,  Dr. 
Percival  from  completing  his  de- 
iign.  He  raodeftly  exprefles  hit 
wrihes  that  fome  moral  ill,  of  more 
leifure  aad  fuperior  abilities,  would 
execute,  in  its  full  extent,  what, 
he  fays,  is  here  fo  partially  and  inv 
perfectly  attempted.  But  who  will- 
be  found  better  qualified,  or  more 
difpofed  to  accomplifh  the  under- 
taking than  himfeli  r  The  whole  of 
the  prefent  work  is  well  calculated 
to  improve  the  underilandings,  me- 
liorate the  hearts,  and  lefine  the 
tafte  of  young  perfons.  The  hiflo- 
rical  illustrations  and  anecdotes  in* 
troduced  by  our  author  are  judi- 
cioufly  chofen,  and  happily  ap- 
plied. We  admire  the  elegance  of 
his  compofition,  and  have  no  doubt 
but  that  the  ufefulnefs  and  plea- 
fure  arifing  from  thefe  DifTertationj 
will  be  extended  far  beyond  the 
fphcre  of  the  ingenious  and  worthy 
do&or's  own  family. 

In 
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In  Poetical  Tranflation,  we  do  not 
recollect  any  thing  of  fo  much  con- 
sequence as  the  verlion  of  Virgil's 
firft  and  fecond  Georgic.  The 
attempt  is  in  blank  verfe,  the 
author    being[    convinced,  that 
rhyme,  from  its  very  nature,  muft 
exclude  any  approaches  to  a  juft 
6militude.    The  paufes  and  varied 
cadence,  the  fimpiicity.  and  latent 
art  of  Virgilian  numbers,  muft,  he 
thinks,  ever  totally  fruttrate  the 
attempt  in  any  quantity  of  lines  fo 
fettered;   the  very  excellence  of 
,  which,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  of 
a  form  utterly  difimilar  and  incom- 
patible.   Accordingly,  Trapp  is  in 
part  our  tranflator's  model,  con- 
cerning whom  he  obferves,  that  had 
he  been  as  happy  in  the  diction  and 
verification  in  general,  as  he  muft 
be  acknowledged  to  have  been  in 
not  a  few  lines  (indeed  in  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  arduous  under- 
taking),   any  verfion,    after  his, 
might  have  been  judged  fuperfluons. 
We  do  not  concur  in  thefe  fenti- 
ments  of  onr  ingenious  author. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  con  tide  red  as  a 
want  of  juft  tafte,  but  we  muft 
confefs,  that  no  tranflations  in  blank 
verfe,  either  from  Horner  or  Virgil, 
have  ever  given  us  any  great  degree 
of  pleafure.  With  regard  to  Virgil, 
(he  poetical  verfions  of  Pry  den, 
Warton,  and  Pitt  have  been  penn- 
ed by  us  with  a  Satisfaction  far 
Superior  to  what  we  have  expe- 
rienced from  reading  that  of  Trapp, 
or  from  other  attempts  of  a  fimilar 
fciad.   At  the  fame  time,  we  arc 
teady  to  acknowledge  that  the  pre- 
lect writer  has  improved  greatly 
«pon  his  model ;  that  his  tranfla- 
tion is  clofe,  faithful,  and  correct ; 
and  that  it  is  not  without  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  merit.  We 
would  not  wifh  him,  therefore,  to 
be  difcouraged  from  completing  his 
Undertaking,  which  may  be  accept- 


able to  a  number  of  readers.  Ad- 
mitting the  fact,  it  might  not  be 
unworthy  of  enquiry,  whence  it 
happens  that  blank  verfe  always 
appears  much  more  beautiful  in  an 
original  poem  than  in  translations. 
The  fact  can  fcarcely  be  doubted 
by  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  » 
Milton  and  with  A  ken  fide.  The 
caufes  of  it,  did  not  the  limited 
nature  of  our  work  prevent  fuch  a 
difcuffion,  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
of  difficult  inveftigation.  The  trans- 
lator of  the   two  books  of  the 
Georgics,  who  is  Capel  Lofft,  Efq. 
a  gentleman  well  known  for  his 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  parliamentary 
reformation,  is  fuch  a  determined 
enemy  to  the  name  of  a  tyrant,  that 
he  has  left  out,  both  in  the  original 
text  and  in  his  verfion,  Virgil's 
flattery  of  Auguftus.  W  ith  an  equal 
averfion  to  tyranny,  we  apprehend 
that  a  different  conduct  ought  to 
have  been  purfued.    It  feems  to 
have  been  the  duty  of  an  editor  to 
have  permitted  vhe  obnoxious  line* 
to  keep  their  place,  at  lead  in  the 
original,  while  a  disapprobation  of 
them  might  have  been  expreffed  in 
a  note. 

In  our  laft  Regifter,  we  men- 
tioned Mr    Colman's  admirable 
tranflation  of  Horace's  Pcetka% 
and  the  excellcn  Jnotes  with  which 
it  is  accompanied.    We  did  not  ex- 
pect fo  foon  to  fee  another  verlion 
of  the  fame  poem.    But  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  prefent  author 
was  at  all  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Colman's  work.    However,  hetas 
fallen  into  fomething  of  ihc  fame 
tmin  of  rcafoning  with  regard  to 
the  defign  with  which  the  Epiftie 
to  the  Pifos  was  written.  The 
tranflation  is  in  verfes  of  eight  fyl- 
lables,  which  are  not  fo  well  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  undertaking  as 
the  heroic  mcafurc,  when  rendered 
properly  fanrilkr ;  neither  do  they 

..come 
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come  recommended  jn  the  cafe  be- 
fore us,  by.  an  uniform  degree  of 
correetnefs.  It  fecms  to  have  been 
the  defign  of  the  tranflator,  in  his 
notes,  critical  and  explanatory,  ra- 
ther to  have  c</nfulted  the  inilruc- 
tion  of  young  fcholars,  than  of  thofc 
who  have  made  any  great  progrefs 
in  claflical  learning- 

In  looking  back  upon the  general 
poetical  productions  of  the  year, 
we  are  furprized  at  the  number  of 
them  that  are  derived  from  the  la- 
dies. Two  of  our  firft  female  poets, 
Mifs  Seward,  and  Mifs  Helen 
Williams,  have  ditlinguilhcd  them- 
felvcs  in  a  particular  manner.  Mifs 
Seward  has  ftruck  out  a  new  and 
very  pleafing  form  of  compofition, 
in  a  poetical  novel,  to  which  Die 
has  given  the  title  of  "Louifa." 
The  llory  is  limple,  aud  the  inci- 
dents are  few  ;  but  they  are  worked 
up  with  great  beauty  and  tender- 
nefs.  The  poem  conlifts  of  lour 
JEpiftles,  the  firfl  of  which  is  from 
Lou i fa  to  Emma,  her  friend  in  the 
Eall-Indics  ;  the  fecond  from  Euge- 
tiio  to  fcmma,  returned  from  the 
Haft-Indies  ;  the  third  from  Lou i fa 
to  Emma,  written  after  (he  had  re- 
ceived from  her,  Eugenia**  excul- 
pating letter;  and  the  fourth  from 
Louifa.  to  the  fane  correfpondent, 
concluding  the  flory.  The  rife  and 
progrefs  of  Eugcnio's  and  Louifa's 
love  for  each  other,  his  being 
obliged  to  marry  Emira  in  order  to 
refcue  his  father  and  mother  from 
ruin,  the  death  of  Emira,  and  the 
fubfequent  marriage  of  the  two 
lovers,  form  the  balis  of  the  novel. 
The  fair  author's  defign  is  to  unite 
the  impaflioncd  fondnefs  of  Pope's 
Eloifa,  with  the  charter  tendernefs 
of  Prior's  Emma ;  avoiding  the 
voluptuoufncfs  of  the  firft,  and  the 
too  conceding  foftnefsof  the  fecond. 
We  may  venture  to  fay,  that  file 
fcas  admirably  fucceeded  in  the  ac- 
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coniplifiunent  of  her  dc/ign.  Ft 
will  be  remembered,  that  Mils  Sew- 
ard's plan  rather  leads  her  to  a  dih 
cription  of  paiT:ons  than  of  incidents. 
The  whole  poem  abounds  with 
beautiful  paifages,  among  which, 
though  it  is  dirhcult  to  make  a  fe- 
lection,  we  may  obferve,  that  the 
full  interview  between  Eugenioand 
Louifa,  their  mutual  fenfations,  and 
the  happioefs  they  felt  in  the  conlci- 
oul'nefs  of  each  other's  aftedion, 
are  delightfully  difplayed.  In  a 
work  replete  with  la  many  excel- 
lencies, we  are  not  difpofeJ  to  walle 
our  time  in  criticizing  on  a  few 
places  which  the  fevcrify  of  judg- 
ment may  deem  fomewhat  too  re- 
dundant, or  in  any  refpect  lefs  per- 
fect than  could  be  wtfhed. 

Mifs  Helen  Williams's  "  Peru"  is 
the  production  of  a  truly  poetic 
genius,  and  it  will  appear  the  more 
extraordinary  when  it  is  considered 
that  it  is  written  by  a  very  young 
perfon,  who  has  had  no  peculiar 
advantages  of  literary  education, 
and  that  the  completion  of  the  poem, 
as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  took 
up  but  a  fmall  portion  of  time. 
To  write  on  fuch  a  fubject  was 
rather  a  bold  undertaking  ;  but  our 
poctefs  apologizes  for  it,  by  de- 
claring, that  fhe  has  not  had  the 
prefumption  even  to  attempt  a  full, 
hilioricaj  narration  of  the  fall  of 
the  Peruvian  empire.  Todefcribe, 
ihc  fays,  that  important  event  with 
precilion,  and  to  difplay  with  juft 
force  the  various  caufes  which  com- 
bined to  produce  it,  would  require 
all  the  energy  of  genius,  all  the 
ftrong  colouring  of  the  moil  g  "lowing 
imagination.  Confeious,  (lie  add* 
of  her  utter  inability  to  execute 
fuch  a  defign,  file  hath  only  aimed 
at  giving  a  limple  detail  of  a  few 
incidents  in  that  affecting  and  ro- 
mantic hiltory  ;  where  the  unparal- 
leled fufferjngs  of  an  innocent  and 
amiable  people  afford  the  fineft  fub- 
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jcfts  for  true  pnthos,  while  their 
climate,  entirely  diffimilar  to  our 
own,  fumiihes  new  and  ample  ma- 
terials for  poetic  defcription.  Mils 
Williams  has  performed  tnorc  than 
her  promife.    Her  defcriptions  are 
admirably  picturefquc,   the  inci- 
dents very  affecting,  and  her  vev- 
fification  eminently  beautiful.  It 
is  in  pathos  that  Ihc  greatly  excels  ; 
pathos  is  her  fort ;  to  the  pathetic 
fhe  recurs  on  every  occafion.  The 
fine  imagination  of  Mifs  Williams 
perpetually  fupplies  her  with  ima- 
ges and  cxpreiTions,  perhaps  too 
richly  luxuriant.    To  point  out  the 
linking  parts  of  the  poem  before  us, 
would  carry  us  too  far  ;  and,  there- 
fore, we  fltall  only  obferve,  that 
we  were  much  pleafed  with  the 
epifodc  of    Zamor  and  Anciloe. 
He  muft  be  a  fart  idious  critic  indeed, 
who  will  not,  upon  the  whole,  ^ivc 
his  verdict  to  the  great  merit  of  the 
prefent  work.    It  mull  be  acknow- 
ledged that  the  fair  author  has  re- 
dundancies to  correal ;  and  we  doubt 
not  but  that  they  will  be  corrected 
by  mature r  years  and  judgment. 
It  is  the  fault  of  fomc  modern  poe- 
try that  it  affects  too  fplendid  a  drefs, 
and  that  it  is  loaded  with  epithets 
not  fufficiently  precife,  appropri- 
ated, and  expreflivc.    The  chafte 
and  beautiful  referve  of  the  ancient 
daffies  in  this  refpect  would  be  a 
proper  object  of  imitation.  We 
mull  not  forget  to  mention,  that 
Mifs  Williams  has  dedicated  her 
Peru  to  Mrs.  Montagu,  hi  a  copy 
of  verfes  wherein  limplicity  and 
elegance  are  happily  united. 

The  "  Eleiriuc  Sonnets  and  other 
Eflays"  of  Mifs  or  Mrs.  (we  know 
not  which)  Charlotte  Snvrrh,  of 
Bignor  Park,  in  Suffex,  arc  the 
next  female  productions  intitled  to 
applaufe.  No  one  can  be  infenliblc 
how  much  the  fonnet  hath  of  late 
years  become  a  favourite  mode  of 
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writing  ;  and  a  judicious  critic  may 
pombiy  think  that  it  has  been  cul- 
tivated fomcthing  more  than  it  de- 
fcrves.  That  the  fonnets  before  us 
are  truly  elegant,  will  be  manifeft 
from  the  fpecimens  of  them  which 
we  have  inferted  in  the  poetical  de- 
partment of  our  work,  i  he  poem 
on  the  origin  of  flattery,  which 
makes  a  jjart  of  the  picfent  pub-- 
Hcation,  is  a  pleafing  fiction,  verjr 
beautifully  and  happily  conducted. 

To  the  other  poetical  ladies  of  the 
year  we  are  not  able  to  render  that 
jufficc  to  which,  perhaps,  their 
merit  may  be  entitled  ;  for.  not  hav- 
ing had  the  pleafure  of  pcrufing 
their  productions,  we  muft  rely,  for 
what  is  faid  concerning  them,  on 
the  tcftimonies  of  others.  The  per- 
formances we  have  in  view  are, 
Mifs  Ryves's  "  Epiftlc  to  the  right 
honourable  Lord  John  Cavcndifli, 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;" 
the  fame  lady's  "Dialogue  in  the 
Elyfian  Fields,  between  Carfar  and 
Cato;"  Mrs.  Upton's  "Mifcella- 
ncous  Pieces  in  Profe  and  Verfe  •»* 
and  Mrs.  Hughes's  Pcems.  Of 
Mifs  Ryves  it  is  affcrtcd  that  her 
verfes  are  fpiritcd,  and  fometimes 
elegant,  but  not  always  correct. 
Nearly  the  fame  character  is  given 
of  Mrs.  Upton  ;  and  Mrs.  Hughe* 
is  reprefented  as  having  written 
pleafing  moral  pieces,  and  as  hav- 
ing coinpofed  the  legendary  tale  of 
Edwin  and  Matilda  with  tafte  and 
fimplicity. 

The  Poetical  Publications  of  the 
year  by  male  authors  have  execded 
rather  in  number  than  in  excellence. 
Indeed,  few  of  them  have  been  Co 
diftinguimed  by  their  merit,  as  to 
be  entitled  to  any  eminent  degree  of 
applaufe.  Mr.  Jcrningham's  4<  Rife 
and  Progrcfs  of  the  Scandinavian 
Poetry"  is  the  work  of  i  gentleman 
whofe  name  is  alrca,. /  veil  known 
i»  the  litciary  world.    His  poems 

arc 
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arc  in  the  hands  of  moft  readers, 
Who  need  not  be  informed  that  he 
principally  excels  in  the  elegiac  and 
tender  fpecics  of  cornpoiition.  In 
the  performance  before  us  he  aims 
at  a  higher  flrain,  but  not  with  the 
fuccefs  that  could  bewiihed.  The 
fault,  perhr.ps,  is  not  fo  much  in 
himfelf,  as  in  the  fubjeft  which  he 
liath  cjiofr-n*  The  imagery  fun- 
plied  by  the  Scandinavian  poetry  is 
oftentimes  more  horrible  than  iub- 
lime  ;  and  the  machinery  it  affords 
is  far  lefs  captivating  to  the  imagi* 
nation  than  that  which  is  furniflied 
by  the  Greek  and  Roman  mytholo* 
gy,  and  by  the  tales  of  chivalry. 
Thofc  poem  the  late  Mr.  Gray 
which  were  formed  npn  the  mo- 
del of  the  Runic  bard*,  are,  not- 
withdanding  the  power  of  his  ge- 
tiius,  the  lead  pleating  of  his 
writings.  We  do  not  deny  that 
there  are  fome  energetic  pafTag.es  in 
Mr.  Jerningham's  poem,  but  we 
are  pcrfuaded  that  it  will  never  be 
popular. 

Gray's  admirable  Elegy  in  a 
Country  Church  Yard  has  given 
rife  to  various  imitations,  fome 
more  and  fome  lefs  fuccefsful.  It 
was  verv  natural  that  Wcflminflcr 
Abbey  /Wild  furnifli  a  fubject  of 
the  elegiac  kind,  and  it  is  an  agree- 
able circumftance  that  it  fliould  fall 
into  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  fo 
well  capable  of  doing  juftice  to  it 
as  Mr.  Maurice.  His  poem,  taking 
its  title  from  that  Abbey,  breathes 
the  fpirit  of  Gray.  '1  he  defcrip- 
lions  and  reflexions  fuggeftcd  by  a 
theme  fo  awful,  when  fo  happily 
exprefled,  will,  at  the  fame  time, 
promote  the  fentiments  of  piety  and 
gratifv  the  feelings  of  taitc.  Mr. 
Maurice  has  prefixed  to  his  poem  a 
fummary  account  of  the  firit  foun- 
dation, and"  final  completion  of 
Weftmintlitf  Abbey. 

The  4i  Veries  on  hex  Majefly's 


Birth-Day"  are  a  voluntary  tribott 

to  royal  merit ;  a  voluntary  tribute 
to  the  univcrfally  acknowledged 
virtues  of  the  queen,  which  give 
her  a  juil  title  to  poetical  applaufr. 
Whoever  may  be  the  author  of  the 
prefent  competition,  it  proceeds 
from  a  pcrlon  of  a  truly  clahlcal 
tallc,  his  verfes  being  correct  and 
elegant,  and  judiciouSy  adapted  to 
the  occation. 

The  «  Regular  Ode  to  Mr.  Pitt'1' 
rifes  above  many  productions  of 
the  fame  kind,  being  the  work  of 
one  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  this  fpecies  of  poetry,  and 
%vho  is  poffefled  of  abilities  that 
fj'Ulify  him  for  appearing  in  it  with 
advantage.  The  writer  we  believe 
to  be  a  very  refpeclable  clergyman, 
who  is  not  unknown  in  the  literary 
world,  and  who  has  here  offered  a 
teftimony  of  regard  anting  trom  his 
undemanding  and  his  heart. 

Mr.  Irwin,  whom  we  have  for- 
merly mentioned  in  terms  of  ap- 
probation, hath  published  an  •*  Ode 
to  Robert  Brooke,  Efu;  occafioncd 
by  the  death  of  Hyder  Ally." 
Though  the  author  is  not  deftitutr 
of  fancy,  and  writes  with  taite  and 
harmony,  he  doth  .not  feem  to  be 
animated  by  that  native  fire  which 
is  requitite  to  give  to  Lyric  Poetry 
its  full  vigour  and  elevation,  in 
making  this  remark,  we  only  iay 
what  may  be  aiTerted  concern  J 
ing  the  greateft  number  of  Ode- 
writers,  in  our  own  or  any  other 
country. 

Mr.Stockdalc's  "  Three  Poems" 
come  from  a  gentleman  who  hath 
appeared  before  the  public  in  varij 
ous  forms  of  competition*  and  tn 
all  of  them  with  very  confidence 
ability,  though  his  writings  are  not 
totally  unexceptionable.  Mrs.  Sid- 
dons  is  the  fubje&  of  the  firft  poem ; 
the  fecond  is  addrefled  to  Sir  Afliron 
Lever ;  and  the  third  w  an  Elegy 
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Off  the  Death  of  a  Young  Officer  in  wife,  perhaps,  might  have  been, 
the  Army.  In-  all  thefe  we  obferve  found  worthy  of  more  particular 
the  traces  of  a  lively  and  vigorous  notice.  The  publications  we  refer 
mind  ;  of  a  mind  capable  of  form-  to  arr,  44  Poems,  by  a  literary  So- 
mg  ilrong  ideas,  and  of  cxprefling  ciety;"  Major  Waller's  14  Familiar 
them  in  energetic  and  harmonious  EpitHe-  to  Thomas  Lamb*  Efq;'* 
verfificatioru  Mr.  Stockdale  has  it  his  "  Rump  and  Dozen,"  and  his 
always  in  his  power  to  write  in  fuch  44  Avaro  and  Tray  the  44  Poeti- 
a  manner  as  to  be  read  with  plea-  cai  Attempts  44  A  Supplement  to* 
fure  and  advantage.  the  Mifcelianies  of  Thorns  Chat- 
The  Hiftorical  Eflay  on  national  terton  "Courcy  and  Adelaide;'' 
Song,  prefixed  to  44  A  felccl  44  Carmen  in  Honorem  Gcorgii  Sa- 
Collection  of  EnglUh  Songs"  we  vile  44 Trifles  in  Verfe;"  «4 Shoot- 
have  already  mentioned.  With  ing,  a  Poem 44  Lipfcombe's 
regard  to  the  Collection  itfelf,  it  is  Poems 44  Aerophotion  44  Fon- 
fufficient  to  take  notice  that  it  con-  tcnoy,  a  Poem  ;,f  44  Chatfworth  ;,r 
fells  of  Love  Songs,  Drinking  Song3,  44  Fafhion,  an  Ode,  with  other 
Mifcellaneotw  Songs,  and  Ancient  Poems  and  44  The  Cave  of  Ncp- 
Ballads.  The  choice  appears  to  have  tune." 

been  made  with  great  judgment,  When  we  confidcr  that  poetry  is 

though,  from  the  diverfities  in  the  underflood  not  to  be  the  prevailing 

faftes  of  men,  it  will  always  be  tafte  of  the  age,  that  it  fcarccly 

afked,  ia  cafes  of  this  kind,  why  fuch  meets  with  any  degree  of  patronage 

an3  fuch  things  are  omitted,  from  the  great,  and  that  works  are 

The  third  and  fourth  volume  of  comparatively  neglected  which  ia 

"Old  Ballads*'  we  have  not  ften,  the    beginning   of   the  century 

fluid,  therefore,  cannot  fay  whether  would  have  made  the  fortunes  of 

they  be  or  be  not  judicioufly  fel-  the  writer?,  we  are  furprifed  at 

lected.  the  number  of  poetical  pieces  that 

44  Two  ancient  Scotifti  Poems,  are  printed  every  year.  We  ap- 
Gaberlunzie  Man)  and  Chrift's  prehend  that,  in  many  cafes  the 
Kirk  on  the  Green,  with  notes  and  falc  does  not  defray  the  eharges  of 
Obfervations,"  by  Mr*  Callandar,  publication.  Some  perfons  may  be 
had  better,  perhaps,  have  been  capable  of  fuflainirrg  the  expence  ; 
fpoken  of  under  the  head  of  An-  others  may  be  inftigated  by  the  ap- 
riorities. What  the  editor  hath  plaufe  of  injudicious  friends ;  and 
faid  concerning  etymologies  is  wor-  others  may  be  carried  to  the  prefs 
thy  of  attention,'  Mr.  Callandar  merely  by  the  impulfe  of  their  own. 
being  a  gentleman  much  conver-  vanity.  This  lad  circumftance  is 
fant  with  the  original  (late  of  the  probably  very  extenlivc  in  its  ope- 
iiterature  and  language  of  his  ration ;  fot  we  believe  that  no 
country,  and  well  qualified  to  write  people  are  fo  fond  of  appearing  in 
upon  it.  print  as  the  writers  even  of  the 

There  were  many  other  Poetical  moft  indifferent  vcrfes.  They  think 

productions  publifhed  during  the  themfelves  entitled  to  praifc,  and 

year,  which  the  limits  we  are  con-  therefore  rufh  upon  the  public, 

fined  to  will  not  permit  us  diftinctly  often  to  their  own  mortification  ; 

to  characlerife ;  fo  that  we  mud  be  unlcfs  vanity  again  intervenes,  to 

fathfied  with  a  bare  recital  of  the  confolc  them  for  the  neglect  of  aa 

tides  of  fame  of  them  that  other-  undifecrning  world. 

With 
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With  refpeet  to  the  Dnimatic  poems,  has  now  appeared  in  a  forrp 

productions  of  the  year,  written  of  compofition  totally  new  in  this 

for  the  Stage,  we  fliall  purfue  our  country.  I  bis  character,  however, 

accurtomed  method  of  reciting  only  does  not  extend  to  his  Tragedies, 

the  titles  of  the  pieces,  and  the  which  arc  two  in  number,  "  Mer- 

namcs  of  the  authors,  when  their  cclla,"  and  **  Lord  Ruflel."  The 

Dames  are  known.     In  Tragedy  ftory  of  Marcella  was  recommended 

was  exhibited  Mr^  Cumberland  s  to  Dr.  Young  by  the  author  of 

**  Carmelite."   The  Comedies  of  Clarifla.  The  poet  adopted  it,  and 

I784  were,    **  Reparation, "  by  wrote  a  fingle  act ;  but  this  (hared 

Mr.  Andrews  ;   "  Deception,"  by  the  fate  of  his  other  unfinimcd 

Mr.  Vaughan  ;  and  *•  1  he  Follies  manufcripts,  and,  according  to  the 

of  the  Day,''  by  Mr.  Holcroft.  Va-  direction  of  his  will,  was  committed 

rious  Dramatic  performances  have  to  the  flames.    Mr.  Haylev  was  at 

been  reprefented,  under  the  titles  length  induced  to  take  up  the  lion', 

of  Mufical  Comedies,  Comic  Ope-  which  is  a  very  dreadful  one.  In 

tas,   and   IV  ufical   Farces.     The  general,   we  greatly   admire  the 

Mufical  Comedies  were,    "  Two  "  Marcella  :"  but  there  is  one 

to  One,"  by  young  Mr.  Colman,  point  in  which  we  mull  object  to  it, 

and  44  The  Noble  Peafant,"  by  and  that  is,  in  regard  to  the  cha- 

Mr.  Holcroft.     I  he  Comic  Operas  racier  of   Hernandez.     It  is  a 

were,  **  The  Double  Difguife  character  not  fuitcd  to  the  dignity 

•*  Robin  Hood,"  by  Mr.  Macnally ;  of  Tragedy;   it  excites  horrour 

and  "  Fontainblcau,  or  the  Way  to  rather  than  terrour,  and  is  indeca 

France,"  by  Mr.  O  Keefe.     1  wo  loathfome.    We  are  furprifed  that 

Mufical  Farces,  "  Peeping  Tom,'*  Mr.  Hay  lev's  fine  taile  and  found 

and  «<  The  Spanifh  Rivals,"  were,  judgment  did  not  fuggeft  to  him 

likewife  produced  by  the  fame  pro-  that  the  cataltrophe  might  have  been 

lific  author.    The  Farces,  without  effctfed  by  a  pcrfon  equally  wicked* 

Mufic,  were,  u  The  Tobacconilr,"  but  more  elevated,    borne  offended 

44  Hunt  the  Slipper,"  and  u  Acrof-  nobleman,  of  black  and  daring  pafli- 

tation  ;"  the  lait  by  Mr.  Pillon.  ons,  might,  with  lefs  difgull  to  the 

A  Petit  Piece,  of  two  Acts,  was  reader,  have  wrought  the  evil  which 

alfo  performed,  called  "  A  Mogul  gives  the  terrour  to  the  Tragedy* 

Tale."  The  ftory  of  Ruflel  will  always  be 

But  though,  with  refpeet  to  the  pleating  and  affecting  to  a  true  Eng- 

productions  in  general  brought  on  lifhman,  and  our  author  has  con- 

the  ftage,  and  which  occupy  fo  ducted  it  with  eminent  propriety 

much  the  remarks  both  of  news-  and  beauty.    In  the  characters  an<f 

paper  and  periodical  critics,    we  incidents  he  hath  adhered  much  to 

content  ourfelvcs  with  a  bare  cnu-  the  real  hiftory,  while,  at  the  fame 

me  rat  ion  of  them  ;  this  mull  not  be  timc,thcy  have  received  fuchheight- 

thc  cafe  with  regard  to  Mr.  Hay-  ening  aa  was  neceflary  to  dramatic 

ley's  '*  Plays  of  three  Acts,  written  compofition.   The  fentiments,  mo- 

for  a  private  Theatre."  This  work  ral  and  political,  will  command  the 

Is  of  too  much  confequencc  to  be  applaufc  of  every  well  conftitnted 

pafled    over    without    particular  mind,  and  the  language  is  admira- 

notice.      The  divcrlirv  of  Mr.  bly  adapted  to  the  Tragic  Mufe. 

Hayley's  genius,  which  has  been  In  this  refpeet  Mr.  Hayley  has 

fo  finely  difplayed  in   lu*  other  held  out  a  model  which  is  highly 

worth? 
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Worthy  of  imitation.     We  muft 
Hot  forget  to  mention,  that  the 
"JLord   Ruflcl"  was  voluntarily 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Colman,  and 
reprcfented  at    the  Hay-market 
Theatre.     It  is  in  his  Comedies 
that  our  ingenious  poet  hath  aflum- 
ed  a  form  wholly  new.    They  are 
in  rhyme ;  of  that  lpecics  of  verfe 
which  has  been  ufed  by  the  author 
of  the  Bath  Guide.    For  this  he 
hath  apologized,  in  a  very  able 
manner,  in  his  preface  ;  and  hath 
even  gone  fo  far  as  to  fugget),  that 
a  Comedy  in  rhyme  may  be  it  ill 
more  entertaining  than  a  Comedy, 
of  equal  merit  in  other  points, 
which    confines    itfelf  to  profc. 
Without   being  converts  to  his 
opinion,  we  highly  admire  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  executed 
his  defign.   His  rhymes,  to  exprefs 
ourfelves  in  the  language  of  a  ju- 
dicious critic,  are,  "lb  familiar,  fo 
eafy,  fo  flowing,  that  profc  itfelf 
can  fcarcely  appear  more  natural, 
more  convenient  for  the  purpofes 
of  dialogue,  or  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Drama.       23  ut  it  is  not  to  this 
matter  only  that  our  praifes  are  to 
be  confined.    The  characters  are 
well  fupportc4,  and  the  Comedies 
arc  replete  with  wit  and  humour. 
They  are  three  in  number  ;  "II  he 
Happy  Prescription,"  "  The  Two 
Connoiflcurs,"  and  "The  Maulo- 
leum."     Each  of  thefe  we  have 
read  with  peculiar  fatisfu&ion,  and 
think  that  they  are  all  of  them 
extremely    entertaining ;    but  it 
feems  to  be  the*  general  voice  to 
give  the  preference  to  the  "  Two 
ConnohTeurs."   it  is  applauded  for 
the  "  Compazine  I  o  of  the  fable,  the 
natural  humour  of  the  characters,- 
the  juflnefs  and  delicacy  of  the 
fentiroents,  and  the  elegant  vivacity 
.  of  the  llyJc."    While  we  entirely 
concur  in  this  encomium,  we  murt 
be  permitted  to  fay,   that  wc  did 
17S4. 


not  perufe  the  "  Happy  Prefcrip- 
tion*  with  an  inferior  degree  of 
pleafure.  ri  he  play  of  the  44  Two 
Connoiflcurs"  has,  lincc  its  publi- 
cation, been  aclcdon  Mr.  Colman'f 
ftage,  and  received  with  applaufe. 

Dr.  Downman's  Tragedy,  en- 
titled "  Editha,"  mult  not  be 
palled  over  unnoticed.  J  hough  not 
reprcfented  in  London,  it  i.-,  laid 
to  have  been  acted  in  E>eter,  near 
which  the  fcene  of  the  ftory  it 
1  »id.  The  piece  is  not  without  its 
faults  ;  but  there  is  fuch  a  vigour 
in  it,  that,  with  proper  alterations, 
it  might  well  deil  rve  to  be  intro* 
duced  in  a  larger  theatre. 

"  The  Patriot,  a  Tragedy,  altered 
from  the  Italian  of  Merallafio,"  is 
not,  we.  apprehend,  fo  far  altered 
as  to  raife  it  much  above  a  mere 
tranflation.  Not  having  been  tran- 
llated  by  Mr.  Hoole,  it  ma^  on 
that  account,  be  the  more  accept- 
able to  fuch  readers  as  cannot  have 
accefs  to  the  original.  I  he  llory 
is  that  of  Thcmiftocles,  at  the 
court  of  Perfia. 

Our  article  of  Domefiic  Litera- 
ture hath  extended  fo  far,  that  we 
mult   be   as  brief  as  pofiiblc  in 
mentioning  fuch  mifccllancous  pub- 
lications as  cannot  wholly  be  omit- 
ted.   For  f'l  is  pur  pole,  ic  may  not 
be  amlfs  to  throw  them  into  groups, 
by  which  means  a  number  of  them 
will  more  eahly  be  di  Veined  in  a 
finale  view.    The  fir'.i  vroup  wc 
fliall  introduce  will  be  relative  to 
the    late   dtfputes   or   the  Royal 
Society.     A  meafure  take  n  by  the 
prefuicnt  and  council,  which  pro- 
duced J)r.  Hurron's  rcliguation  of 
the  clfice  he  fulhiined  a3  foreign 
fecretary,  and  which  was  intended 
to  produce  that  effect,  gave  fo  much 
offence  to  the  Dolor's  friends,  as 
to  occafion  a  variety  of  motions 
and  debates,  at  the  \wckly  meeting! 
S  of 
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of  the  members  in  Somcrfct  Plac*.    to  criminate  him  as  much  as  pof- 
The  cuntelt*,  at  length,  arrived  to    fib'e,  ia  conju nation  with  coiifi- 
ftioh  i  height,  as  ro  become  the    derable  abilities,  could  produce, 
ob'etf  of  difculnon  in  various*  pam-    Hitherto  the  publications  being 
phlets.   The  firlt  that  appeared  was    entirely  on  one  tide  of  the  queftiou, 
entitled,  44  An  Authentic  Narrative    the  enemies  of  the  prclident  tri- 
of  the  Dincnnons  and  IX'bates  in    umphed  greatly,  and  it  was  boartcd 
the  Royal  Society  ;  containing  the    that  no  defence  of  htm  could  be 
fpecches  ut  large  of  Dr.  Horlley,    given.    But,  after  tome  time,  came 
Dr.  Maikclyne,  Mr.  Mafercs,  Mr.   out 44  Canons  of  CViticifm,  extrarted 
Poor,  Mr.  Glenic,  Mr.  \\  at  Ion,   from  the  Beauties  of  Matv's  Re- 
and  Mr.  Maty."    This  Na:rarivc,    view."    In  this  piece,  which  was 
which  was  well  written,  was  en-  written  with  learning  and  with  wir, 
tirclv  on  the  fide  of  Dr.  Hutton  ;    the  errors  of  Mr.  Matv's  Reviews 
and  the  fpecches  were  thole  only    were  fevcrely  expo  fed,  and  Dr. 
that  had  been  delivered  in  defence    Horfley's  conduct  was  difplayed 
of  the  Doctor,  and  in  condemnation   with  euual  feverity.    The  author 
oi   Sir  Jofeph   Banks's  conduct,   was  underftood  to  be  a  dignitary  of 
There  was  great  fpirit  in  fcvcral  of   the  Church  of  England.    Lail  of 
the  fpecches ;  and  that  of  Dr.  horf-   all  appeared,  44  Observations  on  the 
lev,  in  particular,  was  very  energetic   late  Contcib  in  the  Royal  Society," 
and  eloquent.  It  was,  indeed,  more   by  Dr-  Kippis.    Thi*wasthc  only 
■Humguiflied  by  its  energy  and  clo-   tract  upon  the  fubject  to  which  the 
quence  than  by  its  moderation  and    writer  prefixed   his   name.  Dr. 
candour.  The  next  publication  was    Kippis  profefTed  to  give  a  fair  and 
»4  An  Appeal  to  the  Fellows  of  the  candid  view  of  the  difTenlions  that 
Royal  Society,  concerning  the  Mea-    had  arifen  in  the  Society  :  and  it  if 
hires  taken  by  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,    certain  that  his  hiftory  of  them  is 
their  prclident,  to  compel  Dr.  Hut«   drawn  up  with  perfpicuity  and  mo* 
ton  to  rcfign  the  Office  of  Secretary   deration.     While  he  acknowledges 
to  the  Society  for  their  Foreign   that  Shr  Jofeph  Banks  had  been  to 
Correfpondeiicc."  This  iraft,  which   blame  in  fomc  refpeds,  he  con- 
was  profellcdly  the  work  of  a  friend   femns  the  behaviour  of  bis  oppo- 
of  Dr.  Hutton,  and  was  entirely  in    nents,  vindicates  him  with  regard 
his  favour,  w  as,  ncvenhelefs,  drawn   to  mod  of  the  accusations  that  had 
up  w  ith  calmncfs  and  temper.  The    been  brought   againft  him,  and 
third  pamphlet  was  uncommonly   ftrongly  afTcrts  his  capacity  for  the 
violent.    The  title  of  it  was,  44  An   nation  he  holds,  and  the  integrity 
Hiiiory  of  the  Inllances  of  Exclu-   and  zeal  with  which  he  had  dif- 
fion  from  the  Royal  Society,  which   charged  the  duties  of  that  ftatioa. 
were  not  fuflercd  to  boajrged  in  the    In  one  inftancc,   Dr.  Kippis  was 
Courfc  of  the  la»e  Debates;  with   thought  by  feveral  perfons  to  depart 
Strictures  on  the  Formation  of  the   from  his  ufual  candour ;  and  that 
Council,  and  other  Inflances  of  Def-    was  in  the  latter  end  of  his  pam- 
potii'm  ot  Sir  Jofeph  Bank«,  the   phlet,  where  he  expofes  Dr.  Horf- 
prefent  l'relidcnt,  and  of  hh  Inca-   le)  *s  haughtinefs  as  a  divine.  Others, 
pueity  for  his  high  Oilice."  In  this    approved  of  that  part ;  whether 
production  cvei  y  charge  was  urged    jultly  or  not,  is  of  little  confequence 
ucainrt  Sir  Jofeph,  which  cxircmc   to  determine.    It  may  be  proper  to 
'  diuikc,     and    an    eamcll   delire  acquaint  our  readers,  that  the  drf. 

putrs 
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Jrtites  in  the  Royal  Society  have 
l'ublidcd,  with  a  very  general  ac- 
<|uirfcencc  in,  and,  indeed,  appro- 
bation ot  the  prelident's  conduct. 

The  next  group  we  (hall  in- 
troduce, is  that  of  thofc  publications 
which,  in  fome  (hape  or  other,  may 
be  conlidered  as  relating  to  educa- 
tion and  the  forming  of  the  minds 
of  young  perfons.  1  hefe  arc, 
"  Letters  to  Honoria  and  Marianne, 
on  various  Subjects '*  Dramatic 
Pieces  ;"  «  Tales  of  the  Caftle  ;" 
"  Letters  from  a  iMother  to  her  Chil- 
dren ;"  The  Children's  Friend ;" 
*•  Letters  from  a  Pcerefs  of  England 
to  her  elded  Son;"  ** School  Dia- 
logues, for  Boys  ;"  Dr.  Andrews's 
*•  Letters  to  a  young  Gentleman  on 
his  feping  out  for  France;"  and 
•*  Female  Tuition,  or  an  Addrefs 
to  Mothers  on  the  Education  of 
Daughters."  When  we  fay  that 
the  Tales  of  the  Caftle  arc  a  tranf- 
lation  from  Madame  de  Gen  lis,  our 
readers  will  be  able,  from  that 
lady's  already  eftabliftied  character, 
to  form  fotr.e  judgment  of  their 
merit.  From  Dr.  Andrews's  known 
acquaintance  with  France,  it  will 
reafohably  be  fuppofed  that  he  is 
well  qualified  for  pointing  out  the 
proper  objects  of  attention  to  thofe 
who  mean  to  profecute  their  ftudies 
in  that  country.  The  books  pub- 
liflied  by  the  Marfhalls  in  St  Alder- 
mary  Cnurch  Yard,  and  written  for 
the  molt  part,  we  apprehend,  by 
one  of  the  partners,  carry  on,  in  a 
very  pleafing  and  ufeful  manner, 
the  inftructions  of  children,  of  dif- 
ferent ages.  Female  Tuition"  is 
entitled  to  no  fmall  decree  of  praife* 
The  author's  defign  is  to  convince 
mothers  of  the  great  importance  of 
making  their  daughters  good  wo- 
men. In  prefecutmg  this  purpofe, 
he  treats  on  maternal  authority, 
domeftic  attention,  diligence  and 
activity,  ceeonomy,  limplicity,  fe- 
male purfuits,  honour,  knowledge, 
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virtue,  and  religion,  with  excel** 
lent  fenfe,  accompanied   with  a 
fprightly  manner  ot  compofition. 

The  third  group,  which  is  a  verr 
large  one,  confifts  of  the  Novels 
and  Romances  of  the  year.  White 
fome  do  not  defertc  to  be  mentioned 
at  all,  the  reft  are  fufficiently  nu- 
merous. They  have  appeared  un- 
der the  following  titles  :  44  The 
Denouement,  or  the  Hillory  of 
Lady  Louifa  Wingrovc;"  44  The 
Hiftory  of  Chriftina,  Princefs  of 
Suabia,  and  of  Eloifa  de  Livarot  ;** 
44  Dangerous  Connections  ;"  44  Bar- 
ham  Downs  ;  44  The  Independent  ;'* 
"  Original  Love  Letters,  between 
a  Lady  of  Quality  and  a  Perfon  of 
inferior  Station."  44  Italian  Letters* 
or  the  Hiftory  of  the  Count  de  St* 
Julian;"  Mr.  Potter's  44 Virtuous 
Villagers;"  44  The  Magdalen,  or 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Frft  Penitent  re- 
ceived into  that  charitable  Afy- 
lum  ."  41  Siberian  Anecdotes  j" 
44  Imogen,  a  Paftoral  Romance;'* 
and  44  The  Hiftory  of  Lord  Belford 
and  Mifs  Sophia  Woodley,"  It 
will  not  be  expected  that  any  per* 
fon,  whofe  time  is  principally 
devoted  to  the  more  fcrious  and 
important  parts  of  literature,  can 
have  read  all  thefe  producti- 
ons. Four  of  them  we  have 
perufed  with  much  pleafure  ;  Bar* 
ham  Downs,  The  Independent,  the 
Original  Love  Letters,  and  the 
Italian  Letters.  Each  of  thefe  has 
its  diftinct  and  peculiar  merit,  as 
will  readily  be  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged by  every  reader  of  fenfibility 
and  tafte.  For  Barham  Down* 
we  are  endebted  to  the  pen  of  the 
author  of  Mount  Henneth,  to 
whofe  mode  of  writing  a  due  tribute 
of  praile  was  rendered  in  a  former 
Annual  Regifter. 

We  fhall  conclude  our  article  of 
DomelHc  Literature  with  a  (hort  no- 
tice of  three  or  four  publications, 
which  are  entitled  toa&parate  atten- 
tion. S  a  Mr. 
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*  Mr.  Ramfay's  "  Eflay  on  the 
Treatment  and  Converfion  of  Afri- 
can Slaves,  in  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colo- 
nies" is  a  work  of  the  higheft  imnor- 
fince  to  the  interefts  of  humanity. 
The  reverend  and  benevolent  author 
hath  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  Ne- 
groes with  great  energy,  and  has 
defcribed  their  fufferirrgs  in  a  very 
pathetic  manner.  He  is  entitled  to 
rhe  warm  thanks  of  every  rational 
and  feeling  mind,  for  his  zealous 
endeavours  to  meliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  flavery.  It  is  a  pleafure  to 
us  that  his  book,  in  which  he  has 
difplayed  much  knowledge  upon  the 
fubject,  has  excited  a  general  no* 
rice  ;  and  we  truft  that,  in  con- 
junction with  other  efforts,  it  will 
tend  to  produce  an  important  re- 
volution in  the  flate  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Day's  "  Fragment  of  an  ori- 
ginal Letter  on  the  Slavery  of 
Negroes,"  is  another  plea  for  this 
injured  and  diftrefTed  part  of  the 
human  fpecics.  It  was  written  in 
1 776,  at  the  requeft  of  a  gentleman 
of  America,  who  defired  to  know 
his  fentiments  on  the  fubject; 
Our  author  has  reprefented,  with 
admirable  addrefs  and  energy,  the 
inconfiftency  of  an  Americau  pa- 
triot's being  zealous  for  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  country,  while 
he  holds  the  poor  Africans  in  bon- 
dage. •  The  iniquity  and  cruelty, 
and,  we  might  add,  the  ill  policy, 
of  flavery,  will,  we  hope,  conti- 
nue to  be  urged  by  the  friends  of 
xeatbn,  juftictf,  and  companion,  till 
at  length  it  (hall  be  baniflicd  from 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Howard,  whofc  name  is 
above  all  praife,  perfevcres,  with 
unremitted  ardour,  in  his  zeal  for 
the  purification  of  prifons,  and  the 
relief  and  comfort  of  prifoners.  He 
"has  publiihed  an  14  A^>endix  ro  the 
State  of  rhe  Prifons  in  Rnglarid  and 
.Vales,  &c.  containing  a  farther 
Account  of  foreign   I'rifons  and 


Hofpitals,  with  additional  Remark* 
on  the  Prifons  of  this  Country/* 
This  Appendix,  confiding  of  nearly 
three  hundred  pages  in  quarto,  i# 
diftributcd  gratis  to  the  purchaser* 
of  the  former  editions  of  the  work  ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  new  edition, 
being  the  third,  and  including  the 
Appendix,  though  a  book  worth 
five  and  twenty  (hillings,  is  fold  for 
thirteen  (hillings  in  boards.  Hence* 
our  readers  will  perceive  that  Mr. 
Howard's  generofity  keeps  pace 
with  his  humanity. 

Dr.  Hey,  who  laft  year  expofed 
the  pernicious  effects  of  gaming,  has 
this  year  done  the  fame  with  regard 
to  duelling*  His  work  is  a  DilTe na- 
tion which  obtained  a  prize  in  rhe 
Univeriity  of  Cambridge,  and  is 
publifhed  by  appointment.  The 
affair  of  duelling  is  conlidered,  by 
the  ingenious  author,  in  every 
point  ot  view,  and  (hewn  to  be  in 
ali"  refpects  highly  abfurd  and  cri- 
minal. It  would  be  happy  if  his 
arguments  were  attended  to  by  the 
perfons  for  whofe  benefit  they  are 
more  immediately  deiigned ;  but 
thefe  nten  will  be  the  lad  to  read  and 
to  profit  by  what  is  here  advanced. 
Surely  fome  principles  and  regula- 
tions might  be  adopted;  which 
would  contribute  to  put  an  end  to 
a  practice  that  is  replete  with  the 
molt  deftructive  confequences. 

It  is  proper  to  mention,  at  this 
ccmclufion'of  our  article  of  Dome  It  k 
Literature,  that  three  productions 
of  the  year,  in  critical  and  cladkal 
karnrag,  have  been  omitted  by  us, 
in  consequence  of  our  not  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  paying  them 
a  due  attention.  Thefe  are  Mr.  Wef- 
l1on*s  "Hermefianax,"  Mr.Routh'f 
edition,  from  the  Clarendon  Pref*, 
of  the  **  Euthydcmus  andGorgiasof 
Plaro  ;"  and  Mr  Dunfler's  Tranus- 
tion  of  Arittophane/s  Comedy  of 

The  Frogs." 
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giving  the  (aoitaniUinperfecl  natural  hiftory,   of  the  remoreft 

J.  lkeich  of  Foreign  Literature  to  parts  of  the  Rulfian  Empire,  and  the 

■which  we  are  necefliirily  courined  north  call  parts  of  Alia,  h.sprofe- 

by  the  multifarious  nature  of  our  cured  his  deiign  in  another  volume, 

work,  we  arc  prefentcd  with  an  printed  at  Petcrfburgh,  the  title  of 

opportunity  of  firft  introducing  to  which  is,  44  New  Memoirs,  relative 

.our  readers  a^riter  of  uncommon  to  the  Northern  Region?."  This 

dignity  in  point  of  external  rank,  is  the  fourth  volume  of  the  under- 

This  is  no  lefs  a  perfonage  than  taking;   and  among  the  moft  valu* 

Catherine  the  Second,  Emprcfs  of  able  parts  of  the  volume,  may  be 

jdl  theKuffias;   who  has  *condef.  reckoned,  the  defcriptkm  of  the 

tended  to  add  her  illulrrious  name  Kuril  IfUnds,  accompanied  with  a 

to  the  fmall  catalogue  of  royal  au-  hiltory  of  their  difcoven,  and  aa 

thors.  Her  object  is,  the  i  nil  ruction  it  count  of  their  inhabitants ;  the 

•of  her  two  grand  ions,  and  her  per*  obfcrvations  of  M.  Hablitt  on  the 

.formance  is  mtitled,  44  The  Library  Periian  province  of  Gi/ttn,  in  the 

of  the  Grand  Dukes  Alexander  and  year  1773  ;  and  the  curious  journal 

Conflantine."  It  has  been  publiflied  of  a  captain  of  the  Coflacks,  who, 

At  Berlin,  in  two  octavo  volumes,  in  1779,  pafled  from  the  point  of 


the  pieces  contained   in  Tfchmktjh  to  the  lilands  of  the 

them,  are,  44  Fundamental  Princi-  Straits,  with  the  inhabitants  o£ 

,j>les  of  the  Inftru&ion  of  a  Ciri-  which  he  con  verted  amicably,  and 

zen  ;"    44  Materials  for  a  Rulfian  dlfcovered  from  thence  the  co.ifta 

Hiltory 44Selec"t  Collection  of  of  two  parts  of  the  globe. — At 

Ruffian  Proverbs        and  44  The  Riga  has  appeared,  in  three  vo- 

Story  of  the  Ciarewitz  Fewei,1'  a  lumes, a^avo,  "Collections relative 

Romance,  defigned  to  give  an  idea  to  the  Hiliory  of  Peter  the  Firfr, 

.of  the  education  and  character  of  a  Fmpcror  of  Ruala.n  Whatever  rtr 

-good  prince.     Though  we  are  not  lates  to  a  character  fo  illuftrious* 

competent  to  determine  concerning  and  a  reign  fo  extraordinary,  carv- 

.the  precife  merit  of  the  work  in  not  fail  of  exciting  a  certain  degree 

refpec"t  of  compoiition,  it  may  fafely  of  attention.— In  our  latt  Annual 

fee  pronounced,  that  the  endeavours  RegiOer  we  mentioned  Mr.  Le 

of  her  Imperial  Majefty  to  fornvthe  Clerc's  "Natural,  Moral,  Civil, 

minds  and  manners  of  her  grand-  and  Political  Hifrory  of  ancient  and 

ions  are  worthy  of  praife^— Mdnf.  modern  Ruffia."     He  has  lately 

Pallas,  who,  by  his  preceding  pyb^  pufcliflied,  at  Paris,  a  third  volume 

plications,  ha*  thrown  fo  much  light  of  this  large  undertaking.  *  T  he 

on. the  general  flate,  arid  on  the  S  3  volume 
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volume  row  printed,  is  the  fecond   fpirit  of  attention  to  ancient  and 
volume  appropriated  to  the  ancient   clalfic  literature, 
part  of  the  Kuflian  Hiuory,  and 

includes  that  part.    It  exhibits  a      It  gives  us  pieafure  to  find,  that, 
lively  picture  ot  the  inward  com-   notwithltanding  the  lofTes  Curtained 
motions  in  Ruffia,  till  the  Tartarian   by  bweden  in  the  extinction  of  the 
hordes   ruflied  upon  the  divided   Linnaran  family  and  rhe  death  of 
people,  and  reduced  them  10  a  (late   profeflbr  Bergman,  the  honour  of 
of  iervitude.    The  invafion  of  the   feitnee  and  learning  is  ftijl  mainr 
Tartars,    and   the  conquelis   of  tained  in  that  kingdom.  Drf  Thun- 
Gengis  Kan,  are  among  the  impor-   berg  and  Dr.  Sparrman,  both  of 
tant  narrations  of  the  prefent  vo-   them  eminent  difciplcs  of  Linnaeus, 
lumc.  Mr,  Le  Clerc's  account  of  the   and  who  relided  long  and  far  abroad, 
Tartars  is  curious  ;  and  the  Hiftory   have,  on  their  return  to  their  nar 
pf  Iwan  the  Third,  who  afcended   tive  country,  enriched  the  world 
the  throne  in  1462,    introduces   with    the  knowledge  they  have 
to  our  knowledge  a  prince  who  was   gained.    Dr.  Thunbcrg's  residence 
diftinguifhed  by  his  wifdom,  pru-   of  lixteen  months  in  japan  hat 
dence,    mildnefs,   and    magnam-    enabled  him  to  prefent  to  the  pub* 
miry.  A  difpurc  has  arifen  between    lie  a  "  Flora  Japonica."  This 
pur  author  and  another  late  hillo-   fubjeel  is  in  a  great  meafure  new  ; 
rian  of  the  Ruffian  Empire  Mr  V    little  having  been  known  before, 
Evcfque.    The  latter  was  the  ag-   excepting  the  inaccurate  things  to 
greil<>r,    in  fome  critical  remarks   be  found  in  Kcmpfer's  Amxnitatcs, 
on  Mr.  Le  Clerc'j  work,  to  which  a   and  a  few  other  fcattered  publicar 
reply  hath  been  made  with  great   tions.    Dr.  Tbunberg  has  given 
freedom.     On  each  tide  hath  been   twenty-two  new  families  of  J  aponefe 
exerted  a  f efficient  degreee  of  af-  plants,  and  three  hundred  and  lixteen 
perity.  Though  we  have  no  doubt   new  genera.  Japan  has  many  plants 
of  the  general  merit  of  Mr.  Le  in  common  with  Europe,  America, 
Clcrc's performance,  we  cannot  help   China,  and  the  Kair-indics.  Thofe 
mentioning,  that  a  very  learned  which   the   author  has  obferved 
and  judicious  gentleman  of  our  ac-   he  has    dilTributcd  according  to 
jquaintance,  who  has  examined  the   the  fexual  fyuem,    with  fuch  a 
produdtions  of  both  the  rival  hif-   change,  however,  and  diverfity  of 
torians,  gives  a  decided  preference  arrangement  as  fuits  his  own  ideas, 
to  that  of  M.  VEvcfiue.—Thfrc   It  is  hoped  that  he  will  favour  the 
was  expected  to  be  'publjfbed  ^n   lovers  of  botany  with  the  Floras  of 
Ruffia,  in  1784,  a  completion  of  the  Ceylon,  Java,  and  other  parts  to 
Hiflory  of  the  Manjpre  and  Mon-  which  his  enquiries  and  obferva- 
frol Tartars, tranllatcdfro nthcMan-  tions  have  extended. — The  fame 
jore  language.  This  work,  which  has  ^entlemarj  has  written  a  lhort  tract 
been  tranflating  and  printing  for  concerning  the  different  kinds  of 
many  years  pall,  comprizes  fixtccn    coins  which,  cither  in  ancient  rimes 
pftavo  volumes.     A  Ruffian  tranf-  or  more  lately,  have  been  IVruck 
Ration  of  all  Plato's  works,  in  three   and  are  current  in  the  kingdom  of 
■  Volumes,  quarto,  was  Jikewifcexpcc-  Japan.  This  publication,  which  was 
ted.  The  execution  of  fuch  a  detign   originally  drawn  up  in  the  Swedish 
muft  be  regarded  as  a  confidcrable   language,  and  is  accompanied  with 
proof  that  there  is  in  guJEa  a  riling  engravings,  has  been  tranllated  into 
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German.  Dr.  Sparrman  has  obliged 
the  public  with  the  truits  ot  his 
long  rclitlence  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  The  work  is  entitled,  "  The 
Voyage  of  Dr.  Andrew  Sparrman, 
Profcllbr  of  Fhvfic  at  Stockholm*, 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sweden,  and  Keeper  of  the  Cabinet 
of  Natural  Hiltory  to  the  fame,  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  South 
Pole,  and  round  the  World;  but 
principally  into  the  country  of  the 
Catfres  and  Hottentots,  from  the 
year  177210  1776."  This  voyage 
has  been  tranilated  from  the  Swcdifli 
into  German  by  Chriliian  Henry 
Grofcurd,  rector  of  theGymna;ium 
at  Stralfund,  and  has  been  pub- 
lished, >with  a  preface,  by  George 
Forfter,  profcllbr  at  Cartel,  and 
lincc  removed  to  Wilna  in  Poland. 
A  map  and  a  number  of  copper- 
plates furnilh  an  a.iditional  recom- 
mendation of  the  t>ook.  As  to  the 
work  itfelf,  it  is  valuable  on  many 
accounts,  and  is  much  fupcrior  to 
every  thing  which  hath  hitherto 
appeared  on  the  fame  fubjects.  Dr. 
Sparrman  went  farther  than  any 
man  had  ever  been  before  him  ; 
and  he  happened  to  be  at  the  Cape 
at  a  time  when  the  Dutch  thought 
it  no  longer  aecellary  to  make  a 
myftery  of  their  operations.  Bi- 
lides  this,  he  had  acccf>  to  the  beit 
information;  and  having  been  a 
fcholur  of  Linnxus,  he  was  well 
qualified  to  deTcribe  the  vegetable 
and  animal  productions  of  the 
country.  With  thefc  advantages, 
\  his  account  both  ot  the  civil  policy 
and  natural  hiltory  of  that  part  of 
the  world  may  be  depended  upon 
as  genuine.  It  is  a  proof  of  his  good 
fenle,  and  of  the  truth  of  his  r<- 

Srefentations,  that  he  rejects  the 
range  things  which  occur  in  fome 
former  travellers,  with  regard  to 
the  cuftoms  and  appearance  of  the 
Hottentots,—  1  he  tyf  j  tirlt  volumes 
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of  an  Hiftorical  Library  of  Sweden, 
after  the  manner  of  L.e  Long*s  Bib- 
lioflico^uc  hiltoriquc  de  la  France, 
have  been  published  in  the  Swcdifli 
language.  They  were  written  b\  Ba- 
ron Warmholmta,  and  colt  him  a 
preparation  of  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Gorwell,  the  editor,  and  who  is 
the  king's  librarian  at  Stockholm, 
propjles  to  tranllate  the  whole 
work  into  French,  and  to  make 
a  :di  ions  to  it,  particularly  with 
regard  to  medal  he  hillory.  The 
completion  of  fuch  a  delign  will 
be  a  delirable  addition  to  the  flock 
of  hiltorical  knowledge.  A  col- 
lection of  tracts,  in  Latin,  unde  r  the 
title  of  **  Acta  Mcuicorum  Surci- 
corum,*'  relating  to  phytic  and 
natural  hillory,  by  the  younger 
Linnxus,  FrofeflbrAdo'phus  Mur- 
ray, Ihunberg,  and  others,  has 
lately  appeared.  The  collcdtion  is 
partly  new,  and  partly  con'ills  of 
pieces  which  have  formerly  been 
printed.  The  prefent  volume,  which 
is  adorned  with  nineteen  copper- 
plates, is  only  the  beginning  of  a 
dctign  intruded  10  be  carried  ou  in 
future  publications. 

Denmark  would  offer  little  to 
our  notice,  for  the  year  1^84,  il  it 
were  not  for  the  labours  of  M. 
Adler.  This  gentleman,  whom 
v.e  have  former! v  mentioned  as  ri  - 
in«r  to  great  eminence  in  Oriental 
and  critical  literature,  has  lately 
been  appointed  profeflor  :it  Copen- 
hagen ;  and  it  is  an  appointment 
which  promilc3  to  be  highly  favour- 
able to  the  intcreits  of  learning  in 
Denmark,  One  of  the  firll  ett'eCU 
of  his  new  fituarion  was  his  pre- 
paring a  ihort  grammar  of  :hc  syriac 
tongue,  for  the  ufe  ot  his  pupils  ; 
and  it  will  be  their  own  fault  if  they 
do  not  derive  much  benefit  from  fo 
able  an  inftructcr.  'Fhc  fame  gen- 
tleman has  publulicd  "  An  Expli- 
5  4  cation, 
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cation,  from  the  genius  of  the   good  faints  may  be,  it    not  in  pur 
Syriac  Language,  of  fome  phrafes    power  to  determine;  but  it  may 
in  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark,  to   reafonably  be  fuppofed   that  the 
which  are  added  obfervations  on   perufal  of  them  wii)  chiefly  be  con- 
the  hittory  of  each  of  their  Gofpels.    fined  to  the  Dutch  tlivi;ics. — A 
From  the  Syriac  forms  of  exprcf-   "  Specimen  Arabicum,'*  containing 
fion  ufed  by  St.  Matthew,   Mr.   a  defcription  of,  and  extracts  from 
Adler  thinks  it  evident  that  his    a  book  of  Feifafchius  on  gems  and 
Gofpel  was  originally  written  in    precious   tfones,   unites  Oriental 
that  tongue.    It  is,  alfo,  our  pro-   learning   with    natural  hirtory.. 
fefTor\s  opinion,  that  St.  Mark  firft   Feifafchius  was  an  Arabian  jewel- 
epitomized  this  Gofpel  into  Greek,    ler  of    the  thirteenth  century, 
leaving  out  the  things  which  the    whofe  work  U  mentioned  in  Golius's 
heathen  converts,    for  whom  he    Lexicon.    The  prcfent  editor,  Se- 
wrote,  could  net  underftand.    It  is    baftus  Fulco  Rau,  has  been  affifted 
maintained  by  the  profeflor,  that  it   in  the  execution  of  his  def?gn,  by 
was  not  till  after  this  that  the  whole   the  ufe  of  four  new  manufcripts. 
of  St.  Matthew  was  tranflatcd,  tor    Feifafchius's  book  is  divided  into 
the  ufe  of  the  HellenilKc   lews,    twenty-five  chapters,  comprehend- 
Our*  learned  Lardner  held  different   in?  accounts  of  twenty-four  ftones, 
fentimrnts  upon  thefe  points,  and    which  arc  cither  precious,    or  lb 
has  adranced  reafons  for  them,    c.flled  by  the  Arabs,  from  their 
which  many  judicious  men  may    fhining  quality. — In  Grecian  lite* 
confider  as  of  no  little  importance,    nature  and  criticifm,  two  writers 
»— "  A  Chemical  Eflay  on  the  PrincU   occur,  who  arc  uorthy  of  being 
pies  of  the  Formation  of  the  Nitrous    particularly  di  'nguihed,  Valkcnar 
Acid"  has  been  publiflied  at  Co*   and  \\  aflenberg.     Mr.  VaJkcrar 
peuhagen.    It  was  the  refult  of  a    has  publif)  cd  four  diiTertarions  of 
premium  offered  by  the  Royal  So-    Hemfrrhufius  on  curious  and  im- 
ciety  of  Sciences  in  that  city,  and    p  irtant  fubjccls,  together  with  three 
had  the  honour  of  obtaining  the   differ  tations  of  his  own.    Hut  what 
prize.    The  author  is  Dr.  Tho-i-    conftitutes  the  principal  vaue  of  the 
▼enel,   corn,  fpon  ding  member  of  work  is  the  addition  of  a  Schediafma, 
the  Ro\ al  College  of  Phyficians  at    exhibiting  a  fpecimen  or  critical 
Nancy.  n  tes  on  4'undry  places  in  the  books 

of  the  New  !  Vllament.  The  author 
The  United  Provinces  will  be  occafionally  illuftrates  and  amends 
found  more  fru'tful  in  Literary  fome  paflages  in  profane  writers. 
Publications  than  RulTia,  Sweden,  It  is,  however,  to  the  New  Tefta- 
or  Denmark,  though  the  abundance  ment  that  his  remarks  are  chiefly 
of  them  doth  not  ppear  to  equal  confined.  Two  Orations  of  Chry- 
that  of  fome  former  j  ea-s.  In  Theo-  fortofn,  and  an  ancient  Latin  verhon 
logy  we  know  not  whether  "The  of  them  by  Anianus,  are  prefixed 
ieieVt  Acls  of  the  Bclgic  Saints,"  to  the  prrfent  publication.  It  is 
printed  in  Latin,  and  written  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Valkenar  that 
Jofeph  Gefquierus,  deferve  to  be  Mr.  Toup  is  not  fo  happy  la  his 
mentioned.  The  work  extends  from  conjectures  on  the  New  Teftanient, 
the  commencement  of  the  chrirtian  as  he  is  in  his  explanation  of  frag* 
church  to  the  year  582.  How  ments  of  the  comedies,  and  Greek 
edifying  the  tranfcaio»s  of  thefe  epigrams. Waflenberg  has 

given 
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given  an  edition  of  the  firft  and 
fee  nd   Looks  of  Homer's  Iliad, 
with  a  Greek  Paraphrafe  hithetto 
unpubliihed,  and  ancient  Scholia 
in  the  fame  language,    many  of 
which  aie  now  for  the  firit  time 
brought  to  li.,ht.     Our  author, 
who  is  a  fchnhtr  of  Rhunkcn  and 
Valkcnar,  has  bicn  encouraged  to 
the  undertaking  by  thcie  learned 
gentlemen.      1  he   paraphrafe  is 
from  a  manufcri^t,  probably  of  the 
eighth   century,    whkh  ct.n'ains 
the  whole  Iliad  in  the  iam  •  way. 
Rhunken  thinks  it  elegant ;  Valkc- 
nar. that  it  is  very  ufcrul ;  and  Waf- 
fenberg  that  it  is  far  picfernble  to 
any  Latin  tranllation.    'I  his  edi- 
tor, in  his  Notes  on  the  Lifj  offers 
a  conjecture  (not  indeed  entirely 
new),  that  the  llory  of  Homer's 
blindnefs  towk   its  rife  from  his 
name,   which   in  /Eoiic  ligninc3 
blind.    Some  ingenious  reafon9  are 
produced,    to   lhew    that  Homer 
wrote  a  poem  called  the  Margires, 
but  that  it  was  loft,  and  that  the 
poem  under  this  title  which  now 
lubiifts  was  written  by  Pigrc?,  the 
brother  of   Arteinifia.      By  the 
tranfpofition  of  fome  verfes,  Mr. 
Wafl'enbcrg  has  been  enabled  to 
give  us  an  entire  Elegy  of  Theog- 
nis,  addrcfledto  Cyrnus.  -  Saxius's 
Onpmafticcn  is  the  continuation  of 
a  great  work  with  regard  to  literary 
hilliry.    It  is  the  fourth  part  of  it 
which  is  now  publifhed,  and  it  ex- 
tends from  the  year  1  586  to  the 
inftitution  of  the  fociety  Nature 
Sprculatorum  in  16;  2.    The  fame 
accuracy  in  invefiig.ting  the  age 
of  the  writers,  in  eftimating  the 
merit  of  their  works,  and  in  point- 
ing out  the  fources  from  which  far- 
ther information  concerning  them 
may  .be  derived,   is  found  in  the 
prefent  that  was  admired  in  the  for- 
mer vctumcs.    When  it  is  objtrred 
that  fcvcral  confider«blc  names  a  c 
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omitted,  an  objection  is  made  which 
perhap>  mipht  more  or  lets  be  urg- 
ed n^uinrt  eveiy  large  biographical 
undertaking.  Acknowledged  de- 
fect* may  be  fupplicd  in  an  Ap- 
pendix. 

A  Phiiofophical  and  Critical 
DifTertation  has  been  publiihed,  at 
Amiterdam,  concerning  the  Philo- 
sophy of  Cicero,  with  Regard  to 
the  Divine  Nature."    The  author, 
M.  Van  Wcfcie  Scholten,  C.eliver- 
ed  ir  at  a  public  difputation,  at 
which  profeflbr  Daniel  VVvttenbach 
prelidcd.    M.  Scholten  begins  by 
collecting  all  the  pieces  or  Cicero 
to  his  purpofe  ;  and  thefe  he  en- 
deavours to  explain  both  gramma- 
tically and  with  reference  to  the 
particular  dcfrVn  which  Tully  had 
in  view  in  each  trcatifc.    In  con- 
fequencc  of  the  writer's  juft  ar- 
rangement of  his  matter,  and  his 
accurate  acquaintance  with  ancient 
philofophy,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  thro.v  great  light  upon  the  fub- 
jccl.— In  medicine  two  publications 
have  appeared  which  it  may  be  fuf- 
ficient  barely  to  announce.  Thefe 
are  the  fecond  volume  of  Calda- 
nius's  "  Inflitutiones  Phyfi  logicx 
et  Pathologicac,"  publiihed,  with 
a  Piefacc  and  index,  by  Dr.  San- 
dwort, prpfeflbr  of  anatomy  and 
furgery  at  Ley  den  ;  and  Bonn's 
**  Defcriptio  Thcfauri  Olfium  Mor- 
boforum  Hoviani;"  to  which  is 
annexed,  "  DifTertatio  dc  Callp." 
The  nineteenth  and  twentieth  vo- 
lumes  of  the  **  Memoirs  of  the 
Haarlem   Phiiofophical  Society," 
have  lately  been  printed.    It  is  the 
delign  of  the  directors  of  this  in- 
ftitution,  whillt  they  endeavour  to 
promote  the  intereits  of  feience  in 
general,  to  pay  a  particular  regard 
to    the  exigencies  of  their  own 
country.    Hence,  by  their  prize- 
qucdions,   they  often  direct  the 
euquiiks  of  philofpphers  into  fuch 

chan- 
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channels  as  arc  calculated  to  alle- 
viate the  inconveniences,  and  to 
improve  the  advantages,  that  are 
peculiar  to  the  Low  Countries. 
Among  the  fuk>jeccts  of  a  more  ge- 
neral nature,  nuy  be  mentioned  a 
Diflcrtation  "  On  the  Utility  of 
Pfychology,"  by  Mr.  John  Trem- 
blcy.  It  is  a  pr'uc  dillertation, 
written  in  an  anfwer  to  a  qucltion 
propofed  by  the  Society,  and  is 
divided  into  three  pans.  The  In- 
fluence of  Pfychology  on  Educa- 
tion is  firft  confide  red  ;  fecondly, 
its  Effect  on  the  Welfare  of  Society, 
and  thirdly,  the  bell  Means  of  im- 
proving arid  extending  this  fcicncc. 
The  author  writes  with  vivacity 
and  fpirit,  and  poflcfles  an  enlarg- 
ed and  liberal  turn  of  fentiment  — 
A  very  ingenious  and  elaborate 
diiTertation  has  been  publilhcd  by 
M.  Meerman,  entitled  44  A  Dif- 
courfc  concerning  the  Achxan, 
Helvetic,  and  Belgic  Confedera- 
cies," which  obtained  the  prize  pro- 
pofed in  the  Year  1782,  by  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Infcript-ons 
and  Belles  Lcttres.  The  qucltion 
was  ilated  by  the  academy  in  the 
following  terms  ; — 44  To  compare 
with  each  other  the  Confederacy 
of  the  Acharans,  2X0  Years  before 
the  Chriftian  jfera, — that  of  the 
Swifs  Cantons,  in  the  Year  of 
Chrift  1 3c j — and  that  of  the  U- 
niud  Province*  in  the  Year  1^79  ; 
and  to  point  out  the  Caufc ,  the 
On9in%  the  Nafurr^  an  I  the  ObjcH 
or  End  of  thefe  political  Allbeia- 
tions."  In  the  difculfion  of  this 
iuhjei'1,  M.  de  Meerman  firft  con- 
fidcrs,  in  three  fepuate  articles,  the 
Caufa  that  led  to  the  three  cele- 
brated confederacies  ;  and,  in  a 
fourth  article,  he  form>  the  com- 
panion, and  (hews  in  what  relperts 
thefe  caoles  were  limilar  or  dilfi- 
milar.  The  fame  method  and  the 
fame  number  of  articles  arc  cm- 


ployed,  fucceflively,  in  developing 
each  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
qucltion,  vi2.  the  0»igin%  the  Na- 
turcy  and  the  Qhjed  of  thefe  fa- 
mous ajfociations.  It  is  hence  evi- 
dent, that  the  difcourfc  is  not  of 
a  digtellive  and  declamatory  na- 
ture, but  llrictly  methodical ;  be- 
fides  which,  it  is  entitled  to  high 
pr.ufe  for  the  attention,  judgment, 
and  learning,  with  which  it  is 
written.  M.  dc  Meerman  is  a 
young  gentleman  who  has  already 
afforded  fe venal  valuable  proofs  of 
his  literary  abilities,  and  who  will 
probably  rife  to  great  reputation 
in  the  republic  of  letters. — The 
Belgic  confederacy  hath  received 
farther  illuttration  in  the  next  pub- 
lication which  is  to  be  mentioned, 
wc  mean  the  44  Political  Writings 
of  M.  Simon  Van  Slin^elandt." 
This  gentleman,  who  died  in  the 
year  173',  fuccclfivcly  filled  the 
three  great  offices  of  fecrctary  to 
the  council  of  ilate,  trcafurer-ge- 
ncral  of  the  Uniicd  Provinces,  and 
grand  p.  nfionary  of  Holland,  and 
was  cllecmcd  one  of  the  grcatelt 
men  who  have  adorned  the  annals 
of  his  country.  The  fubjccls 
treated  of  inthc  two  volumes  now 
publiftud  will  be  deemed  highly 
important  by  every  intelligent 
Dutchman.  The  author  enters 
very  deeply  into  the  hiftory,  con- 
stitution, and  defects  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Provinces, 
and  confiders  very  particularly  the 
caulcs  of  the  decline  of  the  re- 
public, together  with  the  reme- 
dies which  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  recovery  of  its  affairs.  Two 
remaining  volume  ,  which  arc  pro- 
mi  fed  by  the  editor,  will  contain 
DilTertatinns  concerning  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  Military  Jurifdic- 
tion,  and  the  Three  Admiralties. 
Though  M.  SUngclandt's  >ork  will 
be  chiefly  interefting  to  the  inha- 
bitants 
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fcitants  of  Holland,  there  are  many  Science  in  particular,  rauft  finite 

things  in  it  which  arc  well  calcu-  every  reader. — At  Amlkrdam,  as 

lated  to  engage  the  attention  of  po-  well  as  at  Avignon,  has  been  pub- 

litic.nl  men,  and  political  readers,  lifted,  «*  An  fc.flay  concerning  the 

in  other  countries. — The  **  Tra*  Revolutions  that  have  happened  in 

vels  through  Flinders,  the  Nether-  French  J urifprudencc,  deligned  as 

lands,   Holland,   France,   Savoy,  an  Introduction  to  the  Study  of 

Italy,  Switzerland,  in  the  Years  the  Law."  The  author  is  M.  Bcr- 

1 775,  1776,  1777*  end  1778,  by  nardi,  advocate  in  the  parliament 

a  Lover  of  the  Arts,"  are  not  dc-  of  Provence,  who  is  already  known 

fiitute  of  information  and  enter-  to  the  literary  world  by  a  trcarife 

tainment.    What  particularly  re-  concerning  the  Criminal  Jurifpru- 

commends  the  work  is  the  plan  it  dence  of  the  French  Nation. «— 

lays  down  for  making  the  tour  of  The  lali  production  we  dial  I  men* 

Europe.    The  errors  with  which  tion,  belonging  to  the  United  Pro- 

this  performance  abounds  in  cer-  vinces,  is  *•  An  Hitlorical  and  Po- 

tain  refpccls,  m\xi\  conliderably  de-  litical  Dcfcription  of  the  original 

tract  from  the  reputation  it  would  State  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape 

otherwifc  have  gained. — Baron  de  of  Good  Hope,  compared  with  the 

Tott's  *•  Memoirs  of  the  Turks  actual  State  of  that  Colony.**  This 

and  the  Tartars,*'  were  publifhcd  is  laid  to  be  an  authentic  and  ira- 

at  Amtterdam,    As  theie  Memoirs  pcrtant   publication,    filled  with 

have  been  generally  read,  and  two  original  papcu.    In  this  work  the 

tranllations  of  them  have  appeared  fee  rets  of  the  Dutch  Ea  It-India 

in  our  own  language,  it  is  the  lefs  company  are  laid  open  in  a  man- 

neceflary  to  enlarge   concerning  ner  that  tvili  nor  be  pleating  to  the 

their  merit.    The  baron  pofleiled  directors  ol  that  company, 
every  advantage  for  giving  new* 

information  to  the  world.    He  re-  To  the  brief  account,  given  laft 

fided  twenty-three  years  at  Con-  year,  of  the  fourth  volume  of  the 

ftantinople,  where  he  was  employ-  **  Memoirs  of  the  Imperial  and 

ed  to  fortify  the  Dardanelles,  and  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  and 

otherwife  difcipline  the  Turks  in  Belles  Lcttres  at  Bruflels,**  we  (hall 

the  lalt  war ;    befides  which,,  he  now  add  the  number  of  commu- 

attended  Krim  Gueray,   Krim  of  nications,  and  the  names  or'  rho 

Tartary,  in  an  expedition  againlt  contributors.    The  papers  include 

the  Rullians.     As  he  began  by  Antiquities  and  polity  learning, 

making  himfclf  acquainted  with  in  conjunction  with  Natural  Phi- 

the  language  of  the  country,  and  lofophy.     J  he  Memoirs  are  thirty 

hath  had  opportunities  of  feeing  in  uum'  cr,  and  the  communicators 

things  which  could  not  fall  to  the  are  chevalier  Nieuport,    M.  Van 

lot  of  common  travellers,  he  has  Bouchantc,  the  (late)  Abbe  Need- 

hence  been  enabled  to  throw  pecu-  ham,  the  Abbe  Mann,  the  mar- 

liar  light  on  the  manners  and  cuf-  quis  dc  Chancier,   M.  Rondeau, 

loms  of  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  M.  Caels,  M.  Liinbourg  the  young- 

and  the  prefent  condition  of  the  er,  the  Abbe  Chevalier,   M.  de 

Turkifli   government.    The   ac-  La u nay,    the   Abbe  Ghefquicrc, 

count  which  he  gives  of  the  de-  P.  S.  Hcylen,  M.  des  Roches,  and 

plorablc  State  of  Morals,  of  Know-  the  count  de  Fraula. — A  philofo-- 

ledge  in  general,  and  of  military  phical  work  has  appeared  which  is 

*  the 
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tht  firrt  of  its  kind  in  the  Low- 
Countries*  It  relates  to  the  foffils 
of  thefc  countries,  and  efpecially 
€>(  tbe  place*  round  the  city  of 
Bruflcls.  This  performance,  which 
is  adorned  with  thirty-two  illumin- 
ated plates,  is  the  refult  of  eigh- 
teen years  labour.  The  author  is 
Monf.  Francois  Xavicr  Burtin, 
member  of  fcvcral  academies.— A 
treatifc  has  been  publilhed  at  Bruf- 
fel«,  44  Concerning  Morals,  Power, 
Courage;  and  Laws,  c<>n  fide  red  as 
relative  to  the  Education  of  a 
Prince."  The  writer,  who  is  M. 
Hilliard  d'AubertaB,  hag  divided 
h'n  work  into  three  parts,  the  firft 
of  which  relates  to  the  Method 
that  fhould  be  purfued  in  educating 
a  Prince,  and  the  fecond  and  third 
to  the  Moral  and  Political  Princi- 
ples in  which  he  ou^ht  to  be  in- 
Jtrutfed.  The  book,  if  not  of  the 
mod  eminent  order,  is  replete  with 
iblid  inftru&ion,  and  is  the  produce 
of  a  mind  endued  with  a  juft  tafte 
.antl  found  judgment.  This  trea- 
tifc has  been  publiflied  at  Paris  as 

well  as  at  Brulfels. 
» 

In  Germany,  agreeably  to  the 
ftudies  and  purfuits  of  the  learned 
vnen  who  are  fcated  in  the  different 
ibvereigntics  of  that  extcnfivc 
^country,  the  grcateit  number  of 
publications  will  be  found  to  relate 
<to  critical  literature,  refpecting  ei- 
ther the  Oriental  languages,  or  the 
Greek  and  Roman  tongues.  Thefe, 
at  Icaft,  being  for  the  moft  part 
-written  in  Latin,  and' not  in  Ger- 
man, more  eafily  ptefent  themfelvcs 
to  our  notice.  Michaelis  continues 
to  apply  himfelf  to  the  Eaftern 
learning  with  his  ufual  vigour  and 
■diligence,  one  frelh  proof  of  which 
arises  from  his  having  recently 
printed  a  Syriac  grammar.  The 
fame  eminent  profeflbr  has  [attempt- 
ed to  fliew,  in  i  Diffcrtation  lately 


pubHihcd,  that  foraething  anfwer- 
ing  to  conductors,  on  the  temple 
of  Jrrufalem,  is  the  reafon  why 
we  have  no  account  of  its  having 
ever   been   ilruck  by  lightning. 
We  apprehend  that  this  conjecture 
will  appear  to  moil  of  our  readers., 
more  ingenious  and  fanciful  than 
folid.    In  another  Diflertation,  M. 
Michaelis  has  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  fire  which  ftruck  one  of 
the  Ilerods,  on  attempting  to  open 
the  grave  of  David,  was  a  natural 
fire.  The  fame  gentleman  hath  en* 
tered,  likewife,  into  foine  difcuf- 
fions  relative  to  the  fuperoaturai 
fire  which  is  faid  to  have  interrupt- 
ed the  workmen  who  were*  commii- 
fioned  by  the  emperor  Julian  to  re* 
build  the  city  of  Jerufalem. — For 
fcvcral  valuable  Diucrtations,  on 
various  parts  of  Oriental  literature, 
•the  public  is  indebted  to  profelTor 
Schnuwcr  of  Tubingen.    The  fub- 
jecls  of  them  are  the  Song  of  De- 
borah, certain  Paflagos  in  Job,  the 
Proverbs,  'the  Pfalms  in  general, 
the  tenth  Pfalm  in  particular,  the 
Difficulty  of  determining  the  Ages 
of  the  Hebrew  Manuscripts  of  the 
Old  Teliament,  and  an  Enquiry 
whether  the  Arabic  Pentateuch,  in 
Walton's  Polyglot,  -be  the  fame 
which  belonged  to  Saadias  the  Jew. 
The  que  (lion  is  dererminod  in  the 
affirmative.  —  A  TTeatife  on  the 
Spirit  of  the  Hebrew  Poetry,  by 
Mr.  Herder,  is  reprefented  as  likely 
to  afford  much  pleafure  to  the  lo- 
vers, of  facred  learning.  Belides 
what  is  advanced  upon  the  Hebrew 
poetry  in  particular,  the  work  con- 
tains a  large  ftock  ot"  curious  infor- 
mation concerning  the  Hiftory,  the 
ecclciiaftical  and  civil  Conftiturions, 
and  the  Cultoms  of  the  Jewish  na- 
tion.*—Dr.  Seiler  has  produced  a 
"  New  Tranflation  of  the  Prophe- 
cies of  Ifaiah,  with  Noter." Perhaps 
he  has  been  Simulated  to  thU.un- 
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d«rtaking  by  the  admirable  exam- 
ple of  our  own  Lowth.    Be  that 
as  it  may,  he  has  made  a  laudable 
ufe  of  that  eminent  prelate's  la- 
,bours,  as  well  as  of  the  aids  afford- 
ed by  otfeer  modern  critics,  who 
hare  thrown  more  light  on  the 
prophet  Ifaiah  than  the  volumin- 
ous commentaries  which  were  for- 
merly admired.—"  A  Greek  Ver- 
fion  of  the  Proverbs,  Ecclefiaues, 
tke  Song  of  Solomon,  Ruth,  the 
Lamentations,  Daniel,  and  fele£t 
Places  of  the  Pentateuch,'"  from  a 
Angle  manufcript  preferved  in  the 
library  of  St.  Mark's  at  Venice, 
has  now  for  the  firft  time  been  pub- 
fifhed,  and  illuftrated  with  Notesr 
by  M.  Viiloifon.    The  zeal  of  this 
teamed  gentleman  in  fearching  out 
ancient  manuscripts  is  very  ardent 
said  highly  commendable.  The 
▼xrfion  now  printed  is  the  oldeit  of 
the  Greek  verfions,  of  which  wchave 
either  an  account  or  fragments. 
An  able  judge  has  pronounced,  that 
there  arc  but  few  various  leadings 
in  it  which  are  of  any  great  im- 
portance    Divines  of  every  reli- 
gious perfuaiion  unite  in  promoting 
the  caufe  of  biblical  learning.  A 
Treatiic  on  the  Excellence  of  the 
Samaritan  Pentateuch,  in  ill ult rat- 
ing and  amending  the  Maflbretic 
Text,  has  been  written  by  Father 
Alexius,  a  Carmelite  friar  belong- 
ing to  the  univcrfity  of  the.  ele&or 
Palatine,  and  the  book  is  faid  to 
nave  performed  more  than  it  hath 
promiled.    The  General  Epiftle  of 
St.  James,  in  the  original  Greek, 
divided  after  a  new  method  into 
feclions,  and  accompanied  with  a 
Latin  tranflation,  and  notes,  has 
appeared  from  the  hands  of  the 
Abbe  Carpzow,  who  formerly  pub- 
liflied  St.  John  and  St.  Jude  in  the 
fame  manner.    A  work  of  a  funi- 
lar  nature,  with  regard  to  the  Fpil- 
tleiof  St.  Jame»and  St.  jude,.  has 


been  executed  by  Dr.  Secmillcrr 

ecclefuftical  counfellor  to  theielec- 
tor  Palatine,  and  profclTor  of  divw 
nity  and  Oriental  languages  at  In- 
goldiladt.  The  vcneraiion  in  which- 
the  Vulgate -has  long  been  held  by 
the  bigotted  votaries  of  the  church 
of  Rome  is  almoft  every  where  ob-- 
liged  to  give  way  to  the  fpirit  of 
the  times. — An  edition  of  the  New 
Tcilament,  in  Greek  and  Latin, 
with  various  Lections,  critical  Ani- 
madverfions,  and  luedited  Scholia, 
has  been  carrying;  on  forfome  time, 
in  detached  parts,,  by  Mr.  Groertia^ 
St.  Paul's  Epiules  to  the  Hebrew* 
and  to  the  ColoHiaus,  wcie  pub-' 
lifhed  in  1 7^4 The  deiign  is  not 
yet  half  completed.— It  is  in  con- 
nexion with  facred  literature  that 
we  mu  ft •  not  omit  to  mention  an 
improved  ed.tlon  of  the  f.imous  Bo- 
chart's  Hicrozoicon,.  by  M.  Scho- 
dcr.    This  impreflfion  of  that  ex- 
cellent work  is  enriched  by  the 
editor  with  the  difcoveries  of  mo-' 
dcrn  naturalifts  and  travellers,  and 
by  many  valuable  oblervations. 

With  regard  to  critical  learning 
as  it  refpc  <ts.  the  profane  writers  of 
antiquity,  various  works  have  ap- 
peared, fome  only  of  whicb  it  will 
be  in  our  power  to.  notice.  1VL 
Brunck,  from  wh<>m  a  Sophocles 
is  expected,  has  publiflicd  an  edi- 
tion of  the  Gnomic  Greek  poet*, 
which  is  intended  to  be  more  accu- 
rate and  elegant  than  any  that  has 
yet  been  given.  Accordingly,  <he 
prefent  work  contains  every  thing 
that  is  in  the  fecond  part  or'  Win- 
terton's  edition  of  the  Greek  poets, 
excepting  the'  fuppofcd  Fragments 
of  Orpheus.  Inlicad  of.  thefe,  M. 
Brunck -has  inferted  the  Hymn  of 
Clcamhcs,  and  the  u.  Days  und  La* 
bouri"  cf  Heliod.  The  Hymn  of 
Cleanthes  is  accompanied,  with  the 
Italian  tranflation  of  it,  and  with 
that  which. was  made  in  French  by 
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Bouganvillier.  The  editor  has 
f pared  ao  pains  to  render  the  pub- 
licarion  as  complete  as  poffible  ; 
and  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
his  chamber  cannot  be  intenlible 
how  equal  he  is  to  every  undertak- 
ing of  this  kind.  It  would  carry 
us  too  far  diftinctly  to  charadterile 
other  ed.tions  of  claific  authors 
which  hav  e  appeared  in  Germany  ; 
and,  therefore,  we  mull  entreat 
«mr  renders  to  be  larUned  with  a 
bare  enumeration  of  them.  The 
works  we  h;ive  in  view  are  M.  Ke- 
temeier's  Zoximus, ;  Reilkc's  Li- 
banius,  and  Chrylotlora  ;  ttcn- 
lmger's  Cicero  dc  Ofhciis ;  Schuti's 
jfelchylus  ;  Stroth's  Livy,  and 
the  select  hpililes  of  Cicero j  Erd- 
roanS  Metamorphofes  of  Ovid  ; 
V\  olf  s  Theogony  of  Heliod  ;  and 
Muntcr's  Plutus  of  Aririophancs.— 
A  Diflcrtation  on  the  Chorus  of  the 
Greek  tragedy,  which  has  appear- 
ed at  Gottingen,  is  fpoken  of  as 
having  great  merit.  This,  how- 
ever, is  a  fubject  concerning  which 
little  information  can  be  wanting 
in  our  own  country,  after  what 
bas  been  written  upon  it  by  iuch 
men  as  Weft,  Mafon,  Hurd,  Pot- 
t<i,  and  Coltnan. — The  invefliga- 
tion  of  Coins  and  Medals  has  by 
no  means  been  neglected  by  the 
literati  of  Germany.  A  very  im- 
portant work  of  this  kind  is  the 
Ici-ond  part  of  Neumann's  "  Po- 
pulurum  ct  Rrgum  Nuirii  vcte- 
rcs  inediti."  M.  Neumann  has 
been  encouraged  by  imperial  pa- 
tronage to  cultivate  this  rich  field 
of  ihidy,  and  to  render  it  as  fub- 
fervicnr  a>  poffible  to  the  general 
improvement  of  literature.  How 
well  our  author  is  qualified  for  the 
undertaking  is  acknowledged  by 
ail  who  are  competent  judges  on 
the  fubjecl.  M.  Rafchc's  44  Lexicon 
Cniverfx  Rei  Numariar  Veterum, 
et  praicipuc  Grxcortim  ct  Roma- 
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norum,"  with  Antiquarian,  Geo* 
graphical,  Chronological,  Hilro- 
rical,  and  Critical  obferratiens, 
belongs  to  the^  year  1 785. — A  pc- 
rimitcal  work,  entitled,  *4  A  Ma- 
gazine of  Antiquities,"  containing 
Reprefentations  of  the  principal 
Gems,  Bultos,  Statues,  Groups, 
and  other  Monuments  that  relate 
to  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  is  carry- 
ing on  by  M.  I  range.  The  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  hitherto  been  ex- 
ecuted excites  approbation. —Mar- 
tini's 44  Antiauorum  Monumcnto- 
rum  Sylmgc,  is  a  publication  of 
much  erudition.  It  exhibits  ac- 
counts of  a  faredphagus  at  Agri- 
gent  um,  reprefenting  fome  fcenes 
of  the  Hippolytus  of  Euripides  ; 
an  ancient  fun  dial,  according  to 
the  conilrucTiOn  of  Berofu* ;  and  a 
coin  of  Patrae,  with  the  name  of  a 
magi  1) rate  hitherto  unknown. — A 
harncd,  but  fanciful  production 
has  been  prefented  to  the  Repub- 
lic of  Letters,  by  M.  VicW  Albert 
Pleffing.  The  title  of  it  is  "  Ofi- 
ris  and  Socrates."  With  regard  to 
Kevpt,  the  author  affiduouilv  la- 
hour,  to  prove,  that  all  religions, 
and  even  all  philofophical  opinions, 
drew  their  origin  from  that  coun- 
try, and  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
our  times,  after  having  undergone, 
in  their  paflagc,  various  modifica- 
tions. As  to  Socrates,  he  aimed, 
according  to  M.  Pleffing,  at  no- 
thing lels  than  a  momentous  revo- 
lution both  in  the  religion  and  po- 
litics of  the  aee  in  which  he  lived* 
—  A  work  of  tar  greater  importance 
and  merit  is  Meiner's  44  Hiftoria 
Doclrina?  de  vero  Deo,"  in  which 
the  opinions  of  the  ancient  philo- 
fophcrs  upon  the  fubjed  are  ex- 
plored with  uncommon  depth  of 
erudition.  This  work,  however, 
having  appeared  fome  time  ago^ 
fcarccly  comes  within  out  prcfent 
plan.    A  more  recent  publication, 
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bv  the  fame  author,  is  a  Hiftory 
of  the  Rile,  Progrefs,  and  Decline 
of  certain  Doctrines  amon^  the 
Greeks  and  Romans.  Of  this  hif- 
tory  it  is  laid,  that  it  is  a  mod  ex- 
cellent piece  of  ciiticifm,  and  that 
it  will  be  lludied  with  good  advan- 
tage by  all  thofc,  who  defire  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  fountains  of 
the  ancient  philofophy.  The  firft 
volume  is  divided  into  three  books  ; 
on  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Greeks  in  the  oldeii  '1  imes  ;  on 
the  Ionic  Philofophy  ;  and  on  the 
Pythagorean  Sett.  The  fecond  vo- 
lume is  devoted  to  the  fophifts,  So- 
crates and  Pla:o. 

Under  the  head  of  Aftronomy, 
M.  John  Elcrt  Bode  has  publiflicd 
a  treatife  concerning  the  planet 
Ltcly  difcovcrcd  by  Mr.  Herfchel. 
This  treatife,  the  author  i  f  which 
is  allronomcr  to  the  Royal  Acade- 
my of  B<  rlin,  contains  a  very  ac- 
curate and  interefting  account  of 
Mr.  Herfchtl  smd  hi*  dilcovery. 
It  is  the  mil  work  which  has  ap- 
peared in  Germany  on  this  curious 
lubjecl.  With  regard  to  Natural 
Hitlory,  a  Dcfcription  has  been 
printed,  in  German,  of  ihe  Infects 
comprehended  in  SchafVer's  book, 
intituled,  »*  Icone-i  Infeclorum 
circa  Ratifbonam  Indigcnorum." 
At  Tubingen  have  liccn  publiihed, 
41  Obiervations,  Eft-ays,  and  Ex- 
periment*, on  the  molt  ceconomi- 
cal  Methods  of  preparing  Salt- 
petre, with  the  Materials  that  are 
moll  common  in  -every  Place."  A 
catalogue  is  prefixed  of  all  the 
writings  that  nave  hitherto  been 
produced  on  the  fubjeor.  Such  a 
catalogue  cannot  fail  of  being  ufe- 
ful.  Another  volume  of  the  44  New 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academv  of 
Sciences  and  Belles  Lcttrcs  of  Ber- 
lin," has  appeared  in  1784.  The 
memoirs  relate  to  the  year  1*7*2, 
and  include  the  Iliffory  of  the  Aca- 
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demy  for  that  year.    Under  the 
lall  article  arc  comprifed  many  par- 
ticulars rcfpe&ing  Natural  iiiuoi.j* 
Meteorology,  and  Afiro.  omy,  re- 
fulting  from  a  corrcfp<»ndence  be- 
tween fomc  members  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  and  fcvcral  learned  men. 
1  he  direct  Memoirs  rcl.ite  to  Ex- 
perimental* Philofophy,  Mathema- 
tics Speculative  Philofophy,  and 
Belles  Lettres,  Among  the  contri- 
butors,   M.  Achard   fultain*  the 
raoll  confiderablc  part  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  his  communica- 
tions, as  he  did  in  the  preceding 
volume.— We  refer  our  readers  to 
Dr.  Simmons's  excellent  Medical 
Journal,  for  an  enumeration  of  fuv  h 
books  as  have  been  printed  in  Ger- 
many concerning  Medicine,  Ana- 
tomy, Surgery,  and  other  matter* 
of  a  phyticl  nature. 

Directingour  attention,  therefore, 
to  different  ob  eds,  and  cfpcciallv  to 
hiftorica!  writing,  we  may  obl'Jrvc 
that  one  or  two  publications,  under 
the  head  of  Ecclctiatiical  liiilory, 
are  peculiarly  deferving  of  notice^ 
The  Acta  HilJorico-Eccleiiallica 
nortri  Tempoi  is,"  confift  chiefly  of 
authentic  pieces  in  German,  and 
exhibit  fome  curious  information 
concerning  the  clerical  tranfaCtions 
of  the  times.  It  i*  obl'ervable,  that 
the  briefs  of  the  archbifhop  of  Saltz- 
burg  and  Piftoria  recommend  tole- 
ration and  (implicit)*  of  worfhip. 
Another  production  is  of  lVillerca  er 
importance  :  It  is  the  "  Hillary  of 
the  Origin,  Variations,  and  Etla- 
blinimcnt  of  the  Protcftant  Doc- 
trine, from  the  Beginning  of  the 
Reformation  to  the  introduction  of 
the  Concord  Formulas***  The  firil 
volume  came  out  in  1781,  the  fe- 
cond is  now  publiflicd,  and  the 
third  is  foon  expected.  The  author 
is  profeflbr  Planke,  of  Stutgard, 
and  this  work  has  raifed  his  repu- 
tation to  that  of  the  bell  hifto'ian* 
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of  his  country,  and  perhaps  of 
Europe.    Competent  judges  hare 
pronounced,  that  it  is  long  fince 
they  have  read  a  hiiory  written 
with  fo  much  talk,  and  with  fuch 
philofophical  acumen.    Under  the 
prefent  head  may  be  mentioned  the 
**  Memoirs,  relative  to  the  Hiftory 
of  the  French  Refugee*  in  the  domi- 
nions  of  the  Kin?  of  Pruflia.  Thu 
Is  the  fecond  volume  of  a  publica- 
tion which  contains  a  m  >lt  affecting 
hiftory  of  the  cruel  perfections  of 
the  proteftants  in  France.  Books 
oft  his  kind,  by  expofin^  the  horrid 
fptrit  of  bigotry  and  intolerance, 
are  of  eminent  fervice  to  mankind, 
—We  fliould  have  mentioned  before 
St  roth's  "/Egyptiaca,"or  Commen 
taries  and  Fragments  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  Egypt ;  being  a  collec- 
tion of  what  is  to  be  met  with  in 
ancient  authors  concerning  that 
country.— Another  hiftorical  col 
lection  which  has  appeared  in  Ger- 
many concerns  the  tranfa&ions  of 
the  Guelphs.    It  confifts  of  feven- 
teen  tracts,  of  which  M.  Gerard 
is  the  editor.    The  work  is  recom- 
mended by  two  good  prints  of  the 
emperor  Frederick  the  Firft  and 
his  two  fons,  the  emperor  Henry 
the  Firft,  and  Duke  Frederick.— The 
celebrated  Puffendoif  left  behind 
him  a  manufcript,  in  three  books, 
containing  a  narrative  of  the  tranf- 
a£rions  of  Frederick  the  Third, 
Elector  of  Brandenburg,  during  the 
years  t688,  1689,  and  1690.  This 
is  now  publifhed  by  Count  Hertf- 
berg,  one  of  the  King  of  Pruffia's 
Miniflers  at  Berlin.  Though  what- 
ever comes  from  fuch  a  man,  on 
fuch  a  fubjeft,  mud  be  valuable, 
the  work  is  not  equal  to  Pulfcndorf 's 
former  hilloricd  writings.  The 
rood  remarkable  things  in  it  arc 
thofe  that  relate  to  the  impreflion 
which  the  Revolution  in  England 


made  abroad,  and  to  the  Heps  that 
were  taken  to  create  a  ninth  tlecJtor* 
With  regard  to  biography,  Bu-* 
r'gni'*  Life  of  Erafmus,  which  fome 
perlons  efteem  to  be  preferable  to 
Jortin's,  has  been  tranflated  into 
German,  with  various  critical  Re- 
marks, Annotations,  and  an  Ap- 
pendix, by  Henry  Hcnke,  profef- 
for  of  divinity  at  Hclrafladt.  This 
tranllation  is  a  great  improvement 
of  the  original.     The  additions 
comprehend  a  more  complete  hif- 
tory of  hrafmus's  connections  with 
FaUer,  Hutton,  and  other  eminent 
writers  of  his  time,  than  had  hi- 
therto been  given.    The  Appendix 
contains  a  critical  examination  of 
his  feveral  works,  and  particularly 
of  his  labours  on  the  New  Tefta* 
ment.    Another  publication  which 
calls  farther  light  on  the  character 
of  this  illuftrious  mad,  is  entitled, 
**  Index  et  Argumentum  Epiftola* 
rum  ad  D.  Erafmum  Roterdamum 
Autographarum,    que  una  cum 
nonnullis  aliis  ex  emfdem  Biblio* 
theca  Autographis  adfervantur  Lip* 
fix  in  Bibliotheca  D.  Jo.  Fred. 
Burcheri."  All  the  original  papers, 
of  which  this  is  a  catalogue,  were 
obtained  by  the  editor  from  a  mu- 
nificent donor  in  London.  The 
letters,  which  extend  from  1 510  to 
1 536,  belong  to  that  period  where- 
in the  fame  of  Erafmus  was  at  its 
bigheft  pitch  ;   and  they  are  the 
more  intereflmg,  as  diftant  intclli* 
gence  was  then  only  conveyed  by  c* 
piftolary  correfpondence. — A  work, 
containing  the  Lives,  of  famous 
Muficians  now  living,  or  who  lived 
in  the  laft  half  century,  is  now 
carrying  on  by  M.  Hillcr.  The 
firll  part  of  it,  in  German,  appeared 
in   1784* — The  Life  of  Rcuxc, 
written  by  himfelf,  is  a  curious 
piece  of  Biographical  information. 
The  manner  in  which  this  learned 
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man  relates  his  fludies,  labours, 
journeys,  difappointinents,  fuccef- 
fes,  and  little  adventures,  and  the 
accounts  he  gives  of  the  characters 
of  other  perfons,  are  often  enter- 
taining, and  fometimes  inftructive. 
The  correfpondence  inter  fperfed 
%  through  the  work  is  an  addition  to 
the  literary  hiitory  of  the  time.— 
An  interHting  look  of  Travels  has 
been  publiftied  in  the  German  lan- 
guage. The  title  of  it  is,  "  Letters 
from  a  Frenchman  travelling  over 
Germany  to  his  brother  at  t  aris." 
This,  however,  is  only  a  cover  to 
conceal  the  real  author,  and  to 
enable  him  to  deliver  his  remarks 
with  the  greater  freedom.  He  is 
understood  to  be  a  native  of  Ger- 
many; and  it  may  truly  be  aliened 
of  his  Letters  that  they  are  lively 
and  fenfible,  and  that  they  (hew 
the  writer  to  be  a  man  of  clofe  ob- 
(ervation,  and  of  a  liberal  mind.— 
Profcffor  Meiners,  whofe  erudition 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
celebrate,  has  appeared  in  another 
form  of  compofition.  Two  volumes 
have  been  publiftied  by  him  of 
*'  Letters  concerning  Switzerland ; " 
and  it  U  with  no  lmall  advantage 
that  he  fuilains  the  character  of  a 
traveller.  Among  other  intereft- 
ing  matter  with  which  the  book 
abounds,  we  have  a  very  full  and 
fair  reprefentation  of  the  learned 
men  of  Zurich,  and  particularly  of 
Lavater ;  the  completely  account 
of  the  government  of  Berne  that  is 
any  where  extant ;  a  good  defcrip* 
tion  of  Laufanne ;  lome  fenfible 
and  animated  reflections  on  the  de- 
cay of  piety  in  Geneva  ;  feveral 
juft  remarks  on  the  Genevan  cha- 
racter in  general ;  and  a  fplcndid 
dii'play  of  what  the  world  owes  to 
the  genius  and  labour  of  the  au- 
thor^ countrymen  the  Germans.  - 
Of  the  few  remaining  publications 
belonging  to  Germany,  which  have 
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come  to  our  knowledge,  we  (hall  re- 
cite only  the  titles.  Thcfc  are  M. 
Pleffing's  "  Attempt  to  demon  urate 
the  neceflity  of  Evil  and  Tain  in  the 
ilate  of  Beings  endowed  with  Sen- 
fibility  and  Reafon;"  Retemcier's 
"  Confpeclus  Juris  Roman i  ; 99 
Hertz  berg's  *'  Difcourfe  concern- 
ing the  be  ft  Form  of  Govern- 
ment Schubart's  work  concern- 
ing Agriculture  and  Finance  ;  and 
Heyne's  "  Opufcuia  Academic*." 

Switzerland  prcfents  to  us  a 
Mathematical  work,  in  M.  John 
Trembley's  **  Kflay  on  Spherical 
Trigonometry.*'  In  this  work  the 
whole  doctrine  of  Spherics  is  de- 
duced from  two  ft  m  pie  proportions, 
contained  in  La  Caille  and  dc  La 
Lande.  M.  Trembley,  after  hav- 
ing gone  over  all  the  properties 
of  fpherical  triangles,  applies  them 
at  large  to  the  illu  ft  ration  of  aftrono-' 
my.  Indeed,  it  is  faid  that  the  whole 
fcienceof  attronomy  may  be  deduced 
from  the  author's  formulas. — The 
firtt  volume  of  the  Memoirs  or 
the  Society  of  Phylical  Sciences  at 
Laufanne  was  publiftied  at  that 
place  in  1 784,  but  no  account  of 
it  has  yet  come  to  our  knowledge* 
An  hitrorical  production  has  ap- 
peared from  the  pen  of  M.  Leonard 
Meifter,  profeflbr  at  Zurich.  It 
contains  the  principal  fcenes  of 
Swifs  Hiftory,  ranged  in  chrono- 
logical order.  The  work  is  faid  to 
be  written  with  judgment  and  tafte* 
and  to  unite  entertainment  with 
iaftroc~tion. 

The  Rev,  M.  J  Sennebier,  li- 
brarian to  the  Republic  of  Geneva, 
lias  obliged  the  world  with  a  Trea~ 
tife  entitled,  **  Analytical  Enquiries 
into  the  Nature  of  Inflammable 
Air."  This  gentleman  is  rifing  to 
a  diftinguifhed  rank  among  the  at- 
tentive cultivators  of  experimental 
philofophy.  In  the  prefent  per- 
i  formancs 
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formance  many  new  experiments 

arc  recited,  which  difplay  the  au- 
thor s  fagacity  and  diligence.  A* 
Tome  of  the  refults  militate  with 
the  conditions  of  very  able  phi- 
lofopher*,  \vc  (hall  not  prefume  to 
determine  concerning  them,  but 
(hall  rcrer  the  decition  of"  the  points 
in  queftion  to  the  PrieiHeys,  the 
Cavendilhes,  and  the  Kjrwans  of 
the  age. 

With  regard  to  Italy,  not  many 
productions  of  17  >4,  in  Biblical 
and  Critical  Learning,  have  come 
to  our  knowledge.  The  chief  is 
the  firrt  volume  of  RohTs  Collec- 
tion of  the  Manufcripts  of  the  Old 
Tertament.  His  plan  is  only  to 
give  the  mod  important  various 
readings,  which  he  col  lefts  not 
frcm  manufcripts  alone,  but  like- 
wile  from  the  older  commentators. 
The  author's  labour  in  this  under- 
taking mull  be  very  great.  He  has 
had  the  ufe  of  twelve  hundred  and 
feventy-five  editions  and  manu- 
fcripts. A  thou  land  and  twenty- 
feven  of  thefe  are  manufcripts, 
four  hundred  and  feventy-ninc  of 
which  are  his  own.  M.  Rolfi  has 
for  the  moll  part  examined  only  the 
partakes  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Kcn- 
nicott  as  remarkable.  In  lbmc 
caks,  however,  he  has  been  able 
to  improve  upon  Kcnnicott.  It  is 
hoped  that  M.^Roiu^will  be  pro- 
perly encouraged  to  purfuc  a  defign 
of  fuch  confequenec. —  In  the  works 
of  Mattel,  lately,  publiflicd  in  eleven 
volumes,  octavo,  many  things  oc- 
cur, which  relate  to  Biblical  and 
Critical  Literature.  The  firft  vo- 
lume contains  three  diflertations, 
one  on  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  poe- 
try, another  on  the  authors  of  the 
Piajms,  and  the  third  on  the  Drama- 
tico-lvrical  poetry  of  the  Pfalms. 
The  (econd  volume  opens  with  anew 
Hebrew  Calendar,  dafpofipd  accord. 
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ing  to  the  ecclcfiaftical  year,  and 
beginning  with  the  month  Nifan. 
Am<.ng  a  variety  of  objects,  th« 
mufic  of  the  Hebrews  is  parti- 
cularly conlidcred.  The  Pialms, 
tranflated  in  various  forms  of  Ita- 
lian verfe,  take  up  four  volumes. 
Though  not  deftirutc  of  faults, 
Mattei  is  reprcfented  as  equal  to 
Buchanan  or  Johnfton.  The  re- 
maining volumes  are  partly  Poeti- 
cal, partly  Critical,  and  partly 
Mifcellaneous. — With  refpect  to 
religious  controverfy,  a  work  has 
appeared,  which,  as  coming  from 
Italy,  may  be  confidercd  as  very 
extraordinary.  It  is  entitled  "The 
Pope  ;  or  Refearches  concerning 
the  Supremacy  of  the  Roman  Pon- 
tiff." The  defign  of  it  is  to  (hew 
that  Peter  had  no  authority  and 
privileges  beyond  the  red  of  the 
apoftlec  and  difciples  of  Chrilh 
What  is  more  furpriling  dill,  the 
author  is  under  flood  to  be  a  Francif- 
can  Friar.— A  Fad  of  the  ancient 
Roman  Hiftory  is  difcufled  in  a 
"  Letter  concerning  the  Defeat  and 
Carnage  of  the  three  hundred  and 
fix  Fabii**  The  aim  of  the  writer 
is  to  prove,  that  thefe  heroic  vic- 
tims were  not  ail  of  the  Fabian 
family,  but  that  fome  of  them  were 
Roman  volunteers,  who,  fighting 
under  the  banner  of  that  family, 
or  being  otherwtfe  connected  with 
it,  obtained  the  denomination  of 
Fabii,  We  recollect  nothing  in 
Livy  that  favours  this  fuppofition* 
If,  however,  the  author  be  well 
founded  in  his  conjecture,  it  is  not 
a  point  of  confequence  enough  to 
defervc  an  elaborate  difcttflion.— A 
fecond  edition  has  appeared  of  M  A 
new  Collection  of  the  Ancient  In- 
fcripticms  in  Sicily  and  the  adjacent 
Iflands,  illuftrated  with  Notes  and 
Prefaces."  We  mention  this  edi- 
tion, becaufc  the  improveme:>t  the 
work  has  now  received  is  very 
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©onfiderable,  with  rcfpe£t  to  the 
corrections  and  augmentations  with 
which  it  is  enriched.  The  Prole- 
gomena, which  contain  a  treafure 
of  erudition,  are  more  efpecially 
enlarged  and  amended.  Another 
work,  relative  to  Antiquities, 
calls  for  our  attention.  We  mean 
"  The  Ruin* of  Poeftum,  alfo  called 
Poifidonia,  in  Latin  and  Italian  ; 
illuftrated  by  fix  Diflertations." 
The  fubje<5b  of  thefe  difTertations 
are  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  def- 
trutftion  of  the  city  of  Poeftum, 
and  the  admirable  architecture  of 
its  buildings.  '  The  author,  who 
is  Father  Paul  Anthony  Paoli,  is 
of  opinion  that  the  City  was  of 
Tufcan  origin,  and  he  proves  its 
great  antiquity  from  the  fimplicity 
of  its  amphitheatre.  Butthegrandcft 
production  of  the  kind  we  are  fpcak- 
mg  of,  is  the  fourth  volume  of 44  I  he 
M  ufcum  of  the  Capitol."  This  is  one 
of  the  moll  magnificent  works  "that 
has  appeared  in  any  age,  confidered 
as  a  collection  of  the  precious  re- 
mains  of  ancient  art.  The  pre  fen  r  vo- 
lume hath  ken  expected  with  im- 
patience, by  antiquaries,  artiH9, 
and  connoillcurs,  for  nearly  thirty 
years  pad.  The  editor  of  the 
three  preceding  ones  was  the 
learned  prelate  J.  Bottari.  The 
firft  came  out  in  '747,  and  con- 
tained the  engravings  of  ninety 
ftatues  with  their  deferi  prions.  In 
1750  the  fecond  volume,  with 
eighty-nioe  ftatues,  was  given  to 
the  public.  The  third  made  its 
appearance  in  175c,  adding  ninety- 
one  more,  with  a  hundred  and 
ninety-fix  pages  of  explications, 
ki  the  fourth  volume  are  compre- 
hended the  hallo*  relievos,  with  ele- 
gant and  learned  defcriptions  in 
Italian  and  Latin,  to  render  them 
more  generally  ufeful.  The  a*n- 
cient  remains  here  exhibited  occupy 
iixty-nine  plates,    delineated  and 
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engraved  by  Dominico  Campiglia. 

In  the  different  branches  of  Na- 
tural Philofophy,  Italy  has  given 
birth,  in  1784,  to  fome  important 
publications*  Among  thefe  the  firft 
place  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
works  of  Bofeovich,  relative  to 
Optics  and  Aftronomy«  hitherto  un- 
publilhed,  and  which  arc  now  given 
to  the  world  in  five  large  quarto 
volumes.  The  name  of  this  cele* 
bratcd  writer  is  fufBcient  to  indicate 
the  merit  of  the  collection,  which 
confifts  of  thirty-one  opufcula,  or 
difTertations.  It  will  not  be  doubted 
whether  rhey  will  greatly  contri- 
bute to  the  advancement  of  thd 
feiences  to  which  they  relate.  The 
edition,  which  is  accurate  and  ele- 
gant, is  enriched  with  copper- 
plates, and  has  been  conducted 
under  the  author's  immediate  in- 
fpecTion.  —  It  is  not  to  M.  Bofeovich 
only  that  what  has  been  printed  in 
Italy  with  regard  to  Aftronomy 
has  been  confined.  44  An  Agro- 
nomical Ephemei  is  for  the  Bi flex  tile 
Year  1784*'  has  appeared,  calcu- 
lated for  the  meridian  of  Milan. 
To  this  a  fupplement  is  added, 
containing,  fcvcral  obfervations  and 
memoirs  relative  to  the  feience  of 
Agronomy.  The  authors  are  Mef- 
lieurs  An^elo  de  Cefaris,  Reggio, 
Griani,  and  Atlodio.  The  volume 
for  .785  has  alio  been  publiflied, 
which  comprehends,  among  other 
things,  a  memoir  of  M.  Re^gio'l 
concerning  the  Obliquity  of  the 
Fcliptic  •  44  Remarks  on  the  mean 
Height  of  the  Maro  r.crer  at  the 
Obfervatory  at  Milan,  and  above 
the  Level  of  the  Adriatic  Sea;" 
and  M.  Oriani's  44  Account  of  hii 
Obfervations  on  HerfchcPs  Pla- 
net, with  a  new  Determination  of 
its  Orbit."  —  An44  Altro- Meteorolo- 
gical Journal  for  the  Year  i->H 
is  the  production  of  the  Abb: 
l  ualdo.  This  a  periodical  work, 
T  2  whica 
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which  has  been  carried  on  ever 
rl nee  the  year  1773.  The  excel- 
lence of  it  is  reprcfented  to  be 
fuch  as  to  defcrve  being  tranilated 
into  all  languages,  as  a  pocket 
companion  for  the  clergyman,  the 
aftiit,  the  hulbandman,  the  phyfi- 
cian,  the  mariner,  the  ira seller, 
and  even  the  hum  m  an. —The  Ita- 
lian lbciety  was  mentioned  by  us, 
with  becoming  refpect,  in  our  lail 
Annual  Regiilcr.  The  members  of 
U  profecute  their  enquiries  with 
vigour,  and  have  already  produced 
another  volume,  being  the  lecond 
of  the  undertaking.  Such  ardour 
might,  indeed,  be  expected  from 
the  refpcclable  names  of  which  the 
fociety  con  fills.  The  memoirs  of 
this  volume  are  nineteen  in  nunv 
bcr,  and  the  communicators  are, 
Father  Charles  fiarletti,  Father 
Gregory  Fontana,  the  Chevalier  de 
Lorgna,  IV.  Malacarne,  M.Ximc- 
nes,  M.  de  Ccfaris,  the  Abbe 
Spallanzani,  M.  Volta,  M.  Bon  at  i, 
M.  Girardi,  M.  MaHatti,  Count 
Fragnani,  M.  Paoli,  M.  Scarpa, 
and  M.  Slop.*— It  is  well  known 
that  Dr.  Crawford's  u  Theory," 
relating  to  animal  heat-  and  com- 
bullion,  has  excited  much  attention 
at  home,  and  perhaps  ilill  more 
abroad.  A  diflertation  concerning 
it  has  been  publilhcd  by  Dr.  Car- 
radori,  a  phylician  at  Florence.  In 
this  diflertation  the  theory  in  quef- 
r*m  is  confirmed  by  new  experi- 
ments, and  applied  to  fevcral 
medical  cafes. — 44  A  curious  Prize- 
diflcrtation,"  which  was  crowned 
by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Belles  Lettres  at  Mantua,  has  been 
written  by  Count  Auguftine  Litta. 
'J  be  queltion  propofed  was,  44  How 
mud  a  Machine  be  conftru&cd  in 
order  to  raile,  by  the  Action  of  one 
Horfe,  Water  to  a  fuperior  Height, 
aud  in  greater  Quantity,  than  has 
hitherto  been  accomplished  by  Ma- 
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chines  ?"  A  model  of  the  machine, 
and  alfo  the  machine  itf*lf,  may 
be  obtained,  by  writing  to  the  Abbe 
Caddis,  the  editor  ot  the  prefent 
tract,  and  a  friend  of  the  late  au- 
thor. Another  publicat  on  which 
was  the  refuit  of  a  premium,  is 
Dr.  Gardini's  44  Diflertation  con- 
cerning the  Influence  of  Atmof- 
pherical  Electricity  on  Veget- 
ables."  The  queiiionwas  propofed 
by  the  Academy  of  Lyons,  and  the 
prize  was  adjudged  to  Dr.  Gardi- 
ni's performance,  which  is  eftcemed 
to  be  an  inflructive  and  marierly 
difculuon  of  the  fubjeft.— Repre- 
fentations  equally  favourable  are 
given  of  M.  Landriani  s  44  Differ- 
tation  on  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Con- 
ductors," and  of  Dr.  Lupicri's 
44Treatife  on  the  Mrfcrofcope." — 
The  late  dreadful  earthquakes  in 
Calabria  and  bicily  naturally  con- 
tinue to  excite  the  fpeculations  of 
philofophical  men.  To  the  works 
mentioned  lad  year  may  now  be 
added,  "The  Hiftoricat  Account 
ef  thefe  Earthquakes,"  publilhed 
by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
and  Belles  Lettres  at  Naples  ;  ths 
Chevalier  Deodaii  Dolomieu'a 
44  Memoir"  on  the  fame  fubjeel ;  and 
Dr.  Mignani's  14  Enquiry  concern- 
ing the  Effects  of  Earthquakes  on 
the  human  Body."— Balloons  and 
the  manner  of  conducting  them 
have  been  much  attended  to  in 
Italy,  as  well  as  in  other  countries. 
M.  Stephen  Calvi  hath  written  a 
traft,  in  which  he  propofes  a  method 
of  regulating  the  alcent  and  def- 
qent  of  the  aeroflatical  carria»eft 
only  by  augmenting  or  diminiflung 
the  volume  of  the  balloon,  with* 
out  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  emulion  or  intromitifion  of 
inflammable  air.  We  need  not  in- 
form our  readers  that  no  mode  of 
directing  Balloons  in  opposition  to 
the  current  of  the  wind  has  yet 
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fceen  invented ;  and  perhaps  wc 
might  add,  that  no  effectual  means 
of  accomplishing  this  end  are  ever 
likely  to  take  place.— For  the  medical 
and  anatomical  works  publrflicd  in 
Italy  we  mult  again  refer  to  Dr. 
Simmons 's  Journal.  We  fhall, 
however,  juft  mention  M.  Burri's 
Kittorico-Anatomical  Difcoufe  on 
a  particular  Variety  in  the  White 
Men,  called  Hetwpbo';!"  as  con- 
taining fome  curious  Facts, 

With  regard  to  Hiftorical  pub- 
lications, only  two  books  have  come 
to  our  knowledge  that  fecm  to  re- 
uire  a  di  inct  lpecidcation.  The 
rli  volume  of  a  Hiftory  of  Milan 
has  been  given  by  Count  Pietro 
Verri,  a  man  of  great  literary  re- 
putation, and  who  poflefles  a  high 
ltation  in  the  vovernment  of  the 
coun  ry.  It  contains,  befidea  the 
common  farts,  good  accounts  of 
the  emperors,  teveral  of  whole 
characters,  and  eipecially  that 
of  Frederick  the  f  irtr,  are  placed 
in  a  new  light.  The  manners  arc 
particularly  attended  to  in  the 
prelent  performance.  The  volume 
concludes  with  a  reprefentation  of 
the  flourifliing  condition  of  Milan 
in  the  filteenth  centLry. — A  large 
collection  of  Hiftorical  I'apers,  m 
eighteen  volumes,  octavo,  has  made 
its  appearance  at  Florence.  It 
confirts  of  Chronicles,  Records, 
Letters,  and  Diploma*.  rJ  hefe 
are  not  confined  to  the  par- 
ticular Hirtorv  of  Florence,  but 
comprehend  the  Hi(Wy  of  Italy 
in  general.  The  collection  is  one 
of  the  mod  elaborate  and  valuable 
works  of  the  kind  that  hath  ever 
been  feen  in  that  country.  The 
title  of  it  is  fomewhat  whimfical, 
it  being  called  **  The  Plcafures  of 
the  learned  Tufcans." — In  Biogra- 
phy there  have  been  vaiious  pub- 
lications. '*  I  he  Life  of  Charles 
Count  Firmian"  has  been  written 
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by  Profcflbr  Aug.  Theodore  Villa. 
It  was  a  diftinction  to  which  this 
eminent  nobleman  was  entitled  on 
account  of  his  amiable  character, 
which  rendered  him  one  of  the  belt 
models  that  can  -be  held  out  for 
the  imitation  of  men  in  high  rank 
and  power. — The  Kulogics  of 
fome  eminent  Italians  have  been 
given  by  the  prelate  Angelo 
Fabroni.  They  are  faid  to  be 
written  by  a  maftcrly  pen  ;  and  the 
remarkable  pcribn»  to  whole  ge- 
nius, talent?,  and  characters  jui'ice 
is  rndfavoured  to  be  rendered,  ar4 
Galilei,  Giacomelli,  Perclli,  the 
Cardinal  Leopold  de  Medicis,  Fru- 

gani,    and   Alctaftafio.  A 

Biographical  Work  is  earning  on 
in  'numbers,  with  regard  to  the 
literary  and  fcicntific  men  which 
Tufcany  has  produced.  It  is  ex- 
ecuted by  gentlemen  of  character, 
each  of  whom  affixes  his  name 
to  the  life  which  he  writes.  1'rinti 
arc  given  of  the  feveral  authors 
defcribed,  moll  of  which  are  taken 
from  pictures  in  the  gallery  of  the 

Grand  duke.  An  Eulogy  on 

Maria  Therefia,  the  late  Emprcfs 
Of  Germany  has  been  publilhed  by 
the  Abbi  Frili.  From  this  gentle-  * 
man's  character,  as  a  profound 
allronomcr,  and  eminent  mathema- 
tician, it  was  fcarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he  would  condefcend 
to  become  a  compofer  of  panegy- 
rics. It  is  faid,  however,  that 
he  hath  acquitted  himfelf  well 
in  this  capacity,  being  ingenious, 
eloquent,  and  even  philofophical. — • 
l  iterary  Hiilory  has  not  bccR  neg- 
lected in  Italy.  Indeed,  a  very 
important  work  of  this  kind  has 
appeared  from  the  pen  of  M. 
Signorclli.  It  is  entitled,  «*  Con- 
cerning the  Revolutions  in  the 
Sciences  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  or  i 
Philofophical  and  Critical  Hiflor^ 
of  their  Legislation,  Politics,  Li- 
T  3  ...tera- 
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tysrature,  Commerce,   Arts,    and  that  is  now  publifled,  in  which 
1  heatrical  Exhibitions,  from  the  we  have  a  view  of  the  characters, 
Arrival  of  foreign  Colonies  in  that  amufemcnts,    manners,  feitivah, 
Country  to  the  prcfent  Times ;  in  commctce,   arts,   lcgiilation,  and 
four  Parts."   The  firft  part,  which  political  ccconomy  of  the  Turks, 
takes  up  the  firft  volume,  is  divided  Greeks,  •  and  Armenians,  together 
into  twelve  chapters.    The  fu  b  eets  with  the  geography  and  antiqui- 
of  thefe  ch  *pter3  are,  the  original  ties  of  thci  respective  countries.— 
peoplmg  of  the  two  Sicilies,  and  The  great  allronomcr  and  mathe- 
the    degree  of   civilization   that  matician,  the  Abbe  Bofco vie h,  has 
took  place  at  this  early  period ;  condescended  to  appear  before  the 
the  civilization  of  the  Iialico-G^c-  world  as  a  traveller,  in  a  44  Journal 
cian  provinces  by  the  colonies  from  of  a  Voyage  from  Conrtanrinople 
Greece;   the  progrefs  of  philofo-  into  Poland,  accompanied  with  ar} 
phy,  mathematics,  medicine,  and  Account  of  the  Ruins  of  Troy 
oilier  iciences  ;    the  Sicilian  ora-  The  poetry  of  the  year  is  the  latt 
tors,   Grecians,   and  poets  ;    the  circumltance  to  which  we  (hail  ad- 
different  cltabliflimcnrs  of  the  coun-  vert,  in  our  furvey  of  Italian  Li- 
try  ;   the  objects  and  caufes   of  teraturc.     More  of  it,  however, 
l  ixury  ;  the  origin  of  Naples,  and  has  w:thout  doubt  been  published 
the  public  games  of  the  inhabi-  than  what  has  fallen  within  the 
tants ;  the  Greek  dramatic  writers  compafs  of  our  information.  The 
of  Sicily  ;  the  Greek  dramatic  wri-  "  Poetical  Sports  of  Labindo''  arc 
tcrs  on  the  continent  or  the  fonth  <>f  the  production  of  Count  Funtoni 
Iralv  ;    the   Attclan*y   or   Mimic  de  Fevizziano.    Some  of  the  Odes 
Pieces  of  the  O/vi ;   the  ftate  of  prclerve  much  of  the  eafc  and  ele* 
latin  literature    in  the    time  of  gance  of  Sappho  and  Anacreon. — 
the   Komun   republic;     and  the  "  The  Italian*  Parnafllis"  is  intend- 
writcrs    who,      under  the    iirll  ed  to  be  a  collection  of  the  belt 
emperors,  carried  learning  to  per-  Italian  clalfic  poets  of  every  kind, 
fedtion.    In  the  fecond  volume  of  and  of  every  age,  carefully  revifed 
the  work,  which  alfo  appeared  in  after  the  molV  ertcemed  originals, 
i/S^.the  ingenious  author  pur-  and  adorned  with  engravings.  In 
f u  s  his  fubjetf,  from  the  Augullan  the  lirtr  volume,  which  appeared  in 
age  to  the  end  of  the  period  in    1784,  are  contained  the  Lyric 
which  the  Two  Sicilies  were  g«>-  Poems  of  Petrarch.    The  plan' has 
verned  by  the  houfe  of  Suabia.  been  formed  by  Antonio  Zatta,  a 
Two  parts  of  the  defign  remain  Venc  ian  bookieJler,  who  delign* 
yet  to  be  confidered.  — '.'  he  fourth  to  publifti  the  works  of  the  molt 
volume  of  44  Literary  Anecdotes  celebrated  poets  that  flour iflied  in 
taken  from  Manufcripts"  concludes  Italy,  from  the  vear  1 300  to  the 
a  curious  and  lcarneu  undertaking,  preient  time,  in  nve  clalfes.  Seve- 
which  has  been  well  received  in  ral  bards,  whofe  productions  have 
Jraly.  —  An  agreeable  work  wf  yet  been  preferved  only  in  manu- 
Travels  has  for  fome  years  been  fcript,  will  find  a  place  m  this  col- 
carrying  on,    under  ti  e  title  of  lection,  which,  in  every  point  of 
«*  Letters  written  from  Sicily  and  accuracy,  beauty,  and  perfection, 
Turkey  to  feveral  of  his  Friends  propofes  to  excel  all  that  has  yet 
}n  Tufcany,  by  the  Abbe  Dom.  been  feen  in  that  country.    It  is- 
§dtinV '  \i  is  the  f\xth  yolurae  )iopcd  th^t  fo  noble  an  undertaking 
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%viil  not  fail  for  want  of  encourage- 
ment.  The  lovers  of  Metattauo 

will  rejoice  in  a  'juli  and  merited 
tribute  of  refpecf  that  has  lately 
been  paid  to  his  genius  and  charac  - 
ture.  This  has  .  been  done  in  an 
elegant  collection  of  pieces,  in 
prote  as  well  as  vetfe,  ttut  title  of 
which  is  "The  Olympic  Games, 
celebrated  by  the  Arcadians  m  the 
Parralian  Grove,  in  honour  of  the 
Memory  of  the  Abbe  Mctartauo." 

France,  for  the  year  1784, 
Scarcely  preients  any  thing  of  con- 
fequence  in  Biblical  and  Critical 
le.rning.  M.  Vilioifon  s  edition 
of  a  new  Greek  tranflation  of  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  Old  Teltament,, 
is  indeed  the  production  of  a  French 
critic,  and  fo  far  doe*  honour  tot 
that  country  ;  but,  as  it  was  pub- 
lilhed  in  Germany,  we  have  men- 
tioned it  in  what  was  confidered  by 
tis  as  its  proper  place.  —  I  he  ne*t 
work  that  calls  tor  our  attention  is 
the  Abbe  Para's  44  Hiiiorical  and. 
Philofophical  View  of  Religion, 
from  the  earlielt  Periods  of  the 
World  to  the  prefent  Times."  it 
is  only  the  tint  part  that  has  now : 
appeared,  containing  the  primitive 
Religion,  from  the  creation  to  the 
miniiirv  of  Moles.  Every  one 
mult  be  fenfihle  that  this  period 
affords  but  a  fmall  numbel  of  fads  ;  ' 
and  confequently  more-  fcope.  is 
left  for  the  play  of  the  iniaginaton, 
of  which  M.  Para  is  not  deltitute, 
At  the  fame  timt,  however,  he 
has  much  ingenuity,  and  is  pof- 
feifed  of  no  fmall  llore  of  erudition. 
With  the  principal  object  of  his 
work,  he  has  connected  the  man- 
ners of  the  firft  ages  of  the  world, 
the  commencement  of  civilization, 
the  birth  and  infancy  of  arts  and 
fciences,  the  original  formation  of 
Hates  and  monarchies,  the  primi- 
tive fiate  of  ancient  kingdoms^  and 
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the  characters  of  ancient  nations. 
The  opinions  of  the  different  na- 
t  ons  of  the  remotelt  antiquity,  . 
concern  ngthecol'mogony  or  origin 
of  the  world,   are    delivered  by; 
our  author  with  precifion  and  pcr- 
fpicuity.    The  Egyptians  arc  not 
in  high  favour  with  the  Abbi  Pura." 
He  calls  in  quellion  their  valour, 
their  chronology,  and  their  pre- 
tended antiquity  as  well  a«  their 
icience.     I  nc  d.vlrines  of  the  pri-: 
mitive  religion  are  reduced  by  him 
to  four  general   princ  pies ;  the 
exiiicnceof  one  God,  a  future  life, 
the  fill  of  man,  ai>d  the  hopes  of 
a  mediator.    Upon  the  whole,  the 
book  may  be  read  with  plcafurc  and. 
advantage,    though    ieverat  por- 
tions are  found  in  it,  which  man 
of  true  judgment  and  ret^Hou 
will  receive  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  doubt  and  heliiation. — —A  cu-: 
rious  work  has  appeared,  crititlcd,' 
**  Memoirs  concerning  the  Secret 
Religion  of  Ancient  Nations  ;  or 
Hiliorical  and  Critical  Researches! 
concerning  the  .Mytteries  of  Pa- 
giinifm.*'    1  he  author  is  the  Baron' 
de  ^aintc  Crob,  Member  of  the^ 
Roval  Society  of  Infcri^tions  and ' 
Bel'les  Lettrcs.    This  weatife  to;>k  ■ 
its  riic  from  a  premium  propolci- 
by  the  Academy  for  the  folutionof* 
the  following  qoeftiaas  :  W  hat  were : 
tne  Names  and  Attributes  of  Ceres 
and  Proferpine*  among  the  difler- 
cnt  Nations  of  Greece  and  Italy  ?• 
Wbat  were  the  Origin  and  ttcafoas  : 
of  the  Attributes,  and  what  the 
Worflrip  of  thefe  D:.vinirics  *  la 
confequence   of   thefe  quctrions,  i 
the  Baron  -de  Crots,  who  obtained 
the  prize,  has  endeavoured  xo  give  ? 
as  complete  a  work  as  poflible  uponA 
the  myftcrics  of  the  ancient*.  The. 
fubjeft  is  treated -of  by  him  with; 
great  learning  and  penetration,  ltr. 
19  however,  a*  fubje^t  which  is  in- 
volved in  much  difficulty,  and. 
T  4  which 
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which  gives  fcope  to  theexercife  of 
fancy  and  -conjecture.  !  he  fecret 
-<tf  the  mylierics,  according  to  our 
au  hor,  confined  principally  in  a 
particular  manner  of  teaching  the 
doctrine  of  future  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhmrnts,  by  which  the  rewards 
were  fuppofed  to  regard  the  initi- 
ated alone,  'and  the  puniflimcnts 
only  the  profane,  or  thofe  who 
who  were  not  initiated.  He  does 
not  materially  differ  from  Bifliop 
Warburton,  in  any  point,  except 
in  denying  that  the  unity  of  the 
fupreme  Being  was  a  part  of  the 
fecret  doctrine.  In  other  refpects 
they  appear  to  be  nearly  agreed.— 
Another  very  curious  book,  rela- 
tive to  the  antiquities  of  the  early 
world,  has  been  publilhed  in  Eng- 
land, by  a  Freuch  gentleman, 
Monf.  D'Ancarvillc.  1  he  title  of 
it,  in  Englifh,  is,  44  Inquiries  into 
the  Origin,  the  Spirit,  and  Frogrefs 
of  the  Arts  of  Greece;  into  their 
Connection  with  the  Arts  and  Re- 
ligion of  the  mod  ancient  Nations  ; 
and  into  the  ancient  Monuments 
of  India,  Perfia,  the  reft  of  Alia, 
and  Egypt."  In  this  work  there 
is  a  bold  fpirit  of  invefligation, 
together  with  the  difplay  of  much 
ingenuity  and  a  fine  tafte.  The  au- 
thor lays  great  dreis  upon  coins 
in  the  elucidation  of  the  various 
objects  that  pafs  in  review  before 
Him ;  and  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
the  remarks  he  hath  made  on  the 
mythology  of  antiquity  are  very 
acute  and  abje.  How  far  he  is 
right  in  his  fyftem,  or,  as  he 
himfelf  mcdeftly  expreiTcs  it,  his 
conjectures,  we.  prefume  not  f  o  de- 
termine. It  is  agreed  that  Monf* 
D* Ancarville  is  fomewhat  defultory 
in  his  mode  of  writing,  apd  that 
he  might  have  been  more  llrictly 
methodical.  We  have  our  fufpi- 
cions  that  this  work,  lifte  many  othef 
mythological   productions  which 


have  gone  before  it,  will  be  ad- 

mired  for  a  time,  and  then  forgot-* 
ten.  It  is  to  be  feared  thaj  Monf. 
Court  de  Gibelin  and  our  own 
learned  Bryant  are  not  exemptions 
from  this  remark.  —  It  is  fome 
years  lince  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Inscriptions  and  Belles  Lettres  have 
favoured  the  world  with  a  volume 
of  their  Memoirs  ;  and  this  is  the 
more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  comr 
munications  ot  the  members  have, 
in  general,  been  very  curious, 
learned,  and  entertaining.  How- 
ever, pieces  arc  occationally  pub- 
lished, conformable  to  the  views  of 
the  Academy,  and  which  are  the 
refult  of  their  encouragment.  To 
the  inftance  already  mentioned,  in 
the  work  of  Baron  de  Croix, "we 
have  now  to  add,  M.  Paftoret, 
who  hath  obtained  a  prize,  in  con- 
fluence of  a  difcourfe  "  Concern- 
ing the  Maritime  Laws  of  the 
Rhodians,  the  Influence  of  thefe 
Laws  on  the  Marine  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  and  the  Influence  of 
the  Marine  Eftablifhment  upon  the 
Power  and  Weight  of  thefe  two 
Nations."  This  academical  quef- 
tion  was  worthy  of  difcuffion,  on 
account  of  its  taking  in  a  long  and 
important  period  of  hiftory,  the 
Rhodians  having  for  many  centu- 
ries fuiiained  an  eminent  character 
in  the  ancient  world.  M.  Paftoret, 
who  has  treated  the  fubjeet  in  a 
maftejrly  manner,  hath  divided  it 
into  three  parts.  The  firft  con- 
tains an  historical  account  of  the 
Rhodians,  and  an  accurate  view  of 
their  maritime  laws;  prefixed  to 
which  is  a  (hort  furvey  of  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  navigation  in 
the  earlieft  rimes.  In  the  fecond 
part  it  is  (hewn,  that  the  Greeks 
before  they  became  acquainted 
with  the  Rhodian  laws  were  Gran- 
gers to  commerce,  and  that  their 
knowledge  of  navigation  was  little 
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better  than  ignorance.  In  the  third  claffical.  — We  muft  not  omir  the 

part  of  the  ditfertation,  the  Roman  work  entitled,   44  Culioms  conhV 

marine    is  conndered  as  having  dered,    as  Laws  of  the  French 

been  one  of  the  principal  initru-  Nation,    both  in  irs  ancient  and 

rments  in  aggrandizing,  and  even  preft-nt  State  "    This  book  is  a 

in  civilizing  that  people.    It  doth  valuble  prcfent  to  the  Law  Anti- 

not  appear  that  the  laws  of  the  quaries  of  Fiance,  as  it  contains 

Rhodians  contributed  much  to  the  curious  and  judicious  relcarchcs 

improvement  of  the  navigation  of  into  what  may  be  called  the  common 

the   Romans.       Mably's  44  Dia-  or  cu/lorn-law  of  the  old  inhabitant* 

logues  on  the  Method  of  writing  of  that  kingdom.    Many  of  their 

Hiftory"  were  characterized  and  ancient  cuftoms,  according  to  this 

applauded  by  us  in  our  latt  Annual  author,  were  not  derived  from  the 

Kcgiiter.    This  work,  though  one  invalion,  conqucfts,  and  dominion 

of  the  Abbe'*  beft  performances,  of  the  Romans,  but  from  marriage, 

has  not  pafled  without  cenfure  ;  paternity,  and  the  conccflions  and 

and  indeed,  in  fome  refpe£fc,  it  lies  eJtablimmcnts.thence  naturally  arif- 

open  to  criticifm.    Accordingly,  a  in?.    He  endeavours,  iikewile,  to 

tract  hath  appeared,  entitled,   **A  prove,    that  the    Vifigoths  and 

Supplement  to  the  Manner  of  writ-  Franks,  in  Head  of  being  it  rangers 

ing  Hiltory,"  in  which  M.  Mably  in  Gaul,  were  the  defcendants  of 

is  charged  with  common  place,  the  Saliena,   who  inhabited  the 

with  omilfions,    with   luperricial  Northern,  and  of  the  Goths,  who 

reading,  with  incivility,  and  with  inhabited  the  Southern  part  of  that 

partiality,  both  in  regard  to  the  an-  country.    Whether  the  writer  be 

ricnts  and  moderns  who  did  not  well  founded  or  not  in  the  pofi- 

happen  to  be  in  the  lame  way  of  tions  which  he  hath  advanced,  the ' 

thinking.    Though  thefe  charges  praife  will  not  be  denied  him  of 

are  unduly  aggravated,  it  mult  be  treating  the  fubjedt  with  ability.  — 

allowed  that  the  Abbe  has  not,  in  A  fimilar  topic  is  prefented  to  us 

Jiis  Dialogues,  been  free  from  errors  in.M.  Chabrit's  treatifc  44  Concern-; 

and  prejudices ;  and  he  was  parti-  ing  the  French  Monarchy,  or  its* 

cularly  reprehcniible  in  condemn-  Laws."     The  author  is  not  dif- 

sng  certain  late  Hitiorians  with  couraged,  by  the  preceding  la- 

feveruy,  when  he  had  read  only  a  bours  of  very  able  men,  from 

few  extracts  from  their  works.   The  going  over  the  fame  ground,  and 

ftri&ures  of  the  prefent  writer  upon  tracing  from  its  origin  the  progrefs 

him,  are  often  fenlible,  as  well  as  of  legislation.    In  the  volume  not* 

Spirited.  The   laft  thing  that  publiftied  the  laws  only  of  the  firft 

occurs  to  us,  relative  to  ancient  and  fecond  race  arc  con  fide  red  : 
literature,  is  a  pofthumous  publi-  *  and  confequently,  the  work  is  not 

cation  of  M.  TYAlembrrt's.     It  i*  yet  extended  beyond  the  barbarous  - 

**A     ranflarion  of  Select  Pieces  period  of  the  French  monarchy.-— 

from  Tacitus,"  not  faid  to  be  per-  Now  the  government  of  France  is 

formed  with  remarkable  accuracy,  in  fome  degree  before  us,  let  us 

The  editor  has  amended  the  tninl-  take  notice  of  M.  de  Valaze's  work  ' 

lations,    and    added  fome  other  concerning  penal  laws.    This  is  a 

things  to  the  collection,  under  the  publication  of  which  a  very  high 

Jiead  of  Antiquities,  not  ftri&ly  character  is  given.    Jt  is  laid  to  be 

""  diitin. 
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dirtinguimed  by  its  judgment,  me- 
thod, and  humanity  ;  by  its  cxten- 
five  knowledge  of  mankind  ;  and 
by  its  warm  and  generous  zeal  for 
public  felicity. — On  Moral  and  ju- 
rif prudential  Philofophy,  the  works 
oi  Count  Vcrri  properly  belong  to 
Italian  Literature,  though  they 
were  published  at  Paris,  in  1784. 
Tbcy  confilt  of  Three  Lyifcourfes, 
00  the  Nature  of  Pieafure  and 
Vain,  on  Happincfs,  and  on  Poli- 
tical Oeconomy.  They  were  rlrft 
Separately  printed  in  Italy,  and 
have  lince  appeared,  in  different 
parts  of  th.it  country,  in  a  col- 
lective form.  The  difcourfes  are 
written  with  elegance  and  fpirit ; 
and  though  the  fubjeels  are  com- 
mon, the  author,  by  uniting  the 
fcholar  with  the  man  of  buiinefs, 
ha*  conferred  upon  them  the  graces 
of  novelty.  Count  Verri  is  the 
fame  gentleman  whofe  Hiilory  of 
Milan  we  have  already  mentioned. 

We  now  direct  our  view  to  Na- 
tural Philofophy  in  its  different 
branches,  in  which  France  conti- 
nue* to  maintain  that  eminent  rank 
ftw  hath  long  held  in  thefe  parts  of 
fcience.  And  here  we  mult  tegin 
with  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Science*  at  Paris,  for 
the  year  1780,"  which  were  not 
publimed  till  1784.  The  divifions 
are  General  rhytics,  Anatomy, 
Cbemiftry,  and  Aftronomy.  Un- 
der General  Phyfxcs  are  feven  me- 
moirs ;  under  Anatomy,  four  ;  un- 
der Chemiftry,  thirteen  ;  and  under 
Agronomy,  five*  In  this  volume 
are  found  the  Eulogies  of  Meflieurs 
Lieutaud  and  Bugquet,  elegantly 
drawn  up  by  the  biltorian  of  the 
Academy.  The  communicators  of 
the  memoirs  are  M.  de  Fouchy, 
M.  Lavoiner,  M.  de  la  Place,  M. 
Bougeroux  de  Bondaroy,  M.  Du 
Hamel,  Mr  de  Montigny,  M.  Le 


Roy,  M.  Tenon,  M.  Tillet,  M.  de 
Bory,  M.  Sabatier,  M.  Vicq  d'AryrT 
M.  Portal,  M.  Bertholet,  M.  Cor- 
nette,  M.  Sage,  M.  Cadet,  M. 
Dionis  de  Scjour,  M.  de  -la  Landc* 
M.  le  Monnier,  and  M.  M enter. 
The  memoir  which,  according  to 
annual  cuilom,  is  fent  to  the  Aca- 
demy, by  the  Society  of  Montpe- 
lrer,  is  concerning  the  different  kinds 
of  Dog-Fifh,  by  M.  Brouflbnet. 
-—Another  volume  of  the  "  Me- 
moirs of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences at  Paris,  for  the  year  178;," 
has  likewife  appeared  ;  concerning 
which  we  mall  only  take  notice, 
that  it  contains  the  Eulogies  of 
Count  Maurepas,  M.  Bcrtin,  the 
Marquis  de  Courtanvaux,  and  M. 
Tronchin  ;  and  that  it  comprizes  a 
number  of  papers  by  feveral  of  the 
learned  academicians,  whofe  names 
we  have  jult  recited,  and  l»y  other 
able  co-adjutors  in  the  caufe  of 
philofophic  fcience. — The  hrtl  part 
of  the  "  New  Memoirs  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Dijon,"  for  the  firft  half 
year  of  1783,  confifts  of  fourteen 
papers,  the  contributors  of  which 
are,  M.  De  Tartelin,  M.  Maret, 
M.  Camus,  M.  De  Morveau,  M. 
Parumot,  M.  Enaux,  M.  Durande, 
and  M.  Hoin  —  The  Encyclopedic 
proceeds  vigoroufiy,  according  to 
the  new  plin,  of  which  we  £ave 
an  account  laft  year.  In  the  fe- 
veral parts  recently  published,  there 
are  many  curious  and  elaborate  ar- 
ticles, and  the  whole  of  this  grand 
work*,  fo  far  as  it  has  hitherto 
gone,  appears  to  be  eminently  im- 
proved.—-The  baron  de  Mariveta 
and  M.  Gouifier  have  purfued  their 
•«  Cofmological  Syftem  of  Natural 
Philofophy"  in  two  farther  vo- 
lumes, being  the  third  and  the 
fourth.  In  thefe  two  gentlemen 
there  is  a  fplendid  aflbciation  of 
poetical  defcription  with  philofo- 
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pineal  feience.  On  this  account 
they  have  been  cenfured  by  fome 
critics,  and  we  apprehend  with  a 
contiderabie  decree  of  jufticc.  The 
third  voiume  confers  the  Theory 
of  Light,  as  propagated,  reflected, 
and  tranfmiitcd  ;  thas  including  the 
catoptrical  and  dioptrical  branches 
of  natural  icience.  All  the  modi- 
fications of  light  are  reduced,  in 
the  fourth  volume,  by  our  authors, 
to  two  ;  lntcnfttyy  or  the  greater  or 
lefs  approximation  of  its  rays  to 
each  other  on  the  fame  furfacc  ; 
and  Rrprrcujfiivr,  or  their  being  re- 
flected wirlTmore  or  lefs  force  from 
the  furtace  of  bodies,  and  their 
performing  their  vibrations  with 
more  or  lefs  rapidity.  In  treating 
upon  the  1  heory  of  Colours,  they 
ftrongly  oppofe  the  doctrine  of 
Newton.  Whatever  praifes  may 
be  due  to  the  genius,  knmv  ledge, 
and  eloquence  of  baron  dc  Mari- 
vctz  and  M.  Goulfier,  there  ap- 
pear to  be  plain  traces  of  too  much 
fancy  and  hypothecs  in  their  fyrtem. 
They  do  not  write  with  that  limple 
and  calm  fpirit  of  invetiigation, 
which  true  philofophy  feems  to  re- 
quire.— A  prime  work  has  been 
publiflied,  entitled  "  Co»nctogra- 
phy,  or  an  Hiilorical  and  Theo- 
retical Trcatifc  on  Comets."  The 
author  is  M.  Pingre,  a  regular  ca- 
non of  St.  Genevieve,  chancellor 
of  the  univerhty,  and  member  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  at 
Paris.  He  has  been  employed 
in  this  work  for  a  courle  of 
years,  and  it  was  far  advanced  fo 
long  lincc  as  1764  ;  but  the  publi- 
cation of  it  has  been  retarded  by 
the  writer's  voyages  to  America 
and  the  Indies,  and  by  other  inci- 
dental occupations.  M.  Pingre 
begins  with  a  general  hiftory  of  the 
aitronamy  of  comets,  after  which 
he  relates  all  the  doctrines  and  con- 
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jectures  of  the  ancients  upon  the 

lubject,  concluding  with  the  dis- 
coveries of  fir  Ifa  ic  Newton.  In 
purfuing  his  hillory,  he  defcribet 
all  the  comets  which  have  hitherto 
appeared,  and  gives  a  table  of  their 
orbits,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  calcu- 
lated. The  nature  of  comers,  their 
revolutions,  their  atmofpheres,  and 
their  tails ;  in  fliort,  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  relating  to  them  occupy 
our  author's  zealous  atten'ion.— 
M.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond's  '*  Mine- 
ralogy of  Volcanos,  or  a  Dcfcrip- 
tion  of  the  Subttances  produced  or 
ejected  by  fubterraneous  Fires,"  is 
another  book  of  con fequencc.  This 
production,  which  is  the  refult  of 
attentive  obfervation  and  active  in- 
durtry,  is  defigned  to  abridge  the 
labours  of  thofe  who  follow  the 
writer  in  the  paths  of  volcanic  fei- 
ence. It  is  divided  into  twenty 
chapters,  and  accompanied  with' 
plates,  reprefenting  plans  of  the 
truncations  of  all  the  prifms  of 
bifaltes  that  are  mentioned  or  de- 
fcribed  in  the  wo^rk ;  the  Hill  of 
Ardenne  in  the  Vivarais,  where 
there  is  an  enormous  bowl  or 
globe  of  bafaltes  enchafed  in  cho 
inafs  of  rhat  volc  mic  rock  ;  and  * 
vicv?  of  one  of  the  lateral  afpect* 
of  this  hill.  M.  dc  St.  Fond  has 
placed  in  the  French  king's  Cabinet 
of  Natural  Hillory  a  rich  collec- 
tion of  the  volcanic  fubrtances  de- 
feribed  in  his  book,  which  are  ar- 
ranged in  the  molt  perfect  order, 
and  di'Vinguiflied  by  numbers  cor- 
refpon  ling  fo  thofe  which  are  found 
in  his  Mineralogy.— We  find  that 
we  mould  be' carried  quite  beyond 
our  limits,  were  we  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  works  in  Natural 
Philofophy  which  have  appeared 
in  France,  or  indeed  of  all  that 
may  be  thought  to  defcrvc  parti- 
cular notice,    VVc  rauft,  therefore, 

be 
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be  fatisfied  with  a  mere  recital  of 
them  ;  an  J  it  mutt  be  added,  that 
ibme  of  them  are  of  real  impor- 
tance. The  publications  we  have 
iu  view  are,  Uozier's  Complete 
Courfc  of  Agriculture;  Curia's 
Eflay  on  Atrial  Naviga  ion  ;  Ro- 
zicr's  and  Monger's  Obiervations 
on  Natural  Plulofophy,  Natural 
Hiftory,  and  the  Arts  ;  M.  de  la 
Place's  Theory  of  Elliptical  Mo- 
tion ;  an  Eflay  concern  ng  the  Mi- 
neralogy of  the  Pyrenean  Moun- 
tains ;  M.  d'lsionval's  Collection 
of  Cliemical  and  Phylical  Memoir* ; 
Thouvcncl  cn  the  Virgula  Divina ; 
M.  Morveau's  Dcfcription  of  the 
Aeroftat  of  the  Academy  of  Dijon  ; 
M.  Manduit  on  Medical  Electricity ; 
M.  Parmeticr's  eafy  and  cheap 
Method  of  preferving  different 
Kinds  of  Grain  ;  Dr.  Fourcroy's 
Chemical  Memoirs  and  Observa- 
tions ;  Count  La  Cepade's  general 
and  particular  Syftem  of  Natural 
Philofophy ;  M.  D'Aubenton's  Me- 
thodical Exhibition  of  Minerals,  ac- 
cording to  their  different  Natures, 
and  with  their  diftinctive  Charac- 
ters ;  and  the  fame  gentleman's  In- 
ltruAions  telativc  to  Sheep-walks. 

With  refpect  to  the  books  that 
belong  to  Medicine,  Anatomy,  and 
the  oljje&s  in  which  phylical  men 
are  immediately  concerned,  we  Ihall 
once  more  refer  our  readers  to  Dr. 
Simmons 's  Journal.  There  is  one. 
point,  however,  which  muft  not  be 
puffed*  over  in  lilence  ;  and  that  is, 
the  affair  of  Animal  Magnet! fm. 
It  is  well  known  what  furprifing 
cure3  M.  Mcfmer  and  his  aiTociate 
M.  Dcllon  have  pretended  to  per- 
form in  this  way.  At  length  a 
com  mi  ill  on  was  appointed  by  the 
French  king  to  examine  into  the 
mutter.  The  committee  confined 
of  fcveral  eminent  piiyficians  and 
philofophers,  Dr.  Benjamin  Frank- 


lin being  one  of  the  number ;  and 
they  proceeded  in  their  enquiries 
w  th  all  that  wifdom,  good  fenfe, 
and  circumfpection,  which  mi^ht 
be  expected  irom  their  characters. 
The  refult  of  their  examination 
was  a  clear  and  full  proof  that  ani- 
mal magnctifm  is  a  mere  chimera  ; 
that  the  boafted  application  of  it 
hath,  in  many  cales,  bt-en  very 
prejudicial,  and  that  the  whole  bu- 
ilaefs  is  the  operation  of  import urt 
and  fraud  upon  the  credulity  and 
perverted  imaginations  of  the  pa- 
tients. Of  the  Report  of  the  com- 
mitnoners,  which  hatb  been  pub- 
lifhcd  both  in  French  and  Englifh, 
and  which  hath  made  its  way  into 
news-papers,  and  into  mod  of  the 
periodical  pamphlets,  we  need  not 
give  a  particular  account.  But 
though  this  Report  is  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  every  judicious  and  reafon- 
able  mind,  it  has  not  had  that  ef- 
fect in  the  degree  that  could  be 
wifhed.  Tracts,  in  large  numbers, 
have  appeared  on  both  (ides  of  the 
qucftion,  and  the  controverfy  is  not 
yet  ended*  What  flic.vs  the  fond- 
nefs  of  men  for  fomething  extraor- 
dinary, and  their  readuiefs  to  be 
deceived,  is,  that  vail  multitudes 
of  the  French  nation,  and  thefe 
not  of  the  lower  kind  only,  are 
ftill  zealous  advocates  for  M.  Mef- 
mer  and  his  aflbciatcs,  and  look  up 
to  animal  magnetifm  for  the  cure 
of  their  diforders. 

To  turn  our  view  to  other  ob- 
jects :  with  regard  to  Hlttorical 
Writing,  France  doth  not  feem  to 
have  made  a  (hiking  figure  io  the 
year  1 784.  The  moil  confiderable 
publications  of  ihat  year  were, 
*«  French  Honour,"  or  the  Hiilory 
of  the  Virtues  and  Exploits  of  that 
Nation,  being  the  ninth  and  tenth 
volumes  of  the  work,  by  M.  Saey  ; 
and  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  vo- 
lumes 
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lumen  of  the  General  Hirtory  of 
China,  tranflated  from  the  Grand 
Annals  of  the  Fmpire.    Thelc  vo- 
lume* conclude  the  deiign.— In 
England  a  valuable  production  h.th 
appeared,  in  the  French  language, 
by  M.  Rouitan,  minitler  or  the 
Dutch  Church  in  London.    It  is 
entitled,  "  An  Abridgment  of  An- 
cient, Middle,  and  Modem  Hi- 
ftory;"  and  is  divided  into  three 
parts.    The  ancient  Hinory  comes 
down  to  the  battle  of  Attium  ;  the 
jniddle,  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth 
century ,  and  the  modern,  to  the 
peace  in  1763.    The  fads  are  ju- 
dicious, the  narrative  perlpicuous 
and  eafy,  and  a  proper  attention  is 
paid  to  the  chronological  order  of 
events.   Two  ends  will  be  found 
to  be  well  attained  in  the  prefent 
performance.    The  firft  is,  the  giv- 
ing to  young  perfons  a  general 
view  of  the  field  of  hiftory,"  before 
they  enter  upon  the  particular  ftudy 
•f  its  fcveral  parts ;  and  the  fc- 
cond,  enabling  thole  who  have 
read  hiuory  in  an  incidental  and 
cafual  manner,  to  reduce  their  ideas 
to  connection  and   method. — In 
Biography,  the  publications  have 
been  more  numerous  than  impor- 
tant and  (triking.    The  Lives  and 
Eulogies  which  have  been  printed 
are  thofe  of  D'Alcmbcrt,  Pouffin, 
the.  duke  de  Villars,  the  duke  de 
Vendome,  Ken*  Dugua)r  Trou'a, 
and  Voltaire.    Of  Voltaire's  Life, 
written  by  himfelf,  we  have  al- 
ready fpoken  in  our  article  of  Do- 
meftic  Literature.     The  Life  of 
Marflial  Villars  was  alfo  written 
by  himfelf,  and  is  a  work  of  fome 
eonferiuence,  as  it  throws  conli- 
derable  light  on  the  events  of  the 
times. — In  Literary  Hitfory,  we 
have  M.  d'Albon's    44  Dilcourfe 
coAcerning  the  Queiiion,  Whether 
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the  Age  of  Auguftus  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  that  of  Louis  the 
Fourteenth,  with  rclpcct  to  Litera- 
ture and  Science  r"    On  this  ques- 
tion M.  d'Albon  writes  with  more, 
vivacity  than  folidity,  and  feveral 
of  his  pofitions  may  be  difputed. 
He  is  iufficicntly  difpofed  to  ag- 
grandize his  own  nation. — Under 
the  head  of  Literary  Hi  (lory,  as 
well  as  under  that  of  Poetry,  may 
be  mentioned  the  publication  en- 
titled, 44  Poetical  Annals."  ThU 
is  a  work  carried  on  in  fraall  vo- 
lumes, of  which  twenty-eight  have 
already   been  printed.     It  corrv- 
mences  with  the  origin  of  French 
poetry,  and  is  well  conducted.  Be- 
tides the  poems  contained  in  the 
collection,  anecdotes  are  given  of 
the  writers,  and  other  remarks  in- 
teripcrlcd,  which  add  to  the  value 
of  the  undertaking. — From  the  reft 
of  the  poetry  publiftied  in  F'rance^ 
during  the  year,  we  fhall  only  di- 
ftinguilh  M.  Saurin's  "  Beverley,'* 
imitated   from   the  Englitfi,  and 
which  is  an  inftruftivc  and  excel- 
lent tragedy,  having  fome  fcenes 
in  it  that  are  peculiarly  uriking  and 
pathetic. — In   Polite  Criticifm  a 
curious  performance,  44  Concern- 
ing the  Poetry  of  Mufic,"  hath 
proceeded  from  the  pen  of  the 
count  de  la  Cepedc.    While  the 
author  model! ly  profeffes  that  his 
intention  is  only  to  be  ufeful  to- 
voung  artiils,  and  to  thofc  who  are 
defirous  of  appreciating  the  com- 
positions of  the  great  mailers,  he 
goes   farther,  and  communicates 
both  inlbu<£rion  and   pleafurc  to 
fuch  as  are  adepts  in  nautical  fci- 

ence.  Mr.  Howel's  44  '1  ravels 

through  Sicily,  Malta,  and  Li- 
pari ;  containing  an  Account  of  the 
Antiquities  of  thelc  Ilia  rub,  ths 
principal  natural  Phenomena  they 
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exhibit,  and  the  particular  Cuftoms 
and  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants," 
form  a  fplendid  work,  which  is  car- 
rying on  in  numbers. — Each  num- 
ber includes  fix  plates,  and  eight 
pages  of  defcription. — We  have 
another  fimilar  publication  in  M. 
Hentzy's  "  Remarkable  Profpeets 
of  the  Alps  and  icy  Mountains  in 
Switzerland."  Thefe  profpects  are 
exhibited  in  a  feries.  of  plates  en- 
graven, with  colours,  and  accom- 
panied with  ample  defcriptions  of 
the  objects  they  reprefent. — Among 
the  Milccilaneous  Productions  of 
the  year,  the.  abbe  de  Mably's  Ob- 
servations on  the  United  States  of 
America  would  demand  particular 
notice,  it  wc  had  not  introduced 
them  in  a  different  place  i — Count 
Mirabcau's  1  rac't  upon  the  Order 
of  Cincinnati!*  comes  from  another 
French  gentleman,  who  is  ardently 
devoted  to  American  liberty.  His 
reflections  upon  that  inlbtution  ma- 
nifcil  an  acute  and  penetrating  ljpi- 
rit,  and  a  zealous  attachment  to  the 
equal  rights  of  mankind. — Riva- 
ror*  «•  Difcourfe  concerning  theUni- 
rerlality  of  the  French  Language," 
though  an  ingenious  performance, 
will  a  fiord  more  fatisfaction  to  the 
writer's* own  nation  than  jt  would 
to  an  Engliih  reader,     I  his  difler- 
tation  obtained  the  prize  propofed 
by  the  academy  of  Berlin.     I  hat 
count  dc  Rivarol  mould  write  with 
iomc  degree  ot  prejudice  upon  the 
fubjeel  is  what  might  be  expected, 
and  indeed  is  a  matter  for  which 
candid   allowances   ought  to  be 
made. — Another  prize  diiTcrtation, 
which  was  defervedly  crowned  by 
the  Acadcmv*  of  Sciences,  Belies 
Lettres,  and  Arts,  at  Bcfancon,  is 
the  abbe  Genty's  Difcourfe  con- 
cerning Luxurv. — The  laft  tribute 
of  refpedt  we  lhall  pay  to  F  reach 


literature  regards  the  Romances  of 
the  year.  Madame  Genlis's  Tales 
of  the  Caftle  would  richly  merit 
very  particular  attention,  were  they 
not  already  in  a  1  molt  every  hand. 
Perhaps  we  arc  wron£  in  putting 
them  into  the  clafs  of  Novels,  as 
they  contlitute  an  important  work 
on  the  fubject  of  education.  1  his 
ingenious  lady's  fyliem  may  not  in 
every  view  be  adapted  to  the  man- 
ners of  our  own  country.  —Other 
Romances  which  are  represented  as 
riling  above  the  common  level,  are, 
44  Telephus" ;  k*  Faultin,  or  the 
Philofophical  Age  and  M.  de- 
mand's «*  Eudocia,  an  Hiilorical 
Narrative." 

Of  Spain  little  is  to  be  faid, 
though  fomcthing  more  than  oc- 
curred laft  year,  it  gives  us  plea- 
furc  to  find  that  an  attention  is  paid 
to  the  improvement  of  the  king- 
dom, and  that  the  ftudy  of  Natural 
Hiitory  is  advancing.  A  work  has 
been  carrying  on  for  a  confidcrable 
time,  and  is  now  iucreafed  to  twelve 
volumes,  the  dclign  of  which  is  to 
revive  the  finking  tafte  for  archi- 
tecture and  agriculture,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  the  plantation  of  trees. 
The  author  is  Antonio  Pontz  ;  and 
it  fcems  that  good  ctfects  have  re- 
fultcd  from  his  publications. — An- 
other performance  has  appeared, 
the  immediate  object  of  which  is 
Natural  Hiitory.  It  relates  to 
fkcll-rifli,  which  are  clafied  accord- 
ing to  the  fyltem  of  Linnaeus.— 
An  Introduction  to  the  Oryctogra- 
phy  and  Zoology  of  Arragon,  has 
been  pie  Tented  to  the  public  by  the 
Society  of  Agriculture  and  Fine 
Arts,  at  Saragofla.  This  book, 
befides  what  relates  to  natural  hi- 
llory,  contains  various  paiticuiart 
reipeding  the  population  of  the 
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country,  the  (late  of  learning,  and 
other  objects.  It  is  an  aufpicious 
omen,  that  literary  focicties  are 
forming  in  Spain.  — At  Valencia  a 
Medical  Trcatifc  has  been  printed, 
on  the  Ulcerated  Sore  Throat. 

We  are  triad  to  conclude  our  ar- 
tide  with  a  publication  from  a  king- 
dom of  great  importance  to  Eng- 


land in  a  commercial  view,  but 
which  we  fcldom  hear  of  in  the 
way  of  literature  ;  and  that  is  Por- 
tugal. It  is  a  Political  and  Phi- 
losophical Journey  through  the 
Country,  by  Dr.  Jofcph  Antonio 
dc  Sa.  The  account  it  gives  of  the 
natural  produdions  of  Portugal 
may  be  inte retting  to  foreigner*  as 
well  as  to  native*. 
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ERRATA,  in  the  Iaft  Volume  of  the  NEW  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  page  :?:],of 
the  1.  terary  Department,/**-  Mr.  WwiTe,  rtad  Mr.  Hcn*v.  P.  [145],  Ditto,  /«r 
Mr.  WaiTt,  rt*d  Mr.  Hcnrt. 
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